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The third choice for INFL is to be L+AGR, 

The following ungrammatical structures illustrate that 

these features do not enable INFL to case-mark the subject 

NP in simple clauses. 

( 5) *a. e garma - y ga? - at : - es 

the- lion -nom roar - foc - 3ms 

*b. i bi¥:o - y astamo - s i ma¥:a 

the- \'lo man -nom A - to the- knife 

ing at: - lS 

give - foc 3f 

*c. u ¥at - ir - i e -kayso guyd-ot:-us 

the- boy - pl -nom the- t h ief beat-foc-3pl 

*d. ta i 
s u¥ ot: et 

- y wat e 

I -nom the- water drink- foc - 1sg 

The subject UPs in these structures are phonetically 

realized and the subject morphemes are suffixed and 

hence INFL is L+AGRJ. Nevertheless, the structures 

are tenseless; because INFL has the feature [i-AGR , 

-TENSEJ. 'l'hough every lexical requirement is satisfied , 

the structures are ungrammatical. The structures 

would be grammatical if INFL had the feature L+TENSEJ 

as in (1) 0 From this it can be assumed that it is the 

feature [i-TENSEJ that lS a decisive feature in case­

marking :i.n simple clauses rather than tho feature 

and the function of /+AGRJ is simply to 
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identify ar~ licence the subject ~~ when it is null. 

Finall y , the fourth poss i bl e f eature of INFL is 

~AGR, - TENSEJ . Since there i s no feature that can 

case-mark the sub ject NF , structures in ( 6 ) a r e 

ungrammatical. 

(6) *a. e - garma ga? - at : e 

the- lion roar - f oc 

*b o i b i¥:o astamo - s i ma¥ : a 

the- "mman A - to the- knife 

ing at : e 

give - foc 

·c. u ¥at - ir e kayso guyd ot : e 

the- boy - pl the- t hief beat - foc 

*d. ta i 
s 

wat e u¥ ot: e 

I the- \vater drink - foc 

'rhe subject NI~s a r e case l css . As a r esult , they are 

filt e r ed out by t he case filt e r as ungrammatical. 

In chapt er two it is pointed out that, an XP 

within a s i mpl e declarat ive clause obl i gatorily has 

t he f ocus mar ker /-at: e /. In addition, we observed 

t hat /-at: c/ is p r e ceded by any thematic affix and follo wed 

by agreement aff ixe s, Thi s sugge sts that the position 

of fo cus is IHFL as Koopman (1984) puts it. The 
\ 

pre cedence relation of AGR , TENSE and FOe in Zaysse, 

then , will bc (7) . 
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(7) I NFL 

FOC (AGR) TENSE 

From the above discussion it can be concluded 

, 
that, in Zaysse, INFL assigns nominat ive case if it has 

the feature [tAGR, +TENSEJ or ["::AGR, +TENSEJ. This 

further l eads us to assume that it is only the feature 

j+TENSEJ not [i-AG:g} which is crucial for the assignment 

of nominative case . 

3.2. THE STRUCTURE OF DECLARATIVE CLAUSES 

As mentioned earlier, every l exical category has a 

LS. In gene rating the D-Btructure, the LS is projected 

from the lexicen to the syntax. Hence , in discussing the 

structure of clauses, observing the lexical requirements 

of the verb is important. Based on this premise , verbs 

are divided into transitives and intransitives. In the 

same manner clauses can be transitives or intransitives. 

3.2.1 . THE STRUCTURE OF INTRANSITIVE CLAUSES 

Intransitive verbS, in gene ral, do not case-mark 

internal arguments (Chomsky 1986:74). This generalization 

is derived from their semant ic properties. Since we have 

seen the structure of clauses with pure intransitive 
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v e rbs in. chapter tvlO, cfe will cons i de r only the st ructure 

of copulative clauses here. 

In our discussion of the word order variations, 

we have taken /-at:e/ t o be a focus marker. Having that 

in mind, l et us s ee the following copulative structures . 

(8) a. astamo - y b i dura t : e 

A -nom fat - foc 

'Astamo i s fat . 
, 

b . c at S - l kart S ut : e 

the- man - nom black - foc 

' The man is black. 
, 

(9) a. i - kana - y kayso - t: e 

the - dog -nom (a)thi e f - foc 

' T'he dog(f) is a thief. 
, 

b. s o e :ri ¥ato - y ta - ¥ato - t:e 

that littl e boy -nom my- boy - foc 

, 'I'hat little boy is my son. 
, 

In these structures, the subject positio'n ;i :s .I ·]'.illed')Jr.y 

NPs; the V? contains APs (8), a nd NPs ( 9 ). ( 8a ) and 

(9a) ha ve the S-Structures (10a and b) respe ctively. 

a . Lr"LN"a stamo - y J 
J.. - nom 

Lr"LN"i -kana - y J 
the- do g - nom 

LV"bidura - t: e JJ 

fat - foc 

i[r,l\.ayso - t : v J 

(a)thief-foc 



The two D-Btructures show that the r e is a VP, Since we 

have taken /-at:e/ as a focus marker, it appears that 

copulative clauses seem to have no copulative ve rbs. 

Does this noOOIl that there is no copulative verb in Zaysse? 

Or does that mean ' that /-at:e/ is also a copulative verb? 

There are three possible answers to the first question. 

Based on the theoretical framework adopted, S has 

two daughter con.st ituents that branch from it as 

S --"). HP VP, leaving aside the C" for the sake of .. 

brevity. 'rhe expansion of these two daughter constituents 

is governed by the Endocentric ity Constraint which is 

stated in Radford (1988:545) as: 

(11) All Constituent Structure Rules are 

of the form Xn___ Xm ( ) 
-"7 ••• • •• n~m 

According to this, then , structures (10a-b) will have 

the tree diagrams in (12a-b) r e spectively. 

(12) a. I" I" ------H" I' ----------Nil I I 

~ 
V" I 

/"-..- ~ 
SPEC N' V" I 

I 

N' 

I 
N 

I 
I 

astamo 

A' 
I 

1;. , 
bidura 

f a t 

I 

N 

mana 
dog 

V' 
~. 

Nil V 
I 
N' 
I 
N 
I 

kayso ? 
~)}thief 

f-AGR -r 
.!TENS~ 
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The two tree di agrams show that there is a VP which 

p r e suppose s the cxistence of V in t he position of (?). 

If we take I-at : e /, \vithout restricting i ts f unction as 

foc, and follow the Endocentricity 80nstraint which is 

one of the claims of the X-bar Convention (Hoekstra 

1984: 24) , then vTC t ake I-at :e/ as having a copular 

function in such structures. ROvleve r, this has its own 

setback; be cause we have t aken the position of /-at:e/ 

to be I~~L. In doing so, it will mean that /-at:e/ has 

two positiion9,i.e., a head position within V" a nd I". 

The second alt e rnat i ve is t o a ssume that t he re 

, 

is no ~opulo.tivc ve rb in" Zay.sse. If this assumption 

is followed, the Endocentricity Constra int and the 

6-Criterion \.,ould be t aken as having parametric variations. 

That is, to assume that the re is no copulat ive verb i s 

to claim that the r e is no head V \.;hich projects to V" . 

In addition, thi;:; \vill lead to a furthc r a r gume nt that 

6-roles are c.ss i gned without a hcad, and that the NPs 

in copulat ive clauses have inhe rent 6-roles . This will 

still mean that !'.'Ps in such clauses get oblique or 

genitive cases inher ently. Neverthe l ess , as lore shall 

see below the NPs get nominative case structurally. 

The third alte rnative is to assume that the r e is 

a head, V, at D- Structure, but has been deleted at some 

stage of t he de rivation at PF. To have a clear p icture 

of this assumpt ion, l et us see the following structures. 
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(13) a. (lstamo- y 

A - nom 
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bidura - t: -( e s) mak ' - inS 

fat - foc- 3ms bccome- p f 

' Astamo b e came fat .' 

b . astamo- y bidura ~ t: -(es) mak' - i~ 

A -nom fat - foc- 3ms be - pf 

' Astamo .,as fat.' 

c. es - i 

he -nom 

bidura t : -( es) mak ' ende 

fut 
far - foc- 3ms b e 

' He will b e / b e come fat. ' 

(14) ei. .. e.stamo- y astemare -t: -( es) mak' -in 

A -nom (a)t eacher -foc- 3ms become-pf 

'Astamo b e came a t eacher.' 

b. astamo- y ast e mare -t: -(es) mak' - i~ 

A -nom (a)t eache r - foc- 3ms be - pf 

'Astamo was a teache r. ' 

c. astamo- y astemare - t: -( e s) mak'-ende 

A -nom (a)t eache r -foc- 3ms be - fut 

' Astamo will be / b e come a teacher.' 

From these structures we observe that there is a 

copulative v e rb !mak'-/ ' be , become'. If this is so , 

then, we take /mak '- / as a copulative verb in equating 

structures , and a ssume that it is base ge ne r ated and 

de l e t e d at PF a ft e r all syntactic proce sses have taken 

place when TEITSE is pre s ent. This assumption satisfies 

the Endocentricity Constraint and the 6-Crite rion. In 

addition, it overcomes the setbacks of the two assumptions 

mentioned above . Consequently, our s e cond question is 
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answe r ed in tne negativCl , i. ~. " since there is <1 

copulat ive verb /mak '-/ 'be, become ', / - at : e / cannot se rve 

as a copulative verb in addition to its pragmatic funct ion. 

The s tructure of a copulative clause wher e /mak'-/ 

'be, become I s-select sA" or N" as it s complement as in 

(13a) and (14a) for instance will be (15a-b) r e spe ctivelyo 

b. 

I" ----------------11' '' I ' 

I V~ I 

astamo 
A 

A' 
I 

A 

I 
bidura 

fat 

I 

I" 

mak'­

become 

r +AGR l 
~TENSEJ 

11'" -------- I' 

V'~I 
I 

N' V' 

I ----------N" V 
I 
N' N 

I 
I 

_ i 

astaltlo astemare 

(a)teacher 

mak'-
I +AGR J L +TENSE 

A hecome 
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Based on the third assumption we take /mak '- / 

' be, become' as a copulative verb which s-selects A" or 

Nil as its complement. That means, there : is a posm1li.mllity 

of having tylO A-positions in a copulative clause when 

/mak ' -/ ' be, become' s-selects Nil as its complement. 

In this situat i on there seems to be a contradiction in 

assuming t hat a copulat ive verb is an intransitive verb 

and claiming that it s- selects Nil as it s complement. 

This is, b.0l·.reve r, a superf icial contradict ion. 

A complement in a copulative clause expresses 

either the ent i t y or state of the subje ct. Hence, a 

copulative clause equates the NP in the subject position 

with the NP in t he VP or the NP in the VP expresses the 

state of the sub ject. As a r e sult the NP complement 

which the copulative verb s-sel e cts gets it s 6-role 

from its head. The NP in the subject pos;tiDni is 

6-marked by t he vT , since the verb has the nature of 

compositionally with i ts VP, aSSigning a 6-role to i ts 

subject POSition. That means , there are 6- positions in 

a cop~lative construct ion where the s - selected category 

is N" 0 

Nevertheless , like any other intransitive verb 

/mak'-/ ' be , become ' is devoid of assigning case to 

its complereent position. That is, the complement 

pos ition i s not a case position. Accordingly, the 

compl ement need not have case. The ext e rnal 
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A-position, hOVlever , is assigned no minative case ' 

structurally by INFL. 

When the f eature L+TENS~7 is in the present, the 

copulative verb is deleted after 6-role and case 

assignment have taken place. That means, at PF there 

is a rule like (16) in Zayss~ which deletes the head 

of the VP . 

(16) Delete the head of VP in copulative 

clauses if TENSE is in the present 

Therefore, the rule deletes the copulative verb at PF 

after all syntactic processes have taken place. Due to 

this the surface realization of a copulative clause 

appears to have no copulative ve rb. 

3.2.2. THE S'l'lmCTURE OF TRANSITIVE CLAUSES 

Previously, we have seen that transitive verbs 

are those I'ihich have obligatory and optional 6-roles 

to assign to their obligatory and optional s - selected 

complements. I n this subsection we shall see the 

structure of clauses with such verbs. For ease of 

expos ition, we shall divide clauses into three subtypes 

on the basis of their s - selection and syntactic 

properties. In light of this , structures of passive 

and causative clauses shall be dealt with, s ince we 
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have already seen the structure of active clause s in 

chapter hlO. 

3.2.2 . 1. THE STRUCTURE OF PASSIVE CLAUSES 

In Zayssc passivization is both morphological and 

syntactic. Morphologically, it is a word formation 

process . A passive form i s derived by the morpheme 

/ - ut: - /. The following are active and passive pairs 

which show their different morphological shape. 

( 17) a . 

b. 

(18) a . 

b . 

e polise - y e -kayso ayk -ot: 

thG-policeman -nom the-thief arrest-foc 

- (es) - in 

3ms - pf 

'The policeman arre st ed the thief . , 

e -kay so- y ayk - ut:-ot:-(es)-in 

the-thief-nom arrest - pas- foc- 3ms- pf 

' 'I.'he thief was arrested . , 

0 I a :t S - i e _at S - ut:e suI: - in 

the- chief - nom the- man - f oo l<': hang - pf 

t The chief hanged the nan.' 

e . t S . - a - J. 

tho- man- nom 
sUI :-ut:-ot:-(es)-in 

hang-pas- foc- 3ms- pf 

' Tho man was han~ed .' 
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(19) a . astamo - y e ¥ato - s i -g'ilo 

(20) 

A -nom the- boy - to the- story 

ka¥ - ot: - ( es) - in 

t ell - foc - 3ms - pf 

I Astamo told the story to the boy. ' 

b. i e ¥ato - s 

Cl. . 

the- story -nom the- boy 

ka¥ - ut: - ot : -

tell - pas - foc -

I The story >las told to 

l bi¥a: - i astamo - s 

- to 

(is) 

3f 

the 

i 

- in 

- pf 

bOJl:. ' 

v 
- mas :a 

the- girl -nom A - to the- knife 

ing - at: - (es) - in 

give - foc 3ms - pf 

'The g irl gave the knife to Astamo. ' 

b. i - ma¥:a- y astamo-s ing -ut:-ot:-(is)-in 

the-knife-nom h -to give- pas-foc- 3f -pf 

' The knife was given to Astamo. ' 

In these structures we observe that I-ut :-1 is the 

passive morPheme. 

According to Chomsky (1981 : 124) a p a ssive verb 

has two properties which i ts a ctive counte rpart l Rcks: 

(a) its VP docs not 6-mark the exte rna l A-position, a nd 

(b) the verb does not case- mark its int e rnal A-position, 

since passive morphology i s bel i ev ed to Rbsorb case. 

\ 

Does this apply to Zaysse ? In order to answer this 

question , we h'J.ve to see the LS of a passive ve rb a nd 

the syntactic structur e of passive clauses . 
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The LG of a passive v e rb is identica l to its active 

counterpart. Let us co mp a r e the following. 

(21 ) a. suI: v, + iN" -J 'hang' 
" .' 

b. suI: - ut :- v, ¥ iN" -J 'be hanged ' 

(22) a . ka¥ v, + LP" Nil -J 'te ll' 

b. 
v ut: + jp" N" -J ' be told' ko.s - v, 

From these irQmcs we observe tha t the LS of a passive 

verb is the same as its a ctive form. 

The st ructure of p!J.ssivG clause s show that 

\ 

passivization is synta ctic in Zaysse. Let us cons ide r 

the following s tructures . 

(23) a . i -ma¥ : :l- y kayst-ut:-ot:-(is)-in 

the-knife-nom steal-pas-foc- 3f -pf 

' The knife was stole n.' 

b. e - doro- y ¥ok ' -ut:-ot:-( e s)-in 

the- sheep-nom slaughter -pas-foc- 3ms-pf 

'The sheep was slaughtered. ' 

c. i - bora- y miy-ut:-ot:-(is)-in 

the-bread-nom eat-pa s-foc- 3f -pf 

' The bread was eaten. ' 

d. u -¥at- ir- i 

the- boy-pl-nom 

' The boys were 

guyd-ut:-ot:-(us)-in 

beat-pas-foc- 3pl-pf 

beaten . ' 
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The NPs in the above structures ~re in the subject 

positions . The agreement facts a nd the I'-cminCttive case 

morpheme sho,v tho.t they are surf:'lce subjects, although 

they were in complement jobje ct positions in the 

D-structure representation of the clauses. The 

D-Structurc r epresentation of (23a) for instance will 

be (24) 

I" 
(24) ------------:Nil 

N 

I 
[ e J 

I' --------V" "I I 

V' 

----------Nil V 

~ 
SPEC H ' 

1-

I 
N 
I 

ma¥:a 
[ 

-
+AGR 

kayst-ut:- +TEI'SEJ 

the knife be stolen 

Since , as stated above, a passive verb ca=ot 6-mark 

its external A-position, this posit i on is empty at 

D-Structure. In addit i on, due to the fact that passive 

morphology absorbs case, the ~~ in object position is 

caseless. In order to escape the case filter, the object 

NP obligatorily moves to the exterruD. A-position which 

is empty anc gets nominative case. The S- Structu:::,.; of 

(24) is (25) below . 
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LV kayst - ut: -_7JJ Li+AGR, +TENSE~l] 

steal - pas 

Though passivization in Zaysse involves 110ve - CC ,as i in 

English, its structure is not a copul9.r one~ It is 

similar to Amharic in this f eature. 

In this subsection we h9.ve seen the derivat ion of 

passive clauses~ Now, we shall see the structure of 

causat:"ves. 

'l'HE dTRUCTURE OF CAUSATIVE CLAUSES 

In Zaysse there are two types of causatives. The 

firsc; type uses lmah- I ' make, cause ' which s-select s Nil 

and C" as its complements . Such causatives are not 

treated in t hi s study, since they are not simple clauses" 

The second type is morphological and is product ive . 

The suffix is I- usl 'cause , make ' and is suffixed to 

verbs , both transitive and intransit i ve. Let us see tho 

following paradigm. 

(26) a . he.di¥ -' sneeze ' hadi¥ - us ' cause to dn00ZC I 

b o ge h -' sleep' geh - us ' cause -eo sleep ' 

Co ha¥ - ' melt ' ha¥ - us ' cause to melt ' 

(27) a o u¥ -'drink' 
v ' cause to drink' 

us us 

b. sul:-'hang' suI: us ' cause to hang ' 

c. \'lOd -'kill' wod us 'cause to kill ' 



(28) a. ing ' give ' ing - us ' cause to give ' 

b. dap:- 'se nd' dap :- us ' cause to s e nd' 

v 't ell' ka¥ us 'cause to tell' 
c .• kas - -

\.Jhen compared to the non-causative verbs, causativized 

verbs have more s-selected categories . This suggests that 

the causative morpheme I-usl increase s the s-selection 

potential of verbs. Compare the following. 

(29) a. e;eh v, + £- - J 'sleep ' 

b. g8 h - us- v, + iN"_ J ' cause to sleep' 

(30) a . u¥ v, + iN"~ 'dl1ink' 

b. u¥ us- v, + LN"N"-J ' i'ause to drink' 

(31 ) a. ing - v , + Lk'"N"- J ' give ' 

b. ing us- v, + [N"P"N"-:7 ' cause to give ' 

As the frame s (29) - (31) show ve rbs in (b) have 

additionally s-sele ct ed A-positions than verbs in (a). 

Since the process is a morpholoF,ical one the verb s In 

(b) acquire a new semantic property of s-sele cting a 

category through causativization. As Baye (1986:129) 

puts it " __ - the number of complements that a verb requires 

progre ssively increases as it changes from intrans itive 

to transitive a nd then to causative---". Base d on tbi s 

premise , then, the LS of causativized ve rbs in (29b), , 

(30b) and ( 31b) will be (32a-c ) r espectively . 



(32) a . V' 
---~ . 

Nil V 
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V 
~,-

Nil Nil V 

c. V' 
~. 

pll N" N" V 

The following clauses show the structure of causative 

clauses. 

(33) a . 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e 
s 

- at - i e - ¥ato ge h -us-at: - (e ~.j~in 

the- man-nom the-boy sleep-cs-foc- 3ms-pf 

, ]'he man made the boy sleep . 
, 

&stamo- y ta- na modo - t : - (es) u¥ 

A -nom I - , cc modo-foc- 3ms dri nk 

- us - in 

- cs - pf 

' Astamo made me drink !"lodo . I 

i b i¥:o 
v t : (is) 

- y e - sato -

the- woman - nom the- boy - foe - 3f 

garma 

(a)lion 

"lOa' - us - in 

kill - cs - pf 

'The woman made the boy kill a lion.' 

u ¥ato - ir - i 

the - boy - pl - nom 

astamo- s 

A - to 

sit ' ota- t: ~(us) 

S - foc- 3pl 

i - ma¥ : a ing - us-in 

the - knife give- cs- pf 

' The boys made sit'ot~ give the knife to 

Astamo. I 
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vlhen we s ee the D-Structure of ( 33d), for ins t a nce , will 

be (34) belov o 

(34) li"!iT,,u-¥at 0 -ir- yJ !r,L;"L\r,Lp"Lp,/N"a stamoJ 

the-boy -pl-nom 
A 

IF -s JJI LN"sit ' ota J iN"i -ma¥:aJ 

to S the-knife 

L\ring -us J.if [i+AGR , +TENSEJJJ 

give-cs 

In the above D-Structure , we obse rve that the 

causativized verb has three int e rna l A-positions that 

it must 6-m8.r k . I n addition, since it has a property 

of compositionally assigning a 6-role, the external 

A-position gets agent 6-role. 

In regard to case assignment, the NP in the external 

A-position, i. e ., /u-¥at - ir/ 'the boys' gets its 

nominative case from INFL. The other three NPs get their 

cases from P a nd V. That means, the liP /astamo-/ ' Astamo ' 

gets it s cas e from p. Through causativization , the verb 

has acquired a new property. Accordingly, it assigns 

obje ctive cas e to the two NPs, /sit 'ota/ ' sit ' ota ' and 

/i- ma¥ : a/ 'the knife .' 

In 
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In thi s chapter we have observed that (a) Zaysse 

is optionally a subject- pro-drop language, (b) /mak '-/ 

' be, become ' is an equative copulative verb which is 

deleted when L +TEKSE_7 is in the present, (c) paasivization 

is morphological and syntactic , and (d) causat ivizat ion 

i s a productive word-formation rule which adds new 

seffiantic properties to both intransitive and transitive 

verbs. 



CO N C L U ~ I ON 

Zayss~ , which is one of the Ometo languages, is 

not studied well . The only works that present a detail ed 

study on its phonology and noun morphology are that of 

~lulugeta Seyoum and Hirut \lold e Vlariam . Other wo rks are 

\ 

comparative in nature and hence Zaysse data are used only 

for comparative purpose s. As to the knowledge of the 

researcher , t here i s no detailed study presented on i ts 

syntactic aspect . Therefore, the present study has 

r e l evance in suppl y ing syntactic information for those 

who a r e interest ed in the language in particular and in 

Omotic languages in general. However , the study is 

limited in its scope, since it presents only the 

structure of simpl e declarative clauses. 

As it is necessary to have a guideline , this 

study has adopted EST as it s theoretical framework 

which i s presented in chapter one . 

In cha~ter two, the basic word order of the language 

is dete rmine . In do ing so , i t is shown that case and 

6-role assigTh~ent in this language is uni formly. 

unidirectional , that is, from right-to-left . As a 

result, tho language is taken to be a head-final one. 

, 

In addition, it is a r gued that Zaysse has pragmatically 

mot ivat ed word or der changes that occur within a VP 

and within a clause . In the discussion it i s presented 

that Zayss~ has a base gene r ated focus marker /-at :e/ 

which occurs with an XP. The focus marker blocks right 
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dislocations and affects wo rd order changes, since an 

XP that contains '/-at: e / cannot be r i ght dislocated. 

The third chapte r presents the structure of simple 

c l auses. Firstly , the features of I }WL in simpl e clauses 

is analyzed. From this it i s found out that (a) Zaysse 

is optionally a subject pro-drop l anguage, and (b) 

[+ TENSE7 i s a crucial feature of I NFL for nominative 

case assignment. 

The re st of thi s chapter p r esents the structure of 

simple clauses o The analysis of copulative clauses 

indicates that an equative clause has a copulative verb 

underlyingly , \'ihich i s deleted at some stage in the 

derivation if the f eature ~+TENSEJ is in the present . 

The s tructure of passive clauses show that 

passivization in th i s language i s morpho logical as wel l 

as syntactic. llo r phologically; it i s a r esult of the 

word derivation rul e which passivize~ active ve rbs in 

suffixing / -ut :/. Syntactically it involves Move - OC, 

since passive mo rph0logy absv~bs case a nd the verb does 

not compositionally with its VP 6-ma rk it s A- position. 

The di scussion on the structure of causat ive 

clauses makes it clear that causativi ~ati0n is a productive 

word format ion rul e which adds the s-selection prope rty 

of both transitive a nd intrans itive ve rbs. In addition, 

it i s shovm tho.t the V with its VP can 6-ma rk i ts 

ext e rna l A-position. 



NOT E S 

1 In his phonetic and phonemic analysis, Mulugeta 

presents only one alveolar implosive, /d/. However, my 

Eiata for this study show a bilabial i rlplosive /b/ occuring 

In words like /¥ebo/ ' ~rocodile ' and /ubil:e/' 'egg ' . 

2 Following Chollsky (1986:160), I have adopted X" 

instead of X"', as the maximal projection of a lexical 

category X. 

3 i"Iodo is a local drink. 

4 The realization of the morpheme /-at:e/ is 

phonologically determined . It has L:at:-~, L=t:=7, 

~ut:~, L=ut:~, L=ot:~7, L~ot:~ as its allomorphs. 

5 An lU"derlined constituent is a ~ocused constituent. 

However, when the whole VP is focused it is not underlined 

for clarity sake . 

6 The perfect tense marker has ~i~ and [=c-1 as 

its allomorphs. L~~ occurs in interrogat ive (when the 

subject 1~ is questioned) , r e l ative , a nd nega tive clauses . 

On the othe r h"nd/ L=i~ Occurs in declarative and 

interrogative (.Then the que stionedNP is within VP) clauses. 

7 Wh-question clause s • 

. ~. 
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8 / mrrk I _ / 'be , b e come ' 1 ike 'lny othe r ve rb can 

be follo wed. by the: focus m!3.rke r / - '1.t : e / and .i<GR suffixes . 

The follo wing nr e i n stance s which illustrate this . 

a. [(stamo - y b i dur a mak ' - at: - ( e s) - in 

"- - nom fat become- foe - 3ms p f 

1 ~l. stJ.mo became fat . 
, 

b. o.stm,lo y bidura mo.k ' at: -( e s) 
.v 

- - - lC 

"< - nom f a t be - foe - 3ms - pf 

I _'csto.mo was fat. 
, 
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