










































































































































































































Appendix B_ Folktales 

I. Tales Which Portray Women Positively 

Tale 1 - The old Lady, a monkey and a hyena 

Long ago, there li ved an old lady who owned a lot of cattle, cereals and crops. 

She used to live alone in an area where there were monkeys and hyenas. One day a 

monkey and a hyena debated on who is more beauti fu l or attractive. The monkeys said, 

"It was me who is more beautiful than the hyena." The hyena clai med that he was more 

beautiful than the monkey. Unable to agree on the motion , they took the case to the old 

lady, who used to li ve around. The monkey warned the lady not to speak in fa vor of the 

hyena. He said , "If you support the hyena, I will destroy all your cerea ls and crops 

outside." The hyena also warned her not to hold with the monkey. " If yo u do so," the 

hyena said, "I will eat your cattle one by one." Both the monkey and the hyena spoke to 

her ear so that one does not hear the other's warnin gs. The woman being afraid of them 

did not decide on the spot. She told them that she would think over it and appoi nted both 

of them to the next day. When the ani ma ls came to her home the nex t day, she lo ld then l 

"Both of you are as beautiful as your fathers." It was said that thi s way the old lady saved 

her property from destruction . 

Tale 2- The He-monkey and the Lioness 

Once up on a time, a lion left hi s wife (a li oness) at home and went fo r hunting. 

That day, a monkey saw him and went to hi s home to make the lioness hi s mistress . The 

monkey reached the home and wanted to talk to the li oness. As she saw him, the lioness 

began to ask him the following questions turn by turn. 

Lioness : Who are you? 

Monkey: "When they undermine me, they call me 'Ialduu ' <monkey>. 

Lioness: What made your buttock like that? 

Monkey: I like riding on a horseback; I rarel y wa lk on foot. Thus , it was the horsebac k 

whic h made it so. 

Lioness: What about yo ur fingers? They are too coarse. 

Monkey: I make a saddle ; I am hard working: I work day and night. That is why it 

93 



became too coarse. 

Lioness: How would you compare yo ur se lf with my husband? 

Monkey: Your husband knows very well. I am brave. 

Lioness: How would you evaluate my husband? 

Monkey: "He is bull sheet; I compare him to thi s sali va" he said and spat. 

Then, the lioness appoi nted him to come the next day for everything. When her husband 

came back home, she told him everything the monkey said to her. The lion became very 

angry at the monkey and waited him at home the next day. When the monkey alTived , the 

lioness told him to enter and sit down. Meanwhile, the lion appeared, and the monkey 

became nervous and fatted. 

The lion cooled him down and began to ask him the previous questions the lioness asked. 

Lion: who are yo u? 

Monkey: 'Jaldeessa' < Monkey> 

Lion: What made your buttock like that? 

Monkey: Crawling on the trees, being afraid of you. 

Lion: What about your fingers? 

Monkey: Digging the ground in search of insects to eat. 

Lion: How wou ld you consider yourself with me? 

Monkey: So stupid , and coward. 

Lion: With what do you compare me? 

Monkey: With a mountain. 

Lion: And yourself? 

Monkey: Spat and said, "to this saliva". Then, the lion looked at him fiercely and 

knocked him down to the ground. Meanwhile, the monkey farted and begged the li on to 

let him go. The lion warned him not to come to his home again let him go. 

Tale 3 - The Wise Girl 

Once up on a time, there li ved a boy whose age reached for marriage . He want rd 

to marry and told his father to make arrangements for the marriage. The father agreed and 

made all the necessary preconditions. Then , when the date of the malTiage had come, the 

boy planned to tempt hi s would be wife. Accordingly, on the night of hi s marriage day, 

he made sexual intercourse with the girl and inquired her to beget a child the next day. 
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"The chi ld you beget should be a son," he added. The girl thought over it and responded . 

"That is alright, but I need to eat a porridge before that. " She gave him some barely, and 

said, "You should sow this barely, harvest, winnow, gri nd and make pOITidge tonight. " 

Then, the boy nodded hi s head and di scovered how much wise she was. 

Tale 4 - THE AMBITIOUS MOUSE 

Once up on a time, a mouse gave birth to eight sons. Amongst them was one with 

a white forehead. Then the mother said to the male mouse. "What name shall we give our 

son?" he answered: " We ' ll call him Sun." She replied: "What!" He declared: "It can't be 

anything else but Sun." Once this son was grown up, the father said: "Let's find a wife 

for him. The mother answered: "Whose daughter shall we select for him?" And he said: 

"We' ll select for him the daughter of our equal, the frog or the mole!" "No, this cannot 

be!" he insisted. He mounted the horse and went up to the house of the sky .He said to the 

sky: "Give me your daughter for my son." The sky replied: " I feared the cloud: go and 

ask the cloud." So, he went and asked the family of the Cloud. The Cloud replied , " I fear 

the family of the Wind: go and ask the family of the Wind." So, he went and asked the 

family of the wi nd .The Wind replied: " I fear only the mountain: go and ask the famil y 

of the Mountain." So, he went and asked the famil y of the mountain. The mountain 

replied: " I fear only the mole." Thereupon he came back home and said to his wife: 

"Come, give me some milk. I'm exhausted!" and she gave him some milk. When he 

finished drinking, she sai d to him," Well , What have you done?" "You have said the 

truth, 0 my wife; you told me to ask for the daughter of our equal, the Mole! We'll now 

select for our son the daughter of the Mole." He left the place where hi s wife was , and 

called on the mole. And the mole said, "That is fine." Then the son of the mouse maITied 

the daughter of the Mole , and they had many little ones. 

II. Tales Which Portray Women Negatively 

Tale 5- The Deceiving Woman 

Long ago, there lived a husband and a wife who do not trust each other. The wife 

used to prepare porridge and serve the husband most of the time. But the husband did not 

eat the pOITidge to his fill always, thought he always observe her using a lot of water and 
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flour while making the porridge. As a result, he became angry at her all the time. One 

day, he told hi s friend about the case and sought advice from him on what to do next. Hi s 

friend told him that she hides and save some pOITidge in the cooker < xuwwee> to eat 

after he goes to bed or leave the home. Thus, he advised him to cut the leaf of cucumber 

and put under the cooking material when she pours water in it to heat. The husband did as 

he was advised by his friend. Then, the wife poured a large quantity of flour in the hot 

water as usual and prepared ample porridge. Finally, she completed making the pOITidge 

and wanted to hide some as usual. But the husband was watching carefully. Then she 

pretended to serve all on a plate and bent down the material. Mean while, the whole 

pOITidge fell on the palate with the leaf and she was surprised. Having wanted to hide 

some porridge stil l, she told her husband that the pOiTidge doubled (begotten) unusuall y 

and asked him to go out of home and ululate. The husband , however, said "My wife, I 

will do it here" and began to ululate being where he was it is said. 

Tale 6 - The Dwarf and the Wife of The Lord 

Once up on a time, a lord saw a dwarf on the road and asked what hi s job was. 

The dwarf responded, "My height is only what you see and I will do whatever any body 

orders me to do." "What about your conduct," the lord inquired again. The dwalf said " I 

do not cheat, stea l, lie, betray; I am extremely faithfu l," he said. "But, I do not pass over 

any body with out visiting him/her," he added. Then the lord took him to his home and 

told him to look after his house and property until he goes and come back from the 

warfront. The lord went to the warfront and the dwarf began to do as he was ordered. The 

lord has a wife and a chi ld . One day the wife of the lord told the dwarf that she needed to 

sleep with a man and asked him to sleep with her. The dwarf, however, refused to sleep 

with her being afraid of his promise to the lord. Another day she forced him again to 

sleep with her. That night, however, her husband was on the way returning from the 

warfront. When she saw his arrival, she immediately scratched and blooded her face wi th 

different materials and told the lord that it was the dwarf who made her so, pretending to 

be faithful to him. Then, the lord, being angry, wrote a letter secretly and gave the dwarf 

to take it to the so ldiers in the warfront. He made hi s son to accompany the dwarf to the 

place. The letter was read as "Bury alive a person who gives you this letter." Then , the 
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dwarf saw a certain house near the road and visi ted it. He as ked the owners to give him 

some food and water as he was hungry and thirsty. Being angry with the dwarf, the son of 

the lord told the dwarf to give him the letter that hi s father gave him . T he dwarf handed it 

to hi m. Then, the son of the lord took the letter to the soldiers and de li vered to them. 

Meanwhile, the so ldi ers read the letter and buried the son of the lord alive un knowingly. 

Then, the dwarf returned home while the son of the lord was buried. The lord asked the 

dwarf where hi s son was. "The so ldiers buried him," the dwarf responded. The lord again 

asked, "Have not you ever betrayed after you promised so far?" "No never," the dwart 

replied. Then, the lord real ized that the mistake was hi s wife 's, and made hi s servants to 

di g the ground and bury her. The servants did as they were to ld ; and the dwarf sai d to the 

wo man "You entered the grave you dug yourself '. 

Tale 7 - The wife of the Priest 

Many years ago, it was said that a priest had a wife who was not faithful to him . 

T he wife had a sec ret lover from outside and one day she appointed him to come earl y in 

the morn ing on S unday when her husband would go to church to pray. That day, she 

woke up earl y and to ld the priest (her husband) that it was getting late to go to church. 

Hav ing thought that it was true, the priest woke up hU'Tiedl y and went to the chu rch to 

pray. As soon as he left the house, hi s wife's lo ver came and entered. When the priest 

reached the church, there was no one around . He immedi ate ly returned home and saw his 

wife whi le she was preparing porri dge for her lover. T he lover saw him and quic kl y hid 

himse lf under the bed. Although she was preparing it for her secret lover, she li ed to him 

that she was makin g the porridge for him as it was too co ld then. 'That was reall y very 

kind of you , my love," the priest said. Then she made it read y to serve him on the bed and 

told him to lie on it. S he knew that her secret lover was under the bed. Then ha vi ng fed 

her hus band once with her hand , she slow ly seized her hand fu ll of porri dge under the 

bed for her secret lover. Soon , her lover thought that the priest was seizing hi s hand to 

catch him, he sprang and lifted the bed up and th e priest became shocked and fe ll over. 

After that the man ran and hid himself under the sheep. Later, ha ving thought that it was 

a devil , the priest fo llowed him to hi s place . T here he caugh t the scrotum of the man and 

call ed hi s wife to hold until he wo uld go and bri ng a knife to cut with. Then she came and 
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held for a while and let him escape, holding the scrotum of a sheep. He again went and 

hid himself under the bed. Unknowingly, the husband came and cut the scrotum of a 

sheep. Soon the sheep fell over and cried; and the wife told him to slaughter it 

immediately before it dies. The unfortunate husband slaughtered and gave the meat to hi s 

wife to prepare and serve him . Finall y, she prepared a good meal and served him. Her 

husband ate and went to the church again. After that she gave the remaining meal for her 

lover, and slept with him till the morning. 

Tale 8- The Unfaithful Woman 

Long ago, there li ved a husband and a wife. The wife was not faithful to him. She 

had three secret lovers other than her husband. One day she appointed three of them at 

different times when her husband went for hunting. The one appoi nted in the moming 

atTived on ti me and they passed a good time with each other. However, the second 

appointee came early and entered the house. Soon, she told the former that her husband 

has arrived and quickl y hid him under a bed. Then began to chat with the second one. 

Meanwhile, the third lover came and entered the house. In a si milar manner, she told the 

second person that her husband has alTi ved and hid hi m on the roof. Now she began 10 

chat with the third one. After a whi le, she heard her husband coughing from outside 

return ing from hunting. Now, she hid the third lover under a table. The husband had, 

however, heard her talking with someone from outside. He entered the hose and sat on 

the table putting down his spears and gun . He asked her with whom she was talking and 

where he was. "No one is at home; I was talking alone," she ins isted. She wanted to 

change hi s attention and asked him whether he was successful or not in hi s hunting. Th~ 

husband responded, "No, I am not successful today. " "Wou ld yo u go again for hunting 

the next day?" she continued. Meanwhile, the husband took hi s spear, pointed up and 

said , "He who is above knows it." Then the one who hid himself in the roof shocked and 

said "I am son'y sir, I do not know; there is someone who knows better than me under the 

tab le." Then, the one under the table said , "The person under the bed knows much better 

than me." And the one under the bed said , "They are lying; they know everything." That 

way the husband caught three of them and puni shed severel y. Later, he abandoned hi s 

wife and maJTied another wife. 
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Tale 9- The Careless Wife 

Long ago, there li ved a man who mallied a wife who did not li ke to wash herself 

and clean the utensil s. They li ved together for some years and the husband began to 

complain about her unc leanliness . One day, he dec ided to change her with another wife. 

After a day, he brought a new wife to home and began to enjoy life with her. Yet, she is 

also not that much better than the fonner. But the old wife had some cows, and the new 

one did not have anyth ing at the moment. Then her re lative advised her to wash and 

perfume herself and the utensil s very wel l. Besides, she to ld her to prepare a good meal 

and feed him to hi s fill. "AIl·ange the bed and make it ready the way it attracts him ," she 

added. The old wife did as she was told. Finally, the husband came to te ll her that he 

needed some cows fo r the new wife. He entered the house and saw the change; he was 

surprised at what went on in hi s former house and the change he observed in hi s former 

wife . She fed him and told him to li e on the bed and take rest. Finally, the husband was 

attracted by her and told her that he adored her more than hi s new wife. Then after , both 

began to li ve together happily, ignoring the new wi fe: later, the new wife went back to 

her family . 

Tale 10- The old man and his wife 

Long ago, there li ved an old man who marri ed a young lady after hi s form cT 

wife's death. This you ng lady hated the life she leads with the o ld man and began to li ve 

with a sec ret lover who was as young as she was. One day, she wanted to enjoy her secret 

lover the whole night and li ed her husband that she was sick seriously. Then the husband 

asked her what was better and what was better and what she needed to recover from her 

illness. She told him that the excrement of a li on would heal her. The husband went to 

search for the excrement of the lion in the forest which takes more than two days from hi s 

home. He left her alone and continued his journey to the forest in search for the 

excrement. On hi s way to the forest, he came across a certain man and told him why and 

where he was going. The man told the old man that hi s wife was lyi ng hi m and ass ured 

him that he experienced such a case before. Then , he immediate ly devised a mechanism 

in wh ich he would show the old man that she lied him and began the return journey. He 
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told him that he pretends to be a guest who wanted to stay the night at her home. When 

they reached the home, he hid the husband in a sack and as ked her to stay the ni ght at her 

home. She showed her wi llingness and allowed him to stay outside of home in the 

compound. The wise man put the sack in the home and went out to stay the night and 

observe what would happen. A bit later her secret lover arri ved and asked her what the 

man outside was doing. She responded him that he was a guest and that he would not 

enter the house. Then, her husband came out the sack and began to observe what they 

were doing. She prepared a de li li cious meal and served her secret lover. Bei ng angry with 

her, the husband ki lled both of them on the bed. 

Tale 11- A Silly Mistake 

Many years ago, there lived a husband and a wife. One day they agreed to 

slaughter a sheep to make a ni ce 'ittoo ' a trad itional food that resembles sauce . Then, the 

husband slaughtered the sheep and gave the meat to hi s wife . She took it and made a nice 

" wot" and told him that it was ready to be eaten. But, since there was no water at home, 

she went to fetch from the ri ver before serving, and told her husband to take the hide to a 

nearby tanner until she wou ld come back. Since thc homc of the tanner was on the way to 

the river, they began the joumey together and came across three people wa lking towards 

their home. The couple told them that they slaughtered a sheep and made a ni ce ' wot ' and 

did not eat till then. They asked the three men to look after the ir house until they wo uld 

come back. After they di sappeared from view, the three men entered the couple's house 

and ate all the meal prepared and left immediately. When they came back home, noth ing 

was left in the cooker except a number of fli es on the edge. She to ld her husband that th e 

'ittoo ' was eaten by flies. But her husband insisted that the earlier three men they came 

across ate it. Being annoyed at them, he took hi s spear and followed the men. 

Meanwhile, she called a certain woman from the neighbor and told her all the case. The 

woman agreed that the ' ittoo' was eaten by flies . Then , they began to hit the flies with an 

axe to kill them all. First, they saw a fly on the pot and hit it; the fly escaped and the pot 

was broken. Then, the fl y sat on the kett le and they hit it and killed the fl y; but the kett le 

was al so broken. Finall y, another fl y came and sat on the nose of the wife . The wife 

s low ly pointed to the fl y on her nose and asked the wo man to hit it. The woman seized 
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the axe and hit the nose of the wife. l mmediately, the woman 's nose began to bleed and 

she died after a wh ile. 

Tale 12- The Barren Step Mother 

Long ago, it was said that a man had two wives . One had two children and the 

other did not have any; she was batTen. One of the children had a sun on hi s face: and th e 

oth er had a star on hi s teeth. The husband used to love more the one who had child ren. As 

a result, th e barren wanted to make her husband hate thi s wife. One day, she took the two 

children far away from home and th rew th em in the forest where there are wild anima ls 

like li ons, ti gers . Fortunately, a cet1ain ri ch man got the children and took them to his 

home. There, they were brought up in a good manner and the rich man made them his 

hei r upon his death . Then , the batTen told her husband that the wife whom he loves more 

ate her two children ; she began to backbite the mother of the children. The husband 

having thought it was true, hated the mother of the children , whom he used to love more 

before . A day before hi s death , the man who brought the children up told them that their 

step mother, being jealous of their mother, threw them in the forest and he got them 

from there and brought them up. At that moment, the man also to ld them who thei r true 

mother was , what she was doing and where she was li ving. He told them that th eir true 

mother was li ving as a servant in their fat her's house. The nex t day, th e man di ed and the 

two ch ildren inherited his property. T hey began to search fo r their true parents, and one 

day they succeeded and reached the home. They to ld their parents that they were guests 

and wanted to stay the ni ght with them . The one had the sun on hi s foreh ead hid it until it 

gets dark , and the one who had a star on hi s teeth al so hid it. When it gets darker, they 

uncovered the ir signs and the house became brighter. Then the mother and father of the 

children became very happy and welcomed them. Meanwhile, their stepmother lost her 

se lf and fell over. Finally the children changed the situation at home sharing their true 

mother a ll the propet1y they inherited . They forgave their stepmother for her deed , but 

told her to leave the area for treating them and their mother badly and cruell y. 

Tale 13- Truth, Falsehood and Betrayal 

It was said that many years ago, truth , fal sehood and betrayal used to li ve 

together. One day, hav ing found it diffi cul t to afford the cost of li ving in their area , they 
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di scussed together and decided to go to the market to be so ld and serve human beings. As 

soon as they reached the market, fa lsehood was sold immediately. It was an expert who 

bought it. After a while , betraya l was sold; thi s time it was a woman who bought it. Now, 

it was only truth who was left alone in the market. Truth cou ld not fine anyone to buy 

him and stayed in the market to the last minute. At the end, he lost hope and began hi s 

journey back to home. On the way to hi s home, he came across an old man . The old m,\I1 

asked him who he was and where he was coming from. The Truth told the man about 

himself one by one. Fina ll y, the old man took truth to hi s home, and then after they began 

to li ve together. 

Tale 14- The Reverted Speech 

Once up on a time, two respected guests atTived at a cerlain man 's house to ask 

hi s daughter for malTiage for the other man 's son. The two men were welcomed and 

given a chai r. Then the wife was asked to make coffee soon. While she was roasting 

coffee from inside, she farted loudl y and became ashamed of it. Then she wanted to 

divert attention and sent the child who was si tting beneath her to the guests to tell them 

that it was he who rarted then. She wal1led the chi ld to say directl y, " It was me who 

farled now." No more word ' The chi ld , however, worsened the situation. He honestl y 

reported, mum said that it was her who farted then . 

Tale 15- The Cheated Woman 

Long ago, there li ved a husband and hi s wife. Once in time, they begot a child and 

called the sister of the wife to their home so that she would help the wife (her sister) in 

taking care of the child. One night, after he had checked that hi s wife was sleeping, the 

husband stood up from bed slowly and went to sleep with hi s sister-in -law. While he was 

struggling with the girl , the newbol1l child cri ed suddenl y. Immediatel y, the wife woke up 

and swi tched on the lamp. Meanwhile, she saw her husband crawl ing to the bed and 

asked him what he was doing. "Are you mad man, tell me what you are doi ng0" she 

insisted. Then, the husband replied , "I am showing yo ur sister how to teach crawli ng our 

baby. " 

Then , she kept quiet thin ki ng that it was true. That is the way the man deceived 

hi s wife and saved himself from being blamed, it was said. 
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Tale 16- The Clever Guest & the Mean Couple 

Once up on a time, a man became tired after a long journey and wanted to stay the 

night in a certain house. He asked the owners (husband and wife) to le t him stay the night 

with them. Since he was very hungry, he also inquired them to give him some food. The 

wife told him that there was not anything to be eaten at home. However, the y allowed 

him to stay the night with them. They gave him a stick to keep away a calf in case it 

comes to him in the evening. She persuaded her husband that she would prepare the 

dinner after the man sleeps. The husband agreed and accepted her idea. The guest , 

however, had heard this conspiracy. Then, they slept and so did the guest. After a while , 

the wife stood up and began to make pOITidge. The husband was, however, sleeping. 

Meanwhile, the guest was li stening to what she was doing. When he was sure that she 

made it ready, he stood lip s lowly, went to the bed and pretended s leeping beneath her 

husband. The wife went to the bed to wake her husband up for the dinner. Since it was 

dark, she touched the guest and woke him up thinking that he was her husband. Then , the 

guest hlllTiedl y woke up and ate his dinner with the wife while her husband was sleeping. 

When he ate to hi s fill, he whi spered to the wi fe to give him water. She gave him the 

water and made him wash hi s hands. Then she went to the kitchen to put the di sh. 

Meanwhile, he slowly retullled to his former place (bed). Finall y, she went to the bed and 

lied on the bed embracing her husband with her wet hands. The husband now woke up 

and asked her why her hands were so wet. She told him that she washed her hands after 

the meal. "Which meal are you talking about?" he asked her. "The one we ate now 

together," she replied. He told her that he did not eat any thing. Then, she stood up and 

approached the man (guest) to sniff his hands incase he had cheated her. Meanwhi le, the 

guest beat her with the stick he had been provided to keep the calf away from him before. 

That was how the guest ate his dinner cheating the mean couples, it was said. 

Tale 17- Discuss Together 

Long ago, there li ved a husband and a wife. They had no enough property and 

they li ve by working for others to cope with the then cost of living. They sometimes 

bOITow money from their neighbors until they get their wage. The wife had a secret lover 

who leads a better life than them. One day, the wife urged her husband to go and borrow 
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some money from her lover, purposefully, so that her lover visits her frequently under the 

pretext of asking for hi s money. Being una ware of thi s plot , the husband went to his 

wife's lover home and asked to lend him some money. The person happily welcomed 

him and gave him the money he needed. The husband could not refund the money on 

time. As a result, the lover began to visit the couple 's house for dual purposes. If the 

husband is at home, he merely asks hi s money and returns home complaining. If the 

husband is not at home, he enjoys the wife and returns home with out any query about hi s 

money. As usua l, one day, he went to visit hi s mistress thinking that her husband was not 

around. Unfortunately, the husband was at home, sleeping on the bed. Soon he reached 

home, the lover lifted up hi s mistress and took her to the bed to sleep with her. There , he 

saw the husband on the bed and became nervous. The husband asked him what he was 

doing. He responded, "I brought her here with you so that you di scuss together and gi vc 

me back the money you bOITowed." 

Tale 18- A False Dream 

Long ago, there li ved a girl and her boy fri end. They love each other 100 much, 

and hence they sometimes stay the night together secretly. One day, the girl appointed her 

friend to come and stay the night with her around their home when her parents sleep. She 

warned him not to call her loudly, and even not to wh isper through a hole so as to declare 

hi s an'ival when he comes. She told him that she would ti e a rope on her leg and leave the 

tip of the rope outs ide so that when he aITives he wou ld pull the rope to wake her up and 

indicate his an"ival. Her friend agreed and promised to do as she told him . That night, the 

girl and her parents slept on time. Unfortunately, while she was sleeping, her father woke 

up and went out to pass out hi s urine. On his way out, he was obstacled by the rope and 

fe ll down. Meanwhile, the rope was pulled and the girl woke up and went out hUITi edl y 

thinking that it was her boy friend who aITived. She opened the door quietly and witho ut 

reali zing the person, she embraced and began to kiss him. As he was so nervous, her 

fath er could not breath a word. After a while , he asked what has happened to her. When 

she rea lized that it was her father , she fainted and said, "so ... sorry father, I was in a 

dream " . 
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Tale 19- The Unfortunate Lover 

Once up on a time, there li ved a husband and a wife. The husband was so clever 

that he would go to the field in the morning and return at dusk. But the wife was so lazy 

that she wo uld not even prepare meal when he returns from work; rather she has a lover 

whom she feeds very we ll when her husband was not at home. One day, the husband 

became very angry and inquired her why she did not prepare him a lunch. She insulted 

hi m in response, and to ld him to prepare for himse lf if he needed. The husband , ho wever, 

did not say anything, and the next day, he went to a certain old man , who was be li eved to 

be good at solvi ng the problem between a husband and a wife and consulted him. The 

man advi sed him to pretend a blind man after that day onwards to check her love to him. 

He accepted the advice and went back home. As soon as he reached home, he told hi s 

wife that he became blind unknowingly. Then she became very happy and declared the 

news to her lover. She called her lover to see the reality on the spot. Her lover came and 

tried to check whether he could see or not. Si nce her husband was good at pretending, he 

could not disprove ; thus, he said that he was tru ly blind. Then he slowly and quietly 

lifted hi s mistress and took her to the bed. Soon, the husband opened hi s eyes and caught 

both of them red-handed. Finally, he stabbed the man with hi s knife and ki ll ed him on the 

bed and she escaped while he was fighting wi th the man. 

Tale 20- The Poor Couple 

Long ago , there lived a husband and a wife . Since they were so poor, they found it 

difficult to afford the cost of li ving. Hence, one day, they deci ded to leave their area in 

search fo r a better li fe. They began their journey and after a day they came across a 

certain rich farmer who was plaguing a land with a pair of oxen. As she saw the farmer , 

the wife immediately changed her mind and told her husband that she wou ld fool the 

farme r and take one of hi s oxen. "How would you fool him ," her husband inquired. She 

responded, "I will take off my clothes, stand near that tree and dance." "Hopefull y, he 

wou ld stop plowing and come to ask what was wrong with me." "At that time, you 

quick ly go and release one of the oxen and take it away through this forest," She added. 

T hen, she took off her clothes and began to sing wondering here and there . Soon, the 

farmer stopped plowing and went to ask what happened to her. Meanwhile, the husband 
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released one of the oxen and took it away through the forest. The farmer asked the 

woman, "What is wrong with you. Wh y do you dance on bare body?" She rep li ed, "Wh y 

do yo u plough a land with a single ox your self?" "Do you have a problem?" she added. 

When he looked back at hi s farmland , one of his oxen was missing. Being confused, he 

left her alone and went in the forest in the other direction to check the mi ssi ng ox around. 

Then, the woman disappeared in the forest quickly and joined her husband. That was the 

way the woman fooled the farmer and took the ox. 

Tale 21 - In Search for Virginity 

Once up on a time, there li ved a rich man who had on ly one son. The son has 

reached the age at which he marri es. As a result, hi s father wan ted him to marry a gi rl. He 

warned him , "If yo u malTY a girl who is not vi rgin , you will not inherit my property." In 

order to tell me that the girl you man'ied is virgi n, you wear a white c loth and go out that 

night. "That time, I will fire a bullet in the sky to congratu late you and the neighbors," he 

added. The boy agreed and began to search for a wife. One day, he got a beautiful girl, 

and made alTangements for the malTiage. He married and slept wi th her that night. He 

discovered that she was not vi rgin . He immediately sent her back to her family. After a 

short time, he married another girl. Still , he was not successful ; she was not virgin . He 

became so embarrassed and genera li zed that it was hi s fate. He sent her back to her 

family again. For the third time, he married another gi rl. Now, he became lucky; she was 

virgin . He wore a white c loth and appeared to hi s fat her. Hi s fat her became very happy 

and fired a bullet in the sky. Finally, the boy succeeded in in heriting his fa ther's property 

by malTying a virgin girl. 

Tale 22- The Shameless Bride 

Long ago, there li ved an o ld lady who had a son. Since she was getting older an u 

older, she needed someone to help her with the household chores at home. She told her 

son to search and matTY a girl who is clever at work. Then, the boy found a beautifu l girl 

and sent two elders to the girl's parents to ask their daughter for him. When the day had 

come, the boy being accompanied by hi s fri ends went and brought the bride to home. 

After they stayed together fo r a short period of time, he discovered that she was a ki nd of 

girl who li kes sleeping. One day, he went for farming in the morn ing while she was 

sleeping. When he came back in the afternoon, he observed her lying on the bed. The 
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other day, he went for hunting while she was sleeping. He again fou nd her lying on the 

bed without prepari ng anything for him. He became angry and asked her why she did not 

prepare him meal. She responded, 'That is my nature, I can not help you." Then the boy 

decided to divorce and marry another girl. Hi s mother, however, cooled him down , and 

promised to advise her so that she would COITect her behavior. Hi s mother advised her 

time and again , but there was no change in behavior with the bride. Then the mother 

dev ised a strategy in wh ich she would initiate the bride to work. She sa id to her boy, 

"TomolTow morning, I wi ll wake up earl y and stm1 cleaning the room ; meanwh ile, you 

do also wake up and pretend you will help me: thi s time, she fee ls shame and stand to 

clean herse lf. " "Let us try then ," the son said. The next morning, the boy and hi s mother 

tri ed the tactic whil e she was sleeping. They began to converse loudl y, "stop", "No," 'Til 

c lean .... " The wife heard them and said, " Us hi ... do not shout at me; I am sleeping." "If 

you need, clean the room turn by turn ; one of you today and the other tomoITow," she 

added. Finally, hav ing lost hi s patience, the boy di vorced her and man'ied another 

hardworking girl. 

Tale 23- The Burnt Lover 

Once lip on a time, there li ved a husband and a wife. They had onl y one ox. The 

wife had a secret lover beneath him (her husband). She likes her lover more than she does 

her husband. One day, she wanted to send her husband to the market and stay the day 

with her lover. She had also the intention to feed hi m (lover) beef. Thus, she said to her 

husband, " Yesterday, 1 heard people saying the hide of an ox was so ld worth 2000 bilT.'· 

"I think you had better slaughter our ox and take its hide to the market so as to dupli cate 

our ox," she added. At that time, the whole ox itself does not cost more than 500 bill'. 

"That is really good news, we can buy four oxen with that money," the fooli sh husband 

said. Without any hesitation, he s laughtered hi s on ly oxen and took its hide to the market. 

When he took the hide to the market, he could not find anyone to ask him. Every body 

began to laugh at him since it is not common to sell a hide at that time. That day, hi s wife 

passed a good day with her lover; she prepared beef and 'faros' - a local beer - and 

beautifull y enjoyed the day with her lover. At the end, while returning home, the husband 

saw a celtain man coming out of the house and entering an empty granary to hide 

himself. He kept quite, entered his house and sat down. The wife asked hi m why he did 
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not sell the hide. "It is not a hide which costs 2000 birr today, it is the ash of the granary," 

he responded. "I will burn it and take its ash to the market," he added. Then, he took the 

fire and burnt the container and her lover together. Later, he caught and stabbed her with 

a kniFe. While he was struggling to kill her, the neighbors came and helped her to escape. 

Tale 24- The Blind Man and His Wife 

Long ago , there li ved a blind man and hi s wife. He was so ri ch and hi s wife was 

not as bl ind as he is. The couple were equal in height. The wife was very sexy; she had a 

num ber of lovers. Her blind husband knew everything abo ut her. He told her repeatedl y 

to stop her deeds. She, however, refused and continued committing adultery. As a result , 

her husband dec ided to kill her. Since he was disabled , he plotted to hang her tacti call y. 

He told her that he prefelTed to hang himself rather than li ve with her under such 

circumstances. When she heard thi s, she became very happy and said, "That is reall y a 

good decision." Then, he as ked her to make ready the rope with which he would hang 

himself. She brought the rope and gave to him. Then, he told her, "Tie the rope on the 

rooF and suspend it." She did and said, I have tied it up." Then he as ked her to bring a 

table on which he would stand to reach the rope. She brought the table and laid down. 

Finall y, he asked her to step on the tab le and ti e the rope on her neck and show him 

whether the suspended rope is to hi s height or not. "S ince we are eq ual in height , I Cal l 

show you," she said and tied the rope on her neck stepping on the tabl e. Meanwhile , her 

husband pu lled the tab le qui ckl y and she was left on the rope being suspended. That was 

the way the blind man hung hi s adulterous wife, it was said . 

Tale 25- The Patient Boy 

Once up on a time, there li ved a boy. He loved a girl and as ked her for m31Ti age. 

She, howe ver, refused to malTY him . She did not love him. Inspite of her un wi llingness, 

he continued persuading her fo r malTiage patientl y. Yet, the girl refused to change her 

mind. One day, he asked her for the last time. Thi s time, she showed her willingness on 

condi tion that he would fold the earth and show her. Then, the boy went to a loca l seer's 

house and demanded he lp on how to fold the em1h . He to ld the seer what she has said to 

him . Then, the seer advised him to pretend that he was ready to fold it. He advised hi m 10 
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go and te ll her that he was ready to fo ld the ealt h as she demanded. As he was advised, 

the boy went to her and said, " My love, I am ready to fo ld the earth; leave the ground 

and escape; unless and otherwi se yo u will be fo lded together." Thi s time, the girl begged 

him to stop fo lding the earth and agreed to malTY him. 

Tale 26- The Obstinate Wives 

Long ago, there lived a man who had three wives. One of the wives had onl y one 

tooth ; the other had onl y one hair, and the thi rd had only one finger. They were obstinate 

and did not obey what their husband used to inquire them to do. One day , their husband 

wanted to go to the market to buy clothes for himself. He ordered the one who had onl y 

one tooth to look after the cattle until he would go to the market and return . She told him 

that she wou ld not stay at home that day. She said," I will go and get the gum of my teeth 

dyed." Then the husband asked the one who had onl y one hair to stay at home. She also 

refused to stay at home and said, "I will go and get my hair made." Finall y, the man 

as ked the third one, who had onl y one finger. She also refused him . She told him that she 

would go to the market to buy a ring for her finger. Finall y, the man became annoyed and 

cancell ed hi s intention of going to the market and stayed at home fo r hi mself. When they 

returned from where they went at dusk, the man quarreled them and refused to let them 

into hi s house and sent them away. 

Tale 27- The Foolish She-monkey 

Once up on a ti me, there li ved a monkey who had no wife. He was poor, too. 

While he was wondering in search for a female, one day, he came across a she-monkey 

who was weeding in her garden alone. Her husband di ed a year before; she was alone. 

Then , the he-monkey approached and asked her, "Why do you suffer that much (weeding 

alone) whil e it is poss ible to sit and eat without any work?" The she-monkey reacted, " 

How and where is it possible to sit and eat without working?" The monkey told her that 

he had lots of property that is suffice not onl y for her but also for others. In reali ty, he 

even had noth ing to eat for hi mself. He persuaded her to accompany him to his home 

through the forest. She was con vinced and followed him . He mated her in the forest and 

told her to stay there fo r some days. She agreed but asked him to give her something to 

be eaten as she was too hungry. Being on the tree, he showed her a certain rich man 's 
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compound and to ld her th at it be longed to him. He, then, to ld her to go and ta ke some 

food and bring some for him . Thinking that it was true, she we nt to the com pound to eat 

some food. 

There, the owners caught her and beat seriously. She cri ed and called to him why he 

would keep quiet while they were beating her. He sai d, " Sorry, madam, I can not he lp 

you. " Finall y, he ran away and escaped, leaving her in the hands of the enemy. 

Tale 28- The Cruel Wife 

Once up on time, there li ved a husband and a wife who used to quan·el every time. 

One day, they accused each other of being cruel and brought the case to a local chi ef. The 

wife to ld the chi ef that her husband beat her and the children cruell y all the time and 

someti mes boast that he was not afraid of anyone in the vill age . The husband, on hi s part. 

told the chi ef that she was the harshest, stupidest and cruelest of a ll the wo men . He added 

that she nags him day and night and someti mes seizes a kn ife to kill him. The chief 

li stened to the couples and asked them to come to him for ad vice turn by tum . He wanted 

to check who is ri ght and devised a means of checkin g it. First he told the husband to cut 

off hi s wife 's neck and bring to him so that he would give him hi s daughter and a certain 

plot of land . He also promi sed the wife that he woul d malTY her and make hi s own if she 

cuts off her husband 's neck and bring the head to him . The husband thought over it and 

refused to do so and kept quiet. The wife, however, one day, gave him a poison with a 

local dri nk. The husband drank it and di ed soon. T hen she cut off his neck and brought 

th e head to the chief. As soon as he saw the head of the man, the chief shocked and 

became very sympathetic to the man. Soon, he ordered hi s guards to whip her 40 times 

and take her out of his sight. 

Tale 29 - The Thief old Lady 

Once up on a time, an old lady sto le onions fro m the garden of her neighbors to 

make ' ittoo ' with it. The owners thought that their onions were sto len by somebody 

around and began to search the thi ef. But they do not know who rea ll y sto le their on ions. 

They ca lled their neighbors together and began to sni ff everybody to identify the thi ef by 

sme ll . Having sni ffed all , they reached near the o ld lady, who stole the oni ons . As soon as 
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they approached her, the lady said, "Stop; I am not youn g to be sn iffed ; I was sniffed 

once when I was young. I will never be sniffed tw ice." Fina ll y the victims le ft her 

without sni ffing and that was the way she saved herse lf. 

Tale 30- The Girl and Her Mother's Lover 

Once upon a time, the woman was weedin g in the garden, while her daughter was 

preparing food inside the house. Meanwhile, the lover of the mother came and entered the 

house. He asked the girl, " Where is your mother?" She told him that she was weed ing in 

the garden. Then the man requested her to call for him. The girl called her mother and 

told that her secret man had aITived. The mother became happy and told her to go to the 

ri ver and fetch some water so that she wou ld be free. T he girl, however, told the man to 

accompany her to the ri ver and wait for her there. The man did as he was told. When th ey 

reached near the river, the girl told the man that her mother was waiting for another lover. 

The man became very angry and wanted to go back immediately and see the rea lity. Soon 

the girl embraced the man and ki ssed him once. Then, the man took her to th e nearby 

forest and s lept with her. After she returned from the river, the girl to ld her mother that 

the man hated her. She said, "The man told me that he came to in form you that he did not 

need you. " Finall y, the mother became angry and said , "Who begged him to come fi rst?" 

Tale 31- The Selfish Wife and Her Silly Husband 

Long ago there li ved, a sill y farmer who man'ied a clever wife . Having observed 

her husband' s stupidity, the wife cheated him several times. She used to prepare food amI 

eat alone most of the time. One day she prepared 'shiro' and gave him to eat while she 

melted some butter to eat wi th for herself late r. She used to cheat him that she prefelTed 

to eat with clear water than with 'shiro '. She repeatedly cheated the rnan by saying, " I do 

not like to eat with 'shiro ' but with clear water ". One day her husband wen t to visit a 

fri end and told him that hi s wife did not li ke to eat with 'shiro ' except c lear water. " T hen 

hi s friend as ked him, " Have you checked whether it is truly water or no t?" "Of course 

not ,' the silly man responded. "Li sten , my fri end, yo ur wife is deceiving you!" After all , 

when she will tell you, " I dine with thi s water" , you do al so say, " I too wi ll di ne like yo u 

wit h this water, and eat what she eats," hi s friend advised. That day, he came back home 
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thinking: "very well, my friend has given me a good advice!" Hi s wife, believing it was 

like the other days, me lted some buller for herself and served the "shiro" to her husband. 

She sa id: "I wi ll eat my bread with this water" and she started to eat. He too said: " I will 

also eat with you." "How wou ld I ever eat this 'shiro ' while you eat water all the time?" 

he added and began to eat with her. He dipped hi s bread in the di sh and rea li zed that it 

was butter indeed, as hi s friend told him . Soon he caught hi s wife and began to beat her 

with a wh ip . When her whole body was bleeding, he left and let her go. After that day 

onwards, he told her to leave hi s home and go to her parents . 

Tale 32- The Step Mother and Children 

Once upon a time, there lived a husband and a wife who had two children. One 

day, the wife became sic k and died unexpectedly. After some times, th e husband married 

another wife and brought to hi s home. He did not tell her that he had two ch ildren from 

the Fonner wife. T he new wife an·ived at home and saw the children . She asked him, " 

Whose children are they?" The man responded, "They are mine." Then , she told him that 

she would not live with him unless he threw them out. The next day, she went to the ri ver 

to fetch some water, warning the man, "I do not want to see these children when I come 

back from the river." The man nodded his head and said, "That is all li ght; 1 shall throw 

them out." But he did not really want to miss his children. He devised a mechani sm in 

which he would keep the children at home for some days. Soon , he put the children in the 

gran ary and ordered them not to speak any word for some days. He promi sed that he 

wou ld provide them meal in the granary as necessary. When she returned from the ri ver, 

he wanted to foo l her and said, "Some minutes before your arrival , the god of my father 

told me that he is li ving in the granary." "He warned me to give him food three times a 

day: on breakfast, lunch and dinner," he added. The man warned his wife not look in the 

granary for some five days. ""Very we ll ," said the wife and began to throw some food in 

the granary three times per day. One day, a certain woman came at the new wife's home 

to get her hair made . Whi le they were gossiping, the stepmother said, "My husband has 

taken his chi ldren away from me and 1 have no one to take care of." "But he told me to 

provide his fat her 's god, who li ves in the granary, with some food three times a day," she 

added. The woman with whom she was talking to ld her that her husband was foolin g her. 
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She to ld her that he was maki ng her feed hi s children in the granary; and advised her to 

chec k whether it was true or fal se. As she was advised, the stepmother immediately went 

to the granary and di scovered the chi ldren inside. Soon she boiled water and spi lled in the 

granary and ki lI ed the two chi Idren there. 

Tale 33- The Woman and A Dead Tiger 

Once up on a time, there li ved a woman whose ho use was near a king's palace. 

One day, whi le she was retuming from the market, she saw a dead ti ger lying on the road. 

She did not rea li ze that the ti ger was dead. She threw a stone at the dead tiger and hi t I I. 

Since it was dead, the tiger did not respond. She co llected some stones From the gro und 

and struck it several times. Later, she thought that she killed it and came close to the tiger 

and took it in her hands. "I shall give it to the king", she said. She ski nned it and brought 

the hi de to the king ; "I have ki ll ed a ti ger ali ve and I have brought the hide to you," she 

said. The king gave her clothes, sheep and oxen in retum. A week later, she came across 

another ti ger, a li ve now, lying on the road. She said to herse lf, " I shall kil l thi s one again 

and take the hide to the king as before." She col lected some stones and began to throw at 

the tiger. Meanwhile, the tiger became angry at the lady, sprang up and devoured her. 

Tale 34-Akkoo Maanooyyee 

Long ago there Ii ved a queen named Akkoo Maanooyyee. It was said that she had 

un li mited power and highly dictatorial. During her reign, peop le had suffered a lot, as she 

used to order them to do everythi ng inc luding the impossib le ones. She used to enjoy 

challenging people, and as a result, peop le became restless under her di ctatori al re ign. 

Even though the e lders advised not to behave unusuall y, she neglected their idea and 

continued her deeds. Later, the e lders began to advi se the people not to accept he r orders. 

As a resu lt, she hated the elders and wanted to exterminate them all who try to di vert her 

work scheme. One day, she ordered the people to coll ect together and ki ll a ll the e lders in 

her terri tory. The people agreed and killed the elders in the coun try. However, one of the 

elders begged them not to ki ll him so that he woul d be a medicine for them in times of 

difficu lties. The people agreed and kept him secretly wi thout tel ling Akkoo Maanooyyee. 

After a whi le, Akkoo Maanooyyee ordered the people to cover the land in her telTitory 

wi th blue color. Then the people went to the remaini ng elder and asked what to do. The 
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man advised them to burn al l the vegetation on the ground at night and show her in the 

morning. The people did burn the vegetation and showed her in the morn ing. "Who told 

you to do so?" the queen asked them. "We did it ourselves," the people said. Then the 

queen ordered them to build a house for her, suspending on the on the air. Having been 

confused, the people again went to the old man to seek for advice. Then, the elder told 

them to co llect all the material s for making a house and make it ready. "After that , call 

her and ask to lay a foundation for her house, as it is the owner who first lays a base for 

hi s/her house," he said. The people did as the old man advised them. As she realized that 

it is imposs ible to make a house on the air, she told them to leave and go back to their 

homes. The next day, she summoned the people and ordered them to search and bring her 

a horse that flies in the sky like a bird. The people asked her, "From where can we get 

this flying horse, our queen?" "Explore the entire world and bring to me; I cannot tell 

you where such a horse is found," she responded. Then, the people thought over it and 

went to the old man for advice again. The old man advised them to go to the dessert, 

catch a zebra and bring to her. "After that, you put the queen on the back of the zebra, tie 

her down and leave; soon the zebra will run away and take her to the dessert ," he said. 

The people did as they were told . Meanwhile, the zebra became nervous , ran away 

through the dessert and killed the queen. 
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