











































































































































































































































































































Therefore those efforts of the country could contribute to enhance the development of foresty

management of the country.
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Chapter Five

5. Conclusion and Recommendation

After looking at the actual undertakings, prospects and challenges, the developments and/or
failures in achieving goal seven (sustainable forestry management), the writer reaches the

following conclusions and recommendations.
5.1. Conclusions

» The commitment of the government to formulate policies and strategies and the
inculcation of MDGs in the policy documents is the commitment of the government. On
the other side the establishment of government institutions to regulate and manage the
sector is among the developments of the sector to wards achieving sustainable forestry

management in the country. "

» Though there are serious threats standing against sustainable development of forests, the
recognition of those threats with intervention schemes in state’s adaption plans to climate
change show the focus of regions to mitigate the negative effects of climate change. Even
if those regional states come up with such adaptation plans, until this research is
organized, all of them do not have regional legislation on forest conservation, utilization

and development except Oromia and SNNPR.

» The Current policy document of the country (GTP) calls for the assistance of NGOs to
build green economy and environmental actions. Development partners have been
working almost in all regional states in up scaling the level of conservation and
rehabilitation of forest resources of the country. One can understand that their roles are so
significant in the promotion of PFM, technical and financial supports, developing and
distribution of alternative energy sources, awareness creation and advocacy services. But

only some known NGOs are working on environment.

373 See Mellese Damtie and Mohammud Abdulahi, Supra Note 274, P.160.
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Despite of the fact that the administration of justice is one of the crucial issues in the
process of achieving sustainable forestry management and environmental sustainability at
large, justice organs (police, prosecutors and courts) do not as such consider forest

offences as very much harmful and serious.

The various bio-carbon incentives and projects in different regional states contribute not
only for rehabilitation, and increasing the forest density of the country but also important
to develop the couniry’s economy by attracting such types of projects and enormous

amounts of carbon fund for the country.

We observe that there is no any regulation to implement Forest Conservation,
Development and Utilization Proclamation (Proclamation No. 542/2007).Even if such
draft regulation is prepared by the MOA and advocated by NGOs (Melca-Ethiopia, Farm-

Africa and others) and submitted to the Council of Ministers, it is not yet approved.

The other conclusion remark can be investment and settlement related problems. In spite
of its importance, illegal settlements for better farm land and animal grazing have been
causing serious threats to the forest ecosystem of the country. On the other side, though
the current policy of the country promotes investment, due to the gaps and
implementation problems, dense natural forests are destructed in the pretext of some
investment projects. Here the writer can conclude that there is disparity and gap between
the objective of investment policy and Impact Assessment Legislation since some of the
existing investment projects are known to cause irreversible deforestation and destruction

of forests.

Although there are meaningful efforts towards meeting the goal, the sector has been
facing so many challenges and problems in which forests and related resources have been
over utilized and eroded from time to time due to various destructive forces mainly
anthropogenic /human pressure and related factors. Government forestry administration

and management practices have been decentralized and the responsibilities to manage
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and administer forest resources have been devolved to the regional governments. They
have little capacity to shoulder these challenging responsibilities and could not control
deforestation. ™ Moreover, institutions which are involved in natural resource
conservation and development have had weak interaction and integration even though it
is necessary for the formulation of effective plans and strategies. Priorities, plans and
strategies are formulated independently within the different sectors are often conflicting
and some of them do not consider the importance of sustainable forestry
environment.’ > Therefore such negative factors for sure hinder back the efforts towards

achieving the goal.

» In the due course of analyzing this research, the forestry sector is organized at case team
level under Natural Resources Management Directorate. The team is suffering from not
only lack of professionals but also the necessary budget. There is no any Woody Biomass
Inventory Unit even if the forestry management sector needs to handle one of these basic
tasks. We can see that all these problems bring about lack of consistent forestry
management system in the country. Due to all these problems, controversial figures and
reports are available on the sector. In relation to EPA and regional entities, we can also
say that due to lack of capacity and lack of enough budgets, their duties are not
undertaken as effectively as possible. So we can say that the sector is not given much

more recognition despite its wider importance.

Considering all the above important points and explanations, one can conclude that Ethiopia has
been showing some sort of effort (development) and commitment in contextualizing sustainable
forestry management and the issues of PFM in her policy and legal documents including
establishing institutions. But due to those constraints and serious problems faced at all level, the
effort towards achieving the goal cannot escape from such difficulty. Therefore the expected
achievements are not as such simple and obtainable in the country. Here we can conclude that
due to the points stated above, the country’s forestry sector hasn’t reached at its sustainable level

to achieve Goal Seven.

374 See Mellese Damtie and Mohammud Abdulahi, Supra Note 274, P.161.
375 See Mellese Damtie and Mohammud Abdulahi, Supra Note 274, P.161
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5.2. Recommendations

Based on the research findings, much more effort and commitment need to be taken to scale up
the conservation, utilization and management of the sector to reach at its sustainable level. Thus

it will be very important to take in to account the following recommendations.

» The Ministry should be committed enough to coordinate and implement the
administration and management of country’s forests. It should reconsider the forestry
management team should be equipped with all necessary professionals and budget. In
addition the team should also incorporate Woody Biomass Inventory Unit for effective
implementation. It is also quite important that the Council of Ministers should approve
and endorse the respective regulation to facilitate the implementation of Proclamation

No. 542/2007.

» Regional states should issue their own forest conservation, development and utilization
legislations. In their legislations they should give recognition to the three types of forest
resource ownership namely state forest, private forest and community forest so as to
facilitate private forests at the backyard and community forests through PFM.
Accordingly justice organs (prosecutors, polices and courts) and the community should

not be reluctant to bring those offenders before justice for the respective penalty.

» Bio-carbon projects and PFM activities should get advanced and developed in many other
areas and regional states too since the country’s climate, soil type, weather humidity,
distribution of rain fall, availability of water and other related factors are so good and
friendly. In order to achieve sustainable forestry management, afforestation and
reforestation programs should also be employed in all regions including arid and semi-

arid ones utilizing the highly available irrigable water resources of the country.

» The regulatory capacity of EPA and regional entities should be developed in executing
Impact Assessment Legislation. Before an investment plan is approved and investment

land is given, the impact of that investment should be evaluated. It should also be

97



reviewed even after the establishment of that project. In this respect, the existing
investments on high forests like Gumare, North Omo and Sheka should be supervised
again since they are causing irreversible loss to our immense biodiversity value especially
to our forests. Those investment projects should respect the country’s policies and protect
those natural forests they should undertake their duties while balancing the existence
those natural forests. On the other side all concerned bodies should take actions to
mitigate those adverse effects. Accordingly for proper endorsement and implementation
of the country’s environmental policies, laws and regulations, there should be strong
coordination and linkage among concerned government organs, NGOs and civil societies

working on such area.

> Awareness creation campaign has also be made at all level to drastically change bad
cultures and habits of destroying forests for different purposes and even without reason.
Therefore such activity should also be mainstreamed to conserve and develop trees in
their communities and surroundings. Cultural and traditional institutions like “’Gada”
system and others should be promoted and given legal recognition to enhance the
regulation of the use of natural resources and maintaining peace among the multitude of
users. Their role of maintaining and protecting their environment is so prominent since
they can easily influence and coordinate the local community.’’®Along with this, illegal
settlement should be controlled through creating linkage among government, civil
societies and cultural institutions to balance with the need of migrating community and

the environment.

» The roles of micro finance institutions are so high in changing the livelihoods of peoples
especially poor and women dependent on the cutting down and selling of firewood and
charcoal. Those financial institutions have been contributing a lot in supporting those
groups of peoples to engage in environmental friendly activities like bee keeping, animal
husbandry, poultry production and related activities. In addition, their roles are also

extended to the extent of ensuring sustainable forest management, distribution,

376 See FfE Occasional Report, Supra Note 255, P.33.
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propagation and localization of alternative energy sources like bio-gas technology,
energy saving chimneys, agro-fuels and mud bricks. Therefore they should be promoted
and distributed especially to the places where the rate deforestation is so high. So
employment of alternative energy sources should be supported and promoted at large.
Thus the existing and the newly established micro finance institutions should be
encouraged to sustain the country’s forests. It is also equally important to reconsider and

mitigate the limitations imposed on those NGOs working on environmental activities.
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Annex

Date:

Interview Questions

10.

11.

Please mention the institution you are working for.

Your full name, working position and title in the institution?

Is there any standard or base line in which one can measure the achievement or failure in
meeting sustainability of forestry management specific to the institution or otherwise?

If so, what are those baselines or standards?

Do you have any experience and causality in which offenders against environment
(illegal cutting of trees) are punished so that forests are protected better? Or do you have
any experience in which this issue is brought before courts?

If not, what are the possible reasons?

So far the issue of environment and forestry management aspects are given emphasis in
the development plans(PASDEP and GTP) referring MDG as an objective to be attained
during those plan periods, Can we observe any achievement in light of the specific
aspects of meeting MDGs especially Goal Seven ?

To what extent do the institution (MOA or EPA) and other regional entities work in
achieving Goal Seven of MDG especially with forestry management? What have been
done in the last 12 years in the PASDEP and GTP to achieve the intended goal especially
in forestry management?

What is to be done until 2015 to achieve the goal? And what are the efforts done to
achieve the GTP targets on environment and climate change especially with regard to
sustaining forest resources in Ethiopia?

Do you have coordination and relation with government institutions like EPA, IBA,
MOA and Development partners (NGOs) working on environmental issues especially in
the management of forests?

If so, what are those development partners? And what are their roles?
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2. Can you mention forestry plot lands and areas of afforestation CDM, REDD and
REDD+ projects in which the efforts of government and related institutions is executed in
enhancing forestry distribution and related plant ecosystem?

. How do you evaluate the roles and the degrees of special enabling legislation and
program to undertake such concern?

Ii Could you mention the challenges of the sector?

1i How do you evaluate the enforcement mechanism in relation to natural resource and
forest conservation? What are the gaps?

16 What are the roles of government institutions of regional states with regard to forestry
management? Or are they granted with specific mandates to undertake, implement and
enforce those aspects?

17.-What should be done for the better achievement forestry management?

18. Which executive organs and institutions of government supposed to have responsibility
in natural resource conservation and forestry management? What would be better? Do
you comment any other better arrangement so as to conserve and manage forests better?

19.By virtue of article 23 of Proclamation No 542/2007, the Ministry is empowered to issue
legulations and directives for the proper implementation of the Proclamation (list of
tndangered species, list of quantity of forest products with respect to transport permits
and the like),do we have those regulations and if so how they are executed?

20. Is there anything done or to be done at large to permanently change the livelihood of
those dependent on the cutting and using of trees for different purposes?

21.Do you have special organizational arrangement - specific to conservation and
Management of forests? What about regional entities?

22. Do you see the roles of other sectorial and cross sectorial legislations like Proclamations
on Environmental Impact Assessment, Environmenta] Pollution Control and the like in
supporting forestry management aspects? If so please say something on the roles.

23. Is there any thing you would like to add or say in addition to what we have discussed so
far?

Thanks a lot for your sincere
cooperation in devoting your time!!!
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