




































































































f. ylit'lyti nec!'e ?uut '{) 

I11ne stand enset 'nine indi vidual en set plants' 

Class ifier phrases headed by ?i.iIfiJ 'seed', fo r example, itemize the seeds of billUlO 

'coffee', ?aato ' peas', bitaro 'corn' etc. as in the following examples. 

33 a. (uuccll (aai'ee billloo 

fi vc seed coffee ' five seeds (beans) of coffee' 

b. ylit'lyti ?itilfee baaro 

I11ne seed corn 'n ine seeds (kernels) of corn ' 

c.llcejjd ?itilfcc 

three seed peas '3 seeds of peas (indi vidual peas)' 

A word like bunoo 'coffee' is itself polysemous: it can mean coffee plant, coffee bean, 

or coffee as a drink. The choice of measure phrase or classifier phrase will help to 

disambiguate pol ysemous ex press ions: 

34 a. lkld baMec bun"o 

one leg coffee 'one individual coffee plant ' 

b. lkkti ?{ulfee bi.noo 

one seed coffee 'one bean of coffee' 

c. ikkJ doolle billloo 

one cup co ffee 'one cup of coffee ' 
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In classifi ers ph rases, the presence of a numera l is normally ob li gatory, except that 

'one' may be omitted and the phrase wi ll then be understood as indicating 'one' even in 

its absence . Thus: 

3S a. soomec haaro nuia-t~on 

cob corn eat-PAST- I PL ' we ate a cob of corn .' 

b. n"Ct'e ?uUt'o kCl11c-t- illl 

stand en set buy-PAST-3SGF 'she bought one enset plant. ' 

This depends pal1ly on the choice of the classifi er; the fol lowing are extremely odd: 

36 a. '! b~Hltec bunoo 

leg coffee intended: 'one coffee plant' 

h. '! bin nee ?Ullt'6 

buttock enset intended: 'one en set plant' 

In class ifi er phrases, as with measure phrases, it is possible to omit the head of the 

cl ass ifier phrase without any change in meaning, but on ly when the head noun is 

understood in contex t as [+COUNTJ . Consider the following examples. 

37 a. ikkfi hunoo 

one coffee 'one indi vidual coffee plant ' 

(NOT: 'one cup of coffee' 

or 'one coffee bean') 
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h. ?uilccii haaro 

five corn ' five cobs of corn' 

c. ylit'iy~ ?tiitt'!i 

IlIlle en set 'nine indi vidual enset plants' 

This is also true of othe r Ol11otic languages such as Korete and Yel11 (Binyal11 2002, 

Derib 2004). 

The basic structure of an NP with Classifier phrase is thus: 

[Numeral· (Classifier)] . (NP) 
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Chapter Four 

Complements 

In the present section, the different types of comple ments that occur with head nouns 

are examined . These compl ements are used to modify the head nou n. Nominal 

complements can be phrasa l or c lausal constituents in typc. 

4.1 Phrasal Complements 

There are 3 typcs of phrasal complements to a head noun : adj ecti val , geniti val and 

postpositional. 

4.1.1 Adjectival ph.-ases 

In Kafi Noo nao, adjecti val phrases generally precede the head noun as in : 

1 a.dilll~ dilngiyo 

thin elephant '(a) thin elephant' 

b. hccllii d<iyccco 

clever student '(a) c lever student ' 

c. m{lgga tilmiyo 

heavy ram ' (a) heavy rain ' 

However, adjecti ves may also occ ur foll owing the head noun. The reversal of the 

position adds emphasis to the noun referred to, and is accompanied by an audible 

intonational brea k (marked by #). 

2 ll. d illlgiyo # dlilhiiJ 

e lephant thin ' thin e lephant ' 
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b. doyecco # beell06 

stucient clever 'clever student ' 

c. ?illniy6 # m{lggoo 

rain heavy 'heavy rain ' 

If a noun phrase consisting of noun and adjecti ve is plural, then the plural marker will 

al ways appear on the noun , and will also appear on a postnominal adj ecti ve. Thus: 

3 a . dilile d imgiyi-na?o 

thin elephant-PL ' thin elephants' 

b . ' dalle-na?o dangiyi-na?o 

thin-PL elephant-PL 

c. dal1giyi-na?o dalle-l.a?o 

elephant-PL thin-PL 'elephants, the thin ones' 

d . ' dillle-na?o dangiyo 

Prenominal adjecti ves do not show any morphological agreement with the noun ; they 

are in variant, irrespecti ve of the case, number and gender of th e nOlin, as in: 

4. a . dalle dal1giyi-na?6 

thin elephant-PL ' thin elephants' 

b.dallc d,lugiyo-n beege-t-0 

thin e lephant-ACC see-PAST- ISG ' I saw (a) thin elephant. ' 

c. faa? clllmisc wMl-t-an 

bl ack goat C0 I11 C-PAST-3SGF 'Thc blac k nanny goat cam e.' 
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d. faa? enunisc-na?6 waa-t-Ctc 

black goat-PL come-PAST-3PL 'The black goats came.' 

However, if the adjective is postnominal , or occurs in a headless phrase, or is used as a 

predicate adjective, then it does indicate gender, number, and case: 

5 a.dalle busoo 

thin boy '(the) thin boy' 

h. dillle husc<' 

thin girl '(the) thin girl' 

c. bU500 ditlloo wait-toe 

boy thin.SGM come-PAST-3SGM 'The boy, the thin one, came.' 

d. hllSec dilllee waa-t-an 

gi rl thin.SGF come-PAST-3SGF 'The girl , the thin one, came.' 

c. dilll06 wait-toe 

thin.SGM come-PAST-3SGM 'The thin (boy) came.' 

f. dilllce 

thin.SGF cOine-PAST-3SGF 'The thin (girl) came.' 

g. biIsoo dillloo nc 

boy thin.SGM be 'The boy is thin .' 

h. busc.; dilllc.; ne 

gi rl thin .SGF be 'The gi rl is thin .' 
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i. busHSC)6 ditlll:c-n a?o n l: 

child-PL th in -PL be 'The chil dren arc th in.' 

In Kafi Noonoo, more than one adjecti ve can occ ur within a s ingle noun phrase; there is 

no grammatica l factor that determines the poss ible number of adjecti ves o r their linea r 

order in the constructi on, as in: 

6 a. ?,\a? dalle em miSe 

black thin goat.FEM ' the black thi n nann y goat' 

b.dilile ?aa? cmmise 

thin black goat.FEM ' the thin black nanny goat' 

c. 'hill? dilile glisa ki,p ' p' c em mise 

black thin small strong goat.FEM 'the black, thin, small strong Ilanny goat' 

The transposition of the order of the adjectives (of different shape, size, co lor, quantity, 

quality etc .) does not lead to ungrammatieal ity in the language. 

4.1.2 Genitive Noun Phrases 

The term geniti ve is used for a construction in whi ch a noun phrase occurs subord inated 

to the head noun and denotes a "possessor" in a very general sense. Geniti ve 

constructions are formed either by simp le juxtapositi on of Dependent- Head (always in 

that order), or by suffix ing -cc~ to the dependent (in ei ther o rder). Gen iti ves normall y 

occur pre-head in the construction ; however, in general, the head can precede the 

geniti ve (now marked with -ceo I -ceil whenever there is a need fo r emphasis. The 

genitive relalionship covers many semantic relat ions like possess ion, source, purpose, 

locati on, ti me etc . [ will cii scuss onl y the ri ve types just ment ioned . 
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4.1.2.1 Simple Possessive Genitives 

In the simple possess ive geniti ve, the prototype ro r all other geniti ve subtypes, the 

geniti ve (possessor) noun phrase genera ll y precedes the head (possessed) noun . 

Pronoun s or proper nouns, when they precede noun s, may be interpre ted as genitives . 

7 a. til ket '" 

ISG house ' my house' 

b. kcf ' 6 h'ta-cco 

house ISG-GEN 'my house' 

c. keri bi",oo 

Kero boy 'Kero 's boy' 

c. bilsoo ked-cc" 

boy Kero-GEN ' Kero's boy' 

fn the marked geni tive constructi on, the explicit geniti ve morpheme -cb appears 

fo llowing the geniti ve n Olin , as in: 

8 a. kerioN''; busoo 

Kero-GEN boy 

b. il6gd bus06-cca CI11I11 ISO 

big boy-G EN goat 

c. til ke·cCa gifc nui II CtiHi 

ISG house-GEN door co lor 
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d. 60gc bils6o-ee~ cmmisc meeno 

big boy-GEN goat-GEN meat ' the big boy's meat of goat' 

c. o""cb-cca mcccc 

that-GEN wife ' that one's wife' 

With -CC:l, the in velted order is poss ible, for emphasis ; -cea becomes -ceo (o r -eel) 

phrase- fin all y, and the Head Noun also takes the word-final vowel(FV): 

9 a. bil soD Ked-ceo 

boy Kero-GEN ' Kero 's boy' 

b. buscc Keri-eN 

girl Kero-GEN 'Kero 's girl' 

c. cmmisll ooge busi16-cco 

goat big bOY-GEN 'the big boy' s goat' 

Pronouns are simil arl y interpreted as genitives when they attach the morpheme -Ce;) 

or -eco (in the inverted order): 

10 a. taa-eea "or<"06 

ISG-GEN book ' my book ' 

b. "orC'iJ6 taa-eeo 

boo k ISG-GEN ' book of mine ' 

c. ncc-cc~ cmmiso 

2SG-GEN goat 'your goat ' 
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d. cmmiso nce-cco 

goat 2SG-GEN 'goat of yours' 

c. boo-cc;) emmiso 

his/her-GEN goat 'his/her goat' 

f. CIIIIII iso boo-ceo 

goat 3SG-GEN 'goat of hi s/hers' 

Embedded multiple ge niti ves are also poss ible, as in (Gc) above and (9): 

11 lIIanoo-cCa k 'o redd06 

my brother-GEN clothes ' my brother's clothes' 

When a possess ive geni tive occurs in a constructi on with one of the other four gen iti ve 

types mentioned below, it is a lways positioned after the temporal gen iti ve but preceding 

all the other types, as in : 

12 ?ailIl CC ta gccsi bitcc( -CCJ) ?cccyo 

last. year my Ges ha lej honey 

'my last year's Gesha honey used for tej' 

4.1.2.2 Source Genitives 

Source geniti ves define the head nou n in relat ion to the item from which it is deri ved or 

prepared. See the following examples. 

13 a. g:'tilscc( -cCa) kosll 

tell InJ era ' injera made of teff' 

51 



corn local beer 'beer made of corn ' 

c. cmmiSc(-cca) mccno 

goat meat 'meat of goat' 

In the structures (l3a-c), gaasec 'tell', b~hlra 'corn ' and cmmiSc 'goat' are nouns that 

show the geni ti ve relation of a material source of the head nouns. 

However, there are also nouns for which, in the folk belie f, one cannot possibl y say 

from which materi al source they are made. Such nouns do not allow source geniti ve 

complements, as the material source of such nominal s is fe lt to be unknown (the same 

point is made For Zayse in Baye, 1990). Hence, such nomina ls as ?i1itbo 'sun ', ?agcno 

'moon' , sim~'uly6 'sky ' and t'ojjcno 'star' do not have source genitive NPs as their 

complements. 

The source geniti ves may optionall y take -eca, as in: 

goat (GEN) meat 'meat of goat' 

Source geniti ves must occur adjacent to the head. No other word (like adjecti ves) can 

intervene between the source geniti ve and the head noun . 

15 
, 

a. giulSCC P 'it't' ~lsc ){OSO 

teFf Il lce In.lcra 

b. * b::l~lra saawa dooC'6 

corn sweet beer 
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c. *cmmisc ooga mccno 

goat big meal 

The un grammaticality occurs here because th e adjecti ves p'it' t'as1l 'nice ' , sitilwa 

'sweet', and il(\g1l ' big' are inserted between the head noun and the source geniti ve. 

Phrasal constructions do not allow the inseltion of any modifying element not belonging 

to the phrase itself The structure will be grammati cal if the adjective precedes the 

source geniti ve, as in: 

16 a. p'It't'MHi gaascc koso 

nice tel'l' i njera '(a) nice injera or tefT 

b. s~lawa biuinl dooc'o 

sweet corn beer '(a) sweet beer of corn ' 

c.06gii em mise mccno 

big goat meat '(a) big (pi ece 0 1) meat of goat ' 

In these structures, the adjectives p'It't'asii 'nice\ silirwa 'sweet', and oogii 'big' 

directl y modify the head nominal s. The adj ecti ves can al so modify the dependent 

nominal. In the follo wing exampl es, with inverted word order (Head - Geniti ve), onl y 

thi s interpretati on is poss ible: 

17 a. lu)so [p'it't'asii giti,see-ccoj 

injera nIce teff-GEN ' injcra of ni ce teff' 

b. doc)C'(\ [sillhv~ billira-cco] 

beer sweet co rn-GEN 'beer of sweet corn ' 
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4.1.2.3 Purpose Genitives 

Purpose geniti ve N Ps indicate the functi on or the purpose of the head noun in the 

structu re as in: 

18 a. g~lbct'cc 

egg hen ' hen for eggs ' 

b. ?ejj~ IllHmo 

milk cows 'cows For mi lk' 

c.goyc gMtoo 

farm ox 'ox for farm' 

Purpose geniti ves, like source genitives, can have the morphologica ll y visibl e suFfix 

.cc~ on thei r complements, e .g. : 

19 a. doo-eea baaro 

beer-GEN corn 'corn For beer' 

b. mcc-cca gitttoo 

meat-GEN ox 'ox for meat ' 

Reversing the nouns in a purpose geniti ve NP construct ion leads to a source geniti ve 

interpretat ion. Compare 19a to 20a, and 19b to 20b. 

20 a. bthlra dOllC'o 

corn beer 'beer of corn' 

b. gatt"e mccno 

ox meat ' meat of ox' 
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Here purpose geniti ve NPs are reversed to source geni tive NPs. The geniti ve nOllns in 

(19a, b) ex press why the corn or the ox is needed; however, in (20a, b) the geniti ve 

nouns show the source of the head nouns dooc'o ' beer' and mecllo ' meat' respecti vel y. 

Whenever a source and a purpose geniti ve co-occur within the same NP, the source 

geniti ve NP occurs nearest to the head noun and the purpose geniti ve precedes it. 

21 a. dil ree( cc~) gilttcc I11ccno 

bless ing ox meat 

b. bailrcc(cc,)) baara dooc'o 

hol iday corn beer 

The reverse order is ungrammatical: 

22 a. ' galtec 

h. ' baar; 

dilrcc IIICCIIO 

ha~lrcc dooc'6 

'meat of ox for graduation ' 

' beer of corn for holiday' 

Note that the genitive marker can be attached to a purpose geniti ve whenever it co

occurs with a source geniti ve. 

23 dilrcc-cc,) game lIIeello 

bless ing-GEN ox meat 'meat of ox for graduation ' 

It is poss ible in Kafi Noonoo to have two purpose genitive NPs in a single construction , 

but it is imposs ible (and apparently logicall y contrad ictory) to have two source geniti ve 

NPs in a s ingle construction. Consider the follo wing examples . 

24 a. diircc [lIIee-eea galtiJ6j 

bless ing meat-GEN ox 'ox for meat for the graduation ' 
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b. baarec [dM,-""" bMmi] 

holiday beer·GEN corn 'corn for beer for the holiday' 

, 
c. emmiSc gattCe mecno 

goat ox meat 

* d. sck'cc baar" donC'D 

barley corn beer 

In 24c meat can be from goat or ox but not both at the same time. 

Like the source geniti ve ( 15 a-c), purpose geniti ves do not all ow the inserti on of any 

adjectival modifiers between the purpose geniti ve and the head nou n. This can be 

illustrated in the fo llowing examples as : 

25 
, 
a. mcc-cca sauwi gattoo 

meat·GEN delicious ox 

*b. dnn-a" p'H't'asli bit{lro 

beer-GEN nice corn 

The construction will be grammatical if the adjective precedes the genitive NP, as in: 

26 3. saawi mee-eea gatt06 

delicious meat-GEN ox 'ox for delicious meat' 

b. p ' it't'~lSe don-eea baar" 

nIce beer-GEN co rn 'corn for nice beer' 

56 



4.1.2.4 Locative Genitives 

Locative geniti ves show the ori ginal place or the location of the thing re ferred to by the 

noun . In the unmarked oreler (Geniti ve - Head), the locative geniti ve cannot take -cca. 
Thus: 

27 a. sHsHnd bilSOO 

Sh ishinda boy 'Shishinda boy ' 

b . ·siiSiindcca bus06 

Shishinda boy 

c. geesi ?ccyo 

Gesha honey 'Gesha honey' 

d. C'ann i III ail?06 

Chenna bull 'Chenna bull ' 

The head nouns in (27 a-d) busoo ' boy', ?ecyo 'honey', lIlaa?06 ' bull ' are modi lied by 

the name of a place to indicate where these items comc from. 

T he reverse order is ungrammatical : 

28 • a. bilsoo siisiind 

' b. ?cey6 geesi 

[f (and only if) the locati ve geni ti ve ind icates a nat ionality, then the reverse order 

becomes grammatical if -ceo is added, as in: 

29 busoo kafiI-cco 

boy kafa-GEN ' Kafa boy' 
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Concernin g the sequence of geniti ves in a sentence, the locative genitive must precede 

the source geniti ve, and standardl y precedes the purpose genitive: 

30 a. sHsiind ga~lScc koso 

Shishinda teff InJera ' inj era made from Shishinda tell' 

b, siiSiind kil-cc~ g~laso6 

Shishinda inj era-GEN teff ' teff fo r inj era from Shishinda ' 

c. geesi bHcc ncyo 

Gesha te j honey ' honey for tej from Gesha' 

d , geeS[ ?ec~cca bit06 

Gesha honey -GEN tej 'tej made from Gesha honey' 

The reverse order is ungrammatical. 

31 :::a. ga~lscc siisiind koso 

' b, bitcc geesi ~ccy6 

Unlike source and purpose genitives, locative genitives allow the insertion of an 

adjective before the head noun as in: 

32 a. sHsii nd sainvi 

Shishinda delicious lnJera 'delicious inj era from Shi shinda' 

p'H't'asd teey6 

Ges ha Illce honey ' nice honey from Gesha ' 
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It is al so poss ible for an adjccti ve to modify thc whole locati ve geni ti vc construction. 

Consider the fo llowing exam plcs. 

33 a. saitwi [siiSlind 1{('lSo] 

deli cious Shishinda lI1Jera 'de licious Shishinda injera ' 

b. p'it ' t'ase [gees. ?ccyo] 

nice Gesha honey ' ni cc Gesha honey' 

Note that in 33a, b, the locati ve is an intrinsic part of the concept ('S hi shinda inj era '), 

whereas in 32a, b the locati ve is an incidental adjunct. 

Locative geniti ves can also serve as a com plement o f proper nouns, e.g. 

34 [slislilHle-cca n,\cCiti] beell60 nc 

Shi shinda-GEN Dachito clever be 'Dachito of Shi shinda is clever. ' 

The reverse order serves the same function. 

3S O,\cciti sllSlindc-cco b"elloo De 

Dachito Shishinda-GEN clever be 'Dachito of Shi shinda is clever. ' 

Locati ve geniti ves with proper names are poss ibl e onl y with names of persons as head 

nouns; with names of places, a relati ve clause constructi on must be used instead . 

36 [Idlf'l beeta ?aggilri] diC'C'itat-ne 

Kafa exi st Agaro growing-be 

'Agaro [place-name] (whi ch is) of Kafa is grow ing.' 
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4.1.2.5 Temporal Genitives 

Temporal geniti ves are used to show a specific time relat ion with the head. The 

fo ll owi ng examples illustrate thi s. 

37 a. yHCC;) 3 nUlay6 

yesterday food 'yesterday' s food ' 

b. (aallCC sa~1C'o6 

last year hunger last year's hunger' 

c. han~'ulcca doy()6 

today learning 'toelay's lesso n' 

The reverse order is ungrammatical as in: 

38 *maaY6 yUcb 

food yesterday 

When a temporal geniti ve noun phrase occurs with other geniti ve noun phrases anellor 

other complements, it always precedes all other complements. Consider the foll owing 

examples . 

39 geeS! bltee (ecy6 

last year Gesha tej honey ' last year's Gesha honey fo r tej' 

3 ~ccj is lex ical ized as an in separable part of the words yHccj 'yesterday', yaa~cj ' tomorrow ', 

and hanaaccJ 'today'. Other temporal expressions do not attach thi s stem-finally, as in : sarata 

'day after tomorrow', scba3ta 'seven (i.e. a week after)" and sa ra to6ha 'two days ago '. 
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Non-initial position prociuces ungramm ati cality: 

40 
, 
a. geesi ?aance bltee {eeyo 

Gesha last year tej honey 

*b. geesi bltee ?ailllcc {ccyo 

Gesha tej last year honey 

Concerning the overall sequence of geniti ves, when several types of geniti ves co-occur 

in a single co nstruction , the temporal geniti ve must occur first, then the possessive; the 

most normal order of the other geniti ve types is locative, then purpose, then source 

(although there can be some fl ex ibility regarciing the order of locative and purpose). 

Hence, the general order will be: Temporal - l'ossessivc - Locative - Purpose -

Source - Head Noun. This can be illustrated in the foll owing examples . 

41 a. (alwec ta geesi 

last year my Gesha tej h.oney 

'my last year's Gesha honey used for tej ' 

b. hanaacc~ bi c'anni baaree bMII';) btiddino 

today his Chenna holiday corn flour 

' hi s today's flour of Chenna corn to be used for the holiday' 
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4.1.2.6 Genitives with Double -c\:;) 

As was mentioned in chapter 2 (end of sec. 2 .3.3), the geniti ve marker -tCa can 

sometimes appear reduplicated. The fo llowing examples are all grammatical with either 

one -cca or two -cca. The reduplicated version is emphatic in some way, but the exact 

sema nti c difference is no t cl ear to me, nor is it clear whether the two -cc~ are really the 

same element. 

42 3. ?ce-cca-cca bit06 

honeY-GEN-GEN tej ' tej from honey' 

b. D1CC-CC~-CC'; gattoo 

meat-GEN-GEN OX 'ox for meat' 

c. diJO-cca-cca biui r6 

beer-GEN-GEN corn 'corn for beer' 

Th is double gen itive can also occur with " inverted geni ti ves": 

d. bit06 ~ee-cca-cc6 

tej honey-GEN-GEN ' tej from honey' 

c. gatt06 mcc·cb-cco 

ox meat-GEN-GEN ' ox for meat' 

Note that here the phrase- fin al vowel ('0) on ly occurs in the second of the two geniti ve 

markers. 
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4.1.3 Adpositional Phrases 

An adpos iti onal phrase can serve as a complement of a nominal head in the noun phrase 

(Buss mann 1996) . Kafi Noonoo is strictly postpositi ona l in structure. 

The following are nou n phrases with a postposition in Kafi Noonoo. 

43 a. nee-eta gommo 

you-for/to road ' road for/to you' 

b. k'oudec-t'a ~aaC'6 

Jar- In water 'water in the jar' 

c. 1<'ail)<'Ce-t'a sCt't'oo 

fire-on pot ' (a) pot on the fire' 

d . sikl<06-na k'itoo 

knife-with death 'death by knife' 

c. ?asM-yc d ilJuba 

human-over hi gh up 'beyond human beings' 

In examples (43a-e), -cca 'tol for', -t'; ' inion', -llit 'with ', and -yo 'over' are 

postpositi onal elements. (Recall the difficulty with the analysis o r .cca mentioned in the 

prev ious sect ion.) The postpos iti onal phrase normall y precedes the noun it modifies. 

The reverse order, however, docs not lead to un grammaticality. 

44 a. gommo nee-ceo 

road yo u-forlto . road r or/to you' 
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b.2aac'o k'olldcc-('o 

water Jar-In 'water in the j ar' 

C. sct't'66 1\ 'iull<' ({ ' cc-t' 0 

pot fire-o n ' pot on the fire' 

d. k'it06 siklu)o-nil 

death knife-with 'death by knife' 

c. dfllnb ~i 7aso<l-Yc 

high up human-over ' beyond human beings' 

Note that -t' ~ shows the same all omorphy as -cc~ , namely -t'a vs . -( '0. 

4.2 Relative Clauses 

There is no evident forma l difference between restri cti ve and non-restri cti ve relati ve 

clauses in Kafi Noonoo. The verb always comes at the end of the relative clause. Both 

orders, Re lative Clause - I-lead and I-lead- Rel ati ve Clause, are poss ible; the Relati ve 

Clause may also be headless. There is no relati ve particle or linker; however, the 

relati ve clause is marked by an intonational break. These topi cs will be di scussed 

individually below. 

In most cases the relative clause precedesJhe head n OllJ] in Kafi Noonoo, as in : 

45 a. yii cc;) IlC C'iinnc-t uro 1{'Hilc 

yes te rday you sec-PAST man di ed 

'The man who you saw yesterday di ed.' 
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b. uri: kcmc-t ?{ulccoo ?iulllc-t-o ne 

woman buy-PAST gold lost-PAST-3SG be 

'The gold that the woman bought is lost' 

c. ne naaggti-t bustc doycee,) lIe 

you insult-PAST girl student(fem) be 

'The girl that you insulted is (a) student.' 

However, the head noun can also occur at the beginning of the construction, for 

emph as is: 

46 a. uri> yHcca ne c'iinnc-t- 0 k'iti-l-; 

man yesterday you see-PAST-2SG die-PAST-3 SGM 

'The man who you saw yesterday died' 

h. ,MICCQO U re kcm,,-1-6 ?ilil ll ,,-1 

gold woman bu y-PAST-3sG get lost-PAST-3SG 

'The gold that the woman bought is lost' 

Note that in (46) the re lati ve clause verb (c'linncI6 , k1:m1:(6), whi ch is now phrase

final , takes a F Y -6 ; contrast (45 ), where the same verb in non-phrase-final position 

takes a zero ending. In general , relati ve cl ause verbs that precede th e head noun seem to 

show a reduced innection compare to verbs in independent clauses; however, I have not 

in vesti gated thi s. 
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It is al so poss ible in the language to have a relati ve construction without a head 

nominal. In such a headless relat ive, the FV appropriate to the miss ing head gets 

suffixed directly to the relat ive verb. Thi s can be ill ustrated in the fo ll owing examples . 

47 a. w~li'-t-() ta mal100 I1C 

come-PAST-3SGM.NOM my brother be '(The one) who came is my brother.' 

b. wa~l-t - i ta malice lie 

come- PAST-3 FSG.NOM my sister be '(The one) who came is my sister.' 

In examples (47a, b), the head nominal s are missing; the case, number and gender of the 

head nominals are marked on the relati ve verb. 

There are several significant structural differences between the two orders, Relati ve 

Clause - Head and Head - Re lat ive C lause. 

48 

a) The order Relati ve Clause - I-lead is the unmark ed order, as is the case for all 

other kinds of modifi ers. 

b) The comb ination of Relative Clause - Head or Head - Relati ve Clause (in ei ther 

order) is always fo llowed by an intonational break. In the unm arked order 

Relat ive Clause - !lead , there is no break between the !-l ead and the Relative 

Clause ; but in the order Head - Relati ve Clause, the Head and the Relati ve 

Clause are separated by a break. In the foll owing examples, the break is 

indicated by #. 

a. jimm ,( doyi beet .bus(lO # tit manob 11(:. 

Jilnma learn ex ist boy my brother be 

'The boy th at is learning in Jimma # is my brother. ' 
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b. bi.soo # jimma <Ioyi bcct6 # til m~llloo ne 

boy Jimma learn exist my brother be 

'The boy # that is learning in Jimma # is my brother. ' 

c) In both orders, the head noun takes a FV which expresses case, number, and 

gender. In the order I-lead - Relative Clause, the relati ve clause verb also takes a 

FV agreeing with the head; thi s is also true for headless Relati ve Clauses. But in 

the order Relati ve Clause - I-lead, the verb takes no FV and thus shows no 

agreement with the head. See examples (45, 46 and 48) above. 

These factors argue that the marked order Head - Relative Clause is perhaps better 

analyzed as an appositional construction. The structure wou ld in volve a Head Noun 

followed by a headless relative clause in apposition: 

not "the boy who came" 

but " the boy, (the one) who came". 

Each element in apposition is a separate phrase; thi s explains the pause in the structure 

Head - Relative Clause, and also the fact that both the head and the relati ve clause take 

the FV. By contrast, the unmarked order Relative Clause - Head represents a tight bond 

between re lati ve clause and head; there is no pause, and the relati ve clause verb takes no 

FV. 
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[n KaFi Noonoo, it is poss ible ror a s ingle nominal head to have two or more re lati ve 

clause comple ments, as in the rol lowing examples: 

49 a. I yiicc~ wilitt] [Iro # [nec.cc; bi sigo6-n 

yeste rday came man 2SG-to 3SGM name-ACC te ll -PAST-3SG.NOM 

hI l11 ~lJJOO He 

my brother be 

'The man that ca me yes te rday that told you hi s name is my brothe r' 

b. ?eey" # [n6 ilbb .. milil-t-o] # Inc worg;ine-t-o] # 

honey we a ll eat-PAST-3SG.NOM 2SG admire-PAST·2SG.NOM 

gccsce DC 

Ges ha come-PAST-3SG.NOM be 

'The honey that we all ate that you adm ired ca me from Gesha .' 

c. Iyiicca m\itt-6] # [nce-eea bi 

yesterday come-PAST-3SG.NOM 2SG·to 3SGM name-ACC 
~ 

get;-I-,,] # IkM·i 

tc ll -PAST·3SG.NOM Kara-NOM g irl -ACC marry think.PROG 

beeta] uro mill106 nc 

ex ist. 3SG.NOM man I SG brother be 

'The man that came yes te rday that told you hi s name that is thinking to marry a 

Kara g irl is m y brothe r. ' 

Note that in exa mples like 4ge , w ith more than o ne Re lati ve C lause in pre-head 

position, the r:V will appear on a ll Relati ve Clauses except the last one, i.e, on all 
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Relat ive Clauses except the onc th at is immedi ately pre-head. The relati ve clauses that 

take a rv will a lso be foll owed by a pause . 

In the fo ll owi ng di scussion , [ will present the interaction between relative clauses, 

adject ival phrases and geniti ve NPs in the matri x clause . 

When re lative clauses occur with adjecti va l ph rases, the relative clause must come in 

the peripheral position of the structure. The constructi on will be ungrammatical if the 

relati ve cl ause is inserted between the adjecti ve and the head noun. Consider the 

foll owing examples. 

50 a. [til ?{lrH beet] beeHee doyecco 

I know ex ist clever studcnt ' the cl ever student that J know ' 

b. beeHee doyecco Ita ?;:irii bectO] 

clever student know ex ist ' the clever student that I know ' 

c. doyccco beeH06 [Ia 'hirii beelo] 

student clever I know ex ist ' the clever student that [ know' 

• c. bceHce Ita {uri! beet] doyeci'6 

In the same way, relati ve clauses cannot occu r between genit ive and the nominal head. 

Thi s is true for all types of geniti ve. Thus: 

51 a. Ita mail-II em mise meen" 

I cal-past goat meat 'meat of goat that 1 ate' (Source) 
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b. em miSe meeno Ita maa-I-o] 

goat meat I eat-PAST-NOM ' meat of goat that Tate' 

' c. cmmise Ita maM] meeno 

d.lno keme-tJ bitee ?eeyo 

we bu y-past tej honey ' honey for tej that we bought' 

c. biti:C ?ecyo Ino keme-t-6] 

tej honey we buy-PAST-NOM ' honey for tej that we bought' 

"f. bitec Ino kemct] neyo 

g. Ihanaacc;) ta maa-I] yilcCa mccno 

today I eat-PAST yesterday meat 

'yesterday's meat that I ate today' (Temporal) 

h.yilcc;) meen6 [hanaacca ta maa-t-o] 

yesterday meat today [ eat-PAST-NOM 

'yesterday's meat that I ate today' 

' i, yiicb [hanaacca ta maM] meeno 

j. [?addisililb ta i"Hnne-t] siiSilnd busoo 

Addis Ababa I see-PAST Shi shinda boy 

'Shishinda boy that I saw in Addi s' (Locative) 
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I<. sliSlind bu,,,,, [?itddisaab ta c'linne-t-o] 

Shishinda boy Addi s Ababa I see-PAST-NOM 

'S hi shinda boy that I saw in Addis' 

'I. siiSlind [?addis,uib ta elinnet] bus!)" 

Within the re lati ve clause construction the head noun can serve various functions: 

A) the sllbject of the relative ciallse. 

52 [_ tail-n c'linn;-t] busoo buscc-n na.ig;-t-e 

ISG-ACC see-PAST boy g irl -ACC insult-PAST-3SGM 

' the bo y that saw me insul ted the girl. ' 

B) the object ~fthe relative clallse. 

53 a. [ta _ C'linne-t] busiJ6 busec-n n,uig;-t-c 

I see- PAST boy girl -ACC insult-PAST-3SGM 

'The boy that I saw insulted the g irl. ' OR 

h. [ta btln C'linntl-t] busoo busec-n naag;-t-c 

ISG him see-PAST boy g irl - ACC insult-PAST-3SGM 

The boy that I saw insulted the girl. ' 
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C) Possessive within the relative clause. 

54 [ (Jill nihil6 k'ito-tj un) 

his fat her die-PAST man ' the man whose father died ' 

D) Oblique olthe relative clause. 

55 I koreo bii-cco kCIIIIIICtj uro 

book 3SGM-to l SG sell-PAST man 

' the man to whom I sold the book' 

Concernin g the marking of the grammatical relati on of the head noun within the relati ve 

clause, Kafi Noonoo is characteri zed by obli gatory pronominal copying in oblique and 

possess ive relative clauses, and optionally in object re lative clauses. In thi s strategy a 

pronoun that has explicit reference to a I-lead NP appears inside the relati ve clause, as 

111: 

56 bini ne 1m) fbi sig06-n tit batt~-t-oj 

thi s.NOM be man his name- ACC I forget-PAST-NOM 

'Thi s is the man that I forgot hi s name.' ( ... whose name I forgot.) 

In this relative clause, the pronoun hi ' his', referring to uro ' man ', is retained within 

the re lati ve clause in the positi on required of possessors . 

All the abo ve examples were of semanti call y restricti ve relati ve clauses . Non-restri cti ve 

relati ve clauses are also possible, though there is no structural diffe rence. In the 

following examples the head noun is a proper noun and its reference is already clear 

even without the relati ve cl ause. 
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57 a. Keri [110 diljjii beet6] l<lifacc" lie 

Kero I PL teach.PROG ex ist kafa-GEN be 

'Kero, who teaches LI S, is a Kafa.' 

b. ?{Iggari [kMa gitildocc~ becfi! bilnM <"ollli beef-ne 

Agaro kafa round-in ex ist coffee grow ex ist-be 

'Agaro [place- name!, which is in the vicinity o f Kafa, grows co ffee .' 

4.3 Adnominal Noun Complement Clauses 

In Kaft Noonoo, English adnominal noun comple ment clauses have several poss ible 

equi valents, some of which overlap with the structure of relati ve clauses . The fo llowing 

are a few examples . 

58 a. [Kafi Noolloo maggM lie iimm] gaboo 

Kafi Noonoo difficu lt be say. present thought 

'the idea (which says) that Kafi Noonoo is diffic ult ' 

b. [teep woho lIe1 iillllll ?iberoo 

Tepp i far be say. present truth 

'the fact (which says) that Teppi is fa r' 

c. gijie ne de?6 ?iberltlllMn n06k"lcc~n 

money 2SG took be ing. true you.den y.N EG 

' You cannot dcny the fact that you took the money.' 
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d. rile bii-n ?ariitj "abM ?a rocca to ne 

2SG 3SGM-ACC knew reason known.NOM be 

'The rcason (why) you knew him is known.' 

c. fbi witilt ?ilitbO] bililr"': ?ilitbo lie 

3SGF came day holiday day be 

'The clay (that) she came was a holiday. ' 

In examples (58 a, b), the complement clause is embedded under a verb of saying. In 

(58c), the construction is adnominal noun complement clause. In (58d, e), we have a 

relati ve clause. 

More generall y, in Kafi Noonoo, noun clauses can occur not just as compl eme nts of 

nouns, but also as complements of verbs or as a clausa l subject of the verb. They occur 

(at least) in the fo ll owin g environments: 

a) As subject oia clause 

59 fbi battehe gelD] ,ibcroo saahaaccc 

3SGM forgets tell. PROG true sccm. NEG 

'That he forgets does not seem true.' 

b) As object ala clause 

60 [gifo ){ ' ecco beemti-n] I' iis,! 

door open ex ist- ACC notice. I SG.PAST 

' I noticed th at the door was open.' 
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c) As complement to a IWIlII 

61 [gijjc IIC dc/ o] /ibcritillooll lI06kki{,cCJII 

money you take being.true you.deny.NEG 

'You cannot deny the fact that you took the money.' 
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Chapter Five 

Summary and Conclusion 

5.1 Summary 

Here are the possible combinations of linguistic elements in the noun phrase. 

In the preceding chapters a description was given of the constituents of the NV in Kafi 

Noonoo. A n NV in Kafi Noonoo can consist of a bare noun, or a headless NP, or a head 

noun and one or more modifying e lements. When a noun phrase has more than one 

linguistic element within a single structure, the head noun pre ferentiall y occupies the 

final position of the phrase structure. Initi al pos ition of the head is also possible, for 

emphasis; medial pos iti on is also found. 

The follo wing li st of structures is not meant to be complete. 

A) Barc 1I()1I11 - the head noun alone can constitute the N P. 

1 a. uro I, cmc-t-c 

man buy-PAST-3SGM 'The man bought.' 

b.llo becgii-t-oll 

IpL see-PAST- lpL ' We saw.' 

c. Keri hillllma-t-c 

Kero gO-PAST-3SGM 'Kero went.' 
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B) Headless NP 

2 a. 66gb waa-t-c 

big comc-PAST-3SGM 

C) Head Noun and One Constituent 

i) Quantifier + Head N 

3 a. giisccce cmmisc-na?o 

some/ fe w goat-PL 

b. gilseci'e Idlh6 

littl e salt 

ii) Demonstrative + Head N 

4 a. hin busoo 

this boy 

b.6kk eb maay6 

that thi s food 

iii) Possessive + Head N 

5 a. ta gatt06 

ISG ox 

h. miimi ?ejjil 

cow mi lk 

'The big one came. ' 

'some/few goats' 

'(a) little salt' 

' thi s boy' 

'that food' 

'my ox ' 

'(the) cow's milk' 
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iv) Adjective +Hcad N 

6 a. dalle dimgiyo 

thin elephant 

b. dimgiy6 dalloo 

elephant thin 

D) Head Noun and Two Constitucnts 

i) Possessivc + Adjective + NP 

7 a. bo gcnjii bilsoo 

3SG tall boy 

ii) Demonstrative + Numeral + NP 

8 a. hin gil ttil dangiyo 

this two elephant 

b. hin guttl-nc busoo 

thi s two-ORO boy 

E) Head and Three Constituents 

'(a) thin elephant ' 

' thin elephant' 

'her! his tall boy' 

' these two elephants' 

' this second boy' 

i) Demonstrative + Adjective + l'ossessive + NP 

9 a. hin gcnja tiI 

th is tall I SG girl 'thi s my tall daughter ' 
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F) Head and Four Constituents 

i) Demonstrative + Numeral + Adjective + Possessive + NP 

10 a. cb glHti~ne '1aat't' hi 1,'"rCddo" 

thi s two-ORO ex pensIve 3SGF garment 

'thi s, the second, expensive garment of hers' 

G) Head Noun + Relative Clause 

11 a. ne C'iinn5-t ?ita~~06 

you see-PAST go ld 'the gold you saw' 

H) Head Noun + Two or More Relative Clauses 

12 a. [yiicc;) waitt] tiro [nce!'!',) hi sigoo-n getat6] tit ",illloo ne 

yesterday came man you-to 3SGM name-ACC told my brother be 

'The man that came yesterday that to ld you his name is my brother.' 

J) Headless Relative Construction 

14 8. wa~1-t-6 ta manOO lie 

Came-3MSG·NOM my brother be 'The one who came is my brother.' 
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5.2 Conclusion 

This thesis has been concerned with the structure of N Ps in Kafi Noonoo. After an 

initial introductory chapter, chapter two di scusses the noun morphology of Kafi 

Noonoo. The bas ic classes of nominal are presented , and the phonological qualities they 

ex hibit. Thus, Kafi Noonoo nominati ves generall y end in '01 00 in masculine gender 

and ·cl cc in feminine gender. This '01 00 or -cl cc constitutes the nom inal's Final 

Vowel (FV), a vowel whi ch always occurs on th e nom in al in the phrase- final position 

but is deleted otherwi se. Case and number morphology of nominals is also examined. 

The accusati ve case is marked by -n ; the gen iti ve (optionall y) by -eea; the geniti ve 

marker ca n be reduplicated under conditions which arc not clear. Possessive pronouns 

are the same as subj ect pronouns except for tone change. Plu rals are formed with 

suffi xes -nil?'; or 0 , or (very rarely) by other methods. 

In the third chapter, nom inal heads and various types of specifiers are analyzed. 

Nomi nal s may be either s imp le or deri ved (e.g. verbal nouns) . Except fo r the use of the 

numeral 'one' as an (optional) iIldefi nite 3Iticlc, the language has no articles. 

Definit eness ca ll be ex pressed by the use of demonstrati ves or possess ive pronouns; an 

exceptional case is that or [11'6 ' the man' and ill'c ' the woman ', which would otherwise 

be Hlso 'person' . Onl y numerals have an ex pli cit form for definit e vs . indefinite. 

Concern ing quanti fiers, all quantifi ers in the language can occur with both L+COUNT) 

or [-CO UNTI nou ns. M easure phrases and Classifier phrases are al so exa mi ned. 

Chapter four studies phrasal and clausal co mpl ements of the lI ead Noun. Phrasal 

compl ements incl ude ad ject iva l, gcniti ve, and postpositional phrases. Adj ectives 

generall y occur preceding the head nou n; they can a lso foll ow the head noun for 

emph asis. Prenomi nal adj ectives do not take a FV and do not show any morphological 

agreement with th" noun; when appearing in pos tnominai position, in a headless phrase, 

or when used as a predicate adj ecti ve, the adj ecti ve does take a FV and shows case, 

number, and gender. 
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Several different types of geniti ve relations were exa mined. Among the geniti ve 

discussed, source and purpose geniti ves are tightl y bound to the head noun . They 

normall y do not all ow the insertion of any modifying clement between the geniti ve and 

the head noun. Temporal genitives hold the initi al position in relation to the other 

complement geniti ve NPs; all others follow it , in the standard sequence: Temporal -

Possessive - Locative - Purpose - Source - Head Noun. Postposi tional complements 

normall y precede their head noun. 

Regarding relati ve clau ses, NPs can be relativized in variolls pos iti ons and functions. 

There is no apparent difference between restri cti ve and non-restri cti ve relative clauses. 

The basic (but not obligatory) posit ion of relati ve clause is preceding the head nou n. 

Adnominal noun-clause complements exist, but do not show any single clearl y profiled 

grammatical stnlcture. 

The NP in Kafi Noonoo is basicall y head-fi nal. In general , there seems to be a 

consistent structural difference between structures of the form Modifier - Head 

(unmarked) and Head - Modifier (marked). In the unmarked order Modifi er - Head, 

several properties can be observed: 

a) There is no pause between Modifier and I-lead. 

b) The modifier does not take phrase-final -0 (0). 

8y contrast, in the marked order Head - Modifier, these properties are found: 

a) There is (or can be) a pause after the '-lead Noun. 

b) 80th th e Head No un and the Modifier take phrase- final -0 (0). 

c) Thi s marked order is emphatic. 

Th is argues that the marked order should be seen as an appositional structure: 

the book , the big (one) 

the house, (that) of .I ohn 

the man, (the one) who you saw yesterday 
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Consistent with thi s is also the fact that the pure juxtapositional geniti ve Gen - Head 

cannot be in verted; only the structure Gen-ccG I-lead can be in verted. Evidentl y the 

structure Gcn - I-lead represents a " ti ghter" bond than Gen-U:'; Head. 
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