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CHAPTER ONE
1. Introduction

1.1. Background of the Study

Trafficking in human beings is one of the widely spread practices across the
world. The origin of this practice goes back to the ancient period in history. In
this regard, the root of the practice is strongly associated with the practices of
slavery and slave trade of the ancient, the medieval and finally modern periods

(IOM, 2006).

The international recognition of the problem at least dates back te the Paris
Conference on Trafficking in Women held in 1895. This was later followed by
the convention against “white slavery” (1904), the League of Nations
International Convention for the Suppression of Traffic in Women and Children
(1921), and the (1949) UN Convention for the Suppression of Traffic in persons
and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of others (I0M, 2006).

It was in the mean time that the various negative connotations began to appear
and be attached to the concept and practice. Soon the international community
began to recognize that the practice of human trafficking, especially women
and children, exposes people to various adversities on the transit and at
destination countries. However, in spite of the increase condemnation of the
practice by the international community, it continued to persist throughout the

world and it even began to increase from time to time. (ECPACT, UK, 2007).

Trafficking in women and girls is now the third largest grossing sector of
international organized crimes, surpassed only by drugs and arms. According
to the United Nations calculations, the profits of the trafficking industry may
have surpassed the trade in illegal weapons, generating profits of more than 9

billion dollars annually (Barret and George, 2005).



Worldwide, at least 4 million people are victims of human trafficking each year,
or one person every 30 seconds. Not including men, it is estimated that “every
ten minutes another human being is trafficked to the United States for slavery-

a total of 45-50,000 women and children (Barret and George, 2005).

In the recent decade of this century, there has been an increase in the volume
of both external and internal trafficking in Africa. Studies indicate that among
the 53 countries in Africa, 45 are affected by trafficking to and from other

countries (UNICEF IRC, 2003).

In a similar vain, trafficking in women persisted in Ethiopia. Ethiopian women
and children have been and still are trafficked both internally and externally
and they are exposed to a number of social, economic, psychological, physical
and cultural adversities at the destination countries. Ethiopia is mainly a
source of country and young Ethiopian women are trafficked to Djibouti,
Lebanon, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and Bahrain for domestic
labors. In spite of the steadily rising magnitude of the practice in different parts
of the country, a reliable and comprehensive data on the issue is not
available(IOM, 2006).

Gondar town is the one among the most densely populated towns in Ethiopia
(CSA, 2007). Amhara region in general and Gondar town in particular, is one of
the areas from where women have been trafficked to the Arab world (IOM,
2005). However, the root factor for the problem, the pattern of exploitation, its
consequence, and the psychosocial experiences of the returnees from the area

is not still studied.

Any sustainable program or project which aims at combating a social problem
should be based on a sufficiently accurate understanding of the dimensions

and degree of the problem.



Therefore, the purpose of this study is to investigate the various contributing
factors of women trafficking, the major abuses and exploitations victims
experienced (mainly the psychosocial experiences) and consequences of being

trafficked on the victims living condition.

1.2. Statement of the Problem

A growing problem in Ethiopia, women trafficking is a serious human right
abuse that causes our sisters to experience harsh physical and mental
problems including death. As IOM (2006) indicates, the practice causes
intolerable degradation and suffering for the girls and young women involved,
who are treated as a commodity. It presents a risk to their physical and mental

health.

As many studies indicate, many women in different parts of Ethiopia are likely
to have been trafficked across the country. This confirms that women
trafficking is an important social and humanitarian issue as large number of
Ethiopian women are exposed to labor exploitation, sex trade and losing their

organs by traffickers.

Women trafficked for the purpose of exploitation and prostitution suffer from
physical and psychological trauma, lack opportunities, and are likely to
experience harsh conditions in the rest of their lives. It is therefore, crucial that
trafficking of women from Ethiopia to the different parts of the Middle East

countries should be curbed.

Although various researches address the severity of the issue, the number of
Ethiopian women migrating to the Middle East and suffering from different

forms of abuses and exploitations is increasing from time to time.



In addition, there is still inadequate information in explaining why traffickers
in Ethiopia continue in their trade and seem legal and making money at the
expense of women. Considering that, human trafficking in Ethiopia was only
publicly addressed in recent times; substantial efforts have been taken by the
government agencies, organizations with civil societies and individual

researchers,

However, there is still very little support from governmental or non-
governmental organizations, for women who have been trafficked across

Ethiopia and return to their country.

National provision and coordinating mechanisms to address women trafficking
and assisting victims of trafficking have not yet been established which would
enable our country to fully confirm to the international obligations under the
ratified conventions by the international community. Therefore, more actions
are needed to allow for effective prosecution of traffickers, making the society

aware about the problem and assisting the victims.

As many studies conducted in the area indicate, in Ethiopia, antihuman
trafficking initiatives have been largely fragmented and lacking coordination to

minimize the problem and assist the victims.

This study aimed at contributing as a means of strengthening awareness on
the major abuses and exploitations that trafficked women experienced while
trafficked in different Middle East countries. In addition, there is still an urgent
need to provide legal protection, safe accommodation and remedial support for

women who were victims of trafficking.

Accordingly, the study is designed to answer the following leading questions:
“* What are the major contributing factors for women in Gondar town to be

victims of external trafficking?



% What are the major forms of exploitations and abuses (mainly
psychological and social) that trafficked women experienced?

*» What are the psychological and social consequences of being trafficked
on women who were victims of external trafficking in Gondar town?

<+ Are the legal provisions and assisting of victims sufficient in order to

combat external women trafficking?

1.3. Objectives of the Study

The overall purpose of the study is to investigate the major exploitations and
abuses that victims of external women trafficking in Gondar town experienced
while trafficked in the Middle East countries together with the different
contributing factors that facilitate the problem and its consequences on victims

after released from exploitations and abuses.

1.4. Significance of the Study

The finding of the study will help readers to understand the issues of human
trafficking in general and women trafficking in particular. In addition, the
findings of this research can help concerned bodies to see the major
exploitations and abuses that are experienced by women in Gondar town who
were victims of external trafficking in different Middle East countries. Moreover,
it also contributes suggestions to the kind of preventive methods needed in
order to minimize the problem. Finally, the findings of this study can serve as a

benchmark for further studies in the area.

1.5. Delimitation of the Study

The study is restricted in Gondar town due to familiarity of the researcher with
the society to easily select participants. The study gives much attention to
returnees of trafficked women from Middle East countries. The participants

were selected based on the researcher’s criteria.



1.6. Operational Definitions

Human trafficking: the international and domestic transport of human
beings for the purpose of exploitations and abuses.

Victims of trafficking: women in Gondar town, who have been trafficked
across Ethiopia particularly in the Middle East countries and returned
to Ethiopia.

External women trafficking: the transport of women across Ethiopia
deliberately for the purpose of exploitations and abuses to the Middle
East countries.

Exploitations and abuses: the different forms of challenges and problems

that trafficked women confronted or the unfair treatments of women by

traffickers.

Psychosocial experiences: it refers the social interaction of women with the
new environment particularly with the employers and their emotional
reaction towards their experience while trafficked.

Effects of abuses and exploitations: the results of working under
exploitations and abuses while trafficked.

Overall consequences: the effects of being trafficked after the victims released

from trafficking.

1.7. Limitations of the Study

The major limitation of this study was; due to the difficulty of finding the
participants in specific area, the number of participants was small, so that
generalization was limited. However, despite this limitation, this study hopes
to inspire further research that will provide concerned bodies with realistic

information and pave the way for future intervention.



CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1. Overview
This section presents a review of conceptual issues and empirical studies

related to human trafﬁckihg in general and women trafficking in particular.

[t begins with the definition and meaning of human trafficking and its
difference with human smuggling. It also discusses the international
dimensions of the problem, root causes of women trafficking, and its

consequences.

The second section discusses about assisting victims of human trafficking,
profile of traffickers, and international policies concerning human trafficking.
In addition, this section deals about an overview of trafficking in Ethiopia,
domestic policies, profile of traffickers and service providers for victims of

human trafficking.

The final section summarizes all the discussions by way of showing the

purpose of the present research with its implications.

2.2. Definition of Human Trafficking

Due to a historical development of the issue and overlapping natures of
trafficking and smuggling, there is confusion on how to delineate the two.
Therefore, definition of trafficking is often observed in the literature, as unclear
and in consistent frequently, the distinction between trafficking and smuggling

are overlapping but do have some differences (http://www.unice.irc.org).




A number of efforts have been made to address the problem and to come up
with a working definition of ‘trafficking in persons’ that identifies its essential
elements and that could lead to a uniform understanding of the problem. For
the purpose of this research, the researcher relied on the definition of
trafficking in persons that is provided in the UN (2000) protocol to prevent,
suppress and punish trafficking in persons, especially women and children;

usually referred as the Palermo protocol.

Trafficking in persons is defined by article 3 of the optional protocol of the UN
Convention on Transnational organized crime as follows:

The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of
persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power of
a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or
benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another
persons, for the purpose of exploitation.

Exploitation shall include, at a minimum the exploitation of the
prostitution of others or other forms of exploitation, forced labor or
services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, or the removal of
organs (p. 7).
From the above definition of human trafficking, IOM (2006, p.19-21) identified
the following six elements:

1. Trafficking is a process that include the recruitment, transportation,
transfer or harboring of victims: trafficking covers the whole process of
movements of persons starting at point of origin to the receipt of victims
at the point of destination. Moreover, processes related to transit are also
considered part of the trafficking process.

2. The consent of the victim is not by itself a defining feature of trafficking:
the consent of the victims at recruitment or at the latter stage of the
trafficking process does not prevent the act from being one of trafficking
as long as consent who acquired through coercion, fraud and deception.

Moreover, the abuse of legitimate power over the victim, or, securing the

consent of a person having control over the victim through the giving or



promise of benefits, including financial benefits, do not prevent the occurrence
of an act of trafficking.

3. The purpose of trafficking is exploitation: a very important feature of |
trafficking is its purpose. The exploitation of the victim for the benefits of
traffickers. The definition further elaborated on the forms of exploitation
as constituting, at a minimum, sexual exploitation, forced labor of
services, slavery or similar practices, servitude or the removal of organs.

4. Trafficking can occur within national borders or across international
borders: although not expressly indicate in the Palermo definition, the
trafficking of persons could take place within national borders of one
country or across one or more international borders.

5. Trafficking does not necessarily involve illegal movement or clandestine
of persons: the Palermo definition does not make the use of illegal
migration routes and processes a defining element of trafficking in
persons. Trafficking may not even be clandestine or hidden: it may utilize
legitimate processes and procedures for the movement and migration of
persons: prevent traditional and customary institutions and practices: or
use legal and accepted employment and other relations that are not
sufficiently protective of the victim.

6. Women and children are more vulnerable to trafficking in persons: the
protocol emphasizes the vulnerability and recurrent victimization of
women and children to trafficking in persons. This is obvious from the
title that emphasizes trafficking in persons “especially women and

children”.

The protocol’s major achievement is its adoption of an agreed definition of
trafficking, which differentiates trafficking from other related concepts, like

smuggling.



As cited in Agrinet I (2001) the protocol has also specified some means of
combating and preventing trafficking in persons especially in women and
children. These include cooperation between countries, criminalizing trafficking
and imposing penalties, facilitating the return of victims by giving due respect
to them, exchanging in formations to study the methods used by traffickers,
training law enforcement and immigration officers for prevention and
prosecution, strengthening border controls and ensuring the authority of travel

documents to avoid fraud and many others are stated from the articles 5 to 13.
In addition, as cited in UN.GIFT (2008, p.4) Human Smuggling and Trafficking

Center summarized the difference between human trafficking and smuggling by

the table below.

The difference between smuggling and trafficking

Trafficking Smuggling

Must contain an element of force, The person being smuggled is

fraud, or coercion generally cooperative

Forced labor and/or exploitation There is no actual or implied

coercion

Persons trafficked are victims Persons smuggled are violated

the law, they are not victims

Enslaved, subjected to limited Persons are free to leave change
movement or isolation, or had

documents confiscated

jobs etc

Need not involve the actual Facilitates the illegal entry of

movement of the victim persons from one country into
another

No requirement to cross on Smuggling always crosses an

international border

international border

Person must be involved in labor,
services, or commercial, sex acts;
i.e., must be working

Person must only be in country
or attempting illegal

10




As summarized in the table human smuggling and trafficking have clear
differences. However, one can understand that the smuggling process may

change into trafficking at a certain stage.

2.3. International Dimension of Trafficking in Persons

Trafficking is a complex, multifaceted and dynamic phenomenon that occurs

globally, regionally and nationally and has many dimensions to it.

It is an organized criminal activity operated by intricate criminal networks and
has many phases including the organized crime business, immigration, human

rights, gender rights, child rights, victims’ rights and justice issues (ASI, 2006).

Lindsey (2007, p.24) described the history, its dimension and features of
trafficking in persons as:

Trafficking in persons is an ancient phenomenon that has
transcended national, regional and continental boundaries. This
tragic global evil has gradually become a lucrative trade in human
beings with complex illicit networks. It violates basic human rights
and it referred to as a contemporary type of slavery. Trafficking in
persons, especially for bounded domestic labor and prostitution, has
become common practice and usually involves women and children.

As cited in Barret and George (2005 p. 214) according to the United Nations
calculations trafficking in women and girls is now the third largest grossing
sector of international organized crime, surpasses only by drugs and arms. The
profits of the trafficking industry may have been surpassed the trade in illegal
weapons, generating profits of more than 9 billion dollars annually. Worldwide,
at least 4 million people are victims of human trafficking each year, or, one

person every 30 seconds.

11



2.4. Root Causes of Trafficking

The root causes for trafficking of women and children have been discussed by

different scholars, and organizations working in the area.

According to IOM (2006) trafficking in human beings is a social problem
emanating from an intricate interaction of various push and pull factors
amongst which poverty, unemployment or lack of economic opportunities as
well as the low status of women and girls are the principal ones at the
individual level. At the country level, low economic conditions, internal strife,
draught and famine, political instability, bad governance and unfair trade

relations in particular play the major role.

Mair (2006) also stated the major contributing factors for women and children
to vulnerability of trafficking, these include poverty, social and civil unrest,
domestic violence and lack of educational opportunities. Moreover, UNDP in its
(2003) report analyzed causes and generally highlighted them into “push

factors” and “pull factors”.

Under the push (supply) factor globalization and feminization of poverty,
traditional practices, lack of educational and employment opportunities and
conflict are mentioned. As a pulling (demanding) factor demand for cheap and
submissive labor, commercialization of the sex industry, poor enforcement of
international treaties and legal protection of victims, as well as perception of

life better elsewhere with poor information about the risks are listed.
Since the abovementioned causes for vulnerability of trafficking are general and

worldwide, it is important to discuss specific factors studied unique to

Ethiopian situation.

12




































































































































































































































