

































































































































































Education Level of Respondents

The regression results for educational attainment showed a variation in the likelihood of
marital disruption between the different education levels. Table 4.3 clearly indicates that
an increase in the level of education from no education to primary education reduces the
chance of divorce and separation rate by about 52 percent, controlling the effect of other
variables (OR=0.476; P<0.01).Similarly moving from no education to a higher level of
secondary and above education significantly reduces the odds of marital disruption by

about 84 percent. The relationship is also found to be statistically significant at P<0.01

level.

Parents’ Marital History

The marital condition of the family of origin was not found to be statistically significant.
However, the regression results of Table 4.3 indicate that moving from parents’ intact

marriage to that of dissolved marriage reduces the odds of marital disruption by about 17

percent (OR=0.831).
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CHAPTER YV
DISCUSSION OF MAJOR FINDINGS

Girls who married at early ages are more likely run away from marriage

Many research works by different scholars (Booth and Edwards, 1985; Lee 1997; White,
1990; Reiners, 2003) confirm the negative relation ship between age at marriage and
marital instability. The results of this study also show that there is an inverse relationship
between age at first marriage and marital disruption and thus confirming the stated
hypotheses in the relationship between the two variables. Early marriage often leads to
different physiological and psychological damages which are interrelating each other in
affecting the marital stability. As explained by Role and Social Exchange theories the
inability of the young married women in fulfilling the biological and social roles
expected as a wife and the availability of alternatives for remarriages may lead to
conflicts in marriage relationship and thus resulting marital discord. Consequently, the
better chance of remarriages for early married respondent women could be the cause for
dissolving their earlier marriages. In this regard, a 28 years old separated woman who has
three children had described, in her own words, how early age marriage put her whole

life in to crisis. She said,

I 'was only 16 when I started dating with a boy friend. At that age we did every
thing that partners do and finally discovered that I was pregnant. [
told my boy friend that I was pregnant and started living together as husband
and wife. But some time later he denied being the father of the child, left me
alone and even started dating with another girl. I decided to leave my childhood
village and painfully gave birth to the child in another village .In the new village,
I got married to a seemingly nice man and bore two children for him. But later,
as we failed to live together in harmony, I left the children with him and came fo
Addis Ababa to find a job.

Women who married older husbands have a relatively high probability of

marriage stability
Wide age gap engagements, particularly too young women engaged with too old men
reduces the risk of divorce or separation (Reiners, 2003).The results of this study also

showed a consistent declining linear relationship between age difference with husbands
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and first marriage disruption. In particular a sharp decline (about 53 percent) in the
chance of marriage disruption was observed for respondent women who married
husbands of ten or more years older as compared to those who married husbands of the
same age or younger (Table4.3). This could be due to the better economic position of
older husbands that might attract the attention of the respondent women and fringes

interest in them to stay in marriage, even though it was unsatisfactory.

Choice of marriage is an important factor in determining marital stability

Different researchers (Grover et.al., 1985; Kurdek, 1991; Abeje, 1995) confirmed the
negative relationship between choice of marriage and marital instability. The results of
this study also showed that there is an inverse relationship between choice of first
marriage and marital disruption and thus confirming the stated hypotheses in the
relationship between the two variables. In this study the majorities (about 56 percent) of
the respondent women were reported being entered in to the already arranged marriage
and only 44 percent of them were married willingly and by their own choice (Table
3.3).Among those who entered in to marriage arranged by a third parity more than half
(57 percent) of them ended up their marital union either by divorce or separation (Table
4.2).This shows that the prevailing arranged marriage among respondents resulted in the
marriage discord. In this regard, Interactional Dynamics Theory as well stated that
arranged marriage usually do not allow individual partners experience some troublesome
differences prior to marriage and thus when problems which may cause greater
discomforts in their relationship occur after marriage, they will easily give up and end
their marriage in divorce or separation. In general, marriage entered without the will and
understanding of the other partner decreases the willful commitment to the marriage that
keeps the marriage relationship alive. Concerning this, a woman who had given up the

marriage arranged by her parents told the researcher the following:

Of course, I was only 15 when my parents arranged the marriage for me and 1
was totally unaware of the arrangement. 1 even did not know the person I was
supposed to marry. After the marriage, I led a miserable life for 3 years and
came to Addis Ababa by my self, leaving my husband alone.
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Living arrangement has little impact on marital stability in the context of
Addis Ababa

Post-marital residential patterns are important covariates of marriage stability (Reniers,
2003). In a matrilocal or patrilocal residential arrangement marriage is characterized by
extended family systems and its arrangement and stability to large extent is determined
by parents or the kin group (Abeje, 1995).Consequently, in such cases of residential
arrangements disagreement and conflicts certainly arise due to the unnecessary and over-
involvement of in-laws and relatives in the decisions and management of the partners’
own family life. The results of the current study also amplify the above reality. As is
indicated in the regression analysis in Table 4.3 the chance of marital disruption was 25
percent higher for marriage partners who lived with their parents than for those who lived
alone independent of parents, even though the relationship was not found to be
statistically significant. Parental involvement on the marriage life of adult children was
also an issue during the in-depth interview. For example, a 27 years old woman explained

the following:

We chose to live with my husband’s parents because we couldn’t afford to rent a
house. But after some time, his parents began to intervene in our issues,
particularly by telling him how I spent each day while he was out for work.
Unfortunately, he became biased because of their reporis and got angry with me.
Actually, we had decided not to have children until we were able to solve our
financial problems. But the big problem was my mother- in-law’s strong desire to
have grand children. I thought that caused all the mess in my marriage. Then,
with the consent of my husband, I went (o Beirut to work for some time there. But
when I came back, I discovered that my husband had already got married to
another woman, their marriage being arranged by his family.

Employment of women increases their liberty to dissolve an unhappy marriage

Different research findings show the existence of direct linear relationship between
marital instability and wife’s income and work status (Zastrow, 1996; Clarke and
Berrington, 2000; White, 1990; Megersa, 1999). Consistent with the bi-variate analysis,
the results of logistic regression analysis of this study also showed a significant positive

relationship between work status of women and marital instability (Table 4.3), and thus
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confirming the stated hypothesis in the relationship between these two variables. This
indicates that respondent working women had a better economic flair that may led them

to intolerance in unhappy marriage and live independently.

Parents’ marital history appears not to determine the marital stability of spouses

Leherer and Chiswick (1993) found a negative relationship between parents’ marital
dissolution and adult children’s marital instability. The results of the current study as well
showed that marital disruption of parents is negatively related to the disruption of the
adult children’s marriage, though the relationship was found to be insignificant. The non
-significant relationship, nonetheless, is probably due to the presence of other strong
predictors which lead to undermine the direct effect of parents’ marital history on the

adult children’s marriage.
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CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 SUMMARY

This study attempted to examine the socio- economic and demographic determinants of
female’s first marital disruption, taking the case of Arada Sub City. The study is confined
only to first marriage history of women currently residing in the Sub City. This is mainly
because histories of higher order marriages often have complicated interrelating effects
that make them not easily suitable for comparison purposes. The study is largely based on
the primary data generated through conducting a household sample survey with
structured questionnaire to collect information pertaining to essential background and
marriage histories of the respondents. In-depth interview of key informants was also used

to substantiate the information obtained from the structured questionnaire

In an attempt to identify and examine the major factors contributing to first marriage
disruption, different theories and literatures related to the topic were surveyed and
discussed. Based on these theories and the different research findings twelve explanatory
variables were selected and grouped in to demographic and socio-economic variables,
first marriage instability being the dependent variable. The demographic variables
include age at first marriage, migration status, number of living children, age difference
between couples, first husband’s marriage order and duration of marriage. The socio-
economic variables selected are living arrangement after first marriage, choice of first
marriage, religious similarity between couples, education level, parents’ marital history

and work status of respondents.

The study population was selected based the household listing in the enumeration areas.
In this regard, from the total of ten Kebeles that comprise the Sub City, six Kebeles were
selected using simple random sampling method and of the selected Kebeles eighteen
enumeration areas were taken based on the systematic sampling method. From these
enumeration areas household listing was made in order to recruit women with the desired

outcome. Then a total of 784 women who had the desired attribute were made to be
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included in the study using systematic random sampling. From these 784 women 738

women gave full responses regarding both their background and marital histories.

In terms of the first marriage status of respondents 57.5 percent of them were in intact
marriages and the remaining 42.5 percent of the sampled women disrupted their
marriages either through divorce or separation. With regard to the background
information of respondents, the majority (67.3percent) had no jobs other than the house
hold work and the rest 32.7 were working since first marriage. Sixty nine percent of the
respondents lived in nuclear families and the other 31 percent were living in extended
families. A higher proportion (56.4 percent) of the sampled women was entered in to the
already arranged marriage while 43.6 percent of them were entered in to it with their own
choice and consent. Interfaith marriages accounted the majority (94.7 percent) of the
respondents’ marriages as compared to 5.3 percent that represents intrafaith marriages of
the respondents. As to the education level of respondents 42.5 percent of them had no
education and the rest 57.5 percent had formal education ranging from primary to higher
level of education. In terms of the family of origin marital history, about one third of the
respondents reported that their parents had dissolved their marriage. With regard to the
demographic characteristics of the survey women 54.3 percent of the respondent women
married at ages less than 18 and the rest married within the legally marriageable ages. A
higher proportion (76.2 percent) represents migrants while 23.8 percent were non-
migrants. The birth history of respondents showed that 20.6 percent of the survey women
had no children while the rest 79.4 percent had one or more children. About 76 percent of
the respondent women stayed together for 4 years since marriage while the rest were

stayed in the first marriage for more than 4 years.

The differentials in marriage instability were also analyzed in relation to different
background and demographic variables using bi-variate analysis. The rate of marital
disruption among women who married at age less than 15 years is enormously high
(about 80 percent) as compared to the disruption rates among women aged more than 15

years. The percentage distribution of disrupted marriage for women with no children was
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very high (about 76 percent) as compared to those women with one or more children. The
majority of non migrants (about 71 percent) had stable marriage than the migrants. First
marriage disruption was quite frequent (about 51 percent) during the first four years of
marriage as compared to the late durations. A pronounced decline of disruption rate was
observed as the women advances in education. High disruption rate (51 percent) was
observed for working women (other than the household work) than the non working (39
percent). The incidence of marriage instability is low (about 36 percent) for those
respondents whose parents were dissolved their marriage. On the other hand, among
respondents with intact marriage high proportion women (about 54 percent) reported
their parents’ marriage was also intact. Nearly three-fifth (58 percent) among the ever
married women who lived within the extended family system ended their marriage either
by divorce or separation. About three fourths of marriage being made by own choice and

consent were in a stable union.

The results of logistic regression analysis showed that age at first marriage has a
significant and negative relationship with the odds of marriage disruption. Duration of
first marriage also showed inverse relationship with the chance of marital disruption. The
probability of marital disruption is higher for early durations than the late durations of
marriages. Working women were highly related to the odds of being divorced or
separated than the non-working one. Marriage made by own choice and consent reduced
the odds of marriage disruption as compared to marriage arranged by parents or relatives.
The education level had a significant and negative relationship with the odds of marital
disruption. As the level of respondents’ education increased the chance of divorce and

separation consistently decreased.

Overall, the results this study appears to imply the determinant role of women’s
education as well as their empowerment (in relation to the enhancement of their freedom
from the family control over the union formation process, and hence increasing the
propensity to postpone marriages beyond their teenage years) in molding the nuptiality
patterns. As a matter of fact, most of the socio-economic and demographic variables
considered in the multivariate analysis seem to show their impact on the dependent

variable in the expected direction, as is confirmed in most recent research works.
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6.2 CONCLUSION
Based on the results of uni-variate, bi-variate and multi-variate analysis discussed before,

the following concluding remarks are forwarded.

1. With the increase in the age at entry to first marriage and a corresponding decrease to
the marital disruption, it is possible to conclude that delaying the age at first marriage

contributes much to the stability of the marriage.

2. Since improving the educational status of women reduced the risk of divorce or
separation it is likely that overlooking the education of women has a detrimental impact

on marital life well being.

3. The relatively low rate of marital disruption among women with several number of

children signifies that the presence of children help the marriage to remain intact.

4 From the results of both the bi-variate and logistic regression analysis marital
disruption tended high with the violation of the right to choose a partner .This shows

that own mate selection has a considerable role in marriage stability.

6.3 RECOMMENDATIONS

Finally, based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are

forwarded.

1. Since women’s marital disruption is significantly high at early ages, the
postponement of marriage beyond the teenage years is essential. In this regard, the
enhancement of the community awareness towards the impact of young age marriage
(through mass media like television and radio, stage plays and dramas and the frequent
distribution of pamphlets) can have a significant role in increasing the age at marriage

and thus in bringing down the related marital disruption problems.

2. As is shown in the findings of this study, women’s education has a considerable

positive impact on the well being of their marriage. In most cases, educating women is
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associated with marital stability through the increased propensity in postponing early
marriage and their entry of marriage that are consensual. Therefore, access to education
should be facilitated to this segment of population primarily in terms of easy

availability.

3. According to the Federal Family Law of Ethiopia or the Revised Family Code
(Proclamation of 2000), age at marriage and consent in the marriage are the two most
‘Essential Conditions of Marriage’. Thus any practice of marriage that violates the right
to choose a mate with one’s own consent is against this law. In light of this, marriage
choice should be with the free and full consent of the intending spouses rather than
parents and relatives preferences. Thus, to make the law in effect and to eliminate or at
least reduce this traditional value systems imposed on women, educating the
community and parents and creating awareness towards the law is essential. Educating
women also plays a substantial role in raising their decision power in choosing the life

long mate.

4. Integrated efforts by different concerned bodies (such as marriage counselors and
family arbitration parties) should be made in order to help conflicting partners settle
their disagreements and live in harmony. Particularly the act of marriage counseling
should be encouraged as some marital stability problems can be tackled before hand
through professional advices. This, in general, may solve social problems like
prostitution, streetism among children, juvenile delinquency, crime and other social
evils which are partly the out come of family dissolution due to divorce or separation.
More over, rehabilitation programs for those who are already exposed to the psycho-
social and economic problems due to marital life crisis should be made to make their
life better. In this regard the efforts the different NGO’s are undertaking in alleviating
the aforementioned separation or divorce-related problems are worth mentioning and

should be encouraged and supported.
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Addis Ababa University

Institute of Development Research

Population Studies and Research Center

Questionnaire

Informed Consent:

Dear respondent:

This questionnaire is designed to collect data about the socio- economic
and demographic determinants of females’ first marital disruption. You
have been selected to complete the questionnaire as part of a sample of
the study population. I would very much appreciate your participation in

this study.

The data collected from this questionnaire will be used for the purpose of
the research. Your genuine responses are very important in order to meet
the purpose of the study. To this end, whatever information you will
provide will be kept strictly confidential and will not be shown to other

persons.

Participation in this study is voluntary and you can choose not to answer
any individual question or all of the questions. However, I hope that you

will participate in this study since your views are important..

Do you have any question with regard to this study?
Do you agree to take part in this study?
(1) Yes (continue) (2)No (thank you)



SECTION ONE: HOUSEHOLD ROASTER

Enumerator: Ask the head of the household to tell you the name, relationship

to the household, sex, age and first marriage status of the usual residents of

the household

In | names Relation | Sex Age in Ever First Eligibl
* lof Ship to | 1=male completed | been Marriage ity***

usual the hh** | 2=female years Married? | Status

resident l=yes

2=no

1@ 3) 4 (5) (6) (7) (8)
01 1 2 1 2 01
02 1 2 1 2 02
03 1 2 1 2 03
04 1 2 1 2 04
05 1 2 1 2 05
06 1 2 1 2 06
07 1 2 1 2 07
08 1 2 1 2 08
09 1 2 1 2 09
10 1 2 1 2 10
11 1 2 1 2 11
12 i | 2 1 2 12




*Line number of persons who usually live in the household starting with head
of the household

**Head of the household

***Circle line number of all ever married women (excluding widowed) aged 15

years and above.

CODES FOR COLUMN 7

CODES FOR COLUMN 3 First Marriage Status
Relationship to the Head of the Currently married to 1st husband=1
Household Divorced to 1st husband=2

Separated to 1st husband =3
Widowed to 1st husband=4

Ol=Head 07= parent -in-law
02=Wife or husband 08=brother or sister

03=Son or daughter  09=co-wife
04=Son-in-law or 10=other relatives
daughter-in-law 1 1=adopted or step
05=Grand child child
O6=Parent 12=not related
98=don’t know



SECTION TWO: BACKGROUND QUESTIONS

Q. No | Questions and filters Coding categories Skip
to
201 How old are you? Years old
202 In what month and year were you Year
born? Month
203 Is Addis Ababa your Place of birth? | 1-Yes
2-No , | 206
204 Have you ever lived outside Addis | 1-Yes
Ababa for more than a year? 2.No > 209
205 | Where was the last place you lived Region———
in before you came back to Addis Zone » 209
Ababa? Woreda
Town
206 | Where were you born? Region
Zone
Woreda
Town
207 When did you come here? Months
Years
Years ago
208 For how long have you been living Years
here continuously? Months
209 For most of the time until you were | 1.Addis Ababa
12 years old, did you live in a city | 2.Town
(Addis Ababa), in a town or in | 3.Countryside
countryside?
210 Can you read and write a simple | 1-Yes
sentence in any language? 2- No > | 212
211 What is your highest level of]| 1. Grade
education? 13. certeficate(Tech./voc.

or other)
14.Diploma(Tech. /voc.or
other)

15.Degree
20.Church/quran/self

study or education in
literacy program
21.0Other

(specify)




212

What is your religion?

1.Orthodox
2.Catholic
3.Protestant
4 Muslim
5.Traditional
6.0ther

(specify)

213

What is your ethnicity?

1.0romo
2.Amhara
3.Tigre
4.Gurage
5.0ther

(specify)

2.1.1: Question No 215—219 are only for women whose

first marriage is intact till the time of interview.

214 | INTERVIEWER: l.Intact » 215
Check the status of first marriage of | 2.Disrupted » 220
the respondent?

215 | Are you currently engaged in any | 1.Yes > | 207
gainful job? 2.No

216 Have you done any gainful work in | 1.Yes
the last seven days? 2.No » | 219

217 | What type of work do you mainly | 1.Civil
do? (Your occupation) servant/Gov.employee

2.Petty trader
3.Daily laborer
4.Self Business/trade
5.Non Gov./Private institution
employee
6.0ther
(specify)
218 How much do you usually earn for | 1 per hour
this work? 2 per day
3. perweek
4 per month »301
S.other
(specify)

219 What is your reason for not engaged | 1.Housewife ]

in gainful job? 2.Student
3.Couldn’t get job
4 Not interested > 301

5.Health
problem/Incapacitated
6.Pensioner

7.0ther

(specify)




2.1.2: Question No 220—225 are only for women whose

first marriage is disrupted till the time of interview.

220 Were you engaged in any gainful | 1.Yes
employment in the year of your|2.No " 223
marital disruption?
221 What was your usual occupation | 1.Civil
during that time? servant/Gov.employee
2 Petty trader
3.Daily laborer
4.Self Business/trade
5.Non Gov./Private institution
employee
6.0Other
(specify)
222, How much did you usually earn for | 1. Br. per hour— ]
that work? 2, Br. per day
4. Br. per week
4. Br. per month » 224
5.0ther
(specify)
223 What was your reason for not | 1.Housewife
engaged in any gainful | 2.Student
employment? 3.Couldn’t get job
4 Not interested
5.Health
problem/Incapacitated
6.Pensioner
7.0ther
(specify)
224 Were you able to read and write in
any language during the time of 1:Yes
your marital disruption? 2.No > | 301
225 What was your highest level of| 1. Grade
education in the year of your first | 13. Certificate(Tech./voc.
marriage disruption? or other)
14.Diploma(Tech./voc.or
other)
15.Degree
—» 301

20.Church/quran/self

study or education in
literacy program
21.0Other

(specify)




SECTION THREE: MARRIAGE HISTORY

Enumerator. - The following questions are related to marital

conditions of women and their husbands’ whose first marriage is

intact or disrupted till the time of interview.

Q.No | Questions and Filters Coding Categories Skip
to
301 How old were you when you first got Years old
married?
302 |In what month and year did you Months, or
marry for the first time? Season
PROBE: If don’t know month, in Years, or
what season? If don’t know year, Years ago
how many years ago?
303 How old was your first husband Years old
when you got married to him?
304 When you married him, was he | 1.0lder
older, younger or about the same | 2.Younger
age as you? 3.About the same age
4.Don’t know
305 By the time you got married to him, | 1.Yes
was he married before? 2.No > 307
306 How many times had he been
married earlier to yours marriage? number of times
307 When you married him, was he | 1.Yes
from the same town or district as | 2.No
you?
308 | What was the first household you | 1.Husband’s family’s
lived in after marrying your first | household
husband? 2.My family’s household
3.Set up new household
4.Rent
5.0ther place
309 When you married for the first time, | 1.Yes - 311
were your parents living together? 2.No
310 | How did their marriage dissolve? 1.Death of one spouse
2.Divorce
3.Separation
4.0ther
(specify)
311 Before you married your first| 1.Yes
husband, have you and he been | 2.NO > 314

seeing each other?




312 How often have you been seeing | 1.Every day
each other? 2.2or3days a week
3.0nce a week
4.0nce a month
5.0nce in a while
6.0ther
(specify)
313 How soon did you marry after the Months
first date with your first husband? Years
314 What is the ethnic background of | 1.0romo
your first husband? 2.Amhara
3.Tigre
4.Gurage
5.0ther
(specity)

3.1.1: Question No 316—328 are only for women whose

first marriage is disrupted till the time of interview

315 | INTERVIEWER: 1.Intact > 329
Check the status of respondent’s first 2 Disrupted > 316
marriage.

316 By the time you got married to him, | 1.Yes > |318
was his religion similar to you? 2. No

317 Whose religion did you practice | 1Husband’s
then? 2.Mine

3.Both
4 Different other
5.0ther

(specify

318 | By the time you got married to him, | 1.Yes > 1320
did you and he have the same |2.No
mother tongue?

319 Whose language did you speak in | 1Husband’s
your house then? 2.Mine

3.Both
4.Different other

320 For how long did you stay in Years

Months

marriage with the man you first
married?




321 When did your first marriage end? Months, or
Season
Years, or
Years ago
322 Have you been remarried ever since | 1.Yes
your first marriage disrupted? 2.No B 325
323 In what month and year did you Months, or
marry for the second time? Season
Years, or
Years ago
324 How many times have you been
married (including your current
marriage) since the disruption of number of times
your first marriage?
325 Did you have any children by your | 1.Yes
first husband? 2.No > END
326 How many children did you have by
your first husband? number
327 How many of them raised at your
home (until age 6) by the time your number
first marriage disrupted?
328 How many of them died before
your first marriage disrupted? number




3.1.2: Question No 329—337 are only for women whose

first marriage is intact till the time of interview

329 | By the time you got married to him, | 1.Yes © 1331
was his religion similar to you? 2. No
330 | Whose religion do you practice now? 1Husband’s
2.Mine
3.Both
4 Different other
5. Other
(specify)
331 | By the time you got married to him, did | 1.Yes _—» | 333
you and he have the same mother | 2.No
tongue?

332 | Whose language do you speak in your | IHusband’s
house now? 2 Mine

3.Both
4.Different other

333 | Have you ever given birth? 1.Yes
2.No i END
334 |How many sons/daughters do you number
have by your first husband?
335 | Are all of them alive? 1.Yes ¥ 337
2.No
336 | How many of them have died?
number
337 | Of those children born alive, how many number

of them are less than age 6 and are
living with you now?
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