


















































































































2.3.2 Adjectives Derived from Stative verbs 

In [(afi Noonoo adjectives a re also de rived from sla live verbs by 

su lTixation of /-6- -0--66/. Consider Lhe fo llowin g table. 

Stative Gloss Derived Gloss 
verb stems Adjectives 

a. c'e:lle- 'become red' c'e:// -6 'red' 

b. ci: ngi- 'become fat' a:ng-6: 'fat' 

c. /r '6.bini- 'become short' li:'6.bin-o 'short' 

d . gfmdJe- 'become long' gendj-o: 'long' 

e. niri- 'become raw' nir-6 'raw' 

f hilini- 'become near' k6.tin. -0 'near' 

(l . lUo lci- 'beco me far' l/!oh -Ii 'far' 

h.kiLpp'e 'become strong' leupp '-6 'strong' 

i. dalli- 'become thin' dall-a: 'thin' 

Table-19 Adjectives from Stative Verbs 

Tlli s lable shows LhaL while morphcmcs /-6- -6--66/ a1·e added in lhe 

sLul.ive verb stems, the theme vowels o f the stems arc del eted to avoid 

impermissible sequence of vowels in the de rive adjectives. The following 

senlcnces illustrate this. 

18a) Kabddi dall-e-h-e 

Kebede lhin-become- IMI'V-3SG.M 

'Kebede becomes thin' 

51 



18b) Jccibadi dill/6: u'r6 : -ne 

Kebede thin ma n -be.PRS 

'Kebede is a thin man' 

In sentence (18a) the word dalle- 'become thin' is a stative verb. But, 

whil ::: morpheme 1-66-1 is attached to this ste m, it beco mes a n adjeclive 

dcill6: 'thin' that modifies a nOLln u'r6: 'ma n' as in (18b) . 

Thus, the derivation of adjeclive is category c ha nging s ince it is derived 

from nOLln and stative verb. 

Il is possible to formulate the following WI'R to this process. 

[[X-IN! Stat.V + -el 6- -0--66] -> [XjAdj, 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3 . COMPOUNDING 

COl11po undin g refers to thc process at which "Lwo (more) e lements which 

could potentially be u sed as stems are co mbin ed to form another stem" 

(Buue r, 1983, p.28). In Ka fi Noo noo compound words ca n be formed by 

combining two words. Rega rdin g the classi fi cation, based on 

(H"Llcr, 1983) idea thaL says the norm a l way 0 1' class ify ing compound s is 

by Ille fun ction they play in a sentence as nouns, verbs, adjectives, e tc. 

th ey may be classified in Lo three: co mpound nOLin, adjective a nd 

preposition. 

3 . 1 Compound Nouns 

Compound nou n is a nou n that formcd from two idcntical or different 

lexical categories. In this language suc h compound is formed from the 

co mbination of two different nouns, and noun with adjective or verb . 

3.1.1 Noun + Noun Compounds 

OntO way of formin g compound nouns is combining two different nouns. 

In Kal'i Noonoo these nouns arc common ly used to ca ll diffe rent things 

SLi ch as instruments, p laces, discnse, co nt[lin c rs and aLhe rs . On Lhe 

oLlln hand, it is possible to categorize them in to two: endocentric and 

cx()cc nLric compound s. Thc I'allowing examples illustrate th is. 

a) Endocentric Compounds 

L':ndocentric compound refers to the compound at whic h its meaning is 

ernanated from its parts. Rega rd ing assignment of h ead Bauer (1983), 

sLutes thc following. "Encloce ntric compo und s de note a subclass of item s 

1'cJ'erred to by one of their e leme nts; this element can be treated as the 
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hc:t d of Lhe compound" (. p . :J~ ) . [n [(a fi Noo ll oo s uc h co mpo ulld s a rc Lhc 

Il'l os l com mOil . Th" follo win g [;I hl (' sh ()ws I hi s: 

--- --
Nouns Gloss Compound 

---_. 
Gloss 

Nouns 

l a . Ie'i:c'o 'materia l' leeel Ie'i:c 'o 'utensil' 

I). leet'o 'house ' 

2(1. burc'ile'o 'cup' sd:ye btirc'ik'o tea- cup 

I) . sd:yo 'tea' 

3 a. gu:d6 'rubbish' gti:di hid06 'broom' 

h.hid06 'clea ning' 

4a. t'dk'Ie'o 's tone' Vi: leleo t'd/e'Ie'o 'millstone ' 

b. Vi: leleo 'flour' 

Sa. lea me : /0 'car' leo)o ledrne:lo 'sewing mac hine' 

/;./eo)o 'sewing' 

( )n . Ie'i:c'o 'materia l' bti lee: Ie'i:c'o 'dough conLa iner' 

I). bule6: 'dough' 

7((. sd:ndu.:le'o 'box' birewee (rrl on ey box' 

I) . birew06 'money' sd:ndu:Ie'6 

R(( . le'ond6 'poL' d :c'j le'ond6 'wa ter-pot' 

I). d:c 'o 'water' 

9a. nlh06 'fa ther' leoti Itihoo 's te p-fathe r' 

I). leoso 'injera' 

I (Ju.inde: 'mothe r' leoC! inde: 's te p moth e r' 

ll. leos6 'injera' 

I I u. incie: 'mother' leeel incie: / 'wire' 

/ljenllee /ceeiqennee 

I). Icet '0 'house' 

72 a. k'e1l6 'head' k elli c 'dci6 'headache ' 

b. c'dci6 'hitting' 
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13a. ma:c 'a 's tomach ' mn:c'e so: c'a 's tomachac hc' 

b. sa:c'a 'biting' 

1 ·~l a . s imeta: 'waist' s imete leilt 'a 'back pa in ' 

b. leut'a 'cutt in g' 
• 

11) (1. ke l'i) 'hou se' 'school' 

b.dajaa 'learning' 

I ()a. balelea: 'fie ld' Kaj e bcilcka 'ba ttle fi c ld' 

b. leaja 'fighting' 

17a. leet'a 'house' gibina leel 'a 'mosque/church' 

I). gibina 'belicf' 

) 8a. leet'a 'house' Trlddje feel '6 'rcslaul'Hllt' 

I). Inaaya 'food' 
----- ---.--. . - ------_ .. _--- - --- ---

Table-20 Compound Noun s fro m Two Differe n l Nouns 

Thi s table shows that diffe rent types of compound n oun s formed from 

th e combina tion of two n oun s . The com pounds represc nted by number 

1-" Llrc instrumental compounds. Th cy a re fo rmed by combining two 

no u ns the second members of whic h a rc instrumenta l fo r the realization 

of I he thing designated by th c first mc mbe r::; . In the fo rmation of th ese 

co rnpounds, the first word fin a l vowel /-0(0) / is changed to I- if or/-e/. 

Tltnc is also ch a ngc of sound / t '/ to / e/ wh e n it appea rs at root fin a l of 

the ba se. It is difficult to state the rea son for ch a nge. 

The compounds [rom number 6-8 a re locative compound nouns . They 

call ed locative since the firs t noun re fe rring to a thing conl<lincd a nd thc 

scco nd referring to a container. 

Tlt e co mpounds represented by numbc r 9-11 a re the co mpound noun 

fun ction a s kinship term. Th ey are fo rmed by combi n in g nihaa/ inde: 
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'fatiler/mother' with other noun. Wh ile this compound is fo rmed, the last 

1'1\ \' c' l o f the I'irst IllcmiJcr ofth cc'OIllPOUl ld /ll/ ischungeci Lo / i/. 

The compound nouns represented by number 12- 14 re fer to the name of 

di sease. They are formed by combining names of certa in parts of body 

wi L! l other nouns. 

'I'll(' compound nouns from 15- 18 rde r to the location s in which different 

activ ities take p lace. For insta nce daye ket'a 'school' re fe rs to the location 

at. which the teaching learning ac tivi ties takes place. 

In t.he above compound nouns, the head is found in the right ha nd . For 

in sta nce, in the compound noun kaye bdkk6: 'battle fie ld' and kaCl indee 

'sl ep ·mother', the heads are ba /c/c6: 'fi e ld' a nd lndee 'mothe r' respective ly 

since they hold the basic mean ing of the whole compound. Regarding the 

perco la tion , based on the semantic crite rion that says "the notion head is 

crucia l in ch aracterizing the semantics of the compounds" (Selkirk, i 982, 

p. ' )2), the fea ture of the whole component pe rcolates fro m the second 

mcmber. 

Bu scd on the facts discussed so fa r, it IS possible to formulate the 

foll owing rule for compound nouns: 

bl Exocentric Compounds 

IL rci'c rs to a compound that is fo rmed fro m two nouns whose meaning is 

dilTcrcnt from the meanin g of p<l rts (B ':lLlc r, 1983, p. 35) . In Ka fi Noonoo 

s Li c h type of compound noun is rare. Consider the followin g example. 

I . t'd/c'/c'e /c'e1l6 'someone who doesn't accept advise' 

~\. /c'e1l6 'head' 

b. t'd/c'/c'6 'stone' 
56 



11 \ Ihis example the first word t'dle'Ie'o 'stone' refers to a non-animate 

Lh il\g and the second member Ie'ello 'hcad' rders to one part of body. 

Tl lt : il' combination gives a compound nOLln which has different meaning 

fn >11'1 the par ts. He nce, it IS statcd as non -hea d compound 

(Lll oomfield, 1935). 

3.1.2 Adjective + Noun Compounds 

C()lIlpound noun s are formed from the combination of adjective and 

111 ".1 1. However, iL is not productive as the previous one. In this 

corn pound the head is a noun that is found on the right s ide since it 

e;I1'1'ics the basic meaning and determines the category type. Consider 

LIl,' roi:owing examples. 

1. 1 nisa: sanbdto: 

a. 1)I1So.: (ad)) 

b . . ~anbdta: (n) 

2. 1;: 'Ji sdnbdta: 

". <J .y6(ad)) 

iJ. ,:;(mbata: (n) 

3. Ilac'c'e asa 

,I. (/cie'e'o: (ad)) 

1>. (15a(n) 

4. (I: I'i mi't' 0 

;\. (I: 10 

" III i ('6 

5. Ic 'anna leiso 

el, Ic 'anna: 

b , lelsa 

'satu rday' 

'small' 

'weekend' 

'sunday' 

'big ' 

'weekend' 

'white man/ forei gner' 

'white' 

'man' 

'a kind of tree' 

'black' 

'tree' 

'right h and' 

'righL' 

'hand' 
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6 . j6:6e lelsa 'le ft hand' 

<I, .10:60: 'left' 

b, lelso 'hand' 

These exam ples show that, when the la s t vowel of the non -head word IS 

101, it becomes Ii or e or a/ · 

"01' such compou nd, it can be possible to formula te the following rule : 

IXAdj + XNI - , IX I N 

3,1.3 Verb + Noun Compounds 

COlnpound noun is a lso formed from the co mbin ation of verb a nd 

ng"1 1Live noun. In th e process of suc h compound ing, if the theme vowel of 

lhe verb is / i f it is lengthened or c ha nged to / ej. But, if it is / e/ it 

rcmains as it is . Consider the following examples. 

1. gi)(;i: k'eyeco 'farmer' 

" :',il(;i-(v) 'Li ll' 

b. I<'<':jeco (n) 'someone who a live ' 

2. lIILlt't'e giyeco 'guerrilla' 

a. lTlut't'e-(v) 'intrude' 

1>. !,ijl;(;()(l1) 'c n tc rcr' 

3. e '£\:d3d3e k'eyeco 'proletariat' 

h . k 'i;.icb', (n) 'someo ne who alive' 

Till ' possible word formalion rule (W [<, l~) for these compound nouns is 

I Xv + XN] -, [X]N 
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3.2 Compound Adjectives 

In I" d'i Noonoo co mpound ncljee Live is formed from til e co mbina tion of 

two d ifferent adjectives, n oun a nd adject ive or from a n adjective a nd 

noun. We wi ll see these as follow. 

3 .2.1 Noun + Adjective Compounds 

COll1pou nd adjectives are form ed by combin ing noun with adjective. They 

arc e ither endocen t ric or exocentric. 

a. Endocentric Compound Adjectives 

Th('se compounds have a n adject iva l head representin g the basic 

m(';!n in g an d catego rica l feal ures of Ih e compou nd s. Loo k the followi ng 

eX'trnples. 

1. /lI.allet gonc/o 'colorless/ u gly' 

u. lIull/eta (11) 'color' 

b. !Jonda 'u se less' 

2. II/a:c' ['allo: 'clea n - hearted' 

. " () u. lILa:c 0 n 'stomac h' 

b. I 'alla. (ad)) 'clean' 

'blind' 

a. {t.fo (n) 'eye' 

b. d6:go/ya:m6 (ad)) 'blind' 

4. Ui:d be:t6 'strong' 

a. !Jf:da (n) 'power' 

b. 1;e:t6 (ad)) 'someone who has something' 
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5'l1.ulletbdo 

D. malleto(n) 

b. be:to (adj) 

'good looking' 

'color' 

'someone who has something' 

A", stated above, the head of this compound is an adjec tive . Thus , its 

adjectival feature percolates from the h ead to whole compound. 

Th e other type of compound adjective is exocentric; but, it IS less 

productive. The followings are some of the examples. 

6. (4 leupp '0 

,\. afo (11) 

b leupp'o (adj) 

7 . Inulli leupp'o 

<I . mullo 

LJ . Icupp'o 

'shameless' 

'eye' 

'strong' 

'cruel' 

'heart' 

'strong' 

These examples show that the meanings of the compound s are different 

[rom their parts. The possible word form ation rule for such compounds 

IS: [XN + XAdJ I - > [X]AdJ 

3.2.2 Adjective + Noun Compounds 

Compound adjective is formed from th e combination of an adjective and 

a noun. In this case, the last vowel of the first member becomes / i or e/. 

Consider the following examples. 

'milky-w hite' 

a. nac 'c'6: 'white' 

'milk' 
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'2. cUi si:l'('o 

U. (l :f6 

h. Si: t't'o 

'charcoa 1-black ' 

'blac k ' 

'cha rcoa l' 

These examples show that t he second members ' n ou n s qualify th e 

adjectives by s howin g their degree , Based on hea ded ness c riteria since 

th e first members play the main role, th ey s ho uld be the head, Since this 

ickn opposes the a bove gene ra li za tion tha t says th e h ead o f compound 

wo rd s of Ka ri Noonoo is found on th e right hand, it is taken a s an 

cxccption for the language , In order to save such problems Scalise 

(llJH4, p . 93) su ggests tha t "the formatives whi ch arc not s ubj ect to 

ge neralizations are s tored direc Lly in the di c tionary." 

The word fo rma tion rule formul ated for such compound s is: 

[ XAdj + XN I - , [ X IAdj 

3.2.3 Adjective + Adjective Compounds 

Com pound a djec tive is al so formed from th e combin a tion of two 

;"lj,·C l.i ves . In th is pl"Oeess th e fir !; t mem be r adjective qu a lifies the second 

in terms of degree . The followin g are examples. 

1. t'alle nac'e'o: 'pure- wh ite' 

Cl. nac'c J6: 'white ' 

h. I 'illle>: 'clean' 

:J . /J 'it ' /. 'c.i:f;c> k6:wci 'prelly- red' 

a. 1c6:wo 'red' 

h, pJfft'a:so 'beauty' 
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While CU lllPUUllLl aJjeclive fu rmed frum th e combin a tion of two 

uci.j cctives, t h e h ead is found on the right h a nd. This is because the firs t 

Illl"lrl bc r ndject ivc in both CCI SC desc rihc th e second m e m bc rs adject ive. 

Th Lls, the a djectival feature he re Rlso pe rcola tes from th e adjec tive in the 

ri gh l. h a nd to th e who le. The las t vowel of th e non -head vowel here a lso 

ch unged to Ie;' 

Th e WFR formulated for th ese co mpou nd s can b e the following: 

[XAdj + XAdj j --> [XjAdj 

3.3 Compound Prepositions 

Compound prepositions are a lso found 1I1 Kari Noonoo. Th ey are formed 

fmlll Ihe combi n a tion of prepos itions and a d verbs. In thi s process sin ce 

the pre pos ition s on the ri gh t h a nd h o lds th e main mea ning of the 

co mpounds, they a re take n as the head . The followi ng examples 

illu strate this. 

1. hini}e danba 

a. hinije (Ad v .) 

h. danbd (Prep.) 

2. hinije des 

u. Itinije(Adv.) 

b. des (Pre p.) 

3. 'i kkebije hac 

a. ()lclcebije (Adv.) 

b. hac (Prep. ) 

'upward ' 

'h e re ' 

'up' 

'down wa rd' 

'down' 

'towards he re ' 

'there' 

'toward' 

For su ch compounds the following WFR can be formulated. 

[ Xp + Xp j -> [Xjp 
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3.4 Different Characteris tics of Kafi Noonoo Compounds 

In this sub sec tion, the pho nological, mo rphologica l, syntac tic a nd 

semantic c haracteri s tics of Kafi Noonoo com pou nd as lex ical item s will 

be discussed. 

3.4.1 Phonological Characteristics 

In the process of Ka fi Noonoo word fo rma Lion the phonological process 

mos tly seen is c ha n ge o f the fina l vowel of the firs t mcm bers of the 

cOll lpo und s , i. e . 1(0)01 to I or e/. The second one is change of 

COllSOllnnts lsi an d IL'I to I e/. It is diffi cult to ide n Lify Lhc reason . It 

may relate with the his torical backgrou nd of the langu age. Consider the 

follow in g exa mples. 

1. /Ju lee: /c'i:c'o 'dough conLai ner' 

a. bille6: 'dough' 

b. Ic'i:c'o 'cotainer ' 

2 . birew e sa:ndil:Ie '6 'money box' 

a. birew6: 'money' 

h. sa:nd il :/c'6 'box ' 

3. doje ket'6 'school' 

a. doj 6: 'lea rning ' 

b. lee t '6 'house' 

In the above exa mples the last vowel o f the first mem bers of the 

cornpounds ' - birew 6: 'm oney ', bille6: 'do ugh', a nd doy6: 'learning' is 

changed to lee/. 
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Th" foll owi ng examples s how w hen the la:;t vowel 1(0)01 IS cha n ged to 

I i f. 

1. (i:c'i !c'6nd6: 'water-pot' 

a. a:c'6 \-vater' 

h . ,,"'6Ild6: 'pot' 

'slep-father' 

u. !coso 'injera' 

b. nih6: 'fath er' 

'h ead ae ll e' 

C1. /c'e1l6 'head' 

b. c'ed6 'biting' 

Th e other phonological proee:;s is change o f con son a nts ' It' a nd sl to lei 

" 'h ilc Ih ey appear cll Ihe middle or encl o f Ihe first word of Ihe compou nd. 

The following examples illustrate this concept. 

1. lceCi lc'i:c'o 'ute nsil' 

". /(et'6 'house' 

h. !c'i:c'o 'materin l' 

2. !coCi indee 'step-mather' 

,I. krisri 'injera' 

h. in r.iee 'mother' 

II ()wever, when lhese so und s appea r "I the beginning o f th e rirs t word or 

at ,my place of the head, they are not c h a n ged. Consider the following 

eX'.l mples. 
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I .. '; imete Icc/t'o 'back pain' 

a. slmeto: 'waist' 

b. Icc/t'o 'cutting' 

2. III.aje Icet'o 'restau ran t' 

a. maja 'rood' 

b. Icel 'a 'house' 

While compou nd adjective formed rrom the co mbinati on of noun and 

adjective the phonological process mostly observed is deletion of the last 

vowel of the noun . Compare the followin g examples with th e a bove . 

I . Inallet gondo 

a. malleto 

b. gando 

2. mci:c t'allo: 

a. ma:ca 

b. l'dllo: 

3. a:f do:ga 

a. a:fo 

b. do:ga 

'ugly' 

'colour' 

'u seless/bad' 

'clean-hearted ' 

's tomac h' 

'clean ' 

'bl ind' 

'eye' 

'someone wh o h asn't something' 

3.4.2 Morphological Characteristics 

One of the morphological characteristics of compound words stated by 

Dixon & Aikhenvald (2004) is, "lhe rirs t e lement of a compound cannot 

be rurther inflected or modified; the compound belongs to the same word 

clas~ as its fin a l m ember" (p. 26). 
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In I<afi Noonoo it is imposs ible to attach inOectional clements to each 

W()I'd or t.he co mpound since th e constitucnt is not treated independently. 

It is rather the whole constituent is treated as a s ingle lexical item. 

Therefore, it is impossible to attach the plural marke r / -na76/ at the 

middle of the compound words but at the end. Conside r the following 

examples: 

I. lIul.je leet'6 

a. ma:j6 

b. leet'6 

* ma:jend,6 leet'6 

III(l:je leel'ind16 

2 . 1e6je: bakk6: 

a. lcoj6 

b. bdkk6: 

ko!}e: bakkend16 

3. /CDC! nih6: 

a. koso 

I, lIih()ri 

'k kricinar6 niho6 

IcdC! nihenar6 

'restaurant' 

'food' 

'house' 

'res ta urants ' 

'res ta urants' 

'ba ttle field' 

'fighting' 

'field ' 

'butlfe field s ' 

'battle fields' 

'step-father' 

'injera' 

'fa ther' 

'step-father s ' 

'step-fathe rs ' 

These examples show that the structure of th e language docs not a llow 

Ill<' int.e rvention 01' the constituents with the plural marker morpheme 

/ - 11::l'l6j. I<ath er the whole compound takes this inOectional morph eme at 

the end . 
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The other morph ologica l characteris tic fou nd in th e la n gu age is 

formation of co mpound worcis I'rom s imp le and derived fo rms . Look at 

Ill<' lilIlowing exa m ples. 

4 . The compound formed from s imple word s . 

a) m6.:j e Icel '6 

b) 6.:f d6:g6 

c) !,(ia ilLde: 

d) (i.·[ md:d6 

'resta ura n t ' 

'blind' 

'step-mother' 

'bl ack board ' 

5. The compounds formed from s imple a nd de rived form s. 

a) ma:c'e s6.:c'-6 

b) ,,"'ali c'cld -6 

c) simete kut'-6 

'stomach ache' 

'headache' 

'back pa in ' 

The examples in (4a-d) s how that the co mpounds a re fo rmed from two 

s irnplc words, whe reas the examples in(5a-e) are formed from the s imple 

worrl a nd the seconrl member nouns de ri ved from verbs s6.:c'i 'bite', c'ddi­

'hil ' a nd kut'i-'cut' rcspect ive ly . 

3.4.3 Syntactic Characteristics 

Th is characterist ic concerned with checking whelher th e co mpound word 

fun c tion s as one of the lexical categories or not in th e sentence . 

r~cgnrding thi s Aro noff, (1 976, p . 49) states the followin g, "syntactically 

evny new word mus t be a member of some m ajor lexical category, the 

exac t ca tego ry be ing determin ed by the WFR which produces the word 

" ." Accordingly Ka fi Noonoo compounds belong to one of th e major 

ca tegori es. Consid er the followin g sentences . 
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19a) (ira: ('a ile nae'e'a k'61'era: -n /(eme-I-e 

he pure-white pa int -ACC buy-prV-3SG.M 

'He bought pure -while pa inl' 

19b) 6r6: bi-le6Ci nih66 - n simni-y -e 

he 3G8N-step fa ther-ACC love -IMPV-3SG.M 

'He loves his s tep-fa ther' 

1ge) d6ye leet'6 d6:ye t'cer6: -ne 

learn h ouse learn place - be .PRs 

'A school is a p lace to lea rn' 

Thc compound words in the a bove sentences indicate as they fun ction as 

one of a major lexical catego ry. For in stance, t'alle nae'c'6 'pure-white' in 

se ntence (19a) is employed as a n adjective that m odifies the noun 

/, ', ;[ '('ro: 'paint'. Compound noun !caei nih66 'ste p-father' a nd d6ye !cet'6 

'school ' in sen tencc (19b a nd c) is categorized under noun s ince th ey ta ke 

thc position of object and subject in eaeh sente nce respec tively_ 

3.4.4 Semantic Characteristics 

Semantically a ll forms of compounds refer to a s ingle unit wheth er their 

mC;l1l in g is originated from th e constituent parts o r not. Por instance, the 

1lJ('<lning of the compo unds like nac'c'e ejj6 'm ilky-whi te ', 66'i rnadd66 

'black board' a nd le6Ci nih66 'step-father' emanates from the 

cO llsl.ilucn ts. In contrary to thi s, the meaning o f exocentric compound 

oilt; lin s out of the constituent parts. For example the m eani ng of t'ale'Ie'e 

k.'eIl6 'one who does not advised or rude ' not relate with the cons titUent 

pa r ts . Even if it is so , both of th em refer a s ingle unit. Hence, meaning is 

the main means of ide ntify ing co mpou nd s as lexical category even, in 

(";IS(' of d ifficulty in irientifying whether the combination of constitu ents 

LlI'(' lexica l or phra sa l, s ince th e meaning obta in ed from the combinations 
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111 case of lexica l a nd phrasal is diffe ren t. Compare the following 

com pound with their correspondi ng free syntac tic combina tion. 

Syntactic phrases 

I a:'j mit'o 

a) 8.:'0 

b) mit'o 
) ." .. .. . " nuc c c aSQ 

) 
. , ,. 

' I nacco 

Il) aso 

'a black tree ' 

'bl ack' 

'tree' 

'a ny white ma n' 

'white ' 

'man' 

Lexical Compound 

1 a:'j mit'o 

a) 8.:'6 

b) mi t'6 

2 . nac'c 'c aso 

a) nac 'c'6 

b) aso 

'a type of tree ' 

'black' 

'tree' 

'fore igner ' 

'white ' 

'man' 

T' lllle -2 1 Comparison betwee n syntactic phrase a nd lexical compound 

The above examples show that when the consecutive words a re treated 

a s syntac tic phrase or lexical compou nd their mea ning is entirely 

cl ilTcren l. Their diffe rence is expla ined as follow. While the compositional 

",(In I a:'{ mit '6 t reuts us syntacLic phrase it refers to any bl ac k tree but, in 

C;lse of lexica l com pou nd it rcfers to only one type of tree tha t is called by 

Ih is na me. In the same way the phrase nae'c'e alia refers to a person who 

resembles a white man rath er tha n referri ng only foreigner in the 

co mpound noun. 

3.5 Summary 

Bused on the facts seen so fa r, it is poss ible to say a compound has a 

meaning that is different or more than the sum-total meaning of the 

;;o lTesponding syntactic combina tions. 

Las tly, the permissible and impermissible possibility and ge neral rule for 

forming compound words of Kafi Noonoo is shown as follow. 
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-
N V Adj l' ITp 

N + + 

v + +Permissible 

Adj + + -Impermissible 

Adv. + 

Chart - 1 Permissible or impermi ssible combination of lexi ca l categories. 

Til is eharL shows that noun and adjecLive playa greaL role than other 

lexica l caLegories in forming compound words of Kafi Noolloo. That is the 

rc;\son for getting more pe rmissible poss ibi lity th a n others. The general 

wo rd formation rule proposed for this language is the foll ow ing. 

I. fNJ+ fN] 

['V lv 
- N 

2·t:J r:J - N 

1. ]+ Prep] + [+Adv.] __ Prep 

4. ]+NJ + [+NJ - Adv 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

4. REDUPILICATION 

1 ~"duplicaLion is u morphologi ca l word fo rmaLion process in which some 

porLion of the word is doubled, If an entire word or stem is reduplicated , 

il is loLa l rcd uplicaLion , but if on ly u part is reduplieuled , it is pa rtial 

reduplication (Inkelas, 2006, p, 415), 

Til e types of reduplication appears in la nguages vary fro m la ngu age to 

I<lll guage, In some languages both ty pes a rc found; in othe rs on ly one of 

the two (Mara vesi k, 1978), As fa r as I in vest igate, in I<a fi Noonoo on ly 

complete reduplication is found, But, it is not producti ve as others word 

formal ion processes, The words der ived in thi s process ;m.! u sed to form 

ve lb lh a t shows the frequency of the action a nd adverbi al nouns, 

As stated a bove the frequenta tive verb is form ed by red uplicating the root 

of u ve rb as below, 

.- --_ .. 
Verb bases Gloss 

a, saf- 'touch' 

b,('6:b- 'hit' 

Reduplicated 
verbs 

sa/safe-

('6 ,'bt'6 :b l-

Gloss 

'touch 
repeatedly' 
'h it repeatedly' ---,._-_. --- --- - ------- --=---

Tahl e -22 Ji'req uenlaLive verbs fro m ve rb l ooLs 

This table shows that the frequentative ve rb is formed from a verb root 

by reduplicating the root without adding or reducing any segment. It is 

suid complete s ince the whole roo t of the word is reduplicated , 

Look at the foll owing examples, 

, . 
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20H) k'oc 'c 'i/i bi-mano: -1/ saje-h-e 

1('O( 'hit (;I;;N -bro l her-ACe touc h-IMI'V-3SG.M 

'Kochit touches hi s brother' 

20b) /c'oc'c 'iti bi-mano: -/1 safsafe -h -e 

J<'och il GEN -brothc r-ACC tou ch re pea tedly IMPV-3SG.M 

'Koe hit Lo ue hes hi s b rot her repe Ll lcd ly ' 

T:1cse examples in dicate that, while frequentative verb is formed (20b) , it 

ciocs not ch a nge any s t ructure un less showing the repet ition of the 

Llc tion, i.e. semantic .The rule formulated for such process can be: 

[XIVB + X IVl3j ---> [xlv. Intens ive 

III I(<.lfi Noonoo adve rbia l nouns a rc a lso formed by root reduplication 

from noun. Look at the fo llowin g table. 

-- ------ - -
Noun Gloss Reduplicated Nouns Gloss 

a. t'unto 'evening' t'um t'um 'every even ing' 

lJ. rln?dd6: 'day' c'iredd-i aredd-a 'every day ' 

c.lIla:dd6 'morning' ma:dd-i ma:dd6 'every morning' 

c/o !c'a:wo 'autumn' k'a:w-i lc'a:w6 'every a utumn' 

e.jil.j6 'summer' jo.j-i j o.j6 'every summer ' 

Table- 23 Advcrbial Nouns from Nouns 

This taiJ le s hows Llwt, wh ile adveriJia l no un s a re lormcd by red uplication 

process from nouns, the phonologica l p rocess takes pl ace is de letion of 

the last vowel. In addition to this change o f th e last vowe l o f the noun to 

I ii ill Ille first mcrnbcr of reduplicated nou n a nd in to / a/ in the second 

member respectively is also observed . But som etimes it is cha nged to I ii 
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only in lhe first member as 1Il examples (b, c, and d) . Th e followin g 

sl:nlencl:s illu slrall: lhis. 

21 a) ar6: mei:dd6-na wei: -h-e 

he mornlllg-m come-IMPV-3M 

'He comes in the morning' 

2 J b) ar6: mei:ddi mei:dd6 marka:t6-c heimmi<y>e 

he morning morning Merkato-ALL go <EPN>3M 

'He goes to Merkato every morning' 

Based on this fact it can be possible to formulate the following word 

forma t ion ru le for adverbial noun. 

[[X]N +[X]N] -t {xl Adverbial Noun 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5. WORD FORMATION BY CHANGING THE TONE PATTERN 

According to Taddese (2001) Ka fi Noonoo has ri s ing and fa lling contour 

Lones in addition to the two basic tones : H a nd L. He s ta tes that tone 

paLtern difference in a word brings m eaning diffe rence . This shows that 

lo ne pa ttern is another word formation process in the la n guage. Consider 

lil(' following examples la ke n from (Taddese, 200 1, p. 34 ). 

I. Nominals Formed from Other Nouns 

E:xamples: 

1 a) ka.fo 'ripe' 

b) kafo 'soul' 

c) kafo 'farm tool' 

2a) ma:c'o 'abdomen' 

b) macic'o 'stripe' 

II. Nominals Formed from Verbs 

3a) girno 'lo en tel" 

b) g irno 'entran ce' 

4a) gojo 'to farm' 

b) gojo 'farm' 
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~ia) /c'inno 

b) /c'emo 

6a) il)o 

b) 11)a 

'lo s leep' 

'bed' 

'to drink' 

'a drink' 

III) Verbs Formed from Verbs 

7a) /cemo 

b) lcema 

Ha) hol 'a 

b) hat'a 

'to sell' 

'to buy' 

'to overllow' 

'to look down' 

Thcsc examples show that in Kafi Noonoo it is possible to form nouns 

from other nouns or verbs, and verbs from verbs by only changing their 

lone pattern. But, it is not as productive as deriva tion and compounding. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

CONCLUSIONS 

This thesis h as been concerned with the idenlirication of word formation 

process of Kafi Noonoo. Accordingly, most of Kafi Noonoo words are 

,"II : ""'<1 iJY two 111"Jor wO I'd ,"ormation processes: a lTixat ion a nd 

compounding, and some words by reduplication and by changing tone 

pattern. 

Differcnt ly pes of nominul s: uhstracl, agcnl ivc, inst l'um enta l, action , 

g(']'u l1cii ve, inl'initival and man ncr can be de rived from noun, adjective 

al](1 veru uy s uilixat ion. Among thcse nom ina ls, most lake morpheme 

I -61 when derived . This is re lated with one of the ch a ra cte ristics of the 

la ngu age that most of the riou n s end with vowel 101 . 

In this language, different types of verbs: cau satives, reciprocals and 

pa s s ives are de rived on ly from ve rbs . Causative is derived by a ffixation of 

I-i- or -ii-I , whereas rec iproca l and passive by I-e-I and I-e--ee-I 
respective ly. Passivization results in th e redu ction of argument stru cture 

of ve rbs in opposile to causativization, which increases a rgumen t 

struct.ure. 

Th e other word class formed by a ffixation is Adjective . It is derived from 

nouns a nd s tative verbs by affixation o f I -el a nd 1-6- -6--66/ 
respectively . 

Compo unding IS the seco nd major word formation process in Ka fi 

Noonoo. In this language, compound n ou ns, adjec tives an d pre positions 

can be formed by combining two words wh ich are in the same or different 

word class. The categories included in th is process a re nouns, adject ives, 

verbs, preposition s a nd adverbs. 
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In general compound words of Kafi Noonoo a re divided in to two: 

endocentric and exocentric. In the form er category, the word on the right 

hand determines the types and the meaning of whole compound. 

The third word formation process is reduplica tion. In Kafi Noonoo, it is 

formed by reduplicating the base of verb or noun. Frequentive verb is 

formed by reduplicating verbs whereas adverbial noun by reduplication 

"f Iloun. 

The other word formation process in the language is tone. Different 

categories such as nouns and verbs are formed from other nouns or 

verbs by changing their pitch pattern, But reduplica tion and tone 

alteration a re not as productive as the other two. 

To sum up, while a word is formed in Kafi Noonoo, it shows some 

differences from its basel stem coun terparts phonetically, 

morphologically, syntactically and semantically. The ma in phonological 

p rOCC8S ob8erved is vowel harmony on the last vowel of the words. 

Regarding assignment of, position of the head, s ince in case of derivation, 

the most decisive part of the word (affix) a nd in case of compounding, 

the decisive word in the compound is found in the right s ide, it is 

p08sible to conclude as Kafi Noonoo is head fin a l la nguage. 
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APPENDIX 

List of words 

1) Nouns 

Noun Gloss 

].(i: c:iJ 'wate r' 

2 . a.fD 'eye' 

3. a're'ddv: 'day ' 

4. a's6 'man' 

5 . /Jrilclc6: 'field ' 

6. birew6: 'money' 

7. bl:£1<:/(6: 'gray ha ir ' 

8. bu'rcilc'o 'cup' 

9. bu's6 'child' 

10. cdclri 'hitting' 

11. dang6 'mud ' 

12. cloy6: 'learning' 

]3. ejjo 'milk' 

11 . (Ian'no' 'be li ef' 

J 5. gidi: re 'girl ' 

16. gi:'d() 'power' 

] 7. go'ndv 'bad' 
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]8. gu:do 'd irt ' 

79. gu:no 'slave' 

20. gu':do 'rubbish' 

2]. hard: 'dawn' 

22. indee/ ge'nne: 'mother' 

23. Ic'd:wd 'autumn' 

2 1. !c'ello 'head' 

25. !c'i:c'o 'material' 

26. !c'i:c'c'd 'struggle'(II) 

27. !c'ufd: 'cloud' 

28.Ic'imdo 'pot' 

29. !cd:me:/o 'car' 

JO. hit'a 'house' 

3 7. lcisd 'hanel' 

32. 1e6:to 'lay' 

33. !cu't'o 'cutting' 

34. !coso 'injera' 

35. !cojo 'fighting' 

3G. !cojo 'sewing' 

3 / . mo.:ce 'woman' 

38. md:cd 'stomach' 

39. ma:ddd 'morning' 

40. mo.:jo 'food' 

/1 7. mdllet(5 'color' 
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42. mdne: 'sister' 

43. mdn6: 'brother' 

41 . mit'6 'tree' 

45. nih66 'father ' 

46. nij6: 'desire' 

47. nu:c6: 'friend' 

48. sci:c6 'hunger' 

49. sci:co 'biting' 

50. sa:ndu:k'6 'box' 

51. sa.jo 'tea' 

52. sacewo 'thirsty' 

5J. sa'nbdt6: 'weekend' 

5'1. s1:kk6: 'mucus' 

55. s1:t't'6 'charcoal' 

56. sime'to 'waist' 

57. su':n6: 'work' 

58. se:ro 'smell' 

59. t'dk'k'6 'stone ' 

60. t'ib6: 'relative' 

6.7.1'u'mo' 'evening' 

62. uj6 'drink'(n) 

63. je:llo' 'scandalous' 

64. j1: !c/co 'flour' 

65. jo':)6 'summer' 

GG. elller6: 'happiness' 
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2) Adjectives 

Adjective Gloss 

7. (in'ri 'hl a ck' 

2 . r.i:ng<i: 'fat' 

3 . dc'6 'wise' 

4. bu'sa: 'sma ll' 

5. c'e: ll () 'red' 

6. c 'icu: 'thin ' 

7. ddllu: 'thin ' 

8. d u':r6: 'foolish' 

9. ga.:wb 'fine' 

] O. ge'nd36: 'long' 

1 ]. gi:cle 'powerful ' 

.J 2. Ic'abino' 's h or t ' 

] .1. k'n'nn6: 'righ t' 

1/1. Ie'Lip'6 'stron g' 

] 5 . leafino' 'near ' 

1 7. lee't t6: 'easy' 

1 7. leupp ' 6 'strong' 

18. ndc'c '6: 'white ' 

19. Ill'rd 'raw' 

20. 6:g6 'big' 

2 1. sd(} 'coward ly ' 

22. wei ht5 'fa r ' 
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3. Verbs 

Verb Stem 

l.d:Ci-

2 . a'ri: -

3 . be'Ci-

4. c'i:ni-

6 . cldbbe-

7. dihi-

9. d6jji-

10. dole/ci-

11. du': bbi-

12. d6ji-

13. dege-

14. e'lle-

15. emiri-

16. ga'binni-

17. ge'U-

18. gdCi-

19.9ufi-

20. gu:ri-

2]. geti-

22. ha'ggi-

23. ha'mmi-

Gloss 

'hide' 

'know' 

'grow' 

'see' 

'tie' 

'hunt' 

'fall down' 

'hless' 

'teach' 

'erase' 

'sing' 

'learn' 

'help' 

'listen' 

'happy' 

'sew' 

'talk'(v) 

'till' 

'boil' 

'slaughter' 

'talk'(v) 

'build' 

'go' 
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24. hz'di- 'sweep' 

?C" ... , }. urll - Ig ive' 

26. ippe- 'a silky mood' 

27, lc'eCi- 'open' 

28. Ic'e: lle- 'measure' 

29. Ie 'eji· 's leep' 

30. Ic 'u'c'i- 'scrap' 

31 . Ic'u'ye'- 'keep' 

32. Ica:cci- 'comb' 

33. Ica:ci- 'play ' 

34. Ice'lci- 'call' 

35. Iceme- 'buy' 

36. Icemi- 'sell' 

37. Ico'c'i- 'maintain' 

38. /co'ci- 'pierce ' 

39. Ico'ci- 'sew' 

40. leo': ri- 'write' 

4 1. Ico'le- 's it' 

42. Icu'tt'i- 'cut' 

43. maa- 'eat' 

44. ma':c 'i- 'decide' 

45, maci- 'wash' 

46. na':ggi- 'insult ' 

17 ne:t 'e- 'stand' 

48. sa.:bb i- 'milk' 
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49. sd:ggi-

50. se'lflllle-

57. ,':;lirni-

52. su'ni-

53. s li.:lle-

54. t'd/li-

ss. I '(j(jbi-

5u. t'u'/c'i-

57. ta:hi-

5S.tdhe-

59.liCi-

61. uppi-

62, wa:ye-

63. 1U()ci -

u' i. I/I(WI · 

65. wUl'i-

66, woc'c'i-

67. yel '[­

uR. die; 

6(i . <:(~:l/-e -

70, a:ng-i-

71. /c'dbin-i-

72. genj-e-

73. 6:/c'/c'-i-

74. nir-i-

75. /caUrm-i-

'carry' 

'read' 

'kiss' 

'love' 

'wo rk' 

'clean' 

'hil l beal' 

'push' 

'exha ust' 

'wear' 

'drink' 

'spill' 

'curse ' 

'hear' 

'run ' 

'm elt' 

'kill' 

'run' 

'hit' 

'listen ' 

'become red' 

'become fat' 

'become short' 

'become long' 

'become black' 

'become raw' 

'become near' 
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76. wo/c/c-i-

77./cupp'-e 

78. dall-i-

'become far' 

'become strong' 

'become thin' 

4. Prepositions & Adverbs 

Preposition 

1. ddnbci 

2. des 

3. hdc 

4. dkkcbije heir: 

5 . hirtije ddnbci 

6. hinije de's 

7. o'klee'bije(Ad u.) 

8. himje (Adu.) 

Gloss 

'up' 

'down' 

'toward' 

'loward:; here' 

'upwa rd' 

'down ward' 

'there 

'here' 
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DI<:CL/\RATI ON 

I, the undersigned, declare Lhal this th esis is my origin a l work and that a ll 
sources of the mate rials used for Lh e Lhesis have been duly ac knowledged . 

Name 

Signature . _ ,~ , .. " 

Place 

Date '2,3 I D 6 { "'-0 i:i 

DI<:CLARATTON 

1, the undersigned, declare Lhallilis lhesis has been su bmittecl for examination 
with my approval as a Un iversity Advisor. 

Name 

Signature ___ _ ___ _ 

Place 

Date 
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