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ABSTRACT

Youth civic engagement has gained considerable attention from government and non-government bodies
as a mechanism to mobilize youth talents and capacities in development initiatives and to foster positive
youth development by building their self-esteem as informed citizens who are responsible to lead the
future. In spite of such initiatives, youth are facing multifaceted challenges that hamper their participation
in civic engagement activities (Suchowerska, 2013) (Wray-lake et al., 2012) (Jalata, 2014). With this
backdrop, this research tried to assess youth civic engagement and the challenges they encountered in
their endeavor by taking participants from selected woredas of Yeka and Bole sub cities in Addis Ababa.
A mixed method design was adhered to collect quantitative and qualitative data with a survey
guestionnaire, which was distributed to 262 youth respondents, and individual interviews conducted with
17 youth and 8 youth experts at the woreda administrations. The data were triangulated during the
analysis and interpretation phases where the qualitative data were used to enhance the quantitative data.
The results indicated that youth civic engagement was low especially in voting and signing petition,
advocacy and reading newspapers and magazines. Though the youth participants were enthusiastic to be
engaged, they were discouraged by lack of support and opportunities. The prevailing civic engagement
platforms in different settings like schools and government administrations were not designed in terms of
the talents, needs and interests of the contemporary youth. Therefore, youth civic engagement
opportunities need to be expanded in the community and in the administrative zones. Youth focused
engagement programs should be creative and innovative to address and motivate the youth by addressing
their interests. Besides, the youth should take part in designing youth programs implemented at the

grassroots levels like woreda administrations.

Key words- youth, civic engagement, dimensions of civic engagement, positive youth development,
challenges



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Research

Young age is perceived variedly across organizations and across countries. According to (UN,
2015), the population of the world whose age falls from 15-24 years old are the youth
population, and they constitute 1.2 billion or 18% of the world’s entire population. The
African_Youth_Charter (2006), on the other hand, defines those between the range of 15-35
years old to be the youth, and specifically considers 15-17 years old youth to be minors. In
Ethiopia, the age framework for youth hood is from 15-29 years old (USAID/Ethiopia 2018).
Statistical data show that this group constitutes 30 % of the country’s total population.

Civic engagement (CE) refers to citizens’ participation in initiatives that aim to bring change and
transformation in the lives of their community. Adler & Goggin (2005: 237) define, “Civic
engagement refers to the ways in which citizens participate in the life of a community in order to
improve conditions for others or to help shape the community’s future.” The definition implies
that civic engagement is a form of participation where citizens contribute to ensure their

community’s development sustainably overtime.

Civic engagement is a broad concept and is practiced in diverse ways that align to the socio-
cultural, economic and political construction of a society in concern. In fact, CE can be captured
in terms of citizens’ knowledge, skill, motivation and active participation in the civic life of their
community that particularly promote democracy and wellbeing. It encompasses activities
spanning from where citizens take part in elections and decision making processes to where
“individual members of society take a proactive role in shaping and contributing to public life
more broadly’’(Dubow et al., 2017:1).There is no limit to the scope and kind of contributions
that individuals make to the wellbeing of their society, and so participation depends on one’s
ability, capacity and opportunity to engage. More importantly, civic participation is exercised in
a wide ranging activities like voting, writing letters to newspapers, volunteering, advocacy,

membership in associations, participating in school boards, etc.(Morimoto & Friedland, 2013:



523). Engagement in these areas concerns to citizens of all age groups, but youth civic

engagement has gained considerable attention.

Engaging youth in development and social transformation initiatives determines achievement of
growth and democracy. It plays significant roles in achieving sustainable development goals
(SDG). Youth possess a great potential that would contribute to reduce poverty in all areas of
development like in education, environment, health, peace and security and so on. Youth
potentials, talents, abilities and interests can be leveraged to facilitate social development and
improvement through solving community problems. Mutually, engagement in civic settings
fosters youth positive development by providing them with a platform to preserve, consolidate
and develop talents, skills and passions which may weaken and be abandoned unless and
otherwise they are given the proper attention. It is an opportunity for the youth to exercise their
skills, knowledge, talents and experiences by solving their community’s problems and to develop
positively as informed citizens. Youth civic engagement is promoted through designing
mechanisms that enhance social wellbeing and youth positive development in different settings
(Hung, 2004) (Sutton, 2007), (Linkhart, 2018) Cicognan et al, 2014).

Youth have been frontrunners in political movements and social development initiatives that
account for their civic engagement endeavors globally (Andolina et al., 2003). African youth
were agents of change in the social and political reform agendas during the struggle for
independence from colonial regimes over the past years (Gavin et al.,, 2024) to a recent
movement against government structures (Ehaab D. Abdou and Loubna H Skalli.,, 2017)
(Klouwenberg & Butter, 2011). Youth participation in political and democratic systems has
become a significant aspect of development in the continent (Roger, 2023). (Gavin et al., 2024)
indicates that though African youth are influenced by multiple economic and health indicators
“Young Africans' quest for empowerment will make them significant catalysts for change.”
Ethiopian youth were also engaged in diverse civic activities in formal organized settings or in
informal settings in community based engagements. The youth have been active contributors at
times of crisis, emergency situations and national calls, but their engagement in the political
process was prominent during movements for change and political reforms (Abebaw and
Renning, 2017).



However, researchers confirmed that youth participation in civic activities has significantly
declined globally (Print, 2007). In line with this, unemployment, low level of literacy, lack of
participatory democratic system, poverty, poor health condition and conflict leave Ethiopian
youth in dismal situations which deterred their participation in civic life (Jalata, 2014: 538);
(Zeru et al, 2018: 6). Youth engagement in the political and civic areas is low due to lack of a
system to support them to influence the path of political, economic and social developments and
shape their future. (Getachew, 2020: 62) evaluates, “young people are often disenchanted with
political structures that are unresponsive to their needs and interests, but they still remain
interested in social and political issues and continue to seek recognition from the political
system.” More importantly, Ethiopia lacks an updated and well enforced youth policy apart from
the one drafted in 2004 and which has remained inactive since then. With this backdrop, this
research delved in to the status of youth civic engagement, the prevailing opportunities for the
youth to participate in different dimensions of civic engagement and the challenges that hamper

it by focusing on selected woredas in Yeka and Bole Sub cities of Addis Ababa.

The first chapter of the thesis provides readers with the introduction of the study where
background (which is the present section), problem statement, objectives of the research, its
significance are included. The second chapter lays the conceptual and the theoretical foundation
of the research while the third chapter describes the methodology in detail. In the fourth chapter
of the thesis the data are analyzed and presented. This is followed by the discussion and
interpretation of the data in the separate section of the chapter. The last section, which is the fifth

chapter, draws on conclusions and forwards recommendation.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

The 2030 sustainable development goals (SDG) are intended to eradicate poverty and improve
social wellbeing by synergizing efforts in economic, social and environmental development areas
and ensuring equity (Johnston, 2016). Sustainability of initiatives implemented to achieve this
goal depends on how well every member of a society is mobilized and included. In pursuit of
fulfilling this, the governments of states pledged to ensure social inclusion in SDG 2030 saying”
as we embark on this collective journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind (Johnston,



2016: 1). Constituting the major part of the world’s population, youth are key stakeholders in the
efforts to improving social wellbeing. UN youth report (2018) emphasizes that the realization of
UN’s sustainable development goals depends highly on how well they are integrated with youth
development efforts. Youth development efforts are geared towards helping the young

generation in the journey of becoming responsible and successful citizens.

Young age is marked by a time when one engages in tasks that help to gain knowledge, apply
skills, talents and experiences to enhance the chance to achieve ambitions. With the provision of
appropriate platforms, this ambition to engage in one’s surrounding can be leveraged to the
success of social development and transformation initiatives. Some scholars align engaging
youth to engaging community (Senbel, 2007). Particularly, youth participation in civic
engagement plays crucial roles in building a democratic system which is transparent and socially
accountable. At the same time, civic engagement bolsters youth self-actualization as informed
citizens and reinforces positive development (Augsberger et al., 2017).

Youth can engage in areas that transform their society and at the same time enhance their
positive development. There are ample areas where the youth can engage like in volunteerism,
voting, advocacy, community gatherings and other aspects based on the socio-cultural and
economic construction of their society. For instance, in Ethiopia, further to their participation in
those areas, the youth highly contribute by helping their community in social events like
weddings, funerals and communal gatherings, etc. Engagement in such and other forms of civic
life empowers the youth, makes them informed citizens and contributes for their self-
actualization. However, youth lack opportunities to demonstrate their talent, capacity and ability
to transform their society and influence their future to the required level. Their participation in
social and political spheres is declining and as a result, their impact in policy formation, policy

implementation, decision making, advocacy and other forms of civic engagement is limited.

Youth have limited opportunities to contribute to the society through civic engagement
platforms. They face structural, economic, social and cultural obstacles that force them to shy
away from participation through voting, running for offices, membership in associations and
related activities. Youth are relegated from political and social participation and they “lack
political space to make their contribution to society (Gedion, 2014 : 538).” Over different

regimes, government-youth relationship in Ethiopia has been characterized by suppression,
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exclusion and neglect from the formal system. In Asnake al., (2021:6)s’ words, the governance
system treated the youth with “control/repression or co-optation rather than allowing the youth to
freely contribute to the country’s economic and social development.” Education, one of the
formal social structures, is believed to contribute positively to youth civic engagement
(Campbell, 2006). Schools provide settings where important civic engagement competencies are
cultivated through co-curricular activities that help students to develop their natural talents, learn
important social skills and use them to benefit their school and out of school community. When
it comes to most of the Ethiopian schools, we can observe that there is limited chance to engage
in activities apart from the formal lessons, and so civic engagement competencies are not gained

at the required level from the school environment.

Cultural assumptions do also interact with youth participation in relevant decision making
scenarios. Youth are mostly perceived as sources of problems and behaviorally difficult to
manage (Desie, 2020). Emphasis is on problems and negative aspects than the solutions they can
bring on board to solve their own and their community’s problems. Young girls are special
groups who are seriously affected by cultural attitudes that do not engage females in major
decision making processes (Zeru et al, 2018: 12), and this ultimately discourages young females’
aspirations to participate in social affairs, to go out of home and make their voices heard for
themselves and for others. Further to this, many Ethiopian youth are experiencing high rate of
unemployment and are living under poverty. ILO reports that Ethiopian youth, aged 15-29 years,
who are not in employment, education or training were 19.3%. The extreme working poverty
rate is also high at 18.3%. This condition makes it challenging to take actions for civic
engagement which demands time and financial costs to cover one’s expenses like in

volunteering, advocacy, membership of associations, attending community meetings etc.

Youth CE is one of the areas which are not researched well in Ethiopia. The area has not been
given the required attention by researchers and decision makers and so little is known about
youth CE. The prevailing few works focus on youth political participation at different times of
political movements. In regards to this, Getachew (2020)and (Asnake et al., 2021) reviewed
youth political participation at different regimes and concluded that structural, economic, cultural
and educational factors are amongst the major challenges that hamper youth political

participation. With respect to civic engagement, (Mesele et al, 2023) evaluated impact of



Tolerant Engagement Forums (TEF) to enhance University students’ civic engagement. All of
these works are valuable sources of background information on youth CE to the present research,
but they differ from it in their focus and objectives. Getachew(2020) and (Asnake et al., 2021)
did literature reviews on youth political engagement but did not consider the other dimensions of
youth engagement. The latter one, Mesele et al., (2023), is an impact evaluation designed to
assess effectiveness of a program. This implies that there is lack of a thorough research that

assesses youth CE and the challenges encountered.

Building on the above scenario, the present research was an endeavor to bring youth CE to our
focus. It took the cases of youth in three woredas in Yeka and Bole Sub-cities of Addis Ababa.
By collecting a quantitative data through a survey questionnaire and a qualitative data with an in-
depth semi-structured interview with the youth and youth experts at the target woredas, the

research tried to respond to the following questions:-

- What is the status of youth civic engagement in the selected study areas?

- Which areas of youth civic engagement are more prevalent and why?

- What are the challenges and opportunities of youth civic engagement in the study areas?

- What are the institutional mechanisms that enhance youth civic engagement in the study

areas?

1.3 Objectives of the Research

The major objective of this research was to assess youth civic engagement and the associated
challenges and opportunities in selected woredas of Yeka and Bole sub cities. It specifically

envisioned to:

1) Assess youth civic engagement in the selected areas,
2) Identify areas of high youth civic engagement,

3) Investigate the challenges and opportunities of youth civic engagement,
4) Identify institutional schemes designed to enhance youth civic engagement at
woreda level



1.4 Significance of the Research

Ethiopian youth constitute a significant portion of the country’s population. The country’s
endeavor to growth and development has to address the needs, interests and concerns of this
cohort of the population. Civic engagement is one of the platforms that facilitate youth
development by providing them the opportunity to participate in areas of their interest and
improve their life and of their community so as to build a nation they envision. There is a strong
bond between youth development and civic engagement beyond school and home settings. It is
also believed that civic engagement at young age leads to engagement in community affairs
during adulthood and late age in life. In strong terms, (Flanagan & Levine, 2010: 161) relate it to
identity formation saying, “opportunities to explore civic issues and to wrangle with others who
have different perspectives help young adults to crystallize their values and political stands.
Political identities formed in the early-adult years are highly predictive of the positions

individuals will hold in middle and even late adulthood.”

A research on this aspect of the youth bears paramount significance to the youth, policy makers,
administrators and the society at large. With regards to this, this research was intended to assess
the status of youth participation in civic engagement and to inform policy designers to make
informed decisions about the youth and to create conducive environments for youth civic
engagement. Knowledge of contemporary youth civic engagement status assists to design
mechanisms to upgrade their level of engagement in civic maters. The research aspired to
investigate social, political, economic and cultural obstacles of youth civic engagement so that
intervention mechanisms can be designed to alleviate the influence of these challenges. The
research was undertaken at woreda level where data from the society at the grass roots level were
collected. The information drawn from the ground can be used to improve the effectiveness of

institutional efforts in addressing youth issues in development plans.

Further to these, the research is believed to create a setting where youth participants express their
stake in terms of engaging in civic activities, to evaluate institutional supports and to get their
voices heard. It would also raise awareness amongst the youth and the community about the role

of civic engagement for social and positive youth development. Generally, the research would



serve as a source of knowledge and information about the status of youth civic engagement in

Ethiopia in general and in the study areas in particular.

1.5 Scope of the Research

This research was intended to assess the status of youth civic engagement and the challenges and
opportunities of youth in this regard by selecting woredas from Yeka and Bole sub cities in
Addis Ababa as a case. Its geographical scope was limited to two sub cities where respondents
were taken from three woredas. Thematically, areas of youth civic engagement are broad but are
specific to the socio-economic, cultural and political contexts of a given society. By taking areas
of engagement validated by former researchers in different contexts, the research adopted
dimensions of youth civic engagement that are organized under indicators of community
engagement, voting and youth voice by contextualizing the areas in to the Ethiopian youth
context. New scenarios of youth engagement were observed in some areas of civic engagement.
For instance, scholars found out that while youth civic engagement in voting and membership to
associations including political organizations is declining, their involvement in volunteering and
advocacy of diverse social issues has increased (Barrett & Pachi 2019). The situation has also
been noted in Ethiopia in the area of voting (Getachew, 2020). These kinds of emerging issues

require further investigation to find out its present status.

Methodologically, the research took a mixed method approach to investigate the topic. However,
only three of the quantitative and qualitative data collection methods were used. Survey methods
from the quantitative and interview and document analysis from the qualitative data were
employed. The researcher also visited youth centers in the study areas multiple times that helped
to grasp the perspective of youth engagement in the prevailing institutional schemes. Other
methods, like focus group discussion, were not employed due to lack of a convenient venue. It

was also impossible to find a common schedule that suits to participants from different places.
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CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1. Conceptual Review of Literature

Civic engagement (CE) as a concept has been related to many aspects of individual or collective
involvement in areas of social concern. The constituent word civic refers to “activities or
obligations of individuals in a public forum and/or concerning issues that relate in some way to
public life” and engagement concerns to “a legal or moral obligation to do something (
Ramasubramanian & Albrecht, 2018: 111).” The concept entails that CE refers to activities one
carries out owing to fulfilling moral expectations. This implies that the types of engagement
activities determine how CE is defined in different contexts. Based on a review of the existing
works that define CE in several narrow contexts, (Adler & Goggin, 2005)provide definitions that
view it as a community service, as a collective action, as a political involvement and as a social
change. In a broader application, CE is perceived as actions of all types taken individually or in
groups to overcome community problems so as to improve wellbeing. (Adler & Goggin, 2005:
237)put their definition that says, “Civic engagement refers to the ways in which citizens
participate in the life of a community in order to improve conditions for others or to help shape
the community’s future.” The definition implies that CE is a form of participation where citizens

contribute to ensure their community’s development sustainably overtime.

Civic Engagement concerns to every category of a society. However, youth civic engagement
has gained special attention from governments, organizations, associations, schools and
Universities for different reasons. Since the youth make up the significant proportion of the
world’s population, the benefit a community gains from youth who volunteer their time and
resource is immense. Similarly, CE plays unwavering role for positive youth development by
providing them the opportunity to exercise skills like leadership (Ayaya, 2021); (Adler &
Goggin, 2005: 237). Youth participation in civic activities prevents drug and risk behaviors,

enhances school achievement and consolidates later age civic engagement (Morimoto &

11



Friedland, 2013: 524). (Fenn et al., 2021) propose civic engagement as a strategy to improve

youth mental health and wellbeing as well.

The forms of civic activities that the youth engage in vary across nations based on the socio-
cultural, economic and political environments and the ability and motivation of the youth in
concern. While there is no limited scope as to how one engages for community purpose, areas of
civic engagement can include voting, volunteering, advocacy, membership in associations etc.
Research findings in specific contexts suggest that while youth engagement in voting and
membership in associations is declining, the interest to volunteering and advocacy is increasing.
These kinds of recent developments call for further youth civic engagement studies on these
dimensions, and accordingly, in this research, youth civic engagement in areas of voting,
volunteering, advocacy/activism and membership in associations are parsed further and

elaborated in the following section.

2.1.1.1. Dimensions of Youth Civic Engagement

A number of situation analysis reports show that youth are living in appalling conditions in most
parts of the world. Poverty, unemployment, poor health situation, lack of education and conflict,
coupled with corruption, lack of democracy and crippled leadership are affecting youth and
hindering them from attaining their life aspirations. In spite of the presence of these obstacles,

the youth are still participating in several areas of civic engagement.

There are enormous areas of civic engagement and to try to make a boundary on the lists and
categories of the activities is daunting. This is partly because, as said in the preceding section,
CE is exercised in a particular socio-cultural, political and economic context. The literature also
provides inconsistent categorization of activities under the realm of CE. For (Adler & Goggin,
2005: 240), both political and community participation are dimensions of CE. They group areas
of CE as informal individual vis-a-vis formal organized actions in areas of community and
political activities. For instance, donation is an individual’s community engagement while voting
or advocating for a particular policy is a collective political act. On the other hand, other scholars
make distinctions between political engagement and civic engagement. For instance, (Campbell,
2006: 29) distinguishes between political and civic engagement and relates the former to “efforts
to influence public policy, while the latter does not include such efforts.” Campbell, 2006)

12



believes that these dimensions of engagement can be linked to each other with education due to
its positive influence in all forms. Since efforts exerted to influence politicians or advocacies for
a particular public policy are meant for community's good or wellbeing, it is possible to
categorize advocacy efforts under civic engagement. In that case, we can say that civic

engagement subsumes aspects of political engagement.

The distinction between types of engagements is fluid and the related activities remain rather in a
continuum. For this reason, some scholars suggest use of self-reported experiences to identify
areas of engagement in specific contexts (Gaby, 2017: 926). However, investigation without a
predefined framework may become unmanageable and self-reports might be inconsistent with
contemporary concepts of engagement. Areas of youth civic engagement can be organized under
community based indicators, indicators of participation in the electoral process and indicators of
youth voice. (Keeter et al., 2002) used this categorization in surveying the civic and political
engagement of the American citizens. The approach was also adapted in other contexts like in

(Hoereth et al., 2023) to study civic engagement in the health system.

Hence, in the present research, CE is considered to include broader areas of both formal and
informal ways of contributing to community development. These areas of engagement are
contextualized to include youth friendly activities and are tested and validated in different
situations. The validated areas of youth civic engagement were adapted in a way they reflect the
skills, experiences and life styles of the Ethiopian youth who specially live in urban areas. In
fact, studies on youth civic engagement measure behavior and attitudes of youth towards civic
engagement. The behavior aspect involves areas where youth participate to contribute to the
wellbeing of their society. On the other hand, attitude towards civic engagement are assessed
using items that cover attitude towards making difference by engaging in civic life. However,
this aspect was not covered in this research due to its scope. Of the CE activities, voting,
volunteering, membership to association and advocacy, helping others in social events, etc. are
relevant for the present research. Scholars in the area note that youth engagement in volunteering
is increasing overtime while interest in voting is declining meaningfully (Andrew et al., 2016).
So, research on these areas is vital to promote youth civic engagement and assess the prevailing

trend amongst the youth.
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2.1.1.2. The Challenges and Opportunities of Youth Civic Engagement

Civic engagement is a platform for the youth to contribute to the development initiatives of their
society. It also gives the youth an opportunity to develop positively by applying their talents,
skills and knowledge for their community’s good (Damon, 2004)(Flanagan & Levine, 2010).
Youth as constituent parts of a nation, are entitled to all the rights humans are granted by nature.
They have the right to organize themselves, to defend their rights and interests, to live in an
environment that is safe and conducive to support them develop physically, mentally and
positively. However, youth in Africa and in Ethiopia face complicated challenges that impede
their civic engagement. Problems that relate to political or structural, lack of empowerment,
economic and cultural factors are obstacles for positive youth development through involvement
in civic activities. Regardless of some efforts aimed to involve the youth in decision making
processes in the form of national youth associations or youth leagues, the initiatives lack
inclusiveness and did not bring meaningful youth participation. (UNECA, 2009: 4) revises the

major challenges of youth in Africa in the following quote,

Overall, the main barriers to youth participation in African countries are the lack of
opportunities for young people to gain an entry point in political and decision-making
processes, and the lack of capacity on the side of both young people and governments to
develop such a participatory approach.

As can be noted from the quote, lack of youth empowerment is indicated as a barrier to youth
engagement. Empowerment entails building youth capacity through information about youth
engagement opportunities and providing them the necessary skills and education training that can
be translated to solve community problems. Natil (2021: 1) points out that youth view their civic

engagement “as an outcome of empowerment according to the cultural context of their society.”

Organizational structures that enhance youth civic engagement also play crucial role. According
to UN World Youth Report(UN, 2005: 73),

In many countries, local, regional and national youth councils are major outlets for
political and civic participation. Youth councils and forums, which may vary in terms

of structure and mandate, have been the traditional channels through which young
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people have cooperated and communicated with national authorities and other

decision makers.

These structures are in susceptible situations due to lack of adequate funding and their tendency
to reflect the political structure of the time. As (Asnake et al., 2021) evaluate, youth leagues and
associations in Ethiopia are “party-affiliated.” Therefore, absence of free youth led structures
that empower the youth and promote civic engagement is an obstacle.

Access to (self) employment is another major problem to Ethiopian youth whether they are
graduates or non-graduates. This exacerbates their economic problem and leads to youth
dissatisfaction(USAID Ethiopia, 2018). Dissatisfaction in life due to poverty obviously reduces
motivation to participate in civic activities. Some civic engagement activities like volunteerism
and membership to associations may require some amount of finance to cover running costs. So,
youth who feel not to have enough to share with others may not be encouraged to engage in

civic activities.

The other factor that prohibits youth civic engagement is culture. Culture relates to the social
construction that youth are living in. Perceptions or attitudes towards youth are among vital
cultural factors that open the opportunity or close it for youth civic engagement. An
environment that welcomes and accommodates youth needs, interests, views and opinions
enhances youth engagement in the socio economic and political life of the society. On the other
hand, when the capacity, ability and potential contribution of youth are not valued, youth
engagement is restricted. United Nations, (2010:42) in its World Program of Action for Youth
asserts openness for youth participation to be a priority for social development as follows,

The capacity for progress of our societies is based, among other elements, on their
capacity to incorporate the contribution and responsibility of youth in the building and
designing of the future. In addition to their intellectual contribution and their ability to

mobilize support, they bring unique perspectives that need to be taken into account.

It is noted in UN World Youth Report (2005:72) that “Effective youth participation requires
fundamental changes in the way societies perceive young people. ”This implies that youth are

perceived negatively as destructors and orchestrators of conflict than contributors to social

change.(AUC, 2020)youth engagement strategy indicates prevalence of “‘entrenched inhibitive
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socio-cultural attitudes” to be one of the challenges of youth civic engagement in Africa.
Similarly, in a report which evaluates youth participation in implementation programs, Ethiopian
youth reported elders’ perception of the youth to be an obstacle for their engagement in social
matters (Singh et al., 2016).

How can youth civic engagement be promoted and enhanced is another crucial point. Young
people take the initiative and organize themselves to identify and solve community problems. On
the other hand, youth civic engagement can be facilitated through creating opportunities that take
in to account the cultural, political, social and economic environment of youth. Youth programs
can be initiated in every corner of a given society. Particularly, in urban settings, youth initiatives
intend to engage youth in areas like urban agriculture, health and education, art, climate change
and environmental activism, youth leadership, etc. For instance, engaging youth in urban
agriculture is highly exercised in the USA and Canada (Hung, 2004) (Broaddus et al., 2015).

2.2 Review of Theories

This research bases itself on positive youth development theory that capitalizes on the capacities,
talents, and contributions of youth for social transformation. It integrates positive youth
development with the right based approach, which provides the youth with the right to
participate in a community concerns to create a convenient environment where they can develop
safely both mentally and physically to be informed and responsible citizens (Economic, 2002).
Youth have the right to participate individually and collectively in development endeavors that
affect their life as outlined in the principles of human rights (Broberg & Sano, 2018). They are
also entitled to grow and develop both physically, mentally and spiritually in a safe environment
that contributes positively for such maturation. Youth rights to participate in economic, social,
cultural and political affairs are key elements for their development that ensures their entitlement
to wellbeing and dignified life. (Augsberger et al., 2017) emphasizes, “As a matter of social
justice, youth have a right to engage in decisions that impact their lives. Even in the absence of
other measurable beneficial outcomes, the process of including youth is central to a well-

functioning democratic institution.”
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Positive youth development is recently introduced by opponents of a concept that emphasizes on
the psychosocial and health problems youth face and which depicts them as dangerous groups of
a society. According to (Damon, 2004: 15), “This new approach envisions young people as
resources rather than as problems for society (p.15).” (Damon, 2004) explains further that the
theory acknowledges the challenges youth encounter in the course of development but youth
development is not considered as a stage where efforts are entirely directed towards overcoming
the problems. Youth civic engagement fosters positive development through different
opportunities that enhance the mental, physical and spiritual aspects of youth (lwasaki,
2016)(Fenn et al., 2021)(Desie, 2020). (Augsberger et al., 2017) clearly connects participation

through civic engagement to positive youth development as follows,

Often identified under the concepts of civic engagement and positive youth
development, benefits that accrue to the young person include feelings of empowerment,
competence, and connection. They gain information about their options and rights,
develop decision-making skills, develop an understanding of decision processes, and

gain a sense of control in these processes.

Civic engagement is a process of youth socialization to their environment through what is called
political socialization. Political socialization is defined as “a process by which orientations
toward the political system are developed from one generation to another. These orientations
include: 1) political knowledge; 2) opinions about specific political issues, deeper attitudes, and
beliefs or values; and 3) behavior such as voting (German, 2016:17).” Youth interactions with
their environment at home with family, at school and in the community through civic
engagement build up their socialization process. (Niemi and Sobieszek, 2009) identify family,
parents, schools, media and events as agents of political socialization in adolescents and children.
(German, 2016) adds education, ethnic or racial group, region and gender to the list of agents for

political socialization. These agents are at the same time avenues of civic engagement activities.
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2.3 Empirical Review of Literature

There is a plethora of reports on the situation of youth in Ethiopia by individuals, international
organizations like the USAID and UNDP and by individuals commissioned by agencies and
organizations. Some of the researches that come under this category scrutinize the challenges
that prevent youth from attaining their dreams of life. Attention was given to economic,
education, health, politics, unemployment, and discrimination that worsen the living condition of
youth. On the contrary, there are a few studies on youth engagement and their contribution in the
political, economic and civic aspects. Some of these studies focus on the role of youth in political
and social reforms attested in the country at different times. With regards to this, (Asnake et al.,
2021) reviewed the way youth were treated at different regimes of the country. They point out
that youth were repressed and had no freedom of choice, but were meant to be led by
government “co-opted” youth associations and leagues. In another review, (Getachew, 2020: 62)
believes, “Ethiopian youths are actually participating in informal politics like protesting,
demonstrations and the like but not in the conventional political system like election, public
meeting, and in party membership.” He then puts that lack of political knowledge and lack of
education, less interest in politics due to unmet needs and social exclusion which resulted in
youth frustration, economic problems, family influence and unfavorable social attitude towards
youth, the institutional structures of democracy, etc. to be the major factors that prohibit youth

contribution in the political system.

Different governmental and non-governmental organizations inaugurate initiatives to circumvent
youth problems and increase their participation in socio-political and economic spheres of life.
Researchers from Addis Ababa University and Initiative for Peace and Development (IPD)
conducted an experimental study to evaluate impacts of youth engagement workshops termed as
Tolerant Engagement Forums (TEF) that focused on University students (Mesele et al., 2023:
20). Findings of the research showed no impact of TEF for youth political engagement after four
months of TEF intervention. On the contrary, the researchers indicated that TEF significantly
improved civic engagement measured in terms of youth “attendance at community & student
government meetings, intentions to join a voluntary organization, and participation in a protest.”
The research shows that empowerment through training plays fundamental roles to enhance

youth civic engagement.
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Youth needs and interests are addressed by establishing youth centers that augment their positive
development and socio-political and economic participation. These centers are also targets of
researches on youth engagement. In this category, (Belay et al., 2021)assessed contribution of
youth centers established in different areas of Ethiopia for youth positive development through
providing them the opportunity to implement their skills and talents for community development.
They showed that while the intention to set up youth centers in Ethiopia was to promote youth

positive development, most of the centers were not serving the purpose.

As can be noted from the review of previous researches, youth civic engagement and the
associated challenges in Ethiopia are not addressed thoroughly. Attention was given mainly to
youth political participation but data were taken from secondary sources. The prevailing studies
also focus on a specific group of youth, like university students, excluding youth with diverse
educational backgrounds and the challenges they face in their effort to engage civically.
Information as to the status of youth civic engagement in diverse settings, their efforts and
contributions to their community through this, their ambition in terms of civic engagement, their
needs and interests, the challenges they encounter need to be analyzed thoroughly. A

comprehensive research that adds knowledge in this aspect contributes to fill in the existing gap.

2.4 Conceptual Framework

There are several areas of engagement for the youth to participate individually or collectively
and contribute to their community and gain developmental benefits from such participation in
return. Some of these areas include voting, volunteering, membership of associations and
advocacy/activism, etc. To enhance engagement of the youth on such and other areas of
activities, several policies and engagement frameworks are devised but youth face persistent
challenges, which some are structural, economic, empowerment and cultural problems, to
participate in civic engagement activities. With this conceptual backdrop, this research tries to
assess youth civic engagement in areas relevant to the Ethiopian context like volunteering,
voting, membership in associations and activism, etc. and the challenges that hinder their

engagement. The association between these variables is portrayed in the following diagram.
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Diagram 1: a diagram showing the dimensions and challenges of youth civic engagement

Source: adapted by the researcher from the literature review

Youth civic engagement involves individual or collective actions of youth to improve the
wellbeing of their community and to develop positively. The above diagram is intended to show
dimensions of youth civic engagement and challenges that deter it. Dimensions of civic
engagement, as has been indicated in the preceding sections are broad and are based on one’s
ability, capacity and the socio-cultural and political environments of youth. Some of the
dimensions include volunteering, voting, membership to associations, advocacy/activism, etc.
Some aspects of CE like reading a newspaper or magazine are directly related to the
development of the youth towards being informed citizens. Further to these dimensions,
Ethiopian youth are also culturally mobilized to support their community in traditional (like

weddings and funerals), religious and public events.

As we all may notice from our everyday life, Ethiopian youth do not involve in some or most of
the above mentioned CE to the required level. Different factors that relate to structural, political,

economic, cultural and empowerment systems discourage youth civic engagement.
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CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1. Description of the Study Area

The research was carried out in two woredas of Yeka sub city and one woreda of Bole sub city.
Both Yeka and Bole are adjacent sub cities which are located in the North Eastern part of Addis
Ababa. They constitute the geographically big section of the city administration. Bole sub city
covers 119.7sg.km while Yeka sub city constitutes 81.9sq.km. This makes them the second and
the third largest sub cities of the city administration respectively next to Akaki sub city.
According to the Ethiopian Statistical Authority Housing Census projection of 2023, the
population size of Yeka and Bole sub cities is 499, 301 and 445, 013 respectively. Compared to

other sub cities, Yeka and Bole are the second and the fourth populous areas of the city.
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Figure 1 Map showing the 11 sub cities of Addis Ababa city administration

Source: Bosena et al,.2022

The sub cities were selected randomly while availability of youth centers was considered in the

selection of the target woredas to find the youth who used the centers for different purposes. The
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researcher first went to the woredas and explained the research and the type of information
sought from the youth and the youth experts. By doing so, a positive rapport with officers at the

youth and sport office of the woredas and to the managers of the youth centers was established.

The data collected in each woreda of the sub cities are presented in the next table.

Table 1: The study areas

Woredas
11 9 8 Total
Sub city Freq. |Percent| Freq. | Percent. | Fregq. | Percent. |Freq. Percent.
Yeka SC 138 52.7 - 68 |26.4 206 79.1
Bole SC - 56 214 - 56 214
Total 138 52.7 56 214 68 264 262 100

From Yeka sub city, 206 (79.1%) data were collected, 138, (52.7%) woreda 11 and 68 (26%)
from woreda 9. Similarly, 56 (21.4%) data were collected from woreda 8 of Bole sub city.

Data were collected from three special places, which included schools, residential houses and
youth from the administration offices.

Table 2: Data collection sites

Data collection sites Frequency Percentage (%)
1. | School 93 35.5
2. | House to house 60 22.9
3. | Woreda administration offices 109 41.6

Total 262 100

Based on the data presented in table 1, 93 (32.5%) data were collected from a school, 60 (22.9%)
were collected from house to house searches and 109 (41.6 %) of the data were gathered from
youth found in the woreda administrations. Youth in the woreda administrations were found in

the libraries, in clubs and associations and some were employees in youth centers.

3.2. Research Approach and Research Paradigm

A research approach comprises philosophical world view, research design and methods of
research(Grover, 2015).Selection of a research approach is in turn determined by the paradigm or
philosophical world view it follows. Research paradigms account for philosophical assumptions

of reality and the methods to know the reality. It is assumed that knowledge about youth
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engagement in society cannot be obtained from a single source since youth exhibit multiple
complex realities. In order to understand the complex situations, multiple forms of data are
required, and hence the research adhered to a pragmatism world view that sets use of varied data.
In pragmatism, what matters is the researcher’s actions, situations encountered during data
collection and the consequences than the presupposed views of reality as an independent
objective or subjective matter (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). From epistemological notions,
pragmatism relates to realism which positions itself between positivism and relativism. As an
alternative knowledge paradigm, realism recognizes assumptions of positivism and relativism
and puts a mediating assumption as (Sumner and Tribe, 2008:63)(Sumner&Tribe, 2008:

63)explain it in detail as follows,

Realism has a more relaxed approach to epistemology. The basis of Realism is that there is
a physical reality which exists independently of our cognition but that we cannot appraise it
— we can only describe it due to the fact that we are dependent observers — and we are not
independent of events. Thus knowledge is a social construct, but one which aims to explain

a physical reality.

Similarly, pragmatism, does not limit itself to quantitative or qualitative data. It rather allows for
collection of both quantitative and qualitative data through a mixed method approach to
understand the research problem.(Creswell & Creswell, 2018) note that pragmatism is a
philosophical assumption of a mixed method approach, which involves features of both
qualitative and quantitative approaches. A mixed method approach assumes that use of
quantitative and qualitative data enables researchers to have a broader and an in-depth
understanding of the topic under investigation. Mixing methods without compromising quality is
also considered a strength in development research (Sumner&Tribe, 2008: 100).

Philosophical assumptions of both qualitative approach (social constructionism) and quantitative
approach (positivism) are drawn as needed to underpin the pragmatic research. The social
construction of the research problem is also an important aspect. In relation to that, the existing
body of knowledge represents youth as problems to society and youth hood as a stage where one
deals with enormous risks and problems, and research is directed towards solving these problems
(Desie, 2020). It is, therefore, necessary to construct new knowledge about youth capacities and

talents which can be implemented in various forms of engagements to solve community
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problems. The quantitative and the qualitative data that come from a survey questionnaire and

individual interviews, respectively, help build this reality of youth positive development.

3.3. Research Design

One of the basic components of a development research is the research process, design or cycle(
Sumner&Tribe, 2008:101), which starts from problem identification, theory selection and
methodological identification. Pursuant to this requirement, the present research focused on the
status of youth civic engagement and the challenges that hindered it by selecting participants
from two woredas of Yeka and one woreda of Bole sub cities. It tried to associate youth civic
engagement to positive youth development theory which gives due emphasis to the capacities of
the youth which can be used to solve community problems (Damon, 2004)(Desie, 2020).
Researchers confirmed that youth civic engagement plays significant roles to enhance their
positive development (lwasaki, 2016) and contributes to the process of youth political

socialization in different settings (German, 2016).

Investigation into the problem was carried out by applying a mixed method design that gave the
chance to collect varied forms of data with different tools. Drawing data from different sources
through a mixed method with multiple mechanisms helped to thoroughly investigate the research
problem. Accordingly, quantitative and qualitative data were collected concurrently. A
concurrent data collection strategy was chosen as the best method to accomplish the research
task in the given time than sequential data collection design. The data were collected
concurrently and were merged “to provide a comprehensive analysis of the research problem
(Creswell & Creswell, 2018: 52).” The data were then triangulated during the analysis and
discussion phases. Concurrent triangulation gives equal values to both quantitative and
qualitative data, and as (Taherdoost, 2022:61) states it, “The main aim of this method is either to
cover the demerits of one of the single methods with the strengthening of the other one or to add
the strengths of the methods to each other.” Therefore, the design of this research was a mixed
method design where data were collected concurrently and triangulated during analysis and

interpretation. The research process can be captured from the following diagram,
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Diagram 2: A diagram showing the research process

Source: designed by the researcher

Civic engagement is an aspect of youth positive development which creates the opportunity for
youth to exercise activities that help them to be responsible citizens and to socialize with the
political structure of their environment. However, youth civic engagement in Ethiopia is
hindered by several challenges that are external and internal to the youth. This research used a
mixed method approach to assess the status of youth civic engagement in diverse areas like
voting, volunteering, membership in associations, advocacy, etc. Quantitative and qualitative
data were collected concurrently and analyzed and interpreted with a triangulation method to

respond to the research questions.

3.4. Sampling Design

The population of this research was the youth population in two woredas of Yeka and one
woreda of Bole sub cities. Sample respondents were drawn from selected woredas using

sampling techniques that suit for the quantitative and the qualitative data collection tools. While

a purposive sampling method was used to select interviewees from the woredas, sample
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representatives from the sub cities were selected using a multi- stage sampling design. A multi-
stage sampling design uses clusters or groups to locate representatives(Creswell & Creswell,
2018). Youth in the selected woredas were grouped into clusters that address youth in schools,
households and youth found in the woreda administration offices. Due to time and financial
constraints, it was not possible to cover many places, but there was an effort to fairly represent
youth in these places. Since | did not have information about the exact figure of the target
population number (youth in the study areas), for sampling purpose | employed the Cochran
formula (Cochran, 1963:75), which is mentioned below, that allows an ideal sample size and
appropriate in situation with large population size. Furthermore, Cochran formula helps to

identify and use the maximum sample size in any study.

Z2xpxq 1.962%0.5%0.5
Nn=—— = — = 384.16
e? 0.052

Where, no is the maximum possible sample size obtained when p (estimated proportion of an
attribute in a population) = g = 0.5, Z (the level of confidence) is equal to 1.96 at the confidence
level of 95% and e is margin of error or level of desired precision. The sample was, however,
downsized to 262 due to the population size of the youth found in the study areas during the
actual data collection. In addition to this, financial and time constraints put limitations to visit

other woredas in the sub cities

3.5. Data Collection Methods

A mixed method approach was chosen to collect and analyze data to the research. In conformity
to that, quantitative and qualitative data collection methods were used to collect primary and
secondary data. The primary data were collected from research participants taken from woreda 9
and woreda 11 of Yeka sub city and woreda 8 of Bole sub city, and secondary data were
collected from documents. The primary data were mainly used to assess levels of youth civic
engagement and challenges that hinder this and the secondary data were used to identify
opportunities that facilitate youth civic engagement. The quantitative and qualitative data
collection tools were prepared ahead the inception of data collection work. This allowed for

collection of data concurrently and to triangulate them during the analysis and discussion phase.
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The quantitative data were collected through a survey questionnaire while the qualitative data
were collected through individual interviews and document reviews. Each of these data

collection instruments are described in the following section.

3.5.1. A Survey Questionnaire

A questionnaire is a survey method used mainly to include as many research participants as
possible and to get diverse opinions that help to analyze the researched topic from different sides.
(Kothari, 2004:10)identifies between structured and unstructured types of a questionnaire. In a
structured type of a questionnaire, all of the questions the researcher intends to ask for are well
thought over and inscribed in advance. On the other hand, unstructured questionnaire provides
only leading questions where “replies are to be taken down in the respondent’s own words to the

extent possible.”

A questionnaire that addressed the research objectives was carefully constructed to be filled in by
youth participants of the research. Questions that should be asked to find out data about the
research topic were typed, printed out and were duplicated before going to the field to collect
data. Both close and open ended questions were included, but close ended questions that provide

respondents with alternatives to choose from took the lion-share.

The questionnaire was adapted and developed from previous civic engagement studies. Research
works which validated items for behaviors of civic engagement like (Morais & Ogden, 2011)
(McLoughlin et al., 2023) were consulted to write the items for this purpose. Further to these,
other studies were reviewed to find out information about what values Ethiopians in general and
Ethiopian youth in particular have when it comes to civic engagement (Suchowerska, 2013)
(World Values Survey, WVS, 2017). The items were contextualized in a way they assess the

status of youth civic engagement in urban settings like Addis Ababa.

The questionnaire was, then, validated by collecting a pilot data from 20 respondents prior to its
full distribution to the whole participants. Based on the feedbacks from the pilot survey, items
were modified and improved to get the most possible reliable data during the actual data
collection stage. After these preparations, the questionnaire was distributed to 262 participants.
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3.5.2. Individual Interviews

One of the qualitative data collection tools used in the research was individual interviews.
Interviews are conducted to collect in-depth information in the form of words that express one’s
opinions, feelings, attitudes and experiences. Interviews help to thoroughly understand the
problem researched and they supplement the limitation of data gathered with the questionnaire. It
provides research participants an opportunity to construct their own insight and to get their

perspectives heard on the topic.

(Walliman, 2011) identifies three types of interviews- structured, unstructured and semi-
structured interviews. Though questions were prepared before interviews, semi-structured
interviews formats were applied. Using semi-structured interviews holds two advantages. On the
one hand, the semi aspect makes the interview session flexible by giving interviewees the
freedom to build up their own story of the research topic. On the other hand, the structured
nature enabled the researcher to keep the interview conversation within the framework of the
research so that consistent data can be obtained from different interviewees than the non-

structured form of interview.

In person interviews were conducted with 8 officials who worked in youth centers of the
sampled woredas and with 17 youth participants. Interview participants were selected using a

purposive sampling method.

3.5.3. Document Analysis

Documents account for secondary data such as institutional policies, guidelines, youth related
documents, minutes of meetings, attendance sheets, photo reports and other frameworks archived
at woreda level to facilitate youth civic engagement. The researcher visited youth centers and
youth and sport offices at the target woredas several times. The researcher asked for availability
of documents that stated how the youth could be engaged in the woredas. Minutes of youth
associations, documents that included members of clubs, photos of campaigns, list of individuals
engaged in blood donation programs were some of the documents the researcher saw in the

target offices. Youth engagement schemes were planned in the annual plan of the youth centers
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based on a plan cascaded top down. The information from these documents was used to augment

the data obtained from the questionnaire and the interviews.

3.6. Data Analysis Methods

The quantitative data collected with the questionnaire were cleaned up for missing answers and
were coded and analyzed using SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences version 23).
Descriptive and statistical analysis were generated and presented in the data analysis and
presentation section. The descriptive statistics were used to measure distribution of a variable
while statistical data were used to measure relationships between selected variables. Statistical
significance of variable correlation was tested using t- tests like Chi- Square and Karl Pearson’s
coefficient of correlation. Descriptive data were aggregated and presented in tables and charts

while raw data were annexed in the end of the thesis for reference.

The qualitative data collected through interviews were organized in congruence with the major
themes of the research. Verbal patterns that respond to the research questions posed were coded,
extracted from the interviews and categorized under major contents. (Walliman, 2011: 134) puts
the importance of pattern coding as “It reduces the data into smaller analytical units such as
themes, causes/explanations, relationships among people and emerging concepts.” Generally, a

content analysis method was used to organize the interview data.

After the quantitative and qualitative data were transcribed, organized, coded and categorized,
they were triangulated at the data analysis and the discussion sections. The purpose of
triangulation or which is sometimes called convergent approach is for “comparing the results
from the two databases and notes whether there is convergence or divergence between the two
sources of information (Creswell & Creswell, 2018: 302).” This helps to prove the findings and
to strengthen validity of the research. With regards to this, (Kothari, 2004: 274) proposes
different strategies that enhance data validity and one of them is to,

Triangulate different data sources by examining evidence from the sources and using it

to build a coherent justification for themes. If themes are established based on
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converging several sources of data or perspectives from participants, then this process
can be claimed as adding to the validity of the study.

Though other strategies are required to check for data validity, triangulation, which is selected
to be a suitable analysis method for this research adds to that effort.

3.6.1 Unit of analysis

The research analyzed civic engagement at an individual youth’s level. Though youth might be
engaged individually or collectively in civic activities, their engagement was assessed at an
individual level. There might be youth associations and clubs where the youth contribute, but the
research did not investigate collective engagements. Rather, individual engagements and the
associated challenges were the focus of analysis. In addition to this, institutional support
mechanisms were scrutinized at the lower district levels of administration. The opportunities
woredas created to promote youth civic engagement and to enact youth frameworks were
analyzed. Woredas were chosen as units of analysis for they were the closest administrative tiers
who provided services to the youth. The policies and institutional mechanisms devised at city
administration and sub city level are implemented at woreda level where the youth live and

receive services. So, institutional supports at the city or sub city level were not covered.

Engaging youth in a research is not a simple task. It requires knowledge of youth behaviors,
interests and aspirations. According to (Schelbe, 2015:508), research with youth and adolescents
is complex and varies from engaging in adult research with respect to their “legal status,
developmental capacities, and power differentials.” The researcher has experienced some of
these youth hood aspects from family, and consistently learnt more from other resources to be

familiar with youth culture and behavior for smooth communication during data collection.

3.7. Data validity and reliability

3.7.1. Validity

Validity of data concerns to “accuracy and credibility of findings. Creswell & Creswell, 2018:

274)” In the present research, validity was ensured by employing a number of strategies. The
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content validity of the questionnaire items were confirmed by the Ethical Review Board of the
Center for Regional and Local Development Studies. Further to this, the survey questionnaire
was piloted with 20 samples and items that were not replied by most of the pilot participants and
were vague were improved and rephrased. Other strategies which were used to maintain data

validity were:-

e Triangulation- The qualitative and quantitative data collected via different mechanisms
were triangulated to crosscheck trustworthiness of findings (Kothari, 2004: 274).

e Description of core settings and events- a detailed description of informants, settings and
events are given to create shared knowledge with the readers.

e Describing divergent findings- divergent findings were carefully noted during data
collection and were reported and analyzed to cross check data consistency between the

quantitative and qualitative data.

3.7.2. Reliability

Data reliability is another significant component of a research. Reliability is achieved when data
collection procedures and items are consistent or stable. According to Creswell & Creswell
(2018: 215), reliability in a quantitative research focuses on internal consistency of “multi-item”
instruments, “which is the degree to which sets of items on an instrument behave in the same
way.” The items for the quantitative survey of this research are adapted from previous
researches, which proved reliability. Reliability of instruments was also checked by processing
Cronbach’s alpha (o). With respect to finding a stable and reliable data from respondents, effort
was exerted to minimize influence of external factors on respondents during data collection.
Kothari (2004:75) recommends “standardizing the conditions under which the measurement

takes place” helps to gather stable and reliable information.
Reliability analysis was processed including 14 items and the Cronbach’s Alpha was .815.

3.8. Ethical Consideration

Ethics as an area of study is defined as “the area of study that involves investigation,

organization and protection of societal concepts of right and wrong behavior (Burdich,
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2016:35.” When it comes to research, ethics has been widely applied to refer to conduct of
researchers with respect to writing and developing a research and in terms of dealing with
research participants (Swazey et al., 1993). Over time and space, a number of codes and
principles have been designed to manage researchers’ behavior and guide them in terms of
ethical considerations of their engagement with human subjects (Burdich, 2016:37). When it
comes to research, ethics is about putting informants/subjects first in the research process. It
relates to protecting the rights and interests of informants and handling privacy with respect and

responsibility.

Ethical issues in this research were considered through different processes and procedures. The
research ethical guidelines of the center of Regional and Local Development Studies, the
College of Development Studies and the university were strictly adhered to meet the ethical
expectations. Second, the proposal and the data collection instruments of the research were
reviewed by the Ethical Review Board of the center as well as the college. The review board
issued ethical clearance to continue the research by considering ethical issues during the data

collection, analysis and interpretation procedures.

Ethics was also ensuring by receiving verbal consent from participants. Particularly, during
collecting interview data, some youth participants and two experts in the woreda administration
declined to provide a recorded interview and their decision was accepted. The researcher

followed the procedure for gathering informed consent as illustrated in (Burdich, 2016:38-39):-

1/ Ensuring respondents are aware of the research they are volunteering for before they
provide consent, this includes: the aims and procedures of the research, possible risks
and expected benefits, having the opportunity to withdraw at any time from the research.
2/ The investigator must ensure that consent is based upon comprehension and he or she
must adapt information to be understandable to every participant irrespective of:
intelligence levels, maturity, language ability.

3/ The participant must be free to consent to being a subject, or not, with no
manipulation involved.
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The purpose of the research was described thoroughly both in the survey questionnaire. Besides
this the researcher verbally explained the research purpose to officials who gave permission to
collect the data. These were woreda youth and sport office leaders, managers of youth centers
and school directors. The researcher collected the questionnaire data and the interviews in

person. So, a verbal explanation of the research objectives was given to participants.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

4.1. Data analysis

4.1.1. Background of the respondents

Both female and male respondents were included proportionally in the study. The data

concerning the respondents’ gender are presented as follows.

Table 4: Respondents’ gender

Gender Frequency | Percentage (%)
Female 139 53.1

Male 121 46.2

Missing 2 .8

Total 262 100

As can be seen from the table above, both female (139, 53%) and male (121, 46.2%) participants

were well represented in the study.

The study also included youth from 16-34 years old. Since ages of the respondents were
collected in a continuous form, it was more convenient to present age in a descriptive data as

shown in the following table.

Table 5: Statistical data of respondents’ age

Descriptive data

Mean 21
Median 19
Minimum 16
Maximum 34
Range 18

N 252
St. Deviation 4,312
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As can be noted from the descriptive data in table 3, there were 11 (3.8%) missing cases for age.
The average mean age of respondents was 21, the median was 19 and the range was 18. The
minimum age was 16 and the maximum age registered was 34. Though the maximum age limit
for young people is 29 in Ethiopia, the researcher approached it flexibly due to contextual
situations that did not allow separating respondents as per age during data collection. The
questionnaires with respondents exceeding the age limit were not discarded assuming their value

in age sensitive items like voting, which occasionally happens in timeframes.

Respondents had different educational background as shown in the next table.

Table 6: respondents’ educational background

Educational level of the Frequency Percentage

respondents (%)

Elementary 3 1.1

Junior 12 4.6

High school 172 65.6

College diploma 24 9.2

TVET 5 1.9

First degree 35 134

Second degree and above 11 4.2

Total 262 100

As can be noted from table 6, 172 (65.6%) of the respondents to the questionnaire were high
school students (grade 9-12), 35 (13.4%) had first degree while 24 (9.2%) and 11 (4.2%) held
college diploma and second degree and above respectively. Students were not only met in
schools, most of the respondents who filled in the questionnaire in the libraries in youth centers
and at home were students as well.

The other information pertinent to the respondents’ background was their marital status. The data
are displayed in the next table.

Table 7: marital status of the respondents

Marital status Frequency Percentage (%)
Single 236 90.1

Married 25 9.5

Divorced 1 4

Total 262 100
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When it comes to family status, the majority, 236 (90%) of the respondents were single or
unmarried but only 25 (9.5 %) were married. Since the majority of the research participants were

students, they did not establish their own family yet.

The next section of the chapter deals with data of the major themes that align with the conceptual
framework of the research.

4.1.2.Assessing youth civic engagement in different dimensions

Status of youth civic engagement in the target areas was investigated by asking respondents to
indicate how often they participated in dimensions of youth civic engagement. Responses are
organized in three categories indicating civic engagement in community based activities, in

voting and in youth voice.
Community based indicators of youth civic engagement
Community based civic engagement indicators are diverse and wide ranging but activities that

are thought of reflecting the socio-economic and cultural contexts of the urban Ethiopian youth
are included in this study. Results are organized in the following chart.
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Chart 1: Community based indicators of youth civic engagement

Source: Survey data

Community based civic engagement indicators are diverse but activities that are thought of
reflecting the socio-economic and cultural contexts of the urban Ethiopian youth were included
in this study. The first one was engagement in volunteerism. As can be seen from table 8, a bit
more than a quarter of the respondents (88, 33.6%?) replied that they were frequently engaged in
volunteerism, and nearly the same number of the respondents (82 or 31.3%) participated
sometimes. On the other hand, 92 or 35.1%? rated their participation to be less frequent.

Most of the youth who participated in the interview indicated that they volunteered to charitable
organizations by taking care of the elderly, children and the bed ridden like in Mekodenia
Charity Organization, Red-Cross Society and Compassion Ethiopia. They also participated in
planting trees, supported school feeding programs at schools, etc. as forms of volunteerism and
others volunteered during holidays. One of the interviewee, female 21, said that she voluntarily
tutored elementary school children in a charity organization for free. Youth considered
supporting fellow students with disabilities in the form of volunteering time in reading books,
notes or examinations to be one aspect of youth civic engagement.

! Data showing frequent participation are summation of usually (4) and always (5) responses
2 Data showing less frequent participation are summation of never (1) and rarely (2) responses
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Youth participants answered to the open ended question in the questionnaire that they
contributed in fund-raising events to support the poor, elderly and people with disability.
Organizations youth participants volunteered are also worth mentioning here:-

- Hareg Charity Association

- Makedonia Charity Organization

- Mela Special Needs Association

- Muday Charity Organization
The researcher visited Muday Charity Organization to verify youth volunteerism. The manager
told the researcher that they did not have youth volunteers on the time, but they often had
volunteers during summer time when schools are closed. A few respondents indicated that they
contributed in the students union at their school. Though these participations of the youth are

encouraging, they still rated their engagement to be infrequent.

The other community based indicator of civic engagement was donating. To this, most of the
respondents (121 or 46.2%) rated their participation to be infrequent or low while a slightly more
than a quarter of them (78 or 29.8%) frequently engaged in donation. The rest (63 or 24 %)
donated sometimes. According to the qualitative data collected from the youth and key
informants of the research, youth were actively engaged in donating blood. Another female
interviewee, female (22 years old, mentioned that she met a poor boy and bought him all the
materials he needed to work as a shoe shiner. Most of the youth the researcher interviewed
expressed their passion for donation if they have an enabling environment to support the poor
and the weak. The researcher had the chance to observe a sport and recreation event organized
by one of the youth centers in the target woredas. The event was planned to mainly create a
platform for blood donation, and the manager of the center told the researcher that they expected
more youth to take part in the event than the number of actual participants. The other manager of
a different youth center complemented that they often had a few volunteers when they prepared a
blood donation event. The manager generally evaluated youth participation in organized blood

donation events to be very low.

The majority of the respondents (184 or 70.2 %) very rarely attended community meetings. A
few of them (37 or 14.1%) replied that they frequently attended community meetings while only
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41 (15.6%) sometimes went to community meetings. During the interviews, it was only one
youth (male, 30) who mentioned to have attended a community meeting in his area.

When it comes to helping neighbors in weddings, funerals, religious ceremonies etc., as a social
based civic engagement, it was more than half of the respondents (153 or 58.4%) who rated their
participation to be frequent. Less than a quarter of them (57 or 21.8%) sometimes helped in the
neighborhood while 52 or 19.6% less frequently helped neighbors.

Membership of associations or clubs in different community settings is the other dimension
indicating civic engagement. In view of this, the research tried to assess youth participation in
clubs in schools/offices/neighborhoods. To this question, 40.8% of the respondents rated their
participation to be less frequent and nearly the same number or 38.5% participated frequently.
On the other hand 54 or 20.6% of the respondents were sometimes engaged in clubs. The
administrations in the target areas of the research used organizing clubs and associations as
strategies of enhancing youth participation in the youth centers. The clubs included children and
older adults as well. A youth expert in one of the woredas mentioned in the interview that they
formed 21 clubs to involve the youth in sport, music and theater. The associations they listed out,
further to the clubs, were youth associations, youth leagues and Idir which was established by
the youth. A manager of a youth center explained to the researcher that youth associations and
youth leagues are mainly politically motivated gatherings since they are designed to extend the
political organization of adults to the youth.

Recreation activities are thought to be among the events that mostly attract youth participants.
Contrary to this assumption, half of the respondents (137 or 52.3%) replied to have less frequent
participation in such events. Only 71 or 37.1 % of the youth participants replied as participating
frequently and 53 or 20.2 % of them took part in those situations. Recreational activities are
mainly organized in schools and in the woreda youth centers. The researcher observed a sport
and recreational event organized by one of the youth centers in the target woredas. The event
was meant to mainly create a platform for blood donation, and the manager of the center told the
researcher that they expected more youth to take part in the event than the number of actual

participants.
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There was also an endeavor to assess respondents’ level of engagement in informal groups like
sport games or other kinds of activities apart from the formally organized events. In this aspect
as well, nearly half of the respondents 48.2% indicated to have been engaged less frequently, but
88 or 33.5% of the respondents were involved frequently in these activities. Those who
sometimes played in these groups were 41 or 18.3 %. Most of the male youth participants of the
interview pointed out that they played football and other sport in organized or individual events
during their free time. One female participant (23) also said that she played football in her spare

time.

Voting
Voting is one of the most important indicators of participation in electoral processes. Election is
a long process and participation could be demonstrated in a many other ways, but the area
selected for this research is voting. VVoting provides youth the opportunity to decide on the public
system that influences their future. Results are computed in the following pie chart.

voting

H frequently

B sometimes
rarely

Chart2: Youth participation in voting

Source: Survey data

The majority of the respondents 184 or 70.3% had low participation in voting while only 45 of
15.2% frequently voted frequently. Small number of participants, 32 or 12.2%, replied that they

voted sometimes in regional or local elections.
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Youth voice

Youth voice refers to a situation where youth stand for others. It can encompass broader concepts
ranging from standing out for humans to animals and the environmental concerns. Respondents
were asked to rate their participation in three areas that come under this category as displayed in

the following chart.

90.00%
80.00%
70.00% 64.90% 63:80%
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50.00% = frequently
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30.00%
° 21.40% 21.40% rarely
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signing petition  advocating for others' reading news papers
rights and magazines

82.00%

Chart 3: Civic engagement in youth voice

Source: Survey data

To the first item that asks respondents for how often they participated in signing a petition
online or in person, the majority, 215 or 82%, replied that they infrequently signed a petition.
Insignificant number of them, 25 or 9.5%, participated frequently and nearly an equal number to
that, 22 or 8.4%, said that the sometimes participated in this area. Out of the 17 youth
interviewees, only one (female, 21) pointed to have signed a petition online.

The other specific area included in youth voice as an indicator of civic engagement was
advocating for environmental protection, for children’s or women’s rights etc. Just like the other
dimensions under the category, the majority of the respondents, 170 or 64.9%, replied that they
were very rarely engaged in advocacy while less than a quarter, 56 or 21.4%, participated
sometimes. On the other hand, a few of the respondents, 38 or 13.8 %, frequently advocated for
others’ rights. All of the youth interviewees who were asked for this question said that they

never participated in advocacy. For instance, one of the female interviewees stated, “l and my
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friends didn’t do anything in terms of advocating for others apart from donating, visiting and

helping the weak and the elderly in our neighborhoods (22).”

Another interviewee, who actively participated in volunteerism and donation, considered these
kinds of youth voice to be advanced levels of engagement. When asked about participation in
advocacy or signing petitions, she said,

To be honest, I never thought of this. I didn’t participate in these kinds of advanced
activities. It could be because of the stage (of the engagement), | may not be there yet;
or it could be because I didn’t have these kinds of opportunities. But after this, I will

pay attention to this aspect of engagement as well (female, 18).

Reading newspapers and magazines regularly was included as an indicator of civic engagement
under youth voice. Though it does not directly relate engagement on behalf of others, coming in
to contact with the media as a form of civic engagement informs the youth and builds their
knowledge about what is happening around their environment. Information supports decision to
engage for civic engagement and enhances youth participation in advocating for others. It was in
view of this that reading newspapers and magazines was added to the category, and the data
reveal that the majority of the respondents, 63.8% or, rarely participated in this dimension. Less
than a quarter of the respondents, 56 or 21.4%, replied to sometimes read the print media while
only 14.5% frequently engaged in it. Some of the youth participants told the researcher during
interviews that they loved to read fictions during their spare time, but not magazines for
information.

4.1.3.Determining dimensions with high youth civic engagement
rate

While the status of youth civic engagement can be determined from the above frequency table,
the frequency analysis does not clearly indicate dimensions with high and low youth civic
engagement scenario. To gain this result, a mean analysis was processed so that the variables

could be organized in a descending order according to youth’s level of participation though the
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mean intervals cannot be interpreted meaningfully for the type of ordinal data used in the

research.

Table 8: dimensions of civic engagement in a descending order of youth participation

Descriptive Statistics
Dimensions of YCE N | Minimum | Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
Helping neighbors in weddings,
PINg Netg g 262 1 5 3.65 1.222
funerals, religious ceremonies etc.
Volunteering to help others 262 1 5 3.05 1.272
Participating in clubs in schools,
) ) 262 1 5 2.95 1.439
neighbors or offices
Donating 262 1 5 2.77 1.281
Participating in sport or other groups in
P g P ) grotp 262 1 5 2.74 1.511
schools/ offices or neighborhoods
Participating in recreational activities 261 1 5 2.56 1.339
Reading newspapers and magazines
261 1 5 2.15 1.181
regularly
Advocating for environment, women
) ) ) ) 262 1 5 2.10 1.193
and children’s rights in person or online
Participating in community meetings 262 1 5 2.01 1.178
Voting in national or local elections 261 1 5 1.92 1.359
Singing petitions online or in person 262 1 5 1.58 1.028
Valid N (list wise) 259

Source: Survey data

The dimensions of youth civic engagement are organized in a descending order, one with high
frequency being placed on top and the least exercised type at the bottom of the table. A least
engagement experience (never) was given code 1, and the highest civic engagement practice
(always) was represented by 5. The data in table 10 illustrate that the higher the mean is, the
higher the frequency occurrence of the variable demonstrating higher engagement. Based on this,
the areas where respondents had the highest engagement were volunteering with mean average
of 3.05 and helping neighbors in weddings, funerals, and religious ceremonies with 3.65 mean
average. Conversely, the areas where respondents had the least civic engagement were signing
petition online or in person (1.58) and voting in national local elections (1.92). Participating in
community meetings (2.01) advocacy (2.1) and reading newspapers and magazines regularly

(2.15) were also infrequent amongst youth respondents.
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4.1.3.The challenges of civic engagement

Studies show that Ethiopian youth face myriad problems in life that may concern to economic,
social and political aspects. These problems influence youth engagement in civic activities.
There was an effort in the research to assess the challenges the youth faced in their attempt to
participate in civic engagement activities. The respondents were asked to show the extent at
which their civic engagement was influenced by different factors. Their replies are computed and

presented in the following table.

Challenges of youth civic engagement are grouped as factors external to the youth or less related
to them and those which are connected to the youth themselves for ease of data organization.

Factors external to the youth
The first categories of challenges to youth civic engagement were ones less related to the youth

as shown in the graph below.
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Chart 4: External factors of youth civic engagement

Source: Survey data
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The data in the graph show that more than half of the respondents, 146 or 56.8%?, replied that
lack of opportunities for youth civic engagement in the community highly affected their
engagement. Nearly a quarter of them, 60 or 22.9%, responded that impact of lack of
opportunities has a medium influence on their civic engagement while close to that number of
the respondents, 53 or 20.2%*, said that it its effect was low. Respondents replied to the open
ended question that they never knew any organized program as an opportunity for their civic

engagement. One wrote “no support is given to the youth community so far (male, 18).

When asked the challenges of their civic engagement, most of the youth interviewees mentioned
lack of opportunities to highly affect their involvement. Most of them said, “We don’t have the
opportunity.” One interviewee said, “we have many ideas that can be implemented to help

others, but no one supports us to do so (female, 22).”

On the other hand, a few of them stated opportunities that enhanced their engagement in civic
activities. One of the interviewee (female, 18) recalled, “Our school gave us a small plot of land
to plant vegetables under the urban agriculture plan. We planted different kinds of vegetables.

’

We sold them and used the money to support the poor especially during holidays.’

Another youth (female, 22) shared her experience that she in collaboration with her friends
showed a movie in a university hall to support female students with disabilities during her

university days.

Civic engagement opportunity was explored in terms of avenues availed by the government as
well. With regards to this, half of the respondents, 131 or 50%, rated lack of opportunities in
their administration areas to have high influence. A quarter of them, 69 or 26.3%, said that its
influence was medium while almost equal to that number of the respondents, 61 or 23.3%,

considered its influence to be low.

Youth experts mentioned in the interview that though they created opportunities for the youth to
participate, it was a few of them who showed interest to do so. For instance, one of the managers

of a youth center expressed in despair,

3 Data show summation of very high and high
4 Data show summation of very low and low
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More than 500 youth visit our center to play games, to use the library or for a different
purpose every day. However, only a small number of youth come to volunteer during
campaigns like planting trees or cleaning when compared to the number of youth who
use the center for various purposes. Their participation is not enough. It is the same in
blood donation as well. We find a very few volunteers after we pay sacrifices, and

sometimes we call those who know to come and donate.

Another youth who worked in the same place evaluated that the volunteerism platforms organized
in the administrations did not align with youth passions and interests. They were prepared for the
overall community in the administration area and so the youth were not addressed well. Youth

focused movements were not widely organized.

The other interviewee mentioned a related idea saying “everyone says youth should do
this or that, but no one tries to create a sustainable and convenient opportunity for the

youth to participate in civic engagements (female, 18).”

The other factor that highly influenced youth civic engagement, as rated by more than half of the
respondents, 142 or 54.2%, was negative attitudes towards youth and their contribution to social
development. A quarter of them, 68 or 26%, rated it to have a medium influence while, 52 or

20%, positioned its influence at a low level.

One interviewee mentioned the deep rooted negative attitude reflected against youth who would
like to share what they have as “If you want to share something to others, people would say,

‘have enough for yourself at first’. These kinds of comments are discouraging (female 23).”

Another one also included, “first, it is important to improve the society’s negative attitude
towards the youth (female, 18)” on the open ended question as a solution to encourage youth
civic engagement. The other one also said, “Attention is not given to us who are in this (young)
age (female, 18).”

Participants of the research were asked to rate to what extend lack of clubs at schools, offices or
neighborhoods affect they civic engagement. To this, 121 or 46.2% of the respondents rated the
influence to be high while 75 or 28.6% marked medium and a quarter, 64 or 24.5%, replied that
the influence from this factor was low. On the contrary, lack of family support was rated to have
low influence by 125 or 47.7% of the respondents. A little more than a quarter of them, 27.8%
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considered family support to affect their civic engagement to a medium level and a quarter, 64
(24.4%), of them rated lack of family support to have high impact on their civic engagement.
Youth interviewees indicated that their family wanted and supported their engagement in civic
activities, and some of them emphasized that the only support they had for their participation in
helping others was from their family. One interviewee said, “If there is someone to help us to do

what we want, it is our parents and close family (female, 22).
Youth related factors
Among the challenges of civic engagement that were presented to the research participants, lack

of information about youth civic engagement, lack of money to help others, shortage of time and

poor networking are considered to relate more to the youth themselves.
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Chart 5: Youth related factors of civic engagement
Source: Survey data

As can be seen from chart 5 again, the responses seem evenly distributed amongst the rating
scales in terms of lack of information about civic engagement opportunities. Specifically, while
96 or 36.7 % of the respondents rated the influence of this variable to be low, 84 or 32.1 %
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replied it to be high and 82 or 31.3% said its impact was medium. Most of the participants of the
interviews mentioned that lack of awareness about civic engagement and lack of information
about engagement opportunities affect youth participation. One interviewee indicated, “I think
the big problem is lack of awareness about civic engagement. The youth are highly interested to

engage in volunteerism and other activities if they are encouraged (female, 18).”

When it comes to influence of finance, half of the respondents, 50.3%, indicated that lack of
money to help others was highly challenged their participation. On the other hand, a quarter of
them, 63 or 24 %, rated its influence to be medium but almost the same number of respondents
25.6% labeled it to have a low influence. Time is the other important aspect of youth civic

engagement.

Youth dedicate time to engage in activities that bring change in others life, but to what extent
does shortage of time influence their level of engagement was an enquiry. To this, 96 or 36.7%
replied that lack of time highly affected their participation in civic engagement while an equal
number, 97 or 37%, said that the effect of shortage of time was very low. The rest, 50 or 19.1%,
replied it to have a medium influence. Youth interviewees didn’t take shortage of time to be an
issue to volunteer. One of the interviewee said, “We all have time to engage in volunteerism but
it is a matter of managing our time. The youth rather lack motivation to engage in these kinds of
activities. We waste our free time on social media, on our phones but we give less attention to

volunteering activities (female, 22).”

The other factor that determines youth civic engagement was their tendency to network with
other people. Respondents were asked to rate to what extent poor networking with others affects
their engagement. 107 or 40.9% of them rated poor networking to have a low effect on their civic
engagement while 90 or 34.4% replied that it affects them to a medium level. On the other hand,
a quarter of them, 64 or 24.4%, positioned it to highly influence their participation in civic

engagement.

Further to the challenges listed out in the questionnaire, respondents included lack of motivation
from the youth, lack of education and skills training, lack of a system that encourages national
and civic engagement, the rigid system in offices and lack of justice to the youth among the

discouraging factors of their civic engagement.
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4.4. Institutional mechanisms of youth civic engagement

In this aspect, formal systems designed to enhance youth civic engagement at the government
administration or those established inside the community were investigated. The data that
supported identification of institutional schemes were collected from documents in youth centers,
interviews with managers of the youth centers and experts in the target woredas. The woredas
used the same mechanisms to engage the youth in their administrative vicinities, except one of
the woredas which organized youth idir to enhance youth support to each other. Youth were
involved in civic activities in two ways. On the one hand, volunteerism was integrated with the
formal administrative structure under “Community Engagement and Volunteerism” office where
the youth just like the other community could participate. On the other hand, youth were engaged

in more organized activities in youth centers.

The youth volunteers who got the chance to volunteer through the formal structure received
incentives in the form of pocket money and a certificate for serving as a volunteer. The youth
centers, organized clubs and associations which mainly focused on art and recreational aspects.
An expert in one of the centers told the researcher that there were 17 clubs which train members
in their areas of interest. The members of the clubs and the associations were mobilized during
campaigns and holidays. They volunteered during holidays and participated in campaigns. The
types of campaigns organized by the centers included blood donation campaign, tree planting,
resource mobilization and clean Addis. During the data collection, the researcher observed a
blood donation campaign and a recreational event organized by one of the target woredas. The
manager of the center showed the researcher an attendance sheet containing list of 27 youth who
donated blood during the event. The same woreda established youth idir which had around 500
members, according to the manager, where the youth supported each other. The idir had an

office in the center and had meetings every two weeks.

On the other hand, some youth had engagement opportunities in their schools. One interviewee
(female, 18) recalled, “Our school gave us a small plot of land to plant vegetables under the
urban agriculture plan. We planted different kinds of vegetables. We sold them and used the

money to support the poor especially during holidays.” Another youth (female, 22) shared her
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experience that in collaboration with her friends, she showed a movie in a university to support

female students with disabilities during her university study.

4.5. The role of civic engagement for positive youth
development

It was also important to study impact of civic engagement on youth life. The youth respondents
were asked to indicate what they benefited from participating in civic engagement activities.

Their replies are tabulated in the chart below.

100%
93.50%

90%

80%

70% 66% 67.50%
62.60%

60%

50% M agree

H undecided

40%
do not agree

30%

19.80%

21.40%

20%

12.60%

10%

3.80% 2.70%

0%

T
to network makes me financial for self to exercise
happy benefits confidence leadership

Chart 6: The benefits of civic engagement to the youth

Source: Survey data

As shown in the chart above, the majority of respondents, 173 or 66%°>, agreed that civic
engagement helped them to network with others. Those who couldn’t decide on this were 56 or
21.4% while only 33 or 12.6% did not agree on the role of civic engagement to network with
others. When asked about their civic engagement, most of the interviewees said that they

collaborated with friends or other people to participate in such activities.

5 Data includes summation of strongly agree (5) and agree (4)
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The great majority of the respondents, 245 or 93.5%, agreed that helping others through
volunteerism makes them happy. The number of those who did not decide, 10 or 3.8%, and those
who did not agree, 7 or 2.7%, was insignificant. Almost all of the respondents pointed out that
helping others gave them satisfaction and happiness. To explain this, two of the youth
participants (females, 29 & 22) quoted a proverb saying, “A good deed waits ahead of you” in
explaining their reason for helping others. Another youth (female, 18) said, “Participating in
civic engagement activities gives me mental peace.” Another participant said, “For me
supporting others gives me happiness and satisfaction. For the others, my volunteerism fills in

their gap (male, 22).”

Youth civic engagement is believed to enhance youth self-esteem and boost positive
development. With regards to this, 177 or 67.5% believed that participation in civic engagement
developed their self —confidence. On the other hand, 52 or 19.8% did not decide while 33 or
12.6% did not agree. Respondents also mentioned the value of civic engagement to develop their
self-confidence saying, “Engagement in the broad aspects of civic engagement prepares the
youth for the future. It makes them familiar with the problems they face in life and builds their

confidence by developing skills to overcome the challenges (female, 18).”

More than half of the respondents, 145 or 55.3% also believed that participation in civic
engagement activities helped them to exercise leadership skills while 60 or 22.9% could not
decide. 57 or 20.2% did not agree on enhancing leadership role of youth civic engagement.

Contrary to the above roles of civic engagement, the majority, 164 or 62.6%, of the respondents
did not agree that civic engagement had financial returns for them. 52 or 19.8% did not decide
while only 45 or 17.2% agreed on this. Youth mostly serve in civic engagement activities for
free. However, the government now integrated volunteerism into the formal government
structure. According to the information from youth experts, everyone regardless of age could
serve as a volunteer and get pocket money in kind or cash, but the number of participants who
were engaged in this area was very small and the opportunity was arranged occasionally during
holidays or other events. For instance, when the researcher was collecting data, only two
volunteers were employed in woreda 11 of Yeka sub city.
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An additional test was carried out to find out influence of other variables on youth civic
engagement. For this, Ordinal Regression Analysis was processed taking age as a covariate as it
was the only continuous independent variable in the data. The regression model was appropriate
to four of the dependent variables namely reading newspapers and magazines, voting, signing
petition and attending community meetings, which means the model fitting was significant at Sig

0.000 and the threshold were significant (Sig 0.000) at all levels of the variable values.

Participants of the research were asked to suggest solutions that could help to improve the status
of youth civic engagement both in the questionnaire and in the interviews. The ideas were

repeatedly mentioned in the questionnaire were:-

- create opportunities where youth can contribute freely and encourage them to involve

- acknowledge youth contribution and avoid criticisms and discrimination

- provide adequate skill trainings and raise awareness

- convince the society about the contribution of the youth

- expand services given to the youth

- develop youth’s self confidence

- change the education curriculum and do not make the youth lose hope

- teach social values and create opportunities for active engagement

- Ethiopian youth need a leader who understands and solves their problems of Ethiopian
youth. They should be treated as valuable parts of the society to engage in civic activities

- change negative attitudes towards the youth and create youth friendly civic engagement
opportunities

- help the youth to achieve their passion

- know what the youth want and give them time

- create a civilized society

- create awareness for the youth about their responsibility as hopes of the nation and about

the role of civic engagement to discharge this big responsibility.
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4.2. Discussion and interpretation of the data

The quantitative and qualitative data presented in the preceding section are discussed and
interpreted in this part of the thesis. Discussion is done by triangulating the quantitative data
from the survey with the qualitative data obtained from interviews and in person observation to
the youth centers in the areas under investigation.

4.2.1. Assessing youth civic engagement in different dimensions

The first attempt of the research was to assess the status of youth civic engagement in the target
areas. This was investigated by including a list of dimensions of youth civic engagement which
are organized under community based indicators, voting and youth voice as shown in table 8 of
the foregoing section.

Community based indicators of civic engagement

The first groups of civic engagement were those which assess engagement in the community.
The first dimension in this category was volunteerism. VVolunteerism has been a long established
social practice in Ethiopia in the form of traditionally, culturally and religiously set up
associations like Idir and Ikub, which mainly are intended to freely support each other without
one expecting a return from the other. Idir, and other social platforms, has been recognized as a
humanistic element to pave ways for volunteerism by international researchers like (Chigozie
Azunna et al., 2021: 120) who emphasize “The prevalence of humanistic life philosophies and
policies such as Ubuntu in South Africa, Harambee in Kenya, Ujamaa Ujinji in Tanzania,
Umuganda in Rwanda, or Edir in Ethiopia, requiring empathetic responses by groups, have all
triggered volunteerism in those countries.” This practice has been sustained by the society
regardless of socio-economic and cultural diversity and demonstrates how volunteerism is deeply
grounded. One of the major groups of the society, the youth, show a strong passion and
enthusiasm to support others in whatever way they could, and this has been attested during the
research, especially with the interviews.
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The level of youth civic engagement in this area is, however, low in spite of their interest and
willingness to volunteer. Different platforms were laid to enhance youth volunteerism in the
target areas through government and individual or organizational initiatives. Government
initiatives include integrating volunteerism in the formal administrative structure where youth
and adults could participate, and organizing volunteering events occasionally to cascade top-
down government plans. However, there were two concerns in this regard. First, the scopes of
engagement were very narrow and limited to areas like supporting the “Community engagement
and volunteerism” office to dispatch holiday gifts to the poor, serving as a volunteer road traffic
manager. Engagement in the former area was occasional determined by public holidays and
availability of resources. On the other hand, only a small number of youth have the chance to
involve in road traffic management services. The second aspect of volunteerism can be viewed
from the perspective of the individual youth where they take the initiative to give in their time
and other resources to help others in their own vicinity or through charitable organizations and
care centers. These limited avenues did not effectively elevate youth volunteerism as can be
understood from the quantitative data. If opportunities are established at all government,
community and organizational level, the youth could have volunteered their time and energy and
contributed better than they did.

Similarly, youth civic engagement in the area of donation is limited. According to (Neumayr &
Handy, 2019:2), donation is influenced by subjective factors that relate to “personality traits,
motives, attitudes, norms, and values, which all refer ‘to the way people interpret themselves and
the world around them’ and by resources that pertain to “income and education.” Donation is one
of the areas where the youth show keenness to voluntarily offer what they have in their capacity
to make others’ life better. The youth can be described as the most generous groups of a society
who selflessly serve and support others. A manager of one of the youth centers in the target areas
described youth donation in the center that the youth donate with an open and innocent mind and
donation movement led by the youth is not corrupted.

Ethiopians organize different types of events in groups or individually. It is a social custom to
cooperate in the process of organizing events especially around the neighborhood and family
level. We can witness from our daily interaction that the youth highly participate and contribute a
lot in such social events organized for religious or other purposes. This has been confirmed by
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the data in the research where most of the youth rated their engagement to be high. Of all the
dimensions of youth civic engagement, this aspect was where the majority of the youth (58.4%)
rated to frequently participate. Social events like this are mainly community-based civic virtues
and can be closely available in the family, among relatives or in neighborhood settings. Since
they may not require any formal procedure to participate, they may attract the youth who would
like to use their time to support others at times of good or bad. These kinds of engagements are
significant to tie the youth with their elders and with their traditional, cultural and religious
values.

Youth engagement in clubs at school/offices or neighborhoods is not to the expected level as
compared to the role of clubs as major means of implementing extracurricular activities in
schools or offices. In fact low participation does not entail low youth interest to involve in clubs
and extracurricular activities. More may have to do with the scope of the clubs, the function
attached to their activities and the way they are organized. It is important to consider how well
the clubs, their organization and working system respond to the needs and circumstances of the
youth. Youth will not be attracted if there is a gap between youth interest and club management
particularly at schools. One notable gap could be the tendency to limit clubs inside the schools
and to run them during class times. Expanding the movement of clubs outside schools and after
class time might have contributed to increase youth engagement. These kinds of activities allow
the youth to use their after school time to improve their life, achieve their goals and to become
good citizens as (Fredricks, 2011:327) ratifies,

Extracurricular activities, structured after school programs, and community based programs
are an important part of these hours (after-school youth hours). In general, involvement in
organized out-of-school contexts is associated with positive academic achievement, social
development, and psychological functioning: Participation in unsupervised/unstructured
contexts in the after school hours is related to higher risk behavior and poor academic

outcomes.

Clubs as part of extracurricular activities can be utilized outside school environments as well to

enhance youth civic engagement.

55



Sport as a group activity is used as an avenue to enhance youth engagement in community
settings. It is a social institution where the youth interact with their mates and gain enormous
benefits (Jeffrey M.R. Duncan-Andare, 2010:36). (Anderson-butcher, 2016:2) states
multidimensional benefits of sport for youth from research to be ‘“enhanced emotional,
intellectual, physical, psychological, and social development. Other benefits involve behavioral

changes such as decreases in behavioral problems, delinquency, and substance abuse.”

(Jeffrey M.R. Duncan-Andare, 2010:41) considers sport to constitute part of a popular youth
culture that needs to be incorporated in schools or other youth spaces where youth spend time:

Sport is a good example of youth popular culture. In sport, students are presented with a
specific set of rules that they are expected to follow to play the game properly. There are
specific guidelines surrounding rules of play, the uniform and disciplinary expectations.
Where sport becomes a cultural form of expression is in the opportunities it provides for

cultural expression within, and at the margins, of the rules (Boyd, 1997).

The principles and disciplines youth learn in sport interactions serve as bases to lead their life

and develop positively as good citizens.

Youth attraction and investment in sport is a universally recognized situation. The youth invest
their time, energy and finance in sport for a number of reasons but (Jeffrey M.R. Duncan-
Andare, 2010) relates black American youth investment in sport to their access to sport fields as
close to their living places and to the limited opportunities the black youth have to engage in
other fields.

Youth participants of the current research had limited experience in engaging in sport and other
group activities. This can be connected to multifaceted issues but it can be noted that access to
playing fields in neighborhoods or offices is limited. Since the majority of the participants were
students, it can also be said that schools were not also creating opportunities that enable to utilize
sport as a strategy to enhance youth engagement. If the youth and adolescents lack opportunities
to play sport or other games with their peers, they develop a sense to have missed a significant
aspect of their childhood.
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Voting

Voting is one of the major dimensions of youth civic engagement and youth voters are the main
targets of election campaigns. However, many findings indicate that the youth participate less in
voting as compared to older adults owing to lack of resources and information and other voting
demands (Holbein & Hillygus, 2016:365). Some countries introduced strategies to encourage the
youth to voter in elections. (Holbein & Hillygus, 2016) find out that youth preregistration to vote
at the age of 18 increased youth voter turnout in elections in the United States of America. Youth
are major actors and contributors to the democratic system of a country and engagement in
voting enables them to place their stake in the system.

The data from the current research show that youth engagement in voting was very low. Low
participation of the youth is attributed mostly to lack of trust in the political system when their
needs and interests are not met by leaders. (Mijana Sabu, 2020) identifies “lack of political
knowledge and adequate education, youth political interest and apathy, economy, socio-centrism
attitude and family’s pressure, fear, partisan attachment and the incumbent government
performances, age and the existing institutional structures of Democracy” to be the major factors
that impact youth voting in Ethiopia. According to the Ethiopian law, eligibility to vote depends
on voter age. Article 18 of Proclamation No. 1162/2019 of Ethiopia demands voters to be 18
years old or above to participate in voting. That means not everyone who is considered youth
from the age of 15 is eligible to vote. Though many situations may explain the reason for low
participation, the dimension voting is significantly affected by age of the respondents.

Youth voice

Youth voice is where the youth take agency to lend their voices to activate or advocate for
others’ benefits. They may engage in diverse forms of movements to influence their environment
and create a better place for others. Youth voices are used to identify community problems and
improve them in well planned participatory projects (Owens et al., 2011). Youth reflect on their
ideas of issues they encounter in their surroundings. Youth activists who promote for a
conducive learning environment and a better youth participation in school matters benefited from
their participation and contributed to their community as illustrated in detail in ( Preus et al.,
2016). Youth with strong voice to influence their environment also engage in formal government
structure to plan, decide and implement social change initiatives (Carlson, 2005).
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Youth can also let their voice heard in movements like signing petitions or advocating for others.
Engagement in these areas are very low, however, as can be understood from both the
quantitative and the qualitative data, these are areas where least youth participation was
recorded. Decisions to engage in these areas are made individually though actions can be
collective in the case of advocacy. Youth disengagement in these areas signifies the limited role
they play in the democracy arena that shapes their present and future life.

Youth engagement in the dimensions discussed above significantly varies in terms of the site
where the data were collected except in helping neighbors during weddings, funerals and
religious ceremonies. The reason could be that those who were in the administration offices rated
their civic engagement to be high due to their participation in clubs and associations while the

rest did not think they contributed to improve of their community’s life to the required level.

4.2.3.1dentifying dimensions with high youth civic engagement

Identifying the status of youth engagement in different dimensions enables to capitalize on the
already existing experiences and to build the capacities of the youth to engage in the others
which low rate was record. Accordingly, both the quantitative and the qualitative data and from
the mean comparison of the dimensions show that helping neighbors in weddings, funerals,
religious ceremonies etc., and volunteering to help others were most frequently exercised than
others. Both of these dimensions involve community based engagement where the youth support
others by dedicating their time, energy and other resources. This situation, in fact, contradicts to
(Suchowerska's, 2013:91) explanation of modern youth as, “Because youth experience life
through individualised and fragmented structures, their evaluation of collective political action as

a vehicle for social change is substantially compromised.”

As discussed in the foregoing section, the community accords high values to helping each other
in weddings, funerals and other religious ceremonies. Engaging in these settings shows the
youth’s respect to social orders. It also shows their involvement to volunteer either informally in

traditional institutions or in formal settings created in the administrative structure.
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Conversely, the areas where respondents had the least civic engagement were signing petition
online or in person (1.58) and voting in national local elections (1.92). Participating in
community meetings (2.01) advocacy (2.1) and reading newspapers and magazines regularly
(2.15) were also infrequent amongst youth respondents. These findings demonstrate low level of
youth participation in the political sector and in youth voice settings. Low political participation
in the form of voting has been a global phenomenon (Suchowerska, 2013). It is also a case in
African countries which results from several factors which mainly relate to youth dissatisfaction
in political systems. In relation to this, (Mindzie, 2015 :3) illustrates,

The breakdown of trust between elected leaders and citizens that pervades state-
society relationships across the world has resulted in the rejection of politics by a
number of citizens. This is especially true of youth in the Sahel region, where politics
is widely perceived as a corrupt activity and, in some cases, as a means to quick

enrichment.

Similarly, Ethiopian youth were affected by structural factors that relegate them from

participation in the political, economic and social spheres (Jalata, 2014).

4.2.4.The challenges of youth civic engagement

Studies show that Ethiopian youth face myriad problems in life that may concern to economic,
social and political aspects. Youth civic engagement is hampered by several structural, economic
and cultural factors that may relate to the youth themselves or to the environment external to the
youth. Factors that relate to the youth themselves like shortage of time, lack of information, poor
networking and family support were rated to have low to medium influence on youth civic
engagement. Time is one of the main resources youth own to invest in civic engagement. It
seems that the youth understood this and did not consider it to be a constraint in their
participation. If time is a problem, it is a matter of managing it than shortage of it, as also
illustrated by many interviewees. Families were repeatedly mentioned by the youth to have given
close support in their endeavor to engage in areas like volunteerism and donation or charity.
Researchers like (Andolina et al., 2003) noted on the contribution of family discussion of

political contents and involvement in civic engagement to enhance youth civic engagement in
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various dimensions. For instance (Mclntosh et al., 2007) illustrates family influence on youth
civic engagement in dimensions such as voting and youth voice:

Adolescents who discuss politics and current events with their parents, peers, or teachers

tend to score higher than other youth on measures of civic behaviors, attitudes, and

skills. They develop higher levels of political knowledge, show greater intention to vote

in the future, and do better on a range of civic outcomes from petitioning and boycotting

to raising money for charities and participating in community meetings (Tomey Purta et

al. 2001; Andolina et al. 2003).

The youth believed that they were not constrained by networking or friendship. The assessment
of youth civic engagement showed that their participation in community activities were better
than their participation in individually acted areas. Youth also mentioned that they took part in
civic engagement activities in groups or with others. It is, however, important to underscore the
influence of information on youth civic engagement. Information entails civic engagement
competencies which are developed from different sources from school, work, community, media
etc. Information empowers the youth and keeps them up-to-date about community concerns and
engagement opportunities. Empowerment results in a better participation in civic engagement
areas (Natil, 2021). However, since the youth participants’ interaction with the media, especially
the print media was rated low, the impact of lack or information on their civic engagement

cannot be overlooked.

On the other hand, the youth believed that the major influence to their civic engagement comes
from the environment outside home than personal or family related problems. The limited
opportunities that were available outside in the community or prepared by the administrations
did not align with what the youth wanted to engage in as noted by some experts and the youth
themselves. This might have forced the youth to lose the motivation to respond to most of the
civic engagement calls at the woreda level and find their own ways to help others. Researchers
suggest that family, government and other concerned bodies’ coordinated support is a plausible
condition to enhance youth civic engagement. Concerning this, (Andolina et al., 2003: 275) state,
“Habits formed at home, lessons learned at school, and opportunities offered by outside groups

all positively influence the civic engagement of youth.”
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Unfavorable attitudes towards the youth as destructors and problem creators were amongst the
major challenges to youth civic engagement. Attitudes are culturally and traditionally held
assumptions about youth roles and responsibilities in the community. Negative attitudes towards
the youth close all the doors and prohibit the youth from engaging in the democratic and
administrative structures. In a report which evaluates youth participation in implementation
programs, Ethiopian youth reported elders’ perception of the youth to be an obstacle for their
engagement in social matters (Singh et al., 2016). Therefore, it is necessary to recognize youth
contributions and capacities and open the doors for participation.

Scholars of civic engagement confirmed that civic engagement is influenced by socio-
demographic factors such as age, gender, race, social class etc.,.(Gaby, 2017); (Wray-lake et al.,
2012). In this research as well, regression analysis of civic engagement showed that voting,
reading newspapers, signing petition and attending community meetings were significantly
influenced by age. This entails that as the youth grow up older, they feel responsible to stand for
others and to impact the democracy through voting or community engagements. Their interest to
know more about their environment, their society and about the world and to become informed

citizens increases with age.

4.2.5.Institutional mechanisms of youth civic engagement

Different platforms were laid to enhance youth civic engagement through volunteerism,
donation, and participation in self-development schemes in the target areas. Initiatives of the
administrations in the target woreda are facilitated in two lines of implementations. In the first
one, volunteerism was integrated with the formal administrative structure where the youth and
adults could volunteer. There was an office named “Community engagement and volunteerism”
office which uses volunteers as human resources to run part of its office duties. Youth as part of
residents in the administration areas could engage in the engagement schemes. Usually,
announcements are made to call for volunteers to participate in the prevailing opportunities.
According to the information from the youth experts, volunteers participated to dispatch gifts to
the poor and needy during holidays. Youth volunteers also served in the road traffic

management.
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However, there were two concerns in this regard. First, the scopes of engagement were very
narrow and occasional. Engagement opportunities were determined by public holidays and
availability of resources. On the other hand, only a small number of youth had the chance to
involve in road traffic management services. When the researcher visited one of the target areas,
there were only two youth volunteers ready to contribute during Easter holiday. Throughout the
year, the woreda had only five youth volunteers in the road traffic management sector.

The other and probably the more structured and wider systems designed to engage the youth
were youth centers. All of the target woredas of the research had youth centers. Though this
research did not intend to do a comprehensive account of the operational system of the youth
centers, the centers helped to meet youth respondents and to collect data about the endeavors to
enhance youth civic engagement in the target woredas. A detailed description of youth centers,
their aims and functions in Ethiopia is given by (Belay Tefera et al., 2021). The youth centers
were accountable to Youth and Sport sector and had their own managers and officers. The
centers were mainly meant for youth positive development through diverse mechanisms like
economic engagement by providing spaces and support to organize clubs, to provide recreational
services to the community like sport games and gymnasium services. The centers also provide

services like health and counseling and library services.

The clubs center on sport, music and theatre and had youth, adolescent and children as members.
The clubs had managers, who themselves were young and at the same time train the members
according to their talents and interests. One of the experts in the target woredas said that they had
17 clubs. In some places, the clubs were like associations where the members contributed a small
amount of money to run their daily businesses. In the other centers, trainees paid for their
trainings and the club managers paid rents for the halls they used. During data collection, the

researcher visited offices of some clubs freely given by the centers to facilitate their job.

The youth centers included youth mobilization activities in their annual plans which mainly
concern to activities that directly descended from top administrations. Campaigns were
organized to mobilize the youth and the community in green legacy, clean Addis, blood donation
areas and more. The researcher had the chance to observe a sport and recreation event organized
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by one of the youth centers in the target woredas. The event was planned to mainly create a
platform for blood donation through attracting the youth with the recreational games. The
manager of the center told the researcher that they expected more youth to donate blood than the
number of actual participants. The other manager of a different youth center complemented that
they often had a few volunteers when they prepared a blood donation event and other campaigns.
The manager generally evaluated youth participation in organized blood donation events to be

very low.

In one case, there was a youth interviewee who mentioned a school’s endeavor to youth urban
agriculture to support youth civic engagement initiatives. Urban agriculture programs effectively
enhanced positive out comes through engaging city youth. (Broaddus et al., 2015) explored the
potential use of these kinds of programs to foster civic engagement of students through
internship programs in Maryland, US. The programs were established in the community and
received students for their internship to fulfill the requirements of their education. Urban
agriculture has become a new approach in the efforts to improve food security in urban Ethiopia,
but to what extent these programs are contributing to facilitate youth volunteerism is not clear

yet.

These institutional schemes were not without problems. As can be noted from the explanation,
all of the centers used the same platforms regardless of youth contexts and environmental
situations of their areas. They implemented activities that were cascaded from the top
administrative structure without adding any creativity or innovation to make them youth friendly
and attractive. On the other hand, some of the schemes the youth experts mentioned to engage
the youth like youth leagues and youth associations were politically driven organizations which
might exclude the youth who had no political involvement. (Asnake et al., 2021) underscore that
youth leagues and associations in Ethiopia are “party-affiliated.” A more open youth led
associations can be established outside the government administrations in the community to
inspire the youth to engage better in campaigns or other activities the administrations organize. It
may not always be necessary to connect every association to the administration. For instance,
one of the youth centers helped the youth in their vicinity to form a youth idir, but this was

controlled and managed by the center. Had this association been supported to operate within the
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community, the youth would have collaborated better with the administration in their endeavor to

improve their community’s wellbeing.

4.2.6.The role of civic engagement for youth positive development

Youth engagement in different aspects of civic activities contributes positively to their
development socially, emotionally and academically. The positive link between civic
engagement and youth positive development has been recognized by many researchers like
(Augsberger et al., 2017: 9) who says, “Often identified under the concepts of civic engagement
and positive youth development, benefits that accrue to the young person include feelings of
empowerment, competence, and connection.” Youth who spend part of their time in civic
engagement activities have the opportunities to develop experiences to identify community
problems and find solutions. Interaction with their environment prepares them to the life ahead

through developing skills pivotal to overcome community problems (Ayaya, 2021).

Youth civic engagement can be related to many specific outcomes that contribute to the overall
youth positive development. The first benefit of civic engagement is socialization. The youth
develop their network and establish friendship with their peers and their elders via the group and
individual activities they undertake in different settings. Particularly, youth civic engagement in
schools, through education, in group events and family settings contributes to their political
socialization through orienting them about important political and environmental matters (Niemi
and Sobieszek, 2009).

Youth participants of this research indiscriminately valued happiness to be the main outcome of
their civic engagement. Helping others in different ways as a source of happiness builds
emotional stability which in turn impacts youth health positively. Civic engagement improves
youth mental health by deterring risk behaviors (Fenn et al., 2021). It also enhances youth
confidence and self-esteem through the roles they take as problem solvers, decision makers and
leaders. In particular, youth led initiatives that open doors for youth leadership help the youth to

gain self-confidence through the responsibility to manage a project (Ayaya, 2021).
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CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1. Conclusion

Youth are the major driving forces of development in every society. Engaging them in initiatives
and allowing them to use their talents and efforts to improve the wellbeing of their community
determines the success of any development effort. The present research attempted to assess youth
civic engagement in selected woredas of Yeka and Bole sub cities in Addis Ababa. The youth
who participated in present research were highly passionate to participate in civic engagement
activities and to contribute their share to improve the wellbeing of their community based on
their ambitions, talents and capacities. They also participated in different areas of civic
engagement, but their level of participation was generally low. This was substantiated by the
survey result which yielded less frequent youth participation in all dimensions of civic

engagement presented in the survey.

When observed in terms of three indicators, youth civic engagement was high in community
based indicators as compared to voting and the indicators of youth voice. Most of the youth
(58%) were highly engaged in activities organized in spatially closer places to them such as in
the family and neighborhoods. Events that require collective actions like weddings, funerals,
religious ceremonies, etc. were dimensions where the youth frequently participated. This
indicates that youth preferred collective civic engagement activities that were arranged in the

community than partaking in individually acted areas like signing petition and advocacy.

Age of respondents influenced YCE in voting, reading newspapers and magazines, signing
petition and attending community meetings. Other researchers also found out low participation
of the youth in voting as compared to adults (Holbein & Hillygus, 2016:365). While restrictions
that apply to age of voting might have an impact, youth refrain from participation in politics
when their needs are not met and accommodated in the economic, social and political systems.

The other areas that include reading newspapers or magazines, signing petition and attending
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community meets are areas where one’s political, social and cultural awareness are raised and
reinforced through information and communication. Limited participation of the youth in these
sectors makes it challenging to access information concerning development agendas and to be

informed citizens who proactively and timely engage in development initiatives.

The participants believed that factors external to them presented the major challenge to their
civic engagement. Of these, lack of opportunities, negative attitudes towards the youth and
financial problems were the major obstacles that hampered youth civic engagement in the target
areas. The prevailing institutional mechanisms designed to foster youth civic engagement like
campaigns and volunteerism structures were not youth friendly, were limited in their scope and

diversity and lacked dynamism to address youth needs and interests.

The data from interviews also confirmed that youth had very limited support from others except
from their family members especially parents to participate in community engagement activities.
They had the feeling that they were neglected by the larger society and the administrative
structures and they had no opportunity to implement their ideas which could have solved critical
community problems. It is emphasized by scholars like Niemi and Sobieszek, (2009) that
institutions other than the family such as schools, community, traditional institutions, etc. play
significant roles in supporting the youth to socialize themselves and execute their skills to solve

problems in their community.

5.2. Recommendation

The research enables to emphasize the viewpoint that if youth have access to opportunities for
civic engagement, they can take responsibilities to contribute to the development endeavors of
the country and to their community in their areas. This cannot be done without the proper
support from all stakeholders. The community, schools, the government and all concerned bodies
like parents should put efforts together and give the youth chances to demonstrate their capacity
in terms of changing their environment. The primary data from the informants, added to the

information from the literature review, allow forwarding the following recommendations:-
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Youth civic engagement opportunities should be designed in alignment with youth needs
and interests. Contemporary youth are mainly attracted towards technology and
innovation. So, youth civic engagement programs should be updated to include
innovative activities. For this, youth should participate since from the design of the
programs.

Youth civic engagement programs at woreda level can be creative to adapt the YCE
schemes that are cascaded from top to down in line with the circumstances of the youth
and to the environmental context to engage more youth in their initiatives.

Opportunities outside the administrative structure should be available in the community.
Community based youth civic engagement programs are found to be successful in
attracting youth.

Schools can use extracurricular activities to mobilize youth talents, skills and capacity to
benefit their community inside and outside the schools. Extracurricular activities can be
avenues to apply the competencies gained from civic education and to foster youth
positive development through participation.

. The youth should be empowered and capacitated on using their voices to stand for the
rights of others and to engage in initiatives that solve problems in their community.
. Awareness raising initiatives are needed to inform the youth about civic engagement

opportunities and the ways to engage in such areas. The youth said that they got
information about civic engagement options through their friends and contacts apart from
the campaigns conducted in schools. They did not receive any awareness raising trainings

or sessions about the opportunities.
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Appendices

Survey data

Table 9: Youth participation in different dimensions of youth civic engagement

SIN Items Options
Never Rarely Sometimes Usually Always Mis | Total
(freq/%) (freq/%) (freq/%) (Freq/%) (freq/%) sing
Freq. | Perce | Freq. | Perce. | Freq. | Perce. | Freq. | Perce. | Fre | Perce Fre | Perce
(%) (%) (%) (%) 9 |.(%) 9. | .(%)
1. | Volunteering to help | 32 122 | 60 229 82 31.3 39 14.9 49 18.7 - 26 100
others
2. | Donating 49 187 | 72 275 63 24 46 17.6 32 122 - 262 | 100
3. | Attending 123 469 | 61 23.3 41 15.6 27 10.3 10 |38 - 262 | 100
community
meetings
4. | Helping neighbors 15 55 37 14.1 57 218 70 26.7 83 | 3L - 262 | 100
in weddings,
funerals, religious
ceremonies etc.
5. | Participating in 59 225 | 48 18.3 54 20.6 49 18.7 52 | 198 - 262 | 100
clubs in
schools/offices/neig
hborhoods
6. | Participating in 76 29 61 233 53 20.2 44 16.8 27 | 103 1 262 | 100
recreational
activities
7. | Participating in 81 309 |45 17.2 48 18.3 36 13.7 52 | 198 - 262 | 100
sport or other
groups in school,
office or
neighborhood
8. | Voting in national 165 63 19 7.3 32 12.2 24 9.2 21 |8 1 262 | 100
or local elections
9. | Signing a petition 184 70.2 |31 11.8 22 8.4 22 8.4 3 11 - 262 | 100
online or in person
10.| Advocating for 114 435 | 56 214 56 214 24 9.2 12 | 46 - 262 | 100
environmental
protection,
children’s women’s
rights etc.
11.| Reading newspapers | 105 40.1 62 23.7 56 214 27 10.3 11 4.2 1 262 | 100
and magazines
regularly
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Tablel0: The challenges of youth civic engagement

Items Options
Very low Low Medium High Very high Missing | Total
case
freq Perc | freq | Perc freq | Perc | freq | Perc | Fre | Per | freq | % | Freq. | Perc
% % % % q. % %

Lack of civic engagement | 20 76 |33 12.6 60 229 | 63 24 86 328 | - 262 100
opportunities in the community
Negative attitudes towards the | 19 73 |33 12.6 68 26 65 248 | 77 294 | - 262 100
youth
Lack of civic engagement | 27 103 | 34 13 69 26.3 | 74 28.2 | 57 218 | 1 4| 262 100
opportunities in the woreda
administration
Lack of clubs or associations in | 34 13 30 115 75 28.6 | 62 23.7 | 59 225 | 2 .8 | 262 100
school/offices or neighborhoods
Lack of family support 59 225 | 66 25.2 64 | 244 | 48 183 | 25 9.5 262 100
Lack of information about youth | 46 17.6 | 50 19.1 82 31.3 | 55 21 29 111 | - 262 100
civic engagement opportunities
Lack of money to help others 39 149 | 28 10.7 63 24 52 19.8 | 80 305 | - 262 100
Shortage of time 37 14.1 | 60 22.9 67 | 256 | 50 19.1 | 46 176 | 2 .8 | 262 100
Poor networking with others 57 21.8 | 50 19.1 90 344 | 39 149 | 25 9.5 1 A4 | 262 100
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Table 11: The benefits of youth civic engagement

Items Options

Strongly Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Missing Total

agree disagree cases

Freq. | Perc. | Freq. | Perc | Freq. | Perc | Freq | Perc | Freq | Percent | Freq | Perc | Freq | Perc

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

CE helps me to 81 309 |92 351 |56 214 | 13 5 20 7.6 262 100
network with others
Helping others makes | 167 63.7 | 78 29.85 | 10 385 |5 19 |2 0.8 262 100
me happy
The money | get from | 10 3.8 35 134 |52 19.8 | 58 22.1 | 106 405 1 04 | 262 100
volunteerism is
helpful
I develop self 65 248 | 112 427 | 52 19.8 | 18 69 |15 5.7 262 100
confidence
I exercise leadership | 49 18.7 | 96 36.6 | 60 229 | 22 6.8 |35 13.4 262 100
skills
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The questionnaire

Addis Ababa University
College of Development Studies
Center for Regional and Local Development Studies
A questionnaire to be filled in by research participants

Dear respondents,

This questionnaire is prepared to collect data for MA research at Addis Ababa University, College of
Development Studies, with a title “Youth Civic Engagement in urban setting with reference to
selected Woredas in Yeka and Bole Sub cities, Addis Ababa.” Please, provide genuine responses,
which are of great value to successfully accomplish the study. | would like to ensure that your responses
will remain confidential and will only be utilized for the research purpose.

Please, do not write your names anywhere on the questionnaire paper.

Thank you for your cooperation in advance!

Part 1. Respondents’ Background

Please, respond to the following items by circling the choices or stating in words as required

No o krwbdE

10.

11.

Sub city 1. Yeka S/C 2. Bole S/IC

Woreda

Data collection site 1. School 2. Home to home 3. Woreda administration office
Sex 1. Male 2. Female

Age

Marital status 1. Single 2. Married 3. Divorced 4. Separated 5. Widowed
Educational background 1. Elementary school (Grade 1-6) 2. Secondary school (Grade 7-8
3. High School (Grade 9- 12) 4.College Diploma, 5. TVET 5First Degree6. Second Degree
and Above

Employment situation 1. Student 2. Government employed 3. Private employed 4. self-
employed 5. Unemployed

Monthly income in ETB (from work or family) 1. Below 1,000 2. 1,000-5,000 3. 5,000 —
10,000 4. 10,000-15,000 5. Above 15,000

Are you a member of associations like youth associations, professional associations, sport or

other clubs, informal groups etc.? 1. Yes 2.No 3.1 was in the past but not now
If your answer is Yes for question 10, Which association/s?

11.1 youth associations, 1.Yes 2. No

11.2 professional associations 1. Yes 2. No

11.3 sports' associations 1. Yes 2. No

11.4 Any other clubs, informal groups etc. Please Specify ........c.ccoovvvvieivinnnne

Section 1l. Civic Engagement Behaviors
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The items in the following table include areas of civic engagement. Please, put a mark (X) to indicate how
often you are engaged in the following activities.

Always =5, Usually = 4, Sometimes = 3, rarely = 2, never =1

SIN Items Always | Usually | Sometimes | Rarely | Never

12. | volunteering to help others

13. | Giving to charity

14. | Reading newspapers or magazines regularly

15. | Voting in national/regional/ elections

16. | Signing a petition online or in person

17. | Attending in a community meeting

18. | Participating in organized recreational activities.

19. | participating in environmental advocacy, science,
health, child/women rights advocacy, etc. in
person or online

20. | Helping neighbors during weddings, funerals,
social/religious events or community/ gatherings

21. | Participating in a club at
school/neighborhood/office

22. | Participation in sport groups in school or
neighborhood.

23. | Plying football, basketball, running and other sport
activities with friends in school or the
neighborhood.

24. | Other (please, specify other areas of engagement

you contribute freely)

Part I11. Benefits of youth civic engagement

In your opinion, what is the benefit of participating in civic engagement activities? Please, show your
agreement or disagreement by circling the numbers that include your answers.

S/IN Items Strongly | Agree | Undecided | Disagree | Strongly
agree disagree
25. | My civic engagement helped me to |5
network with others
26. | Helping others makes me happy 5
27. | Participating in volunteerism allows me to | 5
have some pocket money
28. | Participating in civic engagement builds | 5
my confidence
29. | I can practice leadership skills in clubs and | 5
other movements
30. | Other (Please, specify)

Part IV. Challenges of Youth Civic Engagement
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The following table includes challenges of youth civic engagement. Please, indicate the influence of these
challenges on your participation in civic engagement activities by circling the numbers that include your
answers.

SIN Items Very high | High | Medium | Low | Very low

31. Lack of opportunities for youth civic engagement in
the community.

32. Unfavorable attitudes towards youth and their
contribution.

33. Lack of opportunities for participation in the woreda
administration.

34. I do not have information about civic engagement
opportunities.
35. | do not have enough money to support others.

36. Lack of time.

37. Poor networking with others/poor association.

38. Lack of support from family

39. Lack of extracurricular activities in schools/office or
in my area/ they are inactive even if they are
available.

40. Other (please, indicate other challenges that hinder
your participation in civic engagement)

Part V. Opinion items

41. What kinds of youth programs that enhance youth civic engagement are available in your
community or woreda? In what ways do you contribute and what benefits do you gain from
participation?

42. Please, state specific examples of volunteerism you participated.

43. If you are a member of an association or club, please write the name here.

44. In what ways do the Woreda/ community/school/family support you to participate in activities
that are designed to solve community problems?

45. If you have the opportunity, in what ways do you want to support others?

46. In your opinion, what should be done to increase youth civic engagement?
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A&N ANN RLACA T
PUIC AT 2TT hAE
PASAUICS AhNN, ATF mGTF MohA
N+AFLPF P IRA oML P
M. & +AFLPT

2U a™MEL& P+HIEM. “Youth Civic Engagement in selected Woredas of Yeka Sub city, Addis
Ababa “e@MTF PHATT +ATE N+ Zm- PPhT NA h&A ht ™ @Z8PFT A& N ANN”
NTA CON NABN ANN RLACAE PUTC ATF met hAE NANNNST AFAUIC ATt mTT a6haA
PUA+E 8947 ATITIAT ATYLL% JRLIPC aLET ATIANA 1M PHTF +ATE PIRIATFM
PUNZANT DLIR PANTTY FoC AMPEFT OM$T P PAGANTFM. NPT TFO: ACNP
POAMFD +ATL ANF DG+ET NHAN Ui ATIMT$P MAY NAOPTFMD MLeY NPT
MmN AL AML SAL: OCNP PAAMTFM BB PFID OYAMLPIFFO +MNS ATG+
QAT NF ATLMMA ATZIIN ADSAU: ALIIR NIRPHYIT @Yy+PYy PaqIAR do/B
NPMLt MITMI® N> AL AT8LXE AMEPAL::

NA$S +NNCP NP LML ATNITAL-
NEA RTL: HAFLPT 8¢
M. & ARFT AT h+A+ D PEPTF PCAPT AAN PPHMY D C NTONN LARAfD-,

1. A&A N+ 1.°hh/h+98  2.NA h/h+
2. M8

3. /B e+ANANNT AR N 1. F9RUCT NF 2. VT AT 3. NMZE ANT+8ELEC
4, 23> 1.NW*T 2. ML
5. Agd

6. PINFUsFr 1. PAIN 2. 91N 3.N&T PHALP 4. 0+APP 5 NP PHAP
7. PFIUCT BZE 1. ATRE R4S (1-65 N&A) 2. RhNAT £45 (7-8% Nd.A) 3. PA+E
2B (9-125 h&d) 4. hAF &TAd 5. thihg ao-p
6. PODED/P 891/, 7. FA+TE 89145 NAL
8. PNG-Urd 1.+ 2. PADYNF AONLP L +tbMs 3. AN FP PALPY AOALP N
+eMe 3,094 BCEF +dMs 4. P9A NG 5N AD
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9. MCUP MNPT 9°7 PUA 1.2 (NNhd LR hN+AN ALY £FA4) 1. h1,000 NC NFF 2. h1,000-

5,000 NIC 3. N5000-10,000 N1C 4. N10,000-15,000 NC
5. 115,000 NC NAL
10. PTALR MUNGT ANA 1PH? 1. AP 2. ARLALI® 3. N&T INCH AT ARBALGD
11. ANA AU PHE@ MUNC 102 1. POMPF TYUNC
2. pamp aMyNC
3. PN7CF TuUNC
4. AT ATRAA ANNT AR eNG PAUE 2T NP ANAPTT NIIFMT B

h&ed AT PRITF +ATE aehhT

N@N+AD AIMEH QNS OHALR PAATT FoIC ATRE > PaR 2/ ATRNSAPT MLIP PHTF
F+ATE ALTET FHCHZPAL NTHU ARANTF @AD PACAP +ATE 927 PUA AT NATMITE N
AT NC RMCTT NTANA PAR::

FALR =5, ANHTOYIH=4, AT1878 = 3, RARARAR =2, +NTd AADPI® =

1

+.¢ | e+ATE ALTTF UGA2H | ANHZM.Y2H | AY87L RAR +hF4
RAE | AADP9™

12 AATYATRCET NNY L2 LA dRA+E 5 4 3 2 1

13 AAAT ARATA 5 4 3 2 1

14 IJhMFIT YR FY UA 1H 993NN 5 4 3 2 1

15 NU74$&/NNAA DLIE NDZS JoCem, 1H 5 4 3 2 1
angn/m

16 N&CT TANNAN NANA DLIP NAYHCET 5 4 3 2 1
ang /Z9®

17 NANNNE ANAN ALFC TA+E 5 4 3 2

18 ATHEEYF N+HI8 AN PAPT PA+E 5 4 3

19 NAPC TNZF ARADINALTINT MST PURTTT AT 5 4 3 2
aN$FY ATNNNC NTLLLTF APNPAPT NANA
MLI° NAT1HCEF aDA+&

20 NAC: NASNT NULTIFPFPT THNLP HIB$F 5 4 3 2 1
A4 1NTTT @7H

21 NANNT A+& /NTIRUCT N NALC DL IR 5 4 3 2 1
Naehg e Nt/

22 NFRUCT NF MLI® NALC N7 CF NP &FTF 5 4 3 2 1
MNP aOA+&

23 NTIRUCT N MLIP NALC N7CF PFPT AL 5 4 3 2 1
@A+& AGPAA A91C AT ARZN AT Gk
PAANN P FPTT NAAT 388F JIC dden,mF
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| 24

| AT +aRAAL +ATEPT Nk ANAP AHU S

N&A ANF: PHATF +ATE ADMET PAD. M F-

N+APLL PARUNZANT T9IC AMPE FF NTRLLT ATPNPAPT MLIR NHTF +ATR MAMD CRA+EP

ACAP 971 MPT 3 ANTTAPT? ANPHT N N+AT GL&E+TICT APATIIYTPT MLIP AATRATFPY

NATMLTE P 2DCFT NTANN PAR:

NMI® ANMMAL=5 ANTMAU-=4 OO AATFAI"= 3 AANTHITHI® =2 N{RK.I°
AANGYaggD = 1

PNLAT 7THN MPIRT A=

+/¢ | PRATTF +AFE MPFPT Nmgo ANM@AY | ao@AY | KANHaygo n&x.9
AN AU hATA9 hAhayaqgo
25. PRt FATE AT NPT 5 4 3 2 1
AT8M&/3LT AT8FLT ATTHE A
26. | AfeFy aeC8F PHLN+TA: 5 4 3 2
27. AIRNC-@. PNIE P ETTF N 5 4 3 2

28.

PANTT FOIC A& ST NHTF
TATE YPAPH NN
o4y k8N Fa:

29.

NANNFST AdeT ATPNPAPT
mA+& PARL1T AUATT
ATEATAD e /e

30.

AA (Bmd(r)

NEA A&t PRI +ATE HI8CHT

NTN+AR AIMEH AN OMTF PUNZANTT FoIC ACREFF NTLLLTF ATPNPAPT MLIR PH T

+ATE AL +ROF P PALG +8CFF +PIOMPA: ATHU +918CHT NCAP +ATE AL PAFMD, +ROF

9o PUA AR T NHAM-T ATI4-eF NC 2D CFT NTIANT PAR:

NM9 h&+§= 5 he+§= 4 ™hhAF=3 HP+F= 2

NMo° HPy+5=-1

+.¢

PHTTF FATE T8 C T

Nnmoy™
he+sd

h&e+q

ahhAF

HP+q

nmo
HP+E

31

P U AR AT AATRSC

NDYNZANT RAD ADMFTF PHOITF +ATE

5

32

AOPANNT

ADMFFT ADMFF ANCAT PAD. P+HN
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33 NmZS ANt8 L4 MMPFT Paq PAT4. 5 4 3 2
AL AT RATRPC

34 AADMEF PHYF +ATE aoZ8m NAAAT 5 4 3 2 1

35 ATy ATRCETF N 7THAN NAAAT 5 4 3 2 1

36 PLH AT 5 4 3 2 1

37 NAAT NPT IC PAT 2Ty UNLP 5 4 3 2 1
NV F1T/3L5 AADRP(

38 PN+AN ATH AAOREC 4 2 1

39 NFIRUCE Nt /NARALP N DL gD 4 2 1

NANNNG ANNT AATRFPC/ NF4I° NE
ATPNPA AATELITFO

40 AA (AT CACNPT PRI ATE ATPN PN
P28 +18CFF Wi AHU £hdit)

h&A ARNT : PUAN D PEPT
ANAPTT AT h+AT D PEPF UANPTT ®ALT N L L9 HCHC A AN 2hm-

41. NANNNPF/NFIUCT NF/NARALE NF MLIE NDZSPF PAIYUNLANT F9IC NAR& F+ Y2+ aOA+E
AL AT OMPTF P+HIE, I°F I T LT/ AL AT AX?

42. NN .2 L731F P+A+4&NTFOL ATPNSAPT NA ANAPTT NHCHE PRSI M-

43. P+APR MUNGT ANA Uk POFE M, TYUNC Y@.?

44. PUNLANT FIC ATEFT NTLLTF ATPNPAPT AT8A+E NDZLET NFIRUCT N+ hTUNLAN
ML9° NA+AN 27 ATH R 2L 1A FA?

45. REAT NLPTTF ANTT NIPY ARYF AP aBC8TF BFAN?

46. POMFFT PHATT +ATE ATIARAT ATIIANT 927 ARLZ) AANT NAM. PANA?
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Interview questions for youth participants

Addis Ababa University
College of Development Studies
Center for Regional and Local Development Studies

Interview questions for youth participants

Dear respondents,

This interview is prepared to collect data for an MA research done at Addis Ababa University,

College of Development Studies, with a title “Youth civic engagement in urban settings with

reference to selected Woredas in Yeka and Bole Sub cities, Addis Ababa.” Please, provide

genuine responses, which are of great value to successfully accomplish the study. | would

guarantee you that your responses will remain confidential and will only be utilized for the

research purpose.

Thank you for your cooperation in advance!

Part 1. Respondents’ background

o ok~ w DN P

Subcity 1. Yeka 2. Bole

Sex 1. Male 2. Female

Age

Marital status 1. Single 2. Married 3. Divorced 4. Separated 5. Widowed
Educational background 1. Elementary school 2. High school 3. College/ university
Job

Leading questions

7.
8.
9.

10.

11.

How do you mostly spend your spare time after school or work?

Have you thought of using your time or money to contribute to your community? In what ways?
How do you see youth civic engagement in your area?

What kinds of opportunities do you have if you want to go out and help others or do something
good for others?

Have you ever participated in activities like volunteerism, donation, community gatherings,

advocacy, etc.? If so, please explain your experience further.
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12. What did you contribute and what did you gain from such participations?
13. What challenges do prohibit your civic engagement?
14. What should be done to increase youth participation in civic engagement?

Interview questions for youth experts

Addis Ababa University
College of Development Studies
Center for Regional and Local Development Studies

Dear experts,

This interview is prepared to collect data for an MA research conducted in a title “Youth civic
engagement in urban settings with reference to selected Woredas of Yeka and Bole Sub
cities, Addis Ababa.” Please, give genuine responses, which are of great value to successfully
accomplish the study. | would guarantee that your responses will remain confidential and will

only be utilized for the research purpose.
Thank you for your cooperation in advance!

Part |. Respondents’ background

Sub city 1. Yeka 2. Bole
Sex 1. Male 2. Female
Age

Marital status 1. Single 2. Married 3. Divorced 4. Separated 5. Widowed
Educational background 1. Diploma 2. First Degree 3. Master of Arts Degree or above

o g k~r w b PE

Position

Leading questions

7. How you evaluate youth civic engagement in your woreda?

8. How do you promote youth civic engagement?

9. What programs are available to enhance youth civic engagement in your woreda?
10. How many youth /youth led associations/organizations are there in your district?

11. What contributions did youth make to the community through civic engagement?
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12. What did youth benefit from such engagements?

13. What is the major challenge for youth civic engagement?
14. What solutions would you propose to enhance youth civic engagement?
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