








































































































































































that Hamlin Fistu la Ethiopi a has played in curing obstetric fistu la patients. As it has been 

mentioned on the arti cle, the hospital treats thousand of obstetric fistu la patients in 

advance. See Appendi x I. 

4.2.1.1 Analysis of the Article 

The headline depicts that there were no genuine measures taken by the concerned body. 

This in turn supposes that everybody has to contribute something in the move against 

fistula. 

It is evidenced in the lead that the writer tried to put background illfonnation for the issue 

to be discussed in the rest of the article by indicating readers not to invest too much 

processing e ffort. Like the previous local documentalY, thi s article also considers fi stula 

ill a general sense. However, it is described in a manner that prevents obstetric fisnIia as a 

much more stress ful issue. Moreover, it consequently came up with what obstetric fistula 

meant in the body of the article. 

Accordingly, examllllng the body of the art icle helped the researcher list the different 

pieces 0/ in/ormation presupposed lingu ist ically and pragmatically, and compare them 

with the new pieces o/ in/orllla tion just provided by the article. Consequently, thi s helped 

to see whether the journalist's presupposition of information/knowledge is fair or unfair, 

enabling the researcher identity the ideo logical underpinning if there is any. 

Table 3- Pieces oflnformation/knowlcdge; 'Presupposed' Vs. 'New' 

Presu posed informationlknowled e 

There was no genuine measure taken 

by the concerned body agai nst 

obstetric fistula 
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New information/knowled 'e 

AAFH was established 

The cause and effect of fi stula 

Prevention is better than cure 



There was no hospita l for fistula 
patients 
There was no clear understanding of 
obstetric fistula 

Awareness creation should be a 
prior prevention mechanism 

There arc five fistu la centers in 
different parts of the Ethiopia 
The first ladies of Ethiopia & Kenya 
vis ited AAFH 
Lack of educati on is the major 
problem of Ethiopian soc iety 
Thc hosp ital trai ns midw ives 
GovclTImcnt g ives high priority 
for prevention mechanisms 

As this critic exp lored it, the fact that there was no gemllne measure taken by the 

concerned body against fistula might have been presupposed in the headline because of 

the pertaining journalistic way of writing, hoping to grab the attention of the reader in 

advance. As it is clearl y viewed, the discourses happened in thi s article and outl ined as 

evidence by list of a new in formation/know ledgc, contain a more detail ed and elaborative 

infonnation starting from a clear background of information, the cause, effect, nature of 

fistula up to the measures to be taken against fi stula. 

By comparing the above li sts of information categori zed as presupposed/new it can be 

inferred; this article has g iven large amount of new information than presupposing 

in formation. That can be taken as an evidence for the arti cle being more informative. 

RT is required to determine the fairness or unfairness of the presupposition of the 

information. As stated before, as far as a vital background information is given to state 

prevailing measures to be taken against obstetric fistula in a more detailed and exp li cit 

manner, readers won't invest much processing effort. 

So that, thi s study explored that the presupposed information of this article is fair. 
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Compared to the previous documentaty, keeping the privacy of obstetric fi stula patients 

is advanced in thi s article. For instance, a woman, on paragraph, four is described 

as" ... the old women (whose name is kept confidential) encountered the same prob lem ... " 

As it is ex pressed in the literatu re Moynihan (2000) state, journal ists must keep 

confidential information. That means patients who are drugged or oth erwise unable to 

consent should not be asked to go on the record, unless a substitute decision-maker grants 

that consent. Stories should be held until such time as consent can be veri fied. 

Therefore, as a criti ca l discourse analyst, much apprec iation shou ld be given to the writer 

of this art icle as the journali st is trying to keep confidential information indeed. Thi s is 

one of the indications of a fairly use of presupposed information by the journalist. 

On~ special thing observed in thi s article and which makes it different from the previous 

documentary films is the inciting word ' prevention ' for the eradication of obstetric fi stul a 

in Eth iopia. Paragraph 9 states " ... as the saying goes on ' prevention is better than cure', 

the awareness creation work done has immensely contributed to the reversa l of the 

trend ... " thus the hegemon ic role of the media can be expressed as an effective mode for 

the fact that prevention is the most worth mentioning concept. 

With regard to the ideological goals reflected on the article, it has been explored that, 

since there is no unfair presupposed piece of informati on in the outlined discourse, it can 

probably be inferred that there is no ideo logical con tent communicated through 

presupposition of information in thi s article. 
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4.2.2 "Welcoming the Unwanted" (TschaiNY) 

TsehaiNY is one of the available articles taken from a foreign internationall y owned 

onl ine magazine. Published th ree years ago on February 20 I I, it covers a lot of di scourse 

rela ted to th e ro le that Hamlin Fistula Ethiopi a is playing in reducing obstetri c fi stula in 

Ethi op ia. It is situated li ke as an Appendix 2. 

4.2.2.1 Analysis of the Article 

The helldlille presupposes that obstetric fis tula pati ents were ignored in Ethiopia. 

However, after the ani val of Dr. Hamlin and Dr. Reginald, obstetric fistu la patients have 

begun to be welcomed to the hospital. Furthermore, readers might not understand the 

in tention of the writer in the lead since there are many quotations whi ch probably would 

lead them to give up reading or they mi ght bri ng them to be engaged in a superficial 

reading. 

According to crit ical discourse ana lys is, it can be conceptualized that this article is 

targeted to the fo reign readers for mai ntai ning certain ideological goals consciously or 

unconsciously. Tn addition, it is apparent that thi s writer dominated by the power of the 

source, which is the hospital, as there are a number of quotations in the article. Bes ides, 

obstetric fi stula patients were not given the opportuni ty to be interviewed in the article. 

This can be one of the indications for the writer to be dominated by the ideology of the 

hospital. The entire interview goes to the hierarchi cal personnel of the hospital. 

Seeing the body of the articl e has more helped to cxtract prcsupposcd/ncw knowledge of 

the wri ter. Addit ionally, it helped to explore the underpinning ideo logy of thc institution 
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through a fai rl y or unfairl y presuppose in formation of the writer as we ll. Here is the 

extracted presupposed/new information o f the an icle. 

Table 4- Pieces of Tnformation/kn owledge; ' PreSUI)posed ' Vs. 'New' 

Presu osed informationlknowledoe 

Obstetric fi stula patients were 

ignored before 

The hospital is training midwives 

for eradi cating fi stu la in Ethiop ia 

Absolute poverty and lack of roads 

is the maj or reason for fi snli a not to 

be eradicated in Ethiopia 

Since her arri val in Ethiopia, 

Dr. Hamlin didn't observe any 

change but growth of popul ati on 

AAFH fi stula is the only one 

striving to eradicate obstetric 

fi stu la in Ethio ia 

New infonnation/knowledae 

AAFH was founded in 1974 

AAF H is we lcoming obstetric 

fi snlia patients 

[t is the onl y hospital of its kind in 

the world 

The hospital has treated over 

30,000 women 

AAFH have fi ve outreach hospita l 

for eradicating fi stu la in Ethiopia 

More than 500 employees are 

working in AAFH 

All these pieces of information out lined in presupposed information describe what 

previously observed and has now happened out there. Whereas those under the list of 

new information describe what the institut ion have sa id and voiced. Un like the above 

art icle, which have a broad overview of the info rmation about the cause, nature, effec t 

and measures to be taken of obstetric fi snlia; th is one has a limited nu mber of info rmation 

by which all are given by the authorized bodies of the hospital. 

[n this article, the amount of processing effort that the readers expected to invest in is 

higher. It is due to IIllfair presllppositioll of illforlllatioll!kllowledge journ alists. By 

comparing the categorized lists of information and cri ti cally ana lyzing the thematic 

structure of thc discourses, the writer of thi s article planned to tell his/her reader about 

what is out there in Ethiopia regard ing the outli ned issue that is 'obstetric fi snlia'. It is 
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done, by extracting thc soc io economic conditi on of the country (for in stance, in 

paragraph 16 ... most of the counlty people are very poor, a growing number of population, 

65% of the population li ve in the counttyside ... ). 

The writer is dominated by idea of the institution so that he/she merely wrote what the 

authori zed personn el sa id instead of including some other points of view for exa mpl e by 

interviewing the patient themselves or the government bodi es as we ll. 

As it has been stated earli er the targeted reader of thi s article are the outsider whom 

didn ' t know Ethiopia very wel l. Therefore, the institution ca n ach ieve some ki nds of 

ideological goal at the extent of the journalist unfair presupposition of knowledge 

consciously or unconsciously. Thus, the goal that the institution would like to achi eve 

might be fund raising as it is also observed on the previous international documentary 

film . 
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Chapter Five 

S. Conclusion 

The aim of this study was to uncover, by means of cri ti ca l discourse ana lysis, the major 

media presuppositi on made on Haml in Fismla Ethiopia; and the way in which these 

discourses are used consc iously or unconsciously in underp inn ing the ideo logical goa ls of 

the institution through a fai rl y or unfairl y presupposed information/kn owledge of 

journ ali sts. 

The smdy was tended to achieve the overstated objective by examining: What knowledge 

has the media presupposed in their d iscursive construction of Hamlin fism la Ethiopia? 

How is th is knowledge presented in the med ia tex ts under consideration? What 

ideological goals docs such presuppos ition attempt to achi eve? 

Cri tical di scourse ana lysis was employed as both a method, theory and as a tool to 

examine a set of media outputs produced on Ham lin Fistula Ethiopia of which most of 

them emphasized on th e role and contribution that the hospital is pl aying in curing 

obstetri c fi stul a pati ents. 

To that end, using convenience sampl ing techniq ue, four med ia outputs (i.e. documentary 

programs vs. art icles) were chosen as extracts them of both loca l and foreign- based 

medi a corporations. Two documentmy fi lms were selected, one of the films is 

internationall y made programs by Angel Entcrta inment, and the other one is a loca lly 

produced documentmy program by Ethi opian Radio and Te levision Agency (ER T A) 

whereas the other two data sources are from print media (i.e. from the local Ethi opian 
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Herald newspaper and the internationa ll y made on li ne magazinc ca lled TsehaiNY). 

All these media outputs are critically analyzed based on the outlined ana lytical technique 

using in a sys tematic mode. For instance, 'indicating did it; first, the presupposed 

information/knowledge of journa li sts, then by distinguishin g it with the new in formation 

stated in the documentaries and/or the arti cles. On the way, thi s presupposed and new 

information of journalists helped to know whcther it is presupposed fairly or unfairly, 

This consequently assisted th e researcher to exp lore the ideo logical underpinnings that 

the institution can achi eve through conscious/unconscious presupposed knowledge of the 

journa lists. Furthennore, viewing detai led linguistic items (phrases and words) helped to 

extract the hegemony of the media in advance. 

Consequently, based 00 the analys is the study demonstrated that in respective of the 

foreign established documentary film and article; there were a consciously or 

unconscious ly 'unfa irly ' presupposed information/knowledge of journalists that lead 

audi ences to invest in too much process ing effort for the amount of cogniti ve effect they 

wish to achieve. In a way, thi s would help Hamlin F istula Ethiopi a to underpin their 

ideo logical goals as a result. 

Moreover, in critical analysis of the discourses, the study scrutin ized that the targeted 

aud iences of these internationally owned documentary and article were fore ign audi ences 

who didn't know Ethi opia ve l)' well. As subsequently th is study found out, these medi a 

outputs were extracting our shamefu l scare of obstet ri c fistul a patients to the outside 

world, whi ch would consequent ly helped the institution to underpin its ideologica l goa ls 

that was fund rising. That was done at tbe expense of a consciously or unconsciously 
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presupposed information/knowledge of journ alists. 

Whereas with respect to th e locall y produced documentalY and article, with the exception 

of the documentary program, there was somehow fairly presupposed information by 

journalists whi ch didn ' t lead audiences to invest in too much process ing effo rt as it was 

observed in an internationally fund ed media corporation. Here, no any ideo logical 

message was communicated through presupposition , as there was no any unfairly 

presupposed piece of in formation . 

As a result, what thi s study impli es can be taken, the researcher bel ieves, as a cautionary 

remark for media i.e.: the journali sts' presupposition of information/knowledge cou ld 

lead audiences to invest in too much processing effolt whi ch would consequently help a 

particular institution to underpin its ideology. 
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Appendices 

Appendix J 

"Bold move against Fistula" 

"A fter arr ivin g in Ethiopia we soon met th e fisl1ila suffe rers, who broke ou r hearts with 

their stori es, their endurance and the ir enorm ous needs. They arrived to be treated with 

nothing in this world but hope, fa ith and urine soaked c1othes- it was impossibl e not to be 

touched and give them love." Dr. Cath erine Hamline AC Executive Director and Co­

founder of the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital. 

Fistula victims were equally suffering from psychological trauma as they have fe lt of 

injuries. Thereby, they preponderantly prefer to be alone and keep themse lves away from 

the dreading attitude of community towards them. The bad smell out, out of the v ictim 

made this to happen and make them qui te shy; to li ve w ith o thers in safe and sound 

manner. L ikewise, the famil y of the pati ents would face th e same trouble too. Thus, most 

fam ili es opt to conceal the victim rath er than pickings th e patient to health centers. 

Nevertheless, some ind ividuals who are su ffering from fi stula are treated for free , would 

visit to be bandaged in the hospita l, accordi ng to lenebe Mesfin , Publ ic Relation Officer 

of Addi s Ababa Fi stula Hospital. 

The Addi s Ababa Fistula Hospital was established in 1974 by Dr. Reginald Hamlin and 

Dr. Cath erine Hamlin AC. The beds in the hospital , almost fully occupied and th e 

patients had been getting the treatment. More than any oth er thing, the face of the pati ent 

speaks loud as most of them were from countlyside. The injUlY tb at resulted from 

different cases has brought the victims in the hospi tal together. For instance, 12 years o ld 

women, who ca me from southern part the nation has slept for fi stula resulted due to rape. 
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Unlike this, the ol d women (whose name is kept confidentia l) encountered the same 

problem, but wi th something different case. Her case is interlinked with prolonged 

labour. She is in 40's and has eight children. To the surpri se of everyone, both the 

aforesaid victims were from rural part of the nation. The old women, for exam ple, 

inhabitant at one of the remote part of the nation of Amhara states. 

Fortunately, even though she is affected with fi stula, unlike others, her parents played a 

great contribution and made her treated in thi s hospital. Expressing the pain of fistula she 

said, " like a drop of water, urin e run out me for long time, plus the bad smell cou ld 

ashamed me to live with the rest of community in concord. Moreover, it seemed to me 

that I am the onl y person injured with the fi stul a and the community saw me as if I am 

cursed. Because, in oll r environment no one encountered such problem, except me. 

Nowadays, I get treated and feel good" it is obvious that obstetric fi stul a is not 

uncon1l110n in Ethiopia. Primarily, due to the frequency of ado lescent pregnancy 

combined with neglected prolonged labor and lim ited access to emergency obstetri c care 

would bring forth the aforementioned injuries. 

Obstetri c fi stula refers to an Injury resu lting fro m long unreli eved obstructed labour. 

When baby is too big or poorly oriented it may not pass through the pelvi s of the mother 

and may result in obstructed labour. The constant pressure of the unborn baby's head 

against the mothers bony pelvis in unrelieved, prolonged and obstructed labour over 

many hours or days, leads to the death of tissue and an abnormal opening between the 

bi rth passage and bladder. Labour proceeds and if the mother survives, usuall y results in 

a still birth. 
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Following this traumatic experience, the women become incontinent of urine or faces and 

can only be cured by surgery. A constant tri ck le of body waste products makes her 

offensive to those around her and unwanted. Eventually, she becomes a social outcast in 

her own comm uni ty . She may reel that she is the only woman to suffer such an indignity. 

Hospitals chief nu rsc Tenadamc Bekele sa id that the hosp ital works in accessing 

treatment, prevention and rehabilitation tasks for fistula victims. These services wou ld be 

delivered for free without any expense from the patient. Moreover, recalling that most of 

the victims were from the rural part of the nation, after the get treated, transportation and 

cost of clothes would be covered with the outgo of the hospital. In add iti on, the lesson 

would be drawn for victims after once they get cured, in a way birth would be given 

safely ahead. 

As the saying goes 'prevention is better than cure ', the awareness creation work done has 

immensely contributed to the reversal of the trend. She noted health offcers and 

midwives take the lion ' s share. Mo re over, most victims were made to get service in 

different Fistula Hamlin Centers bui lt at d ifferent corners of the country. Na mely: Bahir­

Dar, Mekelle, Yirgalem, Harar and Metu Centers. This has contributed a great deal to the 

observed reduction of fistu la victims. 

Recently, First lady of Ethiopia, Roman Tesfaye and first lady of Kenya Margaret 

Kcnyatta paid a visit to Addi s Ababa Hamlin Fistu la Hospital. Aftcr the vis it, Roman sa id 

that women victims of fistula undergo various hardships. So, to molli fy their pain the 

hospital offers treatments that cou ld even render some capable to give birdl . She also 

said, "As I have observed, the Hospital is delivering notable service. In addition to 

92 



keeping materi al hea lth, it is also carry ing out a rehabili tation task of v ictims". 

Pertaini ng to fi stul a victims, once USAID Ethi opia Miss ion Director, Dennis Well er tol d 

that lack of educat ion is a major problem for many Ethiopians, but when it comes to 

children, it can literally be dcadly- cu rrently one in 27 Ethi op ian women will of women 

have someo ne with any med ica l training present at the birth . 

The hospi tals new midwi fery coll ege tra ins midw ives to work in rural areas where pre­

and post- natal care is desperate ly needecl . The coll ege is wonderfull y equipped an 

training is in fu ll swing. After tra ining, the midwives work in clinics in remote areas 

provid ing anti -natal care and attending chi ldbil1hs. In the case of obstructed labour thc 

midwives will refer the women to the nearest hospital, improving the chances of a 

healthy children and decrease the number of women fa lling victim to injuri es such as 

fistula and worse, he noted. 

It is estimated that the remaining number of untreated fi stula cases wi ll be 24,000 in 20 15 

and 8400 in 2020; in this case, the eliminati on is env isaged by 2025. While fis tu la has 

practically disappeared from many developed countries with the avail abili ty of 

emergency obstetric services, it is estimated that E thi opia wi ll need surgical repair and 

rehabilitati on for 10 to 15 years more. As basic and comprehens ive emergency obstetric 

services expand in Ethi opia, service qua lity improves, and more women del iver with 

sk ill ed birth attcndants and in propcr health facilities, the need for fi stula w ill decrease 

according to Weller. 

Whil e the inc idence of obstetric fistula is mostly among young women, the inc ident of 

other Femal e UrinalY In continence (FUI) conditions, with symptoms s imilar to fistula, is 
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skewed towards older ages, and the lack of sk illed birth attendants remains the key factor 

in both cases, he noted. Surveys indicate the presence of fi stu la in all regions of the 

countty with s lenderly higher preva lence in Afar, Benishangul Gumuz, and Amhara 

states and a s li ghtly higher prevalence of FUI in the regions of Tigray, Somal i, and 

Southern Nation Nationality and Peoples State. 

How many people do have access to treatment and cure? Detection of fistu la cases 

remains the main bottleneck to accessing treatment. The government through heal th 

extension workers is best placed to improve case detecti on with strong referral links to 

fi stula repair centers for surgery. 

[n this respect, the major thing is not on ly the task of offering education for women. 

However, what matter is how can information be communicated? Sure! Prevention is a 

hi gh priority that the govenUllent gives for. An important prevention strategy is 

increasing ski ll ed attendance at birth to identify and address key causes of obstetric 

fistu la such as obstructed/prolonged labour. Wel l-trained midwives are therefore 

necessary . 

In addition to the secondary prevention activi ties (access to competent attendance at birth 

and emergency obstetric surgery when needed), the govern ment is also making huge 

efforts in primary prevention (avoiding too early or too frequenc ies mainly through 

family planning). These efforts are commendable, as prevention remains the best option. 

[sn' t it? 
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Appendix 2 

"Welcoming the Unwanted" 

In search for fistu la patients Catherine Hamlin' s late husband Reginald Hamlin would 

often go out into the g rou nds of the hospital and would see them ex istin g the gates. 

" He would say, 'why are you going out the gate? Come into the hospital. ' And they 

would say, ' no we are not welcome ' ." The government later gave the hospi tal 10 free 

beds, whi ch went to the patients. 

"We sent a message to the guards that they were not to be burned away." 

As the years wcnl by the number of fi stula patients grew enormously. "Hostels were bu il t 

for them to li ve in s in cc they had no place to live." 

After 10 years, th.e decision to build a separate hospital for the fi stula pati ents was made 

and in 1974 Add is Ababa Fi stula Hospital was found ed by Drs. Reginald and Catherine 

Hamlin. It remai ns the only hospital of its kind in the world dedicated t women with 

obstetric fistula. The hospital has treated over 30,000 women with a cure rate of over 

90%. 

"Just to see them eOllling through the gate to meet somebody w ith the sa me conditi on 

gives thcm a feeling that they 're not the onl y onc in the world. That's why it 's so 

important to nurse these women not in a hospital but in a special ward fo r them." 

Along w ith her deep fai th Catherine Hamlin explained the tremendolls need of the 

women and knowing the hospital can help most of them as being inspirations. 
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" I beli eve that is God 's behind this work. T do know that we arc being helped by divine 

being in Heaven." 

On February 1, 20 11 , Hamlin Fistula USA launched and joins s ister organi zation in UK, 

Austra lia, Sweden, Netherlands, Germany, and New Zealand. 

" In the last 6 or 7 years we've come from having about 120 employees to having more 

than 500 employee and from I main hospital to having 8 locations where we have 

activit ies," said CEO Mark Bennett. With that kind of growth we need to have a stronger 

support base to keep go ing." 

In addition to Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital, there are five hospitals located in key areas 

throughout the country: Bahir Dar, Mekele, Yirgalem, Harer and Metu. 

Desta Mender, a 'self help' vi llage, has also been established for women who cannot be 

cured in the normal way. They are welcomed to reside in the vi llage and trained to be 

nurse-aides. And in 2007, The Hamlin College of Midwives commenced with the first 

class recently graduating. 

" I want to see fi stula eradicated or at least a good start made and that' s why we ' re 

training midwifes," explained Catherine Hamlin. "We've got velY few doctors working 

in the countryside a midwi fe can diagnose." 

Although the city of Addis Ababa bas grown and roads are being constructed, poverty 

and lack of 1'0 ads for those in the countlyside remains problematic. 

" Many roads have been built over the years but still there remains to be those velY 
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important roads from the community to connect you t the main roads," sa id Dr. Fekader 

Ayenachew, who oversees a center in New Ge ll e, South of Awassa. 

"The women cannot get easy medi ca l help when they need it poverty of cou rse IS an 

enorm ous factor . Most of the country people are velY poor," said Catherine Haml in. 

One of the obvious changes in Ethiopia from the tim e of Catherine Hamlin 's arrival 111 

1959 is the growth of the population. 

"When Dr. Hamlin anived the population was about 22 million and the population now is 

almost 80 million," said Bennett. "Sixty five percent of that population lives in the 

countryside." 

Whi le in 1959 about II million people lived in the countryside, there are about 40 million 

people living there now. 

"That's w hy the problem is go ing away because the number of people who don ' t have 

access to services," sa id Bennett. 

However, with her staff, the Addi s Ababa Fistula Hosp ital, 5 centers and the Hamlin 

Coll ege of midw ives, Catherine Hamlin is confident that one day obstetri c fi stula w ill be 

eradi cated in Ethi opia. 

"I've got these nice people here. Ethiopia's now IUIU1ing al l the centers in the countlyside 

and they' re ded icated to do thi s work. I fee l hugely secure. 

TsehaiNY 

17 Febru3lY 20 11 
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Appendix 3 

"A Walk to Beautiful" 

• http: //www.youtube.com/watch?v= 3 w- rOmovij c 
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Appendix 4 

"Tikuret Le Sew Lij Mefleqia" 

• LRR- 10, 730 (LRR is code given 10 heal th docum entary programs in ERT A 

Audio-visual library) 

99 



Declaration 

I, the undersigned, declare that this thesis is my original work and all sources of materials 

used for this study have been appropriately acknowledged. 

Name: Y irgalem Abebe Hail e 

Signatu re: 

Date of Submi ssion : June 20 14 

Place of submission: Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia 


	MX-M464N_20210223_165559
	MX-M464N_20210223_165618
	MX-M464N_20210223_165641
	MX-M464N_20210223_165708
	MX-M464N_20210223_165810
	MX-M464N_20210223_165939

