












































































































































The front pages of the two newspapers were devoted only to 48 (19%) stories. More 

stories about democratic issues were located on the front pages of Addis Zemen 

(28/11.1 %) than on Addis Neger's . 

Addis Zemen placed stories that dealt with good governance, political parties and 

election on its front page in a limited quantity. It did not place a single sto ry that carried 

the message of human rights on thi s particular page. Addis Neger, however, was able to 

entertain stories about political parties, election, human ri ghts and good governance 

(democratic values/issues) on its front page though in small numbers. 

What editors of Addis Neger and Addis Zemen did was in accordance with principles of 

the agenda setting and gate-keeping theories. In connection with placement of stories, the 

agenda setting theory of the press vivid ly explains that the location of articles/stories in 

the newspaper is one of the factors that shows the prominence of certain issues that are on 

the publ ic agenda (Anteneh 2006:60). To put thi s in simple language, arti cles displayed 

on the fi'ont page of a newspaper tend to have more prominence and suggest urgency than 

artic les displayed on the inside pages. 

Anteneh further states that gate-keepers (ed itors, reporters, etc.) determine which sto ries 

to emphasize more in a newspaper as follows: "Establi shed media routines force gate­

keepers determine which stories will pass through the gates and which elements of the 

story will be emphasized." 

Addis Neger placed stories about democratic issues on its front page by mak ing use of 

hard news and feature stories. In its inside pages, however, it used all type of stori es 

except letters. 

On the contrary, Addis Zemen located stories about democratic issues on its front page 

through hard news stories and advertisements. The inside pages of Addis Zemen, 

however, employed all story types to communicate stories about democratic issues with 

the exception of letters. 
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At last, it can be said that the general picture of the study fi ndings explicitly indicate 

there was limi ted effort to cover or report democratic val ues/issues from many angles by 

the two newspapers, Concerning th is, ed itors of Addis Neger and Addi s Zemen attributed 

the cause of the problem to lack of short term and refresher traini ngs on the reporting of 

politics in general and democratic values/ issues in particular to journalists. Moreover, 

according to the two ed itors, journal ists were not constantly updated about how to 

produce quality and interesting articles/stories on democratic issues through trainings and 

workshops. 

The editor of Addis Neger states that the newspaper has assigned reporters that have the 

skill and knowledge for reporting politics and/or democratic issues . Furthermore, Addi s 

Zemen 's editor claimed that qua lified journalists have been given the responsibi lity of 

covering democratic values/ issues. 

In spite of the claims by the two editors, the stories/articles that dealt with democratic 

values/issues (election, political parti es/multi-party system, good governance and human 

ri ghts) during the six months time expl icitly indicated that they lacked the necessary 

reporting quality and as a result, were not comprehensive enough to give readers with 

meaningful and versatile information on democratic values/issues that would help to 

bring about civic consciousness among the general public. The majority of stories on 

democratic values/ issues were fundamentall y hard news and were accessed mainly from 

single information sources. 

Similar to the findings of thi s study, Street (200 I :48) has firml y argued that the media 

mainly focus on the bureaucracy in their coverage of politics in genera l and democracy in 

particular. He further argued that 

The media favor an explanation of politi ca l action that follows the forma l 

contours of the bureaucratic hierarchy. There is a reluctance to attri bute 

behavior to spontaneity or to soc ial forces or processes .... Also ordinary 

people are essent ially passive followers (either pOitrayed positively as 

'supporters' or negatively as 'sheep' or 'dupes'). 

64 



The ed itors of Addi s Nege r and Addis lemen, however, underscore that lack of time and 

resources, manpower shortage, management' s reluctance to pronounce the coverage of 

democratic values/issues, absence of standard editorial policy, unwillingness of different 

human sources, lack of up-to-date and accurate information and unreliable internet access 

are among the obstacles that highly hinder effective reporting and coverage of democratic 

values/issues in the two newspapers. 

Regarding the absence of a standard editorial policy (one factor that high ly influences the 

coverage of democratic valueslissues) with the two newspapers, ed itors of Addis Neger 

and Addis lemen vo iced a relatively similar viewpoint. They said that they have a 

general editorial policy that has been serving as a guiding principle while reporting 

democratic values/issues and others. 

[n contrast to this assertion, the study has found out that editorial policies of the two 

newspapers make genera l statements about the roles and responsibilities they share in the 

repoliing and coverage of democracy and democratic va lueslissues in thi s nation of 

emerging democracy. [n particular, Addis Neger's editorial policy does not deal with how 

the coverage of democracy and democratic values/issues is carried out, by which types of 

reporters and how often in detail. The same is true with Addis lemen. The lack of 

standard editorial polic ies with clearly defined guiding principles, unquestionabl y, 

hampered the repoliing of well-written stories/articles about democratic values/ issues by 

the two newspapers. 

In addition, journalists of the two newspapers admitted that certain newsroom traditions 

affected their way of reporting democratic valueslissues. Addis Neger' s reporter, In 

particular, said that ed itorials and commentaries have mainly been used (at least at 

newspaper level) in order to produce stories about democratic values/issues . Add is 

lemen's reporter al so said that a hard news focus has usuall y been followed when 

reporting was done on democratic values/ issues. This study explicitly reveal s that the 

decisions of Addis Neger and Addis lemen' s journalists have been influenced by 

unwritten policies in their respective newsrooms. 
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Concerning the relationship they had with organi zations, the editor and reporter of Addis 

Neger said: "We used to work in collaboration with two local non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) that advocate democracy namely - Vision Ethiopian Congress for 

Democracy and the African Test for the International Democratic Order. These local 

NGOs were buying newspaper space to run adverti sements about democratic election and 

good governance. The two NGOs were in no way influencing the content of the 

newspaper." In contrast, Addis Zemen 's editor and reporter confirmed that they had no 

such experi ences as far as the reporting of democratic va lues/issues was concerned. 

In sum, the two newspapers show significant differences in their frequency of coverage 

of democratic values/issues. Addis Zemen is found to be taking the lion share in terms of 

frequency of coverage of stori es about democratic va lues/issues. In terms of large space 

allocation, Addis Neger is found to be the lead ing in thi s regard. With regard to the 

quality of stories, it is difficult to state that significant difference was observed between 

the two newspapers. Although the general picture of the coverage of democratic 

valueslissues shows that neither of the newspapers were able to give in-depth and 

comprehensive coverage for democratic values/issues, instances of some stories/articles 

in each of the newspapers were found to be giving insights and valuable information 

about democratic values/issues. 
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CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS 

In order to promote and nurture democracy and democratic valueslissues in a country, 

citizens need to be informed about the importance and value of democracy. In Ethiopia, 

where citizens do not have much access to a wide range of information about democracy, 

newspapers can playa pivotal role by di sseminating useful and practical information on 

how to cultivate democracy. However, as far as the researcher's reading is concerned, 

whether Ethiopian newspapers have been playing a vital role in promoting democratic 

values was not assessed and evaluated. Moreover, studying the role of the mass media 

was not the scope of this study. With thi s in mind, thi s study sought to examine the 

magnitude and nature of the coverage of democratic values/issues in two Amharic 

language Ethiopian newspapers: Addis Neger, a private newspaper and Addis Zemen, a 

state newspaper. 

The fact that democracy is the talk of the day in urban areas of the country might lead one 

to believe that the issue has been frequently well-covered in Ethiopian newspapers. 

Nevertheless, this study has found out that the two newspapers under investigation gave 

uneven attention to the coverage of democratic values/issues (election, political 

parties/multi-party system, good governance and human rights) over the course of six 

months time. 

In fact, the overall study shows that the two newspapers did make an effort to provide 

insights about democracy and democratic values to readers. Though they were few in 

number and irregularly appearing, some of the articles were comprehensive enough to 

help readers raise their awareness about democracy and democratic values. It must also 

be understood that the newspapers did not, as far as this study could discern, cover 

distorted and sensationalized information in relation to the progress of democracy in this 

nation. 

Despite these efforts, the newspapers' potential to advance the promotion of democratic 

values/issues (election, political parties/multi-party system, good governance and human 

67 



rights) has not been utilized well. In light of the growing demand for democracy from 

within and the urge to democratize from outside, the study revealed that the extent of the 

two newspapers' coverage of democratic values/issues was limited. The space allocated 

for such issues was also insufficient. The failure of Addis Neger and Addis Zemen to 

give consistent coverage and adequate space for the issues also means that readers were 

not sufficiently and regularly reminded about democratic values/issues. 

Furthermore, many of the stories m relation to democrati c valueslissues (election , 

political parties/multi -party system, good governance and human rights) were not in­

depth enough to help readers get significant information that could help them advance 

their civic consciousness. Also , for the most part, the stories in relation to democratic 

values/issues were not reported from broader perspectives. For example, many of the 

crucial issues that the public demands like rule of law, freedom of speech and freedom of 

assembly and the like were not covered well. 

The newspapers also fai led to publish critical stories about publ ic officials and different 

governmental and non-governmental organizations working on democracy advocacy. 

They also fai led to cast significant light on policy makers to promote decisive actions in 

relation to nurturing democracy. This suggests that the two newspapers did little to play 

an advocacy role in the promotion of democratic values/issues (election, political 

parties/multi-party system, good governance and human rights). 

The two newspapers also failed to give prommence for the coverage of democratic 

values/issues on their pages. Although the editors of Addis Neger and Addis Zemen said 

that readers didn ' t send them any letters pertaining to democrati c values/issues, the 

finding (from in-depth interviews) reveals that the newspapers don't have a clear-cut 

mechanism fo r entertaining readers ' letters, which often is referred to as a forum for 

versatil e opinions. Moreover, though Addis Zemen was better in placing hard news on its 

front pages, the overall picture from the two newspapers shows that many of the stories 

about democratic values/issues were relegated to the inside pages. This mlllllTIlZeS, 
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without any doubt, the readability of the stories. One can, therefore, conclude that the 

newspapers did little to utilize their agenda setting role in this regard . 

The study also reveals that both newspapers gave priority for local stories in spite of the 

fact that they failed to draw the attention of alternative information sources. Many of the 

stories were sourced from politicians, government organizations and sources termed as 

"other". This clearl y shows that journalists in both newspapers did little to produce well­

researched and balanced stories from different angles. 

All of these inadequacies are attributable to, as reporters and editors of Addis Neger and 

Addis Zemen pointed out, time, financial and manpower constraints, little access to 

research findings, unwi llingness of di ffe rent sources, routines and some unwritten 

traditions in the newsroom contributed to the inefficient reporting on democratic 

values/issues (election, political parties/multi -party system, good governance and human 

rights) . 

In general , thi s study employed a content analysis research method which allowed a 

comprehensive look at how the two Ethiopian newspapers cover democrati c values/issues 

(election, political parties/multi-party system, good governance and human rights). In­

depth interviews were also conducted to see why the coverage of democratic 

values/issues was limited and why the newspapers were unable to provide comprehensive 

and high quality reporting. But the effectiveness of information about democratic 

valueslissues that was published on the two newspapers has not been studied, as its needs 

an independent study with a focus on readers. Thus, further research can be conducted on 

thi s genre to find out how the coverage of democratic values/issues influences readers' 

perception. 

Furthermore, the presentation of democratic values/issues in the broadcast media and a 

comparative study of the coverage of democratic values/issues between print and 

electronic media are also potential research topics. 
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Appendices 

Appendix One: Coding Sheet and Variables to be coded 

A coding sheet for the study entitled "Coverage of Democratic Issues in Addis Neger 

and Addis Zemen 

Type of Newspaper: ......... . .... ... . . 
Coder: . . ... .. ..... ..... . . ......... . . 

Date of Type of Theme of Length of Source of Origin of Placement 
Publication Story Story Story Story Story of Story 

Main Categories Sub-categories to be coded 
Type of Story Hard news, features, letters, editorials, 

adverti sements, commentaries and others 
Theme of Story Election, political parties/multi-party 

system, good governance and human rights 
Source of Story NGOs, government organ i7.ations, 

meetings and workshops, politicians, 
political analysts, political journal/media, 
research findings, individuals and others 

Length of Story Measured by centimeter square (cm") 
Origin of Story Local and forei gn 
Placement of Story Front page and inside page 
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Appendix Two: Type of Story Cross tabulation 

Type of Story 

Hard News Features Editorials cmmentaries Advertisement Other Total 
Coun 25 11 14 16 26 99 

~ 
% wilhin 25.3% 11. 1% 14.1% 16.2% 7.1% 26.3% 100.0% 

" type 0 "" " z newspape 
.:a % within 18.9% 52.4% 87.5% 88.9% 22.6% 76.5% 39.3% 
"0 
"0 type 0 ..: 

story 
% of Tota 9.9% 4.4% 5.6% 6.3% 2.8% 10.3% 39.3% 

~ 

Coun 107 10 2 2 2' 8 153 " Co 

" % within 69.9% 6.5% 1.3% 1.3% 15.7% 5.2% 100.0% Co = ~ " type 0 ~ e 
" " newspape z N .... ~ % within 81.1% 47.6% 12.5% 11 .1% 77.4% 23.5% 60.7% 0 :a 
" type 0 Co "0 
;., ..: story f-

% of Total 42.5% 4.0% .8% .8% 9.5% 3.2% 60.7% 
Coun 132 21 16 18 31 34 252 

% within 52.4% 8.3% 6.3% 7.1% 12.3% 13.5% 100.0% 
type 0 

OJ newspape -0 % within 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% f-
type 0 

stor) 
% of Total 52.4% 8.3% 6.3% 7.1% 12.3°1. 13.5% 1000% 

Chi-Square Tests for Type of Story 
ValUE d Asymp. 

5ig . (2 
sided 

Pearson 81 .918 5 .ooc 
Chi 

Sguare 
Likelihood 85.65 5 .000 

Ratic 
Linear-by 31.22 1 .OOC 

Linea 
Associatio 

n 
N of Valid 25, 

Cases 
• o cells (.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 6.29 . 
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\ppen IX A d ' Th ree: Th emeo fS c tory ross ta b I . u atlOn 

Theme of Story 
Election Political Good Human Total 

Parties Governance Rights 
Coun 24 51 6 H 9S 

~ 
% within 24.2% 51.5% 6.1% 18.2% 100.0% 

" type 0 OJ) 

" Z newspape 
~ % within 25.8% 44.0% 28.6% 81.8% 39.3% :a 

"0 theme 0 -< stor, 
~ % of Total 9.5% 20.2% 2.4% 7.1% 39.3% 
" Coun 6e 0. 69 15 4 15 
'" c- % within 45.1% 42.5% 9.8% 2.6% 100.0% ~ " ~ " type 0 " E 
Z " newspa~e "- N 
0 

.~ % with in 74.2% 56.0°;' 71.4% 18.2% 60.7% 
" 0. "0 

theme 0 >. "0 ... -< story 
% of Tota 27.4% 25.8°;' 6.0% 1.6% 60.7% 

Coun 93 116 21 22 252 
% within 36.9% 46.0% 8.3% 8.7% 100.0% 

Oi type 0 15 ... newspape 
% within 100.0% 100.0°;' 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
theme 0 

story 
% of Total 36.9% 46.0% 8.3% 8.7% 100.0°;' 

c S hi- ;quare T f Th ests or emeo fS tory 
Value d Asymp. 

Si9. (2 
sided 

Pearson 25.845 3 .ooc 
Chi 

Square 
Likelihood 26 .36E ~ .OOC 

Rati 
Linear-by 17.658 1 .000 

Linea 
Associatio 

n 
N of Val id 25, 

Cases 
·0 cells (.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 8.25. 
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A .. _ .. _ .... -_ .. S fS -_._ - _. -- _ . c bul . -- - ---- --_. _ .-

Source of StOry 
NGOs Government Meetings & Politicians Political Dlitical Research Individuals ~ther Total 

organization Workshops ~nalysts Durnal/Media Findings 

Coun ~ 1 11 1 , j 41 91 
~ % within 9.1% 1.0% 17.2°1< 3.0% 9.1% 4 0% 7.1% 49.5% 100.0% 
'" type 0 '" '" z newspape 
.!!! % with in 100.0% 2.6% 28.3% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 53.3% 39.3% 
"C 
"C source 0 
<{ stor 

~ % 01 Tota 3.6% .4% 6.7% 1.2% 3.6% 1.6% 2.8% 19.4% 39.3% 
'" c. Coun 31 2! 4 4, 15 co 
c. % within 24.8°1< 19.0°, 28.1% 28.1% 100.0% 
'" ~ c type 0 

'" '" z E newspape ... '" % within 97.4% 100.0% 71 .7% 46.7% 60.7% 0 N 

'" .!!! source 0 c. 

'" 
"C stor) I- "C 
<{ % 01 Tota 15.1% 11.5°;' 17.1% 17.1% 60.7% 

Coun ! 31 2~ 6( , , 9 25 
% within 3.6°1< 15.5% 11.5% 23.8% 1.2% 3.6% 1.6% 2.8% 36.5% 100 0% 

type 0 
OJ newspape -0 % withir 100.0% 100.0% 100 0% 100.0% 1000% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 1000% I-

source 0 

stofl 
% 01 Tota 3.6% 15.5% 11.5% 23.8% 1.2% 3.6% 1.6% 2.8% 36. 5% 100.0% 
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Chi-S T for S f S -_.- . -- ....... ... . --_.""'_ ... . _ ...... 
Value d Asymp. 

Sig . (2 
sided 

Pearson 100.819 8 .000 
Chi 

Square 
Likelihood 129.70 8 .000 

Ratio 
Linear-by 302m 1 .OOC 

Linea 
Associatio 

n 
N of Valid 25, 

Cases 
-8 cells (44.4%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 1.18. 
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A ,ppen d ' F" 0 " f SI C IX Ive: rlgm 0 ory I bit" ross a u a Ion 
Origin of Stor 

Local Foreign Total 
Coun 79 2C 99 

~ 
% within 79.8% 20.2% 100.0% .. type 0 "" .. 

Z newspape 
~ % within 35.7% 64.5°;' 39.3% ;; 

"C origin 0 ..: 
storv 

% 01 Total 31.3% 7.9% 39.3% 
~ 

Coun 142 11 153 .. 
Co 

'" % within 92 .8"1. 7.2"1. 100.0% Q. 0: 
~ .. type 0 ~ EO .. .. newspape Z N .... ~ % within 64.3% 35.5"1. 60.7% 0 ;; .. origin 0 Q. "C 
;., ..: story E-

% 01 Total 56.3% 4.4% 60.7% 
Coun 221 31 252 

% within 87.7% 12.3°;' 100.0% 
type 0 

iii newspape -0 % within 100.0% 100.0°;' 100.0% E-
origin 0 

story 
% 01 Total 87.7% 12.3"1. 100.0% 

Ch' S T I f 0" f SI 1- ,quare es s or rlgm 0 ory 
Value d Asymp. Exact Sig. Exact Sig. 

Sig. (2 (2-sided) (1 -sided) 
sided 

Pearson 9.434 1 .002 
Chi 

Square 
Continuity 8.26E 1 .004 
Correction 
Likelihood 9.20( 1 .002 

Ratio 
Fisher' .00, .002 

ExactTes 
Linear-by 9.39 1 .002 

Linea 
Associatio 

n 
N 01 Valid 25" 

Cases 
a Computed only lor a 2x2 table 
b 0 cells (.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 12.18. 
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Appendix Six: Placement of Story Cross tabulation 
Placement of Story 

Front Pag' Inside Pag' Total 
Coun 20 79 99 

% within 20.2% 79.8% 100.0% 
~ type 0 " ~ newspape z 

~ ~ 

:a % within 41 .7% 38.7% 39.3% 'C ..: placemen 
of stOfl 

% of Total 7.9% 31.3% 39.3% 
~ 

" 
Coun 28 12, 15 

Co % within 18.3% 81.7% 100.0% .. 
Co c type 0 ~ " i< E newspape " " Z N s - .~ 0 % within 58.3% 61 .3°;: 60.7% 
" 

'C 
Co 'C 

place men ;., ..: 
I- of stOI) 

% of Total 11 .1% 49.6% 60.7% 
Coun 48 20~ 252 

% within 19.0% 81.0% 100.0% 
- type 0 .. 
~ newspape 

s 
% within 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

placemen 
of stOI) 

% of Total 19.0% 81 .0% 100.0% 

Chi-Square Tests for Placement of Story 
Value d Asymp. Exact Sig. Exact Sig. 

Sig. (2 (2-sided (1-sided) 
sided 

Pearson .141 1 .707 
Chi 

SquarE 
Continuitl .04, 1 .833 
Correction 
Likelihood .14C 1 .708 

Ratie 
Fisher's .744 .414 

Exact Tes 
Linear-by .14C 1 .708 

Linea 
Associatio 

n 
N of Valid 25. 

Cases 
a Computed only for a 2x2 table 
b 0 cells (. 0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 18.86. 
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A .. dix S _ .. _ ... -_._ .. . Lenath of StOry C ._-- tabular -_ .. 

Len!lth of Story (em2 

1-1000 1001 -2000 2001-300C 3001-4000 4001 -5000 5001-600( 9001-1000 

Total 
Coun 8 1 ~ 1 1 99 

% withir 87.9% 1.0% 2.0% 5.1°;' 1.0°;' 2.0% 1.0°1c 100.0% 
~ 

'" type 0 en 
'" newspape 
Z 

s 
'" "0 % within 38.2% 8.3% 66.7% 100.0% 1 00.0% 100.0% 1 000% 39.3% 
"0 « length 0 

stor'! 

~ 
% 01 Tota 34.5% A% .8°;' 2.0% A% .8°;' A % 39.3% 

'" Coun 141 11 1 153 Co 

'" % within 92.2% 7.2% . 7% 100.0% Co 

'" 
c: 

~ '" type 0 

'" E newspape z '" - N s 
0 .!!! % within 61.8% 91.7% 33.3% 60.7% '" "0 
Co "0 length 0 '" « I- story 

% alTata 56.0% 4A°1< A% 60.7% 
Caun 228 1 J , 1 ? 1 252 

% withir 90.5% 4.8°1< 1.2% 2.0% A% .8% A°;' 100.0% 
type a 

iii newspape - s 0 
I- % withir 100.0% 100.0% 100.0°;' 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

length 0 

star) 
% alTata 90.5% 4.8°1< 1.2% 2.0% A% .8% A% 100.0% 
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Chi-S . - Tests for L _ ... h ofS ._ . 
ValuE d Asymp. 

Si9. (2-
sided) 

Pearson 19.794 6 .003 
Chi 

Square 
Likelihood 23.81< E .001 

Ratic 
Linear-by 9.04 1 .003 

Linea 
Associatic 

n 
N of Valid 25 

Case, 
*11 cells (78.6%) have expected cou nt less than 5. The minimum expected count is .39. 
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· . ... .. ............. :::;, .................................... .J .... .1 •• , ... .............. ........ _-_ ............ 

Number of Story bv Month 
December07 January 0 February 01 March 08 April 08 May 08 Total 

Coun 31 2, l' 1, 11 99 
% within 31.3"1< 24.2°;' 14.1"1< 12.1";' 11.1"1< 7.1°;' 100.0% 

~ Type 0 

'" NewspapE Cl 

'" z 
.!!l %withil 49.2"1< 44.4"1< 27.5% 38.7% 26.8°1< 58 .3°1< 39.3% 

" Number 0 " <t Story b' 
Month 

% 01 Tota 12.3°1< 9.5"1< 5.6% 4.8"1< 4.4"1< 2.8"1< 39.3% 
~ Coun 3 3C 3 H 3C ! 153 

'" % with in 20.9"1< 19.6"1< 24.2% 12.4"1< 19 .6"1< 3.3"1< 100.0% c. 

'" Type 0 c. c: 
III '" NewspapE :: E 
'" '" Z N - .!!l % with ir 50.8"1< 55 .6"1< 72.5% 61 .3"1< 73.2"1< 41.7"1< 60.7% 
0 

'" " Number 0 

" c. <t Story ~f ,., 
I- Mont 

% 01 Tota 12.7"1< 11 .9"1< 14.7% 7.5% 11.9% 2.0% 60.7% 
Coun 6 5' 51 31 41 l' 252 

% with in 25.0% 21.4% 20.2% 12.3% 16.3% 4.8% 100.0% 
Type 0 

Newspape 
C;; -0 % within 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0°1< 1000% 100.0°1< 100.0°1< I-

Number 0 

Story b\ 
Montf 

% of Tota 25.0°;' 21.4"1< 20.2% 12.3% 16.3°;' 4.8% 100.0% 
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Chi-S T ~ .. . - -_. - . -- ....... for Number of S ._. - Month 
Value d Asymp. 

Si9. (2-
sided) 

Pearson 10.694 5 .OS8 
Chi 

Square 
Likelihood 10.8SS 5 . OS~ 

Ratic 
Linear-by 2.44~ 1 .11 E 

Linea 
Associatic 

n 
N of Valid 2S" 

Case . 1 cells (8.3%) have expected count less than S. The minimum expected count is 4.71. 
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Appendix Nine: Interview Questions for Editors and Reporters 

The purpose of thi s interview is to gather information for the study entitled "Coverage of 

Democratic Issues in Addis Neger and Addis Zemen". 

1. Why were democratic values/issues not presented through letters? 

2. Why were stories on democratic issues limited in the front pages? 

3. Why were editorials and commentaries that dealt with democratic issues limited? 

4. Do you have special reporters who cover democratic issues? 

5. Do the reporters get training on how to report democratic issues? 

6. Does the skill and training of your journalists affect the coverage of democratic issues 

on your newspaper? In what ways? 

7. What problems do your reporters encounter in covering democratic issues? 

8. How are story ideas generated for your newspaper? 

9. Why were democratic issues sourced from few main sources? 

10. Why did you use very few ordinary citi zens (individuals) as information sources for 

stories about democratic issues? 

11 . Do your journalists work together with governmental and non-governmental 

organizations (that work on democracy advocacy)? 

12. Do budgetary and staff constraints (having limited staff) affect your editorial 

decisions in the coverage of democratic issues? 

13. Does covering democratic issues affect yo ur circulation? How? 

14. Why was the coverage of democratic issues uneven? 

If there is any information that you need to add, please write it here. 

Thank you so much for your cooperation. 
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Appendix Ten: Inter-Coder Reliabil ity 

Categories Numbe r of Decisions on Decisions on Reliability 
Coding which the two which the 
Decisions coders agree two coders Percentage of Agreement 

Type of 252 
Story 
Them e of 252 
Story 
Source of 252 
Story 
Origin of 252 
Story 
Length of 2 52 
Story 
Placem ent 252 
of Story 
Total 1512 

Relia bility = 2 M 
N]+N2 

disagree 
245 7 0 .93 

248 4 0.96 

251 1 0 .98 

252 - 1 

247 5 0 .9 5 

252 - 1 

1495 17 0 .97 

Where M is the number of coding decis ions on which the two coders 
agree, and NJ a nd N2 refer to the total number of coding decisions by the 
first and second coder, respectively. 
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96.29 

98.14 

100 

95 .37 

100 

97.37 
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