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Abstract
Conflict is as old as human historyt is a clash of ideas resulted from the presence of
incompatibility of beliefs, ideas, values, wantsl goals of people. This definition shows that the
presence of incompatibility is the cause of conflict. Ethiopia has been experi¢heimgost
widespread and worstthnic conflicts after the coming of Abiy Ahmed into power. This was
realy a tragedy for Ehiopians. The purpose of this study is to assess how the two print media
namely, The Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter newspafiemne the ethnic conflicts that
occurred from April 2, 201-80ctober 2, 2018. These newspapers were deliberately selected
since theyare well knowrandinterested in dealing with cidal issues and current affairs. These
newspapersare from government and privatgrint media The English version of the
newspapers was selected, because #wsids ambiguity during translatioof its Amharic
version Similarly, the periodwas intentionally chosemecausethere were several ethnic
conflicts during that particular period. Media were also allowed to cover issues freely. To meet
the main objectives of the research, four main redegtrestions were set. These are: what were
the data sources for The Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter newspapers doviring ethnic
conflicts? What are the frames of The Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter newspapers used
during covering ethnic confliclsHow do The Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter newspapers
cover causes and consequences of ethnic conflict issues during the study period? Why The
Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter newspapers choose to use these types of frames in ethnic
conflicts? The reearch used textual analysis andeiview to answer the questionShe
research has found the following findingsuf frames the annihilation, the attribution of
responsibility, incapability of government officials and law and order, crime and justece a
identified in the study. Government offices were highly used as sources by The Ethiopian Herald.
The Reporter mostly uses victims, government officials and academics so as-ttheossthe
credibility of the source. The sources influenced the seleet@dpapers to frame the stories the
way identified above. It also influences the newspapers to cover mostly the consequences
ignoring the root causes of the ethnic conflithe research also identified that the ownership
and political ideology of the nediahas an impact in covering ethnic conflicts.

viii



Chapter One

Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

Conflict is as old as human histogonflict dates from the beginning of human history ailtl
probably never endJéong, 2008:4). This shewthat conflict seems the inseparable side of
human life. As far as human beings exist, conflict exists though the type varies. There-s no all
inclusive definition for conflict. Different scholars have defined conflict differently based on
their interest. The most common way of defining conflict basically focuses on thest$eof

the partiesConflict can be defined as the friction caused by difference, proximity and movement
(Francis, 20023). Conflict represents the persistent and pervasive nafuigergroup and
international competition among disparate interests and vé#ha¢underlies power dynamics
(Jeong, 2008:5). This definition shows that the presence of diversified hnteassts,needs

and wants along with their abilities, and so@#utfill these interests, people come in to clash.

It also occurs when two or more groups having incompatible desires, attitudes or needs want to
get their interests through actions that hurt the other group.idéw is strengthened by Jepimg

conflict situations, the dynamics of actions and counteractions inevitably engage attempts to
contr ol the otherds behavi or (Jeoongf 20@8%). Interesth t h e
can be found in many ways, such as over access to and distribtitiesources (e.g. territory,

money, energy sources, food); control of power and participation in political decision making;
identity, (cultural, soial and political communities), statusr values, particularly those

embodied irsystems of government,ligion or ideology.

Conflict is a clash of ideas resulted from the presence of incompatibility of beliefs, ideas, values,
wants and goals of peoplBue to the presence of heterogeneous people in the world, it seems
that this heterogeneity is a source ohfiict in one or another way. e by itself brings
conflict. This isbecause people will not live the same life; they go in accordance with the time.
Conflict is also always about chan@Eoit, 2012:7). He stateshat among other thingpeople

trying to meet unfulfilled needs, enhance their influence, defend their identities, gain increased

access to resources and reduce inequalities and injusttielly conflict may not always be



taken agdestructive; unless it is violent. Conflict is an importdnver of change and change is
at the heart of almost all reporting;is what makes newsnews T oit, 2012:7).

African societies |ike other developing natic
inter-ethnic conflicts since preolonial times a trend that even colonization did not break

(Isackqg 2007:1).Ethnic, or interethnic, conflict refers to disputes between contending groups

who identify themselves primarily on the basis of ethnic criteria and who make group claims to

resources on thieasis of their collective righ{#3ienderson2010:4).

Ethnic, or interethnic, conflict refers to disputes between contending groups who identify
themselves primarily on the basis of ethnic criteria and who make group claims to resources on
the basis oftteir collective right§Henderson, 2010:4Media play a very great role in society. If

they are used properly, media can foster peace in the society. For instance, media events can be
used in times of conflict to build confidence, facilitate negotiationdo break diplomatic
deadlocks to create conducive atmosphere to negoti#tftar. World War I, media have been
directly taking part in ethnic conflicts. Sudan, Rwanda, Yugoslavia, and Turkey are current
examples of these conflictdrcan 2013: ). Media can play great roles in escalating or reducing
conflicts. If hate speech is released from media to the audience, the role of media will be
escalating conflict. For exampléhe most drastic and well known examples of hate speech
communicated througthé media that have brought worldwide attention, have beenienped

in Rwanda and Yugoslav{@rcan, 20131).

In Rwanda the media were instrumental in the 1994 genocide, while the local
media incited the killing based on ethnicity, the internatiomadlia either ignored

what was happening or misinterpreted the events there. The local population
depended on the services provided by the radios especially for those who were
unable to read and write. The radios also played a crucial part while connecting
the government to the governed. Rwanda, until 1991 was a single party state
therefore government used the radios to inform the population on the new cabinet
lists, list of admission to secondary schools as well as dismissal of government
officials. But in1994 genocide was not the first time the radios encouraged ethnic
killings (Mubiri Muthoni Ruth, 2014:3). The private broadcast comdahye des

Mille Collines and the national Radio Rwanda took active roles in fomenting
ethnic hatred among citizens drig the Hutu people to kill at least half million of

the Tutsi population in 1994Arcan H. Esra, 2012). The news media play a
significant role in the success of multidimensional peace missions (Gadzekpo,
2017:20).



It is true that the media singtendelly cannot start a war; it is also true that the media single
handedly cannot end conflicAican, 2013:2). This is because there should be agents either to
bring peace orto end confliddiN or NGOsO6 radio stations and
seveal countries have disseminated impartial, reliable news and information and developed
conflict resolution strategiesbid, 2013:3). The vital role of the media in reporting conflicts is

to accurately present events in a fair and balanced way.

Ethiopia B a home of several ethiinguistic communities with different histories, languages,
beliefs and cultures. It has experienced war, ethnic clashes, ethnic tensions, and violence. This
study, thus, dedicated for itself to prepare how the two print medsebdwave played roles in

giving attention in covering ethnic conflicts.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Ethiopia is a bme of over 80 ethnic groups with differdahguages and possesses different
dialects. This diversity has been a source of strength, rasrdgrated by the unity of all the
ethnic groups in the fight against the Italian invasion in the 1890s and 1930s as well as the
Somali incursion in the 1970%&ebede 2016: 23). It is composed of several ethfinguistic
communities with different histas, languages, and cultures. Despite their diverse historical
origins and with several points of contacts over the centuries, all of them have coexisted and
continue to exist as nations among natiflngbo, 2012: 63). However this diversity does not

usualy be guararged for strength because it magain be a cause of conflict.

Ethnic conflicts in Ethiopia currently are aggravating. The people in Ethiopia, who are divided
linguistically, geographically, and culturally, have been experiencing ethnicatertfiat result a
very severe loss of human lives and properties. All these ethnic conflicts are arising from the

four corners of the country.

To show how ethnic conflicts are widespread, serious, and complex in the
country, the Borana Zone of Oromia malgo be another good example. In
this zone, the ethnic grouf3uji, Garba, Burji, Borana, Garrend Konso

have been experiencing fierce conflicts amongst each other, which have
resulted in the loss of many lives. For example, the conflict between the
Boranaand theKonsoethnic groups killed 23 people in four months in 2008
(Mulatu,2017: 25).



He has al sanflichdd theBargnaagakst thesabraandGarrekilled three people in

2 0 0 Molatu( 2017: 25).Even recently, there was ethnic conflitween Afar and Tigray,
Ambhara and Tigray, Sidama and Wolayta, Oromo and Gambara and Gumuz, etm 2018
Though the government has interfered, they are increasing from time tolfithese problems

do not get immediate solutions, things can gaseocand worse. For this, the media have to
interfere because the aia are the most powerful entitien earth. They have the power to
make the innocent feel guilty and the guiltylfee i nnocent and thatoés thi
happens the way the mediapent the story becausedia can control the minds of the masses.
Media have a major role to play in controlling the spread of conflict by disseminating
informationto the public with the widest coveradey preaching peace bringing very accepted
elites b the medialt is so impotant to assess how media repaitinic conflicts in Ethiopia.

There are gaps that identify how the Ethiopian print media have reported thoseetfiists in
Ethiopia. Mostof the literatures haveeportedthat the media carither show a negative or
positive intervention in the escalation of conflicts in a given couRegearchers have discussed

the negative roles of the media in escalating conflicts among ethnic groups by taking cases of
Rwandan and Former Yugoslavian damn$, which caused the killing of at least one million
people in total in the two countries. On the contrary, the Northern Ireland local media are
mentioned as playing a positive role in solving the conflicts and bringing peace to the two
religious groupsAs long as ethnic conflicts in Ethiopia exist, journalists should seriously work
on reportingthem according to the standard being socially responsible during framing conflicts
particularly ethnic conflictsTherefore, studying the ethnic conflict repogtin Ethiopian Herald

and The Reporter Newspapers may have vital importance for this discussion on the media and
ethnic conflicts in EthiopiaEthiopian media soghow work in complex situationgrinting

ethnic conflict stories should not be seen as Erap the reporting of other issues. Reporting on
these issues means that journalists are giving due attention to all ethnic comfiiets
journalists, and the media in general, need to be able to offer various professional and moral
aspects.This is beause the intervention of the media in reporting ethnic conflicts in a
professional and responsible way becomes profoundly important, not only to inform the public
credibleinformationcorrectly, but also to let the media play a crucial role in solvingéhethnic
conflicts that frequently happen in the count&g the main concern of this study, the ethnic

conflicts in the country and the Ethiopian media, conducting a research on these two cases might

4



show the overall situations of the media/journaliststhe country, and might offer some

contribution to academics in media studies.
1.3. Objectives of the Research

1.3.1General Objective

The general objective of thistudy is to assess how the public and private newspapers frame

ethnic conflicts in Ethiol

1.32 Specific Objectives
The specific objectives are to:

1. Analyzing the sources of ethnic conflict stories used by the two selected newspapers
during the study period.

2. ldentifying the type of framing used during covering ethnic conflict stories in the

sampled period
1.4. Research Questions

The following are the main research questions

1. What were thesources for Ethiopian Herald and Reporter Newspapers duriregiagv
ethnic conflicts from April 2, 201-8ctober 22018 G.C?

2. What are the frames dlfie Ehiopian Heradl andthe Reporter Newspaperssed during

covering ethniconflicts?

3. How do the Ethiopian Herald and ThReporter Newspapersover causes and

consequences of ethnic conflict issues during the study period?

4. Why Ethiopian Herald and Reporter Wgpapers chase to use this type of frame in
ethnic conflict®



1.5 Significanceof the Study

Although different researches have been conductestloncconflict, for example inter-ethnic
conflicts between the Gabra and Dassentech communities of Mafisatwkq 2007), print

media framing of the Niger Delta conflict in the two Nigerian Newspap&nsenagahawon,

2017), the role of media in conflichanagementGhebii, 2015), the news framing of the 2003
IRAQ War (EFBendary 2015), and Why Silence? Repod Internal Conflict in Ethiogn
Newspapers (Mulatu2017), they specifically did not see the framing of ethnic conflicts in
Ethiopiarecently This research would contribute for journalists and academic staff on how to
report ethnic conflicts the way hrings peae among different ethnicitiesAs it is known,
Ethiopia is a home of over hundred million people with different religion, language, culture etc...
The people may be ironoflict as they do not have compatible, ideas, wants, needs and attitudes.
During this time, the media should givare when framing the conflidtly comparative study of

these two different newspapers could clearly invetigfze way ethnic conflicts afeamed. So

editors and journalists of the selected media houses wouditofrom this research how they
should report ethnic conflicts in accordance with media ethics to bring peace among ethnicities.
The academic staff would get a starting point for further research. It would also show the way
ethnic conflict reporting shodlbe on the basis of social responsibilities and ethics of the media.

In short the researcher believes that the present study is important in serving as feedback on the
pressesd performance regarding the qtsand ity
Ethiopia in their publications. It specifically helps to fill the gap of the press in presenting or
reporting ethnic conflict issues. It also serves as a reference material for researchers who are

interested in studying the framing and coveragelatfietconflicts in the Ethiopian media.

1.6 Scopeof the Study
There are many state and private owned newspapers in Ethiopia. However, this study focuses on

the coverage ofhe Ethiopian Herald andhe Reporter Newspapers (English version) in their
last sk months, fromApril 2, 20180ctober 2, 2018 G.)publication At the above mentioned
time, several ethnic conflicts broke out in different parts of Ethiopia. The stymgally
concentrate@n news storieabout ethnic conflict issuaes Ethiopia. The reearch reliedn the
Ethiopian Herald andReporter Newspapers (Englishfhe researcher chose these English

version newspapers to avomnfusion during translation, and most researchers tend to study



Amharic published newspapers. There the researcheedvantsee the English version ones.
The study focusedn both private and government newspaperss to find out if framend

coverage of content have a relation with variation in ownership and ideological view.

1.7 Limitation of the Study

Like other resea@hes, this research haksogot its limitations. The study did not include more
media outlets i.e. electronic and online, neutral media and other local print media. The study also
did not include newspaper readers to study their perception towards thi@gfraf ethnic
conflict. This did not happen because of the interests of the study, especially interests in the
media, as well as the time limitation. The other limitation of the study was lack of local
literatures. All the three theories were Western. Témearch also could not include many
participants in the interview. To sum up, the abmentioned limitations and other challenges

occurred due to the limited time, and the focus of the research, to be more specific.

1.8 Organization of the Study

Theresearch has five chapte@hapter Onéntroduces the study and demonstrates the need and

the background contexts of the ethnic conflicts in the country, the statement of the problem of
the study, the research questions, objectives of the research, aicdpe research, and
limitations of the researchChapter Twofocuses on the literature review and theoretical
frameworks. It has discussed the three theories that have strong relation with the research. These
theories are agenda setting, framing and swoegponsibility. Chapter hree dealghe methods

used in the study. It mainly focuses on defining the tools used for data gathering and analysis,
and shows the reasoning around vamgd how they are employed hef&hapter Four presents

data presentation dranalysis, gives emphasis to the identified frames during the s@ilthpter

Five focuses a conclusion and recommendation of the study.



Chapter Two

Review of Related Literature

2.1 Conceptand Definition of Ethnicity

It is difficult to preciséy define ethnicity.Different scholars define ethnicity in different ways

from different perspectivesiccording to Lubo(2013:2 ) i tue to she Habness of the
objective and subjective criteria iInWHeHavyed i n
addedfiUsual ly ethnicity shows grouping based on

history, territory etc. whi ch ar e 2)bBatothaets on ot
could not agree that ethnicity shows only based gactibely determined factorsdizkias for
instance states that #Aéit i's not cl ear what |
[ M] any concepts, such asétribe, and é clan, h
group, and it is veryifficult to distinguishthem (Hizkias, 2001: 113; cited in Lubo, 2013

discourses of ethnicity, perhaps the most serious deficiency is lack of a uniform criterion to
define it. For some, ethnicity is assessed in tesmsce, in others as a languagé st other

cases religious difference become vital tool to defiiBaignachew2018:2).

An ethnic grougs commonly defined aS a body of individuals who purportedly share cultural

or racial characteristics, especially common ancestry or territargahowhich distinguish them

from member s oBojana20084el6). -AAmr ofutstoni(c groupo i s th
who have common points of reference to these ethnic dimensions of the social world and who
perceive that they indeed have these thimgcommon and that these similarities are captured by

a | abel, the enen i2004483).oupds name

Ethnicity is the state of being ethnic or belonging to a certain ethnic group or it is an affiliation or
identification with an ethnigroup (Kelbs, 1998;cited in Bantayehu Demisse016: 9).
Ethnicity is that set of personal points of reference, thick and thin, that involve what we call
Aet hni adans kkiweeh peoplélénery2004 473).

A commonly used definition is that an ethnic gragpa collectivity of people who share the

same primordial characteristics such as common ancestry, language and cultur@QL3R).



Lubofinalyhas defined it as AEthnicity then refers
ot hers. o

2.2 Ethnic Conflict

Ethnic diversity is the defining feature afany countries in the world, and its heterogeneity
ranges from having different ethnic lines in the given federations to diversity within the same
ethnic line but difference in clan and clasg@by 2018:1). Though it is very difficult to get all
inclusive definition for ethnic conflict, it is advisable to see some definitions defined by different
scholars. Interethnic conflict has been largely explained by psychological, economic, and

political modes of conflict in the scholarliterature Henderson, 201().

Ethnic, or interethnic, conflict refers to disputes between contending groups who identify
themselves primarily on the basis of ethnic criteria and who make group claims to resources on
the basis of heir collective rights lenderson2010:4). Mulatuh a s  sEtheianConflidtis

mainly defined as being bad on its formation and nator@017:5). Since it is very confusing,

he emphasized as filt i s b eaprened betweeh avo difierent s 1 s
groups, which have different cultures, kinships, languages or settlements and that can be
described as a nation, a nat i oMulaluRkl®#5). a tri be

Conflict is pervasive term. Its causerse anumerousEthnic conflict may entaila clash of
cultures; it pits against each other people whose values are in conflict, who want different things,
and who do not really understand each other (Horowitz, 1BB8Ethnic conflict, however, is

the resul of feelings and sentiments in which members of a particular group develop as they
interact and compare their positions with other ethnic groups (Hyden, 28@6:.cited in
Dagnachew 2018: 4). In a situation of conflict, the local media can play a majie in
preventing the conflict because the public relies on the medidetuify facts and tangible

realities from assumptions and spin, to provide a reliable account of what is really going on.

2.3 Ethnic conflict in Ethiopia
Ethiopia is a multethnicstate, composed of several ethmguistic communities with different
histories, languages, and cultures. Despite their diverse historical origins and with several points

of contacts over the centuries, all of them have coexisted and continue to esigbas among



nations (Lubo 2013:1). But as time went on, Ethiopia has experienced ethnic conflicts both
before and after 1991.

According to Galperinbetween the 4th and 6th centuries, Ethiopia was a Christian Kingdom
called Axumitethat declined inth&"cent ury due to Muslim Arabés
Muslim Sultanates of Ifat, Hadiya and Adal Kingdot@alperin, 1981: 58)He contends that

between 1434 and 1468 Emperor Zara Yaqob had established a Christian empire over the
Islamized peoples dhe Eastern and Southern parts of the couitirgt, 1981: 58) As a result, a

feudal clerical state that continued to thrive until the beginning of the 20thrgdrad come to

exist. The 16 century history of this state was noted by the endless vgaisst the Muslims

and the Oromo [expansion], which still have considerable impacts on thetimtéc and inter

religion relations of Ethiopian$1981: 58). Ethiopia not only in the ancient time but also
currently is facing ethnic conflicts. Lublmsdiscussed thenajor causes of most of the post 1991

conflicts between the various ethnic groups in Ethiapid classified them dsllows:

[He classified as] ario-political, socieeconomic, or socigultural scenarios.
Thus, the causes of the SilBurageconflict, the Wagagoda language conflict, the
ShekeMegengir conflict, the Anuakuer conflict, the Bert&umuz conflict, and

the OromeAmhara conflict were competitions over sogiolitical and socie
economic benefits. On the other hand, the causebeofzededGuji conflict, the
BoranaGerri conflict, and the Afalssa conflict were socioultural problems.
What is more, the Orom8omali conflict was a border political dispute which
can be considered as competition over resource. Therefore, it ipdaosargue

that ethnic differences have got little to do with regard to causing the post 1991
ethnic named conflicts in Ethiopig.ubo, 2013:7)

In the case of Hadiya Nationality Zone, there is a massive ethnic diversity, in which Hadiya
ethnic group & settled in the form of territorially concentrated, and termed as local majorities,
whereas, Amhara, Bahirawork Masimasa, Kembata, B@otemo, Temabaro, Gurage, Silte;
Wolayita, Sidama, Oromo and others are termed as dispersedly settladindrdies (Tigaby
2018:8) Even nowa daysthese ethnic conflicts are wide spread about all over EthiSpiae

Abiy, Prime Minister of Ethiopia, came to power in April 2018 astortedin reforms, the
opening up of the political space and loosening of staté@e have reignited longimmering

ethnic conflicts.

According to the 10th round (Maréhpril) of the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), at least
1,073,764 people were displaced by conflict as of-Apdl 2018. While some IDPs were

10



displaced since 2@] the vast majority of the displacements occurred-September 2017 in
Oromia and Somali regions. More people have been displaced ®romia and Somalia
regions.In May 2018, renewed violence between the Borana (Oromo) and Garre (Somali)
communities Ning in Moyale has led to new internal displant and protection concerns.
According to a multagency assessment that visited theflaraffected areas on 26 May,
15,645 households/families (93,870 individuals) were displaced by this latest inaid&rding

3,702 IDPs children. In the mdane, the security situation in Moyale remains tense and
unpredictable (EthiopiaOromiai Somali Conflictinduced DisplacemenSituation Report,

2018:1). This report assessed some other areas like Gedeo andd=stpted as:

Separately, The National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC)
estimates that some 700,000 people are displaced by the West Guji (Oromia)
Gedeo (SNNP) intecommunal violence since April 2018. This situation report
does not covethis group of IDPs (internally displaced children) since flash
updates are being produced regularly, specifically focusing on the West Guiji
Gedeo conflicinduced displacementdbid, 2018:1)

Or omi a, Somalia and SNNPO&s r eegthesenethniceconflictsn ot
happened. There are other regions that ethnic conflicts were seen. Tensions between the
neighboring ethnic groups in Ethiopia have spiraled into a growing humanitarian Etisisc
Amharaswho were evicted and displaced from the Bensha@guhuz and Oromia regions are

yet to receive government assistariedhnic Amharas, for instance, hagkimed ownershipf

the Wolgait and Raya territories in northwestern Ethiopia, leading to tensions with the Tigray
region, which currently administers these araad Violence, has often erupted over the claim
(https://theconversation.com/hesthnicviolenceis-destabilisingethiopi.., 2018, accessed on

3 January2019.

Hundreds of innocent Ethiopians have died in the southern cities of Awassa and Sodo because of
ethnic violence And in the past twonveeks alone, dozens of Ethiopians from the Gamo,
Ghuraghe, and Dorze groups around the capital city, Addis Ababatavgeted and killedby
unidentified assailants, and rally that was organized in Addis Ababa to protest the killings was
violently dispersed by police. The media reported that some residentkillestdy government

security forces (https://theconversation.cohow-ethnicviolenceis-destabilisingethiopi...2018

accessed on®January 2019.
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https://theconversation.com/persecution-of-ethnic-amharas-will-harm-ethiopias-reform-agenda-98201
https://theconversation.com/persecution-of-ethnic-amharas-will-harm-ethiopias-reform-agenda-98201
https://www.opride.com/2018/02/23/amhara-protest-stalwarts-released-government-remains-mum-welkait-issue/
https://theconversation.com/how-ethnic-violence-is-destabilising-ethiopias-reform-gains-103928
https://ethsat.com/2018/06/ethiopia-over-200-killed-in-ethnic-violence-southern-ethiopia/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-violence/at-least-23-die-in-weekend-of-ethiopia-ethnic-violence-idUSKCN1LX0VK?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-violence/ethiopian-protesters-killed-for-singing-anti-government-songs-u-n-idUSKBN1FC2GC
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-violence/ethiopian-protesters-killed-for-singing-anti-government-songs-u-n-idUSKBN1FC2GC
https://theconversation.com/how-ethnic-violence-is-destabilising-ethiopi...2018

24 News Media and Conflict Coverage

Conflicts arethe central part of human lives and the media acéive part of any conflict
(Hamelink, 201111). People use sdia assources of information to know about what is going

on around the globélhe mass media are vital to all sections of the mmd through their
functions. There is popular recognition that media play considerable functions in different
societies by provieg information upon which critical decisions are baskestagehel, 2017:

2). Globally the magazines, newspapers, radio, television as well as other media platforms shape
social disturbances such as conflict, war, social injustice among dffienscis 2017: 1).

Having thosenformation, people can plan, judge, decide, and execute their activities. Media and
politics mostly influence each otheBlack stated that:fiOfficials are needed by the media
because they provide information needed to produce;raffigals on the other hand need the
media to communicate their message to the public. This shows that media and politics have
strong relation regarding informatioBlack, 2006;cited in TesfagebrieP017:1). According

to Ha(2003:1 1 ) ,ithotit Méws media, both the voters and political actors cannot even imagine
how to participate in and maintain the democratic pracdasthe same way, Ebenezalso
supports this ideghat he media have played and continue to play a significant role in many
ethnic conflicts and wars that ever toplace in history and through thegportagehumankind

has become informed and aware about ethnic conflict on the globe through various forms
(Ebenezer, 20181). Media havea major role to play in controlling the spdeaf conflict by
disseminating knowledge to the public with the widest cove(@ggy 2014: 2). Although

conflict is pervasive, the media tend to be selective in their reportage of conflict. The news media
do not give equal focus to conflict situationspg® may enjoy maximum reportage, others are
underreported or not reported at dliottle stateshat those groups who have the power to own

the media have been taking the advantage of owning the institutions to manipulate the content of
the media to praste the message in the way they want it to be, and they thus make the other
groups powerlesgCottle, 2006:2). This can be illustrated taking the case of the Rwandan
genocide in 1994. Media in the Rwanda Genocide in 1994 were very instrumental by pgomotin

hate speech over the radio stations and print media.
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2.5 Journalism and News Selection

In the process of writing and reporting a given story in the media, journalists hold the prime
responsibility for selecting an issue and producing it in a formatish&d be disseminated

(Mulatu, 2017:36). According to M®uail journalism is described as a profession that produces,
reproduces, and disseminates knowledge to large audiences through the(Mufiimil,

1987:51; cited in Mulatu, 201385). The media ar@ major player during periods of conflict by
virtue of the influence they can exert on t h
situations because the agenda the media set and how issues are framed can also impact on the
direction or outcomeof conflict situations Qlomojobi, 2017: 1). Howard succinctly notes,
AConflict Iis a tremendous ma(gowad, 200l5065citeadbye c onv
Mulatu). This may be the reason that many of the

reporting on conflicts and wa(Mulatu, 201737).

2.5.1 Conflict Attracts Media
Media and conflict have great connecton Thi s i s especially the casg¢
bl eeds, it | eads o, and t hus crage,fsihce it sellsilagge t hei |
copies of the newspapef®lulatu, 2017:141). People are highly sensitive for conflict issues
andhe media report on conf | iSintespeopleonatonalye geemt he r
willing to share the pain of others,umalists cover conflicts not only to inform, as one of the
functions of media is to inform, but also to share feelings, emotions, and to show the social,
political, economic and psychological crisis. Then, they suggessible solutions Again
conflict issues mostly are unpredictable and this newness usually attracts journalists for

coverage.

2.5.2 Conflict Sells Newspapers
Media generate or make money from selling newspapers and through advertises. Newspapers get
customers when human sensitive stoass reported. Conflict is one of the issues which attract
the emotions of readers. It is clear that the newspapers should be able to cover all of their costs
for publication and circulation, either through the sale of copies of the newspapers or theough t
income from advertisingMulatu, 2017:39). This helps the news media house survive long in

the market.
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2.6 Theoretical Frameworks

2.6.1 Agenda settingTheory
There are many medgffecttheories in the field of mass communicatiagenda setting theory
is one of them The development of the agerskttng theory iscreditedto McCombsand
Donald Shaw based on their seminal study published in 1972. The eggitidg theory also
draws from the assertion d@ohenwh o o bser ved t hat uccdsstul nuchefs s A me
the time in telling people what to think, but it is stunningly successful in tetBngaders what
to think aboud (Cohen, 1963120).

The media selectively highlight issues and influence the formation of opinion on such issues
amongmembers of the public. Agenda setting can therefore be defined as an ability of one or
more actors to influence the degree of importance accorded to an issue either in the minds of
citizens, in a programme of policies, or in the priority given to padrassue or news by media
outlets (Dearingl 989 andSoroka, 2002¢ited in Davies2015:5).

The main interest of the research is to assess how framing has been constructed in the Ethiopian
print media context in the case of ethnic conflicts. Agendageatfers to the idea that there is a

strong correlation between the emphasis that mass media place on certain issues (e.g., based on
relative placement or amount of coverage) and the importance attributed to theséissass
audiences (McCombs anth&w, 1972rited inScheufele and@ewksbury,2006:3).

McCombs and Yuksehrgue thatii genda setting theory basically explains how and why the

public learn how much importance to attach to a topic from the emphasis placed on isin new

c oV e r(dofemibs ad Yuksel,2004: 328) The mass media séhe agenda for public
attention and | ay the groundwork for public o
peopl e what to think, but w 2G03: 311).dMcCormbs and  a b o u
Yuksel cite five major categories namely orhavsets the agenda of the medrdtuencefrom

individual media workersinfluence of media routinesOrganizational influence on content

Influence on content from outside media organizations)@demlogy(2004: 383.

The agendaetting theory is basically about the causal relationship between media agenda and
public agenda. Rather than directly telling the public to consider one issue as more important

than another, the media set agenda by gispegialtreatmenta issues in their coverage.
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The agendaetting theory also draws from the assertionGdhenwho observed that the press

Amay not be successful much of the time in t
successful in tellingts readers whatotthink aboub (Cohen1963: 120). Similarly, Grossberg,

Wantdla, Whitney and Wiseaffirm that the media cue the public to see certain issues as

i mportant by the prominence such iIissues are g

given day andluration of coverage over tima€2006:367)

Agenda setting is considerably more than the classical assertion that the newswblig tes
think about.The news also tells usow to thinkabout it Both the selection of objects for
attention and the saiton of frames for thinking about these objects are powerful agesttiag
roles(McCombs andghaw, 19935).

AThe media are the primary sources of nationa
provide the best and only easily available appnation of everchanging political realié s 0
(McCombs & Shaw, 1972: 188ijted in Mulau, 2017:66).

2.6.2 Socid Responsibility Theory
The social responsibility theory is one of the normative theories of the press. Social
responsibility theory was borpecause there was a probldiy its predecessor, the libertarian
theory of the press. This theargin be described as exrtensiorof the libertarian theory because
it was conceived as an upgrade to address the shortcomings of the libertarian theorye The fre
market place of ideas had been advanced in the libertarian paradigm, but it failed to guarantee
press freedom and bring about expected benefits to the public because it primarily focuses on
selling ideas freely without considering the social values ekttiety. At the emergence of the
social responsibility theory, however, it was soughtt at medi a owneamnsdfi p i s
public trust or stewardshi p, rather than an
The social responsibility thep shot into prominence around the period of the Second World
War. Scholars specifically cite the year 1947, when the Hutchins Commission gave its report on
the freedom and responsibility of the press, as the origin of the theory.

McQuail summarized the dsic principles of social sponsibility theory as followsMedia
should accept and fulfitertain obligations to societythese obligations are mainly to be met by

setting high or professional standards of in formativeness, truth, accuracy, objedciivity,
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balance. In accepting and applying these obligations, media should begdkhting within the
framework of law and established institutioifie media should avoid whatever might lead to
crime, violence, or civil disorder or give offense to minogtpups. The media as a whole
should be pluralist and reflect the diversity of their society, giving access to various points of
view and to rights of replySociety and the public have a right to expect high standards of
performance, and intervention cée justified to secure theublic good. Journalists and media
professionals should be accountable to society as agetb employers and the marK€enis
McQuiail, 1987; cited in Baran & Davis, 20111 6).

2.6.2.1The Relevance of the Social Responsibiliffheory
Sensational and inaccurate reporting may escalate a conflict situation into violent proportions;
objective and balanced reporting by the press tend to act as a platform to commence conflict
resolution. The media should report conflicts respondiblgwing the interests of the society

than the media house.

2.6.3 Framing Theory

Framing theory is very essential to this research because frames are abstractions that work to
organize or structure message meaning. The most common use of frames is af teeni,ame

the news or media place on the informatilbay conveyDruckman, 2007: 104)The concept of
framing has been one of the most abundant areas of recent research in communication, politics
and sociology because framing can clarify and interffretextent the media affect puliic
understanding of politics and issugscheler & Dé&/reese 2012;cited in Muhammed2016:

5).

Framing theory offers the basis for understanding how conflict is reported in newspapers
(Carpenter2007) because accordinto Dé/reese, Boomgaardeand Semetkoa frame is an
emphasis in salience of various aspects of an issue such as c{béiteese, 2005),
Boomgaarden, and Semetko, 2011; citeMuhammed2016:5). The framing theory focuses on

which topics or issueare selectefor coverage by the news media because it happens when the
way the events are reported in the media has an impact on how they are understood by the

audience.
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2.6.3.1The History and Concept of Faming
Different researchers and scholars defraening differently.Framing has emerged as one of the
most popular areas of research for scholars in communig&eaciatore 2013:2). Authors in
the field of sociology and psychology have given their own definitions to framing but one who
contextualied the definition of framing to theeld of communication isGoffman Goffman
defined framing as fia schemat a ddcae,pertera, pr et a

identify and labebccurrences or life experiensé (Goffman, 1974; cited in Abey2018:11).

Reesedescribed framing aBa process of giving meaning that can be embedded across stories,
media, and time(Reese, 2007:50; cited in Boesman, 20%iIn the case of the media, news
stories appear to kmystematizedbased on narrative oeentions that offer an explanation about
who is doing what, and with what purpo3eichman describes news i@swindow whose frame
limits the perception of reality, by limiting the perception of different realities and focusing on a
specific piece of @ (Tuchman, 1978; cited in Abreu, 2018). If messages are specifically
repeated, some aspects of the reality perceived through the névbe wilore prominent than

others.

Entmandefines framingasa process i n which somand@sepect s
greater emphasis or importance, so that the problem is defined, its causes are diagnosed, moral

judgments are suggested and app EotpanilaoB82e sol ut

Framing has been described as a concept, an appro#ithorg, a class of media effects, a
perspective, an analytical technique, a paradigm, and a pardidigmatic research program
(D6ANngel o & KuRammg is, thasppteBent in2the.mind of the journalist who
writes the news report, but also metnews report that he builds, reaching the reader through a
decoding process that is necessary to understand the news report and the reality to which it refers
(Abreu, 20152).

ANews narratives are constructed frcomeptgnd em
symbols and visual images emphasized in the news narrative. By providing, repeating and
reinforcing words and visual images that reference some ideas but not others, frames work to
make some ideas more salient in the text, others lesansbdher entirely invisible (Abera,

2018:11). Framing is beyond the stated meaning in the text because it incorporates what is not
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written rather it also shows what implied. This idea is further supportédthgaa sframiing is

never based only on whatwsr i t t en and made comprehensible b
absent is as important as whaiincluded or what is preséAbdisa, 2010:186; cited in Abera,
2018:11).

Framing essentially involves selection and saligificgman 1993:52). For him toframe is to

select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating text,
in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, casual interpretation, moral
evaluation and/ or treatment evaluation for the item de=tr(1993:52). Framing may have a

wider room to install interpretations and affect public opinion in crisis communication like in

covering protest conflicts and other social occasion events.

Cohenalmost two decades before McQuail, wrote in his famoastdu m t hat t he pres
be successful much of the time in telling people what to think, but it is stunningly successful in
telling readers what to think abouté The worl
€ on the map thdmaby writess, editora and digheysrof the papers they réad

(Cohen, 1963: 13).

People usually look for information about conflicts, particularly ethnic conflicts since it is
sensitive in multethnic societies and other crisis to understand theesaaisd nature of the

events as well as agents to identify entities that should be held responsible for those conflicts.

Different scholarshave identified the various types of frames that would likely occur in news
stories or articles. These include humiaterest frame, attribution of responsibility, conflict,
economic, and morality framét. does not mean that the frame types are the only frame types,
but | preferred these for this research.

Semetko and Valkenburgxplained thatfhumaninterest framebrings a human face or an
emotional angle to the presentatiohan event, issue, or probleniSemetko and Valkenburg
(2000:95). This frame is perhaps a common frame in the news. In this case, journalists who seek
to dramatize political crisis and shift publopinion may capitalize on the disastrous angle or
picture. The researcher argues that ftaisme may be popular in ethnic conflmiverage as such
event is naturally sensitive to be dramatized and emotionalized thereby to retain audience

interest.
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Thesecond frame type, 6economic framing or as
Areports i ss uecdnomiatondequenaoes it wilf have brean individual, group,
i nstitut i o(Bematko andPatty i2@D0: ,96). Researchers arguet tiigs is also a

common type of frame as it has a news value (impact) to be considered in daily news coverage.

The third frame type is responsibility thatesents an event, issue or problem in such a way as to
attribute responsibility for its cause or widn to either the government or to an individual,
group, party or institution; news items suggest the issue or problem reqaiieasaction
(Semetko an&¥alkenburg 2000:95).

The fourth frame type is morality thptits the event, issue or problémthe context of religious

tenets or moral prescriptions; emphasizes collaboration and fello{iistiip2000:96).

The fifth frame typeg s 6 ¢ o n f Sematkb anfl Padtimargiéned that conflict frame is the
popular frame in the U.S and Euro(®@emako and Patti; 200096). This frame popularizes
conflicts between individuals, groups or institutions as a means of capturing audience interests.
Because of the emphasis on conflict, the news media have been criticized for inducing public
suspicionand mstrust of political leaders. From this definition, it can be presumed that this

frame occus in thecoverage of political crisis like ethnic tensiomar, terrorism angbrotests.

2.6.3.2The Framing Process (Framebuilding and frame-setting)
2.6.3.2.1Framing as a Pocess
Entman notesthat frames have several locations, including the communicator, the text, the
receiver, and the culturg&ntman, 19932). Successful political communication requires the
framing of events, issues and acts in ways that pr@merceptions and interpretations that
benefit one side while hindering tlo¢gher (Entman2003: 417)There components integral to a
process of framing that consists of distinct stages: filaniding, framesetting and individual

and societal level corguences of framing.

2.6.3.2.2Frame Building
Framebuilding refers to the factors that influence the structural qualitiesedfs frames

(DeVreese, 200551). The i nteraction bet ween the media
understanding of the issue kes the framing in the text clearer and more meanir(ulatu,
2017:79). This idea issupported bypeVreeseasframesettingrefers to the interaction between
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media frames and individud@igprior knowledge and predispositioriBeVreese, 2005: 51).

Framedn the news may affect learning, interpretation, and evaluation of issues and events.

2.6.3.2.3The Importance of Framing Theory
This theory helps the researcher to investigate how the ethnic conflict stories were framed in the

Ethiopian newspapers. Indhprocess of identifying the frame eft hni ¢ conf l i ct s,
category of framing, for instance, defining the problem, diagnosing the causes, making a moral
judgment , and suggesting a remedy are relevan

the techniques used in the newspagergman, 199352).

Before looking at the effect, framing literatures precede with identifpetgveen fames in
communicatiorandframes in thoughtAccording toDruckman framing in communication is the

way an individal uses words, images and elements of an event to transmit a message
(Druckman,2001).

2.7 Paradigmsof Framing
Entmandef i nes a paradigm as fAa gener al t heory

outcomes and operation of any particular system ofghod o r (Erdntan, 198351).

Writing in response t&Entman who believes there should be a single paradigm governing the
framing researchAngelo,asserted At here 1 £ arsiode,paradignn oft her e
framing(Angelo, 2000871) Hecritici zes Ent mands asseindonsistent of Af
and Angelo thinks that it i's a rhesauwingdr o f En
paradignd® (Angelo, 2000:871). Based on thigriticism, Angelo proposed thrgearadigms that

can govern atady of framing; Cognitive, Critical and Constructivist paradigbnd Angel o
20023). This classification has been supportedRmsengrerand Benige(Rosengren, 1993 and

Beniger, 1993).

In the application of these paradigms in framing research, they proaggarchers with distinct
images about the interaction betweentdek frames and framing effects (Ritzer, 19¢hed in
Angelo,2002:7).
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2.7.1 Critical P aradigm of Framing
Critical paradigm is a paradigm interested in the concept of media and doeniBaholars who
are within the critical paradigm including (Angelo,20@2 claim that frames are the outcomes
of newsgathering rdimes by which journalists conyenformation about issues and events from
the perspectives of values held by political asdn®emic elitesThese framesre thought to

dominate news coverage.

Critical scholars argue that news organizations select some information and intentionally omit
other information such that different frames of a topic either will not exist or will sstef a

single viewpoint supportivef the status quo (Reese aBdckalew, 1995 Solomon, 1990,
Watkins, 2001cited in Angelo2002:8).

Critical theorists contend that frames that are linked to power and hegemony can limitgée r
of debates and ideaBroponents of this paradigm do not believe power is usually distributed

pluralistically.

2.7.2 Cognitivist Paradigm of Framing
The study unde€ognitivist paradigm of framing regularly points out those journalists routinely
create meaningfully differentdmes about an issue or event within a single news item or among
many stories. To cognitivists framing effect ensue when information made accessible to an
individual interacts with prior knowledge (Angelo, 200. Scholars engaged in cognitive
framing sudi es may examine, through experimentat.

framing.

2.7.3 Constructivist Paradigm of Framing
The constructionist paradigm provides yet a third perspective on the study of framing. As
constructionists argueAngelo wr ot euynalisis Jace information processors who create
interpretative packages of the positions of
order to both reflect and aAhdelo,t2002:87h. dn thei s s u e
process of franmg, there e cert ai n cite becthwadpd d& will bava thet e s i
following effects, among otherk:constrains economically distressed communities feesing
their assets;onstrict poitical awareness of individuald)wart the aims of soal movementand

set parameters for policy debates not necessarily in agreement with democratic imothes
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process of framing social and political issues the news media can play powerful role in
determining the success or failure ofisat | mo v(Brased2005:(8; cited in Aber&018:
14).

Based on the above assertions, critical and constructionist paradigms, can be taken as more
useful theoretical frameworks to the study of media framing and its effect while the cognitive

one is more popular in ¢hfield of psychology.

2.8 Some Researches on Conflict Framing

Framing research became popular in mass communication due to its ability to affect readers,
when it is print mediumnegativelyor positively Francishas st udi ed APrint Me
theN ger Delta Conflict i n Tymncs01l8)didfecas whsi ger i ¢
framing technigues, dominant frame sources, and editorial formats used. He used content
analysis as a method and found that episodic fraceesered on specific case eventsand the

sources were highly dependent on governments. The editorial format used by the selected

newspaper was News report.

ManianandMileshave studied fAFraming the Syrian Ref uc¢
Arabic and English News Sowrcs(Blanian andViles, 2018) Their focuswas to know the key

frames emerge in portrayals of the Syrian refugee crisis in the news aradlitheir new

sources in the framing of the Syrian refugee crisis. They applied textual analysis and found that
English-language news stories typically framed the Syrian refugee crisis around domestic
political, cultural, and economic concerns. Arabic language articles also focused on regional and
global political dynamics and trends but more on the implications of wdhicanflict for the

personal and humanitarian conditions faced by Syrian refugees as pAbpla studied
AFraming of the 2015/ 2016 Or omo (Roerg,2BE&He by Lo
has used text analysis. His focus was to know the nasatifluenceont he r eader 6s per
widely used frame types and to know how the three newspapers framed the protest. He has
identified that Antipeaceframe was usd by the state owned newspaper, and therefore, rather

than influencing their perceptipthis had disappointed the interviewees in case and pushed them

to stop a detailed readinghe Aljazeera on the other hand used an ethnic tension tizanhe

portrayed the case of the Oromo protest as a product of a long shimmering ethnic discontent.
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Yangandlshak (2012) have studiédF r a imtenetgnic Conflict in Malaysia: A Comparative

Anal ysis of Newspaper Cover age o(anghnelsh&4kj ndu R
2012). In this study,Yang andlshak havetaken four newspapers. They hawsed content

analysis as a methodheir purpose was to compare the coverage of Hindraf by the Malaysian
mainstream Malay English, and Chineséanguage newspapers, as well as alternative
publications using a framing analysis. They finally out of altotal,205 articles on Hindraf

collected from the four newspapers, they found that Sin Chew Barliributed the most news

items (513 articles), followed by Malaysiaki{@42 articles), Thé&tar(185 articles), and Utusan
Malaysia(165 articles). The mastream newspapers used the leaders of the ruling party, Barisan

Nasional(BN, National Front) as their dominant news sources
The Ethiopian Herald Newspaper

This is one of the newspapers that is published by The Ethiopian Press Agency, a government
organkation that runs four different newspapers, namely, Addis Zemen, The Ethiopian Herlad
Al-Alem, and Berissa. Established in 1943, it is printed by the Berhanena SBeiating
Enterprise. This newspaperints in broadsheet format. The maximum nembf pags per

edition is 10, its circulation i9500. The Ethiopian Heralds published daily in theenglish
language The targetreadersare mainly the foreigners, diplomatic communities, elites and the
staff members of internationafganizationsThe EthiopiarHerald pays much of its attention to
Ethiopian political and national newghe editorial goal of The Ethiopia Herald is primarily to
focus on development, democracy, and good governance in the country and it is devoted to
promoting and building the image# the ®@untry. Although its focus is on local issues, it has
fewer local readersThe primary mission of the newspaper is not to generate income and to
maximize profits from the sale of the copies of newspapers and advertising. However, it is still

one d the newspapers that earn the highest amount of money from its advertising revenue.
The Reporter Newspaper

Reporteris one of the londived newspapers in the country. It has been in circulation since 1996
(established on 6th of the 13 month, 1987, he Ethiopian calendar) by the Media and
Communication Centre, which is owned by Amare

Amare initiated a media business and started publishimgeekly and weekly newspapeiihe
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weekly edition is published in [ghsh andcirculates on Saturdayk.has 40 pages per edition
This newspaper is printed by tiBerhanena SelarRrinting Enterprise. On averagegporter
circulated ®00 copieslt mainly focuses on current and political issues.
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Chapter Three

Research Methodology
3.1Framing as a Method

Scholars employ different methodological approaches to frame andfyarsing is usually

taken both as a theory and a method. While it explains how frames are manipukatect to

give a particular form of interpretation, it also puts mechanisms by which those frames can be
studied or extractecbome studies used quantitative content analysis or corrgmgisted frame

analysis (such as frame mapping), while othersepraf textbased interpretative, qualitative
approach. Framing is one of the theories that suggest research methods of its own and has
informed many studies in the world that were aimed to know how media represented several
political conflicts as well asmiluenced pblic perceptions (Abera2018:24. According to Rn

and Kosickj utilizing framing a s a met hodol ogi c @odnstrustingrand e gy r
processing discourse or c liParaadcKosckiilg98:i5¢ sitedof t h
in Linstrom and Marais, 201%&). The framing approach links the competing tendencies of

social analysis toward closure and openness and may be regarded as one of its strengths.

As Entmanput s AFrame analysis serves themediaal | owi
research: to define problems, to diagnose courses, to make value judgments, and to suggest
r e me d(Enemarg 199352). It would be possible to study the representation of étlenic

conflict by the government owned and privateedia through otheresearch methodsut

methods other than framirageless efficient to enable the researcher look into words, sentences

and paragraphs to explore meani@er methods may also enable the researcHerdmut the

effect of the media reporting on certagroup of audiences, but only framing can serve as a
method to bring into light how realities are, intentionally or unintentionally, cooked and served

to the media consumer to produce a certain impact.

Moreover, during sensitive political occasions, thedma tend to use frames as a hideout to
existing political realities or as an instrument to shift public opinion. It is, therefore, based on thi

justification that this studyisal framing as the best method to analyze the media framing of
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ethnic conflictsin Ethiopiafrom April 2, 2018 October2, 2018 bythe EthiopianHerald and
Reporter Newspapers.

There are five methodological approaches that are commonly used as measurement of media
frames. This includes hermeneutic approach, a linguistic approatm@al holistic approach, a
computerassisted approach, and a deductive approach. As to which method is best to conduct an
effective media framing analysis is debatable, but as has been dmghéathes andohring,

andthese five approaehs f a r e llyrexclusivamathes andohring, 2008:3).

Studies that employed tlermeneuti@pproachar e fwe | | , addespacialghoroughd

in their discussionof media frame$ In this approach, emerging frames are identified through
careful, deepand repated reading ohews storiesThe third method known as Computer
Assisted Approach also called Frame Mapping uses a quantitative approach. In this method the
researcher is not the one who finds the frames but computer program. The assumption behind
this agroach is that a certain frame may emerge due to the repeated occurrences of some related
words such as kill, murder, terror, etc. dhdse wordsnay form a frameike crimeframe But

this approach has got criticism. Tetic against this approachish at fAcomputer s ar
understand human language in all its richness complex and subtlety as a can a human coder"
(Ibid, 2008:6).

The deductiveapproachusespredetermined frameslentified by Semetko andvalkenburg

(Semetko and Valkenbur@000) Conflict, human interest, economic consequences, morality,

and responsibility frameCertainnumber of questions issually prepared for every single master
frame and the coder had to answer O6yes ofr no
reseacher fenced by these predetermined frames may underrepresent new emerging frames

during analysis. A failure to consider new emerging frames has its own role to create bias.

In this research, the researchesal the hermeneutic approaemdwas dominarly borrowing
some of the coding strategies in the mamgiroachAs was explained earliethese approaches
overlap and are not mutually exclusive implying that thegessarilyshare eme methods of

frame analysis.
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3.2Research Design

In the qualitative @search method, the hermenesiipproach allows the researcherexplore
meaning from words and paragraphsainontentwith all its richness and complexities which
appears to be less possible in some of the other approaches, especially those tliae share
quantitative traditionThe termhermeneuticsas its origins in the i7century, when it was
introduced as a method for biblical and classical literary interpretation to illuminatestng@ng

of the text (Eberhart and Piep&©94).The interpretatin is not only about what is stated in the
text but also what is implied. Framing is also not only about what is included but also what is
absent. Therefore, hermeneutics approach is important in this res¢hesie. are different
scholars arguing on theppropriateness of both qualitative and quantitative methods during
conducting framing research. Some prefer to study framing in the form of content analysis,
which is more of quantitativéMedia contents are coded for an already predetermined standard
frames and the frequent themesigpposedo be the dominant frame of the media under study.

Some ohersargue that using qualitative approach in a frame analysis study is more rewarding.
Referring to the explanatioof Hertog and MclLeodwrote quantitative m@alysis is more
successful when there is a particular set of concepts clearly related to a frame and the number of
times they are repeated ®dts the emphasis in that frame (Hertog and McLeod, 2001:152; cited

in Azpiroz, 2014:2)However, the attempt tdassify and obtain a list of concepts characteristic

of a frame may produce the loss of many nuances. What Hertog & Maoheawby this, as they

further argued, is that powerfobncepts central to frames dat meed to be repeated many times

to have a lg impact(Hertog & McLeod, 2001:76; cited in Azpiro2014:2).

Moreover, very essential instrumemt framing research analysis is interpretation which
exceptionally requiresunderstandingcontext and implicationBut according to Kuypers
Aqguantppabaevlk does not integrate the sthent exto
key to determine a frame (Kuypers, 2089). For this study most importantly demands political

and historical context to be interpreted, the researcher lcageddo usegualitativemethod in

analyzing the ethniconflict framing.

Using a qualitative method can offer many advantages for framing stzgyroz noted that
gualitative methods in framing (case of discourse analysis, focus groups or interviews) have a

more redistic and contextualized intpretive look, so that they do nhoverlook the presence of
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elements with a high symbolic content or cultural resonance, or what is evoked without being
explicit, or the omission of important dat@zpiroz, 2014:3). Qualitatve methods are valuable
when we wish not to count or measure phenomdén# to understand the character of
experience, particularly how people perceive and make setiseiioEommunication experience
(Linstrom and Marais2012:6) Therefore, the researahieas decided to use a qualitative method

as it has the aforementioned advantages. Many quantitative researchers claim that it isalifficult t
maintain objectivity in théaermeneutic (qualitative) research tradition.

According to Bradley, alidity, reliablity, and objectivity are criteria used to evaluate the quality

of research in the conventional positivist research paradiadley, 1993:431) As an
interpretive method, qualitative content analysis differs from the positivist tradition in its
fundametal assumptions, research purposes, and inference processes, thus making the

conventional criteria unsuitable for judging its research results

To evaluatean interpretive research wortye following criteria would be usedlincoln and
Guba proposed crédlity (confidence in the truth of findings), transferability (showing that the
findings have applicability in other contexts), dependability (showing that the findings are
consistent) and@onformability (a degree of neutrality or the extent to which finelings of a
study are shaped by the resgents) as alternative criteria (Lincoln and Guba, 1985; cited in
Abera, 201827).

It is true that the interpretative approach has an inherent subjectivity but the fact that the data are
subjectively analyzed deenot mean that the researcher should necessarily become gravely
biased. If one looks at the other side, it is an interpretation of a frame that enables present a
comprehensive view of meaning. In quantitative frame analysis, on the other hand, freduency o
elements that make up a frame is determinant but a word or phrase, as was argued above, may

not occur several times in a content despite having a greater power to twist reality.

In qualitative method, an interpretation of one researcher may not be rsiniila the
interpretation of another researcher who does analysis of the samleutlaitee key to validity in
hermeneutic studies is to make sure thatepth description or exghation of frames was made.
But this rigidly does notmean that there are raiher strategies used to realize validity in the

gualitative framing analysis. For example, coding was used both to identify/categorize frames.
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The how of coding use has been eexapdnethodefd und

data analyses.

3.3Media Selection

The first stage in framing study is choositng media outlets whose news/story is to be studied.

So, the researcher has selectdue Ethiopian Herald an@he Reporter Newspapers (the English
version).The justification behind selectintpee media outlets ardiscussed as followsirst,

both of them are the English versions which avoid ambiguity during transi8eaondly, both

are print media.According to Linstrom andMarais fiThe print medium is a good choice for

framing analysis becae it has an inherent ability to communicate more complex ideas as
compared to television and radigLinstrom andMarais, 2012:9). Newspapers are a good

choice for a medium ofrealysis as, according to McNairrhey ar e abl e to Acon
complexd eas o0, as opposed to tel evitkeibmadcastmediar adi o
cannot be an ared framing analysigMcNair, 2000:136; cited in Linstrom & Marai2g012:9).

Time frame is also the other determinant fagtdraming analysisThe tme frame of this study

is from April 2, 2018 to October 2, 201Buring thistime, Ethiopia has been rocked by ethnic
conflicts. The resarcher wantedo study on the above mentioned study period bedatisepia
has been experiencing different violegttnic conflicts inside its territoryMedia were also
supposed to be free to repdoilowing the coming of a new Prime Minister into powedn
addition, theother reason was since thae of the media is serving the people being voice for
the voiceless,the researcher wantei know whether all ethnic conflicts weggven equal

coverage or not.
3.4 Sample

Even though sample is believed to be representative of the population, this research has taken all
of the news stories that were about ethnic conflict cavénem April 2, 20180ctober 2, 2018.

There are eleven news stories froimeTReporter (Ength version) Newspaper amgelve news

stories from The Ethiopian Herald Newspaper. Because of there beirageadte in size, all of

them wereselected to be studieAll the news stories are shown below in the table.
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Tablel: Ethnic conflict news stories covered from April 2, 28Q8tober 2, 2018 by The
Ethiopian Herald Newspaper.

No Title of the news story Date of publication Volume and number

1. | Perspectivesn averting Tuesday, May 22,2018 | Vol. LXXIV No.217
execution capacity setbacks.

2 |Commi ssi on c ondAugust9201& Vol. LXXIV No.285
violence.

3. | What went wrong in Somalia August 11, 2018 Vol. LXXIV No.287
state?

4. | Clan politics cheacterizes not August 19,2018 Vol. LXXIV No.294
Ethio-Somali state.

5. | Where does ethnic politics take | August 19,2018 Vol. LXXIV No.294
us?

6. | Ethiopian religious council August 19,20182 Vol. LXXIV No.294
condemns Jigji g

7. | Perspecties on peace, order August 21, 2018 Vol. LXXIV No.295
measures.
TPLF is not the sole responsible| September 9,2018 Vol. LXXIV No.312

8. | body for the political instability.

9. | Deep investigation to be held ov( Septembel8,20181 Vol. LXXV No.007
Burayu strif

10. | Most displaced people return September 22,2013 Vol. LXXV No0.0011
home.

11 | Indigenous conflict resolution September 27,2018 Vol. LXXV No.015
mechanisms.

12 | Why chaos, violence come back| October 2,2018:1 Vol. LXXV No. 019

on positive sum era
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Table 2: Ethnic conflict news stories covered from April 2, 2828tober 2, 2018 by The
Ethiopian Reporter Newspaper.

No | Title of the news story Date of publication Volume and number

1. | Ethnic conflict yet again contribut¢ June 16, 201:83. Vol. XXII No. 1136
to more | DPOs.

2. | Sidama zone detains 226 in relati June 23, 2018:11 Vol. XXII No. 1137
to deadly conflict.

3. | Defense force intervenes June 30, 20180. Vol. XXII No. 1138
Assossabs deadl

4. | Human Rights Commissin | August 11, 20183. Vol. XXII No. 1144
condemns Jigjig

5. | Djiboutians flee from Dire Dawa. | August 11, 2018}. Vol. XXII No. 1144
Families of mobattack victims feal August 18 20187. Vol. XXII No. 1145
for safety.

7. | AG indicts forme Hawassa mayq September 1, 2018: Vol. XXII No. 1147
over conflict.
Addis on the edge. September 1320181. | Vol. XXIl No. 1149
Ethiopia registers highest glob September 15, 2018,: [ Vol. XXII No. 1149
| DP6s for 2018. |5

10. | September marks ey another September 22, 2018 | Vol. 23 N0.1150
deadly month.

11 {[New PMoés first June 23, 2018:8 Vol. XXII No. 1137

3.5Sampling Technique

This regarch usal two nonprobability sampling techniques to choose interviewets get
adequée information about the issue under stutfyhelpedthe interviewees tbe selected at the
preference of the researcher. Among the-pobability sampling, purposive and snowivey
sampling techniques weresed.According to Deribsathe basic assumption behipdirposive

sampling i s t hat 6with sound judgment about

strategically select adequate cases (Oebsa, a st u

2018: 203). Taking this point into consideration, the rassher used purposive sampling
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technique to select very concermegorters who were engaged in reporting ethnic conflict issues
to getessential information for the study. The second type ofpmobability sampling technique

was snowballing. When the rearcher is searching essential information using purposive
sampling, he may not get the information fully. Thereferwballingwasused becausesdo
Deribsa it is an extension of purposive sampling as it targets a specific group of people for data
collection (2018:204). Deribsa has further explain@s it is the technique also called referral
sampling because it involves chain of procedures to identify sufficient inforntatgather data
(2018:204) It is very significant especially when additiomaflormation is needed for the study.
Since the researcher wants to intevw editors, snowballing wassed to get and interview them.
This technique was used after the researcher was informed to ask other staff members rich in
information about the subjedtirst only reporters were purposively selected, but all the needed
information wan not found from them. Then, they recommended the researcher to interview

deputy managers and senior editors of the press.

3.6 Data Sources

Since consulting source of infamation is important the researcheusel both primary and
secondary dataourcesPrimary data sources are original data sources that are collected by the
researcher for a certain purpose. Primary data can be collected in a number of ways. Interview,
expeiment, focus group discussion, observation ameorg the techniques of primary data
collection. In the case of this resegrchdepthinterview wasused to get firshand information.

So as to get adequate information, teeearcher interviesd elevenparticipantswho arein
different positionsSecondary datsources are sources that are interpretations andagioals of
primary sources. Suchind of sources include books, journals, newspapers, magazines,
publishedand unpublished materials including yernment archivakourcessuch as policies,

proclamation,field reports etc.

Framing in communication can be studied based on texts published in media outlets. Hence,
relevant stories irEthiopian Herald and Report®&rewspapers (English versiomjere used as
primary datain the case of this studylo access data from Ethiopian Herald and Reporter
Newspapers (English version), the researcher will use their organizational archive where they
usually store the pdf version of their daily and weekly ligpabions of newspapersThe

researcher revieedhard copes of the newspap&om April 2, 2018 to October 2, 2018.
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3.7 Data Collection Instrument

3.7.1The Researcher
In qualitative framing research, the reséarcis the primary data collectdn other words, data

are meliated through humamather than through questionnaires any other numerical
techniquesHowever, toreduce subjectivity that can affect the analysis, the researcher has used a
manual coding. The coding process has been furtheaiargl in the following subtopice.

procedure or method of data analysis.
3.7.2Interview

Creswell (2014: 239) states thatdnalitative interviews, the researcher conducts-fadace
interviews with participants, telephone interviews, or engages in fgeug interviews In
addition to assessing the framing of ethnic conflicts by using qualitative document analysis on
the framing of ethnic cohéts from The Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter Newspapers, it is
also very important to have andepth interiew with journalists to get their brave insights and
viewpoints about why the framing of ethnic conflicts in their newspapers was done in such a
manner.Interview is an appropriate method when there is a need to colldepth information

on p e o mibns, theughtspexperiences, and feelings.

Interviews are useful when the topic of inquiry relates to issues that require complex questioning
and considerable probing. Fatmeface interviews are sulike when thetarget population can
communicate throuy faceto-face conversations better than they can communicate through
writing or phone conversations.-tlepth interviewing is a qualitative research technique that
involves conducting intensive individual interviews with a small number of respondents to
explore their perspectives on a particular idea, program, or situ@myce & Neale, 2006:1).
Newcombalso states the interview as a tool which is capable of bringing different views on
particular points, and which helps the researcher to reach a badenstanding from multiple
perspectivegNewcomb, 1991: 1015ince it is usual to set interview questions before the actual
interview session, the researcher has prepared few broad questions about how, why and what of
the internvew. According to Kvalethe key questions when planning an interview investigation

concern the why, what and how of the intervigvale, 2007: 8)
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3.7.2.1Steps in the Interview
The first step the researcher didthe irterviews was getting the righbformants from each
newsp@er.A great deal of attentiowas paid for searchinpe media practitioner&ven though
getting their phone numbers and office addresseseaayg, meeting the parti@pts was very
hard due tdusinessn their side Mostly, while he arranged an appamgnt, they werdriefly
informed about the main purpose of the interviews and mentionedh#er discussion points.
When hemet them for the actual interview, he briefly toldem againa b o u t the inter
purpose. Haalso told them that the informatiomould be used only for the research purpose.
After much effort to get their goedill to be interviewedthentheir voicewas recordedand
quoted in the reseeh. While the researcher conductinige interview, he consideredhe

sensitivity of thassueThus,a |l | i n f o rwereprefesedto disdussnsnymously.

3.7. 2. ZKey Informants in the Interview
The researcher selected key Informants from the two media organizations (The Ethiopian Herald
and The ReporteEnglish version). This includedyrnalists who were regularigovering news
and editors,chieteditors, managing editor and deputy manager of the poéshe selected
newspaperslhey were selected for their being involved in the coverage and edition of the ethnic
conflict stories.This helped the researcher to get the information needed for the reskarch.
total, 11key informants were interviewed. They were selected through purposive sampling and
snowballing sampling methods to ensure that all ranges of possible ideas and sourtes of da

were included.

Interview helps the researcher to ask participants to make their vague responses cleaiswhen it
face to face. Considering thés an esseial point, the researcheseal face to face interview to
know t he parti ci pethmctcanbictiesyes eoveragerby their ackvspapers and
how they get sources as well. Since it is qualitative researth fe@m openended questions
wereused in this researckzenerally, these keyformants were valuable sources of information

in enabing the researcher to answer the research questiomstisistresearch.

3.7.2.3Transcriptions
Transcriptionwas thefinal process of the interviesefore the analysis was doriée researcher

transcribed the recoded dataven if transcribing the dataanually was time consuming and

tough, it was done manuallywhile the researcher was transcribing, tid many tasks
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simultaneouslyWhile listenirg to the audio recorded informatidme simultaneously understood
the idea, and then wrote it up under aaarsubtopic or theme.

3.8 Unit of Analysis

The researcher us&rds, phrases, sentences, paragrapkshe entire storas unit of analysis

for this research.

3.9 Textual Analysis

Since the purpose of textual analysis is to describe the content, stractdriunctions of the
messages contained in texts, the researcher used textual atiahaisedthe study tgorovide
in-depth analysis of the stories of ethnic conflidikis is a method that is used to describe and
interpret the characterisicthefunctions, the structurand other elements of axtgFrey, Botan,

& Kreps, 1999, cited in Mulati017:102). McKee has stated that textual analysis is the way in
which researchers engage in analgztext or information, and the way that readers orivecg
make sense of the worldt is making an educated guess at some of the most likely
interpretations that might beakingof that text(McKee, 2003:2).

3.10 Procedure and Method of Data Analysis

As Creswell during the process of research, the ingastir may collect qualitative documents

that may be public documents (e.g., newspapers, minutes of meetings, official reports) or private
documents (e.g., personal journals and diaries, lettemsilg) (Creswell, 2014240). As of tis
research, newspapewere used. After this, it wasery important to know how data woulse
analyzed critically in framing research since failing to follow the standard steps will lead to a
wrong analysis and result. Therefore, the following standard stepsfollowed to make an
effective framing analysisA qualitative media framing research required the researcher to get
the available data i.e. news stories into a meaningful cluster before starting to interpret the

themes.

In this study, the frames idengfi by Semetka% Valkenburgi.e. conflict, human interest,
economic consequences, morality, and responsibility frames) will be (Bewohetko &
Valkenburg (2000Q)In qualitative framing study, the researcher has to be engaged in the data to

identify the theme as well asaime device of each story. Reading deeply and repeatedly, the
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resarcher identified a total of fodrames from 23tories collected fronthe Ethiopian Herald

and The Reporter(English version). The researcher could not be forced to use the
aforementionedive standard frames only. This is because the researcher may disregard new
emerging frames as he might be restricted to standard frames. The identification of frames in the
news stories was done very carefully through repeated reading. This was dtmevestap the
previously identified frames with the new ones. To make it more successful, the researcher has
followed the suggestions ainstrom & Marias (Linstrom & Marias2012:30). They suggested

the following points to consider during identifyingnes.

Frames must have identifiable conceptual and linguistic characteristics; it should be commonly
observed in journalistic practice; it must be possible to distinguish the frame reliably from other
frames. They also emphasized that a frame shall berstodd by others and not béaarication

of a researcher 6s 1 magi n a tpilobstudy throlgh @eeprreadingsa r ¢ h e
of news stories of both The Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter (English version) about ethnic

conflict and has recoed notes.

3.11 Operational Cefinitions of Terms
Annihilation Frame-isthe medi ads e&tot exclude an bbject frogeaders or

viewers

Omission It is the act of missing some important facts, causes, or other important elements in

the texts dung covering ethnic conflict stories.

Omitting the Names of the Conflicting Ethnic Groups it is the state of ignoring tpresent the

names of the conflicting parties (ethnic groups) in the news stories

Omitting the Cause of the Conflicts it is the stat of ignoring to present theal causesf the

ethnic conflictin the news stories.

Withholding Information - it is the act of not presenting news stories as soon as they take place

by newspapers

Attribution to Responsibility Frame - this is the way of dectly or indirectly, motivating the
readers to know the causes (not the true causes of the conflicts) as if the third party had initiated

them (the conflicts), or to call the readers to be part of the solution to them
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Blaming the Others is giving the regonsibility for the wrong doings in relation to something,
in this case, the cause of the internal conflicts is to other persons or groups.

Urging Narrative- is when a story narrates the case so as to give advice, or a guide, to the
readers to make them domething in relation to the conflicts.

Pushing Responsibility to Othersis whena text that treats a conflict as a certain group pushes

partial responsibility to others.

Incapability of Government Officials Frame- is used to show the treatment of thegtgainst

the government officials based on their performance on the positions they are assigned.

Law and Order, Crime and Justice Frame is used to show how the story treats crimes and

criminals to maintain peace and order based on rule of law andjistigg for the victims.
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Chapter Four

Data Presentation and Analysis

This chapter analyzdsow the two selected media outlets framed the ethnic conflict stories that
happened in different places of Ethiopia from April 2, 200ctober 2, 2018compare the
narrative structures employed byckamediumoutlet (i.e. The Ethiopian Herald anche
Reporter, Englisiversion) and assess the sources used during covering the ethnic conflict
stories and why they chose to frame that wlayring searching frames for the textbe
researcherusént manads f r a mibeanchmérku Thergforby umsingthss benchmark

the researcher hadentified four types of frames, namelyannihilation fame attribution to
responsibility framingincapability of government officials frame, and law and order, and crime
and justice frameThe researcher also identifigide firsttwo frames as dominant frames in the
selected newspaperBhese framesvere obtained from a total of 2&ws stories from th&vo
media outlets based on their selection, emphasis, exclusion, and elaboration of information about
the ethnic conflict issues thatcurredfrom April 2, 20180ctober 22018. These frames are not
only themes for analysis but also instrumentsregulaing data to simplify themnto few
clusters.The frames identified in the study have answered research question number two.

According to the first research question, theta sources for Ethiopian Herald and Reporter
Newspapers used during covering ethoonflicts from April 2, 20180ctober 2, 2018 G.C,

different sources were found. The first is the government sources that Thpi&thHerald

mostly depended onnd the second one is the residents and experts. From these sources, the
majority of the stdes that The Ethiopian Heraldvere written by sourcing officials from
government offices at all levels (Federal, Regional, at Woreda level, police, security, and
military bureausandkebele levél. These officials were used as sources of ethnic cosflictes

through their offices and by their namé@shis idea was strengthened by the responses of the
intervi ewees. AOur sources of the ethnic conf
administrator s, secur i ty, sdidparicgpant 6a Thid shbws thatl or (
they highly relied on government offices. Even though journalists are expected to balance the
information from different sources, they preferred to use that. Particlpard d e d , inWe do
send our reportertodiel®et s e nobody i ssues Theimostly deperddy of |
on government officials because withgud v e r n me n will nothirig wit be aldne. 6
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Participant 4 April 8, 2019 assuresfi Bice the medium is government owned, it does not
motivatejournalists to cover ethnic conflicts. f r om t heir the responses
easy to understand that journalists are doing their reporting only when the government is willing
ignoring the role of journalism. This again implies that sincegtheernment officials are sources

of the news, the real and credible information could not be released because they do not want to

be exposed as they are responsible to maintain peace and security of the people théngovern.
addition to this, Participant &dds,i Mt only the administration but also editors usuakysor

ethnic conflict storiee. The ot her participant sai d, AWe ha
freedom of press. So, most of the ti meactwe do
exists in different media houses, but as far as ethnic conflict is very sensitive they were supposed

to address it to the readers.

However, the Reporter newspaper highly reliesh both the government and the residents
(victims). Participants from tlsi newspaper said that they mostly go to the conflicting area to

extract the right information about the cases though there are times they do not go physically
because of security problemaSince it is private ,said participant 6 (4/08/20)L1fithe

governnent das not assign security forces during covering the ethnic conflict issuss, he
added,AiNobody wants to go therto died They rather use other mechanisms to get real
information like contacting residents through pband crosshecking with othemeans They

again use other political party leaders who actively attend what is going on around the country.
AThe sources of our news stories are governm

people, security forces, General Attorney, MinistiyPeace eto. said participant 11.

The second question of the researchvat are the frames of the Ethiopian Herald and the
Reporter Newspapers used during covering ethnic conflicts from April 2;Q6ttber 2, 2018
G.C?

During researching frames fathe texts,the researcher usdeint manés framia ng f u
benchmark. Thereforehy usingthis benchmark the researcher has identifiear types of

frames, namely,annihilation fame attribution to responsibility framing,incapability of
government dfcials frame,and law and order, and crime and justice fraiifee researcher also
identifiedthe firsttwo frames as dominant frames in the selected newspdajperse framewere

obtained from a total of 2Bews stories from the two media outlets basedhair selection,
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emphasis, exclusion, and elaboration of information about the ethnic conflict issues that
happened from April 220180ctober 22018. These frames are not only themes for analysis but
also instruments afegulating data to simplify themmto few clustersThe frames identified in

the study have answered research question number two.
4.1Annihilation Frame

This type of frame has asbeen used by Mulatduring studyng the reporting of internal

conflicts by the local newspapershis disseration(Mulatu, 2017 156). Similarly, this research

has found annihilation frame used dominantly
to ignore or exclude an object from the readers or viewers can be called symbolic ammihilatio
(Gerbner 1972Tuchman 1978¢ited in Mulatu2017:156). This kind of frame happens when

the newspapers are interestedone downing ethnic conflict. In this frame, the texts tended to
ignore, exclude, undermine or delay reporting on internal conflicts (AB6). Theresearcher
analyzed the newspapers and found them not giving serious attention towards the issue. For
example though the story was about ethnic conflict, the newspapers were not confident enough
to presenthe causes of the ethnic conflict, who was invdlvwe the ethnic conflict, and other

very significant points that can make readers aware about the incident clearly.
4.1.10mission

It is the act of missing some important facts, causes, or other important elements in the texts
during covering ethnic conflict aties. It is undeniable that everything cannot be covered in a
story, but at least the major facts that make the story complete should be included. For instance,
causes of the conflict, the number of individuals who were victims in the conflict, level of
property damages can be the major components that make the story complete. The researcher
thoroughly read the selected news stories, and found that some major facts were omitted from the
narratives of ethnic conflict stories. Omission of very importansfaets seen in different ways.

In some cases, the names of ethnic groups involved in the conflicts were not mentioned. In

others, the causes of the ethnic conflict were not clearly presented in the text.
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4.1.1.10mitting the Namesof the Conflicting Ethnic Groups
Some of the texts did not present the names of the conflicting parties (ethnic groups) in the news
stories Some examples were taken from both The Reporter (English version) and The Ethiopian

Herald Newspapers to see it very clearly.

The first wa published on the front page of the Ethiopian Herald Newspaper'tBeember
2018 The lead of the story saylEthiopian Human Rights Commission Commissioner Addisu
G/Egziabher (PhD) said that deep investigatio be held over Burayu strd€The Ehiopian
Herald, 20181).

The above lead of a story is about a clash between the Gragainst the Gamos, Guraghes,

Wol ayi t as e hiep@n Hemald watsHy én tréating the story openly. The Ethiopian
Human Rights Commission Commissioner Addig&gziabher (PhD) believed the presence of a
conflict. But it could not clearlypresent whavere involved in the conflicfiHe explained on a

press conference yesterday that his office condemns the act of displacing residents and loss of

liveso I The action violates human rights and including the right to move and work

everywherd) he added.

Here it confuses the readers very much because the information presented about the conflict in
this story is incomplete. It does not answer at least the people involted strife. Not only

who were involved, but also what was the cause of the strife were missed in th&stosyory

finally comes with a kindssue that asserts the arrest of the suspBgeésother sentence was also
taken from the last part of thasne news st dveanwhileag0@ plus sugpscts haive
been arrested over Burayu strife, according to Federal Police ComnusEi@nabove sentence
implicitly explains how hard the strife was since 600 plus suspects have been arrested. It again
doesnot answer who these suspects are and where they are from.

The otherexamplewas taken from The Reporter posted on4Reageon 11" August, 2018.
The extract saysiiMost of the deaths were said to occur when unidentified group of individuals

began tattackbuses and torching some of themo (The

The above extract is suoé the existence of deaths due to the attack of unidentified groups over
others. Is there unidentified group who do not have any etmugp? Thisshows that the

newspaper did not go deep into the case to present complete information to the Eeszaters.
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saying unidentified group by itself is being reluctant in giving attention to the very serious issue
as many people died frothis attack

Still there is another ety that clearly presents howluctantthe newspaper is in mentioning the

names othe conflicting ethnic groupshis has also been extracted from the same newspaper
posted on the® page on Y August , 2 0 1 3ccordindy ta the aoranaisdien: senah

individuals and ethnic groups in the region are tatbeteand vi cti mi zed si nce
Reporter, 20182).

This detail presented the presence of several victim individealsethnic groups the conflict.

This is good. But the question is whargeted thesendividuals and ethnic conflictd® fails to

mention the names of conflicting ethnic groups. The other point here adhat ishatwas the

cause of the conflict was not openly discussed Heven nothing is said about the targeted
ethnicgroups.The other pointda k en f r om t he s aAseargsutrbasglesdhph s r e
damage on human lives, churches and indi d u a | pr oper fThe®aporwre20l8: d a ma |
2). Still the story said nothing about who ttleess of this act were, ragéinthan focusing olly on

the effects, which arebservable.

4.1.1.20mitting the Cause of the Conflicts
The other very important point that was widely seen in the newspapers is that the stories tend to
either totally hide, or to only implicitly mentionétactual cause(s) of ethnic conflic&s.number
of examples were brought here to illustrate the iéddleof the following were brought from the
Reporter All the stories did not try to present the exact causes of the ethnic conflicts. And even
the indivduals or groups who initiated the ethnic conflicts were not thoroughly presented in the
story. The researcher has identified about eight news stories presented omitting the real causes of
the ethnic conflicts. The first one is posted on tHe@&geof The Reporteon 16" June, 2018. It
says,fethnic conflict yet again contributes to morgelrnally Displaced Person@DPs).0 Here
the causes are shallowly presentgiihe forced displacement from Beinshangul particularly
began repdedly following a killing of ayoung man from Gumz Ethnic background, allegedly
by aman whose ethnic backgrounddmhara ( The Reporter, 2018).

The cause according to the story is the killing of a young man from Gumz Ethnic background
but it could not be the real causechese the killing would comafter a certain causethat
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initiates a man from ethnic Amhara. The story gave much emphasis to the consequences than
digging out the root causes of the conflict between the Gumuz and the Aishanathough it

mentioned that # conflict had ethnic motive, it does not give much of a sense of what this
means to the widerreadefhie ot her c as e Iprelated@aws, ever the weaele the s : A
long serving president of Ethi®omali region has resigned from his positionthie same turn of

events, similar unrests occurred inJigvgh i ch ¢l ai med the | ives of m;
3).

This also does not state the cause of the unrest that claimed the lives off hesgcond story

was published on the TPpage on 28 June, 2018. It was presented as: Sidama zone detains 226

in relation to deadly conflictThe story did not even believe that the conflict has an ethnic
motive. This concept is extracted from the following detail. It séscording to the head of the
admnistrator, the conflict does not by any means represent the people of Sidama and it was
perpetuated by individuals. He also added that the Administration will work to further identify if
there are any officials involved in the ieace and bring themtogut i ce o ( The Repor
11).

The above detail asserts that the conflict does not represent the Sidama people. Whoever was
involved in the conflict, the story did not say anything about the causes of this very violent
conflict. After presenting this dait, anothereg | anati on f ol Akblwaso salat i ng
that he was frustrated by the mainstream and social media which has depicted this conflict to be
an ethnic one between the Wolaiyta and Sidama ethnic groups, which he said were both

supressd during the past rel@)i mesd (The Reporter,

This informationreveals that the source is afraid of both the mainstream and the social media.
The social media might sometimes disseminate fake information since they are open for
everyone. But why thenainstream?The other point is their (the Wolaiyta and Sidama ethnic
groups) being suppressed by the past regimes does not guarantee the conflict not to be ethnic.
This shows that the newspaper is shy to present the real causes of the conflict aghit the ri
individuals or groupsinvolved in the conflictIt again shows the presence of idea mismatch
between the sourcel.is vividly seen in the following sentenci@A relatively calm region, the

South has seen three conflict flashpoints in a span of tve#svélawassa, Wolaiyta Sodo, and

Wolkite towns, whichwerebl sai d to be ethnicallly). chargedo
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The3one is about the intervention of the defe
posted on 9 page on 30 June, 2018The lead states the case @Ehe Ethiopia Defense Force

interfered to deter the deadly ethnic clash that left ten dead and over 40 people injured in Assosa,

the seat of the Benishangul Gumuz Regional Admist r at i on, i n westerrt
Reporter, 208:9).

The lead asserts that there was an ethnic clash, but did not present the cause of this ethnic clash
and even the ethnic groups taking part in the confliobugh not stated in the leat is very
shallowly treateda s pr e s e nt ®eporthirelicage thathtre tconfiict broke out after
indigenous communities in the region reportedly demanded othmritgi groups to leave the
areao (The R&gporter, 2018:

The researcher believed that the cause presented in the story is very shallow beflidusat it
widely discuss why the indigenous communities in the region reportedly demanded other
minority groups to leave the area. The second point here is that, who are other minority groups?
Not to present the actual cause of the conflict, the newspalped the involved groups as anti

reformist groups for inciting violence in many parts of the country in addition to Assosa.

The fourthonewasposted on the front page on™August, 2018.1t is about Oilcompanieshat
evacuate their personnel fromhiet-Somali regionlt was presented as followBEollowing the
security crisis in the fragile region, conflict erupted in the regional capital, Jigjiga, on July 28.
Civilians have been killed and houses, a bank, shops and churches have been lootedezhd torc

inJigjigpaandt her small towns in the regiono (The Re

It hasclearly presented the presence of conflict in Jigjiga, on July 28 that claimed the lives of
many civilians, the looted of houses, a bank, shops and churches. Stillnibtdséhy anything
about the cause of this conflicthe other story in the same article wén related news,
following reports of atrocities committed against persons of Tigray origin in the Oromia Zone of
the Amhara Regional Administration, the Tigrayimmal administration has sent an inquiry
team to inspect harms and extent of damages inflicted against individualsaf &ignic group

i n these ar eas 011) ThéabovlRstopy similarda other2ddd a8/ nothing about

the causes of thisthnic conflict.
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The fifth storywas posted on théd%page on 11 August, 2018, and iabout the condemning of

the Jigjigaods vi ol @muaissiod t tnhaea rTidetrecahhclagiinghiét s
region breaches the basic human rights enstirin the constitution such as the right to live, the
right of movement and the right to worship,©o
EHRC, told journalists on Thursday August9 20180 ( The3)Reporter, 2018

The above story is story relies tie consequences of the conflrettherthan stating the real
causes of the conflict. The responsibility is rather given for the other bodgeliberately
orchestrated groups to commattt of vandalism

The next is extracted from the story posted on thpagje on 18 August, 2018. ltvas about the
families of mobattack victimsfear for safety. The stomgarrowly and in an inconvincible way
presented the cause of the conflict that claimed two lives. It was presented for readers as follows:
fiHaftu Hagezm, victims of the Wollega mob attack a week ago, expressed their concern for
their safety following the brutal killings of the two individuals by a mob in Eastern Wollega
Zone,TheReportehas | earnt o ( The Reporter, 2018:

The researcher said the caisan inconvincible because what is behind the mob attack was not
discussed openly ithe story. Saying simply mob attack does not convince readers to be a cause

for the brutal killings of the two individuals.

The seventh issue was posted on thep&geon 158" September, 2018, and is about the ethnic

clashes that resulted Ethiopia to register highestglobalt er nal | y DillsDpPfiasced Pe
2018. The newspaper as usual did not treat the cause of the ethnic clashes happened in different
parts ofthe country. This was seen in the following details of the stoty.e d et Recént say s :
ethnic clashes in the southern regions of Gedeo and West Guiji, along with internal border
disputes at the southeastern Somali border has forced 1.4 million pefipéetteeir homes since

the start of 2018, maki ng -etatedireenadisptacemendtse hi gh
far this yearob5(  The Reporter, 2018:

The last issue was posted on tHe fage on 2% September, 2018, and is about how the
deadiest month September was stated the violence that happened at Oromia Speorad@hd
other parts of the countrA number ofclashes haveappened on September, 2018 though the

real causesvere not briefly discussed. The leadstated these inciderees:iiThe month of
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September is usually regarded as a festive month for Ethiopians as it is the first month of the
upcoming year. However this year, it was marked as the deadliest month with a continued
violence ripping throgh several parts of thecoupnto ( The Reporter, 2018:

No cause wagpresented for the deadliest month with a contindel&nce ripping that happened
in different parts of the countrifthe word deadliest used in the story shows how harsh violence
took place in Ethiopia on the abowgentioned month. But even the cause stated in the details

does not convince the readers.

Apart from results of the texts, responses of the interviewees asserted that journalists do not
mostly report the real causes of the ethnic conflict. ParticipandAsaare always challenged

covering the real causes of the ethnic conflict because first it is difficult to know the stand of the
sources and second the credibility of the sou
are not critical of the & causes which they were supposed to be so. It means that reporters give
incomplete information for reader$he other problem partigants raised is the absence of

skillful reporter who understands the ethnic conflict propéilfWVe do not «@auseer c au

real causes might be known even after mont hs

4.1.1.3Withholding Information
Some news stories may not be presented timely because of some factors. The act of not
presenting news stories as soontlasy takeplace by newpapers is withholding information.
Actually there is a time when an organization withholds information temporarily for some
|l egiti mate reasons. For exampl e, itéds advisab
until the families are informedt is also necessary to withhold strategic information because of
concerns of national security, for instance, a case involving ongoing investigation of a terrorist
plot. Or sometimes it is a good choice to temporarily withhold information that might
unneessarily terror the public. But it is unethical for a certain organization to withhold relevant
crisisrelated information, offering only selected disclosures, and creating ambiguity about the

cases.

Withholding information can be either withholding afl the information about aevent until
there has been some form of changeratation to that particular incident or releasing the
information to the readers through the newspapers after the conflict is redolvieid case the
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Ethiopian Herald is the k& exampleThe researcher has identified the following. One of the
examples was posted on the second page of The Ethiopian Heraltf @eg@mber, 2018. The

lead saysiiNational Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) announced that almost
all citizens who were displaced by the recent unrest in various parts of the country are now

resettled to their hom@so (The Ethiopian Her a

As presented aboyeghere was unrest in various parts of the country that caused people to
displace.In previousnews stories, the Ethiopian Herald was shy in publishing such cases as the
presence ofinrest, andlisplacements in different parts of Ethioggaut waiting for the solution,

the newspapers havieeated the issue. The story did not treat the causes diighiacements,

and those who were involved in the conflict or violence. It also did not cover immediately
though it happened about three months ago. The details that come after the lead would be
explained this wayiNDRMC Pubic Relation an€ommunication ectorate Debeb&ewde

told The EthiopiarHeraldthatover 153,000 people were displadesin homes in the Ethiopian
SomaliState due to the recent rioBurthermore, 894 thousand peoplei their homes inWest

Guji andGedeo zones of Oromia and SNN®Sat es respectivelyodo (The E
2).

The above detail clearly states the presence of thatscaused over 153,000 people displaced
from homes in the Ethiopian Somali State. No stories from the Ethiopian Herald have said
something about thpresence of riots in the Somali State. Similarly the case of West Guji and
Gedeo zones of Oromia and SNNPS states was withhold till teallsal solution cameThe

second example from the same newspaper posted off egy8 on 27th September, 2048ud

also state the presence of information withholdihdi e | e ad s buadagte day ltiea t : Al
love, considerateness, and extending a helping hand are part and parcel of our social interactions.
Yet disagreements and conflicts could surface at tidasous issues ranging from a trifle to
burning one could be a source of conflict between human beings. Society has its own traditional
or cultural ways of resolving conflicts that crop up among different people. In this piece, the
writer tries to reviewthe impact of indigenous conflict resolution mechanismsamong

Ethiopian communities(The Ethiopian Herald, 2018:8).

The above story presents nothing about the conflict happened before except explaining how

conflict happens among people in life. Thesan example of withholding the information fully.
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The story used the picture of the Gamo elders to show how they settled the conflict between the
Oromos and the Gamos that happened ar@®@urdyu during welcoming the Oromo Liberation
Front 90OLF).Instead 6 critically treating the incidents of Burayu, thewspaper goa®und the

bush to escape.

The other story to be regarded under this theme was posted on the front page of Ethiopian Herald

on 27" August, 2018. The story was about the violent acts hagpienEthie Somali.lt reads as:

fiMore recently Ethiopiatsomali state was in chaos and civilian causalities as well as property
damages were widelypeor t ed i n various media outletso (Tt

The EthiopiarHerald is a dailynewspapr, but reported it after about two weeks. Even it can be
understood that this medium may be out of the various media which reported the incident. The
other point here is that it presented the case bedahskevedas there is a relative stability in

the region. This is justified by the following det&diNow there is a comparable stability in the

state and citizensare get ng back to their normal DITher es o (
other point that indicates the lateness of the report is tlosviah.

It was on Monday, August 6, 2018 that the federal government through the Communication
Affairs Minister, Ahmed Shide announced as per the request of the Somali state government, the

federal security force was ordered to intervene in a bidg¢dypthe state

Where was this newspaper during this time? The Ethiopian Herald is mostly seen withholding
information. The researchethoughtthat there might be a time to withhold the very essential
information, either partly or entirely, from publicatiods has been shown above)et
newspaper may notreport theethnicconflicts immediately, atil they getpossible resolutions or
public reactions to the casdsis likely that it is becoming common to present the resolution of
the event in a story, or ¢hreaction of the people, rather than the sensitive part of the case,
particulary in the government owned medium, the Ethiopian Herald newspaper.

The other i mportant point found from the inte
the informationwhen they do not get credible information and are not allowed to cover by the
government officials including during censorshipa r t i c i p aSometim@gs we avandtp
hold the story till we get credible information by contacting people around theiutly h p hone . ¢

From this one can understand that they are waiting for good conditions to cover the story of the
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ethnic conflict though it is a very sensitive issti@e cover only when government officials
around allow them to go and cover, but the holdiskee if they are not given permissidie
also addediiwhengovernment officials are reluctant, we try to hold the story because we want

first-hand informatioro
4.2Attribution to Responsibility F rame

This frame, directly or indirectly, motivates the readerknow the causes (not the true causes of
the conflicts) as if the third party had initiated them (the conflicts), or to call the readers to be
part of the solution to thenfMulatu, 2017:183) Under this type of frame, the researcher
identified three imprtant points. These are blaming others, pushing responsibility to others and
urging narrative. Both blaming others and urging narratregtaken from MulatMulatu,2017:

176). But pushing responsibility to others is obtained byekearcher after antensive reading

of the news story. Although it seems similar with blaming others, it has a slight difference.

4.2.1Blaming the Cthers
Mulatu used this technique to describe how the causes of the internal conflicts have been
reported by different prirmmedia(Mulatu, 2017:180). According to him by blaming others one is
giving the responsibility for the wrong doings in relation to something, in this case, the cause of
the internal conflicts is to other persons or groups. This research also usedhhiguie to
describe how the causes of the ethnic conflict issues have been reported. This section could
clearly explain the question fiwho and why are
the newspapers. Some individuals or groups are des@aghbding responsible for the causes of
the ethnic conflicts or the violence. For example, the mission of the activists is disseminating
information to the public about what is around the globe. They may ceitthiz government
when there is wrongly comnbéd act,or supportit when doing well After youths are informed
about the real situation & certain enviroment, theymight raise differentquestiors. Their
guestionamight beabout employment, equal allocation of resources, security, peace and order,
] ust iHovee¢er, it isobserve that the causes of thejuestionsare usually portrayeth a
different way in the text mentioning that it is the interest and support of the thirdepguityhe
irresponsible activists and hatred speech disseminafbinss is brided below by taking one

example posted on the front page of the Ethiopian Herald@c2ober, 2018.
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But, Adane points out irresponsible activists and hatred speech dissemination

through social media as the triggering factors of the lateésto| e nc e . ATaking
advantage of the present political freedom, several people who are actively engaged

in agitating youths of some ethnic group against the other. That is why we witnessed

the recent killings and forciblevictionso extractedf r o Why Ghaos, violence

come back in positive sum @@lhe Ethiopian Herald, 2018).

The above paragraph shows two things. First it shows that the newspaper is sinee thath

were agitated by the third party. Second there were killinghefyouthof different ethnic

groups. The story wgwesented to the readers in line with the interest of the governntesis
becausehe triggering factors for the violence are the act of the irresponsible activists and hate
speech disseminatorhough the governmérknows the presence of ethnic conflicts, the
newspaper has brought it as it is not the real question of the youths rather is the question of
irresponsible activists and hatred speech disseminators. This helps the government to ignore the
guestion of the quths.

The other point in the story is that the claims@ a ki ng t he advantage of
freedom, several people who are actively engaged in agitating youths of some ethnic group
agai nst the othero does notlfigis bebeved aboup thet e ar
presence of political freedom, why these several people actively engaged in agitating youths of
some ethnic group against the othdtolitical freedom is not about the misleading others to

benefit only a certain group.

The secnd news story was posted on™gage of Ethiopian Herald on T®ugust, 2018. It is

about t he condemni ng of Jigjigabs vi ol ence
representativesf different religions condemned the evil act stating the act didrepesent

neither of them. Good. But whd@he story blamed the displeased. It s@y¥hat happened was

done by the displeased to tarnish the imafje ot he nati on, said the Ca
Herald, 201812).

The above statement is blaming others ah®displeased about the current move of the country.
Such kind of expression is highly used to show ti& wrong act belongs to others and

excluding the self totally from it.

The second story under this theme was posted on"thEa@e in The Reportesn 23% June,

2018. | t was about the PMb6s first real t est a
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happening in different parts of the countfhe lead of the story states the issue as follgits:
all seemed like the conflict drpublicuprisingthat rocked the country for thgast thre years is
finally coming to anend folloving the change of guard at tivery top of the ruling party,
EthiopianPeo pl e 6 s Re v ol ut FramtnNBPRDF), 8seAlny Ahmed t(Rh&ssumed
the chamanshipand thePrime Mi ni st er position of8).Ethiopiabo

The lead explicitly tells that Ethiopia was experiencing conflicts and public uprisinge lieéor
coming of Abiy Ahmed (PhDjnto power. His coming also brought those conflicts andipub

uprisings to an end. The detail below in other side states the above scenario.

But, it was not even three months into his tenure when a relatively calmer region of
the country, Southern Regional State, was rocked by another ethnically charged
violence The unrest spread to three Zonal administrations in no Widkite was

the first of these three places that saw a bloody ethnic conflict which resulted in huge
damages to property and loss of lives. The conflict that broke out between the
Gurages and &benas, on June 13, 2018, claimed the life of one person while leaving
seven others heavily injured. Several kiosks, shops, vehicles had mbperties

were set on fire (The Reporter, 2083

Narrating all the clashes that resulted loss of lives arsdrudgion of properties, the story
presented that the people involved in this very cruel and evil act are those who do not want
peace, and cal | ed Thishshoms tliattheygovernment dogsenotavant to be
responsible for the evil act thataghed many civilian lives and destruction of properties. Even
this narration does not answer the question who these peoplénégss the name is given to a
certain group, nobody knows whadiytime hyenas starfdr. It is possible to conclude that such
expression does not by any means make the wrong desp®nsibleand thegovernment as

well.

Theotherissue was also posted on the front pagéhefEthiopian Herald on f1August, 2018

It is about the conflicts that happened in EtBimmali stateThe lead saysfiThe explosion of

weapons and mass destruction in the Somali State of Ethiopia cannot be associated with ethnic
and religious matters, rather is a veiled mission for posing threats to national peace and security,
and causing havoc across diffetreparts of the countrya ccor di ng to politi ca
Ethiopian Herald, 2018t).

The above sentence clearly states the existence of clashes supported with weapons and mass

destruction in the Ethi®omali state. Buthe newspapeis shy to presenthe cause of the

51



conflict and those who were involved iin It rather prefers to blame the other unknowaugr
having the veiled mission thtireas the national peace and security.

The last issue under this point was posted on the front page of thwpiBthHerald on 19

August, 2018.The extract states as followSAs the EthieSomali people are nationalists and

adore their country Ethiopia they cannot buy the -claader favoring i secessionissentiment
triggered by the diasHetald2&&8)d fewo (The Ethiopi

It is similar with the above discussions. Instead of critically investigating the cause of the case
and those who were involved, it simply gives a name and finally blamesTti@tnewspaper
would work better if it saw the cases vesgriously so as to provide accurate and balanced

information to make them aware about what is going on around the country.

4.2.2Urging Narrative
According to Mulatu Alemayehu (201776) urging is when a story narrates the case so as to
give advice, oa guide, to the readers to make them do something in relation to the conflicts. The
stories, either directly or indiregil persuade readers to be pafrthe solution, or not to be parts
of the cause, he addedlhis research has also identified one ysttirat illustrates the above
concept. The story was posted on the front page in The Reportef’@epfember, 2018. It is
about clashes between the youth of the city (Addis Ababa) and their counterparts from the
surrounding towns of Oromia Special Zomamged ahead of the return of leaders of the formerly

outlawed political organization, the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF).

This would be further explained byaking the mainpoints from the speech of Premier Abiy

Ahmed of Ethiopia as it read8There will ke no single winner when Ethiopians fight over flags

or other controversial issued/e should cooperate with each other by resolving our differences
throughd al ogueo, Abiy Ahmed ( Ph.ORis issimplicdly agvisihge Re p o
the people tdbe part of the solution seekers exposing the conflicting parties and not to be

involved in the conflict because it is said that there is no single winner in the conflict.

The other story was posted off Bage of the Ethiopian Herald on"™%eptember, 2@l It is
about indigenous conflict resolution mechanisms. The story discusses the presence of very

important traditional conflict resolutions to be used to settle conflicts happening around.
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In our day to day life, love, considerateness, and extendirggpany hand are part

and parcel of our social interactions. Yet disagreements and conflicts could surface at
times. Various issues ranging from a trifle to burning one could be a source of
conflict between human beings. Society has its own traditionaliltural ways of
resolving conflicts that crop up among different people. In this piece, the writer tries
to review the impact of indigenous conflict resolution mechanisms in among
Ethiopian conmunities (The Ethiopian Herald, 2018:

As has been descrith@above, every step of human beings may not be free of disagreements and
conflicts as far as the interaction among peauletinues exixstinglt is guiding readers to be
involved in settling conitts traditionally. One it is common to face a conflictlléwing this

people should learn cultural ways of resolving conflicts that crop up among different people.
This story brought the incident that happened in Burayu but did not want to touch explicitly. The
researcher understood it as it has incorporategbittteres of the Gamo elders when they were

begging their youth not to confront against the Oromo.

4.2.3Pushing Responsibility to Qhers
The researcher chose this concept to show a text that treats a conflict as a certain group pushes
partial responsibity to others. In other wordé is a kind of concept thaneeds othegroups to
share the responsibility they takiéhere are cases when responsible body of a certain group fully
takes the responsibility of any violent acts. But still there times wdrmenpoints his finger
towards others to make them concerned for the same issue. Typical example for this was posted
on the front page of the Ethiopian Herald dhReptember, 2018. The lead of the story presents
the case as:ATPLF is the cardinal responsibbody to the political instability that had been
rocking the country but other sister parties or allied parties too share the blame are also
responsible for, said Tigiray People Democratic Coalition Barty( T h e Et hi opi an
2018:1).

The sentence, THLis the cardinal responsible body to the political instability that had been
rocking the country shows two very important cases. fits¢ is the presence of political
instability that had been rocking the country. The second is the existence of rdspoodib As

has been stated aboVd°LF is the cardinal responsible body for that incident. The word cardinal
is used to emphasize how TPLF was dominant over other allied parties in the country. If it was

dominating other sister parties, why it needs td gthers shared the responsibility of the
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instabilities that the country had been rocked Hty?s because nobody wants to be fully

responsible for any violent act.

Dr Aregawi Berhe, chief of Tigray Democratic Coalition Party saidilte Ethiopian
Heraldthat, it is obvious that the architect of these sister parties across the states is
TPLF. The attendant ills almost in gross are ascribable to TPLF but the other parties
it created in its image are not immune from the blame, for without their willingness i
could not have done what it did. It may not have cretitednstability in the country

(The Ethiopian Herald, 2018).

The detail presented above still believes that TPLF is the architect of the sister parties. Being an
architect, TPLF is blaming othesister parties participating in the current political instability
across the country. This is shown by the sentence, the attendant ills almost in gross are ascribable
to TPLF but the other parties it created in its image are not immune from the blam®tAre
immune from the blame asserts that they were working together with TPLF, resploasibility

would be shared.

This concept is different from blaming others because under blaming others the responsibility is
totally given for the blamed group, but ithe case of pushing responsibility to others

responsibility is shared.
4.3 Incapability of Government Officials Frame

This frame in this research is used to show the treatment of the story against the government
officials based on their performance on thesigons they are assigned. There might be any

public uprising, or violent conflict in different parts of the country. This incident is highly related

to the incapability of government officials in their duti€sr example the story posted on the

front page in the Ethiopian Herald on ¥May, 2018 states thafiThe past unrest that engulfed

some parts of Ethiopia emanated partly frimok of good governance. It also led the country

declare State of Emergency for the second tiMany believe the triggerm factor forthe
widespreadmaladministration is afal ur e i n executing a given t a
2018:1). There was unrest in the past due to a faiifrgovernmentn executing a given task to

the standard.
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4.4 Law and Order, Crime and Justice Frame

This kind of frame is used in this research to show how the story treats crimes and criminals to
maintainpeace anarder based orule of law and bring justice for the victim¥he case was
posted on the ®page in The Reportesn ™ September, @18 stang that Attorney General

(AG) indicts former Hawassa mayor over conflidthis indicated that there was a conflict at
Hawassa and suspects including government officials were brought before the court. It can be
inferred that any suspect be ordwaitizen or official is subject to be asked by the law. The

detail presents the case as follows:

Along with the mayor, some 100 prisaofficials and individuals were boughefore

the court in connection with theecent deadly violence in Hawassa atm

surrounding area®n Friday, police brought the suspebefore the Federal circuit

court temporarily established in Hawassamong the suspects, six of theame

senior officials at the Hawas€ao r r e ct i on al Facilb8.tyo (The Rej

The third qustion of the research iddow do the Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter

Newspapers cover causes and consequences of ethnic conflict issues during the study period?

To answer the above questjdne researcher used two techniques (intensive reading ofwse ne
stories and interview). In the texts no real cause of ethnic conflict is covered by both the selected
newspapers. So as to strengthen the idea, the researcher conducted interview. The results of the
interview suggest that covering causes of the ettomdlicts is very costly. Participants from the
Reporter newspaper said that covering causes of the ethnic conflicts is not an easy task for a
journalist. According tahe reply, it costs them finance, manpower, materials that can be used
during covering th issue, and the security issue. Here toayrily criticize the government as it

is careless for giving security for journalists. Even the government itself is an obstacle for their
profession. For example said participant 6 and 10, aftey Ahmed tookthe power, many

ethnic conflicts and other conflicts occurred in different places and called the responsible bodies
fiYekenJibo o r-time faygna, and to make residents of a certain area alert he ordered them to
suspi ci ous ksggurdiwutoe metor thehuefamifiaperson fiNow this word came to
challenge ug they said.The word challengeshem because they are unfamiliar to those

conflicting areas.
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The other factor was the credibility of the sourd&gen though sources know the real cause of
the conflict, they give their witness saying unrelated facts for fear of secaeitgrding to the
participants As a result, the above selected newspapers could not present complete information
for each incident. They might miss names of the conflicéitigiic groups, might present fake
causes or might ignore the informatidm the case of the Ethiopian Herald, not only covering the
causes but also covering the presence of the ethnic conflict is very much costly. It may result
journalists to leave theprofession according to some participants from that newsr8onthey

tend to cover theonsequences whidre easily observable because nobody denies the existing
reality. This idea was supported by the responses of the interviewees. Participant iR\V&aid,
prefer to report the consequences of the ethnic conflict because it is very simple as it is
obser Asblod. participant 1 covering causes i s
causes of the ethnic conflicts because they are costly in térfineince, manpower, resource for

reporting |i ke car, camera etc., even I|lives.

The fourth question of the researchWghy Ethiopian Herald and Reporter Newspapers chose to
use this type of frame in ethnic conflicts from April 2, 2@028tober 2, 2018 &?It seemed that

the newspapers chose to frame the stories this way because of their sbarcesample,
sources for The Ethiopian Herald are mostly government offices. These offices do not appreciate
ethnic conflict stories in the country covered by anedium, but they cannot control all the
media. The only media that government officials can easily control are the state owned ones.
From them, The Ethiopian Herald is one. In the case of this newspaper, most of the ethnic
conflict issues were annihiled. The annihilation of the news stories was greatly found under
omission of the names of the conflicting ethnic groups and still some of the issues were
withhold. This was mostly done not to expose the gaps of the government. This therefore, makes
the nevs stories to be framed on the previously identified types of frames. However, The
Reporter believed the existence of ethnic conflict and gave coverage, the real causes of the

conflicts were not really presented, and it is because of the sources.
4.5 Comparative Discussion

In this section, the narratives of the two media outlets Tiee, Reporterand The Ethiopian
Heraldwere comparatively presented. The comparison was made based on the frames identified
and analyzed in the first section of this chapiéris section is necessary because in making
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comparison, one can be enabled to easily detect the point of departure between the narratives of
the two media outletsAs discussed above, there were differences in the framing of ethnic
conflicts between thevo selected newspapers studied periodThere were only 23 stories of

ethnic conflict in the two selected newspapers during the sampled period, while there were many

cases of ethnic conflicts in the country.

4.5.1The Ethiopian Herald Vs the Reporter
It is very important to assess the coverage given to ethnic conflict issues in each of the selected
newspapers. The Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter newspapers were selected to be studied
because both of them actively deal issues related to politics andtcaffi@rs. Knowing that
ethnic conflictsoccurredin the country during the study period, one could expect that there
would be more or less similar coverage of these issues between the newsplaygerssly, the
Ethiopian Herald newspaper is supposed éwec relatively better storiess it is a daily
newspapethan TheReporter newspaper which is weekBut the result shows that there is quite

difference in the coverage of ethnic conflict issues between the two newspapers.

The difference of framing ethmiconflict between The Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter starts
from the recognition of the conflict as ethnic conflidihe Ethiopian Herald was shy in
confidently saying the conflict as an ethnic conflict though the intention of the stories found in

thestudy period have ethnic elements.
4.5.2The Reporter

Althoughit is a weekly newspaper, it has given a relatively better attention in covering ethnic
conflict issues thabccurredin different parts of the country in different timdshas published
11lmajor news storiesand there are many related news stos&sing the issues as ethnic
conflicts. Some othem arehe following:

The first one is posted on thé’ page on 18 June, 2018. It says, ethnic conflict yet again
contributes t othemrweauses arelsbafolvly presait@bhesforced displacement

from Beinshangul particularly began reportedly following a killing of a young man from Gumz

Ethnic background, allegedly by a manovee et hni ¢ background i s At
2018:3). It described the incident that happened in Benshangul Gumuz between the Amhara and

the GumuzThe story did not hesitate to say the conflict as an ethnic conflict.
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The other issue that was believed to be ethnibdssecondtory thatwas published on the 11

page on 29 June, 2018. It was presented &Sidama Dne detains 226 in relation to deadly
conflict.o @ Arelatively calm region, the South has seen three conflict flashpoints in a span of
two weeks: Hawassa, Wolaiyta Sodo, and Wolkite towns, whiete \al said to be ethnically
chargedo ( The1llRleip dearly @resente@l thdt &he three tewe. Hawassa,
Wolaiyta Sodo, and Wolkite were victims of the conflicts which were all said to be ethnically
charged.

The otherone was also posteon the front page on T1August, 2018. It has brought another
conflict which was dtnic. It is presented agin related news, following reports of atrocities
committed against persons of Tigray origin in the Oromia Zone of the Amhara Regional
Administration, the Tigray regional administration has sent an inquiry team to inspect harms and
extent of damages inflicted against individuals ofrTgy et hni c group in
Reporter, 201811).

The above story shows the existence of ethnic corffiettveen individuals of Tigray ethnic
group and the other unidentified ethnic gro8mce it is to show some of the conflicts treated
confidently by The Reporter as ethnic conflicts, it is better to see further the above explanations
presented in the fraraecategorized above. Now it is better to see the status of the Ethiopian
Herald in terms of ethnic conflict coverage.

4.5.3The Ethiopian Herald
It is known that the Ethiopian Herald is a daily and state owned newspdipeugh it isdaily,
it did not gve much attention to ethnic conflict issues. Even the covered ones are not treated as
expected. The newspaper was shy to say the ethnic conflict as ethnic, the individuals involved
were not mentioned, the causes of the conflicts were not addressedutsviere not covered

timely, and mostly the responsibility was given to other elements.

To make it more concrete, it is better to see some examples that illustrate thésabeseThe

first was published on the front page oh& Ethiopian Herald Newsper on 18 September,

2018. The lead of the story say&thiopian Human Rights Commission Commissioner Addisu
G/Egziabher (PhD) said that deep investigatot o be hel d over Burayu
Herald, 20181).
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The above lead of a story is alba clash between the Oromos against the Gamos, Guraghes,

Wo |l ayi t,adst the Etliopian Herald is shy in treating the story openly. The Ethiopian
Human Rights Commission Commissioner Addisu G/Egziabher (PhD) believed the presence of a
conflict. It isnot known who were involved in the conflidhe story finally comes with a kind

issue that asserts the arrest of the suspledts. s t avieamwhilea&®0 plugi suspects have been
arrested over Burayu strife, accordy t o Feder al P o | BEthoogian Beraldmi s si o
2018:1).

The other issue was also posted on the front page of Ethiopian Heralll duduist, 2018. It is
about the conflicts that happened in EtBiomali state. The lead says:

The explosion of weapons and mass destruction in the S&@taik of Ethiopia
cannot be associated with ethnic and religious matters, rather is a veiled mission for
posing threats to national peace and security, and causing havoc across different
parts of the countrygccording to political experts (The Ethiopiderald, 20181).

The above sentence clearly states the existence of clashes supported with weapons and mass
destruction in the Ethi®omali state. But the newspaper is shy to present the cause of the
conflict and those who were involved in it. It ratheefers to blame the other unknown group

having the veiled mission that threats the national peace and security.

Still another news story was posted off' page of Ethiopian Herald on #®wugust, 2018. It is

about t he condemning bef Ethibpiag jreligioasd sounci.i Hedlee n c e
representatives of different religions condemned the evil act by stating the evil act did not
represent neither of them. Good. But who? The story blamed the displeased. fVéhss:

happened was done by the displeasetarnish the imagedfhe nati on, said the
Ethiopian Herald, 2018t2).

The above statement is blaming others who are displeased about the current move of the country.
Such kind of expression is highly used to show that the wrong achdgselko others and
excluding the self totally from it.
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Chapter Five

Conclusion and Recommendation

5.1 Conclusion

The purpose of this study was to analyze the narrative structure of the ethnic conflicts that
occurredin Ethiopia fromApril 2, 20180ctober 2 2018by the government owned and private
owned print mediaThe general objective of this study is to assess how the public and private
newspapers frame ethnic conflicts in Ethiopia from April 2, 20t8ber 2, 2018 G.C. and the
specific objetives are to analyze the data sources of ethnic conflict stories used by the two
selected newspapers during the study period, to assess the type of framing the selected
newspapers used during covering ethnic conflict stories in the sampled period angp&reco

the framing of the ethnic conflict news stories used by The Ethiopian Herald and Reporter
newspapers during the study period. To achieve these objectives, the researcher set the following
research questions. These are: What were the data sourdethiipian Herald and Reporter
newspapers during covering ethnic conflicts from April 2, 2Q&ober 2, 2018 G.C?, What are

the frames of the Ethiopian Herald and the Reporter Newspapers used during covering ethnic
conflicts from April 2, 20180ctober 2,2018 G.C?, How do the Htpian Herald and The
Reporter Bwspapers cover causes and consequences of ethnic conflict issues during the study
period?, and Why Ethiopian Herald and Reporter Newspapers choose to use this type of frame in
ethnic conflicts fromApril 2, 20180ctober 2, 2018 G.C?

To answer these questions, the researcher used qualitative reettientify the media frame on

the coverage ahe ethnic conflicts by bothhe Ethigian Herald and The Reportépart from

the frames, the sources dadtd used by the two selected newspapers, how they cover the causes
and consequences of the ethnic conflict stories, and why they chose to frame the ethnic conflict
stories that way have been critically analyzZehm thetotal of 23 news storieshere arefour

frames: annihilation, attribution to responsibility, incapability of government officials and law
and ordercrime and justice. However, out of these four frames, the twoanrehilation and

attribution to responsibilityveredominant.

The first frame, i.e, annihilation,was dominantly used byhE Reportemewspaperand the
second framei.e., attribution to responsibilityywas dominantly used by the Ethiopian Herald
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newspaperThe urging na@ative technique in this newspaper was used to moth&readers to
attempt to bring solutions to the ethnic conflicts, to fight third parties, and to narrow the gap
between the government and the public in order to solve the probRBlarsing others was also
widely used by The Ethiopian Herald to extermalthe responsibility regarding to the ethnic
conflict. This shows that the newspaper wants to advice readers to be part of the solution or not
to be involved in the conflict, and to externalize the causes of the conflict and the consequences
to the thid body.One story was found under the pushing responsibility to others frame to let
others be part of the responsibilifyhe thrd frame that is, incapability of government officials,

was exclusively used bine Ethiopian Herald newspaper, and the fquitdw and ordercrime

and justicewas exclusively used by the Reporter newspaper.

Shortly, the Ethiopian Herald is different from the Reporter in the following critical points. One
is the frame type it belongs tdhe findings revealed thathe Ethiopiam Herald is put under
amihilation frame, particularly; withholding information and anitting the names of the
conflicting ethnic groups and attribution to responsibility frame i.e. blaming others, urging
narratives and pustg responsibility to others, anery few stories were categorized under the
frame of incapability of government officials.

On the contrary,The Reporter news stories were highly found under annihilation frame of
omitting the causes of the ethnic conflicts aedy few storiesverealsofound under attribution

to responsibility frames of blaming otlseBesidesthe story was also found under law and
order, justice and crime frame. Even though it is universally accepted that conflict attracts media,
the Ethiopian Herald newspaper did gote muchattentionto it in the presence of many ethnic
conflicts in the country.

However, onamight argue thathis is because of thlanguagean which the newspaper has been
published in English by considering their customers, who are from internagiotaliplomatic
communities, nationaklites and academics believing that, the ethnic issues may be less

interesting to their customers.

This may mean that ethnioonflict is takenas an issue that may not deserve international
attention. This mightoe one case to annilie the ethnic conflict issues; nevertheleths
problem is highly seen in The Ethiopian Herald newspapele both of themare publishedin
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English.Therefore language is not the reasomtlhe case is the editorial policy and mavship.

As a result,tiis possible to say that the political ideology has had a clear impact on the reporting

of ethnic conflictsIn the same mannehte owner shi pds i deol ogy has
which papers cover ethnic miticts. in relaton to this, Mulatu (2017: 146) argues that
ownershipbs political i deol ogy hadtakingpssant ed t
evidence Amare Aregawaone of the fighters of TPLE&nd owner of The Reporter newspaper

who allowed The Reporter ® be more straightforward and journalidts become active in

reporting on critical cases in relation to conflict and policy issliles.same is truaithe case of

this research because though the names of the conflicting ethnic groups were omitteéwsthe

stories, The Reporter newspaper has relatively covered better ethnic conflict issues.

According to the sourcdbatthe selected newspapers usbey usedlifferent sourcesThe first

is the government sources that The Ethiopian Herald mostly degema In addition, the
residents and experts were also used as sources of news stories. From these sources, the majority
of the stories of The Ethiopian Herald were written by sourcing officials from government
offices at all levels (Federal, Regional Vdoreda level, police, security, and military offices, and
kebele level). These officials were used as sources of ethnic conflict stories through their offices
and by their names. For this, the researcher interviewed why the journalists from the Ethiopian
Herald mostly depended on the government sources. They mostly ddpmndjovernment
officials because without their wjlhothing will be donelnformant4 (April 8, 2019 assures

that since the newspaper is government owned, it does not motivate igiartaalcover ethnic
conflicts. Informant 1, 2, 3 and 5 share the idelmformant 2 adds that not only the

administration but alsthe editors usuallycensorethnic conflict stories.

However, e Reporter newspaper highly reliezh both the government artle residents
(victims) and academicdnformantsfrom this newspaper told the researcthet they mostly go

to the conflicting area to extract the right information about the cases though there are times they
do not go physically because of securitylpeons.For this, it has a better ethnic conflict stories

coverage compared to The Ethiopian Herald.

In the texts, no real cause of ethnic conflicts is covered by both the selected newspapers. So as to
strengthen the idea, the researcher conducted interVige results of the interview suggest that

covering causes of the ethnic conflicts is codtifjormans from The Reporter newspaper said
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that covering causes of the ethnic ftiots is not an easy task fgournaliss. It costs them

finance, manpower, aterials that can be used during covering the issue, and the security issue.
Here they angrily criticize the government as it is careless for giving security for jourrrsdists.

to them, gen the government itself is an obstacle for their professionexanple, according to
informant6 and 10, after Abiy Ahmed took the power, many ethnic conflicts and other conflicts
occurred in different pl ad&eksniban d rtiondleyéne, dndt he r
to make residents of a certain area alerthe or dered them tteegurruspi Ci
iwutdo to refer the wunfamiliar per son. fiTNOw t hi

aboveword challenges them because they are unfamiliar to those conflicting areas.

The other factor was theedibility of the sources. Even though sources know the real cause of
the conflict, they give their witnessying unrelated fact®r fear of securityAs a result, the
above selected newspapers could not present complete information for each incigentigrit

miss names of the conflicting ethnic groups, might present fake causes or might ignore the

information.

The selected newspapers seemed choose to use the above identified frames because of their
sourcesThe ultimate goal of the media is to setkie public by providing accurate information
timely. However, the above selected newspapers fail to provide accurate information to the
public; some of the ethnic conflict issues were ignored or given less attention. For exdraple
Ethiopian Herald newsper was not on the position of covering those ethnic conflict issues that
occurred in Ethiopia at different times. Even those covered ones were seen very shallowly. This
makes the newspaper irresponsibd the public as the public has the right to actessight
information timely. Moreoverthis newspaper did not ward present the issue being critical.

The Reporter also did not go further to be critical of finding the real cause of the ethnic conflicts
and mentioning the exact names of the conflgcethnic groups though is relatively better than
The Ethiopian Herald in believing the existence of ethnic conflict and mentioning some of the

names.
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5.2 Recommendation

Based on the findings in this framing study, the researeltemmends thiollowing.

V It isimportant for The Ethiopian Herald to give better attention for ethnic conflict issues

coverage.

V The two newspaperhould clearly state the real cause of the conflict, wasinvolved
in the conflict and the real figure of the consequences. Whiglis donethe public may

go one step into the solution.

V  As far as the government is responsible to safeguard ifdgpabhas to give guarantee
for journalists to properly exercise their profession and abstain itself from using odd
wordsthatindiect |l y may initiate confl i cTliseg@mggai nst
liwutd t o r epr e spersonto then areausedl by she Premiemay expose

journalists tdbe hurt easily when they go to cover.

V Both media houses and journalism schost®uld work together toproducequalified

journalists that can act according to the professional ethics.
V They should cover complete news stories to let the readers know the truth.

V This study will initiate many research ideas to be studied on the framing a€ ethn
conflicts by the Ethiopian media. This can be done by selecting the setting of the conflict
and the media. For example: how did the media frame the ethnic conflictectuated
in Benshangul Gumuz between Amhara and Gumuz? Assessing the framingtbhibe
conflicts thatoccurredbetweerthe Guji and Gedeo by the Ethiopian print media. Or the
framing of ethnic conflicbefore and after the coming of Abiy Ahmed (PhD) into power
by different media outlets.
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Appendix IV

Clan politics
characterizes not |
Ethio-Somali

BY ADDISA LEM MULAT

APBHDIS ABABA - As the
EthiosSomali people are
natiomalists and adore their
country Ethiopia they cannot
buy the clan- leader-favoring-
secessiopist—sentinxenl triggered
by the displeased few.

This remark was made by
Dr. Moha Farah Jire, a highly-
educated A frican Political Peace
and Security analyst.

She noted. true to their
siblings else where in the
country Ethio-Somali people
might have passed through ups
and downs but as the wind of
change is wafting across the
nation their case could be no =

oth tes.
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Appendix XII

Why chaos, violence come
back In positive- sum era

BY YOSEFKETEMA

Sooner sfter all Ethiopians welcomed
the New Year in great 2eq] a5 the pation has
already begun to get back on the ralls with
the current popular slogan, positive-sum
ak s Medemer, unfortumately some parts
of the country had witnessed the comeback
of chaos and violence as well as causalities
end unlawful evictions.

Why is that and what needs to be done
to prevent sad tackle such turmoils for good?

For the Addis Absba University
Department of Political Science and
International Relations Undergraduate
Program Coordinator and lecturer Adane
Alemzyein, the curent situation of Ethiopia
is a type of transition in which the
Sovernment is strving to widen the coustry’s
poltica landscape taking basic politcel and  Positions and other things are being
democratic measures. He therefore, says  twansferred. Thus, the situation could bring
the recent violent activites were expected  Ciash of mterests over those things between
to unfold and so they should notbe teken  EFoups and individusls.
 the faihure or problem of thereform “It  Also the same University Political
is ruther  the result of our immsture polisical  Scieace and Internationsl Relations Lectuser
culture in-ferms of entertaining and Ermias Kebede says : “Though there are
respecting various ideologies.” components of transition within the same

According to him there ere a Jot of things  regime, it is complicated and too early to
that could surfice in such tramsitonal period; - 2eneralize the situation.”
because, when there is  transition movement, A0 him, the comeback of viokeace and
it means powes, resource (money), poliical - chaos are the result of friction between
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different groups in order to gain political
£AIDS .

But, Adane points out irresponsible
activists and hatred speech dissemination
through social media as the triggering
factors of the latest violence. “Taking the
advantage of the present politica] freedom,
several people who are actively engaged in
agiteting youss of some ethaic group agginst
the other. That is why we witnessed the
tecent killings and forcible evictions "

Entirely agreeing with Adme's remarks

on the negative impscts of the disseminstion
of hate speeches through social media,
Emuizs notes that; “We are now on early
stages to adopt democratic culture bowever,
most social media users seem o leck critical
thinking therefore it can cost & lot to et
the social media without any rezulation at
least for the secunty of cifizens.”

In addition, be says it shows that these
violeat groups conld do more, if the citustioa
Wes more conducive in these days, therefore
the government peeds to save the ongoing
change ensuring rule of law."

Moreover, he says the government is
now taking a number of measures that
widen the political landscape suck & inviting
various political parties and figures that
were living in exle to come back bome.

“This by itself makes the ruling party
to shoulder & big commitment i terms of
strengthening law and order more than
s

Asto Adane , the mling coalition
member parties made leadership reform
and remove some semior officials, and the
same thing was also being camied out st
the faderal level to replace some officials
and authorities that are hated by majority
of people, however, they have falled to
make them accountsble for the crimes whick

See Why chaos, ... Page )
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thew have conunitted : T believe
this action have contributed in
undermuining of the mile of law .77

As the remedy of the situation
. Adane stresses that there are
munber of social gnevances that
need to be solved through deep
discussion and dialogue at wider
public lewvel.

“There are historicallyv claimed
happenings that different groups
interpreted in a divergent wavs.
These all need to be discussed
openlyv. The vouths should also be
involved in discussion. ™

Ermias also underlines that Dir
Abivy and his leadership brought

very genuine ideas that have won
the hearts and minds of manwy
individuals and also believed good
for everyvone: “But I'm doubtful on
how mmich his brilliant ideas have
been understood at a grass root level.
Again, I believe it 1s better for Dir
Abiv to replicate his reform efforts

through rigorous trainings,
discussions and dialogues.
There should be a well

established common ground on the
idea of national vwnity.”” For him
Ethiopia has a number of common
sentiments that other countries
lacked in order to develop common
identity.
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Appendix B: News from the Reporter

Appendix |

Ethnic conflict yet again
contributes to more IDP’s

By Dawit Endeshaw

Despite a lfle support hy regsocal
fowernments and officials, hundreds
of @splaced people from Ovomnta and
Belmshangui CGumz Regomal States
are lacgquishing In the harshest living
conditions tn Bahir Dar, the capital of
Ambara Reglonal states, The Reporter
has kearst,

Toe latest round of internally displaced
Ethsoplans comes just months after the
United Nations' last year report which
indicated at Jeast one million Ethdoplans
were internally dsplaced. The situation
15 far fom over where thousands of
Ethioptans are il ®eling the pinch
of ethnic conflict and conflict driven
displacements across the country.

Last year, the majorsty of the dssplaced
popalation was from Somall and Oroméa
Regional States.

Once again, thonsands of Ethloplass,
this time ethaic Amharas, are displaced
from different wordas of Beinshangul
and Oromia. The foreed displacement
of Amharas from Betnshangul began in
Octaber, 2017 while Cromia saw its tnflax
1z Febraary, 2018

The Reporter met with those who are
displaced from the two regions on June
11, 2012 (Bahir Dar) where arcund &1 of
them are tempocarily Uving ta churches
and temporary shelters.

The Reporter padd a vistt to these places.
From the total number of displaced
Ambaras, close fo 135 are currently

Moreowver, from those who are lving
under the mercy of the church, children
under the age of five and actating
maothers acoount for majarity.

The Reporter observed that they are now
1tving under tents donated by Red Cmss
and houses owned by the church.

it

4

Chikdren wad lactating mothers sre smong hundreds of 10 who curmently living Inside Sertx.

reglonal government,” said a father oftwo
who 15 displaced from Kamashe Zone of
Beinshangul Reglon. The Reparter chose
o hide Ris identity given the political
sensitiveness of the sttuation.

In e, officlals came and confmat us
when we speak out about our sttuation.
They told us we either have to g0 hack to
Beinshangul or to our famdlies in different
Woredas across Ambhara Region, said the
father, He has been 1iving tn Belnshangul
since 2006, owning his own Lad and
inwolved in business activities.

ThefoeceddisplacementfromBelnshangul
Em hegan reportodly following 2
ng of a young man from (jumz Ethnic

tackground, aliegedly by a man whose
ethnic background is Ambara.

Following the incident, 2 conflict has
mmmmmmw
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and displacements of Amharas.
Unconfirmed  testimony  from  those
désplaced fmm Bednshangnal stated that at
Ieast doxens of killings have taken place
in a vengeful ialling of the Seenager from
Cumz.

At the time, all of 25 weee trying to escape
and the security forces from the mgion
were very negligent to protect us and our
Romes from arsonists, Mid another man
who 15 in his late 205

2 was only after the iavoivement of the
federal force that we managed to run for
our 1ives, told The Reporter.

Then he and others were transterred
to Amhara region, In the first place, the
region sends most of the displaced to thetr
families and temporary shelters. After
faying at their Smilies for a fow weeks,

—anantaillh

most of them went hack to Eahdr Dar in
search ©r a solution from the regiomal
admintstrations.

Alter moving from one church to ancther,
156 were aliowed to live inside St George
Church. Around 285 of them lve under
a tent inside the premises under the
mea’s Disaster Preveation & Risk
Management Commission.

The growp Inside the church was
composed of people mostly displaced from
Betnzhangul. While the one under the
supervision of the Disaster Preveation
& Risk Manageswent Commission are
domimated by thoce displaced Gom
Oromia

Moreover, from the 286 tndividuals, 1708
them are fmm Buno Bedelle and Jimma
Zones of Ovomnda Regional states.

The Reporter learnt that those dsplaced
fime Oroeda began to come from places
including Denebt, Dabahana, Limukassa,
Bedelle, Atnagn and Azam Woedas

The forced eviction was conspired and
condacted by 2 group of men, sald those
evicted from the aforementioned distract.
A father of four who used 10 live in Bano
Bedelle Woreda sadd he and his hiends
were todd to Hve thelr howses hecanse of
thedr ethnic sdentity.

‘During that time, we were forced to
leave. We were told by offictals of the
Woreda that we cannot evea sell owr
houses,” he sasd.

He lved in the area for more than 20 years
# a thrmer. He has a two-hectare plot of
land wisere Be has the right over the land.
The Reporter saw the legal documents
tssued by the reglon,

For the pagt momths both Oromia
Regional and Ambara Reglonal sates
were silent about the fact that there wene
actually displaced Amharas from Ovoeia
Reglon.

Im fact, ofictals from Cromnda tl thes week
have not openly said there were fareefully

Meuﬂd%!l



Ethnic conflict yet. ..,

dlisplared or who waes involved n the eviction.

1o 2 moent stement by Neperd Lencha(Fhl,
commeniaion head of Ommia regin, those
particubarty displaced from Buno Bedelle Zone
wire sid o have 1ot willingy deqite an
nterderence by Zonal Offirials begring them in
stay.

Two days ags, I kts persanal Facebook arcount,
Nipzwn Tilahon, Commenication Eurvan bead
of Ambxra Rrgional State, said that Batems Bave

been n place o nspist those displaced fom bof
Tegtons. He alsn said that fhere werm comsuitations

held between ftctals of Ambara, Ommia aed
Fenishangul gines:

However, ¢ Reportr confirmed that those
shelfered i Churches and Semparary fents are
L et suppet eeen the A B
Fropie who are il living thery: lafr June toid

The Reportr in  pocee call that 2 ssgmificant
mumiher of people inside the tents are suffering
from Sarrhiea wich they said 15 doe o o lack of
sanitation of the dally meal provid fn them.

Imadibtion, thow sheltered in chumches are grtting

CONT O FRCW AGE ]

T suppart. They rely on generces help from
thit aidents of Eahir Der and the servounding
Wireak

(n A cally hasts, i Inas tim penple suffer from
AWT) ramed by contamination, said oo of the

ditsplared peersan living in the enss.

Alter The Reporier padd 2 vis o the ismmporary
aheliers ingide the myies Crisaster Freveation
(o sglem, 1w toild that the seeriry a the
gt berame siricter whiee oo oo & allmwd t0 o
{nid or coatside.

T Reperter s attempts to reach Nigussn Tiahus
il it e vt et repeated phon calls and
oL .

115 tobe recalled that accorting toa repart jodntty
releed by foe Uniied Nations (ffiee for the
Conrdination o Humanitarian Aairs (IINOCHA)
e Nitbod Diadr Rk Management
(ommimim (NORMD) and  Iniematimal
(rgaization for Megration (10M) inicated that
clnge o ome milliom penple have been désplared
ine fn the confiet along the borders of the Cromia

and Ethioplan-somald regional states & of last
VAL,
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Appendix Il

New PM's first real test

By Brook Abdu

It all seemed like the conflict and public
uprising that rocked the country for the
past three years is finally coming to an
end following the changs of guard af the
very top of the ruling party, Ethiopian
People’s  Revolutionary  Demperatic
Front (EFRDE), as Abiy Almed (PAD)
assnmed the chairmanship and the
Prime Minister position of Ethiopia.
But, it was not even free months into
his temure when a relatively calmer
region of the country, Southern Rezional
State, was rocked by another ethmically
charged violence. The warest spread to
thre Zomal administrations in no time.
Wollite was the first of these three places
that saw a bloody ethnic confet which
restlted in Iuge damages to property
and loss of Lives. The conflict tha broke
out between the Curazes and Kebenas,
o0 June 13, 2006, clamed the life of
one person while leaving seven others
heavily imjured. Several kiosks, shaps,
vehicles and other properties were sef on
fire.

Perhaps the most distractive of three
conflicts is the one that happened ou the
day of the Fiche Chambalala celebration
(Jume 14) which marks the New Year
according to the Sidama people customs
ad taditions. The celebration &
held every year in the regional capifal
Hawasza, What began 2 2 small clash

and throwing of stones grew to be a full
fledsed conflict befween the Sidama and
the Wolayta ethnic sroups, according to
Solomon Hadlu, communications head of
the regional government

Solomon told The Reporter on Tuesday
Jue 19 that 10 people have been killed
by the condlict and nine snstained major
imjuries while 80 people walked away
with miner injuries. A a result of the
conflict, 3500 peoples Dave also been
displaced from their residential areas
and their properties have been damaged.
The conflict also resulted in property
damages which are not yet accownted for
fully.

Alfhongh the confliet in the regiom
assnme & different form resembling a
(question of self admimistration, lafer on,
Solomon said that such questions could
lave been forwarded nsing constitutional
means; and that it cannot be 2 justifiable
action by any reason.

Wolaiyta was another part of the rezion
to experience A similar conflict after
two days o June 16. What began & an
opposition to the aftack on the efhmic
Wolaiytas mn Hawassa grew to & full
blown violence and the Wolaiyta Sodo
University, Sodo Agrieultural College,
Sodo Primary and Secondary School
& well as sovermment instifutions
and private properties were damaged
and et on fire. Damage to property
was wmaccomnted for and both private
and sovernment services have not

commenced for almost five days.

Three have also died in this conflict and
10 peaple imjured.

Acording fo the deputy administrator
of the Wolaiyta Zong, Getalnm Garedew
(PhD), the public’s oufrage came as
a resilt of the aftack on the efhmie
Wolaiytas especially related fo fhe
annl Fiche Chambalila celebration
in regional capital. And the scale of the
attack has been growing from time fo
fime.

In his Eid Al Fifr messase, Prime
Mumister Abiy said that the conflicts were
cansed by groups that do not want peace
and the public has to understand that
these “daytime hyenas” want the people
to kill each other and benefit gut of it
After addressing o the Honse of Peoples’
Representatives (HFR) on Monday June
18, the Prime Minister flew to Hawassa
to discuss with the society and the
aiminisfration of the Sidama Zone.

The Prime Minster condermed the
attacks and stressed that they should not
happenagain, While assuring the PM that
the attacks om the imocent civilians by
1o means represent fhe Sidama people,
they presented their questions relating
to selfaiministration to whih be
replied “the need for self-administration
should be diseussed thoronghly both
at the rezional and federal level and its
benefits should be nalyzed i terms of

the projected costs”.
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After his diseussion, the Prime Minister
visited fhe displaced people camped in
various loeations in the cify.
Meanwhile, similar discussions were
held m Wolaiyta Sodo and Wolkite
towns where similar questions of self
alministration were raied to the Prime
Minister,
Getalm. the deputy head of the Walaiyta
lomal Administration stafed that the
aclkmowledzement of the srowing atfacks
inflicted on the ethnic Wolaiytas by the
Prime Minister was a biz move as it
hias never been ackmowledged by any
govermmental body both at the regional
and federal levels.

In 3 meeting that the Prime Minister
hiad held im Wolkite, he wrged the leaders
of the Sidama, Wolaiyta, Gurage and
Eebena zona] and woreda adminisfrators
to vesigm as soon as possible taking
respousibility for the damages that
happened becanse of the conflicts.
Following the call of the Prime Minister,
five senior officials from the Wolaiyta
region have resimed: fhe head of the
lomal Administration his deputy,
Southern Efhiopian Peoples’ Democratic
Movement (SEPIM) Zonal head, mal
a5 well as urban politics heads of fhe
SEPDM.

The Prime Minister appreciated the move
by the Zonal Administration officials and
called for the others to follow suit.
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Sidama Zone detains 226 in
telation to deadly conflict

Brook Abdn

The Sidama Zone Admimstration
has detained 296 suspects who were
caid to have been involved directly
or indirect in the recent violence
that rocked the city of Hawassa
resulting in the death of 10 people,
cansed severe mnjuries to nine people
and minor mjuries to & people, The
Reporter has learnt.

The conflict had also resulted i the
displacement of 3,500 Individuals.

“We have detained suspects involved
directly or indirectly in the recent
violence In Hawassa and we will
contimue to assess and identify
whoever 1 mvolved in the conflict”
Allin Adula head of the Sidama
Zone Adminictration told The

Reparter.

According to the head of the L

adminisirator, the conflict does not
by any means represent the people
of Sidama and it was perpetuated by

individuals. He also added that the mvolved in the violence and bring

The conflict had
also resulted i
the displacement
of 3,300
individuals,

Administration will work to further  them to justice.

iently If there are any OBl py gon Adminictration has dso
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estahlished a task force which will |
reinstate the displaced and return |

the looted property. |

AbTilnalso said that he was frustrated I
by the mainstream and soclal media |
which has depicted this conflict to be |
an ethnic one between the Wolaivia |
and Sidama ethnic sroups, which be |
said were both suppressed during the |
past regimes. |

But, Akliln said that the resignation of I
the Zonal and Woreda administratars |
which Was demanded by the Frime |
Minister during his visit to the |
Southern Region will follow the |
political decision-making procedure. |
Hence, it is not up to the individual |
officer to relieve himself or herself |
from fheir duties given to them by |
the public. I

A relatively calm region, the South |
has seen three conflict flashpoints |
I & span of two weeks: Hawassa, |
Wolaiyta Sodo, and Wolkite towns, |
which were all said to be ethnically |
charged. |

Al of the conflics n the ragiunI
resilted in property damages that |
were are vet be accounted for fully. |
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Defense force intervenes in
Assosa’s deadly conflicts

Tigray sends inquiry team to Amhara regarding recent attacks in Kemise, Bafi

By Tamimn Tsige and
Birhiann Fikade

The Ethiopia Defense Force interfered fo
deter the deadly ethmic clash that left ten
dead and over 40 people imjured n Assosa,
the seat of the Bemishangul Gumuz
Rezional  Administration, I westermn
Ethiopia.

The Reporter confirmed from the Chief
administration of the Remon, Ashadli
Hassen, that the national Defense force
has arrived In Assosa and srrounding
toms on Thursday afternoon and
took confrol of violence stricken areas
like Menge, Ura, Komsh Sherkole and
Mz okom towns apart from the regional
caital

He also pomnted out that unstated amount
of properties that has been damaged due
to the violence m addition to human
calalities.

“The police have arvested 46 suspects In
comnection to the deadly violence that
rocked different parts of the regon”
Ashadly told The Reportar.

“The deadly violence that affected our
town and other parts of the reqon has
killed and imjued many people” he
atded.

Reports indicate that the conflict broke
out after indigenons communities n
the region reportedly demanded other
minority groups to leave the area.

However, the government has been
blaming antl-reformist groups for Inciting
violence in many parts of the country In
Addition to Assosa.

It 15 to be recalled that similar clashes has
clammed the lives of more than a dozen of
people n Hawassa, Wolaita Sodo, Wolkite
a5 well as Harare towns, recently.
According to sources, the clashes
appeared to be between the Berta people-
who are indigenous fo Benishangul
Gumz Remon—and other efhnicities
Iving m the regional capital and the
surrounding.

Conflicts along these regions’ barders
have become Increasingly destructive.

Last vear, nearly 11 million were
displaced dueto fighting along the Oromia

and Ethio-Somali regions’ borders.

On Wednesday, the UN's Office for
the Coordination of Humanifarian
Affairs (OCHA) said that, wesls of
violence hetween Oromia and Southern

communities has forced at least another
76,000 peaple out of their homes.

In related news, following reports of
atrocities committed agalnst persons
of Tigray origm In the Oromia Zone of
the Amhara Regional Administration,
the Tigray rezional administration has
sent an quiry team to inspect harms
and extent of damages inflicted aganst
mdividuals of Tigray ethnic moup in
these areas.

Reddale Halefom, the newly appointed
communication affairs head of the Tigray
Regional State, told The Reporfer that
 team has been dispatched to Kemisse
and Battl, the center of and a tovm In
the Oromia Zone of Amhara Regional
State, respectively, where reports and
allegations of attacks against residents
from Tigray ethnic group are coming out.
Arcordng to Reddase, detatls of the
attacks and the degres of damages will be
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made public soon. He, however, declined
to spectfy as to how many mdividuals
have heen affected by these attacks.
However, he expressed the position of the
regional state saying: “We condemn any
aftacks and atrocities directed towards
all citizens on the basis of their ethnic
origin to the strongest possible terms.” He
adlded that citizens have the right to Live
and work In any part of the counfry as
recognized by the constifution.

Efforts made by The Reporter to Include
the views of the Amhara Regional State
on the matter bare no frut. Repeated call
to get a hold of Nigussu Tilahun, head of
Amhara Region communication Office,
was unsuceessful.

In related news, the Tigmay Regional
State has extended a fivemllion-birr
financial ad to support victims of Last
week's grenate attack committed dwing
the rally organized in support of Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed (PhD). It 15 to be
recalled that the bomb attack clamed two
Iives and wounded 154 of individuals at
the rally
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Oil companies evacuate their
personnel from Ethio-Somali region

By Kaleyesus Bekele

Alarmed by the political and
security turmoil that occurred in
the Ethio-Somali Regional State

last weelk, oil companies engaged
in oil exploration projects in the
region have evacuated their staff
to Addis Ababa, it was learnt.

Following the security crisis

in the fragile region, conflict
erupted in the regional capital,
Jigjiga, on July 2s. Civilians have
been killed and houses, a bank,
shops and churches have been

looted and torched in Jigjiga and
other small towns in the region.

Poly GCL Petroleum

OQil companies . .. page 24

Oil companies evacuate...

Investments, the Chinese company
enzaged m ol and gas exploration and
development projects m the Ogaden
bazin, has evacuated itz key persommel
by air early this week Sources told The
Reporfer that the company fransported
its key personnel mostly Chinese by
chartered plane since July 29. Ethiopian
Alrlines has suspended flishts to the
region. The Chinese pefrolenm experts
and engmeers were stationed in Hilala,
Calub and Warder oil and gas projects.
Sources said the ofl workers will be
redeployed to the project sites once the
secnrity situation improves.

A zenior execufive of Poly GCL dendes
the evacnation operation. “Tt is & aew
change,” he fold The Reporter. Koang
Tutlam (MD), state minmister of the
Mnistry of Mines, Petroleum and Natural
Gas, has also denied the report. “This
is not an accurate information. Why
would they evaruate their employess?
Things are moving as nsual.” he told The
Reporter. According to Eoang, it could be
for a vacation that the Chinese came to
Addis Ababa.

Poly GCL has been engaged in the
exploration and development of oil and
gas resonrces i the Ogaden basm since
014, The company is I the process to
develop the Calub and Hilala gas fields.
The company has discovered crmde oil
reserve in the Hilala locality and began
test production last Jume. It has also
discovered addifional gas reserve m a
locality called Dohar.

Advertisments

Another Chinese company, BGP
Geoservices, which 15 confracted by
Poly-GCL, has also evarmated its staf fo
Addis Ababa. BGP has transported its
team of Chinese pefrolenm experts by a
chartered plane. BGP is a peophysical
service company that collects, mterprets
and process seismic data.

Sources told The Reporter that the Poly
GLL and BGP's camps, which are hishly
guarded by the Mational Defense Forces,
were not aftacked. According to sources,
the Natiomal Defences Forces have
mobilized more troops to the project sites.
“There iz noreported incident near the il

and gas projects but the companies took
precautions measure,” sonrces said. “The
oil projects are far from Jigjiga where
the security sitnation has deteriorated
We hope that peace and security will be
restored soon,” they added.

However, amother sowrce told The
Reporter that a field vehicle that belongs
to Poly GCL has been taken away by local
residents.

Poly GCL Petroleum Investments is
planning to develop the Calub and Hilala
zas fields which were discovered by an
American company Tenneco in 1972. The

CONT'D FROM PAGE 26

Chinese company iz i the process to
construct a gas export pipelie to the Port
of Djibouti and a gas refinery plant at a
cost of four billion dollars. The pipeline
line construetion work was scheduled to
begin in September 2018, “Wark will not
commence nnless peace and security is
restored,” sources said

New Age, South West Energy and Delonex
Energy are the other companies engaged
in oil exploration projects in the Ozaden
basm. The Reporfer has learnt that
currently these companies do not have
active personmel at the project sites.

Ethiopian studentsin...

serions quandary has happened nine
months ago. Starting from 201647, there
Was 0o problem in getting the fived money
on time. However, after 2017, the problem
started to manifest more frequently,” a
PhD candidate at an Indian nniversity,
told The Reporter.

Asked what respomnse the students had
received from the Ethiopian Embassy
in New Delhi and a5 to what cansed the
delay of student's stipend” He =aid that
“they [the Embassy officials] repeatedly
responded to the inguiry of the students
saying that the Ministry of Education has
not et transferred dollars to their bank
account”,

Continmonsly frostrated I an email
exchange, the PhD) candidate wrote to The

Reporter stating that they do not receive
proper support from the Ethiopian
Emhassy through which the students are
paid their stipend.

Another stdent also confirmed that the
Embassy is not helpful to students saying
that “they are care only for themselves”.
According to students, beyond the
looming fear of starvation, the current
stipend erisis has bronght threats to their
health with Dengue vims coming info
“What matters most is that the current
problem is far serious than before,” says
another frustrated stodent,” adding “As
far asTkmow, in some of these universities
snch as Andhra University - located in
the southern part of ndia - more than 25

CONT'D FROM PAGE 10

students suffer from the new virus.

Stodents told The Reporter that the virns
iz becoming a serions threat to smdent’s
lives. The mumber of students’ who are
being treated in hospitals is not stated
and others have recovered and are going
back to their residence.

The virus has no treatment, except taking
some pain killer medicines.

“Tnless the Ethinpian povernment sends
them money, they could not survive. Mo
extra work is here. Everybody is coming
to learn, not to do business.” a student
warned

The Reporter’s aftempt fo obtain the
reaction of officials of the Mimistry of
Education bore no fruit.
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Human Rights Commission condemns

By Neamin Ashenafi

The Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission (EHRC) denownced the
vecent confliet in the capital of the
Ethio-Somali Regional State, Jigjiga.

“The recent clach in the region
breaches the basic human rights
enshrined in the constitution such as
the right to live, the right of movement
and the right to worship,” Demesew
Benti, head of the communication at
EHRC, told journalists on Thursday
August9, 2018,

“The conflict that occurred last
Saturday in Jigjiga town has caused
theloss of lives, destruction of property
and devastation of churches. In this

regard basic human rights of eitizens
were atrisk, " Demesew highlighted.

Apart from this, the regional office of
the EHRC located in the town was also

 target and the offices were burned
and vandalized which resulted in the

l0ss of documents and other properties

Demesew further stated.

Jigjiga violence

said, adding that such vandalicm that
targeted the branch office of the ERRC
is deliberately orchestrated by those
groups to eliminate documents of the
investigation and the findings.

Moreover, the head of the

gcommunication fold  journalist

that the Commission will lawnch
it vestigation right after the
o restoration of peace aud stability in
- the regions and promised to inform its
Y findings tothe public.

The conflict that began in Jigjiga town
. 0f the Ethio-Somali Regional State in
eastern Ethiopia on Saturday, August
£ 4, 2018, s spread to other towns of
the region.

<0 Sy T he M

According to sources in the area,
widespread  affacks have Dbeen
reported, especially targeting people
that came from other regions. Sources
also added that many hid in their
homes and retreated to churches for
safety.

After  repeated appeals from violations of human rights by the Sonrces alsosaidthat abak. achured,

fhat belonged to the branch. offie,  community elders,scholars aud other - administratorsofthe region, theERRC - yycinecce and resdences were seton
residents of the region regardimg the launched ifs investigation, Demesew fire due to the conflict.

!
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Djiboutians flee from Dire Dawa

By Dawit Endeshaw

The number of Djiboutian who left the
country days after the wurest in Dire
Dawa city 430 km east of Addis Ababa
- has reached over 2,000, The Reporter
has leamt.

According to sources from Djibouti
Councdl Office in Dire Dawa, the
number of people who are demanding
to leave the city in fear of more warest
15 increaing from time to time.

This humanitarian and political erisis
comes after an worest that left six
Djiboutian individuals dead and i3
more sustaining injuries.

Among those who are killed, three are

kids from the same family who died
after thelr house was attacked and
caught fire.

“We are mow in the process of
transferring Djiboutian to Djibouti,”
said sowrce from Djibouti Consul
Office. In the earlier days of the nrest
alone, 1,700 people were transferred to
Djibouts, said the same source.

Most of the deaths were said to ocour
when unidentified group of individuals
began to attack houses and torching
some of them,

The violence i the city began on
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Close 1 2000 Ojboutian fled from the iy of ire Dawa

the weekend of August 2, 2018 after
a meeting was held in Dire Dawa,
The meeting imcluded hundreds of
Somali communities, scholars, elders,
former officials of Ethio-Somali
region critical of the former president
Abdi Mohammed Oumer and his
administration.

The city, however, rocked by the
violence fmally calld for the
Intervention of the National Army as
well as the federal police,

These two forces, equipped with heavy
machine guns are now patrolling the
city, according to residents of the city.

In related news, over the week, the
long serving president of Ethio-Somali
region has resigued from his position.
In the same turn of events, similar
unrests ocowred i Jigjiga which
claimed the lives of many.

Following the violence, the federal
government deployed the army to the
region.

In relation to this, a social media
platform by the name of Cakoaranews.
com administered by Ethio-Somali
Regional States government reported
that President Abdi and his aides went
to Addis Ababa to meet officials in the
federal government

The platform also said that, though
former president Abdi is believed to be
in Addis Ababa, but the region is not
aware of the current whereabouts of
the former president.

Furthermore, it also indicated that
there is an interest and a pressure
from the federal government to appoint
Ahmed Shide, minister for Government
Communication Affairs Office.

The Reporter's repeated efforts to
reach Ahmed Shide bore no fruit
The Minister failed to respond to owr
repeated calls aud SMS enquiries over

the matter,
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Families of mob-attack victims fear for safety
v L
¥ \"’\'

By Dawit Endeshaw

The tamilies of Fitsum Mehar! and
Hafta Hagezom, victims of the Wollega
mob attack a week ago, rxpressed their
concern for thelr safety following the
brutal killings of the two individuals
ty a mob in Eastern Wollega Zone, The
Heporter s learnt,

The two individuals were killd on
August 11, 2018, around 5:00 pm local
time, They were stoned to death as well
# attacked by a blade, The decmsed
were on thelr way to their birth place
in Northern Ethicpda, Tigray Reglon,
when the attack happened.

Obtaining permission from the local
administration, Subusren  woreda,
the two victims were transporting
ther property out of the locality. The
two, othnically Tigray, were planning

to resettle thetr families in Tigray |

following recent deteriorating security
condition and thelr personul safety.

According to family members and
friends whose names The Reporter
decide to withhold, the two farmers
decided to leawe the area followlng
ethnic related attacks targeting non-
(romos in the woreda,

The attack took place while Fitsum,
40 and Haftu, 87, were driving, fust a
fow kilometers from Suberea woreda,
The two came to Bast Woleg hack
in 1984 as a child following one of the
worst droughts which largely afected
Northern and North Eastern Ethéopla,
They were part of a msettlement
program by the then Ethioplan
government.  During  the  drought,
thousands of famdlses were resettied in
the then Wollnga District.

In the wareda where Fitsum and Haftu
used to live, there are currently close
to 800 households settled by the same
resettioment peogram.

Fotlowing the killings, families and
friends of the deceased told The

w2

Reporter that they are in a grave danger
and are concerned that similar attacks
might ocour agatn, They aso expressed
their anger ower the local police's
fallure to protect the two farmers from
the attacks.

“There were similar attacks four
months ago and it stopped after the
acendance of Atdy Ahmed (FhD) to the
Premiership; however, over the past
frw weeks, the astacks are reemerging,”
gadd o friend of the deceased,

The framers, both fathers of six, were
stopped by a mob comprised of largely
youngsters who foroed the drivers
fo hand over the vehicle, As minutes
went by, one of the attackers started to
drive the vehicle, acconting to multiple
sources.

The driver stopped near a pollee
station, 25 kem from Subuserea, By the
time, Fitsum was forced to hand over
his legally registered weapon by the
palice.

\

As they reached nedr the pollee station,
the mob started to attack them with
stone, kntfe and sticks.

The sad part & no one was able to save
them or 5%0p the attackers, the families
told The Reporter.

After the killing, the family of the
teoeased found thelr bodses at a health
statdon in the woreda,

The families of the two farmers are

planning to take their body to Tigray
und have the fumeral there, The
Heparter was told, However, they clatm
that they were foroed to bury the bodses
there instead.

"We were foreed to bury them there
tnstead of thetr birth place," satd one
member of the family.

“Yes, they were killed near a polioe
station,” Bekerl Tamesgen, head of
Justioe and Security Bureas of the
woreda, confirmed to e Keporter,

"By the time our members tried to
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stop the attackers, it wis beyond thelr
capacty,” he sasd. *We are not sure
about the motive behind the attack and
we are still investigating the case,” he
added.

S0 far, Belterd sadd, throe palice officers
were arrested in connecticn o the
attacks,

A3 to the burial arrangemenss, Bekert
admitted that the officlals of the woreda
favored a local burtal for the deceased
fearing amother incident during the
transportation of the bodies to Tigray.
However, he sald this happened In
agroement with the familes of the
victims and that it was not forced,

Friends and family members cialm the
killings were ethnieakly motivited,

And hence say: "We fear for our 1%
and we need a profection from the
povernment”, "We were borm and
radsed 1n Oroendn, We know less about
Tigray,” said the same sourves.
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