
















































































































































any organization, unless and otherwise we agree on the issue in the editorial meetings" (FOD, 

July 15,2011 , p. 2). 

However, Tsegaliul argues that even the private radios themselves are not free from their 

proprietor interest. Oftentimes, they reflect the interests of their owners. There is more influence 

in the private radios than the government ones. As government media journalists, he says, they 

have relative freedom, but they do not use it properly. But he does not deny that there are some 

serious issues which are untouchable by them in the government media (personal interview, May 

19,2011). 

4.5.3 The Gains and Losses of Working in Government/Private Media 

Working for the government or private media may have its own advantages and disadvantages to 

the journalists. In thi s section the journalists have outlined what they gain and lost in their 

stations. According to journalists, in FM Addis 97.1 , the most advantage of working in 

govenm1ent media is that there are sufficient infrastructural supplies and a lot of human power 

with various professional experiences. There are chances to share experience and do different 

forms of programs. Mesay says that "ERTA is now more than 80 years old. It is old enough for 

experience sharing. It is one of the huge institutions in the country," (personal interview, May 

23 , 2011 , p . 6). 

Serving the public is the other major benefit for journalists as mentioned by Discussant 5. There 

is a chance to educate and entertain the public. In another way there is agenda setting role to 

mobilize the society. That would help journalists to create familiarity with the society. In contrast 

to the ideas that they mentioned above in the discussion of access to government information; 

other paliicipants point out that they have easy access to get government information and 

officials than the private ones. Moreover, Discussant 1 has identified that there is a great 

opportunity to know government' s policies and strategies either in formal or informal ways. 

(FOD, May 23,20 11). 

Concerning the disadvantages of working in the government media, all the informants have 

agreed that there is no financial benefit in the government media. However, most of the 
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participants have not been willing to discuss more disadvantages in the station, except Discussant 

I. Discussant I confidently says that: 

There are a lot of things which I lost here, but the basic problem for me is the 

management. .. Like other governmental institutions, there are similar problems here 

in the government media ... There is inefficiency in part of the management. Due to 

managerial problems, the institution has lost many professionals. It is difficult for 

professional journalists to work with managers who are inefficient and simply protect 

the power of the government without doing anything. They fear risk because they are 

doing nothing. Such people are the sources of problems in the government 

organizations. Whenever you tried to confront them, they tag you another name such 

as 'anti-government', because they have veto power. But you don't have it. Therefore 

no one would hear you. As a result you might be silent or go to another station. (FGD, 

May 23 , 2011, p. 5) 

The most common advantage for all participants ll1 Sheger FM 102.1 radio is professional 

freedom. They have bad image towards goverrunent media. They have assumed that they are free 

from bureaucracy and goverrunent influence which would comes following current issues. 

Additionally, Discussant 2 says "we have the opportunity to get and work with the society 

closely". According to Discussant 4, their rights are protected in private media. She adds that 

"even though you are not allowed to say anything you like here because of many situations; there 

is a chance 'to think'. When I imagine the government media, it is the place where everything is 

forbidden, even thinking" (FGD, July 15, 20 II , p. 2). As a disadvantage, Discussant 3 says they 

are not doing news timely because the govenm1ent gives the information for its own media first. 

They are scooped by the government media. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATION 

5.1 Introduction 

The main objective of this study is identifying challenges of journalists in reporting politics, both 

in FM Addis 97.1 and Sheger FM 102.1 rad ios, and making comparison. To this end, the 

researcher has used FGD and in-depth interview with journalists and key informants to gather the 

necessary data. Then the data have been di scussed and analyzed by using thematic analysis. As a 

result the researcher has reached on the following conclusions. The approach to discuss the 

conclusions is based on each section of the discussion in chapter three. 

5.2 Conclusion 

Journalists' ideal views oftheir profession 

In discussing the ideal function of media and of journalists and the government media policy­

development journali sm in Ethiopia- the government journalists seem to have been of 

bureaucratic mindset. They are not critical of these controversial professional claims in the 

country for many years . Many of them accepted this policy without questioning. Even, for some 

paliicipants questioning the government's media policy might be discouragement of the 

development of the country. They are highly engaged with the merits and demerits of 

development journalism. Also, freedom of journalists and of the media has been seen by the 

govermnent journalists from such perspective. 

On the other hand, the private journalists are not totally supportive to government media policy­

development journalism; and they are trying to be more professional than the government ones in 

defining their roles. Rather than focusing on what the government says, concerning the 

professional duties, they let themselves and their roles be defined professionally. Their argument 

point is that no one can limit journalism in a specific area- development or other, instead let the 

63 



professional act to reflect their own professional ethics and principles which are universal. Their 

views offreedom of journalists and their role are bases on this rationale. 

Media laws and the broadcasting regulatory body 

Concerning the country ' s media laws journalists both, in government and private media have 

agreed that it is workable. But key informants from the journalists' associations have reservation 

on some articles that would restrict the journalists' fi·eedom. 

The relationship among the two FM radios and the Authority seems weak. Lack of broadcasting 

service experiences results poor relationship between Sheger FM radio and the Authority. The 

Authority contacts the radio stations rarely whenever some problems occur, rather than engaging 

in some other constructive activities and discussions. In fact it arranges on occasions training in 

legal and ethical issues by collaborating with NGOs and some government organization. It may 

be said thus, the Authority has supportive role for the media because it is arranging trainings and 

some support to these FM radios, even beyond its duties granted by the proclamation. In relation 

with the expansion of broadcasting media, however, Sheger FM 102.1 has complained about the 

restriction of television license for private sector. It has been prohibited for five years. 

Political reporting constraints 

Journalists in FM Addis have had organized news making procedures and clear identification of 

political issues. The private journalists have failed to do so. The journalists in FM Addis have 

identified the following major issues as political: election, political party debate, good 

governance, any issue from federal government, and international and foreign relations. But 

journalists in Sheger FM have identified only election as main political issue and stated other 

issues merely as political in the broad sense of the term. They have no organized way of 

reporting political issues like the journalists in FM Addis due to some infrastructural problems. 

But they do political reporting whenever political events occurred. 

In the May 20 IO election both Sheger FM 102.1 and FM Addis 97.1 radios have shown good 

performance in their reporting. They have done their repOit in a neutral way. Officials from 
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NEBE and EBA have assured that the radios cover the election campaigns and Election Day with 

balanced and fair way. No complaints heard about their reporting either from the ruling or the 

opposition parties. However, the individual journalists in both FM radios have identified some 

problems related with their election reporting. The government media journalists have said that 

there were wrong perceptions of journalists by the society. The society has been not welcoming 

to them, because they are ' the government journalists'. On the contrary, keeping balanced 

reporting between the ruling and opposition parties was challenging for the private journalists. 

The main obstacle in doing political repol1ing for the journalist both in FM Addis and Sheger 

FM radios is their weak relationship with politicians, be they the political party leaders or 

government officials. Most government officials prefer the government journalists. Oftentimes, 

they give important information beforehand to them. However, they underestimate journalists. 

They do not give them respect. On the contrary; many of the opposition party leaders do not like 

govenmlent journalists. As beginner private radio journalists, the informants, in Sheger FM 

102.1 radio, have moderate relation with government officials and opposition party leaders. As 

they say, they are in-between. 

Concerning access to govcrnment information, journalists in government media have more 

access than the private ones. But they themselves are facing many problems. The first problem is 

the deliberate act of delaying information from many government offices. This is creating greater 

impact on their deadline oriented reporting. The other problem identified by the journalists is that 

there are some ranking officials who should be contacted through the media management in 

order to give interview and make programs; but the management failed to do so. Likewise, most 

officials should have contacted journalists directly, but usually they release information through 

the public relations experts. The other problem is that they are not eligible to many of the issues 

in foreign relation activities. Rather the Ministry of Foreign Affairs gives privilege to foreign 

journalists. The conmlon problem to Sheger FM 102.1 radio 's journalists is that many officials 

are reluctant to give them information. That is because they are 'private radio journalists' . The 

other problem is that they commonly receive distol1ed and biased information, so sorting out the 

facts is another burden to them. 
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Lacking professional freedom is another constraint for the government media journalists than the 

private ones in doing political reporting. Especially, if the issues are more serious, there might be 

direct intervention by the government officials. Many of the journalists do self-censorship. 

However, they have autonomy in their routine reporting process as institution. They do their 

works based on their plan and weekly editorial meetings. In this regard, journalists, in Sheger 

FM 102.1 radio are professionally independent. Moreover they are protected by their newsroom 

Producer from any interference either by the interests of their owner or customer. 

The gains and losses of working in government/private radio 

The most important advantages of working in government media are: professional experience, 

public service, knowledge of government policies and strategies and easy access to ranking 

government officials. Managerial problems and lack of financial benefit are the two main 

problems of the journalists working in government media. The major advantage working in 

private radio station is professional freedom and the opportunity to work with the local society. 

Lack of government information is its disadvantage. 

5.3 Implication 

As discussed above, the constraints of journalists in doing political reporting cause from some 

external and internal factors. Among the external factors government officials and politicians 

take the lion share. Journali sts both in FM Addis and Sheger FM radio have fac ing different 

constraints in their political reporting. Apart from their capacity and ownership differences, 

however, they share some common problems which results from withholding of information by 

the government officials, govenunent intervention directly or indirectly and mistrust of 

journalists by the politicians. 

Lack of professional competence, self-censorship, poor management and others are the internal 

factors that have been manifested within the journalists themselves. Furthermore, it has been 

understood that the extent to which the govermnent and private media journalists are affected by 

these problems vary a lot. The in-depth interviews with key informants such as the presidents of 

journalists' associations and officials from EBA and NEBE show that there is lesser 
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understanding of these gaps and little efforts has been made to reduce it. Unless and otherwise 

the goverrunent, politicians and journalists themselves try to minimize these gaps together, 

political polarization like that of the history of print media would be the trend among the private 

and goverrunent broadcasting journalists. The development of broadcasting journalism, 

especially FM radios, would be slow and unhealthy. 

Therefore, this study comes to close by recommending: a) to enhance professionalism by 

expanding ethical and knowledge based journalism by the academia; b) to expand the political 

public sphere that would create enabling envirorunent for the journalists by the goverrunent; c) to 

improve the relationship between journalists and politicians by developing confidence and 

impartiality and by being free from any form of influence on the part of the journalists while 

politicians on their parts should be supportive to the journalists; d) to improve the qualities of 

management by the media institutions; and e) to make necessary revisions of professional act and 

similar other laws by policy makers. Finally, any researcher interested to pursue further in this 

area may take up examine in detail anyone aspect of the journalists' constraints that have been 

identified by this study. 
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APPENDIX A 

Interview Guide for the FGD and In-Depth Interview Participants 

Journalists' Ideal Views of Their Profession 

1. What should be the role of media and of journalists in Ethiopia in relation to the govenunent 

policy of development journalism? 

2. To what extent journalists should be free in Ethiopia? What do we mean when we say 

journalists are free? 

Media Laws and the Broadcasting Regulatory Body 

3. What do you think about the current media laws of the country? What positive and negative 

impact it have on your jobs? 

4. What looks like your relationship with EBA? 

5. How do you explain the expansion of broadcasting media especially FM radios in Ethiopia? 

Political Reporting Constraints 

6. How do explain your news making process? 

7. What are political issues for you? How do you select them? 

8. What are the challenges and oppOitunities of election reporting? 

9. What looks like your reporting of the 2010 election? 

10. How do you describe your relationship with politicians-government officials and political 

party leaders and members? 

11. What are the major problems for you regarding access to govenunent information? 

12. What looks like the government/the proprietor intervention on your work? 

The Gains and Losses of Working in Government/Private Media 

13. What are the gains and losses of working in government/private media? 



APPENDlXB 

Interview Guide for Key Informants in EBA 

General questions 

I. How do you explain about the expansion of broadcasting and of FM radios in the country? 

2. What looks like the current status of the FM radios? 

3. What are the main functions of the FM radios? 

4. How do you supervise the FM radios? 

Specific questions about FM Addis 97.1 and Sheger FM 102.1 

5. What looks like your relationship with the two FM radios? 

6. How do you explain the 2010 election report of the two FM radios? 

7. How do you explain the level of awareness and understanding of the current media laws by 

the journalists both in goverrunent and private radios? 



APPENDIXC 

Interview Guide for Key Informant of the Vice Chairman of NEBE 

I. What looks like the contribution of media in general in the 2010 election? 

2. What looks like the contribution of government and private FM radios in particular in the 

20 I 0 election? 

3. How do you explain the relationship between NEBE and the media during the 20 I 0 election? 

4. Have you ever seen biased report by the FM radios? 

5. What do you think about the challenges and opportunities of election report for the 

journalists? 

6. Are there any complaints from journalists about the code of conduct for the journalists to 

report election? 



APPENDIXD 

Interview Guide for Key Informants of EJA and EFJA 

I. What should be the role of media and of journalists in Ethiopia in relation to the government 

policy of development journalism? 

2. To what extent journali sts should be free in Ethiopia? What do we mean when we say 

journalists are free? 

3. As association how do you see the current political public sphere of the country in which 

media are functioning in relation to freedom of expression? 

4. How do you explain the development of broadcasting media in Ethiopia? 

5. What are the major complaints raised by the journalists regarding their political issues 

reporting? 

6. How do you explain the current status of the private and government FM radios? 

7. What are the strength and weak sides of the current media laws? 

8. What is the contribution of the association to the development of the profession? 



APPENDIXE 

Participants of FGD in FM Addis 97.1 (a)* 

No. Discussants Sex Year of Experience Educational Background Current Position 

1 Discussant I M 3 years and 4 months Economics Senior Reporter 

2 Discussant 2 M 3 years and 6 months Economics Editor 

3 Discussant 3 M 2 years and 8 months Geography Deputy Producer 

4 Discussant 4 M 15 years Law Producer 

5 Discussant 5 M 2 years and 8 months History Deputy Producer 

• The discussants are selected out of 14 members of the newsroom. One of the 14 members is 

the Deputy Director who has been interviewee for in-depth interview. 

Participants ofFGD in Sheger FM 102.1 (b)* 

No. Discussants Sex Year of Experience Educational Background Current Position 

1 Discussant I M 2 years Journalism Reporter 

2 Discussant 2 M 4 years Bus. Adm. Reporter 

3 Discussant 3 F I year PSIR Reporter 

4 Discussant 4 F 1 year Literature Reporter 

5 Discussant 5 M I year Economics Reporter 

* The discussants are selected out of 11 members of the newsroom. One of the 11 members is 

the Executive Producer who has been interviewee for in-depth interview 



APPENDIXF 

List ofInterviewee for In-Depth Interview 

1. Messay Wendmeneh: Deputy Director ofFM Addis 97.1. May 23, 2011 

2. Sileshi Tesema: Executive Producer of News and Information ofSheger FM 102.1. May 30, 

201 1 



APPENDIXG 

List of Key Informants 

1. Ahiyu Mekonnen: Broadcasting Media Inspection and Support Team Coordinator. Apri l 6, 

20 11 

2. Ayalew Getaneh: Mass Media Expansion Work Process Director. Apri l 26, 20 II 

3. Ermiyas Assefa: Vice Chairman ofNEBE. May 24, 201 1 

4. Tsegaliul Woldekidan : Vice President ofEJA,journalist. May 19,2011 

5. Wondwossen Mekonnen: President ofEFJA, journalist. May 24, 2011 


