








































































































a. isunde xaro- si - ?ila i - xa?- i
they air - DEF - on 3.- fly- PFV

“They flew in the air.’

b. isunde xaro- si- ?ila i - xa?- i, Isunde je - xa? - u -m
isude air- DEF -on 3-fly -PFV. they NEG- fly - PFV-Q
Lit*They flew on the air, didn’t they f1y?”

“They flew on the air, didn’t they?’

c. isunde xaro-si- ?ila  je-xa?- u, Isunde 1 - xa? -1 - m
they air - DEF-on NEG- fly- PFV, they 3 — fly -PFV-Q
Lit.“They didn’t fly in the air, did they {1y?°

“They didn’t fly in the air, did they?’

As stated in example, (25¢) is a negative conducive and (25b) is a positive conducive.
The most commonly identified function of such tag is tag obtain confirmation that is the
speaker thinks the proposition is true, but wants the hearer to confirm it. However it is not

crucial for the speaker to be unsure about the truth of the proposition.

3.3.3.2. Tag Interrogatives on Imperatives

The occurrence of a negative in the tag of an imperative is totally optional. However if
the imperative is affirmative the tag question will be negative and if the imperative is

negative the question will be affirmative. Let’s see the following examples.

26. iskipirto - si adji, atu —adi—t -a- m
pen - DEF take, NEG - take — F - IPFV - Q
Lit. “Take the pen! Won’t you take?’

‘Take the pen! Won’t you?”

24 hantu dabin, atu - dabin -t - a - m
now catch, NEG - catch —F-IPFV - Q

Lit *Catch it now! Won't you catch?’
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According to the data presented in the above, like (29a). the tag differs in meaning
comparing it to the interrogatives construction (29b). For the reason that the latter is
interrogative which implies that the hearer will agree, but in (29a) without the tag, the
hearer doesn’t. Consider the following:
30.
a. iso t’irakko mala hesa, iso je- hesa-m
he man what nice, he NEG -nice-Q

*‘What a nice man he is!, isn’t he?’

b. ?iso t’irakko mala hesa, iso hesa -m
he man what nice he nice-Q

*What a nice man he is! is he?”’

The illustration in (30b) is unacceptable. The justification for this is, of course, that the
tag on exclamation must be negative because the first utterance of exclamation is

positive.

To sum up the chapter, the response of yes/no interrogatives usually preceded by yes “ee’
or no ‘axaj’ and also in another case answering the interrogatives by repeating the verb.
Constituents remain in their previous place which means the subject occurs in subject
position and the object occurs in object position. Based on the practical explanation in
conducive interrogatives, the yes/no interrogatives of the response could be mostly
agreed. [n the case of imperative and exclamatory, the occurrence of negative in the tag is

obligatory reversed
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CHAPTER FOUR

4. Content Interrogatives
In the preceding chapter, I have discussed yes/no interrogatives. In this chapter. content

interrogatives will be presented in detail.

4.1. General Description of Content Interrogatives

In the previous chapter, I dealt with polar interrogatives in which the question mark —m
appears in sentence final - position. However; in the case of content interrogatives this is
ungrammatical. The following words share a host of properties, and they generally
correspond in meaning to the English words they are paired with. [ will refer to these

words as the ‘Interrogatives pronouns” of Allete. These pronouns are:

a. (baradi) When

b. (mala) Why/how

¢. (mo) What

d. (handa) Which

e. (axa) Where

f.  (mei) how many/much

g. (jaha) Who

The following examples are “simple questions’ containing interrogatives words.

a. Isunde xisi mo
they these what

‘What are they?’

b. Isende xisi dolle
they these  cattle

“They are cattle.”
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a. xusa aha
that  who

“Who 1s that?””

=

ise (detitte
she Getitte.

‘She is Getitte’

(%]
(98]

a. isunde axa
they  where

‘Where are they?’

b. isunde kifilate ditate
they classroom  in

Lit. *“They are in the class room.’

In the above examples, the italicized words or phrases in the answer are the part of
information that the interrogatives was eliciting. We can get another grammatical
sentence after we delete the other word or phrase from the answer except the desired

information. Let’s see the following examples:

34.
a. isunde mo
they what

‘What are they?’

b. pappaa

‘tomatoes’
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a4, xusa yaha
that who
“Who is that?”’

b. getitte
‘Getitte’

a. isunde axa
they where

*Where are they?’

b. kifilate ditate
classroom In

‘In the class room.’

We can observe from the examples that, moe “what’ has relationship with non-animate
noun phrase, jaha “who’ animate or human noun phrase. Accordingly, the interrogative
pronouns jaha ‘who’. mo ‘what’” and axa “where’ all contain the feature of wh- feature.
However, jaha “who’ is marked in the lexicon with the feature of [+ Human]; mo ‘what’

is marked with the feature of [- Human]; axa ‘where’ is marked with the feature of Place.

In Allete the interrogatives pronouns jaha ‘who’, mo ‘what’, hunda ‘which’ and axa

‘where” can be used as indefinite pronouns.

37.
a. jaha af - i
who go- PFV

“Who went?’



b. jaha-akha je - af - u
Who-NEG NEG- go- PFV

‘No one went’

a. ato  mo a-ji - a
you what  2-eat - IPFV

*What do you eat?’

b. ano mo-akha anu - ji - a
I  what-NEG  NEG -eat—IPFV

‘I do not eat nothing’

The data showed that the combination of interrogative pronoun with ‘akha’ which

reverse to negative implication gives an indefinite pronoun.

4.2. Focus

In Allete, the focus particle ‘kulaj’ is used in polar questions and declaratives.
Nevertheless in wh-questions ‘ada’ is claimed. There are also interrogatives to be
considered as focus-neutral. For focus-neutral content interrogatives in (39a), we have a
focus-neutral answer in (39b). And for a focused content and polar interrogatives in

(40),(41).(42) and (43) respectively,

39,
a. jaha af -i
who go - PFV.

“who went?’

b. kasa af-i
‘kassa go—PFV

‘Kassa went’
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40.
a. jaha odaj -i-ada
who come - PFV-FOC
*WHO came?”’

b. genniso- kulaj i -odaj - i
genniso - FOC  3- come - PFV
* GENNISO came’

41.
a. aturade -si ada- mo i-dab- t—i

Cat -DEF FOC-what 3 - catch - F-PFV

‘“WHAT did the cat catch?’

b. aturade-si tabatado-si-si -kulaj i-dab-t - i
Cat--DEF rat - DEF- ACC -FOC  3- catch - F- PFV

“The cat caught the RAT.”

42.
a. ada —mo a -Dbitam-i

FOC- what 2 - buy- PFV
*WHAT did you buy?’

¢.  mat’fa-si-kulaj an — bitam —i
book- DEF- FOC 1 - buy- PFV
‘I bought the BOOK.”
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a. isunde-kulaj befe i -ji -i-m
they- FOC lunch 3 —eat-PFV-Q
"Did THEY eat lunch?’

b. isunde- kulaj befe - i
they -FOC lunch 3 —eat— PFV

‘THEY ate lunch.’

We can notice from the above example, all the declarative sentence and polar
interrogative uses the Focus particle ‘kulaj’ and the other content questions use ‘ada’.

The declarative sentence can be focused or remain neutral.

4.3. Wh- Movement

In Allete, wh-items in interrogatives remain in situ, as shown in 44, 45 and 46.

44,
a. jaha af-1
who go- PFV

*“Who went?’

b. olado i -af -i
olado 3 -go-PFV

*Olado went?’

a. isunde baradi i -al - i
they when 3-go-PFV

*When did they go?”

b. isunde ?2anderadi i-af - i
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they before yesterday 3 - go - PFV

They went before yesterday

406.
a. isunde axa i -hidad-a
they where 3 —play - IPFV

“Where are they playing?”

b. isunde li?akido i - hidad - a
they in the field 3 - play- IPFV
‘They are playing in the field.’
The above examples illustrated that in Allete, there is no obligatory wh-phrase movement
in the derivation. So, Allete content interrogatives behave not in the same way as clear
movement rather every constituent of the content interrogative remain in place as their

responses. Therefore, we can say that Allete content interrogatives involve no movement.

4.4. Multiple Wh- phrases

When we examine content interrogatives, a single wh was used in a sentence. Multiple

wh- features can also be seen in Allete.

47.

a. jaha mo las - i
who what sell - PFV

“Who sold what?’

b. delase mat’afa - si i- las- i
gelase book - DEF 3 -sell - PFV

‘Gelase sold the book.”

43



48.
a. jaha sama-axaodaj - i
who  to-where come - PFV
"Who came for what?”
b. lala mane -si- diristana sama i - odaj- i
lala house - DEF - christen to 3 -come- PFV

‘Lala came to the church’

From the above examples, Sentences (47) and (48) illustrate that there is independent
syntactic motivation for introducing more than one occurrence of wh in a single structure.
If we examine the content interrogatives in (47a) and (48a) and the respective answers in
(47b) and (48D), there is a visible connection between the ordering of wh- phrases and the

constituents in the particular declarative clauses.

4.5. Classification of Content Interrogatives

4.5.1. Nominal Interrogatives
Substitute of a noun phrase in either the subject or object position with an interrogatives
pronoun jaha ‘who’ or mo ‘what’ are possible. The difference between jaha and mo is

that of person and non-person correspondingly that is [+ human].

49.
a. jaha las- i
who sell - PFV

*Who sells?’

b. galdalo i- las- i
galgalo  3-sell - PFV

*Galgalo sells.”

c. *aturade las - i
cat sell - PFV
*The cat sells’
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50.
a. gillo mo i - las - i
gillo what 3 - sell -PFV

"What did Gillo sell?””

b. gillo maxina - si i -las- i
gillo  Car - DEF 3 -sell - PFV

‘Gillo sold the car.”

c. *gillo fambo- si 1 -las- i
gillo Boy - DEF 3 - sell - PFV
*Gillo sold the boy.”

From the above illustration we can understand that the answer in (49¢) and (50c¢) are not
acceptable i.e. ungrammatical. The reason is that in (49¢) the answer should be person

and in (50¢) it should be non- person.

When the name interrogative is constructed and its answer will always be a noun phrase
with the noun madahdo ‘name’. And as the interrogative and the response structure is in

the same order.

&l
a. madahdo xusu jaha
name his  who

‘What is his name?’

b. madahgo xusu gelase
name his  Gelase

‘His name 1s Gelase.’
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As it is exemplified in the above. it is possible to substitute certain elements of the
nominal interrogatives, with interrogatives pronoun to form different kinds of

interrogatives.

4.5.2. Locative Interrogatives

The interrogatives pronoun axa ‘“where’ is used locative interrogatives. The most
common type of locative interrogatives axa “where’ may occur in the regular locative

position is after the subject.

52,
a. base- si axa i-afi -t -1
bus - DEF where 3 - go - F- PFV
*Where did the bus go?”
b. base- si arbamint]’e dula i - afi -t - i
bus - DEF  AMinch to 3 - go- F- PFV
“The bus went to Arbaminch.’
53.
4. maxina-si axa
car - DEF where
‘where is the car?’
b. maxina - si garadate ditate i - ?adi
car - DEF  garage 1n 3 - there
“The car is in the garage.’
54.

a. irda?o-si axa
axe - DEF where

‘Where is the axe?’
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b. irda?o —si manete gitate i - ?adi
axe - DEF  house in 3 — there

“The axe is in the house.’

4.5.3. Temporal Interrogatives

In Allete, the temporal interrogatives pronoun baradi “when’ is of as two types. The first
one is the temporal interrogatives which is mostly used to request time and giving a
general sense of duration, with a more limited sense. The second kind of temporal

interrogatives pronoun has no limited day.

higambawxe - si baradi stadijome dula i -aJ - i

=

players - DEF when stadium to 3-go-PFV

“When did the players go to the stadium?’

b. isunde ?anderadi i-af - i
they before yesterday 3- go— PFV

They went before yesterday

56.
a. Folisa-de -si  awxo-si - si baradi i - [abn -a
police-PL-DEF person- DEF- ACC when 3- arrest- IPFV

*When do the police arrest the man?”

b. isunde qgajinadi i -fabn - a
‘they tomorrow 3 - arrest - IPFV

‘They will arrest tomorrow.’

47



As stated above, the kind of temporal interrogative pronoun is baradi “when” which has a
more limited sense of “which day™ with the answer of anderadi “before yesterday™ and

gajinadi ‘tomorrow.”

37, baradi dib - i
when rain- PFV

“When did it rain?’

58. isunde baradi i-qot- i
they when 3 - plough -PFV
‘When did they plough?”’

As we see from the above illustration, the difference in meaning is asked at any time of
year in asking about the seasons for planting. However, it can also be asked for a certain

day.
4.5.4. Adverbial Interrogatives

‘mala’ ‘how’ 1s the interrogative word which is used for adverbial interrogatives. if the

sense of the interrogatives is a direct request for explanation of an action.

59.
a. ato mala a-dan- t - i
you how 2 -drive - F- PFV
‘How did you drive?”
b. ano lokkoj an - dan-t - i
I slowly 1 -drive — F-PFV
‘I drove slowly.’
60.

a. ise mala i - di -t - i
she how 3- dance-F — PFV

‘how did she dance?’
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b. i1s¢ doma i - di-t - i
she  nice 3 -dance - F - PI'V

“She danced nice’

In the above example, adverbial interrogatives demonstrate how an action is executed.

4.5.5. Descriptive Interrogatives

Descriptive interrogatives are interrogatives which give reason why an action is
described. The descriptive interrogatives pronoun is the same as the adverbial word mala

‘how’.

6l.
a. xusa mala?
it how

“How is it?’

b. xusa i - het’a
it 3 - good
‘It is good.’

62.
a. isunde mala i - ?ade
they how 3 — there

How are they?

b. isunde i - het’a
they 3 - good
Lit. “They are good.”

“They are wonderful.”

Beside this. the interrogatives word (mo) “what™ shows the same function.
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4. IS0 mo i - lidi
he  what 3 - look

“What does he look like?”

b. iso je- het’a
he NEG - good
Lit. “He is not good’
“He looks awesome.’

04.

a. Xusa mo i - ofod
it what 3 - smell
Lit. “What does smell?”

‘How does it smell?’

b. xusa ofo?i het’a
it smell good

‘It smells good.”
According to the data which is explained in the above, when we compare (61) and (62)

with that of (63) and (64) both take the interrogative word in sentence medial position.

4.5.6. Instrumental Interrogatives

In Allete mo “what’ along with the instrumental postpostion tad “by/ with® is used to

express instrument or means of doing something.

a. ato mo tad a-qaqit - i
you what INS 2 -cut-PFV

‘By what did you cut?’

50



b. ano mak’ase tad an - qaqit- i
[ scissors INS 1 - cut- PFV

I cut with scissors.”

66.
a. iso mo tad dat’o - si i-daris - i
he what INS hair - DEF 3 - arrange - PFV
‘By what he arranged the hair?’
b. iso dat’o-si silmakko tad i - daris - i
he hair- DEF comb INS 3 -arrange - PFV

‘He arranged the hair by comb.”

From the above examples it possible to recognize instrumental interrogatives as used to
request by what means an action is executed. The interrogatives part may occur in

sentence middle position.
4.5.6. Numeral Interrogatives

Allete language permits that interrogatives quantifiers mei “how many /much’comes after

noun, and functions like any other numeral, except that there can be no determiner

occurring before it.

67. tamarito mei kitilate ditate ?ade
student how many  class in there

‘How many students are in the class?”

68. ank’arsite  mei t’armusate ditate ?ade
ink how much bottle in there

*How much ink is in the bottle?’
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69. ?emte mei ade
sheep how many there

“How many sheep are there?’

According to the data which is explained in the above, “students’ and “ink’ are being

referred to the numeral interrogatives mei “how much/many’. This means that mei is used

for both countable and uncountable nouns.
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CHAPTER FIVE

[n this section [ discuss the intonation prototype associated with yes/no interrogatives and
content interrogatives. Intonations of interrogatives are characterized by a higher start

than statements.

5.1. Intonation on yes/no Interrogative

The characteristics of Yes/No interrogatives are most commonly rising intonation. The
following instance evidently ascertain rising intonation in Allete as an intonation
phoneme. Rising intonation on the final word of the sentence shows surprise. The
graphical representations of intonation contours throughout this section are not intended

for accuracy but serve only as basic sketches.
70. kase ludete hidad o -ldasa - a - m

ball foot play 2 - can - IPFV -Q
‘Can you play football?’

While we used rising intonation with tag interrogatives, it confirms uncertainty.

71.  fambo - si i -skibirto-si i - badi, i-badi — i - m

boy - DEF 3- pen- DEF 3 —hide, 3- hid -PFV - Q
Lit. “The boy hid the pen. did he hide?’
‘The boy hid the pen. did he?’
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74.

73

jaje  tisi  kafalo - si je — kafal -u, je—kafal-u - m

[\/\/

mother her payment -DEF NEG - pay-PFV, NEG - Pay - PFV- Q

‘Her mother hasn’t paid the fee, hasn’t she?

Jete -si mat’afa iso i-basant - i, i- basant -i -m

girl - DEF book him 3 -lend — PFV, 3-lend- PFV - Q
“The girl lent him a book, did she?’

ise dalo- si dula i - afi -t -a, i- afi—-t -a -

J\/

she market -DEF to 3 - goes- F-IPFV,3 —goes—F-IPFV -Q

‘She goes to the market, does she?’

iso Jodmo xusu manetesi ye - dod-u, je- dod - u-

J\/

he work his home NEG —do-PFV, NEG-do-PFV-Q

‘He doesn’t do his home work, doesn’t he?’
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Rising intonation commonly point out that the speaker believes them to be incomplete by

themselves, and require supplementation of some type, by himself or by the hearer.

76.  odaj isunde i-de?asa—m

come they 2 -should-Q

‘Should they come?’

77. ano ?udi an - de?asa—m

| drink 1 —should - Q
*Should I drink?”

Falling intonation in yes/no interrogatives identifies a sense of finality, of completeness,

and certainty.

78.
a. ano halxo het’a an - tajad - i
I husband good 1 - get - PFV
Lit. “I got a good husband.’

‘I got a handsome husband.”
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b. a-taja -t - i -m

VAN

2 - get F-PFV -Q

Lit. *did you get?’

‘Did you?”
79.
a. ano wut’ete het’a an - odas - i
[ result good 1 —score—PFV

Lit. °I scored good result.”

‘I scored good grade.’

b. a-odas— t -i-m

AN

2 - score - F- PFV-Q
‘Did you?”

In yes/no interrogatives falling intonation associated with exclamation particularly are

used to convey fearful meaning like (80) and (81).

80. oh, wado xaju, ise miaje - si i- odas -t- i - m

god my, she child-DEF 3 -bring- F - PFV -Q
*Oh my God, did she bring the child?’
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81. ano anu- aman -u, IS0 xoli i - hidado - i -m

I  NEG —believe- PFV  he again 3- play — PFV -Q

‘[ don’t believe, did he play again?”

5.2. Intonation on Content Interrogative

Allete languages of Content interrogatives are characterized by a highest point of
occurrence on the interrogative pronoun followed by a quick falling intonation on the rest
of the statement. The interrogative pronoun, no matter what its position in the statement,

is made significant by the higher beginning and by a quick fall on everything.

82. xaro-si axa i o-af -i

[ I

dog - DEF where 3 -go- PFV
*Where did the dog go?’

83.ise  mo-nudi mandahe—si i - K'ub - t - i

she what-for door- DEF 3-close- F — PFV

"Why did she close the door?”

As the above examples, interrogative pronouns give attention on a specific item.

However: falling intonation also prevail on interrogatives which don’t have interrogative
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pronoun. In this case the speaker claims a center of attention like the following

illustrations.

84.iso jaje tususa dabdabe i -na-taf —i-m

he mother his letter 3- to—write —PFV-Q

‘Has he written a letter to his mother?”

85. isunde dalabdo - si xama i - likase- m

they  night- DEF  there 3 - spend - Q

"Have they spent the night there?”

The falling intonation indicating centers of attention and has an implication of finality.

To conclude, Allete has interrogation intonation. Rising intonation generally implies that
the speaker considers them to be incomplete by themselves, and needing
supplementation. The primary meaning of falling intonation indicating centers of
attention and has an implication of finality. Content interrogatives, in Allete, are characterized

by a peak occurring on the interrogative pronoun followed by a rapidly falling intonation.

5.3. Echo Questions

Interrogative constructions such as yes/no interrogatives, content interrogatives and
intonations are elaborated as much as possible. This section considers in much more

detail issues of echo questions. Echo questions, in Allete, can be constructed from
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different types of sentence: one in which a preceding sentence is repeated. and the other

is one in which a wh- expression replaces part of the stimulus.

Let’s observe the following examples.

86.
a. ise pappaa i - las -t - i
she tomato 3-sell- F - PFV
*She has sold a tomato.’
b. ise pappaa i - las-t - i
she tomato 3 —sell - F=PFV
*She has sold a tomato?’
Lit. Do you mean *She has sold a tomato?’
c. ise mo i -las- t - i

she what 3 -sell- F- PFV

‘She has sold what?’

The above examples demonstrate that echo questions are constructed from other clause
types (declarative) and also used if somebody or the hearer is not sure about what the
speaker saying. In (86b) shows the preceding utterance is repeated and (86¢) is one in

which a wh-expression replaces part of the stimulus,

5.3.1. Echo Question on Declaratives

If the sentence is declaratives, the echoes are usually repeating the whole part of the

preceding utterance of the former speaker.

87.
a. ise je - las - u
she NEG - sell - PFV
*She didn’t sell.”
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b. ise je-las - u
she NLEG - sell- PFV -
‘She didn’t sell?”

Lit. Do you mean “She didn’t sell”?”

88.
4. ano maxana - si - si an - bitam - 1
[ car - DEF -ACC | - buy - PFV
‘I have bought the car.’
b. ano maxana - si- si an - bitam - i

| car - DEF- ACC - buy-PFV
*I have bought the car?’

Lit. Do you mean ‘I have bought the car?”’

The example in (87b) and (88b) show echo questions for a declarative sentence will have
two massages, on one occasion as an acknowledgment and another as a higher-level

clarification of the original utterance.

Both interrogatives and echo question may be answered either in the affirmative or in the

negative. Let’s examine the following:

89.
a. ?aso i -qot- i
aso 3 - dig—PFV
‘Aso dug.’

b. ?aso i-qot- i
aso 3 - dig- PFV
*Aso dug?’

c. axaj

‘No’
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90.
c. gelase i - xad - i
gelase 3 - climb - PFV

‘Gelase climbed.”

d. gelase i - xad - i
gelase 3 - climb- PFV

‘Gelase climbed?’

€. €c

“Yes’

According to the above examples. echo questions from declaratives are not characterized
by the interrogative particle —m even if the relation of their structures is similar.
Contrasting the declaratives as in (87a), (88a), (89a) and (90a), they applied a falling
intonation nevertheless in echo declaratives as in (87b), (88b), (89b) and (90b), they

applied rising intonation.

5.3.2. Echo Question on Interrogatives

Let’'s examine Allete echo questions both on yes/no interrogatives and content

interrogatives. First, Let us consider on yes/no interrogatives.

91.
a. gale jito - si i - ji-t- i-m
galle food-DEF 3 — eat - F- PFV -Q
‘Did Galle eat the food?’
b. gale jito—si i —ji-t— i-m

galle food —DEF 3 - eat— F-PFV-Q

‘Did Galle eat the food?”
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Lit. Did you mean. "did Galle eat the food?”

92.
a. iso i -odaj -a - m
he 3 —come -~ IPFV-Q
‘Does he come?”
b. iso i -odaj—a-m

he 3 —come — IPFV-Q
‘Does he come?’

Lit. Do you mean, “does he come?’

The examples in yes/no interrogatives of (91a) and (92a) and yes/no echo question as in
(91b) and (92b) have resemblance on the structure of the sentence. However; they have
difference on the picking of intonation. Yes/no echo interrogatives usually use rising

intonation

Let’s see the wh- echo questions

93.
a. [ambo -de- si  axa i - hida-de
boy - PL - DEF Where 3 — play - PL
*Where did the boys play?’

b. fambi - de - si axa i - hida- de
boy - PL-DEF where 3 - play - PL
‘Where did the boys play?’

Lit. Did you mean, ‘where the boy play?”
94.
a. ato mo a- tudi
you what 2 - drink

“What do you drink?”’
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b. ato mo a- tu(i
you what 2 -drink
"What do you drink?”

Lit. Do you mean “what do you drink?”

The illustration in (93a) and (94a) with (93b) and (94b) on the above shows that wh- echo

questions commonly used when the hearer sure about what the speaker saying.

Echo questions in content or the yes/no interrogative can have a result of astonishment, if

the hearer can not trust his ears.

95.
a. ato odaj - a-m
you come — [PFV-Q
*Will you come?’
b. ato odaj- a- m
you come — [PFV-Q
*Will you come?’
Lit. Do you mean ‘will you come?’
96.

a. Xisa mo
these what

“What are these?’

b. xisa mo
these what
‘What are these?’

Lit. Do you mean ‘what are these?’
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5.3.3. Echo Question on Imperative

Echo question on imperatives also is also possible in the language the same as the

preceding section. However in this section the question particle - m is not used.

97.
a.  maxna- si adin -t -a
car - DEF take — F- IPFV
*Take the car!”
b. maxna - si adin-t — a
car - DEF  take - F- IPFV
“Take the car?’
Lit. Do you mean ‘Take the car?’
98.

a. olo dJutadi
NEG smoke

‘Do not smoke!”

b. olo dutadi
NEG smoke
‘Do not smoke?’

Lit. Do you mean ‘Do not smoke?”

The above examples shows that echo imperatives as in (97b) and (98b) have no

difference structure compare to the utterance except the rising intonation.
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5.3.4. Echo Question on Exclamation

Echo question on exclamatory can also be applied as the same as the other clause type.

99.
a. ise nat’ibe het'a i - odas - t - i
she result good 3 - score - F — PFV
*She has scored good result.”
b. het’a
*Good!”
c. het’a
‘Good?”
Lit. Do you mean “Good?’
100.

a. iso xolaso bare i - xolas - i
he answer right 3 - give- PFV

‘He gave the right answer.’

b. bare!
‘Right!”

¢. bare
‘Right?”

Lit. Do you mean ‘Right?’
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101.
a. ise jito  sora i - dadi -t - i
she food delicious 3 - cook - F- PFV

*She cooked a delicious food.’

b. sora!

‘Delicious!”

c. sora
‘Delicious?’

Lit. Do you mean “Delicious?’

According to the data, echo exclamation on (99¢),(100¢) and (101c¢) take rising intonation

without its interrogatives particle but (99b),(100b) and (101b) do not.

In conclusion, echo questions, in accordance to sentence structure, are not different from
any clause type such as declaratives, content interrogatives, imperatives and exclamation.
However the only difference is picking of intonation and interrogative particle on yes/no

question.
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CHAPTER SIX

6. Summary and Conclusion

6.1. Summary

In this section | summarize the core points discussed in all the preceding chapters. The
main objective of this study is to identify and describe the interrogative constructions of

Allete.

The first chapter of the thesis contains a brief description of the people and the language,
the significance of the study, the methodology, the delimitation and previous studies on

the language.

Chapter two reviews the literature that has direct relevance to the study. Under this
chapter of several scholars on the interrogative constructions of different languages are
discussed. And we deal with Yes/No question, tag question, characteristics of
interrogation, focus, wh-movement, multiple wh-questions, classification of content

interrogative, intonation and echo question.

In the third chapter of the thesis, the general description of Yes/No question, derivation of
Yes/No question, strategies of forming Yes/No question such as reduced and conducive
questions as well as tag questions are discussed in detail. Yes/No questions in Allete are
derived from declarative sentences either by suffixing the question marker -m on the final
sentence of the verb and/or by applying a rising intonation on the clause. We have seen
that polarity and intonation play a role in determining the function of questions and tags

by implying agreement with or in doubt of the truth of propositions.

(=
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Chapter four deals with wh-question or content interrogative. Content interrogatives are
formed using one of the Wh- pronouns. The question mark —m appears in sentence-final
position of any Yes/No question; however. in the case of content interrogative this is
ungrammatical and the suffix - m is never used. The wh-pronouns are: yaha “who’, mo
‘what’, baradi “when’, axa “where’, hunda “which’, mala ‘why/how’, mei “how

many/much’.

Regarding the classification of content pronoun, the study demonstrates different classes
based on the information they elicit. yaha “who’, mo “what’, are classified under nominal
interrogative, because they are used to ask about the identity of a participant, but they
differ in [+/- human] feature. The pronoun axa “where’ is classified in the locative
pronoun and used to construct locative interrogative. baradi ‘when” is under temporal
interrogative which are used to ask the temporal events or an action. mala “/how’ is used
to construct manner of action and describe something visual so that it is classified under

adverbial. Finally, mei “how many/much’ is used for countable and uncountable nouns.

The last chapter of the analysis included intonation and Echo question. The two
intonation patterns typically associated with Yes/No question and content interrogative
were examined. And the echo questions were discussed in terms of declaratives,

interrogatives, imperatives and exclamation.

6.2. Conclusion

To conclude, in this study I have tried to describe the interrogation constructions of
Allete language. As in many languages, polar and content interrogatives show
differences. In Allete, both morphology and intonation help to distinguish the main types
of question.. In Allete language the interrogative particle ‘-m’ is always suffixed in polar
questions. The answer for Yes/No question contains a positive or negative declarative
clause preceded by Yes ‘ee’ or No ‘axay’ or may only repeat the verb. Constituents
remain in situ. Tags in non-conducive environments must agree in polarity with the

statement preceding it. Reduced interrogatives may or may not agree in polarity
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depending on the use: to signal listening or agreement with the previous speaker, or to

indicate disagreement.

The study identified that, in Allete, there is no ‘-m’ sulfix in content interrogatives. Like
in polar questions, there is no obligatory wh-phrase movement in the derivation and wh-
constituents remain in-situ. Allete allows multiple wh- feature in a single sentence. [+
human] question word is different from [-human] question words, so lexical features also
play a minor role in describing interrogatives in Allete. The language on the declarative
sentence and polar interrogative uses the Focus particle ‘kulaj’ and the other content

uestions use ‘ada’. The declarative sentence can be focused or remain neutral.
q

The choice of intonation pattern also roughly corresponds to falling and rising intonation.
A high pitch 1s associated with a lack of information or a request for confirmation
(information on the truth of a proposition). This can be either on the wh-question word in
content questions or sentence-final in polar questions. In contrast, a polar question with
falling pitch (e.g. reduced question) indicates completeness or certainty and therefore

mainly functions to confirm the speaker that he is being listened to.

Echo questions can be constructed from different types of sentence: one in which a
preceding sentence is repeated, and one in which a wh- expression replaces part of the
stimulus or the sentence of the object. Moreover, the study examines that echo questions
do not have independent syntactic structure as the result of this they reflect the structure
of the main statement. The study shows that the grammatical areas of morphology.
syntax, lexicon and intonation are all part of the description of Allete interrogative

constructions.
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