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TABLE 9 

Average number of book s read by the respondents in 4 years 

in sec.ondary. school. & in .one. yea r . now • . . 

Item 19 T{e."I . :1..0 .. 

SecondaTY school. 'No . .of Respondents A.A. U •. .0 . . of Responde 

1 - 5 books 14 11. 7% . 1-3 books 51 38.6% 

6 - 10 books 18 15.1% ' 4-6 books 38 28.7% 

11 - 15 books 12 10.0% 7-9 books 20 15. 1% 

16 - 20 " 18 15.1% more than 10 

books 23 17.4% 

mOTe. than 20 b.ooks . 5.7. .47 • .8.%. 

A comparisjQn between the responses to the two items in 

table 9 shows a continuity in the reading habit of the respondents. 

However, no encouraging differences are observable. For example 

26.8% (11.7% + 15.1%) of them read ten or less than ten books 

in the four years they stayed in high school. That is, they 

read less than 3 books in one year. Similarly, 38.6% of t he 

respondents said they read 3 or less than 3 books i n one year 

in A.A.U. 

In a follow-up interview, the students confirmed that they 

read on average more books in one year in secondary school than 

they do in one year in the university. In contrast, they 

said they read more newspapers and magazines now than they 

did in their high school days. This is probably the result of 

opportunity. 

I 
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4.6 READING RESOURCE 

The respondents were asked if AAU libraries provide them 

with various leisure readlng materials they liKe to read. 

To the question (ltem 30) nearly half (49%) of them replied 

that the libraries do not provide them with the kinds of read-

ing materials they select to read for pleasure. Replies 

obtained from the librarians to the question (N~ 13) and 

interviews also show that the libraries do not fully meet the 

leisure reading demands of the students. More significant than 

the shortage of leisure reading materials in the library is the 

access rule used in the libraries. All the libraries in AAU 

use the closed stack system. 

The closed stack system gives the students no opportunity 

for getting closer and browsing among books. As students go 

closer to books they get attracted by the colour of the book, 

cover pictures and commentaries on cover pages. Unfortunately, 

AAU students have missed this and this, in turn, has paralysed 

the development of their interest in reading books for pleasure. 

When asked in an interview why they don't use the open 

stack system and keep their shelves open to students, the 

librarians replied that the closed stack system guarantees 

the security of books. In their o?inion, the catalogue system 

is available to the students to compensate for the closed stack 
to 

system. However, the students' skill/use the catalogue system 

is open to question. 
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4.7 SEX AND READING INTERESTS. 

Analysis of the respondents replies to the questions did 

not imply any sex~related differences in the reading preferences 

of the subjects of the study. 

Analysis of the librarians and instructors replies also 

did not suggest any observable differences between the reading 

interests of male and female respondents. This may be due to 

the fact that the most obvious subjects .which would show a , 
sex difference are not obtainable. For ex'kmple, sports magazines, 

women's own' type magazines, magazines on hobbies, etc. are not 

available to the subjects of the study. 

In a questionnaire, the librarians in the periodicals 

section were provided with a list of 'popular journals' and 

newspapers available in the section and were required to 

identify those read only by boys; those read only by girls; 

those read by boys and girls and those not demanded by either 

sexes. The journals and the newspapers in the list are in 

closed stack and issued only for spot reading against the 

students' identification cards. Table ~ indicates the re~ 

suIts. 
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TABLE 10 

No Name of the j ouma1/newspape, 

1: Addis Zemen (Sunday edition) 

2: Africa Confidential 

3 Africa Report 

4 · Ebony 

5 · The Ethiopian Herald 

6 National Geographic 

. 7: Newsweek 

· 8 Reader's Digest 

: g . Selamta (English magazine) 

10 : Tseday (Amharic magazine) 

11 · Yezareitu Ethiopia 

12 Time 

Read by 
boys onh 

Read by 
girls only 

v 

Read by Not demancb 
boys&girls by either 

sexes 

v 

v 

v 
V 

Sex related difference ln reading is negligible from the 

table. 

Instructors were also asked in a questionnaire if they 

had observed any sex-related reading preferences among their 

students. Of the 19 instructors asked, 13 of them sa id they 

had not observed any sex related reading preference, 3 of them 

said they have observed slight differences and 3 instructors 

were non- respondents. Those who said they had observed differe-

nc es reported that girls prefer novels, especially modern 

thrillers and sensational love stories while boys are inclined 

to reading serious stories, social, economic and political 

problems. Interviews made with boys and girls, however, did 

not show any sign of 'differences in their reading interests. 
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This may at least in part be due to the lack of variety 

of reading materials. Western materials aimed at a particular 

s ex or interest group such as women's own' or 'Just 17' or 

magazines on football are not available . 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5.1 CONCLUSION 

The study has attempted to survey the leisure reading in~ 

terests of AAU students. Instructors, librarians and personal 

observations were used as additional sources of data for fur­

ther verification of the replies obtained from the students. 

However, the questionnaire remained the primary means of the 

data collection for the study. Follow-up interviews with students 

and librarians were also used to validate the students replies. 

Investigation of the replies obtained from the main and 

sypplementary sources generally appear to suggest that most 

of the respondents have little concept of reading for pleasure. 

That is, they have the desire to read in English to improve 

their language rather than to entertain themselves. Thus, 

their leisure reading seems to have a utilitarian purpose. 

~Ioreover, further investigation of the result of the study 

indicates that: 

1. As stated in the purposes, this study aimed at seeing 

if AAU students are engaged in reading materials out~ 

side their academic reading requirements in thei r 

lei s ure time. In this r egard, the findings of the 

study indicated that most of the respondents read 

materials not directly related to their courses in 

in their leisure time, especially when opportunities 

for other competing leisure time activities are not 
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open to them. However, this spo radic reading habit 

has not yet crystallized into definite reading habits 

and interests (See table 4 ). 

2. The other purpose of this study is to identify the 

kinds of reading mat er ials that AAU students select 

to read in their leisure time. In this connection, 

the result of this study indicated that novel, maga~ 

zine , short story, newspaper and biography are all 

reading materials the respondents are inclined to 

read (see table 6 ) . However, magazines and 

newspapers appear to be their most frequent reading 

favourites largely because of length of the articles. 

3. Most of the respondents have not had the opportunity 

to develop specific reading interests due to lack of 

variety of reading materials. Nonetheless, there is 

some cause for optimism. Most respondents claim to 

read, though not a lot, they would appear to want to 

read if the opportunity is given. So hopefully, their 

leisure reading habit can improve and they will develop 

specific reading interests if various leisure reading 

materials become available to them. 

4. There is hardly any significant difference between 

the respondents' leisure reading interests that can be 

traced to sex, field of study or level of education. 

This appears largely due to lack of variety in the 

reading materials they managed to read. 
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s. Contrary to expectations, the result of thts study 

has indicated no significant corre lations between 

the respond ents' background data (e.g. school, economic, 

place of birth, etc.) and their reading interests. 

Further reserach is needed to investigate possible 

correlations. 

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS .. 

The fo llowing recommendations are made in light of the 

findings of the present study. 

1. Te achers at different l evels of education have a 

direct influence on the s tudents readi ng interests. 

Students who have add itional backup at home s tart 

to read for pleasure as early as the elementary s chool. 

In Ethiopia, the situation is different. Apart 

from schools, students have little opportunity to 

start to r ead for pleasure in their free time. 

Thus, secondary schools are the starting place for 

motivating students to read Engli s h books for 

pleasure. To this end, te achers, second a ry school 

t eachers in particular, 
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should see that teaching the 

one side of their task. The other side is making a 

lifelong provision for the development of the students' 

interests in leisure reading. Thus: 

1.1 Secondary school teachers should give motivations 

by: explaining the benefits of leisure reading 

to the student; reading to students biographies 

of famous authors; opening reading corners in the 

classroom; developing reading schemes and 

1.2 They should monitor the students leisure reading 

by: demanding oral or written book reports on some 

chapters; assigning roles to students to act the 

roles of prominent characters in fictions; giving 

incentives upon compliting a story and developing 

regular feedback sessions. 

Secondary school English syllabus designers should 

incorporate chapters that encourage extra reading into 

ENE at different grades. That is, short extracts can 

be taken from fiction and the students can be required 

to read all the fiction and report to the class. The 

extracts taken from Mine. Boy by Peter Abrahams and 

Mother by Gorky (ENE: grade 12) are good examples. 

3. Secondary school libraries should introduce simplified 

series and graded readers. Libraries in collaboration 

with English teachers should develop regular programs 

in which the students make group visits to the shelves 

in the stack if the stacks are not in a position to 

keep their shelves open to students . 
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4. In their co-curricular activities, secondary schools 

have developed various clubs including literary and 

library clubs. These clubs should be used as link 

between the students, libraries and reading tradition. 

S. Secondary school programs have at least one ' library' 

period per week for each section and grade. Libraries 

should provide opportunities for students to brQwse 

among books during this period. Browsing among books 

has a persuasive power to tempt even reluctant readers. 

6. Secondary school students are paying a rent for using 

text books: The school administration should allocate 

enough money from the rent to buy relevant leisure 
in 

reading materials in English and/any other local lite-

rary language. In this regard, libraries should con-

tinually introduce their new requisitions to the 

students. 

7. At university level, service courses should encourage 

the students to develop external reading habit. That 

is, Freshman and Sophomore courses should be restruc-

tured to include extensive reading programs. For ex-

ample, extracts can be taken from fictions and used 

to teach reading, listening and writing skills by 

making proper adaptations if required. Extended 

questions that force the students to read the rest 

of the book can be developed. This may arouse their 

apparently latent curiosity for leisure reading. 
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8. AAU libraries should change library access rules and 

keep their shelves open to students. 

9. The University should introduce (both in kinds and 

in quantity) more copies of novels, magazines, short 

stories, newspapers and biographies to the students. 

Tnese are the kinds of the reading materials that the 

present respondents are inclined to select in their 

leisure time. 

10. Obviously, there are not many public libraries in the 

country. The few that are available are found only 

in Addis Ababa and a few other towns. There are, 

however, plenty of 'reading rooms' that were once 

opened at 'Kebele' level to foster the ideological 

consciousness of the people. Most of these reading 

rooms are not functional now. City councils and urban 

associations at different levels should change the 

rooms into public libraries. 

11. Book shops should not only expand their branches but 

also they should introduce the reading materials they 

have to the public through displays and exhibitions. 

12. The now missing link between the oral tradition at 

home and the 'literary tradition' at school s hould 

be bridged by producing simple stories, children's 

literature, etc. in local languages for younger 

children. (The new syllabus being designed in different 

local l anguages for elementary schools will be of help.) 



13. A closer 
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-

- S4 -

study of the topics 

to read for pleasure 

· . -."- , .... "" , . " . . ~ . _ .. _- ~.-' - " 

that would motivate 

should be conducted 

For example, the study designed by Abdu 

on intensive reading that will motivate the 

to read seems a good start in the area. 
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Appendix A 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION OF THE SAMPLE 

TABLE 1 1 

Pl ace .of Bi rth & Sex 

·Pl ace .of Bi r th N.o .of Resp.ondent s Sex N.o .of Resp.ondent s , . . . 

Addis Ababa 38 20. 6% M 145 78 . 3% 

Urban 74 40 .2% F 40 21. 6% 

Rural . . .72 . 3.9.1% . .... I:, 

TABLE12 

fge. an. .1rst . A d F' L angu.age. . ... 

Age N.o .of Resp.ondents Firs t Language . N.o - .of Resp.ondents 
. . . . . .. 

17 ~ 19 28 15.3% Amharic ll6 65.1% 

. 20 - 22 . llO 60.4% Or.om.o 39 21.9% 

: 23 - 25 20 10.9% Tigrigna 15 8.4% 

: 26. & ab.ov. . . .24. . . 13 .• 1 .%. .. Oth.ers. 8. .. . . .4 .• .4 ,% . 

TABLE 13 

Sec.ondary Sch.o.ol At tended 

Sch.o.o1. Type N.o. .of. Resp . .ond.en.ts . 

G.overnment 148 81. 3% 

N.on.~g.ove .rnm.ent . 34. 18 .• 6% . 
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Appendix A. (cont . ) 

TABLE'I14 

1 £ Ed .0 ucat .on . " . 

. '. . ~ , '. . _ . .... . . "~'-~--"'-

.' 

L.ev.el. of. Educat.i.on. . l'ather. M.o.ther. 

No formal education 95 52.4% . 124 67% 

Elementary Sch. complete 40 21.9% · 32 17.2% 

Secondary Sch. complete 22 12.0% ' 15 8.1% : 

College educa.t.ion. 24. 13 .• 1.% . . 14. .7 .• . 5.%. 

TABLE 15 

Parents Occupation and Income . , ' . ' . . 

No. of Res-
Occujlat.ion , Fa.th.er. •. M.o.th.er ..• n.c.ome . .in Eth .• B.ir . p.ond.ents 

G.ov't employee 44 24.8% 23 13.7% Less than 250 . 71 42.2% 

Non-gov't emplo'; 

·yee 26 14.6% 26 15.5% 251-500 43 25. 5 % 

Self-employed 107 60.4% . 118 70.6% 501-750 24 14.2% 

751-1000 16 9.5% 

, . . . . . . , . . . . .. . A.hov.e. 1.0.00. . 14. .8.3.% 

I 
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Appendix B. 

Questionnaire. Covering Letter 

Dear _:..' .;.' .;.' .,;.' ..;, . ....: • ....:.:....:..... .;....:...:... .:.. . .:., . .,;.' .,;. . ..;, . ....:....,c.;, . 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to gather data for 

a study leading to an MA degree in TEFL - Teaching English as a 

Foreign Language. 

This study which surveys the leisure reading interes ts 

of AAU students aims at examining whether or not AAU students 

are engaged in reading other than their academic reading re­

quirements and, if they ~ye, to identify the kinds of r ead ing 

materials that are of their interests. 

The researcher hopes that the result of this study will 

enable the university to make necessary provisions for various 

leisure time reading demands of AAU students. 

The information you provide through this questionnaire 

will remain confidential throughout and will only be used for 

this purely academ ic purpose. Therefore, please be honest and 

feel free to provide genuine information. 

Your contribution to the success of this study is highly 

appreciated. 

Thank you!! 

Sincerely yours, 

Tamene Kitila 

School of Graduate Studies 

Addis Ababa University 
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Appendix B. (Questiannaire far Students) · 

Se.ctian. 1 .. 

P1.eas .e. put .a. .tick .(v) . in . . th.e. bax. (N~s. 1-2). 

1. Place .of birth: 1 .... 2 3 . .. 

Addis. Ababa U.rban. RUT.al .. . 

2. Sex: 

1 . 2 

M. . F 

Please fill in the fallawing (N~s. 3-6) 

3. First language: 

4. Age: 

s. Department 

6. Year 

P1.eas.e. p.ut. a . .tick .(. v.) . in . . th.e. bax. (N~s. 7 - 8.3) 

7. Type .of schaa l attended: 

1 2 

Schaal Gavernment Missian 

Elementary 

Juniar 

Seniar Sec. 

8. Yaur parents: 

8.1 Level .of Educatian 

.. 

3 

Public 

Na fannal Elementary Secondary Callege .educatian. 

educatian sch. campletE sch.cample diplama 1st 2nd 

. . . . . . . . . .. te . .. . halder . degree degree . 

Father . .... . . . . . 

Mather . . . . . . 

I 

3m 

. degree 
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8.2 Occupation 

1. . . ..... 2 3 

: Government 

emjJl.o y.e.e. 

, 
NOl1- govt : If self-empl.oyed , ple·ase specify 

.. empl.oy.e:e. : typ.e .. of . . occupation. e .•. K." , farm.er., . etc .• . , 

father . . 

MDther .. 

8.3 Monthly incDme .of YDur parents in EthiDpian Birr 

. . . . 1. . . . . . 2 . 3 .. . . , ..... 4 ...... . . 5 . ...... . 

Less than 250-500 Birr · 501-750· Birr : ,51-1000 Birr · above 1000 Birr 

Z50 .Birr .; . 

SectiDn . 2 .. 

Please . put a . tick . (.>") . in . the . bDX . (N£s. 9-14) 

9. Do YDU have l eisure time, i.e., time YDU are free from academic wDrk? 

1.. .. 2. 

Yes . .No . 

10. I f yes (ND. 9), how much f r ee time dD YDU have every day? 

1 . . . . . 2 .. . 3 . . ...... . 

Less than 

. . 1 h.oUr. . . 2,.4.h.ours . . 5. hDurs .and .abDve . 

11. Do YDU read fDr entertainment, materials n.ot directly related tD your 

academic wDrk, during YDur free time? 

12. If yes (ND. 11), what kinds .of materials dD YDU read? 

If YDur respDnse is more than .one, please indicate them. 

1 2 . . '. 3 4 . . ' .. . 5 6 7 

BoDks .only : Magazines 1;Iewspapers 1&2 1&3 2&3 1,2 & 3 

. . .. . only . . .only . . , .. .. 
• 

. . 

. I . . 



1 

2 

3 

4 

me'MrC'b .. . ....:::;. 
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13. \~1at is the purpose of your leisure readi11g? If your response is more 

than one, please indicate them • 

1. ........ .. 2 .. 3 . . . . . . . 4 . . . .. 5 ... . . 6 . ... 

Enj o)ll1lent . Language ' Information 

only only 

7 .. 

. IF other glease 

:specifY below :improvement 
... only: ... : 1&2. . 1&3 2&3 . . 1,2&3 . · c ..... . 

.. J ..... . . 

14. Match the purposes of leisure readi11g stated below with the materials 

you read in your free time. Put a tick (vr) in the column to show why 

you read the material. If you have more than one reason please i11dicate 

all of them. 

. Purposes . of . Leisure . ReadinJ , 

Reading Enterta:iA~ . Need fo~ I Need for If other, kindly 

nateria1s ment Lnformatlon: language : specify below 
_ improvement . 

-:Books . " .. -
:Magazines . . . -
Newspapers . .. .. -

:Other 

publications . '. . . . " .. 

15. Please show your first five reading preferences from the followi11g list 

of reading materials. Write 1 if the readi11g material is your first 

choice; 2 if it is your second choice, etc., in the box provided against 

each item • 

1 . . Novel 

2 Short story 

3 Magazines 

4 Biography/Autobiography 

5 Newspapers 

6 Science fiction 

7 Technical/professional books 

8 Religion 
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16. Please specify below other leisure reading materials of your interests 

that are not listed above. 

1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

. . . . . . . . . 
. . .. . . ... . , , . 

17. Please write five titles of books (Amharic or English books) you have 

read for entertainment or write the names of five authors (Ethiopians 

or non-Ethiopians) whose books you have read for entertainment in the 

last 4-6 years • . 

Title or author of English · • Title or author of Amharic 

. . • books I have read in my books I have read in my leisure time • 

• • leisure . time .. 

1.. 
Z •• 

3 •• 

4. 

S. 

18. At what level of your education did you start leisure reading? 

(please put a tick (v) in the box (N~s. l8~2l). 

1 . ......... . .. . . . 2. . ... . . 

Senior Secondary Addis Ababa 

. . School . . . ...... . . . .. . University ... 

19. If you started reading for entertainment at Senior Secondary School, 

kindly indicate how many books, on average, you used to read in each 

grade? 

Grade . ..... ' . Time of Reading . 

Kremt First Second 

. . . semester . . ... semester . 

. . . 9 . 

. 10 . 

. 11 .. 

12 . . .. " I. 



-

20. On average, how many books that are not directly related 

to your academic lesson, do yo u read in a year now? 

No •. of. Books. Tim.e.of. Read.ing. : 

Kremt Seme5ter : Semester · 

.on.e.· ... . . . two . . 
. ...• I .... . ... . 

21. Has your Senior Secondary School reading interest influenced 

your choice of the field of study at AAU 

1 . . ' 2. ' .. 

• : 1 Yes I ~ol ' : 
22. If yea (No. 21), what materials do you choose to read now? 

Please specify below. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

23. Do you use any criteria to select your leisure reading 

material? Please put a tick ( v) in the box (N£s •• 23-30) • 

24. 

25. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

. 1. 2. 

l~yes:j~. : No . • 1 

If language is one of the criteria you use to select leisure 

reading materials, which language do you normally choose? 

I ~"c .1 !ngU'h .1. 
If Amharic (No. 24), Why? Because 

_-'-"---'-'--"'I . The language is more familiar to me 
The culture is more familiar to me 

. Amharic wri tt en materials are easily avai1able 
~-"-'--'-'-"I 

---'---''"-'-''I . All 
If others, please st ate your reasons 



26. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

'. . . .. , .. . ' ~ .. 
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If English (No. 24), Why? Because ....... 

English written materials are more interesting 

I want to improve my English language. taining 

1-'~-1' English written materials are easily available 

1--'-"4' All 
~~~ If others, please state your reasons 

27. Do you participate in any l eis ure time activities outside 

reading? 

1, " , 2, 

I ' Yes :I :' No, 

28. If yes (No. 27), in which of the following activities do 

I 

yo u participate? (If you participate in more than ' one acti w 

vit1 please indicate all the activities you take part in) 

. 1 " 2.3 4 , . 5 6 7, , , 

Spor,t ,: Music.: Cin,ema, : Th,eatr,e:, Tv, Watching , All , ' If, a,thers, sp,ecif.y 

29. On average, how much of your leisure time do you spend 

reading in contrast to the other leisure time activities? 

1 ,,2, ,.3 4 5, , , 

L,ess , than 1 : , .1 " , Less, than .L . ' .L . Mor.e . . than. 1 

30. Do AAU libraries provide you with lei sure time reading 

materials of interest? 

1, ' , 2, 

I , I. I 
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Appendix C 

Questiannaire. far the Librar.ians. 

1.0 Backgraund Infarmatian 

1.1 Servlce year 

1.~ Pasitlan ln tne 11brary 

2.0 Infarmatian an the. Students Reading Interests 

Directians: Please put. acheck mark (Y) in the. space 

provided. If you have mar.e than .one. answer, 

indicate. all . .of them. 

2.1 In yaur apinian, what is the number .of the s tudents 

wha visit the library far lei s ure reading purpases 

'every day? 

Ii very large 

Ii large 

.0/ small 

I . 7 very small 

2.2 Which students .often came far lei sure reading? 

T7 2nd year .only 

Ii 3rd year .only 

Ii 4th year .only 

T7 2nd , 3rd and 4th year 

Ii I da nat knaw 

2.3 If yau want ta give reasans far yaur answer ta 2. 2 , 

please use this space. 

2.4 Fram which department(s) da mast students came ta 

read far pleasure in their free time? 

Please specify the departments 
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2.5 If you want to give a reason for yo ur answer to 

question 2.~, Pl ease write it here 

2.6 What time of the year do most students come to the 

libra ry for lei s ure reading? 

/ . / • at the beginning of the year 

/i · in the middle of the year 

// at the end of the year 

/ / at any time in the yea r 

/ / I have not noticed it yet 

2.7 Which of the following reading materials are fr equently 

demanded by the students? 

/ I Novel / . / religion 

. ,. 

/ I · short story 

/ / bi ography 

/ . I · technical/professional 

/ . / . Scienc e fiction 

J.8 In which language do most stud ents choose to read? 

/ . 7 Amharic 

/i Englis h 

/ . 7 Amharic and English 

2.9 Which stud ents (boys or girls) use the library more for 

l eisure reading. ? 

/i boys 

/ . / gi rls 

2.10 Have you observed any sex" rel a t ed reading preference? 

/i Yes 

/ I No 

2.11 If yes (N!2.Z;/D) , the difference is in the 

/i language they choose to read 

/i theme they choos e to read 

/ I lang. & theme 

/ / If others, specify. 
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2.12 If you want to explain the reason for your answer 

(question 2.11), please state it here. 

2.1-3 In your opinion, to what extent does the library 

meet the leisure reading demands of the students? 

/ . / fully 

/ . I partly 

'. 2.14 If partly (N~ • . 2.13:' , why? Because 

/ / there is a shortage of reading materials 

/ . / . there is a shortage of staff 

/ . / ' there is a shortage of reading places 

/ /, If others, specify 

2.15 Why does the library use closed-stack system? 

Because of 

/ / shortage of staff 

/ / security of books 

/--y If others, specify ____ ~~~~ __ _ 

2.16 In your opinion, does the closed stack system in­

crease the students' leasure reading interests? 

/ 1. Yes 

/ / No 

2.17 Please write five Amharic fictions or authors highly 

demanded by the students 

Fictions. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Authors 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

2.18 Please cate~orize the following journals/newspapers 

under the headings by putting (v) against the journal 

under each heading. 
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. . . . . . . . . .... 

Name of the journal Read by boys · Read by Read by boys Not demanded 

: . . . only, . 
· . 

[lirls only anci,girls . by . either sexes . .. . 

. .. 

1. Africa Confidential .. 
2. Africa Report 

3. Addis Zemen (Suhday 

edition) 

4. Ebony 

S. Time 

6. Reader ' s Digest . . 
7. National Geography 

8. The Ethiopian Heral( · . . 

9. Selamta (English · . . 
I · . 

journal) · . · . 
10. Tseday (Amharic · . . 

· . 

journal) · . · . . 
11. Yezareitu ( 

· .. 

I 
· . . 

· . 
(Amharic Weekly) 

12. . Newsweek . . .. . . . . . . . . . 
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AppendixD . 

Please fill in the. blanks. 

1. How long have you taught at AAU? 

2. Name of the co urse(s) you teach 

3. Level (year) of students taking your course(s) 

Pl.eas e. put . . a .tick.( ) in .th.e. box 

4. Do rhe courses you teach encourage your students' to read 

for their interests? 

5. If yes (No.4), what ~re th~ studenis reactions to reading 

materials not directly related to their course in their leisure 

time? 

1. 2. I Pos Hive I N.egative I 
6. If positive (No.5), do they select according to language, 

Amharic or English? 

1. . . 2. 

. Yes J No. I . 
7. If yes (No.6), in which langua~e do you think they prefer 

to read? 

I" 1. 
[ Amharic I English]: 

2. 

8. If Amharic N (No.7), Why? Please state your reasons. 
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Appendix D (Cont.) 

9. If you think your students do not r ead any materials not 

directly related to their course in their leisure time. 

What do you think are the reasons? (kindl~ state them 

below). 

10. Have you observed 

free time reading 

. 1 

[ Yes . 

11. If Yes (No. 10) , 

any sex-based differences in your students 

interests? 

.. 2 ... 

. 1 No . \ . 

please state the differences. 

12. Do your students come to you for information, suggestions 2 

or recommendations on materials (other than their academic 
ones) they should read in their leisure time? 

1 . . . 2 .. 

I 
Yes I No. I 

13. What measures should be taken to improve AAU students 

leisure time teading habits? 
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Appendix. E . . 

STRUCTURE. OF. FOLLOW. UP. INTERVlEW. WlTH. STUDENTS 

1. At what level of your education did you start leisure 

reading? 

How much did you read then? 

How much do you read now? 

2. What kinds of reading materials do you read? 

Which do you spend most time reading? 

3. What kinds of fictions do you choose to r ead? 

Can you remember any titl es or authors (Amharic or Engli sh) 

you have read recently? 

4. In which la~guage do you choose to read for pleasure? 

Why do you choose to read in __ ~~ .. language? 

How often do you actually read in the language? 

What materials do you like to read in the l anguage? 

5. How much of your leisure time do you spend on reading? 

Do you really spend more time reading than any other 

pleasure activities/hobbies? 
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Appendix. F. 

Stxuctux.e . .of. foll.ow-up. Int.enri.ews wi.th. the Libr.at:i .ans . 

1. Da students came ta the library far l eisure reading purpade? 

Haw many students came daily? 

Da they barraw .or read in the library? 

2. What kinds .of reading materials da they .often select? 

3. In which language da mast students chaase ta read? 

4. Which .of them (bays .or girls) came .often far leisure reading? 

Have yau .observed any sex-related reading preferecne? 

What da girls chaase ta read? 

S. Ta which department/sect ian in the library da many students 

came far leisure reading? 

Why da they choose the department? 

6. Is it passible ta knaw the departments fram which most 

students come ta read in their free time? 

Why? 
Haw abaut their year? 

Why? 

7. Daes the library meet the l eisure reading demands of the 

st udents? 

Why? 

8. Why daes the library nat keep its shelves .open ta students? 

.', 

Dan't yau think the clased stack system has reduced the 

students' reading interests? 
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