
































































































































































































































5.5 Conclusion

Based on the analysis ol the lindings, it can be concluded that there is a problem of female
grade repetition in Jimma town when compared to the National Statistics, especially at senior
primary school level. There is no doubt that the existence of this problem significantly reflects
not only the wastage in the educational system of the country, but also the benefit missed from

educating females

One of the biological characteristics of fcmale grade repeaters is that they reach puberty and
mature to adolescence while they are still at primary school level. This in turn increases the

risk of sexual harassment that may negatively influence girls” success at schooling

The fact that the majority of female grade repeaters, in this study, lives with both biological
parents and almost proportionally came from both Muslim and Christian families, it seems
religious alllation and living arrangements did not show much influence in grade repetition of

females in Jimma town

Findings about parental occupation, income and educational level revealed that most parents of
female grade repeaters are engaged in low income generating occupation and generally have
low educational level. This suggests that the grade repetition of female students is related to the
underprivileged and less educated part of population. Any attempt to improve the situation of

girls” education should take in to account the family at large

In addition, it was found that female grade repetition was caused by a multitude of factors
which emanated from both what female students have experienced in-school and out-of-school
environments. In other words, as reported by the majority of female and teacher respondents
and confirmed by the focus group discussants lack of sufficient school based supportive
service, lack of school facilities, lack of gender based school facilities, sexual harassment in
and around school, fear of abduction, teacher absenteeism, and school distance are some of the

major causes that influence female grade repetition. Likewise, house hold responsibilities, such
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as cooking meals, cleaning, fetehing water and fire woods and caring for younger siblings are
highly related as domestic J:Iugg;} in which girls are engaged in. Other activities such as
marketing and cmployment in domestic market are also reported as some of the most dominant

factors that contributed to female grade repeaters frequent absenteeism from school

Moreover, This study revealed that cultural practices and institutions including engagement,
early marriage, circumcision, teen age pregnancy, and religious believe are reported to have
little influence in female education in Jimma town. However, other practices such as parental
services, harassments, fear of abduction, employment in domestic market and neglect for
female health and nutrition arc reported to have significant contribution to female grade

repetition in the study area

Overall, there is a positive attitude towards the education of girls as far as teachers’ attitudes
and practices are concerned. This is in fact not in line with Leka and dessie (1994) who
reported teachers and principals’ biases against female students. Irrespective of the influence of
their low educational level, occupation and income, parents’ demonstrated positive attitudes
toward the education of their daughters. However, doubts exist as to the employment prospects
of female students. Therefore, female grade repetition in second cycle primary school of Jimma
town is the function of multitudes of causes related to social, psychological and cultural factors

associated to school and family environments

69



5.6 Recommendations

On the basis ol the lindings and the conclusion, the following recommendations are forwarded

1

Jimma Town Liducation Office by initiating NGOs should organize special training for
second cycle primary school teachers on female education in the form of workshops,
seminars and conferences. The main purpose of this training is to raise teachers’
awareness of gender issucs. The assumption is that gender sensitive teachers are more
inclined to assist, encourage and motivate female students to improve their academic
achievement. The training manual might be prepared on approaches as to how to
identify reasons and possible solutions to grade repetitions of female students, detect
gender biases affecting females’ class participation, motivate females to learn, make
use of outstanding female students to motivate others, and the like. Gender awareness
training should also be given to directors, Since they have an influence in policy

implementation

It was observed in the study that ﬁmst of female grade repeaters at grade 7 and grade 8
are found at age range of 14-18.These age range coincides with the on set of puberty
and adolescent maturity which is associated with many emotional and psychological
instabilities’ in the development of young adolescent. Therefore, schools needs to
prepare adolescents with the knowledge, skills, values and behaviors to confront the
challenges and risks they, especially girls, face and to create positive change in their
life. To this effect, the availability of proper guidance and counseling service for female
students at these grade levels is likely to be beneficial. Therefore school directors and
teachers should devise ways and means in which counseling services should effectively
be provided for female students to minimize their grade repetition. In this case female
teachers, particularly, can act as a role model and provide a sense of safety for female
students and have an impact on girls’ attendance and participation. Therefore
counseling service for girls’ personal and social concern as well as educational and
career guidance are important intervention that is highly recommended to promote girls

success in education at this grade level
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3. As it can be seen in this study, frequent absenteeism was one of the major factors for

n

female students” class repetition. To avoid repetition as a result of irregular attendance,
schools will need 1o monitor attendance closely and keep written, accurate records for
each child. It should be intervened at an early stage with schools having coherent
strategy for tackling the problem based on sympathetic and informed assessment of a
child’s situation rather than authoritarian responses. This might include working with
community members and parents who can monitor the situation. This can promote
parental concerns aboul students’ absenteeism that may help to minimize grade

repetition -

Lack of time to study at home due to house hold work and domestic service is found to
be some of major factors lor female students’ grade repetition in Jimma town. Indeed,
as females spend more domestic activities, it will take time and drain the energy that
could be used for educational activities. Despite this, most female grade repeaters in the
study preferred to spend their after school time in activities that could generate some
income to support themselves and their families. Therefore, financial incentives
provided for poor female students and their households could lower the economic
pressure and help to increase regular attendance and reduce the risk of females to
repeat. To this effect, scholarship programmers targeted at direct tuition costs, can be
used to ease the financial burden of education for the poor female students. Moreover,
strategies used to reduce indirect costs and opportunity costs which include stipends
that provide income to poor girls or their family allow girls to give much attention to
their education and succeed. For example, Colombia’s secondary school Voucher
program in which poor students receive vouchers has had a significant effect on the
number of years schooling completed which is greater for girls than boys

(Angrist,etal.2002 cited in UNICEF, 2004)

The violence in and around schools was claimed to be one of the major factors for
female students” grade repetition in second cycle primary schools of Jimma town.
School violence could be reduced if all members of the society stand against it. The

pertinent institutions such as schools, churches, Mosques, political organizations,
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professional associations should exert a concerted effort to teach the youth to develop
an atlitude ol toleranee and brother hood to change the present hostile school
environment to one that is safe for female students learning. The police should also play
a role in [urther mobilizing the community to take strict control on perpetrators of
violent acts on female students, The provision of escorts on main routes in to school is

another possible way ol reducing violence against female students

A decision to help daughters schooling could be relied on whether girls can find jobs
once they are educated. If ecducated [emales fail to obtain jobs, parents may refrain from
supporting their daughters by pereciving that girls are less fortunate for job opportunity.
Hence, giving more job opportunity for females is another means to encourage parents’
willingness to support their daughters’ learning. Therefore, it seems important if Jimma
town administrators attempt to look at work opportunities by initiating local and
national private investors to expand small or large scale industries which could absorb a
large number of educated females to be employed
.

Strengthening school based supportive service to assist weaker students and those most
at the risk of repeating is highly recommended in this study. Intervention like tutoring,
summer schools and individualized instructions either in the classroom or for some
lessons outside classroom are more effective and less costly than making students
-repeat the grade. The school may also initiate peer group tutorials with in the regular
school hours (during free periods). Better performing students may be assigned to
conduct tutorial sessions for academically weaker students. Schools should also be
encouraged; through the management decentralization polices, to offer flexibility to the
needs of those at risk. for example through flexible colanders and school hours a
positive effort can be made to abate the labour demand of daughters and minimize

female students frequent absenteeism from school
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APPENDIX A

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
INSTITUTE OF PSYCHOLOGY

A. Questionnaire to be Filled by Second Cycele Primary School Female Students

Dear Respondents!
This questionnaire is prepared to gather information on why you repeat grade(s) in second
cycle secondary school level. It is important that you answer each question as thoughtfully and
frankly as possible if this questionnaire is going to be helpful and accurate in describing your
reasons for grade repetition and related matters. Hence,
I.  Please answer all questions in order
II.  Most questions can be completed by filling in the places provided or by circling the
letter of your choice
III. Do not write your name
e [ honour the confidentiality of your response
Thank you in advance!

k. Back ground information

Name of the school

1. Grade: A)7 B) 8
2. Age: A) Below 13 years B) 14-15 years
C) 16-17 Years D) Above 18 years
3. Religion: A) Muslim 13) Christian C) Other
4. Residence: A) Urban 13) Rural
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5. Are your parents alive? A) Yes B) No

6. If your answer for question number 5 is No, which one is not alive?
A) Father 14) Maother r C) Both father and mother
7. With whom do you live now?
A) With both parents 13) Only with father C) Only with mother
D) With other relatives or puardian [7) with people no blood relation
8. Your parents’ educational level

Father Mother

2

A) Illiterate

B) Primary education(1-8)

C) Secondary education(9-12)

D) TTI & other 12 + certificate training

E) Diploma and above

9. Your parents’ occupation

A) Farmers B) Merchants C) Government employees

~

D) Daily laborers E) If others, specify

10. What is your parents’ religion?

A) Muslim B) Christian C) Other

II Factors related to girls domestic labour

11. To what extent do you think that your schooling has caused shortage of labour at home?

A) High B) Average C) Low

12. To what extent helping your parents at home contributed to your grade repetition?
A) Very greatly B) Greatly C) Moderately
D) Little E) Not at all
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13. If your answer (o question No. 12 is cither “A™ or “B”, in which of the following do you
help your parcnts
A) House work B3) Trading C) Child care
D) Farm work [£) Others

14. For how long do you do domestic work per day?
A) Less than 2 hours 13) 2-4 hours C) 5-7 hours
D) 8-10 hours [) more than 10 hours
15. Were you frequently absent from school last year
A) Yes B) No -
16. If your answer for question No.15 is “yes” what was your reason to be absent from school
A) Health Problem B) Overload of hose work
C) Fear of violence D) Trading

E) If other (specify)

II1. Factors related to girls attitude and motivation to learn

L

17. How long on average do you spend on academic work at home per day?

(Doing homework studying, etc)

A) More than 4 hours B) 3-4 hours
C) 1-2 hours D) none at all
18. How much are you motivated to learn?
A) Very much B) Average C) Little
D) Not at all

19. If your answer to question No. 18. Is “C” or “D”, what de motivates you to learn?
A) Irrelevance of curriculum
B) Lack of prospect of [uture cmployment opportunity
C) Difficulty of academic subjects
D) Lack of parental support
E) Fear or stress

F) If other (specily)




20. Do you actively participate in classroom activities?
A) Yes, I work hard and participate actively
B) No, I feel tired and less participant
21. In education, do you think girls could perform or achieve as well as boys

A) Agree 13) Disagree C) Not sure

IV. Factors related to parental attitude and level of education

22. Do your parents encourage you to purse your education?
A) Yes B) No
23. If your answer to question No. 22 is “No” what do you think is the reason?
A) Poverty
B) Religious impacts
C) Lack of interest toward your education
D) Lack of awareness of the value of education for girls
E) Parents immediate need to your labour at home
F) If other (specify)

24. To what extent has your parents’ lack or low level of education been observed as a reason

for your grade repetition?

A) Very strongly B) Strongiy C) Average
D) Average . E) Not at all
25. If your answer to question No.24 is “A” or “B” whose education do you think matter
more?
A) Mothers’ education 13) IFathers” education

B) Both have equal influence

IV.  Factors related to school environment
26. Is there any violence in and around your school committed on female students to affect
their education?

A) Yes 13) No



27. If your answer (o question No.26 is “A” in what form is school violence often manifested
A) Attempted rape B) Bulling
C) Sexual harassment D) Snatching properties

E) If other (specify)

28. How often adolescent pregnancy observed as a reason for female students’ grade repetition

in your school?

A) Always B) Sometimes C) Not at all
29. To what extent has difficulty in language of instruction contributed to your grade
repetition? »
A) Very greatly B) Moderately
C) Little D) No, not at all
30. How often do you get school base supportive services to help in your academic
difficulties?
A) Always B) Sometimes C) Not at all

VI. Economy related factors )
31. Rate the extent to which the following direct costs ply the role for grade repetition of
female students in primary school (Put x mark)
High Average Low
School payment '
Costs of text book
Costs of uniform
Costs of Inst.Materials

Cost of transportation

Costs of accommodation
VII. Cultural and religious factors
32. Do you think your parents’ rcligious beliel contributed to your grade repetition?

A) Yes [3) No C) Don’t observe
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33. Write in bricl the benefits that you gained and /or problem you encountered by repeating a

grade

Benefits Problems

34. To what extent do you think that the following cultural traditions and practice hinder the
completion of schooling by female students (Put x mark)
High Average Low

Early marriage
Engagement
Circumcision
Bride price
Home/parental service
Pregnancy
Risk of Abduction
Harassment
Religious belief

Employment in domestic market
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APPENDIX B

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
INSTITUTE OF PSYCHOLOGY

B. Questionnaire to be filled by Second Cycle Primary School Teachers

Dear Respondents! #

The purpose of this questionnaire is to identify major factors that contribute to female students’
grade repetition in second cycle primary schools. Since your sincere response has a great
influence on the study, your cooperation in answering the questions will be highly appreciated
e [ honor the confidentiality of your response
[ thank you in advance!
Directions: Give appropriate answer to the following questions by Putting “x” mark in the box

or by writing in the space provided
~

L. Background information

Name of the school

L Sex: A) Male B) Female
2 Age: A) Below 25 years 3) 25-30 years
C) 31-35 Years 12) 36-40 years E) Above 41 years

3. Academic qualification:

A) TTI 13) Diploma C) BA/BSC

D) Other certificate trainings

4. Service Year: A) Below 5 years B)6-10  years C) 11- 15 years
13) 16-20 yeurs [1) Above 21 years
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II1. Factors related to teachers attitude

5. Do you have different educational expectations for girls and  boys?
A) Yes 13) No
6. If you were asked to choose between boys and girls for teaching, whom do you think you
will prefer?
A) Boys B) Girls C) Make no difference
7. To what level have you exposed to gender issues in education?
A) Sufficient B) Average . B) Insufficient
8. To what extent do you think, teachers reflect through their language and presentation any
bias towards females?
A) High B) Average C) Low
9. Do you think that teachers understand the educational difference between boys and girls in
your school?
A) Yes, they understand
B) No, they do not understand

III. School related factors

10. Do female students miss class more frequently than boys?
A) Yes B) No C) [ don’t Know
11. If your answer to question No.11 is “yes”™ which of the following items best explain the

reasons for female students® absence from school

A) Health problem B) [House hold work
C) Fear of harassment D) Trading

E) If other (specify)
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12. To what extent do you helieve that the following learning environments hinder female
academic attainment in your school?
[Hiph Avcerage Low

Classrooms
Equipment
Textbooks
Learning time
Library -

Teachers’ absenteeism .

Separate facilities

13. Is there any violence in and around your school on female students to affect their education
A) Yes B) No

14. If your answer to question No.13 is “yes” in what form
A) Attempted rape B) Harassment C) Bulling
D) Snatching properties E) If other (specify)

15. Who commits most the school violence?
A) Teachers B) Male students C) Jobless gangs
D) If other (specify)

16. To what extent do you think has difficulty of language of instruction contributed to female

students’ grade repetition in your school?

A) Very strongly B) Average C) Little D) Not at all
17. How is the motivation of female grade repeater to learn in your school?

A) Very high B) High C) Low D) Very low
18. If your answer to question No.17 is “C” or “D” what do you think de motivate females ?

A) Irrelevance of curriculum

B) Lack of prospect of future employment

C) Difficulty of academic subjects

D) Male treatment by teachers

E) Lack of parental support for their education

F) Early marriage

G) If others (specily)




19. How often do female students” pet school based services in your school for their academic
difficultics?
A) Always 13) Sometimes C) Not at all

IV Out of school factors

20. To what extent do you think helping parents at home affect girls study time?
A) Very strongly B) Average C) Little D) Not at all

21. Do you think that parents’ religion has contributed to female students’ grade repetition?

A) Yes B) No C) I am not certain

22. If your answer to question No.21 is “yes” daughters of which religion followers are more
affected?
A) Muslim B) Christian
C) Both Muslim and Christian religions have equal influence

23. How often is adolescence pregnancy observed at your school as the factor for female
students’ grade repetition?
A) Always B) Sometimes C) Not at all

24. To what extent that parents’ lack or !o‘w level of education leads to daughters’ grade

repetition in your school?

A) Very strongly B) Strongly C) Average
D) Little E) not at all
25. If your response to question No. 24 is “A” or “B” whose education do you think matters
more?
A) Mothers’ education B) Fathers’ education

C) Both have equal influence

26. Write in brief the benefits that you think repeaters gained and/or problems they
encountered by repeating a grade

Benefits Problems
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APPENDIX D

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
INSTITUTE OF PSYCHOLOGY

C. Unstructured questions prepared to interview primary school principals and Education

Bureau officials in Jimma town

Dear Respondents:

The purpose of this interview is to identify major factors that contribute to female

students’ grade repetition in secondary schools. Since your sincere response has a great

influence on the study, your cooperation in answering the questions will be highly

appreciated
. Thanks in Advance!

1. What major environmental (social, psychological, and cultural) problems do
you think contribute to the grade repetition of female students in the school

2. In your opinion what are the major problems related to schools which méy
hinder  girls’ attainment in school

3. In your opinion what are the major home environment related problems which
may hinder girls attainment in school

4. Do you think that the community in this town believes that girls require
education as much as boys? Il your answer is “yes” or “no” tell us the reason

5. Are girls in this town economically important to parents in the town? If your
answer is yes tell us in what major ways

6. Do female students miss class more frequently than boys? Why?

7. Do you think female students lack more time to study at home than boys

8. Do female students pet school based supportive services for their personal and

academic difficultics in your school? If yes, in what way

6



9. How often violenee inand around your school committed up on female

students? Who commits”? Tnowhat form

10. To what extent do you think that your daughters schooling has caused

shortage of abour at home?

11. Tell us what has to be done to make [emale students to be successful in
education by schools, parents, and the government

12. What could you tell us about the employment prospects of girls in this town?

()7



APPENDIX E

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
INSTITUTE OF PSYCIIOLOGY

Guides for focus group discussion among sclected members of PTA and parents

1. Do you think girls are successful in their education as much as buoys, if not
what do you think the major obstacles for the success of female students in their
education?

2. What major steps were taken to promote the successful completion of schooling
among female students?

From your experience, what are the main school related obstacles for girls not to

(8]

succeed in their education
4, What are the main social and cultural practices that contribute to the grade
repetition of female students in the primary school
5. Inyour opinion does the community believe that girls are important as much as
boys? If your answer is yes, tell us in what major ways they are perceived

important
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