

















































































































































































































































































































became too coarse.
Lioness: How would you compare your self with my husband?
Monkey: Your husband knows very well. I am brave.
Lioness: How would you evaluate my husband?
Monkey: “He is bull sheet; I compare him to this saliva” he said and spat.
Then, the lioness appointed him to come the next day for everything. When her husband
came back home, she told him everything the monkey said to her. The lion became very
angry at the monkey and waited him at home the next day. When the monkey arrived, the
lioness told him to enter and sit down. Meanwhile, the lion appeared, and the monkey
became nervous and farted.
The lion cooled him down and began to ask him the previous questions the lioness asked.
Lion: who are you?
Monkey: ‘Jaldeessa’ < Monkey>
Lion: What made your buttock like that?
Monkey: Crawling on the trees, being afraid of you.
Lion: What about your fingers?
Monkey: Digging the ground in search of insects to eat.
Lion: How would you consider yourself with me?
Monkey: So stupid, and coward.
Lion: With what do you compare me?
Monkey: With a mountain.
Lion: And yourself?
Monkey: Spat and said, “to this saliva”. Then, the lion looked at him fiercely and
knocked him down to the ground. Meanwhile, the monkey farted and begged the lion to

let him go. The lion warned him not to come to his home again let him go.
Tale 3 — The Wise Girl

Once up on a time, there lived a boy whose age reached for marriage. He wanted
to marry and told his father to make arrangements for the marriage. The father agreed and
made all the necessary preconditions. Then, when the date of the marriage had come, the
boy planned to tempt his would be wife. Accordingly, on the night of his marriage day,

he made sexual intercourse with the girl and inquired her to beget a child the next day.
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“The child you beget should be a son,” he added. The girl thought over it and responded.
“That is alright, but I need to eat a porridge before that.” She gave him some barely, and
said, “You should sow this barely, harvest, winnow, grind and make porridge tonight.”

Then, the boy nodded his head and discovered how much wise she was.
Tale 4 - THE AMBITIOUS MOUSE

Once up on a time, a mouse gave birth to eight sons. Amongst them was one with
a white forehead. Then the mother said to the male mouse. “What name shall we give our
son?” he answered: “ We’ll call him Sun.” She replied: “What!” He declared: “It can’t be
anything else but Sun.” Oncé this son was grown up, the father said: “Let’s find a wife
for him. The mother answered: “Whose daughter shall we select for him?” And he said:
“We’ll select for him the daughter of our equal, the frog or the mole!” “No, this cannot
be!” he insisted. He mounted the horse and went up to the house of the sky .He said to the
sky: “Give me your daughter for my son.” The sky replied: “ I feared the cloud: go and
ask the cloud.” So, he went and asked the family of the Cloud. The Cloud replied, “I fear
the family of the Wind: go and ask the family of the Wind.” So, he went and asked the
family of the wind .The Wind replied: “ I fear only the mountain: go and ask the family
of the Mountain.” So, he went and asked the family of the mountain. The mountain
replied: *“ I fear only the mole.” Thereupon he came back home and said to his wife:

|22

“Come, give me some milk. I'm exhausted!” and she gave him some milk. When he
finished drinking, she said to him,” Well, What have you done?” “You have said the
truth, O my wife; you told me to ask for the daughter of our equal, the Mole! We’ll now
select for our son the daughter of the Mole.” He left the place where his wife was, and
called on the mole. And the mole said, “That is fine.” Then the son of the mouse married

the daughter of the Mole, and they had many little ones.

II. Tales Which Portray Women Negatively
Tale 5- The Deceiving Woman

Long ago, there lived a husband and a wife who do not trust each other. The wife
used to prepare porridge and serve the husband most of the time. But the husband did not

eat the porridge to his fill always, thought he always observe her using a lot of water and
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flour while making the porridge. As a result, he became angry at her all the time. One
day, he told his friend about the case and sought advice from him on what to do next. His
friend told him that she hides and save some porridge in the cooker < xuwwee> to eat
after he goes to bed or leave the home. Thus, he advised him to cut the leaf of cucumber
and put under the cooking material when she pours water in it to heat. The husband did as
he was advised by his friend. Then, the wife poured a large quantity of flour in the hot
water as usual and prepared ample porridge. Finally, she completed making the porridge
and wanted to hide some as usual. But the husband was watching carefully. Then she
pretended to serve all on a plate and bent down the material. Mean while, the whole
porridge fell on the palate with the leaf and she was surprised. Having wanted to hide
some porridge still, she told her husband that the porridge doubled (begotten) unusually
and asked him to go out of home and ululate. The husband, however, said “My wife, |

will do it here” and began to ululate being where he was it is said.

Tale 6 — The Dwarf and the Wife of The Lord

Once up on a time, a lord saw a dwarf on the road and asked what his job was.
The dwarf responded, “My height is only what you see and I will do whatever any body
orders me to do.” “What about your conduct,” the lord inquired again. The dwarf said “l
do not cheat, steal, lie, betray; I am extremely faithful,” he said. “But, I do not pass over
any body with out visiting him/her,” he added. Then the lord took him to his home and
told him to look after his house and property until he goes and come back from the
warfront. The lord went to the warfront and the dwarf began to do as he was ordered. The
lord has a wife and a child. One day the wife of the lord told the dwarf that she needed to
sleep with a man and asked him to sleep with her. The dwarf, however, refused to sleep
with her being afraid of his promise to the lord. Another day she forced him again to
sleep with her. That night, however, her husband was on the way returning from the
warfront. When she saw his arrival, she immediately scratched and blooded her face with
different materials and told the lord that it was the dwarf who made her so, pretending to
be faithful to him. Then, the lord, being angry, wrote a letter secretly and gave the dwarf
to take it to the soldiers in the warfront. He made his son to accompany the dwartf to the

place. The letter was read as “Bury alive a person who gives you this letter.” Then, the
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dwarf saw a certain house near the road and visited it. He asked the owners to give him
some food and water as he was hungry and thirsty. Being angry with the dwarf, the son of
the lord told the dwarf to give him the letter that his father gave him. The dwarf handed it
to him. Then, the son of the lord took the letter to the soldiers and delivered to them.
Meanwhile, the soldiers read the letter and buried the son of the lord alive unknowingly.
Then, the dwarf returned home while the son of the lord was buried. The lord asked the
dwarf where his son was. “The soldiers buried him,” the dwarf responded. The lord again
asked, “Have not you ever betrayed after you promised so far?” “No never,” the dwart
replied. Then, the lord realized that the mistake was his wife’s, and made his servants to
dig the ground and bury her. The servants did as they were told; and the dwarf said to the

woman “You entered the grave you dug yourself™.
Tale 7 — The wife of the Priest

Many years ago, it was said that a priest had a wife who was not faithful to him.
The wife had a secret lover from outside and one day she appointed him to come early in
the morning on Sunday when her husband would go to church to pray. That day, she
woke up early and told the priest (her husband) that it was getting latc to go to church.
Having thought that it was true, the priest woke up hurriedly and went to the church to
pray. As soon as he left the house, his wife’s lover came and entered. When the priest
reached the church, there was no one around. He immediately returned home and saw his
wife while she was preparing porridge for her lover. The lover saw him and quickly hid
himself under the bed. Although she was preparing it for her secret lover, she lied to him
that she was making the porridge for him as it was too cold then. “That was really very
kind of you, my love,” the priest said. Then she made it ready to serve him on the bed and
told him to lie on it. She knew that her secret lover was under the bed. Then having fed
her husband once with her hand, she slowly seized her hand full of porridge under the
bed for her secret lover. Soon, her lover thought that the priest was seizing his hand to
catch him, he sprang and lifted the bed up and the priest became shocked and fell over.
After that the man ran and hid himself under the sheep. Later, having thought that it was
a devil, the priest followed him to his place. There he caught the scrotum of the man and

called his wife to hold until he would go and bring a knife to cut with. Then she came and
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held for a while and let him escape, holding the scrotum of a sheep. He again went and
hid himself under the bed. Unknowingly, the husband came and cut the scrotum of a
sheep. Soon the sheep fell over and cried; and the wife told him to slaughter it
immediately before it dies. The unfortunate husband slaughtered and gave the meat to his
wife to prepare and serve him. Finally, she prepared a good meal and served him. Her
husband ate and went to the church again. After that she gave the remaining meal for her

lover, and slept with him till the morning.
Tale 8- The Unfaithful Woman

Long ago, there lived a husband and a wife. The wife was not faithful to him. She
had three secret lovers other than her husband. One day she appointed three of them al
different times when her husband went for hunting. The one appointed in the morning
arrived on time and they passed a good time with each other. However, the second
appointee came early and entered the house. Soon, she told the former that her husband
has arrived and quickly hid him under a bed. Then began to chat with the second one.
Meanwhile, the third lover came and entered the house. In a similar manner, she told the
second person that her husband has arrived and hid him on the roof. Now she began 10
chat with the third one. After a while, she heard her husband coughing from outside
returning from hunting. Now, she hid the third lover under a table. The husband had,
however, heard her talking with someone from outside. He entered the hose and sat on
the table putting down his spears and gun. He asked her with whom she was talking and
where he was. “No one is at home; [ was talking alone,” she insisted. She wanted to
change his attention and asked him whether he was successful or not in his hunting. The
husband responded, “No, I am not successful today.” “Would you go again for hunting
the next day?” she continued. Meanwhile, the husband took his spear, pointed up and
said, “He who 1s above knows it.”” Then the one who hid himself in the roof shocked and
said “I am sorry sir, I do not know; there is someone who knows better than me under the
table.” Then, the one under the table said, “The person under the bed knows much better
than me.” And the one under the bed said, *“ They are lying; they know everything.” That
way the husband caught three of them and punished severely. Later, he abandoned his

wife and married another wife.
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Tale 9- The Careless Wife

Long ago, there lived a man who married a wife who did not like to wash herself
and clean the utensils. They lived together for some years and the husband began to
complain about her uncleanliness. One day, he decided to change her with another wife.
After a day, he brought a new wife to home and began to enjoy life with her. Yet, she is
also not that much better than the former. But the old wife had some cows, and the new
one did not have anything at the moment. Then her relative advised her to wash and
perfume herself and the utensils very well. Besides, she told her to prepare a good meal
and feed him to his fill. “Arrange the bed and make it ready the way it attracts him,” she
added. The old wife did as she was told. Finally, the husband came to tell her that he
needed some cows for the new wife. He entered the house and saw the change; he was
surprised at what went on in his former house and the change he observed in his former
wife. She fed him and told him to lie on the bed and take rest. Finally, the husband was
attracted by her and told her that he adored her more than his new wife. Then after, both
began to live together happily, ignoring the new wife: later, the new wife went back to

her family.
Tale 10- The old man and his wife

Long ago, there lived an old man who married a young lady after his former
wife’s death. This young lady hated the life she leads with the old man and began to live
with a secret lover who was as young as she was. One day, she wanted to enjoy her secrel
lover the whole night and lied her husband that she was sick seriously. Then the husband
asked her what was better and what was better and what she needed to recover from her
illness. She told him that the excrement of a lion would heal her. The husband went to
search for the excrement of the lion in the forest which takes more than two days from his
home. He left her alone and continued his journey to the forest in search for the
excrement. On his way to the forest, he came across a certain man and told him why and
where he was going. The man told the old man that his wife was lying him and assured
him that he experienced such a case before. Then, he immediately devised a mechanism

in which he would show the old man that she lied him and began the return journey. He
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told him that he pretends to be a guest who wanted to stay the night at her home. When
they reached the home, he hid the husband in a sack and asked her to stay the night at her
home. She showed her willingness and allowed him to stay outside of home in the
compound. The wise man put the sack in the home and went out to stay the night and
observe what would happen. A bit later her secret lover arrived and asked her what the
man outside was doing. She responded him that he was a guest and that he would not
enter the house. Then, her husband came out the sack and began to observe what they
were doing. She prepared a delilicious meal and served her secret lover. Being angry with

her, the husband killed both of them on the bed.

Tale 11- A Silly Mistake

Many years ago, there lived a husband and a wife. One day they agreed to
slaughter a sheep to make a nice ‘ittoo’ a traditional food that resembles sauce. Then, the
husband slaughtered the sheep and gave the meat to his wife. She took it and made a nice
“wot” and told him that it was ready to be eaten. But, since there was no water at home,
she went to fetch from the river before serving, and told her husband to take the hide to a
nearby tanner until she would come back. Since the home of the tanner was on the way to
the river, they began the journey together and came across three people walking towards
their home. The couple told them that they slaughtered a sheep and made a nice ‘wot’ and
did not eat till then. They asked the three men to look after their house until they would
come back. After they disappeared from view, the three men entered the couple’s house
and ate all the meal prepared and left immediately. When they came back home, nothing
was left in the cooker except a number of flies on the edge. She told her husband that the
‘ittoo’ was eaten by flies. But her husband insisted that the earlier three men they came
across ate it. Being annoyed at them, he took his spear and followed the men.
Meanwhile, she called a certain woman from the neighbor and told her all the case. The
woman agreed that the ‘ittoo’ was eaten by flies. Then, they began to hit the flies with an
axe to kill them all. First, they saw a fly on the pot and hit it; the fly escaped and the pot
was broken. Then, the fly sat on the kettle and they hit it and killed the fly; but the kettle
was also broken. Finally, another fly came and sat on the nose of the wife. The wife

slowly pointed to the fly on her nose and asked the woman to hit it. The woman seized
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the axe and hit the nose of the wife. Immediately, the woman’s nose began to bleed and
she died after a while.
Tale 12- The Barren Step Mother

Long ago, it was said that a man had two wives. One had two children and the
other did not have any; she was barren. One of the children had a sun on his face; and the
other had a star on his teeth. The husband used to love more the one who had children. As
a result, the barren wanted to make her husband hate this wife. One day, she took the two
children far away from home and threw them in the forest where there are wild animals
like lions, tigers. Fortunately, a certain rich man got the children and took them to his
home. There, they were brought up in a good manner and the rich man made them his
heir upon his death. Then, the barren told her husband that the wife whom he loves more
ate her two children; she began to backbite the mother of the children. The husband
having thought it was true, hated the mother of the children, whom he used to love more
before. A day before his death, the man who brought the children up told them that their
step mother, being jealous of their mother, threw them in the forest and he got them
from there and brought them up. At that moment, the man also told them who their true
mother was, what she was doing and where she was living. He told them that their true
mother was living as a servant in their father’s house. The next day, the man died and the
two children inherited his property. They began to search for their true parents, and one
day they succeeded and reached the home. They told their parents that they were guests
and wanted to stay the night with them. The one had the sun on his forehead hid it until it
gets dark, and the one who had a star on his teeth also hid it. When it gets darker, they
uncovered their signs and the house became brighter. Then the mother and father of the
children became very happy and welcomed them. Meanwhile, their stepmother lost her
self and fell over. Finally the children changed the situation at home sharing their true
mother all the property they inherited. They forgave their stepmother for her deed, but

told her to leave the area for treating them and their mother badly and cruelly.
Tale 13- Truth, Falsehood and Betrayal

It was said that many years ago, truth, falsehood and betrayal used to live

together. One day, having found it difficult to afford the cost of living in their area, they
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discussed together and decided to go to the market to be sold and serve human beings. As
soon as they reached the market, falsehood was sold immediately. It was an expert who
bought it. After a while, betrayal was sold; this time it was a woman who bought it. Now,
it was only truth who was left alone in the market. Truth could not fine anyone to buy
him and stayed in the market to the last minute. At the end, he lost hope and began his
journey back to home. On the way to his home, he came across an old man. The old man
asked him who he was and where he was coming from. The Truth told the man about
himself one by one. Finally, the old man took truth to his home, and then after they began

to live together.
Tale 14- The Reverted Speech

Once up on a time, two respected guests arrived at a certain man’s house to ask
his daughter for marriage for the other man’s son. The two men were welcomed and
given a chair. Then the wife was asked to make coffee soon. While she was roasting
coffee from inside, she farted loudly and became ashamed of it. Then she wanted to
divert attention and sent the child who was sitting beneath her to the guests to tell them
that it was he who farted then. She warned the child to say directly, * It was me who
farted now.” No more word! The child, however, worsened the situation. He honestly
reported, mum said that it was her who farted then.

Tale 15- The Cheated Woman

Long ago, there lived a husband and his wife. Once in time, they begot a child and
called the sister of the wife to their home so that she would help the wife (her sister) in
taking care of the child. One night, after he had checked that his wife was sleeping, the
husband stood up from bed slowly and went to sleep with his sister-in-law. While he was
struggling with the girl, the newborn child cried suddenly. Immediately, the wife woke up
and switched on the lamp. Meanwhile, she saw her husband crawling to the bed and
asked him what he was doing. “Are you mad man, tell me what you are doing?” she
insisted. Then, the husband replied, “I am showing your sister how to teach crawling our
baby.”

Then, she kept quiet thinking that it was true. That is the way the man deceived

his wife and saved himself from being blamed, it was said.
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Tale 16- The Clever Guest & the Mean Couple

Once up on a time, a man became tired after a long journey and wanted to stay the
night in a certain house. He asked the owners (husband and wife) to let him stay the night
with them. Since he was very hungry, he also inquired them to give him some food. The
wife told him that there was not anything to be eaten at home. However, they allowed
him to stay the night with them. They gave him a stick to keep away a calf in case it
comes to him in the evening. She persuaded her husband that she would prepare the
dinner after the man sleeps. The husband agreed and accepted her idea. The guest,
however, had heard this conspiracy. Then, they slept and so did the guest. After a while,
the wife stood up and began to make porridge. The husband was, however, sleeping.
Meanwhile, the guest was listening to what she was doing. When he was sure that she
made it ready, he stood up slowly, went to the bed and pretended sleeping beneath her
husband. The wife went to the bed to wake her husband up for the dinner. Since it was
dark, she touched the guest and woke him up thinking that he was her husband. Then, the
guest hurriedly woke up and ate his dinner with the wife while her husband was sleeping.
When he ate to his fill, he whispered to the wife to give him water. She gave him the
water and made him wash his hands. Then she went to the kitchen to put the dish.
Meanwhile, he slowly returned to his former place (bed). Finally, she went to the bed and
lied on the bed embracing her husband with her wet hands. The husband now woke up
and asked her why her hands were so wet. She told him that she washed her hands after
the meal. “Which meal are you talking about?” he asked her. “The one we ate now
together,” she replied. He told her that he did not eat any thing. Then, she stood up and
approached the man (guest) to sniff his hands incase he had cheated her. Meanwhile, the
guest beat her with the stick he had been provided to keep the calf away from him before.

That was how the guest ate his dinner cheating the mean couples, it was said.

Tale 17- Discuss Together
Long ago, there lived a husband and a wife. They had no enough property and
they live by working for others to cope with the then cost of living. They sometimes
borrow money from their neighbors until they get their wage. The wife had a secret lover

who leads a better life than them. One day, the wife urged her husband to go and borrow
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some money from her lover, purposefully, so that her lover visits her frequently under the
pretext of asking for his money. Being unaware of this plot, the husband went to his
wife’s lover home and asked to lend him some money. The person happily welcomed
him and gave him the money he needed. The husband could not refund the money on
time. As a result, the lover began to visit the couple’s house for dual purposes. If the
husband is at home, he merely asks his money and returns home complaining. If the
husband is not at home, he enjoys the wife and returns home with out any query about his
money. As usual, one day, he went to visit his mistress thinking that her husband was not
around. Unfortunately, the husband was at home, sleeping on the bed. Soon he reached
home, the lover lifted up his mistress and took her to the bed to sleep with her. There, he
saw the husband on the bed and became nervous. The husband asked him what he was
doing. He responded, “I brought her here with you so that you discuss together and give
me back the money you borrowed.”

Tale 18- A False Dream

Long ago, there lived a girl and her boy friend. They love each other too much,
and hence they sometimes stay the night together secretly. One day, the girl appointed her
friend to come and stay the night with her around their home when her parents sleep. She
warned him not to call her loudly, and even not to whisper through a hole so as to declare
his arrival when he comes. She told him that she would tie a rope on her leg and leave the
tip of the rope outside so that when he arrives he would pull the rope to wake her up and
indicate his arrival. Her friend agreed and promised to do as she told him. That night, the
girl and her parents slept on time. Unfortunately, while she was sleeping, her father woke
up and went out to pass out his urine. On his way out, he was obstacled by the rope and
fell down. Meanwhile, the rope was pulled and the girl woke up and went out hurriedly
thinking that it was her boy friend who arrived. She opened the door quietly and withoul
realizing the person, she embraced and began to kiss him. As he was so nervous, her
father could not breath a word. After a while, he asked what has happened to her. When
she realized that it was her father, she fainted and said, “so... sorry father, I was in a

dream’’.
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Tale 19- The Unfortunate Lover

Once up on a time, there lived a husband and a wife. The husband was so clever
that he would go to the field in the morning and return at dusk. But the wife was so lazy
that she would not even prepare meal when he returns from work; rather she has a lover
whom she feeds very well when her husband was not at home. One day, the husband
became very angry and inquired her why she did not prepare him a lunch. She insulted
him in response, and told him to prepare for himself if he needed. The husband, however,
did not say anything, and the next day, he went to a certain old man, who was believed to
be good at solving the problem between a husband and a wife and consulted him. The
man advised him to pretend a blind man after that day onwards to check her love to him,
He accepted the advice and went back home. As soon as he reached home, he told his
wife that he became blind unknowingly. Then she became very happy and declared the
news to her lover. She called her lover to see the reality on the spot. Her lover came and
tried to check whether he could see or not. Since her husband was good at pretending, he
could not disprove; thus, he said that he was truly blind. Then he slowly and quietly
lifted his mistress and took her to the bed. Soon, the husband opened his eyes and caught
both of them red-handed. Finally, he stabbed the man with his knife and killed him on the

bed and she escaped while he was fighting with the man.
Tale 20- The Poor Couple

Long ago, there lived a husband and a wife. Since they were so poor, they found it
difficult to afford the cost of living. Hence, one day, they decided to leave their area in
search for a better life. They began their journey and after a day they came across a
certain rich farmer who was plaguing a land with a pair of oxen. As she saw the farmer,
the wife immediately changed her mind and told her husband that she would fool the
farmer and take one of his oxen. “How would you fool him,” her husband inquired. She
responded, “T will take off my clothes, stand near that tree and dance.” “Hopefully, he
would stop plowing and come to ask what was wrong with me.” “At that time, you
quickly go and release one of the oxen and take it away through this forest,” She added.
Then, she took off her clothes and began to sing wondering here and there. Soon, the

farmer stopped plowing and went to ask what happened to her. Meanwhile, the husband



released one of the oxen and took it away through the forest. The farmer asked the
woman, “What is wrong with you. Why do you dance on bare body?” She replied, “Why
do you plough a land with a single ox your self?” “Do you have a problem?” she added.
When he looked back at his farmland, one of his oxen was missing. Being confused, he
left her alone and went in the forest in the other direction to check the missing ox around.
Then, the woman disappeared in the forest quickly and joined her husband. That was the
way the woman fooled the farmer and took the ox.
Tale 21 — In Search for Virginity

Once up on a time, there lived a rich man who had only one son. The son has
reached the age at which he marries. As a result, his father wanted him to marry a girl. He
warned him, “If you marry a girl who is not virgin, you will not inherit my property.” In
order to tell me that the girl you married is virgin, you wear a white cloth and go out that
night. “That time, I will fire a bullet in the sky to congratulate you and the neighbors,” he
added. The boy agreed and began to search for a wife. One day, he got a beautiful girl,
and made arrangements for the marriage. He married and slept with her that night. He
discovered that she was not virgin. He immediately sent her back to her family. After a
short time, he married another girl. Still, he was not successful; she was not virgin. He
became so embarrassed and generalized that it was his fate. He sent her back to her
family again. For the third time, he married another girl. Now, he became lucky; she was
virgin. He wore a white cloth and appeared to his father. His father became very happy
and fired a bullet in the sky. Finally, the boy succeeded in inheriting his father’s property
by marrying a virgin girl.

Tale 22- The Shameless Bride

Long ago, there lived an old lady who had a son. Since she was getting older and
older, she needed someone to help her with the household chores at home. She told her
son to search and marry a girl who is clever at work. Then, the boy found a beautiful girl
and sent two elders to the girl’s parents to ask their daughter for him. When the day had
come, the boy being accompanied by his friends went and brought the bride to home.
After they stayed together for a short period of time, he discovered that she was a kind of
girl who likes sleeping. One day, he went for farming in the morning while she was

sleeping. When he came back in the afternoon, he observed her lying on the bed. The
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other day, he went for hunting while she was sleeping. He again found her lying on the
bed without preparing anything for him. He became angry and asked her why she did not
prepare him meal. She responded, “That is my nature, I can not help you.” Then the boy
decided to divorce and marry another girl. His mother, however, cooled him down, and
promised to advise her so that she would correct her behavior. His mother advised her
time and again, but there was no change in behavior with the bride. Then the mother
devised a strategy in which she would initiate the bride to work. She said to her boy,
“Tomorrow morning, I will wake up early and start cleaning the room; meanwhile, you
do also wake up and pretend you will help me: this time, she feels shame and stand (0
clean herself.” “Let us try then,” the son said. The next morning, the boy and his mother
tried the tactic while she was sleeping. They began to converse loudly, “stop”, “No,” “I’ll
clean....” The wife heard them and said, * Ushi...do not shout at me; I am sleeping.” “If
you need, clean the room turn by turn; one of you today and the other tomorrow,” she
added. Finally, having lost his patience, the boy divorced her and married another
hardworking girl.
Tale 23- The Burnt Lover

Once up on a time, there lived a husband and a wife. They had only one ox. The
wife had a secret lover beneath him (her husband). She likes her lover more than she does
her husband. One day, she wanted to send her husband to the market and stay the day
with her lover. She had also the intention to feed him (lover) beef. Thus, she said to her
husband, “Yesterday, I heard people saying the hide of an ox was sold worth 2000 birr.”
“I think you had better slaughter our ox and take its hide to the market so as to duplicate
our ox,” she added. At that time, the whole ox itself does not cost more than 500 birr.
“That is really good news, we can buy four oxen with that money,” the foolish husband
said. Without any hesitation, he slaughtered his only oxen and took its hide to the market.
When he took the hide to the market, he could not find any one to ask him. Every body
began to laugh at him since it is not common to sell a hide at that time. That day, his wife
passed a good day with her lover; she prepared beef and ‘faros’ — a local beer — and
beautifully enjoyed the day with her lover. At the end, while returning home, the husband
saw a certain man coming out of the house and entering an empty granary to hide

himself. He kept quite, entered his house and sat down. The wife asked him why he did
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not sell the hide. “It is not a hide which costs 2000 birr today, it is the ash of the granary,”
he responded. “I will burn it and take its ash to the market,” he added. Then, he took the
fire and burnt the container and her lover together. Later, he caught and stabbed her with

a knife. While he was struggling to kill her, the neighbors came and helped her to escape.

Tale 24- The Blind Man and His Wife

Long ago, there lived a blind man and his wife. He was so rich and his wife was
not as blind as he is. The couple were equal in height. The wife was very sexy; she had a
number of lovers. Her blind husband knew everything about her. He told her repeatedly
to stop her deeds. She, however, refused and continued committing adultery. As a result,
her husband decided to kill her. Since he was disabled, he plotted to hang her tactically.
He told her that he preferred to hang himself rather than live with her under such
circumstances. When she heard this, she became very happy and said, “That is really a
good decision.” Then, he asked her to make ready the rope with which he would hang
himself. She brought the rope and gave to him. Then, he told her, “Tie the rope on the
roof and suspend it.” She did and said, I have tied it up.” Then he asked her to bring a
table on which he would stand to reach the rope. She brought the table and laid down.
Finally, he asked her to step on the table and tie the rope on her neck and show him
whether the suspended rope is to his height or not. “Since we are equal in height. I can
show you,” she said and tied the rope on her neck stepping on the table. Meanwhile, her
husband pulled the table quickly and she was left on the rope being suspended. That was

the way the blind man hung his adulterous wife, it was said.

Tale 25- The Patient Boy

Once up on a time, there lived a boy. He loved a girl and asked her for marriage.
She, however, refused to marry him. She did not love him. Inspite of her unwillingness,
he continued persuading her for marriage patiently. Yet, the girl refused to change her
mind. One day, he asked her for the last time. This time, she showed her willingness on
condition that he would fold the earth and show her. Then, the boy went to a local seer’s
house and demanded help on how to fold the earth. He told the seer what she has said to

him. Then, the seer advised him to pretend that he was ready to fold it. He advised him to
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go and tell her that he was ready to fold the earth as she demanded. As he was advised,
the boy went to her and said, *“ My love, I am ready to fold the earth; leave the ground
and escape; unless and otherwise you will be folded together.” This time, the girl begged

him to stop folding the earth and agreed to marry him.
Tale 26- The Obstinate Wives

Long ago, there lived a man who had three wives. One of the wives had only one
tooth; the other had only one hair, and the third had only one finger. They were obstinate
and did not obey what their husband used to inquire them to do. One day, their husband
wanted to go to the market to buy clothes for himself. He ordered the one who had only
one tooth to look after the cattle until he would go to the market and return. She told him
that she would not stay at home that day. She said,” I will go and get the gum of my teeth
dyed.” Then the husband asked the one who had only one hair to stay at home. She also
refused to stay at home and said, “I will go and get my hair made.” Finally, the man
asked the third one, who had only one finger. She also refused him. She told him that she
would go to the market to buy a ring for her finger. Finally, the man became annoyed and
cancelled his intention of going to the market and stayed at home for himself. When they
returned from where they went at dusk, the man quarreled them and refused to let them

into his house and sent them away.

Tale 27- The Foolish She-monkey

Once up on a time, there lived a monkey who had no wife. He was poor, too.
While he was wondering in search for a female, one day, he came across a she-monkey
who was weeding in her garden alone. Her husband died a year before; she was alone.
Then, the he-monkey approached and asked her, “Why do you suffer that much (weeding
alone) while it is possible to sit and eat without any work?” The she-monkey reacted, *
How and where is it possible to sit and eat without working?” The monkey told her that
he had lots of property that is suffice not only for her but also for others. In reality, he
even had nothing to eat for himself. He persuaded her to accompany him to his home
through the forest. She was convinced and followed him. He mated her in the forest and
told her to stay there for some days. She agreed but asked him to give her something to

be eaten as she was too hungry. Being on the tree, he showed her a certain rich man’s
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compound and told her that it belonged to him. He, then, told her to go and take some
food and bring some for him. Thinking that it was true, she went to the compound Lo eat
some food.

There, the owners caught her and beat seriously. She cried and called to him why he
would keep quiet while they were beating her. He said, * Sorry, madam, I can not help

you.” Finally, he ran away and escaped, leaving her in the hands of the enemy.

Tale 28- The Cruel Wife

Once up on time, there lived a husband and a wife who used to quarrel every time.
One day, they accused each other of being cruel and brought the case to a local chief. The
wife told the chief that her husband beat her and the children cruelly all the time and
sometimes boast that he was not afraid of anyone in the village. The husband, on his pait,
told the chief that she was the harshest, stupidest and cruelest of all the women. He added
that she nags him day and night and sometimes seizes a knife to kill him. The chief
listened to the couples and asked them to come to him for advice turn by turn. He wanted
to check who is right and devised a means of checking it. First he told the husband to cut
off his wife’s neck and bring to him so that he would give him his daughter and a certain
plot of land. He also promised the wife that he would marry her and make his own if she
cuts off her husband’s neck and bring the head to him. The husband thought over it and
refused to do so and kept quiet. The wife, however, one day, gave him a poison with a
local drink. The husband drank it and died soon. Then she cut off his neck and brought
the head to the chief. As soon as he saw the head of the man, the chief shocked and
became very sympathetic to the man. Soon, he ordered his guards to whip her 40 times

and take her out of his sight.
Tale 29 — The Thief old Lady

Once up on a time, an old lady stole onions from the garden of her neighbors to
make ‘ittoo’ with it. The owners thought that their onions were stolen by somebody
around and began to search the thief. But they do not know who really stole their onions.
They called their neighbors together and began to sniff everybody to identify the thief by

smell. Having sniffed all, they reached near the old lady, who stole the onions. As soon as
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they approached her, the lady said, “Stop; I am not young to be sniffed; I was sniffed
once when I was young. I will never be sniffed twice.” Finally the victims left her

without sniffing and that was the way she saved herself.

Tale 30- The Girl and Her Mother’s Lover

Once upon a time, the woman was weeding in the garden, while her daughter was
preparing food inside the house. Meanwhile, the lover of the mother came and entered the
house. He asked the girl, *“ Where is your mother?” She told him that she was weeding in
the garden. Then the man requested her to call for him. The girl called her mother and
told that her secret man had arrived. The mother became happy and told her to go to the
river and fetch some water so that she would be free. The girl, however, told the man to
accompany her to the river and wait for her there. The man did as he was told. When they
reached near the river, the girl told the man that her mother was waiting for another lover.
The man became very angry and wanted to go back immediately and see the reality. Soon
the girl embraced the man and kissed him once. Then, the man took her to the nearby
forest and slept with her. After she returned from the river, the girl told her mother that
the man hated her. She said, “The man told me that he came to inform you that he did not

need you.” Finally, the mother became angry and said, “Who begged him to come first?”

Tale 31- The Selfish Wife and Her Silly Husband

Long ago there lived, a silly farmer who married a clever wife. Having observed
her husband’s stupidity, the wife cheated him several times. She used to prepare food and
eat alone most of the time. One day she prepared ‘shiro’ and gave him to eat while she
melted some butter to eat with for herself later. She used to cheat him that she preferred
to eat with clear water than with ‘shiro’. She repeatedly cheated the man by saying, I do
not like to eat with ‘shiro’ but with clear water ”. One day her husband went to visit a
friend and told him that his wife did not like to eat with ‘shiro’ except clear water.” Then
his friend asked him, * Have you checked whether it is truly water or not?” “Of course
not,” the silly man responded. “Listen, my friend, your wife is deceiving you!” After all,
when she will tell you, “I dine with this water”, you do also say, “I too will dine like you

with this water, and eat what she eats,” his friend advised. That day, he came back home

111



thinking: “very well, my friend has given me a good advice!” His wife, believing it was
like the other days, melted some butter for herself and served the “shiro” to her husband.
She said: T will eat my bread with this water” and she started to eat. He too said: [ will
also eat with you.” “How would I ever eat this ‘shiro” while you eat water all the time?”
he added and began to eat with her. He dipped his bread in the dish and realized that it
was butter indeed, as his friend told him. Soon he caught his wife and began to beat her
with a whip. When her whole body was bleeding, he left and let her go. After that day

onwards, he told her to leave his home and go to her parents.

Tale 32- The Step Mother and Children

Once upon a time, there lived a husband and a wife who had two children. One
day, the wife became sick and died unexpectedly. After some times, the husband married
another wife and brought to his home. He did not tell her that he had two children from
the former wife. The new wife arrived at home and saw the children. She asked him, *
Whose children are they?”” The man responded, “ They are mine.” Then, she told him that
she would not live with him unless he threw them out. The next day, she went to the river
to fetch some water, warning the man, “I do not want to see these children when I come
back from the river.” The man nodded his head and said, “That is all right; I shall throw
them out.” But he did not really want to miss his children. He devised a mechanism in
which he would keep the children at home for some days. Soon, he put the children in the
granary and ordered them not to speak any word for some days. He promised that he
would provide them meal in the granary as necessary. When she returned from the river,
he wanted to fool her and said, “Some minutes before your arrival, the god of my father
told me that he is living in the granary.” “He warned me to give him food three times a
day: on breakfast, lunch and dinner,” he added. The man warned his wife not look in the
granary for some five days. “ “Very well,” said the wife and began to throw some food in
the granary three times per day. One day, a certain woman came at the new wife’s home
to get her hair made. While they were gossiping, the stepmother said, “My husband has
taken his children away from me and I have no one to take care of.” “But he told me to
provide his father’s god, who lives in the granary, with some food three times a day,” she

added. The woman with whom she was talking told her that her husband was fooling her.



She told her that he was making her feed his children in the granary; and advised her to
check whether it was true or false. As she was advised, the stepmother immediately went
to the granary and discovered the children inside. Soon she boiled water and spilled in the

granary and killed the two children there.

Tale 33- The Woman and A Dead Tiger

Once up on a time, there lived a woman whose house was near a king’s palace.
One day, while she was returning from the market, she saw a dead tiger lying on the road.
She did not realize that the tiger was dead. She threw a stone at the dead tiger and hit 1l
Since it was dead, the tiger did not respond. She collected some stones from the ground
and struck it several times. Later, she thought that she killed it and came close to the tiger
and took it in her hands. “I shall give it to the king”, she said. She skinned it and brought
the hide to the king; “I have killed a tiger alive and I have brought the hide to you,” she
said. The king gave her clothes, sheep and oxen in return. A week later, she came across
another tiger, alive now, lying on the road. She said to herself, I shall kill this one again
and take the hide to the king as before.” She collected some stones and began to throw at

the tiger. Meanwhile, the tiger became angry at the lady, sprang up and devoured her.
Tale 34-Akkoo Maanooyyee

Long ago there lived a queen named Akkoo Maanooyyee. It was said that she had
unlimited power and highly dictatorial. During her reign, people had suffered a lot, as she
used to order them to do everything including the impossible ones. She used to enjoy
challenging people, and as a result, people became restless under her dictatorial reign.
Even though the elders advised not to behave unusually, she neglected their idea and
continued her deeds. Later, the elders began to advise the people not to accept her orders.
As a result, she hated the elders and wanted to exterminate them all who try to divert her
work scheme. One day, she ordered the people to collect together and kill all the elders in
her territory. The people agreed and killed the elders in the country. However, one of the
elders begged them not to kill him so that he would be a medicine for them in times of
difficulties. The people agreed and kept him secretly without telling Akkoo Maanooyyee.
After a while, Akkoo Maanooyyee ordered the people to cover the land in her territory

with blue color. Then the people went to the remaining elder and asked what to do. The
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man advised them to burn all the vegetation on the ground at night and show her in the
morning. The people did burn the vegetation and showed her in the morning. “Who told
you to do so?” the queen asked them. “We did it ourselves,” the people said. Then the
queen ordered them to build a house for her, suspending on the on the air. Having been
confused, the people again went to the old man to seek for advice. Then, the elder told
them to collect all the materials for making a house and make it ready. “After that, call
her and ask to lay a foundation for her house, as it is the owner who first lays a base for
his/her house,” he said. The people did as the old man advised them. As she realized that
it is impossible to make a house on the air, she told them to leave and go back to their
homes. The next day, she summoned the people and ordered them to search and bring her
a horse that flies in the sky like a bird. The people asked her, “From where can we get
this flying horse, our queen?” “Explore the entire world and bring to me; I cannot tell
you where such a horse is found,” she responded. Then, the people thought over it and
went to the old man for advice again. The old man advised them to go to the dessert,
catch a zebra and bring to her. “After that, you put the queen on the back of the zebra, tie
her down and leave; soon the zebra will run away and take her to the dessert,” he said.
The people did as they were told. Meanwhile, the zebra became nervous, ran away

through the dessert and killed the queen.
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