




















































































































































































TI: language problem (language proficiency) is the main factor of students' group discussion. 

Fear is also anotherlo'actor. Most students fear that they would commit a mistake. They 

thought "if I make a mistake the students will laugh at me" . Fearing the joke from their 

peers, the students chose silence than to speak what they feel. Therefore, fear (shame) and 

language problem are the two serious problems usually affect students' effective group 

discussion. 

M: Do you think students' social background affects their participation in group work? How? 

TI: Yes. Especially rural students fear to participate freely. They tend to keep themselves si lent. 

Because their family and social background allow them not to speak freely. 

M: What roles do you play during group work learning? 

II: During students' group discussion, I usually move around the students and check whether 

they are properly discuss ing or not. In addition, I also check whether all members are 

participating or not. But I don ' t interfere in their discussion unless they ask me to help 

them. But I give guidance for each group and offer help whenever necessary. 

M: What do you expect of students during group discussion? 

TI: - to be committed for their learning 
- speak what they feel freely 
- feel as a group, not as an individual 
- be active listener 
- write what they hear, because, unless they record what they have heard, it is difficult to 

remember after times. It will also be helpful to refer at home once again. 

5.2 Interview with teacher 2 

M (Mehari): How often do you use group work strategy in your English language 

classroom? Why? 

T2(teacher 2): Most of the time, but not always. Because, all the contents in the student's 

Textbook can not be appropriate for using group work learning. Thus, I use group 

work method whenever I believe the content of the lesson is su itable for using group 

work strategy. 

M: What do you think the advantages of group work learning over whole-class instruction? 

T2: Group work has many advantages for language learning. For example, it has the advantages 

such as: it helps students to communicate freely, promote them to share ideas among 

themsel ves etc. 

81 



M: What about disadvantages? 

T2: Disturbance; when students are given an opportunity to speak freely in groups, they tend to 

produce much noise which may disturb the class environment and even they may fail to 

listen to one another correctly in their discussion. 

M: How and on what basis do you usually assign students in to groups (attainment, age, sex, 

. . )? Wh ? Interest, mIx... . y. 

T2 : I usually use my own code (system) to assign students in to groups. For example, I propose 

names of animals in my mind such as Lion, Ostrich, Elephant, Tiger, and Crocodile etc and 

ask students to call one of these names. Thus, the students wi ll be assigned in to groups 

accordingly, i.e. students who call the same names are going to sit together to fo rm a group. 

I made this because, if students are given much freedom to form groups on their own 

interest, friends or students who have simi lar needs may sit together. In this case, these 

students may talk another issue of their own other than what they have been given. 

M: What is the number of students you usually include in a group? Why? 

T2: 6-8. Because, the class size is very large; more than 60 students. Therefore, it is difficult to 

group students in to a group of 4 or 5, though it was better to give them enough chance to 

express their opinion. 

M: Do you think that a group should have a leader? 

T2: Yes. A group should have a group leader to organize the group activities as well as the 

group members. 

M: Who will elect the group leader? 

T2: Members of the group usually allowed to elect their own leader. The group leader will help 

the group to organize group tasks, and members of the group. 

M: Do you provide extra learning materials other than student's textbooks for students? 

T2: No. But most of the time I advise them to refer to the li brary or to buy other books which 

can help them to learn English. 

M: Do you allow suffi cient time for students' group discussion? 

T2: Yes. 

M: How do you like the seating arrangement of students to be? Why? 

T2: In circles. Because seating in circles help students to discuss face-lo-face. 

M: Do you design easy or challenging (debating) tasks for group di scussion? Why? 
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T2: Very difficult tasks usually keep students silent, while very easy tasks create boring too. 

Medium (challenging) tasks however, help students to debate or communicate actively. 

This helps them to practice English freely. 

M: What factors do usually affect group discussions in your classroom? 

T2: Fear, (usually female students) and language problem are the factors mostly influence 

students ' group interaction. 

M: Do you think students ' social background affects their participation in group work 

discussion? How? 

T2: Yes. It affects students very much! Because, there are many students in my class who are 

orphan, came from very poor family and the like. They tend to focus not on their academic 

learning, but on their life outside (at home). When they are in the classroom, they usually 

bother about their social life. Because, 

- there is no one who can attend to their activities (at home) 

- they have very serious problems economically. 

M: What roles do you play during group work learning? 

T2: Move around them and offer them help when necessary. 

- monitor group discussion 

- motivate students 

- ask students to report back what they have discussed about 

- check the parliamentary process (participation of all members in decision) of the group 

discussion 

M: What do you expect of students during group discussion? 

T2: Accomplish tasks based on teacher's instruction and based on the lesson objective. In 

addition, I expect students to be active participants in their group discussion. 

5.3 Interview with teacher 3 

M (Mehari): How often do you use group work strategy in your English language 

classroom? Why? 

T3(teacher 3): I used group work strategy sometimes. I can not use group work always (in every 

lesson). Because, some contents of the student ' s textbook are n·ot suitable to teach using 
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group work learning. For example, writing and reading lessons are not comfortable to learn 

or teach through group work strategy. 

M: What do you think the advantages of group work learning over whole-class instruction? 

T3: Group work helps students to share knowledge among themselves. It is also more important 

for less active learners or for those who are shy to speak freely. 

M: What about disadvantages? 

T3: Group work allows students to produce much noise . Because, if students have given more 

freedom to communicate freely, they tend to speak as loudly as they like. This disturbs the 

whole classroom discussion. Therefore, production of unnecessary noise is one 

disadvantage of group work learning. 

M: How and on what basis do you usually assign students in to groups (attainment, age, sex, 

. .)? Wh ? mterest, mix.... y. 

T3: I assign students in to groups randomly. But I usually consider sex (mixing boys and girls 

together). This is to help female students which are mostly the passive participants in the 

classroom discussion. 

M: What is the number of students you usually include in a group? Why? 

T3: 5 students. Because, if more than 5 students are allowed to sit together, they may talk on an 

issue of their own than on the given classroom task. In addition, it will be very difficult for 

them to reach at a one final conclusion as their ideas are various as their number. On the 

other hand, if they are less than 5 they may not produce enough idea. Therefore, to me, a 

group of 5 is better size for students to discuss productively. 

M: Do you think that a group should have a leader? 

T3: Yes. It is necessary for a group to have a group leader to shape their discussion. 

M: Who will elect the group leader? 

T3: Members of the group usually elect their leader. 

M: Do you provide extra learning materials other than student's textbooks for students? 

T3: No. what kind of material can we (teachers) provide? I don't understand that the kind of 

material to be provided for the students other than their textbooks. Because, the syllabus 

provides a material (the textbook) that the curriculum designers believed as helpful enough. 

M: Do you allow suffic ient time for students ' group discussion? 

T3 : Yes. I usually ask them whether they have finished their work or not. 
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M: How do you like the seating arrangement of students to be? Why? 

T3: In circles. Because, people understand more when they communicate face-to-face. 

Because, people usually understand the message from the lip movement of a speaker. For 

example, we (people) comprehends better when we li sten to a Television than to Radio 

broadcast. 

M: Do you design easy or challenging (debating) tasks for group discussion? Why? 

T3: Medium (not very easy and not very difficult as well). Yes ! challenging tasks. Because, 

challenging tasks encourage students to discuss actively. When students debattlm an issue, 

they can develop their speaking skill which is the major goal of language learning. 

M: What factors do usually affect group di scussions in your classroom? 

T3: language problem, lack of interest, lack of purpose to learn, students background etc 

M: Do you think students' social background affects their participation in group work 
discussion? How? 

T3: Yes. Some students who are naturally silent (even at home) due to family behavior usually 

come to be very passive in the classroom as well. Most of the time these kinds of students 

can not speak unless the teacher asks them to answer a question. 

M: What roles do you play during group work learning? 

T3: Move around the groups and ask them if they need any help. Help students, ask questions, 

check the participation of all group members etc. 

M: What do you expect of students during group discussion? 

T3: -Participate actively in the group di scussion 

- help each other 

- ask if they face any problem and speak freely etc. 

5.4 Interview with teacher 4 

M (Mehari): How often do you use group work strategy in your Engli sh language 

classroom? Why? 

T4(teacher 4): Ideally, I want to use group work strategy usually. But due to shortage of time I 

implement group work once a week. In addition to shortage of time, when I arrange the 

desks and chairs for group work discuss ion once, by the next day I got the chairs and desks 

arranged in the way students can sit in rows. Therefore, I can not use group work usually 

since it is difficult to arrange chairs and desks every day. This problem forced me not to use 
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group work strategy always. Because, arranging tables and chairs in circles may consume 

much time. 

M: What do you think the advantages of group work learning over whole-class instruction? 

T4: Group work learning helps students to get what they don't know, from their friends. It also 

develops students' speaking skill. 

M: What about disadvantages? 

T4: - Disturbance, i.e. much noise, 

It is time consuming, especially to arrange the classroom situation. Because the 

total amount of time given for instruction is only 40 minutes. 

M: How and on what basis do you usually assign students in to groups (attainment, age, sex, 

. .)? Wh ? Interest, mix ... . y . 

T4: I usually assign students in to groups randomly. For example, I call roll numbers randomly 

and students will be assigned in to groups based on the number they chose (call). But I 

don't use permanent grouping. I always use flexible grouping technique. 

M: What is the number of students you usually include in a group? Why? 

T4: 5-6. Because more or less than this size can not be productive. They can either produce 

unsatisfactory ideas or all students can not get enough chance to participate. 

M: Do you think that a group should have a leader? 

T4: Yes. 

M: Who will elect the group leader? 

T4: The group leader is usually.elected by group members. 

M: Do you provide extra learning materials other than student' s textbooks for students? 

T4: No. Because I have no economic capacity to do that. There is also no access in the school. 

M: Do you allow sufficient time for students' group discussion? 

T4: Yes. I usually try to give students enough time for group di scussion. 

M: How do you like the seating arrangement of students to be? Why? 

T4: Circle. Face-to-face interaction helps students to understand more. 

M: Do you design easy or challenging (debating) tasks for group discussion? Why? 

T4: I don't decide on the difficulty of the group task. It depends on the lesson in the student' s 

textbook. 

M: What factors do usually affect group discussions in your classroom? 
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T4: poor classroom arrangement due to different interests among different teachers. That is, as 

I tried to explain before (see question I above), different teachers arrange the desks and 

chairs according to thei r own teaching preference. Therefore, the classroom arrangement of 

one teacher may not be su9itable for me or any body else. In this case the classroom 

arrangement I have done today will not be kept intact for tomorrow. This is somewhat 

tiresome and time consuming. 

- students' lack of language proficiency. 

- silent (less active) students usually keep themselves out of the discussion etc. 

M: Do you think students' social background affects their participation in group work 

discussion? How? 

T4: There are many students who are orphan and come from very poor family. Therefore, since 
these students are usually come to class being hungry and stressed, they usually tend to be 
passive during group discussion. Because, they are already get bored with their life outside 
the class (at home). 

M: What roles do you play during group work learning? 
T4: move around the groups and check whether they are discussing on the issue or not. 

- motivate them to actively discuss on the given task. 
- ask them if they face any problem etc. 

M: What do you expect of students during group discussion? 

T4: I expcct studcnts to participate or discuss actively on the classroom task I have already 

given them. 

5.5 Interview with teacher 5 

M (Mehari): How often do you use group work strategy in your English language 

classroom? Why? 

T5(teachr 5): I know or believe that I should use group work strategy always in my English 

language classroom. But due to shortage of time or since I can not cover the contents of in 

student' s textbook in such method, I currently implement group work usually but not 

always. Because, I know that there is no better method than peer teaching (group work) for 

English language learning. 

M: What do you think the advantages of group work learning over whole-class instruction? 

T5: There are many advantages of group work learning. For example, 

- promote students to use the language (English) 

- share ideas among themselves. 
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- help each other etc. 

M: What about disadvantages? 

TS: It is time taking. i.e. 40 minutes time is very little for group work learning. It is difficult 

and impossible for a teacher to allow all students to report back their group results 

(findings) in this case. 

M: How and on what basis do you usually assign students in to groups (attainment, age, sex, 

interest, mix ... )? Why? 

TS: I allow students to form a group on their own interest, but I usually info rm them to form a 

mixed group especially in terms of sex and learning ability (academic achievement). If I 

observe that only active participant students sit together, I try to separate them and mix 

others who are less able with them. 

M: What is the number of students you usually include in a group? Why? 

TS: 4 students. Because, as you have observed the classroom, the desks are not suitable for 

students to sit in circles. There seat is made up of straight desks. Therefore, more than 4 

students can not sit in circle. They can not li sten to one another. But if 4 students are 

allowed to form a group they can sit face-to-face with two people on one side and two 

others on the other (opposite to them). 

M: Do you think that a group should have a leader? 

TS: Yes. 

M: Who will elect the group leader? 

TS: The leader of the group is elected by the members of the group. Because, they know to each 

other better. They know that who can organize them better. But I don't allow groups to 

have permanent group leaders. Rather I prefer all students to be group leaders, but not in a 

formal turn-taking system. A student who is not interested should not be a group leader. 

M: Do you provide extra learning materials other than student's textbooks for students? 

TS: I don't provide students extra learning material s other than thei r textbooks, but I usually 

advise them to refer to other materials in the library and to buy other helping books. 

M: Do you allow suffi cient time for students' group di scussion? 

TS: Yes. I usuall y wait until they finish their work. 

M: How do you like the seating arrangement of students to be? Why? 

TS: In circles. Because, when students sit in circles they can better listen to each other. 
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M: Do you design easy or challenging (debating) tasks for group discussion? Why? 

T5: Before deciding on the difficulty of the task, there is one important thing to be taken in to 

consideration. That is, first of all you should identify your learners. The first step in 

providing group tasks should be identifying the level and capability of the students. For 

example, if your students are less able in language skills, you should provide them with 

easy tasks. Secondly and generally, for any kind of learners, you should give easy tasks 

first to motivate them and then challenging tasks to discuss hotly. This helps to motivate 

students for group discuss ion. Because, if a teacher gives them difficult task at the 

beginning, the students may hate not only the di scussion but also the teacher even. 

Therefore, to motivate students' interest the teacher should give them easy tasks first and 

when they have already being motivated he/she can add other tasks which are challenging 

than the first one. 

M: What factors do usually affect group discussions in your classroom? 

T5: Yes. Most students are poor. The environment is also very hot. As the students have 

problem of clothing, they don't feel comfort in the classroom. This leads to for absency of 

most students from the class. The absency in turn results boring for the rest of the groups. 

Seating in groups, they think and speak about their li ves outside. 

- lack of language proficiency 

- poor relation ship among students 

- lack of aim to learn 

- use of mother tongue etc. 

M: Do you think students' social background affects their participation in group work 

discussion? How? 

T5: Yes. When they are in the classroom, they are reluctant to discuss. This may resulted from 

the discomfort out side, i.e. they usually think about the life at home. 

M: What roles do you play during group work learning? 

T5: Move around and help them when they need . Generally, I try to be as a facilitator, not 
another else. 

M: What do you expect of students during group di scuss ion? 
T5: - li sten to one another 

- participate active ly 
- avoid fear and speak free ly 
- dare to use English during the discussion etc. 
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APPENDIX 6 

Students' Interview Guide 

6.1 Interview with student 1 

M (Mehari):Do you like to learn through group work strategy? Why? 

SI(student 1):Yes. Group work helps us to share ideas and knowledge. Because, we all students 

have not equal knowledge and ability. 

M: How many students do you want to be in one group for discussion? Why? 

S I: We usually allowed forming a group of 6-8. I think this may be based on the class size. 

Since our class size is very large, our teacher may be forced to use large group size. But as 

to me a group of 5 students is better for group discussion. Because, as group size increases, 

the members tend to forget the aim of group learning and talk on other issues out of the 

given group task. 

M: Do you want to be group leader? Why? 

SI: Yes. Because, it gives me personal satisfaction as I share knowledge with others 

- it increases commitment to learn and to help others learn 

- when you are a leader you will listen to every members ' ideas attentively. This 

helps to gain much knowledge from others. 

M: What problems have you ever face when discussing in groups? 

S I: - language problem 

- lack of (words) vocabulary to speak English very well 

- conflict (disagreement) as varieties of ideas produced from different Students etc. 

M: How do you like your seating arrangement to be? Why? 

SI: Yes, in circles. Because, face-to-face interaction increases understanding. 

M: Do you want easy or challenging tasks for group discussion? Why? 

SI: Some what difficult, yes what you call challenging, to debate. Because, if tasks are very 

easy or very difficult, it will be boring, but challenging tasks motivate to communicate 

using English. 

M: Do yo u believe that your social backgrounds influence your participation during group 

discussion? How? 
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S I: Yes. If one is usually not allowed to speak freely at home, the same behavior will be 

reflected by him/her in the classroom. In addition, if a student mostly play football at home 

(out side the classroom), he/she thinks about football even when he/she is in a class. If a 

student also has not an experience to discllss in different clubs, parties etc, he/she may face 

difficulty in discussing in groups in the classroom. 

6.2 Interview with student 2 

M (Mehari): Do YOll like to learn through group work strategy? Why? 

Sl(student 2):Yes. Because, it helps us to develop our relation ship. It also uses to exchange 

ideas. 

M: How many students do you want to be in one group for discussion? Why? 

S 1: 5. because more than 5 is not interesting. 

M: Do you want to be group leader? Why? 

S 1: Yes. Because, I like to help others. 

M: What problems have you ever face when discussing in groups? 

SI: language problem, fear (especially female students) etc. 

M: How do you like your seating arrangement to be? Why? 

S I : face-to -face, because, it helps us listen to one another better. 

M: Do you want easy or challenging tasks for group discussion? Why? 

S I: Debating (yes challenging). Because, it encourages students to communicate more and very 

actively. 

M: Do you believe that your social backgrounds influence your participation during group 

discussion? How? 

S 1: Yes. Naturally silent students are usually passive during group di scussion. 

6.3 Interview with student 3 

M (Mehari): Do you like to learn through group work strategy? Why? 

S3(student 3):Yes. Because, it helps us to communicate more. 

M: How many students do you want to be in one group for discussion? Why? 

S3: 4-5, to help each other. 

M: Do you want to be group leader? Why? 
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S3: Yes. Even I am a group leader currently. Because, 

- It gives me confidence to participate during the di scussion. 

- to help others 

- to gain knowledge from others etc. 

M: Who elect the group leader? Is the leader permanent? 

S3: Members of the group elect their leaders. But it is not permanent, they can 

change whenever they want. 

M: What problems have you ever face when discussing in groups? 

S3: Boring, especially when some students keep themselves silent. 

M: How do you like your seating arrangement to be? Why? 

S3 : face-to - face, to hear what others say correctly. 

M: Do you want easy or challenging tasks for group discussion? Why? 

S3 : Difficult, to practice speaking skill. 

M: Do you believe that your social backgrounds influence your participation during group 

di scussion? How? 

S3: Yes. It results absency of students. Therefore, when students are absent, their relationship 

falls. 

6.4 Interview with student 4 (female) 

M (Mehari): Do you like to learn through group work strategy? Why? 
I 

S4(student 4):Yes. It uses to help each other. 

M: How many students do you want to be in one group for di scussion? Why? 

S4: 5. more than 5 may create disagreement on ideas. 

M: Do you want to be group leader? Why? 

S4: NO. Because, I usually fear to speak English. Therefore, I prefer to be a member than a 

group leader. 

M: Who elect the group leader? 

S4: Members. 

M: What problems have you ever face when discussing in groups? 

S4: - disagreement as di fferent ideas come from different students. 

- shortage of time for group di scussion etc. 
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M: How do you like your seating arrangement to be? Why? 

S4: In circle. To discuss face-to-face. Because, face-to-face discussion increases 

understanding. 

M: Do you want easy or challenging tasks for group di scussion? Why? 

S4: It is better if tasks are some what difficult. But not very difficult. 

M: Do you believe that your social backgrounds influence your participation during group 

discussion? How? 

S4: Yes. Because, most students reflect what they habitually acquire at home. Therefore, 

if students are naturally silent at home, they will be very silent in the classroom as 

well 

6.5 Interview with student 5 

M (Mehari) : Do you like to learn through group work strategy? Why? 

S5(student 5):Yes. Because, it uses to share knowledge and experience. 

M: How many students do you want to be in one group for discussion? Why? 

S5: 5. I prefer to discuss in a small group size. 

M: Do you want to be group leader? Why? 

S5: Yes. It uses to develop the ability to speak. I am personall y very happy to 

help others in learning. 

M: Who elect the group leader? 

S5 Group members. 

M: What problems have you ever face when discussing in groups? 

S5: Disagreement, i.e. some students needs to change the issue for discuss ion. But some 

others defend this idea. This creates di sagreement among them and the class time 

will finish without di scussion as a result. 

M: How do you like your seating arrangement to be? Why? 
S5 : In circle. Because, when we sit face-to-face , we can understand and li sten to 

each other better. 
M: Do you want easy or challenging tasks for group discussion? Why? 
S5: It is better to di scuss on medium (not easy and not very difficult tasks). This 

kind of tasks help to discuss acti ve ly. 
M: Do you believe that yo ur social backgrounds influence your participation during group 

discussion? How? 
S5 : Yes. Most students in the classroom behave the same as they behave at home. 
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APPENDIX 7 

Classroom observation check list 

Observation check list for the implementation of group work in English class 

Total number of students in the class _______ _ 

Number of students during observation, ______ _ 

Average number of students in a group ______ _ 

No, Items Yes No 

1 Does the teacher use group work strategy? 

2 Does the teacher specify instructional objectives? 

3 Are group tasks challenging? 

4 Does the teacher assign students in to groups? 

5 ,Does the teacher provide extra learning materials for students? 

6 Does the teacher allow students sufficient time for group 

discussion? 

7 Does the teacher explain group tasks clearly? 

8 Does the teacher tell students the reason for using group work? 

9 Does the teacher facilitate group cohesion? 

10 Does the teacher provide students with instructions and guidelines 

for group interaction? ....... -~-' 

11 Do students sit in circles? 

12 Are students in groups heterogeneous in terms of sex? 

13 Does the teacher invite students to ask questions? 

14 Does the teacher monitor group discussion? 

15 , Do students in groups participate actively? 

16 Does the teacher summarize students' group discuss ion? 

17 Does the teacher ask students to reflect on their group di scussion? 

18 Does the teacher give students feedback on their di scuss ion? 
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