


























































































































































































































































































































promotes but also assures the existence of the greatest possible number of newspapers,
periodicals, TV and radio broadcasting institutions and reflects the widest possible range
of voice and opinion within any society at different level of operation such as global,

national and local.

Taking the overall findings of the study into account and the behavior of internal media
pluralism, the study concludes that on the news session of the selected media, there exists
dominance of the ruling party in all aspects, and therefore, no other party or scholar have space
to participate. Consequently, concerning the practice of internal media pluralism, it critically
lacked entreating diversified ideas of the nation. The last section of this research will be dealing
with some recommendations on the situations concluded in order to improve the plural

environment of the selected stations and also to some extent the pluralistic stance of the country.
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5.2 Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the following major points were recommended to improve

the unsatisfactory practices of internal media pluralism in the news session of the analyzed media

houses.

e Asthe findings indicated, lack of adequate knowledge of the reporter is the basic obstacle
to practice media pluralism. Providing capacity building trainings and moreover
additional preparations for investigative journalism will equip the journalist with basic
tools to exercise the idea of pluralism.

e Even though the Ethiopian government acclaim developmental journalism, the current
practice doesn’t show the real faces of this model and pluralism has been compromised
under the pretext of promoting development. In this model, the journalist is not only
expected to appraise the good deeds but should also be able to criticize all the wrong
moves by the developer. Any societal complaints related thereto should be presented and
discussed. Therefore, the media houses should encourage the practice of pluralism in
every approach of reporting, including development reporting.

e In all the three stations dominant source of information were government officials.
Therefore, it needs to entertain diversified views in the news by participating other
sources such as community at the grass roots, opposing political parties, researchers,
Non-Governmental Organizations and other relevant information sources. This will help
to produce news with balanced views.

e There are no professional training given on the importance and practice of pluralism in

the news. Therefore, capacity building trainings, especially on media pluralism should
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incorporate in the media house so that to empower journalists and media practitioners in

practicing pluralism

Let me rap-up by quoting Dr. Negeri’s interview with the Reporter English newsletter, of 23
November, 2013 with regards to informed society:

........... So I should say that a society is best when it is fully and truly informed,
otherwise an uninformed society is better than a misinformed one. The
misinformed one has the power to cause destruction and become a threat to
others. T don’t mean that an uniformed society is needed, but it should be well

informed.”
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APPENDICES

Annex I

News Content Analysis Code Sheet

Name of Coder:

Code for coder one= 01

Code for coder two= 02

Date of broadcast

Broadcasting Agency

Item No

Content of the News
Ruling party view
Opposition parties view

External view

o N w £

Other’s View

Precedence of the news
Prime

Middle

End

N = p» B

News Coverage extent
Headline

News in Brief

N w p @

News with Reportage
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Source of the News

Staff Reporter O

Government News Agencies O
Information and Communication Agency o
Foreign Source O

Private Sources 0O

Public o

Other o

6 = B B OE BEP

The Agenda

War

Development [
Foreign Aid [
Opposition

Social Conflict |
Societal compliant -

Policy Agenda

T O0mE YN

Media Agenda

o

Foreign Relation
Multi-party concern |
Administrative ©

Other

PR

Aim of the story
Informing ||
Propagating | |
Sensationalizing
Mass mobilization

Agitation

2 m QD e o 3

Persuasion
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From where does the information obtained?

The federal government

Addis Ababa city administration |

Developed regional states |

Developing regional states-including zone and weredas '
Mixed L

Abroad [

M mg N W » N

Who are involved in the news piece?

Officials from the federal government |

Officials from developed regional or zonal administrative
Officials from developing regional states [

Officials from Addis Ababa |

Opposition political parties |

NGOS [

Community members in Addis Ababa

T 0 ™ MH g0 wWw B ®

. Community members out of Addis Ababa

.

Mixed

.

Governmental organizations

Others ||

~
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Annex II

Code Guide

Operational Definitions for the sub-categories of the main analytical categories

L.

I1.

Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main Content of the News

Ruling party view: This unit refers to the all views that has been refed as views
of EPRDF

Opposition parties view: This unit refers to the all views that has been refed as
views of that of opposition party, which are legally registered in the laws of
Ethiopia

External view: Views that come from foreigners

Other’s View: For the purpose of this research paper other’s view is views from the
local people but neither ruling party view nor opposition party vie

Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main Precedence of the news

Prime: The total no. of news has been divided into three. The first group of the
three is called the prime time new

Middle: The second group is called the middle

End: The remaining of the above called the end

Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main category news coverage
extent

Headline:  When only the significant part (the caption) of the news told it is
then referred as headline

News in Brief: When some elaboration on the headline has been added, it is
then referred as news in brief

News with Reportage: This unit refers to news that has been supported with

live report form a reporter or the source of the news
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[II.  Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main category source ofthe news

1. Staff Reporter: When the news is organized and delivered by the in-house
reporter of that specific media

2. Government News Agencies: this stands for those who hold public office in different
levels of government administration including federal government officials, regional/state
government officials and PR of different government organization

3. Information and Communication Agency: this stands for any news
dissimilated form the Information and Communication Agency

4. Foreign Source: Any news that has been received from media other than
local media is referred as foreign source

5. Private Sources:  Private sorceress are all local media that are not
governmental or public

6. Public: Stations that are under EBC

7. Other: this refers to sources other than the above six sources

IV.  Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main category of the Agenda of
the news

1. War: This referees to and action or a period of hostile relations between
countries, states, or factions that leads to fighting between armed forces, especially
in land, air, or sea battles

2. Development: Such news are those that has a story relates to the process of
changing and becoming larger, stronger, or more impressive, successful, or
advanced effects that has a direct impact on the political setting of the country

3. Foreign Aid: These are news related to any foreign aid made to Ethiopia or the
process or any happening relating thereto

4. Opposition: Any negating idea on the current political setting or on the ruling
party

5. Social Conflict: Conflicts within the country, conflicts between or among tribes of

the country
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6. Societal compliant: This stands for statements expressed by the community or
group of people expressing discontent or unhappiness about some situations of the
country or the ruling party

7. Policy Agenda: Refers to a news agenda that has concern in elaborating
policy agenda either the ruling party agenda or the opposition party

8. Media Agenda: This stands for any news that tells about the media or the
medium in relation to the political setting of the country

9. Foreign Relation:  this news type refers to the agenda that reflects any positive
or negative relationship the country has with other country’s that has an impact,
direct or indirect, on the political setting of the country

10. Multi-party concern: News that tells about opposition party views, election
and related matter

11. Administrative: Discusses the administrative issues of the ruling party

12. Other: All agenda that are not included in the above agenda are included in this
part

V: Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main category of the Aim of the
Story

1. Informing: Itstands for news tones that only have “telling” nature. This types
are only told for communicating information

2. Propagating: When the tone of the news is to publicize the agenda raised it is
referred as propagation

3. Sensationalizing: ~ When the agenda is presented in a shocking or emotionally
sensitive way, it is then referred as sensationalizing

4. Mass mobilization: This stands for agenda that has a tone for social movements,
revolutionary movements. It also has a tone of raising awareness of a demand for
particular development objective

5. Agitation: ~ When the agenda is touching and drives audience to enquire
audiences to do participate in or buy the agenda

6. Persuasion: Stands for the tone of the agenda that is told to make audience

believe the issue being told.
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VI.  Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main category of from where the
information obtained

1. The federal government:

2. Addis Ababa city administration: Information that are obtained from Addis
Ababa City Administration

3. Developed regional states: Amhara, Oromya, Tigray, Harari, South Nation and
Nationalities People and Dire dawa

4. Developing regional states-including zone and weredas: Afar, Somali,
Benishangul Gumuz, and Gambella

5. Mixed: If the information obtained from both developed and developing regional
states

6. Abroad: If the information is obtained from sources out of Ethiopia

VII.  Operational definitions for the sub-categories of the main category of who are
involved in the news piece

Officials from the federal government:
Officials from developed regional or zonal administrative [
Officials from developing regional states

Officials from Addis Ababa

SUE I

Opposition political parties: If opposition party representatives or members are

present

6. NGOS: When personals form Non-Government Organizations participated

7. Community members in Addis Ababa: Those who lived only in and around Addis
Ababa

8. Community members out of Addis Ababa:

9. Mixed: If officials both from Community members in Addis Ababa and
Community members out of Addis Ababa were involved in that news piece

10. Governmental organizations:

11. Others: Any participant other than the above listed
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Annex 111

Questions for key informants

Mangers of the Media House

Name

Media House Name:
Responsibilities in the station

Years served in the station

1. How are media pluralism and diversity defined in your station?

2. Is there a system to monitor media pluralism and diversity, especially in terms

of political view, in your station? If yes:

a. What body is in charge?

b. How do you measure or evaluate the degree of media pluralism and

diversity?

What aspects of pluralism and diversity do you monitor: - structure
(diversity of media companies and outlets, composition of national and
local media markets, audiences and regulatory structures, etc.)? - content
(genres, formats, opinions including political, cultural, religious, etc.)? -
sources (news agencies, independent production, etc.)?

Please describe any support measures and monitoring mechanisms that
you have put into place in order to encourage media pluralism and

diversity in your station

3. What are the main sources for News stories? Why?
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4. What kind of stories are most likely to get priority in the interest of the
institution?

5. Is there any challenge in practicing media pluralism, especially political
diversity, in your station? If Yes:

A. What are the challenges?

B. What are the possible solutions for these challenges?

5. Any additional comments?

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION
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Annex IV

Broadcast Media Inspection and Capacity Building Team Leader

Name

Responsibilities in the station e
1. a. How are media pluralism and diversity defined in your station?
2. Is there a system to monitor media pluralism and diversity, especially in terms
of political view, in your station? If yes:

a. What body is in charge?

b. How do you measure or evaluate the degree of media pluralism and
diversity?

c. What aspects of pluralism and diversity do you monitor: - structure
(diversity of media companies and outlets, composition of national and
local media markets, audiences and regulatory structures, etc.)? - content
(genres, formats, opinions including political, cultural, religious, etc.)? -
sources (news agencies, independent production, etc.)?

d. Please describe any support measures and monitoring mechanisms that
you have put into place in order to encourage media pluralism and
diversity in your station

3. Please list any recent studies made by your office on:

a. media concentration in general;

b. impact of concentration on media pluralism of content;
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c. audience satisfaction vis-a-vis media pluralism of content.
4. Please list any relevant institutions active in the field of media concentration,
pluralism and diversity.

4. 1s there any challenge in devising a mechanism for media pluralism? If Yes:
A. What are the challenges?

B. What are the possible solutions for these challenges?

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION
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Annex V

Director of the News Session

Name

Media House Name:

Responsibilities in the station

Years served in the station

1. How do you get news ideas?
2. What is the focus in producing news stories?
4. What kinds of news stories get prime time? Why?
5. What are the main sources for stories? Why?
7. Do you cover the political activities of opposition political parties? How?
8. How do you assign reporters to cover a story? Why?
9. Do you think the issue of media pluralism, especially political pluralism, well
entertained in the news session of your station? If yes,
(a) What are the parameters?
If No, why?
10. What are the challenges?

11. What are the possible solutions for these challenges?

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION
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Annex VI

Opposition party leaders

Name

Name of the Party ----

Position

1. When was your party established?
2. How do you evaluate Ethiopian broadcasting media in entertaining different
political viewpoints?
3. What medium does your party uses to inform the society? Why?
4. Do you think the issue of media pluralism, especially political pluralism, well
entertained in the news session of the Ethiopian broadcast media? if yes
(a) In which stations
If no, why
5. What major challenges do you see in practicing pluralism in Ethiopian Broadcast
media?

6. What are the possible solutions for these challenges?

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION
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Annex VII
News Reporters

Name

Media House Name

Responsibility

Years served

1. In what ways are reporters assigned in your news room?
2. Who is your direct monitoring body in organizing news items?
3. Do editors censor your reports?
a. Ifyes,
By what criteria
4. Do any governmental or non-governmental bodies interfere in your reporting?
a. Ifyes
In what ways
5. In your reporting, do you think that you have covered a diversified ideas?
a. Ifyes
What are your parameters to measure this?
6. Do you think the issue of media pluralism, especially political pluralism well
entertained in the news session of your station? Explain why.
7. What challenges and opportunities are there in practicing media pluralism during

reporting?

i THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION
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Annex VIII

List of Informants:

No

10

11

Name of Informant

Ato Abiyu Mekonnen

~ Ato Teshale Bekele

~ Ato Abenet Demeke

Ato Adane

Dr. Merera Gudina

Ato TAdesse Bezualem

Ato Dawit Mesfin

Ato Yayesew Shimeles

Ato Abayneh Tilahun

Ato Fassil Redi

Ato Eshete Assefa
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 Position

Brdadcasting Media

Inspection and Capacity Bld.

Team Leader

Deputy Director

Chief News Editor/Radio
Head in Executing
Committee

Deputy Chairman

Reporter

News section head/Reporter

Reporter

Senior Reporter

Senior Reporter/

News Director

- Organization

EBA

EBC

EBC

EDP

Medrek

FBC

FBC

EBC

EBC

FM102.1

FM102.1
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