
































































































































































































































APPENDIX 6: Headlines Used for Analysing Nonlinguistic Features 

No THE HEADLINES DATE 
PUBLISHED 

1 Sudan , libya provoke "Civil strife" -Somali Warlord I 1-9 -96 

2 U.N. conducts Zaire refugee cen SLIs I 1-9-96 

3 No difference with Tefera': Meles 2- JO-96 

4 Spotlight on Uganda n - Sudanese relations 6- 11 -96 

5 !ANTI - CORRU IYrlON MEASURE 1- J -97 

6 credit ratings from Sub-Sahara Africa 1- 1-97 

7 fh e si lence of 'The lion': the end of the dynasty too 5-2-97 

8 Eritrea expels UNHCR 7 -5-97 
9 Director-Genera l ca lls for the estab lishment of universal ground ru les 6-5-97 

10 'Cri sis" better than "Stability" 6-8 -97 

II I'h e most fea red exam - ESLCE 22-4 -97 

12 Su spec ts of bomb attack arrested 10-9-97 

13 f DUP appeals to Federation Counc il 10-9 -97 

14 ftllD S kill s 400,000 Ugandans 1- 10-97 

15 Uackson Stresses Need For Free and Fair Elections In Kenya 10- 12-97 

16 Re-vi sua lizing qu ality 6- 1-98 

17 language- Literature association to be formed 6: J -98 

J8 UN 'outrage' at Angola 6 - 1-98 

19 Quiet contacts underway between Sudan , U.S. 6- J -98 

20 Denies Involvement in Islamic Group 4-2-98 

2 1 TO HEAR ADDITIONAL TESTIMONIES AGAINST TAMf<AT, 4 -2 -98 
ftlCCOMPLICES 

22 Playing it COOL 4 -2-98 
23 rhe internet in Ethiopia: "Info-Controls Harm Econom ic Deve lopment" 4-2-98 

24 Jomo Sono May Stay On As Bafana Ba fana Coach 11-3-98 

25 Somalia: Red Cross/ Red Crescents Staff Kidnapped in Mogad ishu 22-4-98 

26 !A New Vision for Africa: The Promotion of Higher Education 224-98 

27 puarantee: The Analogu e of Luxury 6-5-98 

28 Eagles, Flying High 6-5-98 

29 PRESIDENT NAGASO, MR. ANNAN INAUGURATE UN CONI'ERENCE 6-5-98 

30 Kenyans lack clean water- r eport 3-6-98 

3 1 ['HE NOSTALGIA FOR "GREATOR SERBIA" - M ILOSOVICH'S 4 -6 -98 
DISASTROUS ADVENTURE 

32 stability emascula ted: refu gees ex pec ted 1-7 -98 

33 'Health, unattainable" 5 -8-98 
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No THE HEADLINES 
DATE 

PUBLISHED 
34 We did bend, didn ' t we? 5-8-98 
35 One year later, Diana's life and death remembered 3-9-98 
36 'Thank you, EELPA' 3-9 -98 
37 'Titanic' Earns $60 Min N. America 3-1 1-98 
38 S udan: Relief pl a ne may have spied prior to U.S. strike 3- 11 -98 
39 EU a nnounces new strategy for Add is -Modio-Awassa road 30-12 -98 
40 Sex, lies and impeachment 30- 12-98 
41 With Husein la id to rest, Abdullah begins new era 10-2-99 
42 EU urges peace between Ethiopia and Eritrea -Japan to send e nvo~ 10-2 -99 
43 OAU "welcomes" Eritrea's acceptance-Salim says framework is sti ll sound 3-3-99 
44 I ss~as aIJIJeals to UN -wan ts "exIJedited de marca tion" 3-3-99 
45 Open leUer to CATHY JENK INS and ALEX LAST 3-3-99 
46 Uga nd a rebe l offici a l res igns 7-4-99 
47 EHERCO denounces 1998 studen ts ' IJlacement 5-5-99 
48 Bargaining over the non-bargainable 2-6-99 
49 "Sport is pove rty"-Ha ile Gebressilassie 2-6 -99 
50 "Peeding on ca tLie is a solution" - DPPC 7 -7-99 
5 1 BG I knock out cu p 5-7 -99 -
52 'No benefit in knowing baby's sex' 6-10-99 -
53 US seeks mon ey - launde ring s uspec ts 3- 11 -99 
54 Ethiopia's TB cases highest in Africa 8 - 11 -99 
55 EAL resumes Khartollm Pl ight 8-11-99 
56 Ethio-Eritrea war, a connict 'within a famil y' : Peres 1- 12-99 
57 Advocating the death of "death" penalty 1- 12-99 
58 CARE offi cia l killed in Somali 5- 1-2000 
59 Aftermath of Nigeria n's Costly Violence 1-3-2000 
60 Euro Flounders, Euro Bourses Nose Hi gher 1-3-2000 
6 1 Government accused of tra nsferring damaged good s as assets 5-4-2000 
62 Suda n: Relief plane may have spied prior to U.S. strike 3- 11 -98 
63 Oil induced innation expected: Economist 7 -6 -2000 
64 Libra ries: Victims of Selfishness 7 -6 -2000 
65 Development Ass istance target still not honored 5-7-2000 

66 Think Tw ice, I<eporter 2-8-2000 

67 'J'LC pop star 'miss ing' in US 13- 11-2000 

68 UNM I, E's yellow carJ ta Ethiopia and Eritrea. 6 - 12-2000 

69 The Tempol'a ry Security Zo ne (TSZI .. 7 -3-200 I 
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APPENDIX 7: Framework for Analysing Linguistic Features of 

Headlines 

It is stated in Freeborn (1 995) that the system of English gra mm ar, which 

provides a means of encoding thoughts and ideas into speech and writing, can 

be described in terms of a rank scale, from the largest to the smaller unit: 

sentence, clause , phrase, word and morpheme. For the sake of co nvenience, the 

procedure recommended is not, however, fully attended here. In stead, the 

di scuss ion on sentences is incorporated under the other gra mma r units of th e 

rank scale, i.e . phrases and clauses. Moreover, no discuss ion is made at the 

level of morpheme, as it is not required. 

I. Word - classes 

Word s can be grouped into two sets : lexical words and fun ction words. Lexical 

words (noun s, verbs, adjectives and adverbs) a re our means of referring to the 

partic ipants in the actions we observe in the world. The four word - classes 

na me people and things, both concrete and abstract (nouns) , identify actional, 

mental and relational processes (verbs) or describe attributes (adjectives and 

adve rbs ). I-ience, lexical words refer to meanings. 

A. Lexical Words: Verbs 

The lexical words which have direct relevance to the linguistic framework under 

di scussion are verbs. They are popularly referred to as 'doing' words, a 

semantic term which is a rough gu ide to the general meaning. They represent 

the process in mea ning, and function as the grammatical predicator in clauses. 

Verbs under lexical words can be classified into finite and non -finite. 
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1. Finite (tensed) verbs 

There a re only two tenses in Englis h that a re ma rked by th e [arm o[ the ve rb­

s imple past and simple present. In other word s , the present a nd past tense 

[a rms o[ verbs in Engl ish are the only ten sed [arms. The traditional term is 

finite (meaning 'limited', 'not infin ite '). Present a nd past, when u sed as 

grammatical term s for tense, do not a lways refer to present and past time. 

Norma lly, however we u se the past tense to refe r to pas t tim e, bu t we do not 

u se th e present tense in su ch a direc t 'one-to-one' way. Present tense can refe r 

to present time, but much less ofte n than its reference to ac tion s that a re 

ha bitua l, like: I catch the bus every morning a t eight o'clock. Present tense 

can a lso be used to refer to th e future, as in 'when I catch the bus tomorrow 

morning'. Because o[ this so me gramma rian s prefer to call it the non-past 

tense. 

2. Non-Finite (nontensed) verbs 

These a re verbs th a t are neithe r present nor pas t ten se : (a) to pay, (b) invade, 

(c) watching and (d) learned, broken . 

In (a ) the pa rticle to precedes the base form of each verb to form an infiniti ve 

phrase. This form is called the to - infinitive. The verb under (b) is a n exa mple 

of th e infinitive withoul to , call C:!d th e bare inf initive. Compa re: 

! saw th em come. I wanted them to come. 

S he le t it go. She a llowed it to go. 

In th e senten ces give n the u se of 'to' depends u pon the preced ing verbs wanted 

a nd allowed. 
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Thc vc rb unde r (c) has th e suffix - in g. Thi s is onc o f the two fo rm s of the ve rb 

called partic iples- the- ing pa rtic iple-and is quite rcgula r in its form. It is 

trad itiona lly ca lled th e present participle, though thi s is a mi s leading te rm 

becau se the - ing_pa rtic iple is n ot 'tensed ', tha t is, the word present in the term 

present participle does not re fer to the gra mmatical catego ry tense, but to presen t 

time. Example (d) conta in s verbs wh ich have th e s uffix -en or-ed , trad itionally 

called th e pas t pa rti ciple. The word pas t in pas t pa rtic iple, like present III 

present partic iple, does not m ark grammatical ten se, bu t refers to time. 

Th c infinitives and the participles are called nonfinite form s in co ntras t to th e 

finite present and past ten se form s. In term s of mean ing, the in fin itive tends to 

re fer to somethin g a bout to happen (future time) , th e - zng pa rticiple to 

something currently gOll1g on (present time), and thc - en / -ed participle to 

something th a t has h a ppened (pas t time). These re ferences to time are 111 

re lat ion to th e time of the utte ra nce . 

B. Function Words 

Func tion words belonging to the other word -cla sses do not lack meanlJlg 

entirely , but their prima ry purpose is gra mmatical, th a t is, to refer to, link, or 

ma rk other words, phrases a nd cla uses within sentences . The [un c tion 

(gra mma tical) word s 111 Englis h a re therefore prepos itions , pronouns , 

conjunc tions , to which we add certa in pronouns a nd a dverbs according to their 

u se as determ iners, m odal a uxil ia ry verbs a nd the three common verbs be, 

have, do wh e n they a re u sed as auxiliarics in a VP: (verb ph rase) prima ry 

auxilia l-y verbs . He nce, fun c ti on word s relate lexical words . 
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C. Omissions of Words 

In writin g newspa per headlines, thcre is a tendcncy Lo give much emphasis Lo 

the use of lexical word s, words wh ich re fer to meanings . Consequently, most 

fun ction words are dele ted. S uch syntac tic dcvices also operate a t both phrase 

a nd clause levels of the ra nk scale . 

1. Omission of the Verb Be 

Th e verb 'be ' is u sually dele ted from headlines when it fun ctions as a n auxilia ry 

verb as we ll as when it is the s in gle main verb. (0 is u sed Lo show omission) 

(a) FOUR f1J SAVED 

(b) SURVEYOR I1i GIVING UP POST 

(e) NEIGHBOURS I1i CHASING TOP DOG TITLES 

(d) COUNCILERS I1i TO LET IN FRESH AIR 

(e) WOMAN I1i TO QUIT 

Headlin e (a ) is in the passive voice, in which be is followed by the -ed partic iple 

of th e main verb saved. In (b) a nd (c) be foll owed by -ing participles giving and 

chasing represents progressive a s pect. In (d ) a nd (e) be is pa rt of the 

construction to be followed by the infini tive of the main verb, a nd refers to 

future even ts, like be going to a nd be about to. It is th en pa rt of a construction 

called a semi-auxiliary ve rb. 

2. Omission of Determiners and Prepositions 

Many fun c tion words - determiners such as the and prepositions such as !11, 

on, etc - are also omitted from headli nes. 

109 



CHARLES BOMB SCARE 

TV ASSAULT CASE REMAND 

& 100,000 ART THEFT 

The omiSSion of the func tion words from the above se t of head llnes could be 

revea led by expand in g the headlines into cla u ses some thing like, 

(There h as been a) scare (over a) bomb (intended for Prince) Charles 

(The re has been a) remand (in a) case (oq assault (on) TV 

(There has been a ) theft (oq art (worth) & 100, 000 

The headlin e CHARLES BOMB SCARE has two modifiers (CHARLES and 

BOMB). Because o f thi s there is an am bigu ou s u se of words. It is the omission 

of the function word s tha t cau ses the a mbiguity. In the example give n it is not 

c lear whether Charles first modifies bomb, and then Charles bomb modifies 

scare, as in th e following d iagra m: 

Charles bomb scare 

or whether bomb first modifies scare 

bomb scare 
Chades I 

'---------' 

Th e order of lexical words in the expa nded cases is reversed in the compressed 

NPs of the head lines, when they beco me pre- modifiers of a noun: 

Scare (over a ) bomb (intended for Prince) Charles =:> Charles bomb scare 

Remand (in a ) case (oq assau lt (on) TV =:>TV assault case rema nd 

Theft (oD a rt (worth) L 100,000 =:> art theft 
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It is s ta tcd in 17 rce born (1 995) tha t th c rules of E:nglish gram mar allow us 10 

pre-modify noun with adjectives a nd noun s . 

II. Phrases 

Phrases a re one o f th e units tha t co nstitute a ra nk scale which co uld be used 

for describin g th e system of E:nglish grammar . Phrases a re roughly class ified 

into s ix parts. Amon g these a re noun a nd prepositiona l phrases, which could 

help to pa rti a lly desc ribe tb e gra mma r system within newspa per headlines. 

A. Noun Phrases and Prepositional Phrases 

Newspa per headlines ge nerally con s ist e ither of sh ort clauses that contai n a 

predicator, or of phrases which a re NPs. The principa l fu nc tions of NPs are as 

subject, o bj ect or intensive com plemen t in clause structure, or as complement 

in prepositiona l phrase s tructure. Because of this , mos t English texts, 

in c ludin g newspaper headlines, co nta in lots of NPs. 

A s ummal-y of phrases such a s th e following is therefore n eeded to find out the 

grammar system that is beli eved to operate in newspaper h eadlin es . 

1. NP function 

Noun phrases (NPs) regularly function in cla u se structu re as subject (8), obj ect 

(0) inten s ive complement (Ci) a nd sometimes as adverbial (A) a nd prepos iti ona l 

phrase s tructure as complement - PrepP= (P+NP). 
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2. NP form 

A NP has a noun head word (h) , and may be pre - modifi ed by a de termin er (d) 

or a possess ive phrase (PossP) functioning as determine r, a numeral (num), a n 

a dj ec tive (adj.) or adjec tive phrase (Adj. P), a nd a noun (n) or noun phrase (NP). 

NPs are post-modified by qua lifiers (Q) which are most of len PrepPs 

(prepositio na l phrases), Nonfcles (nonfinite clauses) or Relcles (relative clauses). 

3. PrepP function 

PrepPs fun ction as adverbial (ea or A) in clause structure, a nd as qualifiers (Q), 

post -modi(ying the head nou n in NP struc ture . 

4. PrepP form 

A PrepP has a preposition head a nd NP compl ement. Becau se PrePs can post -

modify NPs, the s tructures co nta inin g th em may have a series of embedd ed 

PrePs or NPs. This is known as a recurs ive stru cture , as the same constituents 

recur, one within the oth er. NPs a nd PrepPs can be very complex. 

5. Pronouns 

Since the fun c tion of pronouns is to substitute for noun s a nd NPs, it follows 

that pronouns ma inly occur as head of a NP wherever an NP with a noun head 

can. Pronouns ca n, howeve r, on ly be pre - or post - modified in very limited 

ways. 
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B. Verb Phrases 

Another group of phrase struclure that co nslitule a ran k scalc wilh which the 

sys tem of gra mmar in newspa per headlines co uld be described a re verb phrases 

(VPs). Thi s is mainly because headl ines wilh a predicato r (P) are common ly 

found. The func tion of a predicator is therefore performed by a VP. Th e VP is 

the 'head ' of the clause, even though the re a re usually more NPs, becau se they 

ca n potentia lly function in cla uses as e ither subject, object, in tens ive 

co mplement or adverbia l. 

The importa nt difference between fin ite an d nonfinite verbs is a pplied equa lly to 

ve rb phrases fun ctionin g in a clause, so th a l we speak of finite a nd nonfinite 

clauses. Finite verbs a re ma rked for tense. 

1. Tense in Main Verbs 

The idea that there are on ly two tenses in English seem s puzzling, becau se it is 

quite clear that we can refe r to pas t, present a nd future time, and tha t therefore 

there should be a t least three tenses to do this. But if we limit the stric t u se of 

tense to a grammatical, ma rked form of a ve rb , you will see th at in En gli s h 

there is n o future tense form , because we cannot refer to the future by s imply 

innecting a verb, that is, by adding a suffi x or changing its vowel. We have to 

u se a ddition a l auxiliary ve rbs like shall. 

In prac tice, the word tense is used in a more genera l way, and there IS some 

in con s istency or reference to tense (a gram matical category) and time (a 

semanti c category). 
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The fo ll owing a re newspaper head li nes wilh main verbs, a nd arc lhc rda re shorl 

c lauses or 'tru ncaled sentences' (Freeborn, 1995). 

S 

BISHOPS 

TEACHERS 

POUND 

P 

TAKE FISH OFF MENU FOR PENSANCE 

PASS COMPUTER TEST 

FALLS 

The predicators talee, pass a nd fa lls a re a ll lexical or main verbs in the present 

ten se . Most nelNS is about wh at has happened in the past, but becau se it is the 

im med iate past, it is thou ght of as curren tly goin g on. So the presen t tense is 

a lmost a lways used in th e headlines of n ewspapers. Th is is not an in fl exible 

convention, however, and the past tense can be found: 

LIGHTNING KILLED MARINE 

The terms s imple past tense and simple present tense are used to refer to th ose 

finite verbs. VPs which consist of a single main verb itse lf is marked for present 

or past ten se. In fin ite VPs with more than one verb, it is the first verb which 

car r ies p resent or past ten se . Auxiliary, or 'he lp ing' ve rbs, a lways come before 

the ma in verb, so it is th e fi rst a uxiliary verb th at is marked for tense. 

2. Predicators in Phase in VP Structure 

I n a sen tence like she tried to gain support fo r the demo, both tried a nd gain are 

separa te lexica l verbs fu nctioni ng as p redicators. It is ofte n stated that th is is 

an a rea of English grammar in wh ich there are severa l compe ting analysis 

among contemporary linguists. Some describe to gain, together with the rest of 

the cla u se, as a complement of tired. In Freeborn (1 995) the first method of 
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a na lys is, which seems to be the s tra ightest forward, has been chose n , a nd 

th ese VP s truc tures are called predicators in phase. The word phase is used in 

the sense of a ser ies -two or more lexical verbs foll owing each otber, sometimes 

linked by the word to, when the second verb is an infinitive -she wanted to 

come- o r else without a linking word, when th e seco nd verb is a n -ing pa rticiple­

The baby started crying. Th is a llows one to a na lyze a cla use as having two or 

more predicators , bu t only when they a re in thi s s pecia l phase re lationshi p. 

1. He didn 't lilee helping- the m a in verb lilee is fo llowed by the -ing participle 

helping. 

2. They tried to jump is an example of a very common form of pred icators in 

phase , verb 1 + to + verb 2. 

3. Mole and Ra t made Toad help is a lso a common co ns truction, verb i + NP+ 

Verb 2 , in which the NP fun ction s as the object of the rirst verb, a nd the 

s ubj ect of the second . 

3 . Vo ice 

As it has been pointed out in Section 3 .5 .l.3, one function of be a s a n a uxiliary 

occurs when it is followed by the -en/ -ed participle of another verb to mark the 

pass ive voice. The passive form of a VP is related to its active form. The active 

voice is tbought of as more basic, and is unmarked . The ma rked passive form is 

said to de r ive from the ac tive by means of transformation. 

The form of the passive con struction , be + -en/ - ed participle, is s imi la r to that 

of be + adjective, fo r example, I was happy in which the verb was links the 

s ubject I to the inte ns ive complement happy. If th e complement is an adj ective 
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which is , or looks li ke, the -en/ -ed participle of a verb, then the difference 

between a passive and be + adjective co nstru ction may be fuzzy. For example, J 

was pleased may s imply be equiva lent to sayin g J was happy, belt cou ld be th e 

passive form of something pleased me. Freeborn (1995) mentions that suc h a 

s itua tion could be taken to illustrate h ow grammatical categories overlap . 

4. Finite and Nonfinite VPs 

The in finitive a nd the two participles of verbs have already been described as 

non finite, tha t is, they a re not ma rked for present or past tense. A YP marked 

fo r prese n t or past te nse is therefore a fin ite YP. 

If a YP contains non-fini te operator-verb or main, but only nonfinite verbs, then 

it is called a nonfinite YP. Therefore, finite YPs funct ion as pred icators in finite 

clauses, a nd nonfinite YPs in non fin ite clauses. 

III. Clauses 

One of the un its in the rank scale for studying headlines are clauses . They are 

defin ed in Freebo rn (1 995) as the gra mma tical struc tures wh ich la nguage 

provides for encodin g a person's experience of the world and commu nicating 

thi s experience to other people. In short, they are the linguistic 'frame' through 

which an u nderlyin g proposition co uld be expressed . 

A. Mood 

Among the grammatical categories that would enable to stu dy newspaper 

head li nes at the level of c lauses is mood. In grammar, mood expresses the 
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run cLio n or purpose or a n u tLeranee, LhaL is , whaL use we arc ma ki ng 01' speec h 

or wriLin g ill relaLion La the pe rso n we a re addressing. 

1. Declarative Mood 

A c la use like the ro llowing that makes a statement (declaring some thing) is said 

to be in th e declarative mood: 

S 

TEACHERS 

P 

PASS 

o 

COMPUTER TEST 

Mood is recognized by Lhe order of Lhe su bject a nd the predicator in the clause. 

A c la u se in decl a ra tive mood has its subject first, a nd predica Lor following, SP. 

If a sentence is complex and con ta ins subo rdina te clauses, its mood is 

de termined by th e main clause . 

2. Interrogative mood 

The m a in function of in terrogative m ood is to ques tion, to seek information . In 

yes/ no in terroga tives, the subj ect doe s not come first, but fo ll ows the operator­

ve rb. 

o P-V S P A 

Did the old man sit by the road? 

In wh-inte rrogatives the wh-word comes first. 

wh -s P A 

Who sat by the road? 

The on ly time a wh-word does not come rirst in its clause is when iL is part of a 

Prep" which forms a wh-phrase, whe n the p reposition precedes Lhe wh-word. 
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In which town do you live? 

Although the inte rrogatives are princ ipal gra mma tica l means of askin g 

ques tion s, it is not esse ntia l to LIse the in te rrogative form . 

A s p o Voc 

Surely you remember that, comrades? 

Th e above clause is in dec la rative mood (SP order), but is a que s ti on. [n writing, 

this is shown by the question mark, and in speech by di st inctive intonat ion. 

3. Imperative mood 

Giving ord ers or m aking requests may be ex pressed in the imperative mood, m 

which the subjec t you is usually omitted, a nd pred icator co mes fir s t: 

p A 

Sit by the road! 

The order can be made less pe remptory 111 va rIOUS ways, still u s ing the 

impera tive mood , for example: 

p A S 

Do sit by the road, old man 

If it is, however, expressed a s a request ra ther than an order, then the 

in terrogative mood may be used: 
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cw-v s P A 

Would you sit by the road, please? 

Some times th c pe rson addressed is na med. Thi s is referred to as th e vocative 

(Voc). 

P Voc 

Fix your eyes on that, students! 

In conclus ion , it s hould be remembered that the term s declarative, interrogative 

a nd imperative refer to the gra mma ti cal category called mood, a nd a re ma rked 

in the s truc ture of a clau se and the order of Sand P, not in th e func tion of t he 

clau se in commu nication . Qu estions can be asked without u s ing inte rrogati ve 

mood , and directives can be given without u s ing the impera tive mood. 

B. Kernel Clauses 

The word Kem el is u sed as a metaphor to su gges t something that is ce ntral or 

bas ic , a nd th F- s truc ture of other types of cla use can then be described in terms 

of the ir differences from Kernel cla u ses . 

The s truc ture of a kernel cla use is represented, as SP(C) (A)- the subj ect S a nd 

t.he predi cator P are gra mma tically essen tial. The addi t ion of complement(s) (C) 

a nd adverbia l (s) (A) depends upon the kind of ve rb in th e pred icator a nd th e 

meaning expressed. 

A kern el clau se is 

(a ) finite, 

(b) declara tive, 
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(c) in Lhc acLivc voicc, 

(d) wiLh phrases as constitucnLs, 

(e) without a ny recu rs ive or embedded structures, a nd 

(~ consis ting o f a subject a nd a predicaLor, with poss ibly one or more 

co mpl em ents (depend ing upon the meaning, a nd Lhe type o r verb), and 

one or more adverbia ls (optiona l Lo the grammar), in the order SP (C) (A). 

1. Complements in Kernel Clauses 

lL is o ften indica ted tha t in linguistics the Lerm complement has a much wider 

general mea ning than in traditiona l grammar, a nd is used not on ly of th e 

complem ents of the VP predicato r, but for Lhe NP complement of a preposition 

in a Prep" a nd sometimes for the post modifiers of NPs. th e following sections 

try to present these different uses of th e complement. 

i. Complements (1)- object (0) 

These are kind s of complem ents th a t foll ow th e pred icator VI', and called 

gra mmatical obj ects. One cannot norma lly omit them withou t making th e 

cla u se ungra mmatical or cha nging th e meaning: 

The ta il or fo und little wo rk 

" The tailor found (ungrammatical) 

He stood his yardstick in the corner. 

* He s tood in th e corne r (grammatical, but different meaning) 

The seque nce s ubj ect-predicator-object (SPO) does not a lways maintain th e 

semantic (meaning) relat ionship of actor-action-affected. For example: 
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(i) Thcy took the dog to thc vcL. 

(ii) Thcy took a walk into thc co untry. 

The dog in (i) is grammatical object of took, and also the affccted thing in 

re la tion to they, the ac tors. But in (i i) , it is din-icult to argue that a walle is an 

a ffected thing, though it is quite clearly the grammatical object of toolc. 

ii. Complements (2)- intensive 

Th e head phrase of a given clause is its predicator, that is, VP. Thi s is to say 

tha t despite the absence of defin able process, a clause must have a VP fillin g 

the p redicator slot. The commonest verb of this kind is 'be'. 

As a malll ve rb in a clause 'be ' acts as a link between the subject and 

something one wants to say about the subject, e.g. Mole was happy. The verb 

be may a lso point to a defin ition or a description, as in The day is wOlldelful, or 

This is a wonderful day. Verbs like seem and become a lso function li ke be as 

re lational or link verbs, lin k ing the subject of a clause and its complement (C). 

This k ind of complement which refers back to the subj ect is called a n intensive 

complement (ei). 

iii. Complements (3) · adverbial (Ca) 

Many adve rbials that represen t the circumstances of t ime, place and manner in 

which something h a ppen s are ofte n add itional information which can be left 

out without a ffecting the grammaticality of a clause. However, it is often pointed 

out that ce rta in adverbials appear to be essentia l to the grammar of the clause. 
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Thcre is a necd to distinguish bctwcen two kinds of adve r'bial , onc that is 

closely related to th e predicator like the grammatical co mpleme n ts (C i) and (0), 

and which ca n be labeled adve rbial complcment (Ca), and another that is more 

loose ly attached, and not a complement, ca lled a peripheral a dverbial (A). (The 

adj ective peripheral is derived from the noun periph ery, and mean s on the 

outside of, or marginal.) A periphe ral adverbia l is not grammatically dependent 

upo n the predicator, but more loose ly related and generally moveable. 

An adverbial following the verb be with no other com plemen ts in the clause 

mu s t be a complement: 

s p Ca 

The man was in the house. 

The reason for this is the clause *The man was is grammatically in co mpletc . 

Final ly , despite the discussions so fa r it should be remembered that the 

distinction between an adverbia l complement (Ca) a nd peripheral adverbial (A) 

is not a lways clear. It is pointed out in Freeborn (1995) that this shows 

grammatica l categories a re sometimes difficult to distinguish clearly, and it can 

be interest ing to discuss a lternatives. 

C. Nonkernel Clauses 

Clauses that either contain complex phrases as constituent or differ from 

kernel clauses in one or more of th eir bas ic features a re normally called 

non kern el clauses. In s hort, nonkernel clauses a re: 
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(a) non -finite, a nd/or 

(b) inte rrogative or impera tive a nd /or 

(c) in the pass ive voice, a nd/ or 

(d ) not in SP(C) (A) order 

The s ta tements made indicate tha t th e nonkern el clauses could be de ri ved from 

kernel clauses. In Freeborn (1 995) clauses derived from basic ke rn e l clauses 

are term ed as derivations or transformations. 

D. Embedding and Nonkernel clauses 

Embedding, a kind of syntac tic dev ice which non kernel clauses are 

characte rized by, involves th e fixing of one s tructure withi n a noth er 

gramma tical structure. The s tructure embedded and the one that embeds 

together determine the overall na ture of the embeddin g that takes place. 

1. Phrases embedded in NP and PrepP structure 

The embedding of one NP or PrepP in another, ma king the embedded phrase 

subord inate to the other, is described as a rec ursive process, because it can 

rec ur in a series, as in the following NP head line: 

DENIAL OF RUMOR OF REJECTION OF REAGAN'S 

COMPROMISE PROPOSAL FOR AIR TO NICARAGUAN 

REBELS 

This is a complex NP. Its head wo rd denial is post-modified by the fol lowing 

Prep" . The re lationship of the Prep"s to the headword is one of subordination. 

Each one is embedded in th e othe r. 
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NPs may rll so have complex pre-modirie rs, as in th e rollowin g c lau ses hC8 c1linc: 

S P o 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION GROUP HAILS HISTORIC AND DEVASTATING DEFEAT 

The headword group or the NP s ubject Freedom of info/7nation group, is pre­

modified by th e N P freedom of information. 

2. Nonfinite clauses embedded in NP and PrepP structure 

No nrini te clauses can fun c tion as post-mod ifie rs or NPs and P repP, ju s t like 

othe r NPs a nd Prepps. All three k inds or nonfinite verb can be u sed -infin itive, -

ing (present) pa rtic iple and -e n / -ed (past) pa rt iciple. Such clauses are 

embedded within the s tructu re of a phrase. 

3 . Restrictive relat ive clauses 

Clauses embedded as post-modifie rs In NPs are called relative clauses. They 

cou ld occ u r in the fol lowing forms: 

(a ) Subject: This is th e finest cart that was ever built. 

(b) Object: Toad ta lked big about al l that he was going to do in the days to 

come. 

(c) Prepp complement: The day 011 which I go 011 holiday is my b irthday. 

(d) Relative adverbial: The nearest town where we call get help from is five 

miles away. 

4 . Non-restrictive relative clauses 

A clau se with the sam e stru cture as a restr ictive re lative clause may also 

fun c tion in a looser kind of dependent relation s hip , in which it is not a 

constituen t of the NP, but of the se nten ce in which it occurs , ad ding further 

information. 
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