








ACRONYMS/ ABRIVIATIONS

AAU — Addis Ababa University

BPR — Business Process Re-engineering

E.C. — Ethiopian Calendar

ETP — Education and Training Policy

FAWE — Forum for African Women Educationalists

HRDC- Human Resource Development of Canada

HSRC — Human Science Research Council

ICDR - Institute of Curriculum Development and Research

IER — Institute of Educational Research

MOE — Ministry of Education

NGO — Non- government Organizations

OEB — Oromia Education Bureau

ORS _ Oromia regional state

RPO — Research Publication Office

TGE — Transitional Government of Ethiopia

UNICEF — United Nation International Children Education Fund
UNESCO — United Nation Education, Science and Cultural Organization
WP — Work Process



Abstract: The purpose of this studyisto assess the status o f e ducational
research and the availability o f basic requirements for research in Oromia
Regional State. Education contributes a great deal to the production of
skilled and capable man power a certain country requires for its economic,
social and political development. Likewise, educational research is an
important instrument for the development of education and the improvement
of quality of education. It seems that it is with this understanding of the
value of research that the current Education and Training Policy of Ethiopia
declares that focus will be given to the complimentary i mplementation of
educational research and education. However, the focus giventoitseems
negligible and no satisfactory research is being conducted in the education
system especially in secondary and primary s chools. T herefore, this study
intends to assess the state of educational research in Oromia Regional State
and the availability of basic requirements for research involvement. To this
end, descriptive survey method was employed and two types of
questionnaires were prepared and distributed to 240 teachers and 24 school
principals and deputy principals working in twelve secondary schools
selected using stratified random sampling and availability sampling
techniques respectively. The Oromia education bureau head and delegated
personnel, three zonal education office heads or deputy office heads were
also interviewed in their respective offices. The data collected were
presented using frequency tables and graphs and analyzed using percentages
and weighted mean averages. The findings disclosed that the state of
educational research undertaking is low and no satisfactory research is being
done in the region due to lack of resources, knowledge, experiences, suitable
research strategies and lack of institutional set up that can facilitate research
and wrong conception and perspectives. Based on the findings, conclusions
were reached and possible recommendations were forwarded.
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CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION

1.1. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Educational research is an important component of the education system at all levels

although the degree of its undertaking and level of sophistication differ from primary level to
the tertiary level of education, from woreda/district education office level to ministry of
education level, from individual novice researcher to s enior p rofessional researcher. In any
ways and at any level it is one part of the education processes to be undertaken. Therefore, this
thesis tries to assess the state of educational research in Oromia Regional State.

Before the introduction of modern education in the country in 1908, traditional education was
given in church and mosque yards. The then education was blamed for not preparing the
young people for societal problem solving activities although it has its own contributions in
preparing individuals who can serve the then system status quo and in the invention of Geez
alphabets which made the country unique of having its own script in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Although hundred years have been elapsed since the introduction of modern education in
Ethiopia. Even after the introduction of modern education, the country’s education system
inadequacy in aiming at the problem solving role of education remained the same (Teshome,
1979); (Tekeste, 1996), (Seyoum, 1996) and (MOE, 1996).

Regarding this problem, and misconceptions of individuals, (Amare, 1998: 1) remarked, that
some academics in AAU and elsewhere had negative attitude towards the role of education,
however, the positive role of education in national development has now attained a status of

near consensus among Ethiopian educationalists.



The comment indicates individuals’ even academicians’ had negative attitude towards the role
of education in the national development till recent years. Thus, this seems one of the main
causes for the country’s backwardness and the socio-economic problems up to now.

Scholars are in agreement among themselves that education contributes a great deal to
development by producing skilled man power that can solve e conomic, social and political
problems of a country. However, Aggarwal remarks that there seems to be potentially a
serious philosophical conflict between the new ‘man power’ interest in education and the
traditional view o f education’s role in a free society. He c ontinued his remarks that in the
context of manpower shortage, the educational system comes to be viewed as a ‘brain- power
industry’ whose social function is to build human beings as instruments for building national,
economic and military strength. Under the old view it was taken for granted that education
contributed indirectly to the economic and general welfare of the nation but the over —reaching
purpose of education in a free society was to enable individuals to realize their full human
potentialities for their own sake (Aggarwal, 2004:15). In any ways, the contribution of
education to overall development of a nation is not denied whether directly or indirectly it
plays its instrumental role.

On the other hand, research in general and educational research in particular is also an
important instrument in the development of any sector including education. Research in
education, as in other fields, is a search that provides knowledge for the solutions of problems
in the field of education.

Amare (1998: 2) is in an opinion that “... tremendous need also exists in educational research
which is an integral part of educational process. Through research, education can be vitalized

by continuous provision of scientific information for developing and overhauling the system



of education (including the system — parts)”. Amare, (1998: 7) concluded his studies
remarking as; “It goes without saying that he who possesses information possesses power.
And this power can be achieved through research because it is the only way of getting reliable
information”,

Hailu (2000: viii), also commented about the need for educational research, that what he has
realized over the years was that things were changing and were always dynamic and therefore
requires also dynamic capacities so as to renew or adapt to new conditions and use existing
knowledge or create new knowledge and competencies that would be necessary to meet the
challenges of the dynamic changes. He added, saying, in this process, innovation and learning
involve combining knowledge, new information and organization in terms of business-markets
and also technological/technical inputs. Educational research in his view should concern itself
with creating new knowledge and information, new organizational forms, and the market for
its products such that its products are sold in a way or applied by people who need to use
them. He added also that this requires the outputs of research and the practitioners in the field
need to act together in a coordinated manner.

Derebssa also remarks that research should keep abreast with teaching and should help to raise
the quality of teaching. Thus, research has been recognized as twin broad function of
education that is searching for truth, advancement and refinement of knowledge by conducting
both basic and applied research and teaching. Strengthening research and analytic capacity in
education is an essential requirement for the improvement of development, policies and
practices and the decisions taken regarding them, must be informed by the results of

systematic, well conceived research (Derebssa, 2004: 83).



In his explanation for the need of educational research, Woody (in Good, 2006:15) vigorously
stated the following:
In no field is the need for research more apparent than in teaching, which now done
largely by the rule of thumb. The superiority of one teaching method over another has
never been definitely determined. No scientifically established curriculum exists,
although some promising efforts have been made to affect one. As yet little has been
revealed to indicate one classroom organization is superior to another. The best
method of marking pupils or evaluating instruction has never been scientifically
determined. Little evidence is available on the most satisfactory size of class or length
of recitation. Virtually no data have been gathered upon how the child learns,
although, within recent years, considerable emphasis has been given to investigate in
this field. This list could be extended indefinitely and the enumerated activities
analyzed in much greater detail. Further analysis would only present more proof that
in the science of teaching there has been but little research.
It is clearly understandable from the above statements that educational research contributes a
great deal to: the quality of education, educational policy decision —making, and improvement
of educational practices, in curriculum development, in educational planning and
administration, in teaching evaluation, in exploring and testing of new ideas, in the
improvement of teaching methods, and in production of educational materials, and so on.
Stepping up from the above scholarly recommendations and opinions, one can assume that
curriculum specialists are expected to base their activities on educational research before they
write up the curriculum so asto be sure ofthe relevance o fthe 1essons and scientific and
technical approaches to the teaching practices.
More, educational reformists are also expected to make necessary assessments about the
educational status of a certain country to make the right reformations they are aspiring to bring
about.

Furthermore, teachers and other educators are responsible to carry out educational research to

improve the teaching-learning processes and provide quality education for their citizens so as



to produce quality manpower the country needs to bring about positive change in the country’s

development.

Educational research bureaus, educational research institutions, professional societies,

research funding agencies and foundations, and so on, should be in place at national, regional

and local levels to promote research because development cannot happen by wishful thinking

without knowledge based intervention endeavors.

According to Good (2006:11), the purpose and fundamental meaning of educational research

is as follows:
The ultimate purpose of all educational research is the discovery of procedures, rules
and principles relating to the various aspects of education. Critical reflective thinking
is required in which discovered facts and principles may be utilized, as well as original
data. Thus the answering of any question about education by means of critical
reflective thinking, based upon “best” data obtainable, may properly be called
educational research).

It seems that it is with this understanding that the current Education and Training Policy of

Ethiopia (ETP.1994) states that ‘education is not a separate activity but rather it should be

implemented complementarily with research and development to give all rounded

development to the society.’(ETP.1994:1).

This document also confirms that ‘high focus will be given to educational studies and

research, education and research complimentarily implemented in integration with

development.” (ETP.1994:5).

To sum up, curriculum development, teaching-learning practices, educational planning and

policy decision-making, educational administration, instructional evaluation, child learning

processes, and so on, are important components of an education system which require

educational research to provide quality education to citizens. The writer likes to substantiate



this summary by Amare’s, (1998: 7), remark. “Through research, educators can indigenize
knowledge, curriculum and learning- teaching methodologies. Through educational research
curriculum designers and implementers could be empowered. The capacity of Federal,
Regional and Local system can be enhanced through research”.

Finally, educational research has an indispensable value in promoting quality education and
quality education in its turn produces competent skilled and capable manpower that can bring
about sustainable economic, social and political development.

Therefore, the Ethiopian Government in general and the regional state governments in
particular, are responsible to prepare suitable educational research strategies which can help
easy implementation of its goals so as to make the complementarities of education, research
and development a reality. This may include the establishment of educational research
institutions, research units at national, regional, woreda/district, and school levels; the
allocation of research grants or facilitation of research funding mechanisms; and make the
necessary arrangements for research results disseminations; and so on to get the most out of

educational research and bring about the sector’s overall development.

1.2. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

In spite of the fact that educational research has indispensable significances in the
development of the country, the focus given to the field in general seems negligible.

The Transitional Government of Ethiopia (TGE) — Education and Training Policy document
(ETP), (1994), under its specific objectives, list number 2.2.6. states as, “To make education,
training and research be appropriately integrated with development, focus will be given to

research” and its overall strategy Article 3.6.8. reads as, ‘‘Research of practical societal impact



will be given priority and the necessary steps will also be taken to facilitate the coordinated
efforts of all those concerned”’.
Due credit should be given for the TGE for the value it has placed for educational research and
for including it in the ETP document. Both the MOE and all regional education bureaus are
responsible to implement the policy at all levels. However, although fourteen years have been
elapsed since the launching of the policy, a few research results conducted in Addis Ababa
University almost a decade ago reveal that the link between research, education and training
and policy is loose and no satisfactory educational research has being done in the system. That
is what is written in the policy document and what is practically on the ground seems different
(Habtamu, 2000).
According to research findings in general, educational research undertakings in the education
system is very low albeit the current Education and Training Policy declares that educational
research and education will be implemented complementarily and in integration with
development.
The factors that made the complementarities of educational research and education so weak in
the system in general and in Oromia in particular are assumed to be that:

e no suitable strategies for educational research undertakings and implementations;

e 1o institutional set ups that can play a pivotal role in coordinating research efforts are

in place at Federal, Regional, Local and school levels;
e 1o adequate educational research professionals who can carry out quality research in
education;
e no research facilities, incentives and research funding;

e no well organized research dissemination mechanisms.



Therefore, based on the above assumptions, this study tries to assess the perceptions and
perspectives of persons in the field of education working in Oromia Education Bureau at
different levels about the need and state of educational research undertakings, and factors that

are still prevalently making the educational research undertakings difficult.

1.3. BASIC RESEACH QUESTIONS
This study tries to answer the following basic questions;
1. How do education professionals perceive the role and significance of educational
research?
2. What are the levels of implementation of educational research undertakings
accordance to the intention of the current Education and Training Policy?
3. To what extent are the basic requirements for educational research available to conduct
research so as to improve educational practices?
4. What factors are prevalently affecting educational research progress?
5. Are there ways to alleviate the problems of educational research undertakings?
1. 4. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
1.4.1 GENERAL OBJECTIVE
The general objective of the study is to assess the status of educational research & the
problems of research undertakings so that its practices in the education system will be

strengthened.



1.4.2. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

The study has the following specific objectives:

a) to explore the perspectives of education heads working at different levels in Oromia

about the role of educational research,

b) to explore the state of educational research in the region,

¢) to identify factors that are hindering educational research undertakings at all levels, &

d) to find possible solutions to curb educational research undertaking problems.

1. 5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This study is expected to have the following significances.

1.

It develops better understanding of policy implementers to improve research
undertakings in education.

It contributes to identify the basic problems that hinder research activities so that all
educators in the system may take measures.

It provides possible ways of research participation of educators in the system.

It also reminds pioneers in the field to deeply think on how research work could be
expanded in the system.

The experiences of other countries presented in this research paper may be a good

lesson for our country’s educational policy implementers.

1.6. DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

Although educational research undertakings are the concern and responsibilities of all career

educators including teachers at regional, local and at school/institution levels in Oromia, this

study is delimited to collect data from Oromia Education Bureau head or deputy bureau head;

East Shoa, North Shoa, South West Shoa and West Shoa Zones education office heads; and



principals and teachers using purposeful sampling and random sampling techniques. The
reason why the writer of this thesis confined the scope of the study to the above mentioned
locations is to make the study more manageable to be completed within the time frame

allocated and with the resources available.

1.7. LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

The study assessed teachers’ and school principals’ involvement in educational research and
major factors negatively affecting educational research activities in Oromia regional state.
This study, however, cannot be a typical generalization of the whole country because there
may be differences in variables and the degree of influence of the factors from region to
region. However, the recommendations and policy implications can be used within the region

and other parts of the country having similar context.

1.8. DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

Under this subtopic conceptual words or phrases around which this thesis revolves are
defined.

I. Education: Education is defined “as the natural, harmonious, and progressive development
of man’s innate powers.” (Pestalozzi, in Aggarwal, 2004: 9). Its dictionary definition reads as
“Education is the process of teaching, training and learning especially in school or college to
improve knowledge and develop skills” (Wehmeler, Mcntosh and Turbull( 2006 : 467).

2. Educational Research: Good defines educational research as “the answering of any
question about e ducation by means of critical reflective thinking, b ased upon the best d ata

obtainable” (Good, 2006 :11).
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3. Action research:-“Action research is a kind of applied research, but with the stipulation of
that the researcher is the same person as the practitioner who will make and live with the
decision.” Lehman and Mehrens (in Koul, 1997: 21).

4. Policy;-“Policy is an explicit single decision or group of decisions which may set out
directives for guiding future decisions, initiate or retard action, or guide implementation of

previous decisions” ( Haddad, 1995:18).
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CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Under this chapter basic issues of the study and literature pertinent to the basic questions of
the study are reviewed and presented to establish conceptual frame work and show the status

of research in general.

2.1. WHAT IS EDUCATION
Detailed definitions and functions of education are given by J.C Aggarwal in his book
‘Teacher and Education in a Developing Society’. According to him, philosophers and
thinkers from Yajnavalkya (about 600 BC) to Gandi (1868-1948) in the east and Socrates
(469-399 BC) to Dewey (1859-1952 AD) in the west have defined education in accordance
with their philosophy of life. The concept of education is like a diamond which appears to be
of different color (nature) when seen from different angles. He also listed 48 definitions of
different thinkers and classified them into the definitions which lay stress on inner
potentialities and definitions which lay stress on adoption to the environment (Aggarwal,
2004:3-8).
Aggarwal also argues that Gandi’s definition of education is the best definition because of its
scientific attitude of mind. Aggarwal (2004: 10) notes Gandi’s definition as under:
By education I mean an all- round drawing out of the best in the child and a man-
body, mind and spirit. Literacy is not the end in education and nor even the beginning.

1t is one of the means whereby man and woman can be educated. Literacy in itself is
no education.

This definition of Gandi was taken to be the best because the aim of education should be to
develop the full potentialities of every child.
According to Aggarwal the functional and operational definition of education is a process

which draws out the best in the child with the aim of producing well balanced personalities

12



culturally refined, emotionally stable, ethically sound, mentally alert, morally upright,
physically strong, socially efficient, spiritually upright, vocationally self sufficient and
internationally liberal (Aggarwal , 2004: 11).

John Dewey’s definition of education is often quoted when the western education
development is raised. Dewey defines education as:” Education is the development of all those
capacities in the individual which will enable him to control his environment and fulfill his
responsibilities” Dewey (in Aggarwal, 2004: 9).

Thinkers like Aurobindo, Gandi, Sankaracharya, Tagore, Vivekanand, Dewey, Redden,
Thomson, define education slightly differently. However all agree that education plays an

important role in molding the character and personality of an individual.

2.2. THE MEANING OF RESEARCH

Different scholars define research differently. For example, as to Charles (1988), the term
research was derived from the French word “recherché” meaning to travel through or survey.
Similarly, Graham and Hughes (1995:5), note *“ Research refers to systematic inquiry that is
characterized by sets of principles, guidelines for procedures and which is subject to
evaluation in terms of criteria such as validity, reliability, and representative ness”
Furthermore, Koul (2006:10), defines research as; “The application of the scientific method in
the study of problems. At times, the term research and scientific method are used
interchangeably. Research is a systematic attempt to obtain answers to meaningful questions
about phenomena or events through the application of scientific procedures”. The above
scholarly definitions of research imply that research is a systematic investigation to find facts

or principles and guidelines for procedures which is subject to evaluation.
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2.3. THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF RESEARCH
The origin of research takes us back to the ancient Greece in which the first base was made
for people to think logically especially after the invention of deductive reasoning by the Greek
philosopher, Aristotle who lived between 384- 322 BC.
The deductive method, beginning from general assumptions and moving to specific
applications, made an important contribution to the development of modern problem solving
technique. But this problem solving technique was not fruitful in arriving at new truths.
Centuries later, Francis Bacon advocated direct observation of phenomena, and the possibility
of arriving at conclusions or generalizations through the evidence of many individual
observations. This inductive reasoning process released logical thinking from some difficulties
and limitations of deductive reasoning.
However inductive reasoning methods alone did not provide a complete satisfactory system
for solving problems. But later on, the deductive reasoning of Aristotle and the inductive
reasoning of Bacon were fully integrated in the work of Charles Darwin in the nineteenth
century (Best and Kahn, 2003: 4-5).
Sarantakos (1998:1-2), on his part indicates that research has been used extensively for more
than 2000 years. He writes the following to substantiate his argument as:
Signs of empirical science were shown even before Socrates. Thales (640-550 BC) is
an example of a researcher who employed an empirical — rational [framework to
understand the world of his time: instead of using the traditional explanation based on
religious principles, beliefs and superstitions, he applied observation of natural events
and offered what could be termed an ‘empirical- scientific’ approach to the world.

From the above historical perspectives, one can understand that the modern research had its

roots in the far past times.
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