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CHAPTER ONE

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. BACKGROUND

Child violence, according to Befekadu and Tsegaye (in Desalegn, 1998) and Eshetu (2003), dates
back to the history of mankind though the social concern and a study about it is relatively a recent
phenomenon. For a long time, there have also existed charitable groups and others concerned
with children’s well- being who have advocated the protection of children. Nevertheless, the
issue did not receive widespread attention by the medical profession or the general public until
1962 (Kempe, 1962). It remains largely ignored (Assefa, 2006). Though Violence affects all
racial, ethnic, economic , social and regional lines and groups , but its burden falls
disproportionately on poor and minority children (RAND, 2006) and females and youths, who

Jack the economic and social status to resist or avoid it (Delano, 1998).

According to Reiss and Roth (in Greene 2002), child violence is the physical or emotional
violence on a child by a parent, guardian, teacher, or any other person category person.
According to these researchers, the most widely accepted definition of violence - sometimes
termed "intentional interpersonal injury" is: "behavior by persons against persons that
intentionally threatens, attempts, or actually inflicts physical harm". The closely related terms
"aggression" and "antisocial behavior" are generally applied to lesser forms of violence and
include, but are not limited to, behaviors that are intended to inflict psychological harm as well as
physical harm. Some child development experts go a bit further, and define child violence as any

act or omission, which fails to nurture or in the upbringing of the children.

As it has been stated in Dereje and Derese (1997), a central problem in identifying the nature and
scope of violence is the fact that many forms and incidents of violence in schools are not reported
and recorded as such. Identification of violence in schools as a barrier to increase educational
participation, in particular of girls, in the poorer countries of the world, is not well developed. As
a result, children will face a range of problems in education in developing countries such as

underachievement, high pupil drop-out, and poor quality of teaching and low levels of teacher



























































































































































































































































































































