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APPENDIX B 

~~lERIA~ 0~ rURSIVE WRITING 

Letter-Families 

For purposes of economy and convenience, letters in the cursive alphabet are grouped by families according to common writing elements. The classification of lower-case cursive letters made by Huey (1965 :2 78-9) is thus observed. 
Assumptions 

After reviewing the English Curriculum (Grades 3-8), the following assumptions are established in preparing the materials. In general, children in grade five are expected : 
1. to have a fair store of English vocabulary, 2. to have mastered the manuscript forms , and 
3. to have developed enough coordination to make 

cursive writing. 
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APPENDIX ll.l 

THE GLOB AL METHOD 

LESSDN OND (Week-I) 

1. 'Aim / 

To teach chl.ldr(,n her .. to w,ite letters be2inntng with 

a low oveTswing: 

2. Prccedure 

a) The teacher pl'esents a pic ture to the class. . The 

name of the picture is writt.en twicG: one in manuscript and 

the other in curs he forms. Th," nilme beg ins with the 

letter to be taught. 

cat 

Ca.t 

b) The tt'8cner r~ads the word twic e while the class 

listens . 

c) Children repeat 

- whole cl.'l.SS 

- group, and 

.- individuals 

RIJ"EMBER: The teacher checks if the letter i5 correctly 

,ronounc ed. 

d) Oral Work: 

Teacher: Call words th!l cn,,:r HI the }.~l. ters . 
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REMEMBER : The posi tion of the letter can be initial , 

medial or final. 

Children : car, cow , cup. etc . 

e) Description 

The teacher writes such words on the board and de-

scribes the movements of the lett er : 

- starting point 

- direction, and 

- ending point 

Children write the words for two minutes . 

f) Comparison 

The teacher writes the letter in isolation on one 

side of the board and ~G\ other lett llr s in the group on 
- , 

the other side of the boa d and the following are discussed : 

- similarities 

- differences 

3. Practice 

Children: are copying the letter. 

Teacher : gives individua l guidance . 

4. Evaluation 

Childr en: 

- Compare their written works with the model. 

- Locate malformations. 

- Make self- corrections . 

Teacher: 

- Sup ervi ses and he l ps 



- 8tl . 

REMEMBER : Children are hel?ed 

- to perceive that theso lott ers are basically oval in 

f orm . 

- to clos e all but c on t he top. 

S. Homework 

Teacher : Writ e five words tha t contain the letter. 

The word can be the name of: 

1. a person 4 ) the day of the week 

2 . a pl ace 5) a month , etc. 

3 . an animal 

6. Activ-ity (Fourth period) 

Teacher : Write two c's and close them . 

Add n flick to the bottom of one c. 

Add a flick to the top of the second c. 

Question : What are the letters fo rmed ? 

Children : - a and 0 

Teacher : Add an ascender to the closed c . 

Question : Wha t is the lett er formed? 

childr en : d 

Teacher : Add a descender to the closed c. 

Question : What is the letter formed? 

Children : g or q without loops . 

Teacher : How do you loop the two letters? 

Children : g to the left and q to the right. 



U;SSON 1'1'10 

1. Al1ii: 

To teach chiJdren how to write 1 2t ters baginning with 

2 . Proc <ldlll'': ----._,--

a) The teacher shows the clgS5 B picture. The name of 

the picture is written twice: Olle in manuscript and th~ ether 

in cursive torms. The name begin~; l~itP. the letter to be 

taught. 

BXAHH£ .... _--_. 
/rr...,.ff}'l/#.J!'f 

?JzJ/nh-ey/ 

b) The teachel' read~ the ",!Jole ;"01"<1 twic\) while the 

elliSS listens. 

c) Children repeat 

whole cla3s . 

- is roup ~ un.d 

- bdividu:!.ls. 

ItEMEBER: The ten.cP ·~ r citacKs if t:l" letter is correctly 

pronounced. 

d) Oral Work: 

Teacher: C~1 11 words th·~t contain tne letter. 

REi.IEl-!BER: To.e posHioJl of the l.et,ter can ~)e initi .:1.1, 

ledial \)\" fin(ll. 



/ 
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Children : moon , man, mud , etc. 

e) Description 

The teacher writes such words on the board and describes 

the movements of the letter: 

- starting point, 

- direction , and 

- ending point . 

Children write the words for two minutes. 

f) Comparison 

The teacher writes the l e tter in isolation on one side 

of the board and the other letters in the family on the other 

side of the board and the following are discussed: 

- similarites 

- differences. 

3. Practice 

Children : are copying the letter. 

Teacher : gives individual help. 

4. Evalua tion 

Children: 

- Compare their written works with the model. 

- Locate malformations 

Make self- corrections 

Teacher: 

- Supervises and helps. 



/ 

-1 ) ~l Y'iv'e.l ' 

2. furnituT8 5' ) ') tv'iNn 

3) cer e!ll crop 

6. Activitv _. ____ _._.....L..-

Children: 
'j , 
J..} 0+:;:: ox 

2) d+o do 

::q z,"'ro"o , zoe-

, ) 
y) c " <l+n -C.an 

To t\~ilch children how to write letters beginning with 

a low underswing: 

, Pro<::edure 

1) Th 2 t 0R~her demDnst?3tes R picture to the class. 



b) The te.c~er reads Ehe wnrd tvicc wbile the class 

listen~. 

c) Children repeat 

- who!!; ciJ'l'!'s, 

- g'roup) and 

- in·lividunls. 

REMEBE1: The teac~er chects if the letter is correctly 

pronounced. 

d) Or'll 1~lork: 

!eacler: Call words that contain the lotteI'. 

REME;'.jBER: The position of the: l"Uer c:m be initia.l, 

medi~l "t fi nai. 

Chjldru~: pen, pu t . push, et~. 

e) Description 

The teacher writes such words on the bOlrd Bnd describes 

the movements of the letter: 

- st3rting point, 

- endi i;/1 ')('int 
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Children wri te the words for two minutes. 

f) Comparison 

The teacher writes the letter in isolation on one side 

of the board and the other letters in the group on the other 

side of the board and the foll owing are discussed: 

- similarities 

- differences. 

3) Practice 

Children : are copying the letter . 

Teacher : gives individual help . 

4 ) Evaluation 

Children: 

- Compare their written works with the model. 

- Locate malformations. 

- Make self-corrections. 

Teacher : 

- Supervises and helps. 

REMEMBER : Children are helps . 

-to perceive that these letters are basically sharp ­

top letters . 

5. Homework 

Teacher : Match each nam' with the liquid in the bottle. 

1. milk 4 . blood 

2. kerosene S. alcohol 

3. ink 



Gr01lp ··1 What IS i yIi thou~, th\.l dot? 

Group -0 2: It j " bad <.: 

Gr c- up -3 ~ \,\');1 t is t) ,:,ithou t. trie .t<IOP'1 

Croup .. ~ It ~ r- t: . . . ' ;J 

REME~lBEP.: Groups repent by cl13-"f5 :"!( a role. 

LESSON FOUR 

J. Aim 

To teach letters beginning wit~ 3 high unders~ing, 

usually for a loop: 

~ Jr --£,~ /~ L 

2. Prc,cedlll'e 

a) The teacher presents t h ~ cl ~ ss a picture. Its 

name is written in two i(')nns: m~nuscript and cursive. 

EX"A~jPLE 

bild 

Bid 

b) The teacher reads the word tWh:e while the class 

listens. 

c } Chlldren repe~t 

~. whole c.lass, 

- group,and 

REMER ER : The teacher checks if the letter is correct) 

·ronou(,ced. 



• 
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d.) Or,"l Wory: 

Teacher : Call wo r ds t ha t c0ntni n the letter. 

REMEHBER : The positi on of the l etter can be 

initial , ili edi ~ l or final . 

Childr~n : book , table , ball, etc . 

e) Description 

The teacher writes such words on the board and describes 

the movements of the letter : 

- starting point 

- direction, and 

- ending point. 

Children write the words for two minutes. 

f) Comparison 

The teacher writ es the letter in iso l ation on one side 

of the board and the other lett ers in the group on the other 

side of the board and the following are discussed : 

- similarites 

- differences. 

3. Practice 

Children : are copying the letter. 

Teacher : gives individual help. 

4. Eval uation 

Children : 

- Compare their own works with the model 

- Locate malformations. 

- Make self-corrections. 

Teacher : 

- Supervises and helps . 



l 

5 .. aQme~~~Y<K 
~-----'~-'-'~-'--

exercis ebook,. 

Hann: Good morning, 

Adem: Good mornin.g. 

Hana: Do you have a dictionary? 

Adem: Yes. ,,'e have . 

Halla: How much is it? 

Adem: Ten Birr, please> . 

Han.a: ~!ay I see . , 
" 1. . 

Adem: Of course, h<.'rp. YOll are . 

(Pol1rth pe:r i r-. ::1 J 

Group -1 Who. t. is " .~ open tll: the J,G ~. '! 

Group •. I. It is u or c ... j ~i thi.Jut t:1~ dnt. 

Group -- , d. Whut i ,~ .' {1 cper, ~i .. ~ t , . ... 
4~ >;. tt"p? 

Group -4: It l S u. 

REMEMBJ;f(: G·roupf. repefl t by cha r~g j r;g a rOle. 

LESSON FIVE 

1 . Aim 

To teach children the tail letters: 

2. Procedure - ._-....,.---...... 

Teacher: W~ere are the t,ils of the letters? 
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Children : Below the base line. 

Teacher : How do we loop the s e letters? 

Children : Except q, to the le ft . 

3. Practice 

Children: are copying the letters 

Teacher: gives individual guidance 

4. Evaluation 

Children : 

- Compare their written works with the model . 

~ Locate malformations . 

- make self-corrections . 

Teacher : Supervises and helps 

5 . Further Practic e 

Teacher : Name the parts o f a plant in the diagram. 

Children : root, stem, le~f, flower 

Teacher: Match the names of the crops with the 

pictures. 

Children : barley, wheat , ma ize, lentil, etc. 

Teacher : Match the names of colours with the 

pictures : 

Children: red , black , green, blue, orange, yellow 

brown. 

LESSON SIX (Week-6) 

1. Aim 

To match sentences with pictures. 

2. Procedure 

Children are presented with a list of pictures and 

sentences . 
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3. Practice 

Chil~ren ; arc doinz the ~x~rciso s such as: 

- The quick brown fox jumps 'Jv"r the lazy dog. 

Keb ede is thinner than Dababa. 

- The ox is eating grass. 

- Almaz has a blue sweater . 

- These ar i) three camels, and the like . 

4. Evaluation 

Children: 

- Using the Jiagnostic chart, childre? explore de­

ficiencies and make self-corrections. 

- Using the class goal-filing chart, children find 

samples that P.1atch with their own works. 

REMEMBER 

Increasing attention is given profitably to the intimate 

relationship between legibility and speed in every lesson. 



• 
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LESSON :)NL -_ .. _---_ .... --

1 ~ Aim j 

.. '';>W ovm'swing; 

2. :?rocedure 

a) Presentat.ion 

The letter is presented with its correct shape written 

b) Description 

- startin£ point, 

- directio~~ and 

- ending point. 

c) Compariscon 

Similaritios and differen~es of the letter in 
: ation to tll\'l other letters jrr the g-roup nre discusseci. 

3. Practic<) _._'--.-
scher: Wrjte the letter r~puatedly ~n one pAge. 
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Childran ' Prnctise the Iptter to ~ru~uce it exactly. 

i 
Provi1e~ cocTe~ti.)n5. 

El'lpho.!dz.:;s the corr",ct <;hape of the letter . 

.5. Further _Pr'!£!...ice. 

Te:lcller: \"rite the follot,ing WbrelS tell t'.mes each. 

cock ch~l k k icY. coca 

camel cow cut b.l3C}~ 

car cattle catch -:u1' 

LESSON nrD (l'ieek-Z) 

1. Ailll 

To t&3C~ letters bee1nninf with H hump: 

? • p·:toc ('(L.ll' 0 

a) Pl~e$Znta tion 

both in mhnuscrip t tlnd cUTsiv<.:. 

, 

b) De5cript~.on 

The teacher dpscribes the movements: 

"tax-tine point, 



i-, -, 

-' 

Similariti~s an~ differ0n~0s ,-f ~he le1~ tcr in relation 

4. )2valuat::'on ________ ~R 

Teacher : Pinpoints malformations. 

Gives corrections . 

Stresses th~ correct f0T~ c .ftbb letter. 

4 . Evaluft.tion 

Teacher: PinpGints malformations. 

Gives corrections. 

S. Further Practice .---..... - .... ~-----.--

miss men run ..... : , ~ '~ 
"..t . .!. ..L. 

jumv ;'[O!nGtt i:ueJt !tl{)US (; 

milk ' .. : a.!fi t" 1 !l l(H~ f2"y .11. r :util 

LESSON THRFF (1~ec: k·-3) 

1. Aim 

To teach letters hsrinning ~jth a low underswing: 

2 . ?rocedure -----
a) Presenta tiC';'l 



· . ';. , 
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in both m'illuscript unci cur:livo. 

b) DescriDU;)n 

Th~ t:~ache:r desc:db"s th", m'W,).'7IDnts; 

- J:i!:'cction, and 

- ~:nriing point. 

c) (;Offij:o:lT i son 

Silf5.larities and differenc(~5 of the letter in relation 

to tholther letters in the grou) are identified. 

z. Pl'actice 
--.-~ 

,eache~; !'irite the letter repeatedly ill one pa.ge. 

;hildren: Practise the lett~l' to form it exactly . 

i, ~ :Eval un ti 011 

'eacher: P inds deficiencies. 

Provides corrections. 

Emphasizes the correct form of the letter. 

5. Further Practice 

eacheT: 1I,'1jte~he following words ten titles each. 

put "pen pail u 'r· 

play p.lper pc·tato pill<.'w 

paint pen pencH pi~ct: 



a) Prcsentat~(),l 

The lettor is presented Kith its correct form written 

in both ~lanuscript a~d cur~ive. 

EXAMPLE 

The teacher descrihes the mOV;?;11ents: 

- direction, aud 

- ending point. 

c) Comparison 

SilnilarHies and differences of tht~ letter in rela.tion 

to the other l et.ters in the family are noted. 

Teacher : Wri te the lett .:;"!' repeatedly in one page. 

Children: Practise the let ter to shape it correctly. 

4. Bvaluation -_.-........ --_ ... -

Teacher; Loc~tos deficiencics~ 

Provides corTectiQns. 

Emphn~:izes the correct £0rm of the letter. 



• 1 (;0 .'. 

ba,l t· R ~ly ( (Tr;: b ;'JY 

big 0'.111 f r: :Sli <:1 imb 

ben:0!" bOOk buy bu lId 

1. Aim 

To te~ch the tail 1etters. ? .. ~ 1.?' 1'" 
Proceda-rc 

,,) Presentati.on 

The teacher describes: 

how the d~scenJers ar~ f?rned, and 

- 110" the 1.)w';;T loops ,:\1" .. closed. 

3. p·'OCtiC0 

Teacher: ~r it~ the letter, correctly. 

Children : t'r1\ctise thf' l etters to form them exactly. 

4. Evalua t ion 

Teachcr: Pinpoints errors. 

Gives c0rrectionS4 

~~phusizes form. 

c 
~ . Fuytlwr Prac tice 

Tcachel:; Write the follo\ving words ten ti.mes each. 

five red carrot squal'c 

eight brown banana. circle 

nin lO yellow ()ran.ge r ectangle 
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LESSON SIX (Week-6) 

1 1. Aim 

To help children to handwrite sentences. 

2 . Procedure 

a) Presentation 

List of isolated sentences are presented. 

3. Practice 

Teacher : Write the following sentenc es two times each. 

1- The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. 

2. We have a thin donkey. 

3. Alrnaz is ugly woman. 

4. The eggs are inside the basket . 

5. Girma is taller than Kebede. 
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APPEN[..;/X C "'OC;'- -7'~ '-T ,... _, t _ ;;:; 

A P ~, r::- " . , ! ',' r" I 
• L, ' 1,,; , ... . ' ... ' J. , PI'lCT -rce-

'V~ - 1~~1 ........ - .-..,." 

(CONTROL GROUP) 

D i R s_~ '\-1 .. 9 N. : 
r.' '1h I- .... '1, /:). "'1 / '! - 0 

-..j- i7U/I..,· ';M1 Uti; A-'-f"'V 1JVlIeifV ,l,£!.tJUf ". l-'lrflVl/.-.ed.£!V 

~ ffiztr /y;n~ ~. (17Ji V lJ;f"$- "Ir- ~ nf.t .. ~ 
fllrr1;ti? : ~ rLS'7~1f,.1 nl;l'1 n-fnmtldJt.<#Jf 'If, '1>1[:::) 

PAR, aNE U7~61 ))~~) 

I • ...i.t:u''v 4-. -Vt.j,R/ 

?-- . .. ea..1; 5, ~ 
l().~ 

3. /Yur,1j!./ 
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1----1 F----.--
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~.a/f?1' 
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AppenrliA D Frequenci o f Errors 

Table 17 

freq0cnc" of Errors for the Cont rol and. Study groups in letter formation 

.------.------------r-~ 
r- R" GlU lSNCY OF fOR 1<:01'1.5 

I~R~;:l ' IN 1& tAA 14< I fT I Cl<,A< If" IAr Vm,,!/l. I· ld I -"'''- ' ' .-- l I I I . I 

1 !s' -, ~--i1' 
! C· G,! : r..,\ I F-t!':+ . .!:;t<l I'~ \ ... I '" I \ ____ ,J... --t~ r 

I' - l TO TA r~.....dJ 12t:i+!2 ?L.4. 1,f,Z 21 li 1q II.., 1'% j' .... I'v ! I I '-t"" r---""-'I~- ! i ~ I 
j ,SEX f.M..~-
is. G. ! ---LE. .a...t 5 ' 4 t G I..... I~ ' t 3 I" 
1 ri01"A: ,;t\. 912.. hI? GS 610 

.. ~ .. ------"""" .. ,:~~ 

-t. I_I 
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~ 
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Table 18: Frequency of Errors for the C~ntlol Jnd Study 

groups in DeSCCJlder2, Sp~~iJlg, Ne~tncss, Looped 

Letters and A3.ii::nmelit 

."1''' • , .-.---".~,~, ., 

J , ", '"".~ -'I J ~ -; ... O\..! .-:~- :::: ~ ,·!C~,(~ , '" ~"~, '~J't; ... , . 1..1"" _ .,. 

~ --- .... __ . ...-, , .... _",--·'--.--1-'- I 
:;il ~t Ift,:''-
...;, ,~ TIt ~'irl~1 
Q " ./ t(,> m·-!.;/'t.l..1! 

, ~ ~': 'l:," ,- , '" , <;': , 
'" 'I '.,' r.- ~ I ~ ; \" I - '1 I"" I 'II It). l "': ! '" . \.', b t4\"' ~ I 
WI' ~ l...l ~. ..,. 

GROUp.!- ~ -~ . - -"'---1'-"'1 _., -_.. j , ~. 1\ 

I ! ,-. r .. Ci,t; .. j"'l I SE)( fIl._ f .... _ , __ L..J. ___ -'_"'_; 

I TOTAl. Z7? - 7

t
':lilJ 

~'----'-l-- 1"1 ! - ?1f1 ~r; z ud 
I . __ . . 

'S EX .3 1151 
S G· I F ' ~ .. -WLi~ 

T OTA l.. 2- I 0 .2 .. J~2.) 
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able 19: NUl1,l)eT cf l, ,:: te)'s written per minute by 

children of bot), groups 

" ----------'----ri --------.-'--------- ------., 
C "r":l)U rc: ON'(Ra~ (,nC __ STUD Y GRO UPS 

--'A---'---2-A----+---'-B----r---
Z
-

B
----: 

I r I 
~ I ~ I ~ t ~ ~ ; ~ < I.(j -". ,.. I < ""- ';(:' 

~ ~ ,~ ~ ~ 

~I ~ ~ j~1 ~ ~ 1: 
~ ~I t-: Cl c.: i ~ ~ Cl:: ~ ~ 0:: 

\.L' lu l::) I llu 0 lu 0 
~ ~ ~I~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ lu ~ ~ ~ W ~ ! 
~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ;:: ~ :;: I'r< 
~~-+-~~-~--~--1--r-~~-4_--~-+-~-~-
3
27

1 , /~ 4-5~1 Ii FF 136 10 4-1 F' 39 10 4-3 M 30 I~ 5
53

1 I,' i 
' , ... ~ 33 II 4-1 F 20 19 4-8 M ZZ 17 

ZQ!'3 50 F 39 10 4-7 F 37 /0 62 1'1 35 II 55 1 
Zq 13 54- f'1 31. J2. 50 F 38 10 63 1'1 za ,q Sq i -

3711055 F 33 JI 50 M;'7 14- 67 F 20 1'1 60 1~ 
Zg 13 55 11 37 10 5;:: F 31 IZ 68 I'! 25 15 62 ~ 
36 la 56,' M 36 10 53 M ' 30 J;;l. 68 1'1 35 /I 6.5 ii 
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