

































































































































































-.Integration Challenges of Orphans

new context, there will be outcomes including their ability to deal with daily problems,

particularly in the areas of family life work and school.
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CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATION FOR SOCIAL WORK
Conclusion

The study explored and described the challenges of orphaned individuals who were
grown up in the orphanage and reintegrated to the society of Addis Ababa. The finding shows
that the orphanage alleviates some of orphans need such as material need, schooling, and health
care. Only material support is not make children to be developed fully. The social and
psychological support are neglected. When the primary caregivers of children are diseased, the
fate of children put endangered. Extended family fails to rise up orphan children mainly because
of financial problem. Therefore they forced to be grown up in the institution.

Even though there is no material deficiency in institution it fails to meet holistic needs of
children which help the children for all round development. As orphans in the orphanage
separated from the wider society they lack social skills and miss the culture of the society. In
addition significant number of orphans didn’t know the where about of their relatives and didn’t
get any opportunity to have an experience of socictal life throughout their orphanage life.

Orphans created their own culture and way of life while they were in the institution.
Those cultures are different from the outside socicty. What was very important for the society
was undermined by them. As a consequence they challenged in integrating to the society at the
time they left the care unit.

In addition they failed to have adult figure who can trained them how to integrate to the
society and enabled them to know their responsibilities and obligation. Life skill training was not
given for them regularly and regularly. When they completed their education and got job they
reintegrate to the society that is new environment. Therefore they challenged from integrating

with it. Since institution is not optimal place for child holistic development another opportunity
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should be considered. Moreover by putting their challenges in to consideration, if institution is
the only option the need of preparing of orphan children for independent life shuld get the
attention of responsible body.
Implication for Social Work

The finding of the present study revealed that not having access to be grownup in a
family environment and to be interact with the society outside the orphanage affected the later
life of orphaned individuals in integrating to the society. According to Thomas, (2010), the
environment where individuals born and brought up predict their life in their later age.
Individuals will have different religious and cultural backgrounds when they born and brought
up in different social conditions.

Therefore to tackle the challenges of orphaned individuals at a grass root social work
professionals can help the children in the orphanage by facilitating the processes of reunification
to their biological parents or other member of extended families to restore family environment.
Further more they can help them from placement in the institution by facilitating the process of
assistance for the families to keep vulnerable children in a loving family environment

According to the administrator of Kechene orphanage the government and
nongovernmental organization recognized the short coming of institution in attaining holistic
need of orphans. Therefore they categorized at a last option of the placement of children in the
institution. She said that they are striving in searching for another alternative care for children in
need such as adoption, foster home, and group home. Thus social work professionals can
promote adoption and foster home by creating awareness for Ethiopian families in order to adopt

or foster orphan children.
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The studies showed that orphans spent more time with each other and lack adult figure
who could train them how to develop life skill which enabled them to lead independent life. On
top of that they had minimal interaction with the society and couldn’t develop experience of
societal life. Therefore they failed to practice all the societies’ culture as their own with in the
short period of time.

According to Thomas, (2010), individuals’ behaviour is conditioned by their environment
and life experiences. Socio-cultural traditions have an impact on a person’s behaviour. One of
the reasons for poor role performance is lack of preparation. Social workers are sensitive to
cultural and ethnic diversity and strive to end discrimination, oppression, poverty, and other
forms of social injustice” (NASW, 2000a, p. 1) Therefore social work professionals can help
orphaned individuals who are being integrated to the society by providing counselling services at
individual and group level and further more they can intervene in advocating on the behalf of
orphans and help them by creating awareness to the society to end the discrimination by it.

The study revealed that orphans have useful cultures that the society’s failed to
acknowledge them. They have constructive practices such as helping each other and others who
are in need, hard worker, positive thinkers, and straight forward in expressing themselves. The
primary mission of the social work profession is to enhance human well-being and help in
meeting the basic needs of all people, with particular attention to the needs and empowerment of
people who are vulnerable, oppressed, and living in poverty (NASW, 2001). Therefore social
work professionals can help those individuals by empowering them in order to realize their

strengths and enabling them to build on it.
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Implication for Education

The present study showed that the orphanage life influenced orphans to develop their
own culture and way of life that is different from the society. At time they left the institution and
reintegrated to the society they failed to understand each other and as a consequence they
suffered from cultural conflict. According to NASW, (2001), the social work profession should
be encouraged to take steps to ensure cultural competence as an integral part of social work
education, training and practice, and to increase research and scholarship on culturally competent
practice among social work professionals. In addition social agencies should be encouraged to
provide culturally competent in service training and opportunities for continuing education for
agency based workers (NASW, 2001). Therefore the current study has a positive implication for
social work education in producing culturally competent professionals and the need of ongoing
education and training for all social workers, with particular emphasis on promoting culturally

competent practice.

Implication for Policy

The present study showed that the main reason for the challenges of individuals who
were orphaned in integrating to the society was their isolation from the outside society when they
were in the institution. According to Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Ministry of
Women’s Affairs (2009), it is the role of the Government to regulate and supervise the
provisions of alternative care to children and ensure the safety, well-being and development of
the children who are receiving it. Therefore the current study gives clue for the responsible body

to supervise the application of the services for the children in the orphanage.
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The current study indicated that institutional care is not optimal place for the proper grow
of the children. Therefore the research recommended the responsible body that to look for
another alternative care that enabled the children to have an opportunity to be placed in a family
environment.

According to Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Ministry of Women’s Affairs
(2009), all actions of the childcare institutions must be practiced in line with the principles of the
best interests of the child, non discrimination, survival and development and participation of the
children needing the service. Therefore the present study may give clue to the responsible body
in placing the children in need according to the best interest of the child and every action should
be taken by considering and respecting their participation.

The research revealed that that the care givers in Kechene orphanage were not trained and
lack of knowledge of parenting style. Therefore it recommends the responsible body to set as a
principle to recruit trained care givers and follow its application.

The current study revealed that the need of preparation of orphans for societal life is
overlooked and couldn’t get attention. Therefore orphans face challenges to integrate to the
society. Furthermore despite their challenges their condition is not supervised after they integrate
to the society. Therefore the research recommends the responsible body that if
institutionalization is the only option they should consider the need of social aspects of life and

the importance of assisting them in placement in the society and follow up their condition.

Implication for Research
Globally the challenges of orphans while they were in the care unit was attracted the

attention of the researchers. Tremendous studies were conducted on challenges of orphans while
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they were in the care unit. Orphans problems were not limited to institutional life were as they
suffered from integrating to the society after they left the care centre. On top of that they failed to
lead independent life and not competent with the wider society.

Despite their problem as far as my assessment concerned no study was conducted in
Ethiopia in a specific topic. Therefore the present study gives some clue for the researchers to
recognize the challenges of individuals who were orphaned and conduct the research on different

aspects of their difficulties after they left the institution.
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ANNEXES

Annexl1: English Version Informed Consent Forms for Orphans
My name is Genet Degefa I am a post graduate student in Addis Ababa University, School of
Social Work, I am studying the impacts of growing up in orphanage in social integration of
orphans who were grown up in Kechene orphanage for the partial fulfilment of requirements of
Masters Degree in Social Work. I kindly request your willingness to participate in the interview
and focus group discussion and give your response.
Your response to each question is very necessary for my research. The participation is
absolutely voluntary and you might not get immediate benefit from it. But I hope that this
research will attract the responsible body for intervention. While conducting the interview, if you
don’t mind I will use the audio recorder to record our conversation. The conversation will be
deleted at the end of the study. Any information you give me will be kept confidential. Your
name and your profile will not be mentioned on the research paper. You can skip the question
which is uncomfortable for you. Additionally you are free to ask any question and clarification
during the interview. If you do not want to give me your response to the question at any time
you have a right to withdraw.
Thank you for your collaboration,

[f you agree, please put your signature,

Participant Researcher
SIZNALUIC...c.evvviriirererireiircrsireee SIgNature.......ooeeiveceieierersvecnnnnn,
LI R —— Date.....ivviiiciicseeee e
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Annex2: Amharic Version Informed Consent Forms for Orphans
PTGHE FAFLPT POl ovPhen, PO

N7 2 £94. £0AA NALO ANQ RLACOT POUN oCh PLue 9oL 479
O3 NPa's MIGST TIALLE OAT ALIND ML “TROLAN PFPAbA AR PAATD:
AR DUREE FIC ALMSU- AIFAU DALY ACH® 196+ 1O 4.
AP MEPDT FLE oA (oo GHANGH I13E G P51 12F Ame Phy-:

PACH ATLLDE audh Novdn T oo ONC ATSE ovdt ]l (1M9° ANLAL Y-
NTGE Qaed- Q@ o 0751 PN TP PAAG oo G P L%y AL Ctoow/ |
a1 NINONS h@BAU: NavNGdhd® OB QPLE NP P29°0 ovPl P9°mdo°
a1 NINANL hSAU POLAMT aul il NCLAT P ng ¢oPbao G Hqeoge
0TSk AL CRIEMPN ool ALIVTAL AMSAU: PlPLA@mI® 2998 NG
gL AA AL NEIO avPBm AL PUYLav(N aviPye NEIVTANL FAU-: 1975 -9
A%l OTGE @P 1 POE hAPT oompip CTAN WG U9 (1TG 1 AAavAF9™ 1Py
MooV ATIRLT hdA oo T2 ¢hmid Yo

NFPGE: AavAtq gope GPLE P LCOT2TF hw 02T (Pavmar nJg-
AL fre

20 TONCE (PP haowIGAY-)
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Annex 3 English Version Consent Form for Key Informants

My name is Genet Degefa and I am a student in Addis Ababa University, School of Social Work.
I am studying the impacts of growing up in orphanage in social integration of orphans who were
grown up in Kechene orphanage for the partial fulfilment of requirements of Masters Degree in
Social Work. I kindly request your willingness to participate in focus group discussion and
interview and give your response.

Your response to each question is very necessary for my research. The participation is
absolutely voluntary and you might not get immediate benefit from it. While conducting the
interview and focus group discussion, if you don’t mind I will use the audio recorder to record
our conversation. The conversation will be deleted at the end of the study. Any information you
gave me will be kept confidential. Your name and your profile will not be mentioned on the
research paper. You can skip the question which is uncomfortable for you. More over you are
free to ask any question and clarification during the interview and focus group discussion. If you

do not want to give me your response to the question at any time you have a right to withdraw.

Participant Researcher
B I et sepmmaasas SIgNAtUTe..cvevviiviereriresresrseeseanes
Dt nsninninmmmm s PG ccommmenenmsensmmooenmasansssmamms:
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Annex 4 Amharic Version Consent Form for Key Informants

gl K Noehmt A%1 NG ALTF Pagee°rt $o

N7 1 £14 Q0AN NGO AN RLICHD: POHA OCh PLUL 9o 4ois
A7 MP's AT TTALLE ONT ALIND ML TIR0LO0 PhPAPh @A PAANT -
AETFG MIRNEE TIC APMSU- ATFAU DALY ACD®  OTGE  AT4o-
AP°MEPLT PO oo AN Nevhmels L0045 1138 G LAY 2 Ameday-::

PACH ATLLIE aoph NaeOmls eo NG ATSE opdhd (M9° AALAYL Y-
TGk Qaodb@®@ 000751 PN TPI® CAANG Novd QPLIEY AL ¢-hoowl |-
SUTT NINONS ADSAU-E NovmPk9® mPT QPLE WPy PLIPO audE PIPMbI®
@PTr NINANL AO8A: PTLAMTY avll (LN TEP NS PO panBG hqomge
ATk AL PONCMPN aolPrr ALITTAL AOSAU: PIPLADI® 9% (TG ]:
LA AL hEICO v PHm- AL PULLaDAN avlPYY WLITTALIAY 1973 @R
A%T NTGE OPT TEE NALT aomeP RIAA BT U9 0TG5 AAvAFRI® 1Py
Moo A“TILLT WD ao VTP elmNd Ya-::

TG = Aeefe G ood QPLE NP LCOT2TF DY T (FPaomar NI
AL £ig

20 TONCE NPLTLE hoow)GAY-

64



..Integration Challenges of Orphans

Annex 5: Interview Guide for Orphans
1. Back Ground

a. Age

b. Sex

¢. Marital Status

d. Level of education

2. Life in the orphanage

a. Please share me your life experience while you were in the orphanage.

Probing Question

¢ age of becoming orphan
a. reason to live in the orphanage
b. duration in the orphanage
¢. relationship with the care givers in the orphanage
d. family/relative Visit
e. Reaction of living as orphan in comparison with individuals living in the
society
b. Tell me how and when you left the orphanage.
Probing Questions

a. Reason of leaving the orphanage
b. Who decided to leave the orphanage
c. Readiness to reintegrate to the society
d. Training concerning how to integrate with the society

3. Life outside the orphanage/in the society
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a. Tell me your story in relation to re-integrating with the society.
Probing Question
e Place of living in the society
e  With whom start living
o Social problem outside of the orphanage/in the society
o Challenges
o Language gap during communication to the outside community
o Effects of integration challenges

e Having friends other than orphans

b. Tell me what you think about life outside of the orphanage
Probing Question
a. Societal response
b. Comparing with the orphanage

c. Measures taken to re-integrate (coping mechanisms)

e. If you have anything to share please tell me
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Annex 6: Interview Guide for Family Members and Friends Orphans

1. Background information

a. Age

b. Sex

¢. Marital status

d. Level of education

What do you know about the study participant?

a. What is your relationship with the orphans

b. For how long do you know each other?
c. Tell me about stories conserving orphans re-integration to the society.

d. Do you observe any challenges of orphans in integrating to the society?

e. Tell me about the response of the society on orphans’ re-integration challenges?

f.  What do you suggest as a solution?
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Annex 7: Interview Guide for Kechene orphanage staff

Back Ground Information

a. Age

b. Sex

¢. Marital status

Educational Level

a. Tell me the relationship of orphans with each other while they were in the
orphanage

b. How do you describe the relationship of orphans with the staff including the
care givers while they were in orphanage?

c. Do you have any program of participating orphans in some community
activity?

d. Is there training which is given to orphans on integration to the society while
they are in the orphanage?

e. Who will decide to leave the orphanage?
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Annex 8: Focus Group Discussion Guide for the Study participant
How do you see growing up in the orphanage?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of being grown up in the orphanage
What were the reasons for integration challenges?
What are the responses of the society?

How orphans do cope up?
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