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CHAPTER SEVEN 

. . . 
_ . _c.-..., __ .~_~,_.~--,-_._,._ 

, . . 

REVIEW OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

As clearly indicated at the outset, the main objective 

of this study was to examine the determinants of migration 

along with its spatial patterns and the implications of 

migration both to the migrants themselve s and the healthy 

development of the town. The present chapter attempts to 

show the major findings of the study and highlights their 

policy implications. 

7.1. Review of Findings 

The analysis in chapter one shows that since the past 

few decades Ethiopia has been going through a state of 

unbalanced development between the rate of urban growth on 

the one hand and the provision of basic urban services and 

opportunities on the other. It was further shown that this 

imbalance has led to a progressive deterioration of the 

urban environment and the quality of life of the people. 

Realizing that migration to the towns partly contributes 

to the exacerbation of the urban problem, the present study 

was focused OD the dynamics of migration taking the town 

of Nazareth as a case study. Below is presented a summary 

of the major findings. 
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The analysis on the volume and nature of migration 

i shows that the stream of migration to Nazareth is dominated 

by those coming from the rural areas. Though Nazareth 

attracts migrants from all parts of the country, the bulk 

of the in-migrants come from nearby regions, particularly 

Shewa, Arsi and Addis Ababa. 

Two major trends are observed with r egard to the 

nature of movement. First, in confirmity with the step-

wise progression thesis, a significant proportion of the 

in-migrants had lived in at least one other town before 

coming to Nazareth. Second, contrary to the expectation 

of the up-ward movement through the urban hierarchy, the 

majority of the in-migrants had previously lived in Addis 

Ababa, the primate city, before coming to the town. 

The data on the determinants of migration show that 

migration to Nazareth is highly sex and age selective. 

Most of the in-migrants are young (15-29 years of age) and 

females. The data further show that in-migrants with rural 

origin came at younger age than those from other urban 

areas. 

Another important finding of the study is that the 

bulk of the in-migrants to Nazareth is made up of the 

unmarried and divorced or widowed persons, a particularly 

significant attribute of female in-migrants. 
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Further, it is found that slightly less than half 

of the in-migrants had some form of formal education 

(primary level and above ) at the time of their move to 

Nazareth. It is also observed that more males than females, 

and more migrants with urban origin than rural had formal 

education at the time of in - migration . 

The data on the reasons for migration provide strong 

emperical support for the importance of economic factors 

for the decision to migrate. The search for employment, 

particularly among rural in-migrants, and the desire to 

open or extend business are found to be the most important 

economic reasons that influence people to migrate to 

Nazareth. It is also found that the search for urban 

facilities and the favourable climate of the town are 

additional factors influencing migration to the study area. 

The findings further show that the avai lability of relatives 

or friends has been a strong force in encouraging movemen t 

to the town. 

The findings of the study also show that a significant 

proportion of the in-migrants had difficulty to adjust and 

settle themselves in their new environment. As revealed 

by the findings, acquiring shelter and finding jobs are 

the most serious problems that they encountered after 

arrival at the town. 
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It is further found that for the majority of the in-

migrants, it has taken more than a year to get employment. 

Most of the in-migrants, unlike the natives, are currently 

engaged in the private business sector, particularly as 

self-employed persons. 

The survey results also show that although more 

natives than in-migrants live in their own dwellings it 

is found that both groups live in sub- standard houses which 

are inadequately supplied with facilities and amenities 

such as safe water supply and toilet facilities. 

An assessment of the pre and post migration experience 

has also given some interesting results. Most migrants 

reported that they have improved their education or skill, 

the schooling of their dependents as well as their access 

to health facilities as a result of their move to Nazareth. 

This is to be expected since most in-migrants are of rural 

origin where such facilities are e ithe r deficient or are 

absent. 

In contrast, however, the findings show that though 

the income of most in-migrants increased in absolute terms, 

the high cost of living in the town has cancelled out the 

favourable condition. 

The survey results further reveal that shortage of 

housing, inadequate supply of s oc i a l services and amenities, 
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lack of opportunities for gainful employment and inadequate , , 
. I 

supp l y of the basic consumer items are the most serious 

difficulties which in - mi grants claim to face currently. 

In a nutshell, migration to Nazareth which involved 

largely rural migrants who are driven by socio-economic 

motives has not only been painful to the individuals 

concerned, but it has also put a heavy burden to the 

already inadequate urban services and opportunities. 

7.2. Conclusions and Recommendations 

The finding that most migrants are of rural origin 

and that the search for employment and urban services are 

significant variables in explaining the rate of migration 

to Nazareth implies the existence of rural-urban gap in 

Ethiopia in terms of socio-economic facilities and 

opportunities. The fact that the desire to open or extend 

business is also a significant variable in explaining the 

rate of migration to the town implies the existence of not 

only rural - urban gap in oppor tuni ties but also the lack of 

a balanced national urb an system. 

The analysis of this study also suggest s that given 

the rapid rate of natural increase of the population of 

the town (2.9% per annum, considering the national average), 

the addition of large numbers of in-migrants every year 

has possibly compounded the urban problem. Thus, the 
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physical expansion of the town along with the fast growing 

population does not appear to match with infrastructural 

development in the town. 

The study also suggests that the involvement of young 

adults in the stream of migration to the town could possibly 

imply the robbing of the rural sector of its strong work 

force. Such removal of the young people from the rural 

areas could in the long run negatively affect agricultural 

production on which the national economy heavily depends, 

the magnitude of which is not known at present. 

The findings of the study and the conclusions thus 

reached tend to suggest the need for a number of policy 

interventions in order to ameliorate the urban problem in 

Ethiopia. It is, therefore, realized that to solve the 

current urban related problems in the country requires not 

only sound urban policies, but also effective regional and 

rural development strategies. The following are among 

the possible policy measures suggested to mitigate the 

urban problem in Ethiopia, particularly as related to 

regulating population movement to the towns. 

i) Improve rural life situations through integrated 

rural development programmes and make rural areas 

more attractive. Such a programme could include: 
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a) raising the level of productivity - both land 

and labour - in the peasant sector by introducing 

appropriate farm technologies, by providing 

credit facilities and by creating conducive 

marketing mechanism; and 

b) providing non-agricultural job opportunities 

such as strengthening rural industrialization 

that encourages the development of manufacturing 

and repair activities, including handicrafts. 

c) providing adequate social services and facilities 

which aim at the improvement of health and 

education aspects as well as the supply of water 

and electricity provisions. 

ii) Create a balanced urban system by developing urban 

growth poles through effective decentralization of 

development activities. In other words, encourage 

the development of smal l-sized urban centres so as 

to make them attractive to the potential migrants 

from reaching the bigger urban centres. 

iii) Introduce a strong and viable regional development 

programmes so as to minimize spatial imbalances in 

levels of social and economic development among 

regions. Such measures could reduce the movement 

of people towards the few urban centres where modern 

services and activities are already concentrated. 
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While this study has attempted to bridge some 

information gaps in the migration scene in Ethiopia, 

particularly as related to urban problems, it nevertheless 

raises questions that need detailed investigation. Thus, 

the following areas are suggested for future research. 

(i) Effects of agrarian policies in inducing rural 

out-~igration, particularly during the post-1974 

years. 

(ii) Effects of urban housing policy in aggravating 

the urban problem, with particular emphasis to 

post-1974 years. 

(iii) The urban informal sector as related to its role 

in providing employment opportunities for in -

migrants. 

(iv) The consequences of migration on rural areas, 

particularly when such movement involves young 

people as is generally the case in Ethiopia. 

(v) Indepth studies on the demographic effects of 

migration . 

Generally, investigation on the development implications 

of rapid population growth, particularly as related to urban 

development is of paramount importance in the design of 

policy measures in Ethiopia. Researchers are, therefore, 

suggested to focus their attention towards uncovering the 

relationships between population and development in the Ethiopian context. 
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Annex - 1a 

Interview Questionnaire: Form A 

Household Schedule (To be administered to household 

head or spouse irrespective of their migration status) 

Respondent No. 

I. Household address 

Keftegna 

Kebele 

House No. 

II. Outcome of interview 

Completed CJ 
Not completed CJ 

Reason 

1. not available CJ 
2. personal/family problem CJ 
3. not willing CJ 
4. other (specify) 

III. Name of interviewer 

IV. Date of interview 

** 
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Household Record Form 

List al l usual residents in the family 

Name of 
hous e hold 01 02 03 0 4 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 1 ', 
member 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
" 

9 

10 

Codes and their Rating 

01 - Head of the household is born: 03 - Age (years) 

1, in Nazareth 1. less than 15 

2, out side Nazareth 2. 15-19 

3. 20- 24 

02 - Relationship 4. 25-29 

to head or spouse 5. 30-34 

1. husband 
6. 35-39 

2. wife 
7. 40-44 

3. child(ren) 
8. 45-49 

4 . relative(s) 
9. 50-54 

10. 55-59 
5, friend 

6, servant/maid 
11. 60-64 

7. room-mate / 
12. above 65 

nouse-mate 04 - Sex 
8, other 1. male 

2. female 
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1 5 - Monthly inc ome (in Birr) 

1. less than 50 5. 201 - 300 

2. 51 - 100 6. 301 - 400 . . 

3. 101 - 150 7. 401 - 500 

4. 151 200 8. more than 500 

16 - Years stayed in Nazareth (For those who were born 

outside Nazareth only) 

.. 1. 1 year and more 

2. less than 1 year 

17 - Total number of household members: 

1. One CJ 6. Six CJ 11. Eleven 0 
2. Two CJ 7. Seven 0 12 . Twelve CJ 

• 3. Three CJ 8. Eight CJ 13. Thirteen CJ 

4. Four CJ 9. Nine 0 14. Fourteen 0 
5. Five CJ 10. Ten 0 15. Fifteen 0 

18 - The household 

1. owns the house 0 
2. rents the house CJ 

19 - If rented, it belongs to: 

1. Rental Houses Administration CJ 
2. kebe1e · 0 3. individual 

20 - If rented, how much do you pay per month (in Birr) ? 

1. 10 and less t han 10 7. 61 70 CJ 
2. 11 - 20 CJ 8. 71 - 80 CJ 
3. 21 - 30 CJ 9. 81 - 90 CJ 
4. 31 - 40 CJ 10. 91 - 100 CJ 
5. 41 - 50 CJ 11. more than 100 0 
6. 51 - 60 C1 

I , I 
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21 - The amount you pay for house rent is; 

1. too much 0 
2. reasonable ; 0 
3. small CJ 

22 - How many rooms does the hOuse you live in have ? 

1. one 

2. two 
CJ 
o 

4. four 

5. five 
CJ 
CJ 

3. three D 6. more than five . D 

The house has: 

23.- Kitchen 

• 
24 -

1. Yes CJ 

The kitchen is used for 

1. 

2. 

cooking 

cooking 

only 0 
and sleeping 

25 - Water supply from: 

2. No CJ 

1. own meter CJ 3. other household L:J 

26 -

2. shared meter CJ 4. 

Electricity supply from: 

1. own meter CJ 3. 

public tap D 5. 

other household CJ 

other CJ 

2. shared meterL:7 4. does not use electricity D 

27 - a) bathing facility 

1. yes CJ 2. no o 
b) if yes 

1. private 0 2. shared D 

28 - a) toilet facility 

1. yes CJ 2. no CJ 

b) if yes 

1. private a 2. shared CJ 
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Annex - Ib 

Interview Questionnaire: Form B 

Migration Schedule (To be administered to migrants l only) 

I. Household Address 

Keftegna 
Kebele 

House No. 

Respondent No. 

Serial no. in the household record form 

II. Outcome of Interview 

Completed L:7 
Not completed L:7 

Reason 

1. not willing CJ 
2. not available D 
3. not able for personallfamily problem 0 
4. other (specify ) 

III. Cooperation Received 

1. very good D 
2. good CJ 
3. fair CJ 
4. poor 0 

IV. Name of interviewer 

V. Date of interview 

*** 

l / i.e. those above the age of 14 years and who stayed 
in the town for a minimum of one year. 
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I. Migrant Characteristics 

i) Demographic - Present 

01 - Age -------
1. 15 - 19 CJ 
2. 20-24 CJ 
3. 25-29 CJ 
4. 30-34 

02 - Sex 

1. Male 

03 - Ethnicity 

1. Amhara 

2. Oromo 

04 - Religion 

CJ 

CJ 
o 

5. 35-39 0 
6. 40-44 - 0 
7. 45-49 0 
8. 50-54 0 

2. Female 

3. Tigre 0 
4. Kembata CJ 

9. 55-59 , 0 

10. 60-64 CJ 
11. above 64 CJ 

o 

5. Wolaita 0 
6. other 0 

1. Orthodox christian CJ 3. Moslem CJ 
2. other christian CJ 4. other CJ 

05 - Marital status 

1. Single CJ 3. Divorced - 0 
2. Married - CJ 4. Widowed - CJ 

06 - Highest level o f schooling completed 

1, Illiterate o 5. Secondary (9-12) o 
2. Read and write CJ 6. 12+specialized training CJ 
3 . Primary (1-6) CJ 7. Graduate (BA, BSc & above) CJ 
4. Junior secondary 

(7-8) CJ 

ii) Demographic - Past 

07 - a) Where were you born ? 

1. Addis Ababa . CJ 
2. Arsi CJ 
3. Assab CJ 
4. Bale CJ 

5. Eritrea -CJ 
6. Garno Gofa CJ 
7 . Gojjam • CJ 
8. Gondar - CJ 
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9. Hararghe 0 13. Sidamo 0 
. ( 

10. Illubabor CJ 14. Tigrai 0 
11. Keffa CJ 15. Wellega 0 
12. Shewa 0 16. Wello 0 

b) Awraja Wereda Place name 

os - Distance between Nazareth and the place of your birth ? 

1. less than 10 km CJ 4. 101-200 km CJ 

I '.! 

[J 
2. 10-50 km CJ 5. 201-300 km 0 
3. 51-100 km 0 6. more than 300 kmCJ 

09 - Was the place you were born 

f· · .. ,\ 1. rural 2. urban 0 

10 - What was your age when you left your place of birth ? 

1. less than 150 5. 30-34 ' CJ 9. 50-54 CJ 
2. 15 - 19 0 6. 35-39 0 10. 55-59 0 
3. 20 - 24 0 7 . 40-44 0 11. 60-64 0 
4. 25 29 CJ S. 45-49 CJ 12. more than 64 CJ 

. ::, 

11- What was your age when you last moved to live in 

Nazareth ? 

1. less than 14 0 5 . 30-34 0 9 . 50-54 0 
2. 15 - 19 CJ 6. 35- 39 CJ 10. 55-59 0 
3. 20 - 24 CJ 7. 40-44 CJ 11. 60- 64 CJ 
4. 25 - 29 CJ S. 45-49 0 12. more than 64 0 

12 - What was the highest level of schooling you completed 

when you left your place of birth ? 

1. Illiterate 0 5. Secondary (9-12) 0 
2. Read and write CJ 6. 12 + specialized 

training . CJ 
3. Primary (1-6 ) CJ 

7. Graduate (BA, BSc &; 

4. Junior Sec.(7-S) CJ above) 0 
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13 - What was the highest l evel of schooling you completed 

when you last moved to live in Nazareth ? 

14 -

15 -

16 -

1. Illiterate ; 0 5. Secondary (9-12) o 
2. Read and write. 0 6. 12+specialized training 0 
3. Primary (1-6) ; D 7. Graduate (BA,BSc " above 0 
4. Junior Sec.(7-8) L:1 

What was your marital status when you left your place 

of birth ? 

1. Unmarried : 0 3 . Divorced ; 0 
2. Married . l:7 4. Widowed . 0 

What was your martial status when you last moved to 

live in Nazareth ? 

1. Unmarried : Q 3. Divorced 0 
2. Married l:7 4. Widowed 0 

How long since you last moved to live in this town ? 

1. 1-2 years L:1 4. 4-5 years ' 0 
2. 2-3 years D 5. more than 5 years : CJ 
3. 3-4 years ; 0 

17.- When did you out-migrate from the place of your birth? 

1. Before 1960 L:7 3. 1974 - 1984 0 
2. 1961 1973 0 4. 1985 D 

18 - When did you come to this town to live? 

1. Before 1960 CJ 3. 1974 - 1984 L:7 
2. 1961 - 1973 L:7 4. 1985 - L:1 

iii) Migration Decision 

19 - a) Have you ever lived in any other town for at 

l east one year before you came to Nazareth to 

live ? 
1. Yes . 0 2 . No . 0 
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20 - If yes to question no. 19, please specify the town 

and your duration of stay. 

No. of moves Name of Kifle Years 
the Town Hager stayed 

1st move 

2nd move 

3rd move 
· • • 

21 - Did anyone from your place of birth/or last place of 

residence come with you to Nazareth? 

1. Yes CJ 2. No 0 

22.- Did anyone from your place of birth or last place of 

residence follow you latter to Nazareth ? 

1. Yes 0 2. No CJ 

23 - Who made the decision for your to leave the place of 

your birth or last place of residence ? 

1. Self 0 4. Relatives/Friends 0 
2. Family CJ 5. Employer 0 
3. Parent(s) 0 6. Other 0 

24 - Who made the decision for you to move to Nazareth 

to live ? 

1. Self 0 4. Relatives/Friends 0 
2. Family CJ 5. Employer CJ 
3. Parent(s) : 0 6. Other CJ 

25 - How did you come to know about this place before you 

moved in, i.e., what was your main source of 

information? Choose the three most important 

sources and indicate from 1 to 3 in order of their 

importance. 

1 . education (formal) CJ 

2. mass media CJ 
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3. contact with people who new the town l:7 
4. visited this place before . l:7 
5. other 0 

Before you moved to live here, did you have any 

information about living conditions, opportunities 
or facilities here such as housing, employment etc • 

1. Yes · Cl 2. No . Cl 

27 - If yes to question no. 26, what was the information? 

28 -

29 -

1. positive (that migrant life is not difficult in 

Nazareth ) 

2. negative (that migrant life is difficult in 
Nazareth) 

Did you have any relative or friend living in Nazareth 

before you moved to live here ? 

1. Yes CJ 2. No 0 

If yes to question 28, did anyone of them assist you 

to settle in this town ? 

1. Yes 0 2. No CJ 

iv) Causes of Migration 

30 - What was/were the main reason(s) for you to come to 
Nazareth? (Indicate 1-3 in their order of importance) 

1. Followed parents/relatives/friends • CJ 
2. Job transfer CJ 
3. To seek employment/better job Cl 
4. To open up/extend business CJ 
5. To seek modern social services 0 
6. To free yourself from traditional cultural 

taboos and practices 0 
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7. To get rid of agricultural constraints in rural 

areas (eg. land scarcity due to population 

pressure, drought and crop failure, low agricul­

tural returns caused by traditional nature of 

farm activities and various government policies 

such as grain marketing, resettlment, cooperati­

vization and villegization) CJ 
8. To seek good climate £:7 
9. Other D 

Did you expect or perceive that Nazareth would offer 
you items 3-6 above ? 

1. Yes CJ 2. No CJ 

Was your move from the place of your birth or 

previous place of residence planned ? 

1. Yes 0 2. No CJ 

Was your move to Nazareth planned ? 

1. Yes CJ 2. No CJ 

v) Economic status-past 

Before you came to live in this town you were: 

1. employed 0 5. sick/disabled CJ 
2. unemployed 0 6. pensioned/too old 0 
3. small child CJ 7. house wife · 0 
4. student CJ 8. other CJ 

If you were employed before you came to Nazareth, 

what was your main work status ? 

1. government employee ; £:7 
2. farmer CJ 
3. self-employed in non-farm activity 0 
4. producers cooperative member 0 
5. employer/land owner CJ 
6. other 0 
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36 - If you were unemployed what was/were the main 

reason(s) for being unemployed? (You can tick more 
than one answer) 

37 -

38 -

39 -

40 -

1. had formal education and therefore could not 

get modern sector employment l:7 

2. because of pre-revolution land tenure system L:1 
3. work terminated l:7 

4. natural catastrophes, such as drought and 

crop failure CJ 
5. because of problems related to agricultural 

policies and practices during post revolution 
period . l:7 

6. other . 0 

When you moved to this town, did you have a job 
waiting for you. 

1. Yes 2. No o 
If no to question no. 37, how long did you stay to 

find your first income-earning job ? 

1. less than 1 year 4. 3-4 years l:1 
2. 1 - 2 years 5. 4-5 years . l:1 

3. 2 - 3 years 
Cl 
o 6. more than 5 years L:7 

vi) Economic status- present 

You are now 

1. employed D 5. pensioned too old D 
2. unemployed L:1 6. house wife 0 
3. student c::::J 7. other D 
4. sick/disabled ; CJ 

If you are now employed what is your work status ? 

1. Own account worker Cl 
2. wage/salary earner from private individual or 

organization ; 0 
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3. wage/salary earner from government Cl 
4. wage/salary earner from cooperative or other 

mass organization CJ 
5. cooperative member . c:::t 

6. employer (private) , C1 

41 - What is your present occupation ? 

42 -

43 -

44 -

1. primary (farming, quarrying, animal husbandry 

etc.) CJ 

2. secondary (manufacturing and construction) , 

3. tertiary (education, health, banking, 
insurance) CJ 

What is the nature of your present work ? 

1. permanent 0 3. seasonal c:::J 
2 . t emporary Cl 4. causal Cl 

What is your pres~nt monthly income ? 

1. less than Birr 50 Cl 5. Birr 201 - 350 0 
2. Birr 51 - 100 CJ 6. Birr 301 - 400 CJ 
3. Birr 101 - 150 CJ 7. Birr 401 - 500 0 
4. Birr 151 - 200 c:::J 8. more than Birr 500 CJ 

If you are still unemployed or out of work, for how 

long have you been so now ? 

1. less than 1 year c:::J 4. 3 4 years c:::J 
2. 1 - 2 years Cl 5. 4 - 5 years c:::J 
3. 2 - 3 years 0 6. more than 5 years fI 

vii) Present status compared to the past 

Compared to the situation in your birth place or last 

place of residence, do you think that by moving to 

Nazareth your condition with regard to your: 

45 - type of work has 

1 . i mproved C7 2. worsened Cl 3. same ' r::::J 

CJ 
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46 - income 

47 -

48 -

49 -

50 -

1. improved : 0 

education or skill 
1. improved " L:7 

2. worsened " "0 

2. worsened " CJ 

schooling of your dependents 

1. improved "" 0 2. worsened " 0 

family/friends/kin relation 

1. improved " £:] 2. worsened £:] 

housing condition 
1. improved " £:] 2 . worsened 0 

51 - health care 
1. improved " L:7 

52 - urban transporatioD 

1. improved " L:7 

2. worsened 0 

2. worsened l:7 

53 - cost of life (compared to expectation) 

1. improved L:7 2. worsened "L:7 

viii) Support givento other migrants 

3. same 0 

3. same " 0 

3. same . L:7 

3. same ; 0 

3. same " £:] 

3. same £:] 

3. same " 0 

3. same " 0 

54 - Since you moved to Nazareth, have you ever assisted 
any relatives or firends to settle down in Nazareth ? 

1. Yes L:7 2. No L:7 

55 - If your answer to question number 54 is yes, what 

was the kind of assistance you gave them ? 

(Indicate all assistance you provided). 

1. provided lodging and food "0 
2. provided money . L:7 

3. provided information about accomodation and/or 

4. 

5. 

6. 

job possibilities 

helped find house 

helped find job 

other 0 

CJ 

o 
L:7 
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