


















































































































































To determine each grol'p's persona lity characteristics a nd a ttitudes toward 

corrections mean comparison was made. The observed sample mean was 

compared with expected m ean (JI) . 

To inves tigate the difference in personality characteristics and attitudes toward 

corrections between convicts of homicide a nd non-criminals the independent t­

test was run. 

The present findi ngs revealed th at th e m ajority of convicts of homicide and non 

criminals were extroverts a n d there was no statistica lly s ignificant difference in 

extraversion between these groups . However, there was statistically significant 

difference in agreeableness between con victs of homicide and n on criminals. 

Besides, the results of the s tudy revealed that the majority of convicts of 

homicide were not agreeable, whereas most of non crimina ls were found to be 

agreeable. Although, both non criminals and convicts of homicide were found 

conscientious in the present study, criminals were more conscIOus than 

convicts of homicide. On the other hand, the majority of non criminals were 

found emotion a lly stable, where a!; the m aj ority of convicts of homicide were 

neurotic and there was statistically significant difference in neuroticism 

between these two groups. When we see openness personality characteristics 

the majority of both groups were found to have creative and imaginative 

personality characteristic and both groups were found to h ave almost similar 

openness personality characteris tic . The results of study a lso revealed that, 

though the majority of convicts of homicide a nd non criminals h ad positive 
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attitudes toward corrections, cO!lvicts of hom icide than non criminals s trongly 

support it. 

5 .2 . Conclusions 

Based on the results of the study, the following conclus ions were d rawn by the 

researcher. 

• The re was no statistica lly significan t difference between convicts of 

homicide and non-criminals in extrave rsion persona li ty . 

• It was found out that th ere was statis tically s ignificant difference In 

agreeableness between convicts of homicide a nd non-crimina ls. 

• Even though th e m ajority of convicts of homicide a nd non-crimina ls were 

found to have conscientiou s personality type, there was statis tically 

significant d ifference in conscientiousness between these two groups. 

• It was a lso found out th at there wr.,s statis tically s ignifica nt difference in 

neuroticism be tween convicts of homicide a nd non-criminals. 

• The study a lso revealed that there was no statistically significant 

differen ce in openn ess between convicts of h omicide and n on -crimina ls . 

• In gen era l the study revealed that neuroticism, low agreeableness a nd low 

conscientiousness were associated with criminal homicide . 

• Fina lly it was found out that there was s ta tis tica lly s ignifican t difference 

between h omicide convicts and n on-criminals in attitudes toward 

corrections. Besides the wh ole of convicts of homicide and the majority of 

non-crimina ls were found to have no negative attitudes. 
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5.3. Recommendations 

In th is section things to be done so a s to illuminate unwa nted personalities 

of crimina ls and to make crimina ls to be productive citizens . Much 

expectation IS valuable from different concerned bodies, such as policy 

makers a nd im pleme nters, admi nis tra tors , cou nselors, governmental and 

non-governmental organizations. So, based on the conclusions m ade the 

researcher fO I wa rd s the follo\\ Ing recomm endation s: 

1. Th ose convicts of homicide who have neurotic person ality should be given 

counseling services . Hence , the correction cen ter, a nd NGOs shou ld work 

in making neurotic prisoners to ge t out of neuroticism. Actually, 

personality is stable but it can be changed by altering the environment. 

2. Counselors should use their effort to illumina te neurotic and non­

agreeable (unwanted) personali ty. 

3. Since, the attitude of convicts of homicide and non-criminals was positive 

toward corrections, Policy mak~rs a nd implementers should take care on 

policy making and implementation on corrections. 

4 . Th e a im o f correction centers is to teach prisoners to have appropriate 

beha vior. So as to make prisoners effective in their life after prison, 

governmental and nongovernmental organizations shou ld provide basic 

education and rehabilitation services . 

5. Issues related to personality and attitudes toward corrections In 

comparison with crimina ls and non criminals need further intensive 

investigation. Hence, the present researcher kindly calls for other 

potential researchers to address this issue at a wider scale. 

65 



References 

Allport, G. (1958). What Units Shall We Employ? Assessment of Human 

Motives. New York: Rine hart. (P.238-260) 

Anda rgach ew Tesfaye (1988). Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Phenome n a; 

Urbanization in Ethiopia. Addis Ababa. 

Anderson , E. (1999). Code of the St reet: Decency, Violence and the Moral 

Life of the Inner City . New York: Norton. 

Benning, S . Pa trick, C, Salek in , R., & Leistico, A, (2005). Convergent a n d 

Discriminant Validity of Psychopathy Factors Assessed via 

Self-Report. A comparison of three instruments . PP, 270-298. 

Bohm, M. & Haley, N. (1 997). Introduction to Criminal Justice . New York: 

Columbus . 

Buchanan, T. (2001). Online Implementation of an IPIP Five Factor 

Personality Inventory. University of Westminster: 

http://users. wmin.ac. uk/ - buchant /wwwffi / introduction. html 

Cale, E. (2006 ). A quantitative review of the rela tions between the "Big 3" l:.igher 

order personality dimensions and antisocial behavior. Journal of 

Research in Personality, 40, 250-284. 

Caspi, A. , Moffitt, T. S ilva, P. Kruger, R. & Schmutte, P. (1 994). Are some people 

crime-prone? Replications of the Personality - crime relationship 

across countries, genders, races and methods. Criminology, V.32, 

163-195. 

66 



Cattel, R. (1 943). The Description o f Personality. B:::sic traits Resolved into 

Cluster s . Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology.V. 38, 

PP.4 76-506. 

Chang, H. (1 975). Criminology: A cross-Cultural Pers pective, Vikas Publishing 

House Pvt Ltd, VoU, New Delhi. 

Clinard, M. and Abbotte, J . (1993). Crime in Developing Countries. New York: 

Jha r Wilaz and Sons . 

Da vey, M., Ea ker , D. Walters , L. (2003). Res ilien ce Processes in Adolescents : 

Personality Profiles, self-worth and coping. Journal of Adolescent 

Research, V. 18, PP.347-362 . 

Denno, W. (1 990). Biology and Violence from Birth to Adulthood~ New York; 

Cambridge University Press. 

Devine, E. (1978). The Ethics of Homicide . USA; Cornell University Press. 

Elwin, V. (1 950). Maria Murder and Suicide. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

Eyesenck, H. & Eysenck, S. (1 976). Psychoticism as a Dimension of 

Pe:rsonality~ London: Hodder & Stoughton. 

Eysenk, H. and Eysenk, M. (1 985). Personality and Individual Differences. A 

Natura l Science Approach; New York; plenum. 

Feshbach, S. (1 986). Personality. University of California: USA. 

Frick, P. & Hare, R. (2002). The Antisocial process Screening Device. 

Toronoto: Multi-Health Systems. 

67 



Goldeberg, L. (1992). The Development of Markers for the Big-Five factor 

Structure._Psychological Assessment, 4, 26-42 . 

Gray,J. & McNaughton , N. (2000). The Neurophysiology of Anxietyo_A n 

Inquiry into the functions of the Septohioppocampal system (2nd 

ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press . 

Gudjonsson, G. (1997). The Scientific Study of Human Nature. Oxford, UK: 

Pergamon. 

Ham pson, S. and Goldberg, L. (1986). Category Breadth and Hierarchical 

Strength in Personality: Studies of Asymmetries in Judgments of 

Trait Implications. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 

V.51, PP.37-54. 

Henry, F. (1954). Suicide and Homicide. USA; Macmillan Canda, Ltd. 

John, O. (1989). Towards Taxonomy of Personality Descriptors Personality 

Psychology: Recent Trends and Emerging Directions .New York: 

Rine hart. 

John, P. (1991) . Big-Five Trait Taxonomy: History, measurement, and 

Theoretical Perspectives. University of California: 

http://www.uoregon.edu/ -sanjay / pubs/bigfive.pdf. 

Johnson, H. (1978). Crime, Correction and Society. Cornell University: USA. 

Lambert, G. (2005). Punishment and Rehabilitation Views of Social Work 

Majors and non-social work students . Journal of South Carolina 

Academy of Science 3(1); 31-42. 

68 



Laurent, A., Gilva ry, C., Russell , A. & Murray, R. (2 002). Personality 

Dimension and Neuropsychological Performance in First­

Degree Relatives of Patients with Schizophrenia and Affective 

Psychosis . Schizophrenia Research , 55,239-248 . 

Lynam , D, Caspi, A., Moffit, T. Wikstrom, P, Loe ber , R. , & Novak, S. (2000). The 

in teraction between impuls ivity a n d n eigh borhood context on 

offe nding: The effects of im pulsivity a re stronger in poorer 

neighborhoods . J o urnal of Abnormal Psychology, 109, 563-574. 

Mannheim, H . (1 965). Comparative Crimino logy. Boston; Hough ton Mifflion 

Compa ny. 

Mcllivaine, C. (1 999). Progress in Human Geography. Queen Ma ny a nd West 

Field Co llege : London 

Popen e,D. (1 97 1). Sociology" Application Century-Crofts, Educational Divis ion, 

Mesedith Corpora tion; New York. 

Quinney, R. (1979). Crim inology" USA. Brown University. 

Rosa Ha m za (2003). Crime Act and Its Atte mpt: Ethiopia Bulletin, V. 5 , 

N.0 51/ 03/ ,Sep tember A.A. 

Salekin, R. Leis tico, A- Trobst, K. Schrum, C. & Lochman, J. (2005). 

Adolescent p sychopathy and person a lity theory - the in terpersona l 

circumflex. Expanding Evidence of a nomological net. Journal of 

Abnormal Child Psychology, 33, 445-460. 

Schafeer, J. and Lamm, K. (1995). Sociology of Deviant Behavior. New York; 

Rine h a rt and Wins ton. 

69 



Schuessler, K. and Cres3ey, R. (1 950). Persona li ty Characteristics of Criminals. 

American Journal of Sociology. V.5. PP. 476-84 . 

Seyoum Tefera a nd Aya lew Shibeshi (1 989). Fundamentals of Education!! l 

Research for Students and Beginning Researchers . A.A .U. 

(Unpublished Ma teria l). 

Taylor, D. (1983). The Criminal Event. US Department of Justice, 

Washingo ton DC . 

_ _ _ _ (1998). European Journal on Criminal Policy and Research. Vol 6 , 

No2 . 

Tra penell , P & Wiggins, J. (1991). Extension of the Interpersonal adjective 

scales to the Big Five dimensions of Personality. Journal of 

Personality and Social Psychology, 59, 781-790. 

Yalew Endawoke (1997). Sex-role Stereotypical Attitudes of the Society 

towards Female as Leaders. The Case of Amahra National 

Regional State. Unpublished Master's Thesis, Addis Ababa 

Univers ity, Addis Ababa. 

70 



Appendix A 

Addis Ababa University 

School of Graduate Studies 

College of Education 

Department of Psychology 

Questionnaire 

This questionna ire is designed to gathe r information about certain 

personality c ha racteristics and attitudes on corrections. The 

questionnaire is to be filled in by both samples homicide convicts and 

comparable non-criminals. 

Right at the out set, I would like to assure you that your responses will 

be kept confid ential and used only for research purposes. 

So, you are kindly requested to give genume and sincere responses . 

There is no need to write your name . 

Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation , urgent and genume 

responses. 

Part I: Background Information 

1. Age ___ _ 

2. Sex 1. Male D Female D 
3. Education level 

1. Elementary (1-4) D 

2. Junior (5-8) D 

3 . Secondary school (9-10) D 

4. Higher secondary (11-12) D 

5. College and university D 

6. Illiterate D 



Part II: Items on big five personality 

Instruc tion: Indicate the extent to wh ic h you a gree most to the 

following pe rsona li ty inventory by pu tting a tic (/) m a rk agains t ea ch 

inventory. S trongly a gree (5), agree (4) , ne ith e r a gree nor disagree (3) , 

disagree (2), strongly disagree (1). 

1. Extraversion Ite ms 

I/No Items text Rating scales 

5 4 3 2 1 

1 I a m the life of th e par ty 

2 I a m s killed in handling socia l s ituations 

3 I don't like to dra w attention to my self 

4 I m a ke friends ea sily 

5 I know how to captiva te people 

6 I keep in the background 

7 I don't talk a lot 

8 I feel comfortable a round people 

9 I have little to say 

2. Agreeablen.ess Items 

I/No Items text Rating s cales 

5 4 3 2 
"r--

1 

1 I respect others 

2 I insult people 

3 I believe that others have good intentions 
" 

4 I accept p eople as they are 

5 I get back at others 

6 I cut others to pieces 

7 I have a good word for every one 



3. Conscientiousness Items 

I I No Items text Rating scales 

'" 4 3 2 1 ~ 

---:- -
1 I a m a lways prepared 

2 I make plans and stick to them 

3 I carry out my pla ns 
- --

4 I do jus t enough work to ge t by 

5 I find it difficult to ge t down to work 

6 I pay attention to de tails 

7 I waste m y time 

8 I get chores done right away 

9 I shirk m y duties 

10 I don't see things through 

4. Neuroticism Items 

IINo Items text Rating scales 

5 4 3 2 1 

1 I I have frequent mood swings 

2 I [ am not easi ly uoth cred Ly citing:; 

3 j I dislike m y self 

4 ! I seldom feel blue 
I 

5 I I panic easily 

6 I feel comfortable with my self 

7 I a m often down in the dumps 

8 I often feel blue 



5. Openness Items 

I/No Items text Rating scales 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

5 4 3 2 
-

I Prefer work that is routine 

I believe in the importa nce of art 

I a m not interested in abstract ideas 

I a m ingenious 

I avoid philosophical discussions 

I do not enjoy going to art museums 

I do not like art 

Part III: Items on Attitude 

Instruction: Indicate the extent to which you agree most to the 

following attitude items on corrections of criminals by putting a tic (/) 

mark against each item (s trongly agree (5), agree (4), neither agree nor 

disagree (3), disagree (2), stron gly disagree(l) . 

I/No Items text Rating scales 

5 4 3 2 

1 The treatment given to prisoners in prison should 

be good 

2 Convicts of homicide should get counseling 

servIce. 

3 Individuals In detention should receIve 

rehabili tation services. 

4 The pnsons should be comfortable on the 

pnsoners. 

5 The only way to reduce crime in our society is not 

to punish criminals and throw away the key 

rather it is to rehabilitate them. 

1 

1 



6 It is important that the pnson guard listens to 

the prisoner and hears about his problems 

7 The best way to rehabilitate offender IS glvlllg 

them a good education. 

S Offender should get library services 

9 Correctional officers should accept offenders' 

questions on their basic needs . 

10 The best way to rehabilitate offenders is to teach 

them a skill that they can use to get a job when 

they are re leased from prison . 

1 1 Rehabilitation programs s hould be available even 

for offenders who have been involved in a lot of 

crimes in their lives. 

12 Trying to rehabilitate offenders probably will 

lessen the chances that they will go back in to 

cnmes. 

13 The offenders In prison should get effective 

treatment. 
1-4 -- Th e uest INay to rehabilitate cAlenders is to try to 

help offenders change their values and to help 

them with the emotional problems. 

15 Prisons are to be made in to th '.Tapeutic centers. 
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