
































































































































































































































With such policies the two parties have shown special consideration and a peculiar
treatment of the metropolitan cities of the country that are practically variegated in ethnic
composition. This gives space to the interest of people from different ethnic groups as their
children probably pick the ethnic language of their parents as mother tongue. Besides, in
addition to promoting the indigenous languages to be used as media of instruction, such
policies also show caution in order not to impose the language of an ethnic group over the
others without the interest the latter. The special concern addressed for places where
different ethnic groups live vividly shows this precaution. According to this policy, although
a certain group of people speaking a certain language live in a certain place with speakers
of other language (s) none of them will be denied the opportunity to maintain their

languages as media of instruction in schools, particularly in primary level education.

On the other hand, from the parties that offered relatively detailed LP, three of them (EDP,
AEDP and FORUM) which are among parties that proposed the selection of additional
language(s) to the serve the status of the federal working language, affirm that, after
selection of the additional working language of the federal government “the selected
working language(s) of the federal government shall be taught as a subject in the entire
regular schools of the country; and shall also serve as media of instruction depending on
the need.” (A£7% 2001: £7%) (Translation mine). The LPs oblige the federal government to
implement the teaching of Amharic and the other selected language in all public schools in
the country regardless of the region (e»&¢h? 2001t ¢lhC NhlA0T AA?H? Otaeant). They
also have conferred the responsibility onto the shoulders of the government to implement
the teaching of the selected language(s) in the regular education system (9°A£7% 1996¢
+9PUCTF) (Translation mine).

Here one can argue that the motivation behind this is unification, because teaching the
federal working language in all schools of the regional states is basically to facilitate

communication between different language speakers of the federation. Since these LPs
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confer the authority to the regional states to “select their respective working languages and
use them as media of instruction in schools located in the region,” (Af£7% 2001: £7%)

(Translation mine) they give no space to the oppressive assimilationist ideology.

Except for one party, the OLP, none of the parties have proposed a policy regarding the
language to be used as a medium of instruction beyond the primary level education. On the
other hand, except for the OLP and the parties that propose the maintenance of the selected
additional working language of the federal government, none of the political programs
from the parties included in this study have articulated anything about the medium of
instruction after the primary level education or on second or foreign language choice. It
might be conjectured that they are either comfortable with the status quo, i.e. using English
as medium of instruction, or that they have no alternative policy to offer the public in this

regard.

The policy proposed by OLP offers the following:

From grade 1-6 students shall learn using the mother tongue and one international

language as a subject.

From grade 6 up to the completion of high school, students shall learn Afan Oromo
and another working language as subjects while all other subjects are to be

conducted using English as medium of instruction. (x1,7°% 2006: +9°UCT)

Lastly, there is one party, the DDPDO, which has not proposed any LP. About this party it
can be argued that it has covertly comfortable with the status quo or have no alternatives
in this regard. On the other hand, there also is space to argue that they don't conceive

language as an issue in the political and economical arenas of the country.
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Chapter five

Conclusions and Recommendations

In this chapter basic conclusions are presented and some recommendations offered based
on the findings indicated in chapter four. First, the crux conclusions from the overall

assessment and the analysis are presented. Then, the recommendations follow.

6.1. Conclusions
6.1.2. Overall assessment

It is only 29.1% of the political parties that have a relatively expatiated language policy.
66.7% of the parties were found not to have thoroughly detailed and implementation

directed language policies. 4.2% were found to have no language policy at all.

6.1.2. About the working language of the federal government

There are political parties which propose the promotion of an additional language to the
status of the working language of the federal government. Two of the parties (8.3% of the
entire sample) propose that this other language shall be Afan Oromo because of its

numerical prevalence and as a promotion of the Oromo identity.

Others propose that the language that is to be picked to be the other working language of
the federal government shall be selected based on its instrumental efficiency for political

communication as well as technological and scientific knowledge exchange.

On the other hand, there was found a political party that proposed no language to be added
or subtracted to or from the status of “working language of the federal government”. About
these, it can be said that they are covertly comfortable with the current language policy of

the country or have no alternatives to offer in this regard.
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6.1.3. Language in Education

There are parties that forwarded no language policy to dictate the language use in the
educational arena. These parties can be supposed to have covertly acceded with the status

quo or have no alternatives to offer in this regard.

There are parties which forward the adoption of a particular language to be used as
medium of instruction in all schools in the country. Such proposal however will be
assimilationist and a source to disharmony during its implementation in a particular region
since it undermines other language speakers’ identities and educational participation,

something inextricably linked with political and economic participation of the society.

It is also proposed by one of the two parties from this group which proposed the promotion
of Afan Oromo that English shall be kept as medium of instruction at secondary and tertiary
level education to enable the students with competent scholarly personality in the

international scholastic arena.

The majority of the parties completely agree with using the mother tongue at primary level
education. Among these are parties proposing that member states of the federation shall be
obliged to teach the federal working language(s) of the country throughout their schooling
system. From this group those parties which propose the promotion of additional language
to the status of the working language of the federal government forward that students shall

learn one or both of the federal working languages based on their choice.

These parties also propose in their policies that the implementation of the mother tongue

education policy should take place where people from different linguistic backgrounds

reside in to special consideration and shall be executed based on the interest of the people.
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As scholars of the field agree, the best communicative medium in education is the best
known language by both the learners and the teacher; in most of the cases the mother
tongue. However, in Ethiopia English, takes the secondary and tertiary level education
dominantly as a medium of instruction, despite its highly questionable effectiveness. This
implies that in order to secure effective in education, the classroom communication should
be facilitated through the languages that both the teachers and the learners know well. Yet,
the majority of the parties do not have any policy addressing the issue of language in

education farther from the primary level.

6.2. Recommendations

Since Ethiopia is a multilingual state, with all the conflicts between different ethno-
linguistic groups as history tells us, any developmental policy should always consider
language as an issue to be thought thoroughly in planning economic development as well
as regional tranquility. Hence, all the political parties who duel to rule the country by
forming a government should not undermine this. Instead, they should try to work in
cooperation with academia for a well detailed discussion of the pros and cons of their

policies.

Secondly, besides the promotion of ethnic identities, parties should look for policies that
will have a positive effect on regional stability, since imposing one’s language over the
other will, inevitably, ostracize the latter from easily accessing schooling, economic

development and political participation.

On the other hand, as there is a sizeable number of parties that are calling for an additional
working language of the federal government, all of the people in the political business and
all people who can be considered as stake holders of such an issue, such as researchers and

consultants of policy makers, should begin to research the pros and cons of the promotion
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and implementation of such a policy. Before making or promoting any decision, it would be

better if there is positivist and pluralist cost/ benefit analysis.

In a nutshell, solutions to the language issue in Ethiopia should be based on deeper
thought, research and critical thinking. Since there is no universally applicable perfect
language policy model or framework, further research on the sociolinguistic situation of
the country needs to be done as a basis to set up the best language policy which can
positively serve easy communication- in both academic and administrative businesses- to
cohort and buttress the economic development and political stability aspired by other

policies.
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