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Dear journalist, 

Appendix I 

Addis Ababa University 

School of Journalism and Communications 

Questionnaire to be filled by journalists 

I am a student researcher conducting a study on the curri culum of Addis Ababa University, 

School of Journali sm and Communications' undergraduate program for the partial fulfillment of 

the degree of Master of Arts in Journalism and Communications. Here, I kindl y request you to 

fill this questionnaire freely and honestly considering this study's fruittulness is up on your 

genu me responses. 

*Note: This questionnaire is to be filled by only journalists who graduated ti'Dln AAU, School of 

Journalism and Communications in the undergraduate program. 

I really thank you for your cooperation honestly! 

Section One: Demographic Information 

1. Job Title-----------------------------

2. Program Unit of Journalism the respondents learnt (Print or Broadcast)-----------------

3. Year of Graduation (G.C) ------------

4. Education Level in .Iournalism-----------------

5. Native language--------------------

6. Working language-----------------------------

7. Age----------

8. Sex -----------
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9. In what type of media you are working? 

A. Print B. Broadcast C. Internet 

9. 1. What is the ownership of the medium? 

A. Government owned B. Private Owned 

10. How many years of experience do you have as a journa li st? 

A. Less than a year B. 1-3 years C. 4-6years D. 7-9 years E. 10 yea rs and above 

Section Two: Questions regarding the competence of journalists 

For the questions below circle the letter of your choice and write your response in the space/s 

provided accordingly. 

1. What competency problem/s did you face when you joined to your first employer 

media organization? Here, you can choose more than one alternative. 

A. Data gathering 

B. Data organizing 

C. Writing 

D. Reporting 

E. Data analyzing 

F. Editing 

G. A ny other e I se------------------ ------------------------------------------- --------------------

1.2. What is the contributing facto r for the above mentioned problems to happen to 

you? 

A. Because I did not learn we ll enough 

B. I learnt well enough, but the education and the practice do not match 

C. an y other --------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------

x 



2. Do you have a problem with your working language? A. Yes B. No 

2.1 What is the reason for you to have a problem with your working language? 

A. Because my native language is different from my working language 

B. My native language is similar with my working language, but I am not skilled 

C. The medium of instruction I have learn through is different Irom my working 

language 

D. A ny other else--------------------------------------------------------- ---- --- ------

3. Has the way of doing journalism changed since yo u join the media industry? 

A. Yes B. No 

3.1 [f yo u say 'yes', what was/were the change/s you have observed? Here you can 

circle more than one choice and even all of them if they apply. 

A. the way of data gathering B. the way of reporting D. the way of editing 

E. usage of equipments F. the way of data analyzing 

G. any other else-------------------------------

Section Three: Questions related to the curriculum 

4. Does the sequence of the courses negatively affect your professional performance in 

the media? A. yes B. no 

4 .1 [f you say 'yes', how? 

A. There have been some courses which should come latter near graduation, but they 

are offered earlier 

B. [forgot some ski ll s to apply in practice, because I have learnt them very earl y 

before graduation 

C. Any other reason ---------------------------- ----------------------------------

5. What would you say about proportion of the load with sign ificance of the courses? 

A. More significant course are given more load 

B. More significant courses are given less load 

C. I cannot rate it 
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5.1 Please mention examples of those courses? --------------------------------------------

6. What would you say about the quality of learning equipments of the school compared 

to the equipments you are using in the media industry? Here, yo u can choose more 

than one alternative. 

A. The learning equipments of the school are up-to-date 

B. The learning equipments of the school are out-dated 

7. What wou ld you say about the proportion of learning equipments to the number of 

students since you was a student? 

A. proportional 

B. not proportional 

8. The amount of reading materials was enough tor the students. 

A. yes B. no 

9. Have you been assigned to any apprenticeship in your stay at the school? 

A. yes B. no 

9.1 If you say 'yes', What did you get from the apprenticeship?-----------------------------

What do you recommend to make the apprenticesh ip better?---------------------------------

10. If you have courses which you feel are important to be added to the curriculum, 

p I ease men tion them --------- -------------------- -------------------------------------------------

II. What do you recommend on writing a senior essay for a journalism graduate? 

A. For a journalism graduate, I prefer producing a practical project of some kind to 

writing a senior essay 

B. I prefer it to continue as it is going now 

11.1 What is your reason to choose ' A ' or 'B ' ?--------------------------------------------
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12. What is your stand on the advantage of being a 'generali st' and ' special isf journalist? 

A. Being generali st is better because a journalist is supposed to know many fie lds of 

study 

B. Being specialist is better to have a deep knowledge for analysis on a cel1ain subject 

matter as the saying goes ' Jack of all Master of none'. 

C . Any 0 ther idea ---- -------------------------------- -------------------- ---------------------------

13. How you evaluate the overall nature of the curriculum in terms of hands-on 

experience (learn ing by actuall y doing rather than learning about it hom books, 

lectures etc? 

A. It lets the students actually do journali sm more than learning about it 

B. It lets the students to know the theory more than involving the use of their hands 

C. It lets students to do journalism and to learn about it in equivalent degree 
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Appendix II 

Interview Questions for informants 

From the school, AAU SJC 

I. How the courses are arranged in sequence? 

2. What are the criteria for loading the courses with 2 or three credit hours? 

3. Why are some courses left without descriptions, objectives ... in the syllabi? 

4. What is the stand of the curriculum on produc ing specialist (trained on a specific subject 

matter) or generalist (trained to work on different subj ect matters) journalist? 

5. How do you evaluate the teaching equipments of the school in terms of coping up with 

the contemporary media technology? What about the proportion of the equipments to the 

number of students? 

6. How is the partnership of the school wi th the industry 

Journali sts as part-time teachers of practical courses 

Journalists and teachers as joint supervisors of student internships 

7. What the school is doing to respond to the changes in journalism? 
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Appendix III 

Addis Ababa University 

School of Journalism and Communications 

Interview Questions for Editors 

I . How do you describe the competence ofjournaii sts work ing under you in the area of: 

A. Writing and Reporting 

B. Investigative journali sm 

C. D. Knowledge o f national and international institutions 

D. Knowledge of Arts/science courses, 

E. F. Media law 

G. Journalism ethics 

H. Multimedia/online journali sm & digital developments 

n. ~HoO',. OO?C;"?' {lit;}'} !I t· ~"'l.mf!,</>w·l hun·'} ~w'41 hoo!lt..), ~,l\C: tl9"I'\(\,: - iI'rI,,'j:, : 9"Ml<; 

.~9"iI·l (l~ l .<!' ~</>C;"f:'y. ~aD!lt..} ftl· ;I-'fw'l 

xv 



Appendix IV 

List of interview key informants (Addi s Ababa Uni versity School of Journali sm and 

Communications staff) 

No Academic Rank Program Unit the informant works in 

1 Assistant Professor Head of the School , Print and Web Journali sm Program Unit 

2 Doctor Print and Web Journali sm Program Unit 

3 Assistant Professor Broadcast Journalism Program Unit 

List of interview key informants (Editors) 

No Code Type of Medium the informant works for 

1 EO I Broadcast Media 

2 E02 Broadcast Media 

3 E03 Broadcast Media 

4 E04 News Agency 

5 E05 News Agency 

6 E06 Broadcast Media 

7 E07 Print Media 

8 E08 Print Media 

9 E09 Print Media 

10 E IO Print Media 
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Appendix V 

Appendix 

Modules of the Print and Web Journalism Program Unit 

1. EnLa-M1 013 - Basic English Skills 

(EnLa1011 Communicative English Skills for 1 st Semester) 

The modu le foc uses on enhancing students' language competencies. The fi rst course 

comprehensive ly presents students with the opportunity to deve lop their language skill s (Listening, 

Speaking, Reading, Writing, Vocabulary and Grammar). The course foc uses on the deve lopment of 

communication skill s of the students both in academic and non-academic contexts. As a result, it has 

a big contribution to the success of students in their other university courses. The second course 

entirely foc uses deve loping the students' wri ti ng skill in both academic and non-academic contexts. 

Both courses must be given on semester basis as the development of the ski ll s that the courses 

provide is enhanced with the extension of the pe ri od at least to the extent that they can associate them 

with other courses. 

2. JOUR-M 1011 -Introduction to Media Technology 

This module introduces students with basic computer skill s appli cable in the process of print and web 

journali sm tasks. It uses interdisciplinary approaches to explore the im pli cations of multimedia 

technologies as phenomena fo r journali sm. It focuses on prov id ing students with a broad pe rspecti ve 

and practica l skills in the emergi ng forms of journali sm based on digita l platforms. Through contact 

teaching and independent work learners will exami ne how the digita l revolution has affec ted 

journali sm. The learners are expected to know about di ffe rent computer architecture and new med ia 

equipments that are employed at the wo rk place. Students will be exposed to the necessary hardware, 

softwa re and tools and utili ze them in deve loping multimedia projects. 

3. CESt-M1023- Civics & Ethics 

This module dea ls with the meaning and purpose of civic education; survey of hi story of citizenship in 

general and citi zenship in the Ethiopian context in pa,t icular; organ and evolution of consti tutional 

practices; the state, citizenshi p and government.; the history, theory and pract ice of democratic 

governance in the world with specific attention to Afr ica; meaning and nature of fu ndamental hu man 

rights; harmful trad itional practices and the sate of human ri ghts in the Federal Democratic Repub li c of 
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Ethiopia (FORE); the role of political palties, pressure groups, mass-media and international 

organizat ions in influencing democratization and respect fro human rights; important soc ieta l va lues; 

ski II-bu i Iding in mechanism for democratization and management; and internationa l relations. 

4. PWJR-M 1012- Newspaper Reporting and Interviewing 

The module incorporates two courses: I. News Writing and Reporting for Print, and 2. lnterviewing. 

The first course introd uces students with the concept of news, the basic sk ill s of news writing and 

story structuring, components of news story, source and methods of gathering news with a focus on 

newspaper writing techniques. The second course wi ll introduce students with how to research and 

deve lop interv iewing ideas, and help them to app ly practical interviewing techniques. Through the 

module students wi ll understand how to coin interviewi ng questions, finding interviewee subjects 

and perform interviewing for newspa pers and magazi nes. The mod ule will also contain best 

interviewing practices and students wi ll discuss and practice them in class. 

5. JOUR-M 1022 - Media Law and Journalism Ethics 

The module has three courses: I. Media Ethics; 2. Media Law, and 3. Critica l thinking. The first 

deals with key ethical concepts and values. It also examines ethica l issues and chall enges relating to 

profess ional and civ ic duties, such as: news judgment, diversity, gender and sexual orientat ion, 

stereotyping, coverage of state sccurity issues, etc. In the second part, ulllkrstanding the laws which 

guaranty and protect the privi leges and defines the responsibilities of the mass media is the central 

issue . The concepts di scussed include libel , privacy and governmental regul ations. The third part of 

the module, Critical Th in king, focuses on enabli ng students to think critically. It enables lea rners to 

identify arguments, differences and sim ilariti es, asking the right questions, differentiating between 

va lid and invalid arguments, etc. It focuses on helping learners to develop the skill s required to 

construct sound argument of their own and the ability to critically eva luate the arguments of others. 

6. PWJR-M 1222- Newspaper Design & Photojournalism 

This module const itutes two courses: I. Newspaper Design; 2. Graphic Design. The primary aim of 

the module is to provide students with skill s required for speciali zed and advanced Lay-outing and 

designing of newspapers. Students wi ll learn that design is an integral part of content that make 

people want to look into newspapers and motivate them to read stories. Students will acqu ire sk ill s to 

make vi sually effect ive print materials learn the art of placing text, pictures and graphics in 

newspapers for the maximum attraction of the reader. Learning how to create images, fix and 
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enhance pictures, and graphic e lements on computer. The students will learn to visually inte rpret 

events to the general public and illustrate complex issues. 

7. PSYE-M 242- Introduction to Social Psychology 

The course attempts to in troduce the students to the basic tenets of the fi e ld of soc ia l psychology with 

em phasis on topics that are re levant to thi s parti cular group of students such as the mea ning and 

significance of public opin ion and propaganda ; attitude formati on and attitude change; persuasion; 

group dynamics, inter and intra group formation ; soc ial change revo lution and war, and nature and 

roots of aggressive behavior. 

8. PWJR-M 2001- Reporting and Writing for Online Media 

This module contains three separate courses: 1. Online Journalism ; 2.Reporting and Writing 

for Online Media; and 3. Photojournalism. The first introduces students with the emerging 

forms of journalism based on the Internet and other digital platforms. Students will examine 

journalism in the context of the new media and acquaint themselves with the new features 

of the profession . 

The second leads students to learn about the practice of gathering information and 

producing news online. They learn about the new features of news on the Internet. They 

practice reporting stories especially for the web. Topics covered include in-depth interviews, 

modular story structure, linking strategies, use of online communities to find sources , 

verification and selection of reliab le sources. Students report and write three original online 

projects . Students practically learn how to write effective headlines, lead , texts to be 

hyperlinked with key words of news stories, etc. They will understand and able to express 

the basic values of journalism on the Internet and its role in a democratic society. They will 

also look into the ethical problems that can arise with the new digital technologies. 

The third co urse acqua ints students with the basic techn ical skill s o f web des ignin g fo r newspaper 

and magazine . They wi ll em ploy their earlier fam ilia rity w ith med ia techno logy to learn and practice 

designing j ournali stic webs ites. 
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9. COMM-M 2032- Mass Communication Research Methods 

This modu le contains two courses: I. Mass Communication Research Methods; and 2. Introduction to 

Statistics. The first course introduces students with some concepts of scienti fi c research meth ods and 

mass communication resea rch. It highlights historica l perspective of mass communication research. It 

dea ls with the problem of definin g and delimiting research problems, the rev iew of the literature, 

references, coding data and tabu lation, ana lyzing and in terpretin g data, conclusion and recommendations. 

10. JOUR-M2222- Media Language and Art Review 

This module has four courses: 1. Media Language and Translation ; 2. Art Review and 

Criticism; 3. Feature Writing ; 4. Newspaper Production Practicum (NPP I) . The first course 

deals with the issues of language and translation as used in the media. It begins with the 

treatment of the different definitions, characteristics and functions of language as well as the 

main causes of linguistic variation . Principles, techniques and problems of translating news 

from source language to receptor language are also discussed. Emphasize is given to 

agency copy translation and editing aiming at fidelity, readability and speed. 

The second course focuses on dealing with works of arts in the journalistic media . It 

particu larly introduces students with the basic concepts of reviewing and criticism of literary 

works and other forms of the arts for mass media . It also deals with definitions of reviewing 

and criticism , concepts of critique , the critical position and perspectives as well as the major 

trends of reviewing and criticism. 

The third course introduces students with narrative, descriptive and human interest journa li stic 

writings. It exposes students with various techniques, story structures, and fictional approaches that 

are exercised in newspapers and magazines. The th ird course, Newspaper Producti on Practicum I 

(NPP I), is a practica l course engag ing students in writing news stori es, editorials, articles and futures 

to fina ll y produce an issue of the bil ingual (Engli sh/Amharic) /-loleta newspaper of the Print and 

Web Journalism Unit. 
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11. JOUR-M3041- Media Management 

This module contains three courses: Media and Society; 2. Media and Politics; and 3. Media 

Management. In the first course students will make critical analysis of the role of media in 

promoting democracy and the impact of political, economic, cultural and technological 

conditions on media. The course covers issues of control , media and conflict, ownership of 

media, the value of media , diversity and pluralism, gender, ethnic, religious and racial 

sensitivity, issues of social classes, poverty, development and public health , etc. 

The second course will deal with the relationship between media and politics in contemporary 

democracies. It introduces students with some core themes and questions in political 

communication. Students will examine the substantial media-iziation of politics, the growth of 

spin-doctors and public relation politics, the relationship between media-coverage and policy 

making and how the politicians have learned to use different media forms. 

The third course prov ides an introductory link between management functions and their application 

to the media. The workflow, work ing with people (repOlters and editors) and conflict resolution 

mechanisms will be di scussed and case studies will be introduced to help students to dea l with 

practical work dilemmas pertaining to media houses. 

12. PWJR-M 3001- Advanced Reporting and Magazine Writing 

This module constitutes three courses: 1. Economic and Business Reporting; 2. Magazine 

Writing; and 3. Newspaper Production Practicum II (NPP-II). The first course deals with 

skills in reporting and writing on economic and business issues. It looks into explanatory 

reporting of business developments and economic related issues for the general public. 

Responsible coverage of micro and macro economic issues is also discussed. Students will 

be able to understand the significance of local business and government activities. They will 

be able to report on those topics fairly , accurately, substantially and readably on deadline. 

The second course provides knowledge and training in magazine writing , editing, design, 

production and administration of magazine. It stresses concepts of organization, business 

plan , audience, budget, printing, advertising , circulation and promotion of magazines. 

Students also learn and practice writing and photographing for magazine. 
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In the th ird course, students exerc ise gathering news, deve lopi ng and producing newspaper in 

newsroom settings. They are expected to employ the knowledge and skill s that th ey acquired in the 

earl ier journalistic courses to produced their second issue of Hale/a newspaper. The newspaper 

ed ition, which is the o utcome of NPP-II is expected to be more advanced as long as the qua li ty or 

news stories, features, pictures and other genres are concerned. 

13. PWJR-M3360- Advanced Media production 

This modu le inc ludes three units; web des ign for newspapers and magazine, advanced online media 

production , and adva nced radio news writing and reporting. Students w ill learn how to design web 

pages, practice to develop news web site and online media strategies, set-up implementati on plans 

and understand the ball ro lling and fina ll y produce an onli ne portfolio and laun ch a web site . In 

addit ion, the learnin g process includes produc ing photo essays, audio and interacti ve graphics, use 

programming for inter activity (e.g. forms and back-end databases) ; experimen t with best practices 

for web site navigation , blogging and in formation des ign. The audio aspect of the module content 

foc uses on enhancing students' ski ll s of radio news writi ng and reporting fo r broadcast. It gives 

analys is to an issue and events and tri es to gather facts and develop stori es for rad io product ion. 

Students will learn gathering, writing and editing of news. The radio newsroom organ ization and 

workflow will be di scussed thoroughly. 

14. PWJR-M2042- Feature Writing and News Practicum 

This module contains three units including co lloqu ium of advanced reporti ng, in vest igative 

j ourna li sm, editing and newspaper production practi cum . Beat repo rting and writin g on hea lth and 

public affairs issues will be introduced . Em phasis w ill be g iven on explanato ry and investigative 

reporting. Instructi on and practice in basic public affai rs report ing, with emphasis on responsib le 

coverage of courts, schoo ls and city and fede ral government. Students will be ab le to report on 

various topics fairly, accurate ly, substantia ll y and readably on deadline. They will a lso be in vo lved in 

co ll oqu ium which invo lves them in resea rch and di scussions. In the editing part of the module 

students will be acquainted with the art of ed iting for pri nt media. They will know abo ut the structure 

of editoria l department, the role of the ed itor, news and copy ed itors. Students will be taught about 

the language of the newspaper sty le and ed it ing for prec ision in language; ed itors ro le on newspap·er. 

Us ing their skill s and knowledge acqu ired, they fina lly produce a newspa per. 
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15. PWJR-M 3380- Senior Essay 

Supervised write-ups of senior essay (BA thesis) on se lected print and web journa li sm topics of 

students' choices will be conducted. The mod ul e will guide students to work on a specific research 

issue to finall y produce a paper as an instrumen t to lead them to a hi ghe r level of resea rch activit ies. 

Modules of Broadcast Journalism Education 

1. MODULE TITLE: INTRODUCTION TO MEDIA TECHNOLOGIES 

MODULE CODE: JOUR-M 1011 

CREDIT VALUE OF THE MODULE: 6.4 ECTS (hI's) 

No prerequi site . 

Module descriptions: 

This module gives both practical competences and underpinning knowledge. Computer literacy 

courses wi ll be delivered first and broadcast med ia technology follows. The app lication of media 

outlets in the computer will be treated. The fam iliarization of rad io and television studio work 

stations and their simulations will be demonstrated and thereby students themselves wi ll practice 

on it. How to use and manipulate the most important electronic tool s; camera and microphone 

wi ll also be demonstrated. 

Students will be exposed to the experience of picture and sound recording and see it on the 

digital workstations us ing computer technology. 

2. Module title: Basic English skills 

Module code: EnLa-M 101 3 

Module Credit value: ECTS 4.8 or 5 

Description oflhe modu le wi ll be taken from the department 

Module 4 

C ivic and ethical education TBA by the department Course tit le : Introduction to Stati stics 

Course code: STAT 102 

Course Description: 
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Statistical methods, and statistical inference, have become useful tools in every fil ed of 

knowledge. Statistical approach to a problem may broadly be summarized as : collection of facts, 

organization of facts , analys is of facts, and interpretation of facts. It is intended to provide basic 

statistical concepts and techniques. The concepts and the techniques that are taught in thi s course 

should enable the students to extend their, elementary stati stical skill s and use these in the 

context of more advanced teclmiques. 

3. MODULE TITLE: RADIO-TELVISON NEWS WRITING AND REPORTING (I) 

MODULE CODE: BRJR-M 101 2 

CREDIT VALUE OF THE MODULE: ECTS 9.6 ( hI's) 

Prerequisite module: Introduction to media Technology 

I. DESCRIPTION OF THE MODULE 

The purpose of this module is to make student master the sk ill of the techniques of gatheri ng, 

analyzing, and writing news for radio and television audiences (including community 

broadcasting). Students will learn to use audio and video recorders and editing systems in the 

production of news stories, how to interview for tape, how to write for the ear and to pictures, 

and the elements of on-ail' performance. The module requires the candidate to undertake 

practicum and 01' a project to demonstrate a competence for researching and recording 

information and writing 20-30 seconds of both radio and TV news of certain events. 

4. MODULE TITLE: MEDIA LAW AND JOURNALISM ETHICS 

MODULE CODE: JOUR-M 1022 

CREDIT VALUE OF THE MODULE: ECTS 20.8 (hrs) 

I. MODULE DESCRIPTION 

The module incorporates three major contents; Media Ethics, Media Law and Critical thinking. 

The first aims at critical examination of key ethical concepts related to truth telling, clarity, 

fairness, completeness, harm minimization, on the one hand and bias, photo digital manipulation 

and misrepresentation, etc . on the other. The module also examines ethical issues and challenges 

relating to professional and civic duties, such as: news judgment, diversity, gender and sexual 

orientation, stereotyping, coverage of state security issues, etc . In the second part, understanding 

the laws which guaranty and protect the privileges and defines the responsibilities of the mass 
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media is the central issue. The concepts discussed include governmental regulations and legal 

concerns of publi shing and broadcasting under the promulgated media law/press law and under 

the context of the constitution. The third part of the module, Crit ica l Thinking, focuses on 

enabling students to acquaint themselves with key criti cal thinking skill s such as identifying 

arguments, differences and similarities, ask ing the ri ght questions, differentiating between valid 

and invalid ones. 
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