
































































































































CHAI>TER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Thi s part of the study deals w ith the conclusions of the findings and attempts to come up with 

workab le recom mendations that are assumed to be useful for future coverage on corruption 

issues. 

5. 1. Conclusions 

The study was set out to explore the Ethiopian private presses practice in covering co rruption 

related issues in particular w ith Reporte r and Addis Admas newspapers. The study has a lso 

sought to knolV whether the private presses can result in effective address ing problems which can 

hinder the country's development, particularl y in covering corruption related issues timely. The 

general theoret ica l literature on this subject and spec ifi ca lly in the context of Ethiopia is 

inconclusive on several vital questions within the coverage di scourse. The stud y sought to 

answer five basic research questions. 

A combinat ion of quantitati ve and qualitat ive methods of data gathering and analys is were 

employed in the resea rch. To th is end , 67 stories on Reporter and 36 on Addis Ad mas had 

appeared on newspapers were samp led. The size of stori es selected and the span of time covered 

are considered rep resentati ve as well as va lid choices for the study. In add ition, the analytic 

categories include theme of story, source of story, type of story, individual vs. institution , author 

of story and placement of story. The theme of each indi vidual article on corruption was 

considered as the unit of analys is. 

The main lindings in this stud y are chapter specific and were summari zed within the respective 

empirical chapte rs: data presentati on, ana lys is and di scuss ion. Th is sect ion synthesizes the 

empirica l find ings to answer the study's research quest ions. As the research findings indicate the 

newspapers focused more on co rruption th emes of embezzlement wh ich goes in line with various 

research fi ndi ngs. With regards to the use of sources in corruption stori es, the Reporter and 

Addis Admas re lied more on the anti- corruption watchdog in the country, FEACC. 

Almost the one years' mon itoring of the papers under th is study confirms that Reporter 's and 

Addis Admos's strength emanates from their staff writers. The lion share of the corruption stories 

were authored by the in-house writers on both newspapers . It was d iscovered from the study that 
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the low sta ff turn out of journalist-not observed in most media houses in the country- helped the 

authors of the artic les to be familiar w ith corruption issues especia ll y lengthy court proceedings. 

Last but not least, whil e comparing the overall finding of thi s research, one can understand that 

Addis Adl11G has g iven a significant position fo r corruption articles on the front page. The front 

page coverage of corruption artic les confi rms the importance that was given by Addis Adl11GS for 

such crucial issues. Stories di splayed on the front page have an impact in capturing readers' 

attention and may suggest urgency rather than articles placed on the inside pages. On the other 

hand, the fi nding shows that most co rrupti on re lated sto ries were found on the middle pages on 

Reporter. Regarding thi s issue, the interviewed journali st believed that it did not mean that they 

are g iving low attention to corruption, but the number of pages publi shed per a week might affect 

the placement of stori es. 

The scale of the debate is therefore extensive and multifaceted. To generate achievable editorial 

policy and strategies targets w ith regards· to corruption coverage, there is need fo r more case 

studies on other private presses to allow fu rther assess ment of media's dimensions of the subject. 

Exploring the fo ll owin g as future research strateg ies can faci litate the attainment of thi s goal. 

The stud y has offered an e·va luative perspect ive on private presses practice 111 addressing 

corruption re lated iss ues, and was conducted in reference with Reporter and Addis Adl11GS 

through sampling indiv idua l arti c les . Hence, it could be d ifficult to generalize the subj ect under 

di scussion. As a direct consequence of thi s methodology, the study encountered a number of 

limitatiOlis, which need to be considered. 

In spite of what is often reported abo~lt the benefits of media and its role in theoretical and policy 

debates, press ' s ro le in expos ing corrupti on in pract ice has only offered some solution to the 

prevailing and persistent pu blic vulnerab ility and deprivation in Ethiopi a, particularly pity 

corruption such as nepoti sm, c lientism, and bribery were not given adequate coverage on the 

selected newspape rs. 
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5.2. Recommendations 

By fulfill ing its ro le as the Fou rth Estate, the press can bring reform s by harnessi ng c ivi c 

d iscourse. Furth erm ore, the med ia is pivota l since it can act as a condu it for information, ideas 

and opinions to assi st in good gove rnan ce o f soc iety. To thi s end, based on the finding of this 

study the researcher suggests the following spec ific po ints as a reco mmendation for both 

newspapers for future co ns iderat ion: 

.:. Repor/er and Addis Admas need to give more attention for specific instances of 

corrupti on themes espec iall y that o f bribery and nepoti sm, and clinti sm. The newspapers 

should move a ll its reso urces at its di sposal in expos ing such forms of corruption crimes 

observed in vari o us instilutions of the country . 

• :. Reporter and AddiS Admas have to continue their endeavor in expos ing corrupt practices 

al private in stitul ions and individuals. T he effort sho uld focus on uncovering systemati c 

abuse of power and expos ing co mpl icated corrupti on networks at individual level. 

.:. The newspapers have to further broaden th e ir horizon of authoring corruption stories by 

providing continuous traini ng of in vest igative reporting for their journalist. Reporter and 

Addis Admas have to use documents such as survey and annual reports as additional 

material s to support stories and must engage in the revelation of origina l corruption 

stories . 

• :. Addis Admas mus/ inc rease the num ber of feature stories on corruption as they can easily 

draw readers ' attention. To thi s end. the newspaper has to employ and organize a 

dedicated feature's team who are so lely assigned for embarking on in depth stories on 

co rruption . 

• :. Repor/er shou ld capital ize on its ro le as the forum for community discussion by 

broadening commentary secti ons on the newspaper. In particular, readers and potentia l 

stakeho lders should be enco uraged to ex press their ins ights in relat ion to corruption. The 

newspa per can in vite prominent professors from vari ous universities as guest writers . 

• :. Repor/er has to be efficient in plac ing co rru ption articl es in a suitable place . It must be 

careful from h idi ng sto ries in the middle of co ngested di splay and c lassified 

adverti sern~ nts . 
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.:. In general, Reporter and Addis Adl11as should steadfast ly continue the ir role as watchdog 

of the public interest with regard to the go vernm ent as well as the private institutions' day 

to day acti vit ies. As private ownecl press, the newspapers have to serve as strong tools in 

combat ing the perils of corrupti on in the public' s interest. 
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Appendices 

Appendices A: Coding Sheet (Reporter) 

of Theme of Source of Type of Individual! Author of Placement of 
ication Story Story Story Institution Story Story 

(Embezzlement, (Documents, (NewsJeoture, (Private (In-house writers, (Front page, 
fraud, an/i-corruption commenlalY, sector, news agencies, middle pages 
clienlelism, watchdogs, editorial, leller government unknown, readers and back pages) 
bribelY, nepotism law to the editor seClor, both and othel} 
and others) enforcemenl and others) and others) 

bodies, 
government 
officials, 
institutions, 
anonymous 
and others) 

,2006 Fraud FEAC News ind ividual I n house reporter Middle page 
;,2006 Fraud FEAC News indi viduals I n house repOlier Back pages 
;, 2006 Fraud Law News individual In house reporter Back pages 

enforcement 
;,2006 Bribery FEAC News individual I n house reporter Back pages 
:,2006 Embezzlement Others editorial s Government In house writers Front pages 

sector 
:,2006 Fruad FEAC News indi vidual In-house writer M iddle pages 
.2,2006 Other Other Commentary Government Reader Back pages 

sector 
,9,2006 Other Law News Private sector In house writer Middle pages 

enforcement 
19,2006 Embezzlement Documents Feature Government Reader Back pages 

sector 
!6,2006 Embezzlement FEACE News indiv iduals In house writer Back pages 
1,2006 Embezzlement Documents Feature Pri vate sector Reader Back pages 
.0,2006 Other Government News Both In hOllse writers Front pages 

officia ls 
10,2006 Embezzlement Law News Government In house writer Middl e pages 

enforcement sector 
10,2006 Others anonymous Feature Both Reader Back pages 

17,2006 Others documents Feature Both Reader Middle 
!4,2006 Others institutions News individual In house writer Back page 
1,2006 Others Anonymous News individual In house writers Middle page 
29,2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Govern ment In house writer Front pages 

6, 2006 Embezzlement Law News Government In house writer Middle page 
enforcement sector 

6, 2006 Embezzlement Law News Government In house writer Middl e page 
enforcement sector 

23,2006 Bribery FEACE News government In hose writer Front page 
23,2006 Others Anonymous News government In house writer Middl e page 
20,2006 Embezzlement Law News government In house writer Middle page 

enforcement 
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Dec. '.7, 2006 Embezzlement Institutions News Government I n house writers Front page 
')ec. 2j7; 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
. )ec .• ~7,' ~006 Embezzlement Law News Government In house writer Middle page 

enforcement 

~ lec. 27,2006 Fraud Institutions News Individual In house writer Back page 
[ lee. 27, 2006 Others FEACE Letter to the Both In house writer Back page 

editor 
- > 

l!gn. 4, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Front page 
J n·4 2006 Bribery FEACE News Government In hOllse writer Midd le 
'" ' J ~I11. 18,2006 Bribery Institutions Np.ws Government In house writer Front page 
~8,2006 Fraud Instituti on News Private sector In house writer Front page 

Jan' p,2006 Fraud Law News Govern ment In house writer Front page 
enforcement sector 

.Ian. J/S,2006 Embezzlement FEACE Ed itorial Government In house writer Front pages 
Jan. ~S,2066 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house wri ter Middle pages 

- sector 
Jan. :~5, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle page , 

sector 
Jan. '~S, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middl e pages 

sector 
~b. '2, 2006 Fraud FEACE News individual I n house writer Front page 
Feb. 'e 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle page 

I ' sector I 

Fp.b. '2 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Midd le page 
J ' sector 

Feb! 9, 2006 Fraud Institution News Indi vidual In house writer Back pages 
Feb. 9,2006 Other FEACE Letter to the Other In house writer Back pages 

I edilor 
Fill: 16, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
F~. 23,2006 Fraud Anonymous News Pri vate In house wri ter Front pages 

Fer ' 23,2006 Fraud Law News Indi vidual In house writer Middle pages 
enforcement 

~. 30,2006 Fraud FEACE News Individual In house writer Middle pages 
Mqr. 7, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
Mltr. 7, 2006 Other FEACE Letter to the Both In house writer Back pages 

J ed itor 
M~r. 14,2006 Other Institution News Government In house writer Front page 
J ! sector 

fv!br.i 14, 2006 Fraud Documents Feature Private sector Reader Back pages 
M lri 2 I , 2006 Fraud FEACE News Government In house writer Front page 

i sector 
Mar. 2 1, 2006 Other Document Feature Government Reader Back page 

I sector 
, 

Mar. 2 1, 2006 Other Anonymous Article Government Reader Back page 

A(; r. 5, 2006 
sector 

Fraud Law News Individual In house writer Middle pages 
enforcement 

pr. 19, 2006 Fraud Law News Private sector In house writer Front pages 
, enforcement 

.pr. 19, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
.pr. 19,2006 Bribery Other Letter to the Government Reader Back pages 
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-
editor 

ayJ, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government I n house writer Middle pages 
ay.~ O, 2006 Others FEACE News Government In house writer Front page 
~10, 2006 Embezzlement Institution News Private sector In hose writer Front pages 
lay .-jl 0, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
lay. p 0, 2006 Fraud Document Letter to the Private sector Reader Back page 

edi tor 
Embezzlement FEACE News ~(I 7, 2006 

~17, 2006 Embezzlement Documents Alticle 
lay!24, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News 
1ay, 24, 2006 Fraud Documents Art ic le 

, 
'I Appendices B: Coding Summery (Reporter) 

Tbeme of Source of Type of , 
story story Story 

• 
I, 

Embezzlement Documents (8) News (50) 
,._" (29) 

41r~ud ( 18) anti-corruption Feature (6) 

,,- . (31) 
Clientism (-) law CommentOlY 

~ 

enforcement (1) 
(11) 

Bribery (5) government 
officials (1) 

Editorial (2) 

Nepotism (-) Institutions (8) Leffel's (5) 
Others ( 15) Anonymous (5) Artic les (3) 

Others (3) Others (-) . 

• 

Government In house writer Middle pages 
Private sector Reader Back pages 
Government In house writer Middle pages 
Private sector Reader Back page 

Individual/ Author of Placement of 
Institu tion Story Story , 

Private sector In-house Front page 
(10) writers (55) (17) 
government news agencies middle pages 
sector (35) (-) (28) 
Individual (14) unknown back pages 

readers (12) (22) 

Both (6) Other (-) 

Others (2) 

, 
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, -
i'\ppendices C: Coding Sheet (Addis Admas) 
I . __ 1<-'" , 

flte 'Dr Publication Theme of Source of Type of Individual! Author of Placement of 
Story Story Story Institution Story Story 

-; ..t 
(Embezzlement, (Documen ts, (News/eottlre, (Private (In-hause (Front page, I 

I ji-aud, anti- commenlO1Y, sector, lvrifers, news middle pages and I 
I clienlelism, corruption ed i toria/,Articles government agencies, back pages) , 
I bribel)" watchdogs, leller to the sector, both unlmolvn. .. --,1 nepotism and law editor and and others) readers and 

j 
others) enforcement othen) othel) 

bodies, 
- 1 government 

~ 1'1 
. officials, 

( institutions, 

~ '1 I anonymous , and others) r-:;--
Private sector In house 'R· 4.: :2006 Fraud FEACE News Front page 

_ . , I wri ter 
'po I 1,2006 Fraud Law News Private sector In house Front page 

enforcement writer 
--r;; 

Embezzlement FEACE News Govern ment In house Front page p. ~r 2006 
sector writer 

;1. 91, 200t!; Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

; 1. 1 6, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer -;tf ' 20~6 Embezzlement FEACE Commentary Govern ment Reader Middle page 
sector 

;U 3O;jOO6 Fraud Law News Government In house Front page I _~ enforcement sector wri ter 

)v. 7, 20,06 Fraud Law News Private sector In house Front page 
.', enforcement writer 

~c . t4,2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

:1- I ~, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

" ;. 28, 2006 Fraud . Law News Ind ividual In house Front page 
I enforcement writer 

e . 12,2006 Fraud Law News Government In house Front page 
enfo rcement sector writer 

0);. 12, 2006 Fraud Document Commentary Private sector Reader Middle pages 

l 26, 2006 Fraud Law News Pri vate sector In house Front page 
, enforcement writer 
'0. 26, 2006 Fraud Law News Government In house Front page 

enforcement sector writer 

'c.26, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
.. 3,2006 Embezzlement Documents Article Government Reader Back pages 

sector 
I. 10,2006 Other Institution News Private sector In house Front pages 

writer 
1.10,2006 Other FEACE News Both In house Front page 
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writer 

I. 24, 2004 Fraud Documents AlticJe Private Reader Back pages 

J.1,1006 Fraud FEACE News Private In house Front page 
writer 

b. 1,12006 Other Documents Article Both Reader Back pages 

b.81 2OO6 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

b. 8', 2006 Fraud Documents Commentary Individual Reader Front page 

b·12,2006 Fraud Law News Individual In house Front page 
I ' enforcement wri ter 

b.2:l,2006 Others Institution News Pri vate sector In house Front page 
... ; I wri ter 

b' il,2006 Nepotism FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

b1~ 2006 Others Anonymous News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

ar. ~ 8, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
I sector writer 

~~dt 20015 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
;. ~ :, sector wri ter 

ayl.{ ~2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

11 . 7, 2006 Fraud Institutions News Private sector In house Front page ,. 
writer • 

,n 14, 2006 Fraud Documents Letter to the Pri vate sector Reader Middle pages 
. I ed itor 

;;:;:- 21,2006 Embezzlement Anonymous News Private sector Other Front pages 
111:-/2 1, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 

sector writer 
111 .' 28,2006 Fraud Docliments Commentary Individual Reader Middle pages 

.. 

, 

j 
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Appendices D: Coding Summery (Addis Admas) 

Theme of Source of Type of Individual/ Author of Placement of 
story story Story Institution Story Story 

Embezzlement Documents (7) News (28) Private sector In-house Front page 
( 14) (12) writers (27) (29) 
Fraud (16) an/i-corruption Feature (-) government news agencies middle pages 

(16) sector (18) (-) (4) 

Clientism (-) law CommentGlY Individual (4) unknown back pages (3) 
enforcement 
(8) 

(4) readers (8) 

Bribery (-) government 
~fficials (-) 

Editorial (-) Both (2) Other (1) 

Nepotism (I) Institutions (3) Lellers (1) Others (-) 
Others (5) Anonymous (2) Articles (3) 

Others (-) Others (-) 

71 



Appendices E ' Observation check list 

cll ' I IdeIines Information to be filled by the staff members 
Remark 

C' I ItYand 
h Address of 

ead 
~ers 

"tYPe f 
o media outl et 

0 Wnersh' 
• Ip type 

, 

~ 
E:Stabl iShed 

t 

')'P 
.. erating for 

Narn 
e of registered owner 

J 
'-I ~ I 
" arne of pI' inting press the -' 

new , s paper uses 
, 

~ COpy , 

... 
Sales pe\"l SSlIe 

I" 

\ ~ C Urnber of employees 

'Working in the staff (with 

~lification) 

't-'hlll1ber of journali sts in 

the field to co ll ect local 

n ews 
l---. 

I'raini l1 g dtemes 

-

~ 
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I, 

.. .... 

I 
I 
i 
I 

I , 

I r ducational qua lificat ion of 
I 

,oumalists 

t;;; verage number of pages 

in an ed ition 

Language 
I 

I ' 
Percentage of number of 

pages ded icated for (%) 

I 

-Kind :of content 
• ( 'I 

I 
- ,-'- -

. 
j Sources of news 

-" 

-

, 
J 

I 

, -

=. t 
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Appendices F: Interview Questions for Journalists 

I . What are the prominent achievements of Reporter/Addis Admas in the fight against 

corruption? 

2. What are your major targets (focus) on corruption crimes? (Individuals vs. institutions/Private 

institutions vs. government institutions). 

3. How do you eva luate your sources in relation to corruption stories? What is your stand and 

handling mechanism on anonymous (hidden) sources? 

4. How do yo u assign journali sts to report on corruption stories? Are there any specific criteria? 

When and why do yo u use the expression <by staff reporter >? 

5. What are the precautions that yo u take whil e covering court proceedings of corrupti on cases? 

6. What kind of response do you receive from the private sector as well as the government when 

you report on corruption stories on them? Have they ever withdrawn advertisement from your 

paper? 

7. Can yo u exp lain your relati onship with anti-corruption campaigning organizations (such as the 

Federal Ethics Anti-Corruption Commiss ion and Transparency Eth iopia)? 

8. Some scholars argue that in vest igative reporting should not be <end product> of leaks or a 

report on a public agency in vestigation. Rather, they say it sho ul d be the journali st's own 

enterprise or orig ina l wo rk. What is yo ur stand on this? 

9. What are the major obstacles yo ur media house or j ournal ists face when covering corruption 

stories? 

10. Are there any tra inings or special considerations your media house provide to enrich its staff 

members ' endeavor of investigative reporti ng? 

II . Have you ever been charged because of yo ur coverage corruption stories? 

12. Are there any awards that Reporter/Addis Admas rece ived as a resul t of its corruption 

articles? 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration!!! 
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