


















































































































































































































































































































































THE HEADLINES

DATE

He PUBLISHED
34 | We did bend, didn't we? 5-8-98
35 | One year later, Diana's life and death remembered 3-9-98
36 | 'Thank you, EELPA' 3-9-98
37 | 'Titanic' Earns $60 Min N. America B 3-11-98
38 | Sudan: Relief plane may have spied prior to U.S. strike 3-11-98
39 | EU announces new strategy for Addis-Modjo-Awassa road 30-12-98
40 | Sex, lies and impeachment 30-12-98
41 | With Husein laid to rest, Abdullah begins new era 10-2-99
42 | EU urges peace between Ethiopia and Eritrea -Japan to send envoy 10-2-99
43 | OAU "welcomes" Eritrea's acceptance-Salim says framework is still sound 3-3-99
44 | Issyas appeals to UN-wants "expedited demarcation’ 3-3-99
45 | Open letter to CATHY JENKINS and ALEX LAST 3-3-99
46 | Uganda rebel official resigns 7-4-99
47 | EHERCO denounces 1998 students' placement 5-5-99
48 | Bargaining over the non-bargainable 2-6-99
49 | "Sport is poverty"—Haile Gebressilassie 2-6-99
50 | "Feeding on cattle is a solution” — DPPC 7-7-99
~ 51 | BGI knock out cup 5-7-99
52 | 'No benefit in knowing baby's sex’ ) 6-10-99
53 | US seeks money - laundering suspects 3-11-99
54 | Ethiopia's TB cases highest in Africa 8-11-99
55 | EAL resumes Khartoum Flight 8-11-99
56 | Ethio-Eritrea war, a conflict 'within a family': Peres 1-12-99
57 | Advocating the death of "death” penalty 1-12-99
58 | CARE official killed in Somali 5-1-2000
59 | Aftermath of Nigerian's Costly Violence 1-3-2000
60 | Euro Flounders, Euro Bourses Nose Iligher 1-3-2000
61 | Government accused of transferring damaged goods as assets 5-4-2000
62 | Sudan: Relief plane may have spied prior to U.S. strike 3-11-98
63 1 0il induced inflation expected: Economist 7-6-2000
64 | Libraries: Victims of Selfishness 7-6-2000
65 | Development Assistance target still not honored 5-7-2000
66 | Think Twice, Reporter 2-8-2000
67 | TLC pop star 'missing’ in U3 13-11-2000 |
68 | UNMEE's yellow card to Ethiopia and Eritrea . . . 6G-12-2000
69 | The Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) . .. 7-3-2001




APPENDIX 7: Framework for Analysing Linguistic Features of
Headlines
It is stated in Frecborn (1995) that the system of English grammar, which
provides a means of encoding thoughts and ideas into speech and writing, can
be described in terms of a rank scale, from the largest to the smaller unit:
sentence, clause, phrase, word and morpheme. For the sake of convenience, the
procedure recommended is not, however, fully attended here. Instead, the
discussion on sentences is incorporated under the other grammar units of the
rank scale, i.e. phrases and clauses. Morcover, no discussion is made at the

level of morpheme, as it is not required.
I. Word - classes

Words can be grouped into two sets: lexical words and function words. Lexical
words (nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs) are our means of referring to the
participants in the actions we observe in the world. The four word - classes
name people and things, both concrete and abstract (nouns), identify actional,
mental and relational processes (verbs) or describe attributes (adjectives and

adverbs). Hence, lexical words refer to meanings.

A. Lexical Words: Verbs

The lexical words which have direct relevance to the linguistic framework under
discussion are verbs. They are popularly referred to as 'doing' words, a
semantic term which is a rough guide to the general meaning. They represent
the process in meaning, and function as the grammatical predicator in clauses.
Verbs under lexical words can be classified into finite and non-finite.
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1. Finite (tensed) verbs

There are only two tenses in English that are marked by the form of the verb-
simple past and simple present. In other words, the present and past tense
forms of verbs in English are the only tensed forms. The traditional term is
finite (meaning 'limited’, 'not infinite’). Present and past, when used as
grammatical terms for tense, do not always refer to present and past. time.
Normally, however we use the past tense to refer to past time, but we do not
use the present tense in such a direct 'one-to-one' way. Present tense can iqilsg
to present time, but much less often than its reference to actions that are
habitual, like: [ catch the bus every morning at eight o’clock. Present tense
can also be used to refer to the future, as in 'when I catch the bus tomorrow

morning'. Because of this some grammarians prefer to call it the non-past

tense.
2. Non-Finite (nontensed) verbs

These are verbs that are neither present nor past tense: (a) to pay, (b) invade,

(c) watching and (d) learned, broken.

In (a) the particle to precedes the base form of each verb to form an infinitive
phrase. This form is called the to - infinitive. The verb under (b) is an example
of the infinitive without to, called the bare infinitive. Compare:

I saw them come. [ wanted them (o come.

She let it go. She allowed it to go.

In the sentences given the use of 'to’ depends upon the preceding verbs wanted

and allowed.
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The verb under (¢) has the sulfix -ing. This is onec of the two forms of the verb
called participles-the-ing participle-and is quite regular in its form. It is
traditionally called the present participle, though this is a misleading term
because the -ing participle is not 'tensed’, that is, the word present in the term
present participle does not refer to the grammatical category tense, but to present
time. Example (d) contains verbs which have the suffix -en or-ed, traditionally
called the past participle. The word past in past participle, like present in
present participle, does not mark grammatical tense, but refers to time.

The infinitives and the participles are called nonfinite forms in contrast to the
finite present and past tense forms. In terms of meaning, the infinitive tends to
refer to something about to happen (future time), the -ing participle to
something currently going on (present time), and the -en /-ed participle to
something that has happened (past time). These references to time are in

relation to the time of the utterance.

B. Function Words

Function words belonging to the other word -classes do not lack meaning
entirely, but their primary purpose is grammatical, that is, to refer to, link, or
mark other words, phrases and clauses within sentences. The function
(grammatical) words in English are therefore prepositions, pronouns,
conjunctions, to which we add certain pronouns and adverbs according to their
use as determiners, modal auxiliary verbs and the three common verbs be,
have, do when they are used as auxiliaries in a VP: (verb phrase) primary

auxiliary verbs. Hence, function words relate lexical words.
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C. Omissions of Words

In writing newspaper headlines, there is a tendency to give much emphasis to
the use of lexical words, words which refer to meanings. Consequently, most
function words are deleted. Such syntactic devices also operate at both phrase

and clause levels of the rank scale.

1. Omission of the Verb Be

The verb 'be' is usually deleted from headlines when it functions as an auxiliary

verb as well as when it is the single main verb. (& is used to show omission)

(a) FOUR @ SAVED

(b) SURVEYOR ¢ GIVING UP POST

(c) NEIGHBOURS ¢ CHASING TOP DOG TITLES

(d) COUNCILERS ¢ TO LET IN FRESH AIR

(e) WOMAN g TO QUIT
Headline (a) is in the passive voice, in which be is followed by the -ed participle
of the main verb saved. In (b) and (c) be followed by -ing participles giving and
chasing represents progressive aspect. In (d) and (e) be is part of the
construction to be followed by the infinitive of the main verb, and refers to
future events, like be going to and be about to. It is then part of a construction

called a semi-auxiliary verb.
2. Omission of Determiners and Prepositions

Many function words - determiners such as the and prepositions such as i,

on, etc - are also omitted from headlines.
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CHARLES BOMB SCARE
TV ASSAULT CASE REMAND

& 100,000 ART THEFT

The omission of the function words from the above set of headlines could be

revealed by expanding the headlines into clauses something like,

(There has been a) scare (over a) bomb (intended for Prince) Charles
(There has been a) remand (in a) case (of) assault (on) TV

(There has been a) theft (of) art (worth) & 100,000

The headline CHARLES BOMB SCARE has two modifiers (CHARLES and
BOMB). Because of this there is an ambiguous use of words. It is the omission
of the function words that causecs the ambiguity. In the example given it is not

clear whether Charles first modifies bomb, and then Charles bomb modifies

scare, as in the following diagram:

‘ Charles bomb “ Beare

or whether bomb first modifies scare

Cisiles L bomb scare T

The order of lexical words in the expanded cases is reversed in the compressed

NPs of the headlines, when they become pre-modifiers of a noun:
Scare (over a) bomb (intended for Prince) Charles = Charles bomb scare
Remand (in a) case (of) assault (on) TV =TV assault case remand

Theft (of) art (worth) 2 100,000 = art theft
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It is stated in Freeborn (1995) that the rules of English grammar allow us to

pre-modify noun with adjectives and nouns.

II. Phrases

Phrases are one of the units that constitute a rank scale which could be used
for describing the system of English grammar. Phrases are roughly classified
into six parts. Among these are noun and prepositional phrases, which could

help to partially describe the grammar system within newspaper headlines.
A. Noun Phrases and Prepositional Phrases

Newspaper headlines generally consist either of short clauses that contain a
predicator, or of phrases which are NPs. The principal functions of NPs are as
subject, object or intensive complement in clause structure, or as complement
in prepositional phrase structure. Because of this, most English texts,

including newspaper headlines, contain lots of NPs.

A summary of phrases such as the following is therefore needed to find out the

grammar system that is believed to operate in newspaper headlines.

1. NP function

Noun phrases (NPs) regularly function in clause structure as subject (S), object
(O) intensive complement (Ci) and sometimes as adverbial (A) and prepositional

phrase structure as complement — PrepP= (P+NP).
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2. NP form

A NP has a noun head word (h), and may be pre - modified by a determiner (d)
or a possessive phrase (PossP) functioning as determiner, a numeral (numj, an

adjective (adj.) or adjective phrase (Adj. P), and a noun (n) or noun phrase (NP).

NPs are post-modified by qualifiers (Q) which are most often PrepPs

(prepositional phrases), Nonfcles (nonfinite clauses) or Relcles (relative clauses).

3. PrepP function

PrepPs function as adverbial (Ca or A) in clause structure, and as qualifiers (Q),

post -modifying the head noun in NP structure.

4. PrepP form

A PrepP has a preposition head and NP complement. Because PrePs can post -
modify NPs, the structures containing them may have a series of embedded
PrePs or NPs. This is known as a recursive structure, as the same constituents

recur, one within the other. NPs and PrepPs can be very complex.

5. Pronouns

Since the function of pronouns is to substitute for nouns and NPs, it follows
that pronouns mainly occur as head of a NP wherever an NP with a noun head
can. Pronouns can, however, only be pre - or post - modified in very limited

ways.



B. Verb Phrases

Another group of phrase structure that constitute a rank scale with which the
system of grammar in newspaper headlines could be described are verb phrases
(VPs). This is mainly because headlines with a predicator (P) are commonly
found. The function of a predicator is therefore performed by a VP. The VP is
the 'head' of the clause, even though there are usually more NPs, because they
can potentially function in clauses as cither subject, object, intensive

complement or adverbial.

The important difference between finite and nonfinite verbs is applied equally to
verb phrases functioning in a clause, so that we speak of finite and nonfinite

clauses. Finite verbs are marked for tense.
1. Tense in Main Verbs

The idea that there are only two tenses in English seems puzzling, because it is
quite clear that we can refer to past, present and future time, and that therefore
there should be at least three tenses to do this. But if we limit the strict use of
tense to a grammatical, marked form of a verb, you will see that in English
there is no future tense form, because we cannot refer to the future by simply
inflecting a verb, that is, by adding a suffix or changing its vowel. We have to

use additional auxiliary verbs like shall.

In practice, the word tense is used in a more general way, and there is some
inconsistency or reference to tense (a grammatical category) and time (a

semantic category).



The following are newspaper headlines with main verbs, and are therefore short

clauses or 'truncated sentences' (Freeborn, 1995).

S P
BISHOPS TAKE FISH OFF MENU FOR PENSANCE
TEACHERS PASS COMPUTER TEST
POUND FALLS

The predicators take, pass and falls are all lexical or main verbs in the present
tense. Most news is about what has happened in the past, but because it is the
immediate past, it is thought of as currently going on. So the present tense is
almost always used in the headlines of newspapers. This is not an inflexible

convention, however, and the past tense can be found:

LIGHTNING KILLED MARINE
The terms simple past tense and simple present tense are used to refer to those
finite verbs. VPs which consist of a single main verb itself is marked for present
or past tense. In finite VPs with more than one verb, it is the first verb which
carries present or past tense. Auxiliary, or 'helping' verbs, always come before

the main verb, so it is the first auxiliary verb that is marked for tense.
2. Predicators in Phase in VP Structure

In a sentence like she tried to gain support for the demo, both tried and gain are
separate lexical verbs functioning as predicators. It is often stated that this is
an area of English grammar in which there are several competing analysis
among contemporary linguists. Some describe to gain, together with the rest of

the clause, as a complement of tired. In Freeborn (1995) the first method of
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analysis, which seems to be the straightest forward, has been chosen, and
these VP structures are called predicators in phase. The word phase is used in
the sense of a series -two or more lexical verbs following each other, sometimes
linked by the word to, when the second verb is an infinitive -she wanted to
come- or else without a linking word, when the second verb is an -ing participle-
The baby started crying. This allows one to analyze a clause as having two or

more predicators, but only when they are in this special phase relationship.

1. He didn't like helping- the main verb like is followed by the -ing participle
helping.

2. They tried to jump is an example of a very common form of predicators in
phase, verb 1+ to + verb 2.

3. Mole and Rat made Toad help is also a common construction, verbl+ NP+
Verb 2, in which the NP functions as the object of the first verb, and the

subject of the second.

3. Voice

As it has been pointed out in Section 3.5.1.3, one function of be as an auxiliary
occurs when it is followed by the -en/-ed participle of another verb to mark the
passive voice. The passive form of a VP is related to its active form. The active
voice is thought of as more basic, and is unmarked. The marked passive form is

said to derive [rom the active by means of transformation.

The form of the passive construction, be + -en/- ed participle, is similar to that
of be + adjective, for example, I was happy in which the verb was links the

subject I to the intensive complement happy. If the complement is an adjective
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which is, or looks like, the -en/-ed participle of a verb, then the difference
between a passive and be + adjective construction may be fuzzy. For example, [

was pleased may simply be equivalent to saying I was happy, but could be the
passive form of something pleased me. Freeborn (1995 mentions that such a

situation could be taken to illustrate how grammatical categories overlap.

4. Finite and Nonfinite VPs

The infinitive and the two participles of verbs have already been described as
nonfinite, that is, they are not marked for present or past tense. A VP marked

for present or past tense is therefore a finite VP.

If a VP contains non-finite operator-verb or main, but only nonfinite verbs, then
it is called a nonfinite VP. Therefore, finite VPs function as predicators in finite

clauses, and nonfinite VPs in nonfinite clauses.

1II. Clauses

One of the units in the rank scale for studying headlines are clauses. They are
defined in Freeborn (1995) as the grammatical structures which language
provides for encoding a person's experience of the world and communicating
this experience to other people. In short, they are the linguistic 'frame’ through

which an underlying proposition could be expressed.

A. Mood

Among the grammatical categories that would enable to study newspaper

headlines at the level of clauses is mood. In grammar, mood expresses the
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function or purpose of an utterance, that is, what usc we are making of speech

or writing in relation to the person we are addressing.
1. Declarative Mood

A clause like the following that makes a statement (declaring something) is said

to be in the declarative mood.:

S P O
TEACHERS PASS COMPUTER TEST
Mood is recognized by the order of the subject and the predicator in the clause.
A clause in declarative mood has its subject first, and predicator following, SP.

If a sentence is complex and contains subordinate clauses, its mood is

determined by the main clause.

2. Interrogative mood

The main function of interrogative mood is to question, to seek information. In
yes/no interrogatives, the subject does not come first, but follows the operator-
verb.
OP-V S P A
Did the old man sit by the road?
In wh-interrogatives the wh-word comes first.
wh-s P A

Who sat by the road?

The only time a wh-word does not come first in its clause is when it is part of a

Prepp which forms a wh-phrase, when the preposition precedes the wh-word.
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In which town do you live?

Although the interrogatives are principal grammatical means of asking

questions, it is not essential to use the interrogative form.

A S P O Voc

Surely you remember that, comrades?

The above clause is in declarative mood (SP order), but is a question. In writing,

this is shown by the question mark, and in speech by distinctive intonation.

3. Imperative mood

Giving orders or making requests may be expressed in the imperative mood, in

which the subject you is usually omitted, and predicator comes first:
P A

Sit by the road!

The order can be made less peremptory in various ways, still using the

imperative mood, for example:

Do sit by the road, old man

If it is, however, expressed as a request rather than an order, then the

interrogative mood may be used:
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OP-V S P A

Would you sit by the road, please?
Sometimes the person addressed is named. This is referred to as the vocative
(Voc).

P Voc

Fix your eyes on that, students!

In conclusion, it should be remembered that the terms declarative, interrogative
and imperative refer to the grammatical category called mood, and are marked
in the structure of a clause and the order of S and P, not in the function of the
clause in communication. Questions can be asked without using interrogative

mood, and directives can be given without using the imperative mood.

B. Kernel Clauses

The word Kernel is used as a metaphor to suggest something that is central or

basic, and the structure of other types of clause can then be described in terms

of their differences from Kernel clauses.

The structure of a kernel clause is represented, as SP(C) (A)- the subject S and
the predicator P are grammatically essential. The addition of complement(s) (C)

and adverbial (s) (A) depends upon the kind of verb in the predicator and the

meaning expressed.

A kernel clause is
(a) finite,
(b) declarative,

119



(c) in the active voice,

(d) with phrases as constituents,

(e) without any recursive or embedded structures, and

(f) consisting of a subject and a predicator, with possibly one or more
complements (depending upon the meaning, and the type of verb), and

one or more adverbials (optional to the grammar), in the order SP {C}) (A].
1. Complements in Kernel Clauses

It is often indicated that in linguistics the term complement has a much wider
general meaning than in traditional grammar, and is used not only of the
complements of the VP predicator, but for the NP complement of a preposition
in a Prepp and sometimes for the post modifiers of NPs. the following sections

try to present these different uses of the complement.

i. Complements (1)- object (0)
These are kinds of complements that follow the predicator VP, and called

grammatical objects. One cannot normally omit them without making the

clause ungrammatical or changing the meaning;

The tailor found little work
« The tailor found (ungrammatical)
He stood his yardstick in the corner.

+ He stood in the corner (grammatical, but different meaning]

The sequence subject-predicator-object (SPO) does not always maintain the
semantic (meaning) relationship of actor-action-affected. For example:
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(i) They took the dog to the vet.
(i)  They took a walk into the country.

The dog in (i) is grammatical object of took, and also the affected thing in
relation to they, the actors. But in (i), it is difficult to argue that a walk is an

affected thing, though it is quite clearly the grammatical object of tool.
ii. Complements (2)- intensive

The head phrase of a given clausc is its predicator, that is, VP. This is to say
that despite the absence of definable process, a clause must have a VP filling

the predicator slot. The commonest verb of this kind is 'be'.

As a main verb in a clause 'be' acts as a link between the subject and
something one wants to say about the subject, e.g. Mole was happy. The verb
be may also poirit to a definition or a description, as in The day is wonderful, or
This is a wonderful day. Verbs like seem and become also function like be as
relational or link verbs, linking the subject of a clause and its complement (C).

This kind of complement which refers back to the subject is called an intensive

complement (Ci).

iii. Complements (3)- adverbial (Ca)

Many adverbials that represent the circumstances of time, place and manner in
which something happens are often additional information which can be left
out without affecting the grammaticality of a clause. However, it is often pointed

out that certain adverbials appear to be essential to the grammar of the clause.



There is a need to distinguish between two kinds of adverbial, one that is
closely related to the predicator like the grammatical complements (Ci) and (O),
and which can be labeled adverbial complement (Ca), and another that is more
loosely attached, and not a complement, called a peripheral adverbial (A). (The
adjective peripheral is derived from the noun periphery, and means on the
outside of, or marginal.) A peripheral adverbial is not grammatically dependent

upon the predicator, but more loosely related and generally moveable.

An adverbial following the verb be with no other complements in the clause

must be a complement:

S P Ca

The man was in the house.

The reason for this is the clause *The man was is grammatically incomplete.

Finally, despite the discussions so far it should be remembered that the
distinction between an adverbial complement (Ca) and peripheral adverbial (A)
is not always clear. It is pointed out in Freeborn (1995) that this shows
grammatical categories are sometimes difficult to distinguish clearly, and it can

be interesting to discuss alternatives.
C. Nonkernel Clauses

Clauses that either contain complex phrases as constituent or differ from
kernel clauses in one or more of their basic features are normally called

nonkernel clauses. In short, nonkernel clauses are:
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(a) non-finite, and/or
(b) interrogative or imperative and/or
(c) in the passive voice, and/or

(d) not in SP(C) (A) order

The statements made indicate that the nonkernel clauses could be derived from

kernel clauses. In Freeborn (1995) clauses derived from basic kernel clauses

are termed as derivations or transformations.
D. Embedding and Nonkernel clauses

Embedding, a kind of syntactic device which nonkernel clauses are
characterized by, involves the fixing of one structure within another
grammatical structure. The structure embedded and the one that embeds

together determine the overall nature of the embedding that taikes place.

1. Phrases embedded in NP and Prep® structure

The embedding of one NP or Prepp in another, making the embedded phrase
subordinate to the other, is described as a recursive process, because it can

recur in a series, as in the following NP headline:

DENIAL OF RUMOR OF REJECTION OF REAGAN'S
COMPROMISE PROPOSAL FOR AIR TO NICARAGUAN
REBELS

This is a complex NP. Its head word denial is post-modified by the following
Prepr . The relationship of the Preprs to the headword is one of subordination.

Each one is embedded in the other.



NPs may also have complex pre-modifiers, as in the following clauses headline:
S P 0

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION GROUP HAILS HISTORIC AND DEVASTATING DEFEAT

The headword group of the NP subject Freedom of information group, is pre-

modified by the NP freedom of information.
2. Nonfinite clauses embedded in NP and PrepP structure

Nonfinite clauses can function as post-modifiers of NPs and P repp, just like
other NPs and Prepps. All three kinds of nonfinite verb can be used-infinitive, -
ing (present) participle and -en/-ed (past) participle. Such clauses are

embedded within the structure of a phrase.
3. Restrictive relative clauses

Clauses embedded as post-modifiers in NPs are called relative clauses. They

could occur in the following forms:

(a) Subject: This is the finest cart that was ever built.

(b) Object: Toad talked big about all that he was going to do in the days to
come.

(c) Prep? complement: The day on which I go on holiday is my birthday.

(d) Relative adverbial: The nearest town where we can get help from is five
miles away.

4. Non-restrictive relative clauses

A clause with the same structure as a restrictive relative clause may also
function in a looser kind of dependent relationship, in which it is not a
constituent of the NP, but of the sentence in which it occurs, adding further

information.
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