




































































a. watadara-(fc - si miJi(fe- si - si 

so lders - P L-DEF tunnel- DEF-ACC 3 -make- PlOY, 

Lit. 'The so ldiers made the tunne l. did they make?' 

'The soldiers made the tunnel , didn ' t they?' 

b .. watadara-cfc - si miJige - si - si 

i - d'O(f - m 

3- make - PFY - Q 

- m 

so lders - PL -DEF tun ne l- DEF- ACC 3 - make - PFY - Q 

' Did the so ldiers make a tunnel? ' 

It is obvious that (23a) and (23b) have similar meaning but (23a) tag declarati ve comes 

from the first propos ition of the speaker wh ich is desired a confirmation. Where as the 

ordinary interrogative (23b) has the full range of uses, including a complete ly non­

conducive use, however, the tagged declarati ve is conduci ve which affirmati ve answer is 

expected. 

24. 

a. d'armo - si sad'ango - si - si - J I -

li on - OEF meat - OEF- ACC 3 - eat - PFY 

'The lion has eaten the meat. ' 

b. d'armo - si 5agango- si - si ji i, - ji - i - m 

li on - OEF meat - OEF- ACC 3 - eat - PFY, 3 - eat- PFY - Q 

Lit. 'The lion has eaten the meat, has it eaten?' 

'The lion has eaten the meat , hasn' t it?' 

Tags are a lways conducive. Similar to ordinary interrogati ves, they may poss ibly be 

either positively conduci ve (expecting agreement) or negatively conducive (expecting 

di sagreement), but they cannot be neutral. Let's exami ne the fol lowing. 
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xa') -a. isumfe 

they 

xaro- si - 'lila 

air - DEF - on 3. fly - PFV 

'They fl ew in the ai r. ' 

b. isumfc xaro- si- 1ila - xa1- i, Isun(fc je - xa'i - u - III 

isude air - DEF - on 3 - fl y - PFV. they NEG - Il y - PFV - Q 

Lit'They flew on the air, didn ' t they fl y?' 

'They flew on the air, didn ' t they?' 

c. isu nde xaro - si - 1ila .ie- xa 1 - u, 

they air - DEF - on NEG- fl y- PFV, 

Lit. 'They didn ' t fly in the air. did they fl y?' 

' They didn ' t fly in the ai r, did they?' 

Isund'c I - xa 1 - In 

they 3 - fl y - PFV - Q 

As stated in example, (2Sc) is a negative conducive and (25b) is a positive conducive. 

The most commonly identified function of such tag is tag obtain confirmation that is the 

speaker thinks the proposition is true, but wants the hearer to confirm it. However it is not 

crucial for the speaker to be unsure about the truth of the proposition. 

3.3.3.2. Tag Interrogatives on Imperatives 

The occurrence of a negative in the tag of an imperat ive is totally optional. However if 

the imperat ive is affirmative the tag question wi ll be negati ve and if the imperative is 

negative the question will be affirmative. Let's see the following examples. 

26. 

27. 

iskipirto - si a!fi, atu - a!fi - t - a - m 

NEG - take - F - IPFY - Q pen DEF take, 

Lit. 'Take the penl Won ' t you take?' 

'Take the pen! Won ' t you?' 

hantu gabin, 

now catch, 

atu - !fabin - t - a - III 

NEG - catch - F - IPFV - Q 

Lit 'Catch it now! Won' l you catch?' 
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Accordi ng to the data presented in the above, like (29a) . the tag diffe rs in meani ng 

comparing it to the interrogati ves construction (29b) . For the reason that the latte r is 

interroga ti ve which impl ies that the hearer will ag ree. bu t in (29a) without the tag, the 

hearer doesn·t. Consider the following: 

30. 

a. ISO t'irakko mala licsa , iso JC - licsa - m 

he man what ni ce, he NEG - nice - Q 

' What a ni ce man he is!, isn' t he?' 

b. ? iso t ' irakko mala liesa, iso liesa -m 

he man what I1I ce he nice - Q 

' What a nice man he iSI is heT 

The illustrati on in (30 b) is unacceptable. The justifi cation for thi s is, of co urse, that the 

tag on exc lamati on must be negati ve because the first utterance o f exc lamati on is 

positi ve. 

To sum up the chapter, the response o f yes/no interrogatives usua ll y preceded by yes ' ee ' 

or no ' axaj' and also in another case answering the interrogatives by repeati ng the ve rb. 

Constituents re mai n in their previous place which means the subject occurs in subject 

pos ition and the object occurs in object position. Based on the practical explanati on in 

conduc ive in terro gati ves, the yes/no interrogati ves of the response could be mostl y 

ag reed . [n the case o f imperative and exc lamatory, the occurrence of negati ve in the tag is 

obi igatory reversed. 
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Acco rdin g to the data presented in the above, like (29a), the tag dilTe rs in mean ing 

compari ng it to the interrogatives const ructio n (29 b). Fo r the reason th at the latte r is 

inte rrogati ve whi ch implies that the hearer will ag ree, but in (29a) without the tag, the 

hearer doesn·t. Consider the foll owing: 

30. 

1I. iso t'iraklw mala hesa, ISO je - hesa - m 

he man what nice, he NEG - ni ce - Q 

' What a nice man he is! , isn' t he?' 

b. ?iso t'irakko mala hesa, iso hesa -m 

he man what !lice he ni ce - Q 

' What a nice man he is ! is heT 

The illustration in (30 b) is unacceptab le. The justification for thi s is, of course, that the 

tag on exc lamation l11u st be negative because the first utterance of exc lamation is 

positi ve. 

To sum up the chapter, the response of yes/no interrogatives usuall y preceded by yes ' ee ' 

or no 'axaj' and also in another case answering the interrogatives by repeating the verb. 

Constituents remain in their previous place which means the subject occurs in subject 

position and the object occurs in object position. Based on the practical explanation in 

conduc ive interrogatives, the yes/no interrogatives of the response cou ld be mostly 

agreed. In the case of imperative and exclamatory, the occurrence of negati ve in the tag is 

obligatory reversed. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

4. Content Interrogatives 

In the preceding chapter. I have di scussed yes/no interrogatives. In thi s chapter, content 

interrogati ves wi ll be presented in detail. 

4.1. General Description of Content Interrogatives 

In the previous chapter, I dealt with polar interrogatives in whi ch the quest ion ma rk - m 

appears in sentence final - posit ion. However; in the case of content interrogati ves thi s is 

ungrammati ca l. The follo wing wo rds share a host of properties, and they generall y 

correspond in meaning to the Engli sh words they are paired with. I will refer to these 

wo rds as the' Interrogatives pronouns' of Allete . These pronouns are: 

a. (bara~i) When 

b. (mala) Why/how 

c. (mo) What 

d. (hanga) Which 

e. (axa) Where 

f. (mci) how many/much 

g. (jaha) Who 

The following examples are ' simple questions' containing interrogatives words. 

31. 

a. Isunde XISI mo 

they these what 

' What are they? ' 

b. Isende xisi golle 

they these cattl e 

'They are callie. ' 
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32. 

" JJ. 

a. xusa aha 

that who 

' Who is thai')' 

b, ISC d'ctitte 

she Ge ti tte. 

'She is Gelille' 

a. isuncfc axa 

they where 

' Where are they?' 

b. isund'c kifilate ~itatc 

they classroom In 

Lit. 'They are in the class room. ' 

In the above examples, the ital icized words or phrases in the answer are the pa rt of 

information that the in terrogati ves was eliciting. We can get another grammatical 

sentence after we delete the other word or phrase from the answer except the des ired 

information. Let's see the fo llowing examples: 

34. 

a. isuncfc rno 

they what 

' What are they? ' 

b. pappaa 

' tomatoes' 
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35. 

a. xli sa yah a 

that who 

' Who is that? ' 

b. gctittc 

'Getitte' 

36. 

a. isunde axa 

they where 

'Where are they?' 

b. kifilate gitate 

classroom 111 

' In the class room.' 

We can obse rve from the examples that, mo ' what' has relationship with non-animate 

noun phrase, jaha ' who ' animate or human no un phrase . Accordingly, the interrogati ve 

pronouns jaha ' who ' , mo 'what' and axa 'where ' all contain the feature of wh- feature. 

However, jaha 'who' is marked in the lex icon with the feature of [+ Human]; mo ' what' 

is marked with the feature of[- Human] ; axa 'where ' is marked with the feature o f Place. 

In Allete the interrogati ves pronouns jaha 'who', mo 'what', hunya 'which ' and axa 

'where' can be used as indefinite pronouns. 

37. 

a . jaha af - i 

who go- PFY 

' Who went?' 
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38. 

b. jaha-akha 

Who-NEG 

je - aJ - u 

NEG- go- I' I:V 

' No one wen t' 

a. ato 1110 a - ji - a 

YO LI what 2 - eat -IPFV 

. What do you ea t? ' 

b. ano ll1o-akha 

what-NEG 

anu - JI - a 

NEG - eat - IPF V 

' I do not eat nothing' 

The data showed that the combination or interrogat ive pronoun wi th 'akha' which 

reverse to negati ve implication gives an indefinite pronoun. 

4.2. Focus 

In Allete, the foc us particle 'kulaj' is used in polar questions and declarati ves. 

Nevertheless in wh-questions ' ada' is claimed. There are also interrogat ives to be 

considered as foc lls-neutral. For focus-neutral content interrogati ves in (3 9a) , we have a 

foc us-neutral answer in (39 b). And for a foc used content and po lar interrogati ves in 

(40),( 4 I ),(42) and (43) respectively, 

39. 

a. jaha 

who 

aJ - i 

go - PFY. 

' who I.vent?' 

b. l<asa aJ - i 

' kassa go - P FY 

'Kassa went' 
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40. 

41. 

42. 

a. jalla o~·aj - i - a(fa 

who come - PFY- FOC 

·WHO came?' 

b. gcnniso- kulaj i - ogaj - i 

genniso - FOC 3- come - PFV 

, GENNISO came' 

a. aturaae -si a(fa- mo i - ~·ab - t - i 

Cat -OEF FOC-what 3 - catch - F- PFV 

' WHAT did the cat catch?' 

b. aturaae-si tabatago-si-si -kulaj i - ~'ab - t - i 

Cat--OEF rat - OEF- ACC -FOC 3- catch - F- PFY 

'The cat caught the RAT. ' 

a. aaa - mo a - bitam - i 

FOC- what 2 - buy- PFY 

, WHAT did you buy?' 

c. mat'fa-si-kulaj an - bitam - i 

book- OEF- FOC I - buy- PFY 

' I bought the BOOK.' 
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43. 

a. isunde-kulaj bel'e jl - 111 

they- Foe lunch 3 - eat - PFV - Q 

' Did THEY eat lunch?' 

b. isunde- kulaj befe - jl - 1 

they -FOe lunc h 3 - eat - PFV 

' T1-IEY ate lunch. ' 

We can not ice from the above example, all the declarative sentence and polar 

in terrogati ve uses the Focus particle ' kulaj' and the other content questions use 'ael'a' . 

T he decla rati ve sentence can be focused or remain neutral. 

4.3. Wh- Movement 

In Al lele. wh-items in interrogatives remain in situ, as shown in 44. 45 and 46. 

44. 

45 . 

a. jalla af - i 

who go - PFV 

'Who went?' 

b. oIaoo i - af - i 

olada 3 - go - PFV 

'Olada went?' 

a. isuncfc bara!li 

they when 

i - aJ - i 

3 - go - PFV 

. When did they go?' 

b. isuncfc 1and·crag. i - aJ -
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46. 

the)' before yesterday 3 - go - prv 
They wen t before yesterday 

a. isunc\·e axa i - higacf - a 

they where 3 - play - lP FV 

' Where are they playing?' 

b. isuncfc li1akido 

they in the fi eld 3 

hi~·acf a 

play - lPFV 

' They are playing in the fi eld .' 

The above examples illustrated that in Allete, there is no obligato ry wh-phrase movement 

in the deri vation. So, Allete content interrogatives behave not in the same way as clear 

movement rather every constituent of the content interrogati ve remain in place as their 

responses. Therefore. we can say that Allete content interrogati ves involve no movement. 

4.4. Multiple Wh- phrases 

When we exam ine content interrogati ves, a single wh was used in a sentence. Multiple 

wh- fea tures can also be seen in Allete. 

47. 

a. jatta mo las - I 

who what se ll - PFY 

'Who so ld what?' 

b. gclase mat'afa - si I - las - i. 

gelase book - OEF 3 - sell - PFY 

'Gelase so ld the book.' 
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48. 

H. julia sarna - axa o~'aj - i 

who to- where come - PFV 

. Who came for whatT 

b. lala mane - si - g.ristana sarna i - o{j'aj-

la la house - DEF - christen to 

' La la came to the church' 

3 - come - PFY 

From the above examples, Sentences (47) and (48) il lustrate that the re is independent 

syntact ic motivation for introducing more than one occurrence of wh in a single structure. 

If we examine the content interrogati ves in (47a) and (48a) and the respec ti ve answers in 

(47b) and (48 b), there is a visible connection between the ordering of wh- pllJascs and the 

constituents in the parti cula r declarative clauses. 

4.5. Classification of Content Interrogatives 

4.5.1. Nominal Interrogatives 

Substitute of a noun phrase in either the subject or object position wi th an interrogatives 

pronoun jaha ' who ' or rno 'what' are possible . The di ffe rence between jaha and rno is 

that of person and non-person correspondingly that is [+ human]. 

49. 

a. jaba las - i 

who se ll - PFV 

' Who sel ls?' 

b. galg'alo I - las - i 

galgalo 3- sell - PFY 

'Galga lo se ll s.' 

c. * alUl'aGe las -

cat se ll - PFY 

'The cat se ll s' 
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50. 

a. gi ll o mo - las - i 

gil lo what 3 - sc ll - PFV 

. What d id Gil lo sc ll ~· 

b. gillo maxina - SI - las -

gillo Car - D EI' 3 - se ll - PFV 

' Gillo sold the car. ' 

c. *gillo Jamlio - si - las -

gillo Boy - DEF 3 - se ll - PFY 

' Gi llo sold the boy.' 

From the above illustration we can understand that the answer in (49c) and (SOc) are not 

acceptable i.e. ungrammatica l. The reason is that in (49c) the answer should be pe rson 

and in (S Oc) it shou ld be non- person. 

When the name interrogati ve is constructed and its answer will a lways be a noun phrase 

with the noun mad·ahgo ' name '. And as the interrogative and the response structure is in 

the same order. 

51. 

a . mad·ahgo xusu jaha 

name hi s who 

' What is hi s name?' 

b. magahgo xusu gelasc 

name his Ge lase 

' Hi s name is Ge lase.' 
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As it is excmplifi ed in the abovc. it is poss ib lc to substitute ce rtai n clement s o f the 

nom inal in te rrogati ves. with in terrogatives pronoun to lo rm dirferent kinds or 

i nterrogati Yes. 

4.5.2. Locative Interrogatives 

The interroga ti ves prono un axa 'where' is used locati ve interrogatives . The most 

common type of locative interrogati ves axa 'where' may occur in the regular locative 

position is after the subj ect. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

a. base - si axa i-aJi t-I 

bus - DEF where 3 - go F - PFY 

' Where did the bus go?' 

b. base - si arbamin d'e gula 

bus - DEF A.Minch to 

' The bus went to Arbaminch." 

a. maxina - si axa 

car - D EF where 

' where is the car? ' 

i - aJi - t -

3 - go - F - PFY 

b. maxina - si garagate gitate 1 - 1agi 

car - DEF garage In 

' The car is in the garage .' 

a. irgal0 - si axa 

axe - DEF where 

'Where is the axe?' 

3 - there 
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b. ir[fa10 - s i manctc gitatc I - 'hI~i 

axe - DEF house in 3 - th ere 

'The axe is in the house.' 

4.5.3. Temporal Interrogatives 

[n A [[ ete, the temporal interrogatives pronoun bara~i 'when ' is o f as two types. The first 

one is the temporal interrogatives which is mostl y used to request time and giving a 

ge nera l sense of duration , with a more limited sense. The second ki nd of temporal 

interrogatives pronoun has no lim ited day. 

55. 

56. 

3. hig3mbawxe - si bara[/i staciijome gu[a i - aJ - i 

players DEF when stad ium to 3 - go - PFY 

'When did the players go to the stadium?' 

b. isuncfe ?ancfera~i 

they before yesterday 

i - aJ -

3- go - PFY 

They went before yesterday 

3. Folisa-cfe - si awxo-si - si bara[/i i - Jabn - 3 

police- PL-D EF person- DEF- ACC when 3- arrest- IPFY 

' When do the police arrest the man?' 

b. isuncfe qajina[/i i - Jabn - a 

'they tomorrow 3 - arrest - [PFY 

' They will arrest tomorrow.' 
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As stated above, the ki nd ol'temporal interrogati ve pronoun is bara~i ' when' whieh has a 

more limited sense 01' 'which day' with the answer of " anlrera~i ' before yesterda y' and 

qajina~i ' tomorrow.' 

57. banl~i <lib - i 

when rain- PFV 

' When did it rain?' 

58 . isu/I{fe bara~i i - qot - i 

they when 3 - plough -PFY 

' When did they plough?' 

As we see from the above illustration, the diffe rence in meaning is asked at any time of 

year in asking about the seasons for planting. However, it can al so be asked for a certain 

day. 

4.5.4. Adverbial Interrogatives 

'mala' ' how ' is the interrogati ve word which is used fo r adverbial interrogatives, if the 

sense of the interrogati ves is a direct request for exp lanation of an action. 

59. 

60. 

a. ato mala a - aan - t - i 

you how 2 - drive - F- PFY 

'How did you drive?' 

b. ano lokkoj an - aan- t 

slowly I - dri ve - F- PFY 

' I drove slowly.' 

a. ise mala 

she how 

i-di-t-I 

3- dance-F - PFY 

' how did she dance?' 
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b. ISC duma - di - t 

she llI ee 3 - dance - F - P F V 

' She danced ni ce ' 

In the above example, ad verbial interrogati ves de monstrate how an acti on is executed. 

4.5.5. Descriptive IntelTogatives 

Desc ripti ve interrogati ves are interrogati ves whi ch give reason why an acti on IS 

described . The desc riptive interrogatives pronoun is the same as the ad verbial word mala 

' how' . 

6 1. 

3 . xusa mala ? 

it how 

'How is it?' 

b. xusa i - ftet ' a 

it 3 - good 

' It is good.' 

62. 

a. isuncfc mala ?age 

they how 3 - there 

How are they? 

b. isuncfc ftet ' a 

they 1 - good j 

Lit. 'They are good.' 

'They are wonderful .' 

Beside th is. the in terrogat ives wo rd (mo) ' what" shows the same fun cti on. 
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63. 

64. 

4:1. iso 1110 I - lig; 

3 - look he what 

. What does he look li ke?" 

b. ISO je - fIet ' a 

he NEG - good 

Lit ' He is no t good ' 

. He looks awesome.' 

a. xli sa mo oJo?i 

it what 3 - smell 

Lit ' What does smell?' 

' How does it smell? ' 

b. xusa oJo?i fIet ' a 

it smell good 

' It smell s good .' 

According to the data wh ich is explai ned in the above, when we compare (6 1) and (62) 

with that of (63) and (64) both take the interrogati ve word in sentence medial position. 

4.5.6. Instrumental Interrogatives 

In Allete mo ' what' along with the instrumental postposti on tag ' by/ with' is used to 

express instrument or means of doing someth ing. 

65 . 
a. ato mo tag a - qaqit - i 

you what INS 2 - cu t - PFV 

'By what did yo u cut?' 
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66. 

h. ano mali 'aSC ta~' an - qaqit - i 

sc issors INS I - cut - pry 

' I cut with sc isso rs. ' 

a. iso mo ta~' ~'at ' o - si 

he what INS hair - DEI" 

i - garis -

3 - arrange - PFV 

'By what he arranged the hair?' 

b. iso ~'at'o - si si lmakko tag 

he hair - DEF comb INS 

' He arranged the ha ir by comb. ' 

i - ~'aris - i 

3 - arrange - PFV 

From the above examples it poss ible to recognize instrumental interrogati ves as used to 

request by what means an action is executed. The interrogati ves part may occur in 

sentence middle posi tion. 

4.5.6. Numeral Interrogatives 

Allete language permits that interrogati ves quantifi ers mei ' how many Imuch'comes after 

noun, and functions like any other numeral , except that there can be no determiner 

occurring before it. 

67. tamarito mei 

student how many 

kitilate gitate ?age 

class In there 

' How many students are in the class?' 

68. t'ank'arsite mei t'armusate gitate ?a~'e 

ink how much bottl e In there 

. How much ink is in the bottl e?' 
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69 . 'Iemle mei 'Ia ~fc 

shee p ho w man y thcrc 

. How man y sheep arc there')' 

Acco rdin g to the data which is ex pla ined in the above, 'stud ents ' and "ink" a re be ing 

refe rred to the numeral interrogati ves mei ' how much/ many'. This means that mei is used 

for both countable and uncountable nouns. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

In thi s section I di scuss the intonation prototype assoc iated with yes/no interrogat ives and 

content interrogatives. In tonations o f interrogatives are characteri zed by a hi gher start 

than statemen ts. 

5.1. Intonation on yes/no Interrogative 

The characteri stics of Yes/No interro gati ves are most commonly ri sing intonation. The 

fo llowing instance evidentl y ascertain rising intonation in Allete as an intonation 

phoneme. Rising intonation on the tina l word of the sentence sho ws surpri se. The 

graphi cal representations of intonation contours throughout thi s section are not intended 

for acc uracy but serve on ly as basic sketches. 

70 . kllse lugetc higll'i" a - Igasa - II - m 

[ ] 
ball foo t play 2 - can - lPFY - Q 

'Can you play footba ll ? ' 

Wh ile we used rising intonati on with tag interrogatives, it confirms uncertainty. 

7 1. JamIJo - si - skibirto - si IJadi, i - IJadi - i - m 

boy - DEF 3 - pen - DEF 3 - hide, 3 - hid - PFV - Q 

Lit. ' The boy hid the pen. did he hide?' 

' The boy hid the pen, did he?' 
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72. 

73. 

74. 

jaje tisi I<afalo - si je - I<afal -u , je - I<afal - u - m 

mother her payment -DEF NEG - pay-PFV, NEG - Pay - PFV- Q 

' Her mother hasn' t paid the fee , hasn ' t she? 

Jete - si mat'afa iso i - basant - I, 

[ -~ 

girl - DEF book him 3 - lend- PFV, 

'The girl lent him a book, did she?' 

- basant - -m 

] 

3 - lend - PFV - Q 

] 

ise galo - si gula - aJi - t - a, - aJi - t - a - m 

[ 

she market -D EF to 3 - goes - F- IPFV, 3 -goes - F - IPFV - Q 

'She goes to the market, does she?' 

75. iso goamo xusu manetesi ye - !rOa - u, je - goa - u - m 

he work hi s home NEG - do - PFV , NEG - do - PFV - Q 

' He doesn ' t do hi s home work, doesn ' t he?' 
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Ri s ing intonat ion common ly poin t out that the speaker be li eves them to be incompl ete by 

the mse lves, and requ ire supplementa ti on of some type, by himse lfor by the hearer. 

76. od'aj isuncfe i - d'c7asa - III 

[ 1 

come they 2 - should - Q 

'S ho uld they come?' 

77, ano 7ug. an - d'e7asa - m 

[ 1 

drink I - should - Q 

' Should I drink?' 

Falling intonation in yes/no interrogatives identifies a sense of final ity, of completeness, 

and certainty. 

78. 

a, ano tlalxo het' a an - taja"'-

husband good I - get - PFY 

Lit. ' \ got a good husband: 

' I got a handsome husband. ' 
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79. 

b. a - taja - t - - m 

[ 

2 - get F - PFV - Q 

Lit. ' did you get?' 

'Did yo u?' 

] 

a. ano wut'ctc fiet 'a 

resul t good 

an - o~·as - i 

- sco re - PFV 

Lit. ' I scored good result. ' 

' I scored good grade.' 

b. a - ogas - t - i - m 

[ 

2 - score - F- PFV- Q 

' Did you?' 

] 

In yes/no interrogatives falling intonation assoc iated with exclamation particularly are 

used to convey fearful meaning like (80) and (8 1). 

80. oh, wago xaju, ise miajc - si i - ogas - t - - m 

[ ] 

god Ill y, she child -D EF 3 - bring - F - PFV - Q 

·Oh Ill y God, did she bring the child?' 
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81. ano anu- timan - u, iso xoli 

[ 

NEG - be li eve- PFY he aga in 

' I do n' t be li eve , d id he play again?' 

-01 

3 - play - PFY - Q 

5.2. Intonation on Content Interrogative 

] 

Allete languages of Content interrogati ves are characteri zed by a highest point of 

occurrence on the interrogat ive pronoun followed by a quick falling intonation on the rest 

of the statement. The interrogative pronoun, no matter what its position in the statement, 

is made s ignificant by the higher beginning and by a qui ck fall on everyth ing. 

82. xaro - si axa - aJ - i 

[ ] 
dog - DEF where 3 - go - PFY 

'Where d id the dog go?' 

83. ise mo-nu!fi mangahe - si - k'ub - t - I 

[ ] 
she what-fo r door - DEF 3 - close - F - PFY 

'Why did she close the door?' 

As the above examples, interrogati ve pronouns g ive attention on a specific item. 

However; falli ng intonation also preva il on interrogati ves whi ch don ' t have interrogative 
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pronoun. In thi s case the speake r cla ims a center o f a llention like the following 

illustrati ons. 

84. iso jaje lus usa dabdabe - na - t'at' - - m 

[ ] 

he mother his le tter 3 - to - write - PFY - Q 

' Has he wrillen a letter to hi s mother?' 

xanla likase - m 

[ ] 

they night - DEF there 3 - spend - Q 

' Have they spent the night there?' 

The falling intonation indicating centers of attention and has an implication o f finality. 

To conclude, Allete has interrogation intonation. Ri sing intonation generall y implies that 

the speaker considers them to be incomplete by themselves, and needing 

su pplementation. The primary meanll1g of falling intonation indicating centers of 

attention and has an implication of finality. Content interrogatives, in Allete, are characterized 

by a peak occu rrin g on the interrogative pronoun fo llowed by a rapid ly fa lling intonat ion. 

5.3. Echo Questions 

In terrogati ve constructi ons such as yes/no interrogati ves, content interrogatives and 

intonations are elaborated as much as possib le. This section cons iders in Illuch more 

detai l issues of echo questions. Echo questions, in A llete, can be constructed frolll 
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dille rent types 01' sentence: one in which a preceding sentence is repeated. and the other 

is one in which a wh- ex press ion replaces part of the stimulus. 

Let's obse rve the fo llowing examples . 

86. 

a. ise JlaJ1Jlaa i-las - t 

she tomato 3 - se ll - F - PFV 

'S he has so ld a tomato. ' 

b. ISC JlaJ1J1aa 

she tomato 

i-las - t 

3-sell- F-PFV 

' She has sold a tomato?' 

Lit. Do yo u mean ' She has so ld a to mato? ' 

c. ise mo i-las - t 

she what 3 - sell - F - PFV 

' She has so ld what?' 

The abo ve examples demonstrate that echo questions are constructed from other clause 

types (declarati ve) and al so used if somebody or the hearer is not sure about what the 

speaker say ing. In (86b) shows the preceding utterance is repeated and (86c) is one III 

whi ch a wh-expression replaces part of the stimulus. 

5.3.1. Echo Question on Declaratives 

If the sentence is declaratives, the echoes are usually repeat ing the whole part of the 

preceding utterance of the fonner speaker. 

87. 

a. Ise jc - las - u 

she NEG - se ll - PFV 

'S he didn't sell .' 
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88, 

b, isc .ic - las - u 

she NEG - se ll- PFV -

'S he d idn't se l)? ' 

L.i t. Do you mean ' She didn't se ll ? ' 

H. anD maxana - si - si an - IJitanl - i 

car - DEF - ACC I - buy - PFV 

' I have bought the car. ' 

b, ano maxana - si - si an - bitam - i 

car - DEF- ACC I - buy - PFV 

' I have bought the car? ' 

L. it. Do you mean ' I have bought the car?' 

The example in (87b) and (88b) show echo questi ons for a declarati ve sentence will have 

two massages, on one occasion as an acknowledgment and another as a higher-l eve l 

clari fi ca ti on of the original utterance, 

Both interrogati ves and echo questi on may be answered either in the affirmati ve or in the 

negative , L.et's examine the fo llowing: 

89, 

a, l3so i - qot- I 

aso 
, 

dig- PFV ,) -

' Aso dug, ' 

b, l3so i - qot -

aso 
, 

dig- PF V ,) -

'Aso dug?' 

c, axaj 

'No ' 
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90. 

c. gc lasc - xalr -

ge lase " climb - PI:V .) -

' Ge lase c limbed. ' 

d . gelasc - xad' -

ge lase " climb- PFV J -

' Ge lase climbed?' 

e. ee 

'Yes' 

According to the abo ve examples, echo questions from declarati ves are not characterized 

by the interrogati ve particl e - 111 even if the relati on of their structures is simil ar. 

Contrasting the declarati ves as in (87a), (88a), (89a) and (90a), they app li ed a falling 

intonation nevertheless in echo dec laratives as in (87b), (88b), (89b) and (90b), they 

applied ri sing intonation. 

5.3.2. Echo Question on Interrogatives 

Let ' s examine A llete echo questions both on yes/no interrogati ves and content 

interrogati ves. First, Let us consider on yes/no interrogati ves. 

91. 

a. gale jito - si 

galle food -DEF 

I - jl - t - - m 

3 - eat - F - PFV - Q 

'Did Ga ll e eat the food?' 

- ji - t - -m b. gale jito - si 

gall e food - DEF 3 eat - F - PFV - Q 

' Did Ga ll e eat the food?' 
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92 . 

Lil. Did YO llmcan. 'd id Ga ll e eat the rood?' 

a. iso 

he 

- o!faj - 1I - m 

3 - come - IPFV - Q 

'Does he come?' 

b. iso 

he 

i - o~'aj - a - m 

3 - come - IP FV-Q 

' Does he come?' 

Lil. Do YOLI mean, ' does he come?' 

The examples in yes/no interrogati ves of (9 I a) and (92a) and yes/no echo question as in 

(9 I b) and (92b) have resemblance on the structure of the sentence. However; they have 

di ffe rence on the picking of intonati on. Yes/no echo interrogatives usuall y use ri sing 

intonat ion 

Let's see the wh- echo questi ons 

93. 

94. 

1I. JamfJo -de - si axa 

boy - PL - DEF Where 

' Where did the boys play?' 

b. JamfJi - de - si axa 

boy - PL -DEF where 

' Where did the boys play? ' 

i - higa - (re 

3 - play - PL 

I - hi~'a - (re 

3 play - PL 

Lit. Did you mean, ' where the boy play? ' 

a. ato mo 

YO Ll what 

a- 1u!fi 

2 - drink 

' What do yo u drink? ' 
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b. ato mo a- 711~i 

you what 2 - d rink 

·What do yo u drink ?" 

Lit. Do you mean ·what do yo u drin k?' 

The ill ustra ti on in (93 a) and (94a) with (93 b) and (94b) on the above shows that wh- echo 

questi ons com ll1 onl y used when the hea rer sure abo ut what the speake r sayi ng. 

Ec ho questi ons in content o r the yes/no interrogati ve can have a resul t of astoni shment, if 

the hea rer can not trust hi s ears. 

95. 

96. 

a. ato ogaj - a - In 

yo u come - ]PFY-Q 

'W ill you come?' 

b. ato ogaj - a - rn 

yo u come - IPFY - Q 

' Wil l you come?' 

Lit. Do you mean ' will you come?' 

a. xisa mo 

these what 

'What are these?' 

b. xisa rno 

these what 

'What are these?' 

Lit. Do you mean ' what are these?' 
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5.3.3. Echo Q uestioll 011 Imperative 

Echo questi on on impera tives also is also poss ible in the language the same as the 

preceding sec tion . However in thi s sec ti on the question partic lc - 111 is not used. 

97. 

98. 

a. maxna - s i 

car - DEF 

·Take the car" 

b. maxna - s i 

car - DEF 

·Take the car?' 

agill - I - a 

take - F- IPFV 

ag.1I - I - a 

take - F- IPFV 

Lit. Do you mean ' Take the car?' 

a. 010 g·ulad) 

NEG smoke 

' Do not smoke !' 

b. 010 g·ulad) 

NEG smoke 

' Do not smoke?' 

Lit. Do you mean ' Do 1I0t smoke?' 

The above examples shows that echo imperat ives as 111 (97b) and (98b) have no 

difference structu re compare to the utterance except the ri sing intonation. 
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5.3.4. Echo Quest ion on Exclamation 

Echo questi on on exclamatory can also be appli ed as the same as the other clause type. 

99. 

a. isc nat 'ibc het'a 

she result good 

- o~'as - t 

3 - score F - PFY 

'She has scored good result. ' 

b. hCt'a 

'Good l ' 

c. tl ct'a 

'Good?' 

Lit. Do you mean ' Good?' 

100. 

a. iso xo laso bare i - xolas - i 

he answe r right 3 - give - PFV 

'He gave the right answer. ' 

b. bare! 

' Ri ght! ' 

c. bare 

' Right?' 

Lit. Do you mean' Right? ' 

65 



101. 

a. ISC jito sora (fa 7i - t - I 

she food del icious 3 cook - F - PFV 

'S he cooked a delicious food. ' 

b. sora! 

' De l icious l ' 

C. so."a 

' Del icious? ' 

Lit. Do you mean ' Delic ious? ' 

Accord ing to the data, echo exc lamati on on (99c),( 1 ~Oc) and (I Ole) take ri sing intonat ion 

without its interrogati ves particle but (99b ),( I OOb) and ( 10 I b) do not. 

I n conclusion, echo questions, in accordance to sentence structure, are not di fferent from 

any clause type suc h as declaratives, content in terrogatives, imperatives and exc lamati on. 

However the on ly difference is pick ing of in tonation and interrogative particle on yes/no 

questi on. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

6. Summary and Conclusion 

6.1. Summary 

In this section I summarize the co re points disc ussed in all the preceding chapte rs. The 

main objecti ve of thi s study is to identify and describe the interrogati ve construct ions o f 

Allete . 

The first chapter of the thesis conta ins a brief description of the people and the language, 

the significance of the stud y, the methodo logy, the delimi tation and previous stud ies on 

the language. 

Chapter two rev iews the literature that has direct relevance to the study. Under thi s 

chapter of several scholars on the interrogati ve constructions of different languages are 

di scussed. And we deal with Yes/No question, tag question, characteri stics of 

interrogation, focus , wh-movement, mu ltiple wh-questions, classification of content 

interrogative, into nation and echo question. 

In the third chapter of the thesis, the general desc ription of Yes/No question, deri vation of 

Yes/No quest ion, strategies of fo rming Yes/No questi on such as reduced and conducive 

questions as we ll as tag questions are discussed in detai l. Yes/No questions in Allete are 

derived fro m declarative sentences either by suffi xi ng the question marker -m on the final 

sentence of the verb and/or by applying a ri sing intonation on the clause. We have seen 

that polarity ancl in tonation playa role in dete rmining the function of questi ons and tags 

by implyi ng agreement wi th or in doubt of the truth of propositions. 
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Chapter lo ur dea ls with wh-ques ti on or con tent in terrogati ve. Content interroga ti ves are 

formed using one or the Wh- pronouns. 'fhe question mark - m appears in sentence- fi na l 

pos iti on 01' any YeslNo question ; however. in the case of content interrogati ve thi s is 

ungrammatical and the suffi x - m is ne ve r used. The wh-pronouns are : yaha ' who' , mo 

'what ', baragi 'when', axa ' where", hUI1{fa 'which ', mala 'why/how', mei 'how 

man y/much' . 

Rega rding the classifi cation of content pronoun, the study demonstrates di tferent classes 

based on the information they eli cit. yaha 'who', mo ' what ', are class ified under nominal 

interro gative, because they are used to ask about the identity of a parti cipant, but they 

differ in [+1- human] feature. The pronoun axa ' where ' is class ified in the locative 

pronoun and used to construct locative interrogati ve. barag; 'when' is under temporal 

interrogati ve whi ch are used to ask the temporal events or an action. mala '/how' is used 

to construct manner of action and describe something visual so that it is class ified under 

adverbial. Finall y, mei ' how many/much ' is used for countable and uncountable nouns. 

The last chapter of the analysis included intonation and Echo question. The two 

intonation patterns typically associated with YeslNo question and content interrogative 

were examined. And the echo questions were di scussed in terms of declarati ves, 

interrogatives, imperat ives and exc lamation. 

6.2. Conclusion 

To conclude, in this stud y I have tri ed to describe the interrogation constructions of 

Allete language. As in many languages, polar and content interrogati ves show 

diffe rences. In Allete, both morphology and intonation help to distingui sh the main types 

of question .. In All ete language the interrogat ive particle '-m' is always suffi xed in polar 

questions. The answer for YeslNo question contains a positive or negative declarative 

clause preceded by Yes ' ee ' or No 'axay ' or may onl y repeat the verb. Constituents 

remall1 In situ . Tags In non-conduci ve environments must agree in polarity with the 

statement preceding it. Reduced interrogatives mayor may not agree in polarity 
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dependi ng on the use : to signa l li stening or agree ment with the prev ious spcaker. or to 

indicate di sagreement. 

'fhe study identifi ed that, in All ete , there is no '-m' suffi x in content interrogati ves. Like 

in po lar questions, there is no obl igatory wh-phrase movement in the deri vati on and wh­

constituents remain in-situ. All ete allows multiple wh- feature in a single sentence. [+ 

human] questi on wo rd is different from [-human] question words, so lex ical features also 

playa minor role in describing interrogat ives in All ete. The language on the declarative 

sentence and pola r interrogat ive uses the Focus particle 'kulaj' and the other content 

questi ons use ' aoa'. The declarati ve sentence can be foc used or remain neutral. 

The choice of intonation pattern also roughl y co rresponds to fa lling and ri sing intonation. 

A high pitch is associated with a lack of information or a req uest for confirmation 

( information on the truth of a propos ition). Thi s can be either on the wh-question word in 

content questions or sentence- final in polar questions. In contrast, a polar question with 

fa lling pitch (e.g. reduced question) indicates completeness or certai nty and therefore 

mainly functions to confirm the speaker that he is being li stened to . 

Echo questions can be constructed fro m different types of sentence: one in which a 

preced ing sentence is repeated, and one in which a wh- express ion replaces part of the 

stimulus or the sentence of the object. Moreover, the study examines that echo questions 

do not ha ve independent syntacti c structure as the result of thi s they reflect the structure 

of the main statement. The stud y shows that the grammatical areas of morphology, 

syntax , lex icon and intonation are all part of the description of Allete interrogative 

constructions. 
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