



































































































































































































































identify and 1icence The gubject NP when it is nulle.
Fipally, Ghe fourth possible feature of INFL is
/=hGR, _JENSE7. Since there ig no feature that can

cage-mark the subject NF, structures in (6) are

ungrammatical,
(6) *a. € -~ garma ga? - at:e
the- lion poar - foc
hy, @ - big:o astamo — S i - mag:a
the=~ woman A - to The- knife

ing - at:e

give - foc

*w, & Yot - ir © -~ kayso guyd - ot:e
the- boy - Pl the- thief heat - foc

: = v
*d. ta i1 - wat e us o GTE

I the- water drink - foc

The subject liFs &Te caseless. As 2 result, they are
filtered out by the case filter as ungrammatical.
In chapter two it is pointed out that, an xP
" within a simple declarative clause obligatorily has
the focus marker J=atsefs Ipn addition, W€ observed
that /-at:e/ is preceded by any thematic affix and followed
by agreement‘affixesq This suggests that the position
of focus is INFL as Koopman (1984) puts it. The
precedence reclation of AGR, TENSE and FOC in Zayssé,

then, will be (7).



(7) INFL

I

FOC (AGR) TENSE

From the above discussion it can be concluded
that, in Zayssé, INFL asslgns nominative case if it has
the featurc /+AGR, +TENSE7 or [-AGR, +TENSE7. This
further leoads us to assume that it is only the feature

/*TENSE/ not /+AGR/ which is crucial for the assignment

of nominative casCe.
T THE STRUCTURE OF DECLARATIVE CLAUSES

As mentioned earlier, every lexical category hés a
1S. In generating the D-Btructure, the 15 is projected
from the lexicen to the syntaX. Hence, in discussing the
structure of clauses, observing the lexical requirements
of the verb 1s important. Baged on this premise, verbs
are divided into transitives and jntransitives. In the

same manner clauses can be transitives oOT intransitives.

526 THE STRUCTURE OF INTRANSITIVE CLAUSES

Intransitive verbs, in general, GO not case-mark
ipternal arguments (Chomsky 1986:74). This generalization
is derived from their semantic properties. Since we have

seen the structure of clauses with pure intransitive



verbs in chapter two, W€ will consider only the gtructure
of copulative clauses here.

In our discussion of the word order variations,
we have taken /-atie/ to be a focus markeT. Having that

in mind, let us see€ the folldwing copulative gstructures.

(8) a. astamo - J pidura - t:e
A -nom fat - foc

thagtamo 18 Pat,’

b, €© - ats a0 karts = ubise
the- man —nom plack -~ foc

1Phe man i8S plack.'

(8} 8e 4 = kana - y  kayso = e
the- dog —nom (a)thief - foc
17he dog(f) is & thief.'

be 0 e:ri $ato - ¥ ta - Sato - T:e
that 1little boy -nom Wy -~ voy - foc
VThat 1little Doy 1is M son. "

In these structures, the subject positioniisfﬁillédﬁuy
NPs; the VP contains APs (8), and NPs (9), (8a) and

(92) have the S-Structures (10a and b) respectivelye

A - nom fat - foc

be [inlﬁ"i “kana - Y_J 4vEayso - t:e//
the- dog -nom (a)thief-foc



The two D-Structures ghow that there s & VP, PRince We
have taken J-akie/ a8 & focus marker, it appears that
copulative clauses seem to have no copulative verbse.
Does this mesn that there is no copulative verb in Zaysse?
Or does that meall” that /—at:e/ igs also a copulative verb?
There are threc possible answers to the rirst question.
Based on the theoretical framework adopted, S has
two daughter constituents £hat branch from it as
q ——p NP VP, ]eaving aside the ot for the stke of
brevity. Lhe cxpansion of these two daughter constituents
is governcd DY the Endocentricity Constraint which ig

stated in Radford (1988:545) as:

(11) A1l Constituent Structure Rules are
of the form T o oo X 5w (n?im)

Aecording to this, then, «tructures (10a-b) will have

the tree disgrams in (12a-b) respectively.

(12)  a. " L
/\ A\
]: 1 I 1 NH I 1
| It il P ™
; Y 1 ~SPEC N v I
!
Iy V. \ L
| il /N
N AY v N N N
! ' |
\ Al |
! i I
b N l‘—fa_cn = 8 _AGR
astamo bidura s LfTBNEE i kana kayso 7 +TENSE

A fat the dog @thief



The two tree diagrams show that there 18 & VP which
pPresupposes the existence of V in the position of (7).
- If we take /-atsie/, without restricting its function as
foc, and follow the Endocentricity Gonstraint which is
one of the claims of the X-bar Convention (Hoekstra
1084 :24) then we take /-at:e/ as naving a copular
fynction in auch structurcs. However, this has its own
getback; because we have taken the position of J-abse/
to be INFL, Ty doing so, it will mean that /-at:e/ has
two positiong,ie€ey & head position within V" and L

The second alternative is to assume that there
is no sopulative verb in‘ZaysSén 1f this assumption
15 followed, the Endocentricilty Constraint and the
p-Criterion would be taken as having parametric variationsa
That is, to assule that there is mo copulative verb is
to claim that there ig no head V which projects to L
In addition, ©his will lead to & further argument that
P-roles are assigned without a head, and that the NPs
in copulative clauses have inherent 6-roles. This will
still mean that NPg in such clauses get oblique OT
genitive cases inherently. Nevertheless, as W€ shall
see below the Ps get nominative case structurally.

The third alternative is to agsume that there is
a head, V, at D-Btructure, but has been deleted at some
stage of the derivation at FPF. To have a clear picture

of this assumption, let us see the following structuresSe.



- 7% -

(45) s, astamo- v bidura - t3 -(es) mak' - in&
A —nOom fat =~ foc- Ams necome— P
1 fetamo Decame fabt.'
‘v
b, astamo- ¥ bidura = ©: _(cg) mek' = 1€
A —nom fat - foc- Ams pe - pf
tAgbamo Was fet
c. es =1 bidura - U s =(es) mak' - ende
he —-non far - foc- 3mMs e - fub
177e will De / become fat.'
(14) @ agtamo- ¥ astemare —t: -(es) mak' -in

4 —nom (a)beacheT -foc— 5ms Hecome-pL

' fgtamo Dbecame a teacher.'

b, asbamo- 7 astemare -U: -(eg) mak' - 1%
A -nom (a)teacher—foc— Zmg  be  ~ pf

1jabamo was & teacheTs '

c. asbamo- ¥ astemare -t -(es) mak'-ende
LA —mom (2)teacheT _foc- 3ms  Dbe - fut

Vigtamo will be / become @ teacheT.'

From these structures wWe observe that there 1s &
copulative veID Jmak' =/ 'De, vecome'. If this 18 S0,
then, we take /mak'~/ as & copulative verb in equating
structures, and agsume that it is base generated and
deleted at PF after all syntactic processes have taken
place when TEISE is present. This assumption satisfies
the Endocentricity Constraint and the ©-Criterion. In
addition, it overcomes the sotbacks of the two assumptions

mentioned abovVes Consequently, our second question is



answered in the negabave, i.&:, since there is &

copulative verp /mak'~/ 'be, become', /-at:e/ cannot serve

as a copulative verb in addifion to its pragmatic functione.
The structure of a copulative clause where /mak'-/

*be become! s—-selects A" or N" as its complement @s in

(1%a) and (14a) for instance will be (15a=b) respectively.

(15) 2. /1_"\
" I
\ /’q“\—__“‘—-‘
v T
|
W ?' v
ht
|
A
\ +AGR
astamo bidura mak' - +TENSE
A fat becone '
by oy
N." I'
/\.\
\ Vn o I
‘ \
N V! g
/\\‘ {
| ; |
] |
l 1
N - [
' ‘ +AGR
astamo astemare nak'- +TENSE

A (a)teacher hecome



Baged on the third assumption we take Jmak' -/

've, become' as a copulative verb which s-selects AW g
N" as its complement. That means, there is & posshRllity
of having two A-positions in & copulative clause when
/mak'~/ 'be, become' s-selects " ag its complement.

Tn this situation there seems to be a contradiction in
assuming that a copulative verb is an intransitive verb
and claiming that it s—gelects N" as its complement .

This is, however, & superficial contradiction.

A complement 1in a copulative clause expresses
either the entity or state of the subjecte. Hence, &
copulative clause equates the NP in the subject position
with the NP in the VP op the NP in the VP expresses the
state of the subjecte. As a result the NP complement
which the copulative verb s-selects gets its B-role
from its head. The NP in the subject positioniis
6-marked by the VP, since the verb has the nature of
compositionally with itg VP, assigning & p-role to its
subject position. That means, there are f-positions in
a cophlative construction where the gs—selected category
i H"s

Nevertheless, like any other intransitive verb
/mak'-/ 'be, become' is devoid of assigning case to
its complement position. That is, the complement
position is not a case position. Accordingly, the

complement need not have case. The external



A-position, however, is assigned nominative case
structurally py INFL.

When the feature [+IBNSE/ is ip the present, the
copulative verb 18 deleted after p-Tole and case
assignment have taken placee. Tpat means, ab PF there

is & rule like (16) in Zaysse which deletes the head

of the VP.

(16)  Delcte the head of VP in copulative
clauses if TENSE is in the present

Therefore, the rule deletes the copulative verb at PF
after all syntactic processes have taken place- Dus to
this the surface realization of a copulative clause

appears to heve 1O copulative verbe.
Belad s THE SURUCTURE OF TRANSITIVE CLAUSES

Previously, we have seen that transitive verbs
are those which have obligatory and optional p-roles
to assign to Their obligatory and optional a-gselected
complementse In this subsection we shall see the
structure of clauses with such verbs. For ease of
exposition, W€ shall divide clauses into three subtypes
on the basis of their s-selection and syntactic
properties. Tn light of this, structures of passive

and causative clauscs shall be dealt with, since we



have already secn the structure of active clauses in

chapter two.

3,2:0,1, THE STRUCTURE OF PASSIVE CLAUSES

In Zayssé passivization 1s both morphological and
syntactice. Morphologically, it is a word formation
process. A& passive form is derived by the morpheme
f=uti-/e The following are active and passive pairs

which show their different morphological shape.

(17) =a. e - polise -y € ~kayso ayk -ot:
the~policeman -nom the-thief arrest-foc
- (es) - in
-~ %ms - pf
"The policeman arrcsted the thief.'
b, e =kayso- ¥y ayk -ut:-ot:-(es)-in
the—thief-nom arrest-pas-foc- ?ms-pf
1The +thief was arrested.’
(18) a, ¢ - la:t® - 1 e —at® -ut:e sul: - in

the~ chief -nom the-man -feez hang - pf
1"The chief hanged the man.'

Be @ = Bt 1 sul:-ut:-ot:-(es)-in
the— man-nom hang-pas-foc- Zms-pf
'The man was hanged.'



(19) a. astamo -y € = Yato - s 1 - grilo
A —pom the- boy - to the- story
kad - ot: - (es) - in
tell- foc - 5ms - pf
'Agbamo told the story to the boy.'
Ba a4 = Stijo =~y & = gato - s
the-~ story -nom the- boy - to
kag - ut: - ot: - (is) - in
tell - pas - foc - 3f - pf
1The story was told To the boy.'
(20) a. i - pida: - i astamo - s 1 - mas:a
the- girl -nom 4 - to the- knife
ing - at: - (es) - in
give - foc - 3ms -~ pf
'The girl gave the knife to Astamo.'
b, i -madia-y astamo-s ing -ut:-ot:-(is)-in

the-knife-nom 4 -to give-pas-foc- 3f -pf
1The knife was given To Astamo.'

In these structurcs we observe that /-ut:-/ is the
passive morphcmes

Aecording to Chomsky (1981:124) a passive verb
has two properbtics which its active counterpart lacks:
(a) its VP does not 6-mark the external A-position, and
(b) the verb does not case-mark its internal A-position,
since passivc morphology is believed to absorb case.
Does this apply to Zayssé? In order to answer this
question, we have to see the LS of a passive verb and &:

the syntactic structure of passive clauses.



counterpart.
(21) a.
b.
{(22) a.
De

The I3 of a passive verb 1is identical to its active

Let us compare the following.
sul: = : v, + /N —J 'hang'
sul: — ubi- 3 v, # AN —_7 'be hanged'
kol — . v, + [P" W' — 7 'tell'
wold - ut: - : v, + /P"N" —_7 'be told'

From these framcs we observe that the IS of a passive

verb is thc some as its active form.

The structure of passive clauses show that

- 3 - . - - \ .
passivization 18 syntactic in zaysse. Let us consider

the following structures.

(23)

i -madia- y kayst-ut:-ot:-(is)-in
the-knife-nom stecal-pas-foc- 2f -pf
'The knife was stolen.'

¢ - doro- y  Sok' —ut:-ot:-(es)-in
the-sheep-nom slaughter -pas-foc- 5ms-pf
'The sheep was slaughtered.’

i - bora~ y miy-ut:-ot:-(is)-in
the-bread-nom eat-pas-foc- 3f -pf
'The bread was caten.'

v -Sat-ir- i guyd-ut:-ot:-(us)-in
the-boy-pl-nom beat-pas-foc- 3pl-pf
'The boys were beaten.'



The NPs in the above structures are in the subject
positionse The agreement facts and the réminative case
morpheme show that they are gurface subjects, although
they were in complement Jobject positions in the
D-structure representation.of the claus€se The

D-Structure reyrcsentationAof (p%a) for instance will

be (24)
(24) "
/m—.
1\.{‘( /’/I_L\‘
& g T
n? o
/\
‘ N? v
T T——
il SPEC N
|
N
‘ +AGR
[e.]' i- mad:a kayst-ut:- +TEXESE ¢

the kxnife be stolen

Since, a8 stbated above, & passive verb cannob p-mark

its external A-position, thig position is empty ab
p-Structure. Tp addition, duve to the fact that passive
morphology absorbs Ca5€, the NP in object position 18
caseless. 1n order to €scapeé the case filter, the object
NP obligatorily moves to the exierniiﬁrposition which

is empty and gets nominative case. The S-Structuzs of

(o4) is (25) below.



(25) [—'_l'.”[i—i"i —még:a. - Y 7 &![Vii[vt[}'}n t':\_"—/

4 P
tba-kpife —-no1m

[y kayst - e [i+AGR, LTENSE///

gteal - pas

Though passivization in Zayssé involves Move _asiin
English, ite structure is not & copular On€s 1t is
gimilar tO jmharic in this feature.

In this subsection we have sesh the jerivation of
passive clausesa Now, Wwe shall s€e the structure of

causatives.

5,29205, THE STRUCTURE oF CAUSATIVE CLAUSES

TIn Zayese there are two Lypes of causatives. The
fipes type 1ses Jmah-/ ' TAEE, cause' which s—selects "
and C" as its complementsg Such causatives aye not
treated 1D shis study, since they &aTe not simpleé clausesSoe

The sccond UyPe 18 morphological and is productiveo
The suffix 18 /-us/ ! cause, make' and 1S suffiXed to
verbs, bhoth transitive and intransitive. Tet us see the

following paradigma

(26) & hadig _igneeze' hadig _ us cause to snecze’
De geh ~'gleep’ gen = U8 ' caude to sleep’
Co na ~'melt’ nad - us 'caus® to melt'

(27) @2 ug‘—‘drink‘ g - us 1 cause tO drink’

o gul:-'hang' qul: = US ' cause tO hang'

Ca wod S ieildt wod . us 'cause to kill'



(28) 2. ing - 'eive' ing - us 'cause to give'
be dap - 'send' dap:i— us 'cause toO send’
G kog - ‘'tell’ kag - us | cause to tell'

When compared GO the non-causative verbs, causativized
verbs havc more gs—selected categoriese This suggests that
the causative morphenme /-us/ increases the gs—selection

potential of verbs, Compare the followinge

(29) a. geh - T v, t /- & _7 ‘gleep'

b, geh = us=  Vy ¥ JEN— ] ' cause to sleep'
(30) a. ug - .t v, t JN— 'drink’

be us — us= 3 V, * [N"N”-37 15ause bo drink'
(31) a. ing - : v, [P"N"-—‘7 ‘give'

b. ing - us= V., 7 JRUPHNt—/ ' cause to give'

Ae the frames (29) - (31) show verbs in (b) have
additionally s-selected A-positions than verbs in ().
Since the process is a morphological one the verbs in

(p) acquire a new semantic property of g-selecting 2
category through causativization. A4S Baye (1986:129)

pube if - the number of complements thata verd requires
progressively increases as it changes from intransitive

to transitive and then to causabive—-—=". Based on this
premise, then, the 1S of causativized verbs in (29b),

(%0b) and (1) will be (32a-c) respectively.



( 2 aa . v' bﬁ ;\T
5 ) /’7//"\\. /r\_,‘_‘
-N" -v N" 'NH V
o /Ef‘w
pit N " 'y

The following clauses show the structure of causative

clausesSe.

(33) a. € _at®- 1 e _%ato geh _us-at:-(egr*in
the-man—-nom the-boy sleep-cs—-foc- 3ms-pl

17he man mede the boy sleep.'

b. eosgtamo— y  ta- 1a mnodo-t: =(es) ud
A -pom I —Acc modo-foc— 3ms drink
- us - 1in
- ¢cs - pf

\fatamo made TME drink Modo.'

Go 1 = bidio -y € -~ Yato - t: - (is)
the~ woman —nom the- boy - foc - Of
garma wod' - us = in

(a)lipon EiIll = €& - of
1The woman made the DOY kill a lion.'

de u = ¥oto - ir - 1 sit'ota- t: ~(us)
the- boy = pl —-nom g - foc- 2pl
astamo- s 1 _mas:a ing ~us-1in
4 -to the-knife give-cs—pf
1The boys made sit'ota give the kxnife to

Astamo.'



When we see the p-structure of (3%d), for inatance, will

be (34) belowe

(54) [-j-_ i [l-ﬁnu""‘gatp“ir" ‘.Y___/ [-:[| Z%“[i}" [Pu [PI [N1|5~Stam0_7
the~boy —-pl-nom A
/% -s /77 [ﬁ"sit‘ota_7' /ﬁﬂi —mas:a/

to S} the-knife
[ine _us J7] [7ACGR, +TENSE///
give-cs

In the zbove D-Structure, We observe that the
causativized verb has three internal A-positions that
it must p-maTrk. 10 addition, since it has & property
of compositionally assigning & 6-role, the external
A-position gets agent f-role.

In regard to case assignment, the NP in the external
A-position, 148 oy /u-gat - ir/ 'the boys' gets its
nominative case from INFL. The other three NPs geb theilr
cases from P and V. That means, the NP /astamo-/ 'Astamo’
gets its case€ from P, Through causativization, the verb
has acquired & new propertye. Accordingly, it asgighs
objective case to the two NPs, /sit'ota/ 'git'ota' and
/i—mag:a/ tthe knife.'

In



Tn this chapter We nave observed that (a) Zayssé

ig optionally 2 sub ject-pro—-droP 1anguage , (b) Jmak'=/

'be pecome' 1is all equative ¢O ulative verb which is
9

deleted when [f+TEKSE;7 is in the present, (c) paasivization

is morphological and syntactic, and (d) causativization

ig a productive word~formation rule which adds new

serantic properties to both intransitive and transitive

verbs.



Zaysse, which is one of the Ometo 1anguages: is .
not gtudied well. The only works that present a detailed |
study on its phonolo&y and noun morpholO&Y are that of
Mulugeta SHeyounm and Hirub \olde Mariam. Other works are
comparative in nature and hence Zaysee data are used only
e comparative purposese As to the knowledge of the
researchel, there is 1O detailed study presented on 1its
syntactic aspecte Therefore, the present study has
relevance in supplying syntactic ipformation for those

who are intercsted in the 1anguage i particular and 1n
Omotic languages in general. However, the study 1is
1imited in its SCOPEs since it presents only the

styuoture of simple declarative clausesSe

Ag it is necessary To have & guideline, this
study has adopted EST as its theoretical framewoTK
which is presented in chapter OnC.

In chapter TWO, the basic word ordeT of the language
is determine. In doing SO, it is shown that case and
p-role agsignment in this language is aniformly.
unidirectional, that is, from rightfte~leftg As a
result, the 1anguage 18 taken to be & head-final Onee
In addition, it is argued that Zaysse has pragmatically E
motivated word. ordeT changes that Gocur within & ¥E
and within & clauses 1N the discussion it is presented
that Zaysse has a base generated focus marker J=atre/

which occurs with an XFP. The focus marker blocks right



dislocations and affects word order changes, since an
XP that contains'/ﬂat:e/ cannot be right dislocated.

The third chapter presents the structure of stmple
clausese Fipstly, the features of INFL in simple clauses
is analyzedo Prom this it is found out that (a) Zayssé
is optionally & subject pro-drop language, and (b)

/[ TENSE / is a crucial feature of TNFL for nominative
case assignment.

The rest of this chapter presents the structure of
simple clauses. The analysis of copulative clauses
indicates that an equative clause has & copulative verb
underlyingly, which is deleted at some stage in the
derivation if the feature g"+TENSEb7 ig in the present.

The structure of passive clauses show that
passivization in this language is rorphological as well
as syntactice 1orphologically, it is a result of the
word derivation rule which passivizeé active verbs 1in .
cuffixing /-u5:/e syntactically 1t jpnvolves Move = OC»
since passive norphtlogy absowbs case and the verb does
not compositionally with its VP ©-mark its A-positiomn.

The discussion on the structure of causative
clauses makes it clear that oausativizati@nfis a productive
word formation +yle which adds the s-gelection property
of both transitive and intransitive verbs. In addition,
it is shown that The V with its VP can p-mark its

external A-position.



NOTES®D

L In his phonetic and phonemilc analysis, Mulugeta
presents only one alveolar implosive, /d/. However, My
data for this study show & bilabial implosive /5/ occuring

in words like /geﬁo/ ' spocodile' and /ubilze/"egg',

2 Following Chonsky (1986:460), 1 have adopted )
instead of X", as the maximal projection of a lexical

category Xe
5 Modo is & local drinke.

4 ppe vealization of the morpheme /-atie/ 18
phonologically determined. 1t nas /-at:=7/, /267

atsels [=ub =7, /~ot:e/, /=ot:=/ as 1S allomorphsSe

5 hn underlined constituent is 2 focused constituento.
However, when Uhe whole VP 1s focused it 18 not underlined

for clarity sake.

6 7ne perfect tense marker has /-in/ and /-¢/ as
its allomorphsSe /=e] occurs in interrogative (when the
subject NP is questioned), relative, and negative clausesSe
On the other hand, /~in/ occurs in declarative and

interrogative (when the questioned NP 18 within VP) clauses.

7 Wh—question clauses.



8 /mok' — / ‘oe, become' 1like 30¥ other verb can
be followed DY +he focus markel /—at:e/ and AGR guffixXese
The following are instanccs which illustrate this.

g, astamo =Y bidura mak' - ot: -(es) = in

4 =—nom fa; Tbecome- foc - 5ms - pf

1 gbamo became fat.'

vy, astamo =¥ bidura mak' - ob: -(es) - 18
A =nom fat ve - foc - Zms - PE

' gtamo Was ot
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