










































































































... Integration Challenges of Orphans 

not prepared for independent li fe. The orphanage and other concerned body didn't consider the 

need of preparation of orphan children for soc ietal life. When they left the orphanage, everything 

was strange for them and they became can fused and frustrated . Governments and 

nongovernmental orga nizations use orphanages because it can meet some of the needs of 

orphans to some extent and use it as a sim ple so lutio n. However, an orphanage is inadequate in 

attaining ho listic orpha ns need (Will iamson and Greenberg, 20 10, p. 12).For teen age children, 

families playa great role in providing social experiences. They help them how to contact and 

behave with people around them. Therefore, at the age of adu lthood, individuals develop their 

selfness, build soc ial experience, and prepare to jo in working groups, socia l organizations or new 

communities (Kauffman & Bunkers, 20 12). 

Copin g Strategy 

Since social environment has an important meaning for ch ildren awareness, attitude and 

behaviors, children who arc born and grown up in a good soc ial environment will have an 

opportunity to lead a quality li fe at their later age (Binh, 2012). The curre nt study found out that 

in order to get acceptance by the soc iety, orphans are struggl ing to practice the positive feature of 

the society's culture. There are misunderstanding between orphans and the soc iety. Through 

time, they wi ll be accustomed to the culture of the society. Pract icing all of the soc ieties' culture 

is not easy for them. More or less, in order to get acceptance by the soc iety, they dec ided to abide 

to society's cu lture. According to Berry (1997), for most accu ltmat ing individuals, after a period 

of time, some long-term positive adaptation to the new cultural context usually takes place. The 

phase of accu lturation needs to be taken into account only a few problems are present early 

fo llowed by more serious problems, and Il nally a more pos iti ve . When individua ls link to their 

46 



.. .Integ ration Cha ll enges of Orphans 

new context, there will be outcomes including their abi li ty to deal with da ily problems, 

particularly in the areas of family life work and schoo l. 
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CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATION FOR SOCIAL WORK 

Conclusion 

The study ex plored and dcscribed the challengcs of orphaned individuals who were 

grown up in the orphanage and reintegrated to the soc iety of Addis Ababa. The finding shows 

that the orphanage alleviates some of orphans need such as material need, schooling, and health 

care. Only material support is not make children to be developed fully. The soc ial and 

psychologica l support are neglected. When the primary careg ivers of children are diseased, the 

fate of children put endangered. Extended fa mil y fail s to rise up orphan children mainly because 

of financial problem. Therefore they fo rced to be grownup in the institution. 

Even though there is no materia l deficiency in institut io n it fai ls to meet holistic needs of 

children which help the children for all round deve lopment. As orphans in the orphanage 

separated fi'om the wider soc iety they lack social skill s and miss the cu lture of the soc iety. In 

add ition significant number of orphans didn 't know the where about of their relatives and didn't 

get any opportun ity to have an experi ence of soc ietal li fe throughout their orphanage life. 

Orphans created their own culture and way of life whi le they were in the institution. 

Those cultures are different fi'om the outside society. What was very important for the society 

was undermined by them. As a consequence they challenged in integrating to the soc iety at the 

time they left the ca re unit. 

In addition they fa iled to have ad ult figure who can trained them how to integrate to the 

society and enabled them to know their responsibilities and obligation. Life skill training was not 

given for them regularly and regularly. When they completed their education and got job they 

reintegrate to the society that is new en vironment. Therefo re they challenged from integrat ing 

with it. Since inst itut ion is not optimal place for child ho list ic development another opportunity 
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shou ld be considered. Moreover by putt ing their challenges in to consideration, if institution is 

the only option the need of prepar ing of orphan children for independent li fe shuld get the 

attent ion of responsible body. 

Implication for Socia l Work 

The finding of the present study revea led that not having access to be grownup in a 

fam ily env ironment and to be interact with the society outside the orphanage affected the later 

life of orphaned indiv iduals in integrat ing to the society. Accord ing to Thomas, (2010), the 

environment where ind ividua ls born and brought up predict their life in their later age. 

Indiv idua ls will have different relig ious and cultural backgrounds when they born and brought 

up in different socia l conditions. 

Therefore to tackle the cha llenges of orphaned individuals at a grass root social work 

profess ionals can help the ch ildren in the orphanage by facilitating the processes of reunification 

to their bio logica l parents or other member of extended families to restore family environment. 

Further more they can help them fi'om placement in the institut ion by facilitating the process of 

ass istance for the fam ilies to keep vul nerable ch ildren in a loving fami ly environment 

According to the administrator of Kechene orphanage the government and 

nongovernmenta l organization recogn ized the sholt com ing of institution in attain ing holistic 

need of orphans. Therefore they categorized at a last option of the placement of children in the 

institution. She sa id that they are striving in searching for another alternat ive care for children in 

need such as adoption, foster home, and gro up home. Thus social work profess ionals can 

promote adoption and foster home by creat ing awareness fo r Ethiopian fami lies in order to adopt 

or foster orphan children. 
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The stud ies showed that orphans spent more time with each other and lack adu lt fi gu re 

who could train them how to develop life skill which enabled them to lead independent life. On 

top of that they had minimal interaction with the soc iety and couldn 't develop exper ience of 

societa l life. Therefo re they failed to practice all the soc ieties' culture as their own with in the 

short period of time. 

According to Thomas, (2010), indiv iduals' behav iour is conditioned by their environment 

and life experiences. Socio-cultural traditions have an impact on a person's behaviour. One of 

the reasons for poor role performance is lack of preparation. Social workers are sensitive to 

cultural and ethnic diversity and st rive to end discriminat ion, oppression, poverty, and other 

forms of social injustice" (NASW, 2000a, p. I) Therefore soc ial work professionals can help 

orphaned individuals who are being integrated to the soc iety by providing co unsell ing services at 

indiv id ual and group level and further more they can intervene in ad vocating on the behalf of 

orphans and help them by creating awareness to the soc iety to end the di scrimination by it. 

The stud y revealed that orphans have useful cultures that the society's fa iled to 

acknowledge them. They have const ructive practices such as help ing each other and others who 

are in need, hard worker, pos iti ve thi nkers, and straight forward in expressing themselves. The 

primary miss ion of the soc ial work profession is to enhance human well-being and help in 

meet ing the basic needs of all people, with particular attention to the needs and empowerment of 

people who are vulnerable, oppressed, and living in poverty (NASW, 2001). Therefore soc ial 

work profess ionals can help those indiv idua ls by empowering them in order to realize their 

strengths and enabling them to build on it. 
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Implication for Ed uca tion 

The present study showed that the orphanage life influenced orphans to develop their 

own culture and way of li fe that is diffe rent fi'om the soc iety. At time they left the institution and 

reintegrated to the society they fa iled to understand each other and as a consequence they 

suffered from cultural conflict. According to NASW, (200 1), the socia l work profess ion should 

be encouraged to take steps to ensure cultural competence as an integral part of soc ial work 

education, tra ining and practice, and to increase research and scholarship on culturally competent 

pract ice among social work profess ionals. In addit ion social agencies should be encouraged to 

provide culturally competent in serv ice tra ining and opportunities for continuing education fo r 

agency based workers (NASW, 2001). Therefore the cu rrent stud y has a positive implication for 

soc ial work education in producing cul turally competent professionals and the need of ongo ing 

education and training for all social workers, with particular emphasis on promot ing culturally 

competent practice. 

Implication for Policy 

The present study showed that the main reason for the challenges of indiv iduals who 

were orphaned in integrating to the socicty was their isolation fi 'o m the outside society when they 

were in the institut ion. According to Federal Democrat ic Republic of Ethiop ia Ministry of 

Women's Affai rs (2009), it is the role of the Government to regulate and supervise the 

provisions of alternative care to children and ensure the safety, well-being and development of 

the children who are receiv ing it. Therefore the curre nt study gives clue for the responsible body 

to supervise the appl icat ion of the services fo r the chi ldren in the orphanage. 
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The current study indicated that institutional care is not opt imal place for the proper grow 

of the children. Therefore the research recommended the responsible body that to look for 

another alternative care that enabled the children to have all opportun ity to be placed in a family 

environment. 

According to Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Ministry of Women 's Affairs 

(2009), all actions of the chi ldcare institut ions must be practiced in line with the principles of the 

best interests of the child, non discrimination, surviva l and development and participation of the 

children needing the service. Therefore the present study may give clue to the responsible body 

in plac ing the ch ildren in need acco rding to the best interest of the chi ld and every action should 

be taken by considering and respecting their participation. 

The research revea led that that the care givers in Kechene orphanage were not trained and 

lack of knowledge of parenting style. Therefore it recommends the responsible body to set as a 

principle to recruit trained care givers and fo llow its app lication. 

The current study revealed that the need of preparation of orphans for societal life is 

overlooked and couldn't get attention. Therefore orphans face cha llenges to integrate to the 

society. Furthermore despite their cha llenges the ir condition is not supervised after they integrate 

to the society. Therefore the research recommends the responsible body that if 

institutionalization is the only option they shou ld consider the need of social aspects of life and 

the importance of assisting them in placement in the society and fol low up their cond it ion. 

IllIplication for Research 

Global ly the challenges of orphans whi le they were in the care unit was attracted the 

attent ion of the researchers. Tremendolls studies were conducted on cha llenges of orphans wh il e 
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they were in the care unit. Orphans problems were not lim ited to institutional li fe were as they 

suffered from integrating to the society after they left the care centre. On top of that they failed to 

lead independent life and not competent with the wieler soc iety. 

Desp ite their problem as far as my assessmen t concerned no study was conducted in 

Ethiopia in a spec ific topic. Therefo re the present study gives some clue for the researchers to 

recognize the cha llenges of indiv idua ls who were orphaned and conduct the research on different 

aspects of their difficulties after they left the institution. 
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ANNEXES 

Annex1: E nglish Version Informed Consen t Forms for Orpha ns 

My name is Genet Degefa I am a post grad uate st udent in Addis Ababa University, School of 

Social Work, I am studying the impacts of growing up in orphanage in social integration of 

orphans who were grown up in Kechene orphanage for the partial ful filment of requirements of 

Masters Degree in Social Work. I kind ly request your will ingness to p3ltici pate in the interview 

and focus group discussion and give your response. 

Your response to each quest ion is very necessary for my research. The participation is 

absolutely vo luntary and yo u might not get immediate benefit from it . But I hope that this 

research will attract the responsi ble body for intervention. Wh ile conducting the interview, if you 

do n't mind I will use the audio recorder to record our conversat ion. The conversation will be 

deleted at the end of the study. Any informat ion yo u give me wi ll be kept confidential. Yo ur 

name and your profile will not be ment ioned on the research paper. You can sk ip the quest ion 

which is uncomfo rtable fo r you. Add itionally yo u are fi'ee to ask any question and clarification 

dur ing the interv iew. I f yo u do not IVant to give me your response to the question at any time 

yo u have a right to withdraw. 

Thank yo u fo r your co llabo ration, 

I f yo u agree, please put yo ur signature, 

Participa nt Researcher 

Signature .. ........................... ........ .. Signature ... ... .... .. ...... .......... ...... .. . . 

Date ..... .. ............ ... ........ .. ....... ..... .. Date ... ...... .... ..... .. ............... .. ... ... ... .. . 
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Ann cx2: Am haric Version Informcd Consent Forms for Orphans 
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,',.} .... ....... ............ . 

/' ,C"'I ...... . .. . .. . .. ... .. 
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Annex 3 English Version Consent Form for Key Informants 

My name is Genet Degefa and I am a student in Addis Ababa University, School of Social Work. 

I am studying the impacts of growing up in orphanage in soc ial integration of orphans who were 

grown up in Kechene orphanage for the partia l fu lfilmen t of requirements of Masters Degree in 

Socia l Work. I kind ly request yo ur wi ll ing ness to participate in focus group discuss ion and 

interview and give your response. 

Your response to each question is very necessary for my research. The participation is 

abso lutely vo luntary and you might not get immed iate benefit fi'om it. Whi le conduct ing the 

interview and focu s group discuss ion, if you don' t mind I will use the audio recorder to record 

our conversat ion. The conversat ion will be deleted at the end of the study. Any info rmation you 

gave me will be kept confident ial. Your name and your profile will not be ment ioned on the 

research paper. Yo u can skip the question which is uncomfortab le for you. More over you are 

free to ask any question and clarificat ion during the interview and focus group discuss ion. If yo u 

do not want to give me your response to the question at any time you have a right to withdraw. 

Participant Researcher 

Signature ........................ ..... ..... .... . Signature .. .. .... .. .... ........... .... ..... ... . 

Date .... ......... .. ... ...... .... .. .. ........ ... .. . Date ................. ............. ... .... ...... .. ... . 
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An nex 4 Am haric Version Consent Form for Key Info rmants 

fill"> O'I'b[;\, 'b (Me,,) . OTJ<'lf:/J' QJ·flrp 71.(';'/OQJ· QJ.r. OTJ (110 I. ON· ("""''' '/'1'1, (JJ":<>:' I'tlNI' QJ' 

t\ln:'> "'1r),Ot-<e :{'?C ~,J'lIlc,V ' ~,7~OV': : {)(III.U 7,Cflf/J 0'1'<; '1: 'I'<'l·) · •. m· 

e/" }. , .. , . ... . • , .•.•..•• , .• . 

•• C"'I ... .. ...•.•...... ... 
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Annex 5: Intcrview Guidc for Orphans 

Back Ground 

a. Age 

b. Sex 

c. Marital Status 

d. Level of education 

Life in the orphanage 

a. Please share me yo ur life experience while yo u were in the orphanage. 

Probing Oucstion 

• age of becoming orphan 

a. reason to li ve in the orphanage 

b. duration in the orphanage 

c. relationship with the care g ivers in the orphanage 

d. family/relative Visit 

e. React ion of li vi ng as orphan in compar ison with individuals living in the 

society 

b. Tell me how and when you left the orphanage. 

Probing Qucstions 

a. Reason of leav ing the orphanage 

b. Who dec ided to leave the orphanage 

c. Read iness to reintegrate to the society 

d. Train ing concerning how to integrate with the society 

3. Li fe outside the orphanage/ in the soc iety 
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a. Tell me your story in relation to re-integrating with the soc iety. 

Probing Question 

• Place of living in the soc iety 

• With whom start liv ing 

• Social problem outside of the orphanage/in the society 

• Challenges 

• Language gap during commun icat ion to the outside community 

• Effects of integration challenges 

• Hav ing fi'i ends other than orphans 

b. Te ll me what you thi nk about li fe outs ide of the orphanage 

Probing Question 

a. Societal response 

b. Comparing with the orphanage 

c. Meas ures taken to re-integrate (coping mechan isms) 

e. If yo u have an)~ h i n g to share please tell me 
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Annex 6: Interview Guide for Fami ly Members and Friends Orphans 

I. Background information 

a.Age __________________ __ 

b. Sex. __________________ __ 

c. Marital status ____________ __ 

d. Level of education -----

What do you know about the study part icipant? 

a. What is yo ur relationship with the orphans ______________ _ 

b. For how long do you know each other? _______________ _ 

c. Te ll me about stories conserving orphans re-integration to the society. 

d. Do you observe any challenges of orphans in integrat ing to the society? 

e. Tell me abo ut the response of the soc iety on orphans' re-integration challenges? 

f. What do you suggest as a so lution? 
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Annex 7: Inten 'iew Guide fo r Kcchcnc orphanage staff 

Back Ground Information 

a. Age _______ _ 

b. Sex _______ _ 

c. Marital statu s, _____ _ 

Ed ucational Level _______ _ 

a. Tell me the relationship of orphans with each other while they were in the 

orphanage 

b. How do yo u describe the re lationsh ip of orphans with the staff including the 

care givers while they were in orphanage? 

c. Do yo u have any program of participating orphans 111 some community 

activity? 

d. Is there trai ning which is given to orphans on integration to the society while 

they are in the orphanage? 

e. Who will dec ide to leave the orphanage? 
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An nex 8: Focus Group Discuss ion Gnide for the Study participant 

1. How do YOll see growing lip in the orphanage? 

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of be ing growil li p in the orphanage 

3. What were the reasons for integration challenges? 

4. What are the responses of the society? 

5. How orphans do cope up? 
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