
















































































































































































































• From the analys is we can grasp that from a tota l of 227 news that o f rulin g party view 

70% of it has been g iven th e prime time of th e news . Form that 37% of the news has been 

de li vered w ith a reportage. Thi s tell s us that more emphasis and weight is g iven onl y for 

rulin g party views. 

• As the statisti cs goes and a ll key informants informed the researcher, the maj or producer 

of the news is the staff rep0l1er. This shows us that most news will have similar 

ideo logical content. 

• [n relation to the major challenges, the findings of the study showed that political challenge 

(both intern al and external) was overwhelmingly mentioned as a maj or prob lem in all the 

se lected broadcast media outlets Overall , the findings of the study suggest that there are 

enorm ous political challenges that the Broadcast media is fac in g in order to practice internal 

pluralism, especia lly regard ing politi ca l matters. 

• Most news are from govern ment and government re lated sectors. Such practi ce is not 

ad visa ble s ince it won' t give space to the nati on to hear alternati ve ideo logies other than the 

government. 

According to (UNESCO, Media plura li sm, 2005)Plurality is reflected through a 

combination of public, private, commercial , mainstream, alternative, national, and 

community media w ith di verse content and poss ibilities for various segments of the 

society to engage with diffe rent medi a. Diversifi ed medi a ownership provides more 

opportu nities for the free fl ow of in fonnatio n - on public affairs; peo ple 's free ex press ion 

through the mass media; cultural expression, parti cularl y in vernacul ar languages use, 

and the arts; popular part ic ipation publ ic affa irs di scuss ion; po liti cal plura lism, and 

publi c demands for transparency. Therefore a pl ura listi c media envi ron ment not onl y 
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promotes but also assures the ex istence of the greatest poss ible number of newspapers, 

period ica ls, TV and radio broadcasting institutions and reflects the widest possible range 

of vo ice and opinion within any soc iety at different leve l of operati on such as g lobal , 

national and loca l. 

Tak ing the overa ll findings of the study into account and the behavior of internal media 

pluralism, the study concludes that on the news session of the selected media, there exists 

dominance of the rulin g party in a ll aspects, and therefore, no other party or scholar have space 

to participate. Consequent ly, concern ing the pract ice of internal media plurali sm, it criticall y 

lacked entreating diversi fied ideas of the nation. The last section of this research wi ll be dealing 

with some recommendations on the situations conc luded in order to improve the plu ral 

environmen t of the selected stations and also to some extent the pluralistic stance of the country. 
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5.2 Recommendations 
Based on the findin gs of th e study, the fo llowing major points were recommended to improve 

the unsati sfactory practi ces of internal media plu ra li sm in th e news sess ion of the analyzed media 

houses. 

• As the fin dings indicated, lack of adequate knowledge of the reporter is the basic obstacle 

to practice media pluralism. Prov iding capac ity building trainings and moreover 

additi ona l preparations for in vesti gati ve j ournali sm will equip the journalist with bas ic 

too ls to exercise the idea of pluralism. 

• Even thou gh the Ethiopian government acc laim deve lopmental j ournali sm, the current 

practice doesn' t show the rea l faces of thi s model and plura li sm has been compromised 

under the pretext of promoting deve lopment. In thi s mode l, the j ournali st is not onl y 

expected to appraise the good deeds but should also be ab le to critici ze all the wrong 

moves by th e deve loper. Any societal compla ints related th ereto shoul d be presented and 

di scussed. Therefore, the media houses shoul d encourage the practi ce of plura li sm In 

every approach of reportin g, including development reporting. 

• In a ll the three stati ons dominant source of information were government official s. 

Therefore, it needs to entertain diversifi ed vi ews in the news by participating other 

sources such as community at the grass roots, oppos ing po li t ica l pm1ies, researchers, 

Non-Governmental Organi zat ions and other relevant informati on sources. This will help 

to produce news wi th balanced views. 

• There are no profess ional tra ining given on the importance and practice of plura li sm in 

th e news. There fore, capacity bui lding trai nings, especia ll y on med ia plura li sm should 
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incorporate in the med ia house so that to empower journali sts and media practitioners in 

practicing plurali sm 

Let me rap-up by quoting Dr. Negeri 's interview with the Reporter Engl ish newslette r, of 23 

November, 2013 with regards to in formed society: 

" .... . ...... So I should say that a society is best when it is full y and truly informed, 

otherwise an uninformed soc iety is better than a misinformed one. The 

mis informed one has the power to cause destru ction and become a threat to 

others. I don' t mean that an uniformed society is needed, but it should be well 

informed." 
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APPENDICES 
Annex I 

News Content Analysis Code Sheet 

Name of Coder: ______________________ _ 

Code for coder one= 0 I 

Code for coder two= 02 

Date of broadcast ___________ _ 

Broadcasting Agency ____ _____ _ _ 

Item No ________ _ 

1. Content of the News 

A. Ruling party view 

B. Opposition parties view 

C. External view [ I 

D . Other' s View I 

2. Precedence of the news 

A. Prime 

B. Middle 

C. End n 

3. News Coverage extent 

A. Headline 

B. News in Brief 

C. News with Reportage 
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4. Source of the News 

A. Staff Reporter D 

B. Government News Agencies D 

C. Information and Communication Agency D 

D. Foreign Source D 

E. Private Sources D 

F. Public D 

G. Other D 

5. The Agenda 

A. War I 

B. Development 0 

C. Foreign Aid 0 

D. Opposition 0 

n. Social Conflict 0 

F. Societal compliant 

G. Policy Agenda 

H. Media Agenda 

I. Foreign Relation 

J. Multi-party concern 0 

K. Adminish·ative 0 

L. Other 

6. Aim of the story 

A. Informing LJ 

B. Propagating 

C. Sensationalizin g 

D. Mass mobilization 

E. Agita tion 

F. Persuasion 
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7. From where does the information obtained? 

A. The federal government 0 

B. Addis Ababa city administration 0 

C. Developed regional states 0 

D. Developing regional states-including zone and weredas 0 

E. Mixed 0 

F. Abroad 0 

8. Who are involved in the news piece? 

A. Officials from the federal government 0 

B. Officials from developed regional or zonal adminish'ative 0 

C. Officials from developing regional states 0 

D. Officials from Addis Ababa 0 

E. Opposition political parties 0 

F. NGOS D 

G. Community members in Addis Ababa 

H. Community members out of Addis Ababa 

1. Mixed 

J. Governmentalorganizations J 

K. Others 0 
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Annex II 

Code Guide 

Operational Definitions for the sub-categories of the main analytical categories 

I. Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main Content of the News 

1. Ruling party view: This unit refers to the all views tha t has been refed as views 

of EPRDF 

2. Opposition parties view: This unit refers to the all views that has been refed as 

views of that of opposition party, which are legally registered in the laws of 

Ethiopia 

3. External view: Views that come from foreigners 

4. Other's View: For the purpose of this research paper other's view is views from the 

local people but neither ruling party view nor opposition party vie 

I. Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the mai n Precedence of the news 

1. Prime: The total no. of news has been divided into three. The first group of the 

three is called the prime time new 

2. Middle: TIle second group is called the middle 

3. End: The remaining of the above called the end 

II. Operational definitions for the sub-categori es of the main category news coverage 
extent 

1. Headline: When only the significant part (the caption) of the news told it is 

then referred as headline 

2. News in Brief: When some elaboration on the headline has been added, it is 

then referred as news in brief 

3. News with Reportage: Tlus UIUt refers to news that has been supported with 

live report form a reporter or the source of the news 
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I II . Operational definition s for the sub-categories oflhe main category source of the news 

1. Staff Reporter: When the news is organized and delivered by the in-house 

reporter of tha t specifi c media 

2. Government News Agencies: thi s stands for those who hold public offi ce in different 

levels of government admi nistration including federal government officials, regional/state 

government officia ls and PR of different government organization 

3. Information and Communication Agency: this stands for any news 

dissimilated form the Info rmation and Commwtication Agency 

4. Foreign Source: Any news that has been received from m edia o ther than 

local media is referred as foreign source 

5. Private Sources: Private sorceress a re all local media that are no t 

governmental or public 

6. Public: Stations that are under EBC 

7. Other: this refers to sources other than the above six sources 

IV. Operational definition s for the sub-categories of the mai n category of the Agenda of 

the news 

1. War: 111is referees to and action or a period of hostile relations between 

countries, sta tes, or factions that leads to fighting between armed forces, especially 

in land, air, or sea ba ttles 

2. Development: Such news are those that has a story relates to the process of 

changing and becoming larger, stronger, or more impressive, successful, or 

advanced effects tha t has a direct impac t on tl1e political setting of the counh·y 

3. Foreign Aid: These are news related to any foreign aid made to Ethiopia or the 

process or any happening relating thereto 

4. Opposition: Any nega ting idea on the current political se tting or on the ruling 

party 

5. Social Conflict: Conflicts witltin the country, conflicts between or among h·ibes of 

tl1e counhy 
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6. Societal compliant: Tllis stands for statements expressed by the commUllity or 

group of people expressing discontent or unhappiness about some situations of the 

country or the rulli1g party 

7. Policy Agenda: Refers to a news agenda that has concern in elabora ting 

policy agenda either the rulli1g parly agenda or the opposition paTty 

8. Media Agenda: Thls stands for any news tha t tells about the media or the 

medium in relation to the political setting of the COUl1tr·y 

9. Foreign Rela tion: this news type refers to the agenda that refl ects any positive 

or negative relationship the COUl1try has with other country's tha t has an impact, 

direct or indirect, on the political setting of the country 

10. Multi-party concern: 

and related matter 

11. Administr'ative: 

News that tells about opposition party views, election 

Discusses the admitlistrative issues of the rulli1g party 

12. Other: All agenda that are not included in the above agenda are included in this 

part 

V. Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main category of the Aim of the 
Story 

1. Informit1g: It stands for news tones that only have " tellli1g" nature. This types 

are only told for communica ting information 

2. Propagating: When the tone of the news is to publicize the agenda raised it is 

referred as propagation 

3. Sensationalizing: When the agenda is presented in a shocking or emotionally 

sensitive way, it is then referred as sensa tionalizing 

4. Mass mobilization: This stands for agenda that has a tone for social movements, 

revolutionary movements. It also has a tone of raising awareness of a demand for 

particular development objective 

5. Agitation: When the agenda is touching and drives audience to enquire 

audiences to do participa te in or buy the agenda 

6. Persuasion : Stands for the tone of the agenda that is told to make audience 

believe the issu e being told . 
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VI. Operational defin itions for the sub-categories of the main category of from where the 
information obta ined 

1. The federal government: 

2. Addis Ababa city administration: Information that are obtained from Addis 

Ababa City Administr'ation 

3. Developed regional states: Amhara, Oromya, Tigray, Harari, South Nation and 

Nationalities People and Dire dawa 

4. Developing regional states-including zone and weredas: Afar, Somali, 

BenishanguI Gumuz, and Gambella 

5. Mixed: If the information obtained from both developed and developing regional 

states 

6. Abroad: If the information is obtained from sources out of Ethiopia 

VII. Operational defin itions for the sub-categories of the main category of who are 
in vo lved in the news piece 

1. Officials from the federal government: 

2. Officials from developed regional or zonal administr'ative 0 

3. Officials from developing regional states 

4. Officials from Addis Ababa 

5. Opposition political parties: If opposition party representatives or members are 

present 

6. NGOS: When personals form Non-Government Organizations participated 

7. Community members in Addis Ababa: Those who lived only in and around Addis 

Ababa 

8. Community members out of Addis Ababa: 

9. Mixed: If officials both from Community members in Addis Ababa and 

Community members out of Addis Ababa were involved in that news piece 

10. Governmental organizations: 

11. Others: Any participant other than the above listed 
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Annex III 

Questions for key informants 

Mangers of the Media House 

Name -------------------------------------

Media House Name: ___________ _ 

Responsibilities in the station ------------------------------

Years served in the station _________ _ 

1. How are media pluralism and diversity defined in your station? 

2. Is there a system to monitor media pluralism and diversity, especially in terms 

of political view, in your station? rf yes: 

a. What body is in charge? 

b. How do you measure or evaluate the degree of media pluralism and 

diversity? 

c. What aspects of pluralism and diversity do you monitor: - sh'ucture 

(diversity of media companies and outlets, composition of national and 

local media markets, audiences and regulatory structuTes, etc.)? - content 

(genres, forma ts, opinions i.ncluding political, cultural, religious, etc.)? -

sources (news agencies, independent production, etc.)? 

d. Please describe any support measures and monitoring mechanisms that 

you have put into place in order to encourage media pluralism and 

diversity in your station 

3. What are the main sources for News stories? Why? 
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4. What kind of stories are most likely to ge t priority 111 the interest of the 

institution? 

5. Is there any challenge in practicing media pluralism, especially political 

diversity, in your station? If Yes: 

A. What are the chal lenges? 

B. What are the possible solutions for these challenges? 

5. Any add itional comments? 

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION 
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Annex IV 

Broadcast Media Inspection and Capacity Building Team Leader 

]\Jame -------------------------------------

Responsibilities in the station ------------------------------

1. a . How are media pluralism and diversity defined in your sta tion? 

2. Is there a system to monitor media pluralism and diversity, especially in terms 

of political view, in your sta tion? If yes: 

a. What body is in charge? 

b. H ow do you measure or evaluate the degree of media pluralism and 

diversity? 

c. What aspects of pluralism and diversity do you monitor: - structure 

(diversity of media companies and outlets, composition of na tional and 

local media markets, audiences and regula tory structures, etc. )? - content 

(genres, formats, opinions including political, cultural, religious, etc.)? -

sources (news agencies, indep endent production, etc.)? 

d . Please describe any support measures and monitoring mechanisms that 

you have put into place in order to encourage med ia pluralism and 

diversity in your station 

3. Please list any recent studies made by your offi ce on : 

a . media concenh'a tion in general; 

b. impact of concenh'ation on med ia pluralism of content; 
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c. aud ience sa tisfaction vis-a-vis media pluralism of content. 

4. Please list any relevant institutions active in the field of media concenh'ation, 

pluralism and diversity. 

4. Is there any chall enge in dev ising a mechanism for media plu ra li sm? If Yes: 

A. What are the challenges? 

B. What are the possible solutions for these challenges? 

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERA n ON 
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Annex V 

Director of the News Session 

]\)aLllle -------------------------------------

Medial House ]\)aLllle: ___ _______ _ 

Responsibilities in the staLtion ------------------------------

YeaLrs served in the station _ ________ _ 

1. How do you get news ideals? 

2. What is the focus in producing news stories? 

4. What kinds of n ews stories get prillle tillle? Why? 

5. Wha t aLre the lllain sources for stories? Why? 

7. Do you cover the politicaLi activities of opposition political parties? How? 

8. How do you aLssign reporters to cover a story? Why? 

9. Do you think the issue of llledia piuraLiislll, especiaLlly politicai pluraiislll, well 

entertaLined in the news session of your staLtion? If yes, 

(aL) What are the paLrallleters? 

If ]\)0, why? 

10. What are the chaLllenges? 

11. WhaLt me the possible solutions for these challenges? 

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERA nON 
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Annex VI 

Opposition party leaders 

Name ----------------------------------------

Name of the Party ----------------------------------------

Position ___ ___________ _ 

1. When was your party established? 

2. How do you evaluate Ethiopian broadcasting media in entertaining different 

political viewpoints? 

3. What medium does your party uses to inform the society? Why? 

4. Do you think the issue of media pluralism, especially political pluralism, well 

entertained in the news session of the Ethiopian broadcast media? if yes 

(a) In which stations 

If no, why 

5. Wha t major challenges do you see in practicing pluralism in Ethiopian Broadcast 

media? 

6. What are the possible solutions for these challenges? 

T THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERA nON 
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Annex VII 

News Reporters 

Nanle ____________________________________ ___ 

Media House Name __________________________ ___ 

Responsibility ________________ __ 

Years served __________________ _ 

I. In what ways are reporters assigned in you r news room? 

2. Who is your direct monitoring body in organi zing news items? 

3. Do ed itors censor your reports? 

a. Ir yes, 

By what criteria 

4 . Do an y governmenta l or non-governmental bodies interfere in your reporting? 

a. If yes 

In what ways 

5. In your reporting, do you think that you have covered a diversified ideas? 

a. If yes 

What are your parameters to measure th is? 

6. Do you think the issue of media plurali sm, especially political plurali sm we ll 

enterta ined in the news sess ion of your station? Explain why. 

7. What challenges and opportunities are there in practicing media plurali sm during 

report ing? 

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION 
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Annex VIII 

List of Informants: 

No Name of Informant Position Organization 

1. Ato Abiyu Mekonnen Broadcasting Media EBA 
Inspection and Capacity Bid. 
Team Leader 

2. Ato Teshale Bekele Deputy Director EBC 

, 
Ato Abenet Demeke Chief News EditorlRadio EBC J 

4 Ato Adane Head in Executing EDP 
Committee 

5 Dr. Merera Gudina Deputy Chairman Medrek 

6 Ato T Adesse Bezualem Reporter FBC 

7 Ato Dawit Mesfin News section head/Reporter FBC 

8 Ato Yayesew Shimeles Reporter EBC 

9 Ato Abayneh Tilahun Senior Reporter EBC 

10 Ato Fassil Redi Senior Reporter/ FM102.1 

11 Ato Eshete Assefa News Director FM102.1 
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