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Abstract

A Survey of Rock Hewn Churches in MagéWarada North Wallo

Tsegaye Ebabey

Addis Ababa University, 2014

The rock hewn churches Magétroughly cover the time between tHeahd 14" centuriesA.D

based on traditional source$his dating is noteliable without tangible archeological sources

and future researches are expected to provide archaeological sources to discuss the detail of
their chronology.The churchesare cave and monolithidiewn rocks in type. Nobuilt up
churches are found in the Warada. The tradition of the Warada is cave oriented which might be
influenced by the nature and setting of the rocks in which the churchas\aesl

These churches aredden bemd the escarpments, mountains or hills of Magét. They are built

in the inaccessible areas of Maqgét that isolated the churches from heritage managers and
researchers. They have common and unique architectural feanckecultural heritages. The
churches are recognizelly their uniquearchitectures locally produced hand craft materials,

andby other essentianovabletreasures in many of the churches.

The architecturesf the churches resemble dominantly indigerteabnologiesThe tradition of

the Warada is claimed to be the base for the later rock hewn church development of the country,
by recognizing the churches as parts of the early Aksumite Christian tradiBosgiciously,

there are some features such as basilica styles and domes whittomadapted from the early
Byzantine Christian traditions probably introduced Bbund Musé The churches have
intangible heritages which are significafty their spiritual, sociccultural and economic

manifestations of the peophMhich need future detastudies

Despite thisthe heritagemanagement and tourism activities of the churcheschadlenged by
both natural and anthropogenic related probleriifis researchindicatedthe need of further

detail studies concerning the management and consenwaitithrese churches.
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Organization of the Thesis

This thesisA Survey of Rock Hewn Churches of Magét Waraiath Wallo,is accomplished

taking many times of preparation and process. It takes costs starting from the finding of written
literatures to the field works, analysis and discussion of the collection of the data. Regardless of
the costs | have paid during the field walniat was conducted in three term of trips, the study has
come across with new and significant discussion of the rock hewn churches ofWkigéiain
comparison with other rock hewn churches of the country.

The research is organized in to five chapté&ise First Chapter deals with the introductory of

the study and its methodological part. The general background diV#énada including the
physical, geological and economic aspects are presented in Chapter Two. The introduction of
Christianity in the ar@ and the tradition of rock hewn churches of the country are also
considered under this chapter.

Chapter Three opens one part: the presentation of rock hewn churches\Vérdda The
Fourth Chapter also deals with the discussion of the data, chronology and tradition of the rock
hewn churches is discussed in this chapter. The last chapter is designed to conclude the study and

to recommend specific issues of the rock hewn churches.

XV
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CHAPTER ONE

1.1 Introduction

The construction of churches from rodkasd become a fascinated culture during the expansion

of Christianity in Ethiopia. It is mentioned that there are some 300 rock hewn sanctuaries
distributed in Ethiopia's rugged landscapetae®nt to a religious traditionwithin these
structures are treaswref religious art, many of them in near pristine condiiaurals depicting

saints and scenes from the life of Christ; illuminated Gospels and Psalters written in Geez; and
complicated processional crosses shaped in gold and silver (Schuster 1994).

The almve numbers of the rock churches mentioned by Schuster does not show the exact number
of churcheguilt in the country since there are various unstudie# obcirches. Most of the rock
hewnchurches are built in the hills, mountains and escarpments which are more concentrated in
the northern highland areas of the country. There is variation in the way that the rock churches
detached from the main rock, the style and system of eticavand architecturesof the
churches (Gerster 1970; Schuster 1994; Phillipson 2009).

The rock hewn churches of Madétaradawere not considered by researchers. This makes the
churches isolated in the general discussion of rock hewn churches of Ethaipratated me to
do this study At the beginning, | visited some of the churches when | was attending my
elementary and high school educatiduoreover, | have a great interest to stuthesechurches

in which | can access sanctuaridshe churcheto gain adirect data of the churches.

This studydiscussesheserock churches are included under the rock hewn cave and monolithic
churchesin which the tradition is cave orientedith suspicions upon sonwhurcles All of the
churches have differences and iamities by their planningand architectural applicaticamong

thenselvesand with other rock hewn churches of the country
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1.2 Review ofLiteratures

The rock hewnchurches of Magéwaradaare neither visited by researchers nor recorded in
previous literatures which shows the gap of researichthe rock hewn churches of the ar@aly

the monastery oAbun&dAron is recorded narrowly in some literatures. The other churches are
not mentioned in any literatures even by name. Buxton (1947) has recbededme Dabréa

Q& im, excavated byAbundAron. The Monastery oAbunaAron (Aron Mankrawi), nearDabra

Q& im, is mentioned by Wright who narrowly recorded some cave churches found in Wallo
Province. Wright stated his surprising about the faegkmonastry of AbundAron as follow:

éit was pouring with rain, without being touch
there was nothing between his head and the sky. This prodigy was now recounted to
me on the spot (Wright 1957: pp93

Taddesse (1972) has indicated thhtindAron become a monk due to the presence of monastic
activities in Hayq and latter iDabra Asbo. TheAbunhad started to build a new rock hewn

church and settled himself and his follower®abra Qai in. Taddesse has stated abbétra
Q4 in as follow:

We have already seen how, after some wandering in Tigre and Lasta, Aron finally
established himself at Dabi@4a ifi. The site was on a hill overlooking the eastern bank
of the Tak&azzé on its upper couisemediately west of Lalibela. Aron and his followers
built a church and settled in what is today the theenstern corner of Beggemdir
(Taddesse 1972: p. 193)

There are also some accounts indicating about the lif&boh& Aron and the names of the
churctes he founded in addition @abra Q& i and Dabra Darét such a®abra Maryam at

Guna (Uhlig 2003). Moreover, despite the potentials of W@ r 2 fdr he development of
Community Based Taism (CBT), little is done to develdpe activity. Some insights have been
provided by Gebeyaw (2011) and Kidanemariam (2012) showing the good starting-of eco
tourism activities for the local society, though do not showing any links of the CBT with the rock
hewn churches oMaqét They partally indicated the natural and cultural potentials of the
wa r afat the development of CBT activity in the area.

There are sever al rock hewn churches in the
Dawnt. Phillipson(2009) indicates that the rock hewarches in Amhara less survived

than in Tigray. It is definitely by missing several numbers of unvisited churches in the

2
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areas of the region outside of Lasta. There is no previous works in these churches to
mention hergwhich creates a clear missing gapdtcument, conserve and promote the
churches

All over, the issue invitesaarchaeologists to add something value by assuming the
untouched and virgin issues in archaeology and heritage manag®ciehewn churches

of Ethiopia At this level, this researcbome across with the first organized survey and
documentation of the rock hewn churchesMéqét furnished bydiscussions othe
churchesn comparisorwith therock hewnchurches otasta and Tigray as well as the
un-researched rock hewn churches of tlegghboring districtsto fill the missing gaps of
research activitieef theWarada

1.3 Statement of the Problem

Despite the availability of a considerable number of rock hewn churches in the country,
the studies previously conducted are very limitedagsess all areas of the country with

rock hewn churches

Most of the previous studies conducted on rock hewn churches of Ethiopia are those of
foreigners' accounts. The studies conducted by Ethiopian researchers are very limited.
This is mainly because ddck of professionals, organized institutions and finance to run
studies on rock hewn churches of the country. As a result, it gengiféitylt to identify,

conserve and promote most of the rock hewn churches of the country.

Unlike the number of rockewnchurches in Magét, researchers do not visit and conduct a
study on the churches. The churches are not documented, conserved, promoted and
researched at all.HE types, architecturemd the current statuses of the churches are not
yet studied. The tesures found in the churches are also not documented. Moreover,
researchers' discussion of the rock hewn church tradition of the calidtnpt consider

these churches.

In nut shell, the basic problems that initiated me to conduct this study are: Firstly,is
no surveying activity conducted by researshém Magét Secondly, there is no

documentation activities performed on the rock churches oiMhe 2 Thiddly, there is
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no scholarly recommendation given upon the local conservation conducted on the rock
churches. Finally, the activities made to promotectingchesare very limited.

Under this study, the following questions aaesed:

+ How many number of rock hewn churclaefound in MagétWwarad

+ What are themajor architecturef the churches and their comparison among the
churches of th&varadaand other rock hewn churches of the country?

+ What are the existing situations to dealhwthe dating, tradition and continuity issues of
the rock hewn churches in the context of the rock hewn church tradition of the country?

1.4 Objectives of the Study

1.4.1General Objective

The core objective of this study is to carry out a pioneedagprehensive survey dn

documentation of the rock hewshurches in Magétvarada

1.4.2Specific Objectives
The specific objectives intended to achieve in the study are:

V To survey and record the robkwnchurches of th&Varada
V To discuss the origirghronologyand continuityof tradition of the rock hewn churches

of theWarada
V Tocommendhe challengesf heritage management aodnservatiorof the churches

1.5 Significanceof the Study

Research in the field of archaeology and heritage managenmw & its practical issues on the

field based on the blue print of its theoretical framework. The field of archaeology, since it is a
broad discipline, is concerned in the development of theories in heritage manaeroert

al. 1996).0f course, archaeology is both theory and practice (Hodder 1995; Lozny 2006) which
means it addresses not only the theoretical aspects and archaeological evidences in the fieldwork
but also the management and conservation issues, too @en2008). A a pioneering work,

the significance of this study is not questionable. Actually, it is done based on the theoretical
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frameworks | have learned in the classroom and by reading different writtenatzain relation
to the study

In nut shell, this studwill be very crucial for the following aspects. The study:

o Will be used as a pioneering comprehensive document about M&gétds rock hewn
churches and the cultural heritages found in the churches.
o Will be important to introduce the rock hewn churcteethe society in and abroad.

o Will provide an insighto the need of conservation activities tife endangered heritages
by integrating the professionals and the local communities' knowledge.

o Will provide a supportive idea to the origin and the cardtion of the tradition of rock
hewnchurches of the country.

o Will be important for those who watd invest inthe area to develop etourism, socie
cultural interaction and coexistenaelocal and national levels

o Will be a base for future studies for researchers and decision makers.

1.6. Scopeof the Study

Even though there are many-tesearched rock hewn churches in the neighboring districts, time
and financial issues delimited this study to be concentrated only int M&éda North Wallo.
There arevarious cultural heritages including rock and non rock hewn ancient churches,
historical battle fields, and other sodaltural heitages. But the study is looks at the rock hewn
churches of thaVarada It is concerned wit the study of 19 rock hewn churches whigre

unevenly distributed in 1Bcalities of theWwarada

The time variation of construction of the churches is not a matter for the chtwdhesncluded
under this studybased on local sourcesughly it covers from # to 14" centuryAD. The
recently built rock church of War§Vvasha Giyorgis is not included in the study due to its un
recognition by theWarada's cultural tourism office and the priesthood as a result of its
endangered situatiornt is only treated, at this level, for the purpose to show the contimfity

tradition of rock hewn churches in tkii¢drada

1.7 Limitation of the Study

The study of the rockewn churches of Magéivaradais very indispensable in relation to its

findings. Unlike this | have faced the following constraints somewhat challenged the normal
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flow of the research. Firstly, financial constraint is the major problem which affected the
effective accomplishment of the study. Regardless of the budget | had, the study demaeded th
terms of trips: the SLtrip in August/2013, the" trip b/n September & October/2013 & thé 3

trip in January 2014Though | haveeonducted these trips, | wastrocky to arrive at Yadbba
Maryam in DawntWaradawhich is said to be the rest AbunaMuseé.

Secondly, | could nogetall the necessary information of thiburches. Some church men could

not allow me to visit the tangible heritages found in the churdhesuld nd allow entering in

the church of Amsal 2 Kb rtethedleft gvwblenits app&@rediih them, at
church. It is during my third trip in January/2014 that the general data of this church has been
gathered. Some church men also didn't allow me to enter in the sanctuary. It is also forbidden to
enter the sanctuaryrfother activities after liturgy is finished.

Thirdly, the ridged mountain terrains are difficult toavelling | traveled more than 305krof
ups and downso approach eacbhurch, which for the time being tired me physically. Through
the journey, | hae faced hungerbove all, the absence of both local and research based written

sources was the core challenge of this study.
1.8 Methodology of the Study

Research design is neededfacilitatethe smoothflow of research operations, thereby making
research as efficient as possible yielding maximal information with minimal expenditure of

effort, time and money (Kothary 2004he following methodologies facilitated this study.
1.8.1 Prefield Data Acquisition

Before the beginning of the research, | have gathered the necessary data related to the study of
rock hewn churches from previous works. The related literatures are gathered from AAU
Libraries, ARCCH Museum, documents of Ma§®@tradaoffices, and reliablevebsites. This

helped me to identify whether theaeeseverabr little studies conducted in the area as well as to
identify the gaps existed in the previous literatureerAidentifying the gapsthis studyhas

been conductetb address the gaps idéied.
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1.8.2 Sampling Techniques

Sampling is one of the very important parts in the research methodologies (Sapsfiugp &

2006; Kultar 2007). It helps to control and measure the reliability of a data during the process of
investigation (Fagan 1994). The sampling technique of this study is held purposefully. The
samples of informants nominatedthin the societyand othe concerned bodiebased on the

criteria of age, sex and experiences. The informants selected based on these criteria provided
genuine data for the conduct of the study.

Unfortunately, most of my informants are males, including one female alone. Myiantéat
involve approximated participation of females is not successful. No females could be suggested
for interview during my discussiorto nominatethe informants except in the church of Aggat
Margos. It shows that the participation of females withinaff@irs of the churches is very poor.

38 informantsare selected. The informardse selected from the communities X3&ultural and
tourism officers of the area)1police members of thé&/arada(l), prisoners in case of heritages

issues (1)

Interview questionnaires are prepared and the informants interviewed through appointment. To
gain a valuable data, | was capable, systematic and ready for recording or writingThetes.

samples of rocks of each churches is taken from the expariadf the churods.

From 45localities of thew?2 r 2 tBldcalities are selected whettee rock hewn churctseof the
Waréada are unevenly distributedQabalé 04 (Dabra Karbé) 010 (Ayma), 02ZAqgat)
25 ajja), 029Hamusit) and 034 D&ankanna)have two rock hewn churches each. dabéalé
01(Kurissa) 013Warkayyd) 015Zpbé) 019Waqgéa), 028 pmipmaf), 033Estaysh) and

043 Dankann one rock hewn church is locatedeach.
1.8.3 Procedures and Instruments of Data Collection

After stating the problems of the study, procedures, instruments and methods of data collection
areto be conducted (Kothary 2004). Based on the timeline of the study, the necessary data
collection procedure is outlined and the data of the study is adlebtough intensive process

of data collection methods including observation, photographing, interview, taking notes,

recordings, and document analysis. The relevant data collection of theisttolyducted by
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using the following methods and instrumersistveying, direct observation, GPS, photomera,

interview and electronic recordings, and document analysis.
1.8.3.1Surveying

The simplest way to gain some idea of a cultu
survey (Renfrew & Bahn 2@). It is an essential process to locate, show, document and
understand the cultural heritages of the studying area. The process requires travelling on foot to
arrive in the sites. Footwork is important to gain a firsthand data (P That is why Idid

the surveyand the record bgrriving on the areas of thWwaradawhere the rock hewn churches

located

1.8.3.2Direct observation and Photographing

Observation involves watching, of course, but information from sight is supported by that
received through sensing: hearing, smelling, touching, etc (Sapsford & Jupp 2006). During direct
observation times, | have used photamera to catch up photograpifsthe studying features.

The observation was supported by taking series notes. Through photographing, | have gathered

significant data which was missed or forgotten by other means.
1.8.3.3GPS

GPS is an important instrument for archaeologists to medbarcation of a certain site. It
helps to locate and record the elevation and the UTM coordination of sites under study
(Wiseman 2007). | have recorded all sites under the study. For this, | held enough batteries

capable to charge the GPS.
1.8.3.4Document Analysis

While deciding about the method of data collection to be used for the study, the researcher
should keep in mind two types of data: primary and secondary (Kothary, 2004), essentially
treated in this study. For a deep understanding of ttryisig issue, related written materials

such as books, articles, journals, etc, and the primary data gathered in the field work are

composed and analyzed.
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1.8.4Data Analysis Procedures

The data, after collection, has to be processed and analyzed in accordance with the outline laid
down for the purpose at the time of developing the research plan (Kothary 2004). Having this
understanding and based on the work plan, | analyzetbtleeteddata by using qualitativeata

analyzing method
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CHAPTER TWO

2. PRESENTATION OF THE STUDY AREA

Assessing the general issuestloé natural and environmental settimfsMagét the historical
background, the socicultural and economiectivities of the people; and the introduction and
expansion of Christianityin turn, which acceleratedhe development of rock hewn church
constructionof the country has greatrelevance tadraw a clear picture of the study of rock
hewn churches of th&/arédda These issues have directly or indirectly related impacbs the
settlement of the people, the introduction and expansion of Christianity and the beginning of the
rock hewn church building in th&/arada.

2.1 Natural and Environmental Settings ofthe Area

2.1.1Physical Setting of the Area

Maqgét Warada (also called Shadake@lagét) is one of the ten districts of North Wallo
Administrative Zone, in Amhara National Regional State. It is bordered by eight districts:
Gubbalafto and h@bdeaanstdi slLtaryi cGasypinnt tand Tach G
Bugpna and Lasta districts in theorth as well as Wadla and Datwdistricts in the south. The

area of thewaradacovers 191,148 hectarels.is located at 660kms north of Addis Ababa,

220kms nortkeast of Bahr Dar, 14kms west of Waldiya(the zonal capital), and 90kms south

west of Lalibeld

It has 45 rural and two urban localitie$he localities oKurisa (01), Dabra Karbg04), Ayma

(010), Warkayya (013)Zobé (015), Wagéa (019), Aqqat(022), " pmipmat (028), ajja (025),
Hamusit(029), Estaysh(033), Dank&nna034) and Boya (043) arethe study siteslt has small

t owns i ncl (the capitgl towrpdf thétydradg, Garagargthe second urbagabalé)

Agrit, Dabra Zabi, Waqéa, Arbit, Aqgat, bmibma t Boya, Epbpstahickdie and K
found alongWaldiy-Dabra Tabor road athe Chinese Roadas it is called locallyThe other

small townsD b b b b k k a@jja, le aldng the roadhat runsfrom Gashéna (a town in Wadla
Waradalies alongthe Chinese Roado Lalibela.

'YaMgetWr * da Mast awéhfgtb®a Wameask Ena | nfodtwma tdiao nASD gsakl ,a yi Y& kMt a, 0 ( Fe
ZyaMsgetWr $ d a Y@ Comimurdcatisnt Gudayo elfatbét Ya Midaya Masfafiya Ena Lematsya r a  Hi Waart2 d dilYidn
Gekedba(Fel aqit,-22003 E.C.), pp. 1
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Map of Magétwarada
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Fig. 2.1 Map of Maqgét Warada (Source: N. Wollo GIS Officer)

Maqgét is dissectedoy enornous mountains, hills, plains and gorgds has an impressive and
rugged topgraphical setting (McCann 1993ts 65% of landscape is rugged, 28% is plain and
7% is mountainous. The Higst elevation is about 3,589 ars.l. in the eastern corner of the
Waradg and the lowest altitude is 1474 asl, along its adjacent districts @asta& Bugpna, in

the valley of Takkazzé RivérMost of the altitude of th&Varadarangesbetween 2,500 and
3200 ma.s.l(Asefa 1989).

The Waradais characterized by chains of highds,thatr un fr om B2 gg®mdbpbpr
throughDéabra-Zabt to the eastern corner of Magét as far as Yajjutamd t he thRed of
as far as Wadla arldalanta Cacaho, one of poldally the most important centbetween North

Wal 1l o and i8&bgde@atconnectemagét and Gorar (Crummey 1975)The soil

types are consisted of cambisols, vertisols, lithosols, nethosols, regosols, asdrfack.The first

three types of soils are the most dominant covering 57.75%, 15.84% and 11.05% of the total soil
types of thewarada,respectively. The agrecological zones can be divided indéga (3000
3589ma.s.l),waynadaga(20003000m.a.s.l), andolla (1000-2000m.a.s.l.). The area is existed

fvya waradalin G2aketa,o (Felagit, 2003 E.C.), p. 1.
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in the temperate and highland zones covering 55% & 20% of theegrogical zones of the
Warada, respectively: Based on the data | have taken during field work, the rock churches
included in this study are foundte=en the elevation of B® and 3100m a.s.l. Most of theare
found in thewayna dagéemperate zone of th&/arada.

The temperature of the&/aradaranges between 120°C. The rainfall also ranges between 700
1000mms. The major rivers of thgarada Daramo, otabar, & Wuha, Dansa, Waynartam and
BaréMataca are tributaries of Takkazzé River that flows across the adjacent areas of Magét,
Bugpna and Lasta. There are also perennial andpeoennial rivers as well as more than 35

natural sprigs (Assaf1989). The forest coverage is 13,400 hectares, 7% of the total area of the
Warada The existingforest is unevenly distributed in some localities such as RDBhkéana,
Anjab, Dabra Kar EGhese @éab a@thinatadma D2 b
by indigenous trees which are mainly protected by the Ethiopian Orthodox Chimctinesr

Qay Afar, aj j a,

yards.

No | The names of Indigenous Trees ifiAmharic) Scientific Name

1 Anfar Buddleja polystachya
2 Azamr Bersama abyssinica
3 Bpsana Croton macrostachys
4 Epmpbs Allophylus abyssinicus
5 Kpt kpt a Dodonea viscose

6 Kosso Hagenia abyssinica
7 N2 | pl o Vernonia hochstetteri
8 Qar 2 S Osyris compressa

9 Qurqgura Ziziphus spinghristi
10 [Gol a Ficus carica

11 |[S pb gqencat Prunus africanus

12 | Wanza Cordia Africana

13 [ Warka Ficus vasta

14 | Wayra Olea Africana

15 | Ya habashk p d Juniperus procera
16 |Zpgba Podocarpus falcatus

Table 2.1 Somenidigenous trees with their identified scientific names found in Magét Warg&aurce: Ya

MsgetWer sda Y2 T2 f @& SAgagambY@skra lidatEWadl Graps)

“Ibid.

*YaMgetWr “da AS2qgal ay G3keta, ¢
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There are also several grass types grown in Whigdda such assanbalé& (Cymbopogon
commutatup sardo (Agrostis semiverticillath mujja (Snowdenia polystachyagay-sar (Beta
vulgaris and gpca (Cyperus dischrostachyus(Tesfaye 2013).Sanbal& (Cymbopogon
commutatupis the most important grass type used for sheltering.

2.1.2Geological Nature of the Area

The geological nature of the area has left its greater impabeaoncentration of rock churches

in the Northern part of Ethiopia. The presence of basaltic and sedimentary rocks in the area
became the focus of churchmenhwnchurchedn these rocks. The existence of different rock
churches: both rock hewn and built up churches are prepared mainly in these types of rocks. The
different built up cave churches and rock hewn cave and monolithic churches in Lalibela, for

example, are evidenden various literatures.

No previous works are presented indicating the geological nature of treimogkich the rock
churches of Magét are built. Despite that, | thinkputting somedescriptionson the nature of
the rocksof the churches is sigmifant to understanathy many numbers of rock hewn churches
are located inMagét to consider themanner of the excavation processd to assess the

weathering impacts on the monuments of the churetiteish isdiscussed in the next chapters.

| have brouft some samples of rocks froemternal part othe churches and they are identified

by Dr Alemseged BeldaddsAccording to him, the rocks of the churche$ Magét are
sedimentary rocks dominantly mglastic or welded white askggimbrite) and sandstorrecks.
Sandstone sedimentary rock is a clastic sedimentary rock composed mainly of different sand
sized minerals or rock grains. They form when sand layers are buried under sediments
composed of quartz, feldspar, calcite and iron oxidlegy can be whitegrey, pink, red, brown

or black.Sandstone is a very widespread andAketiwn sedimentary rogiBlatt etal. 1980).

Among the rock churchesf Magét Wardda Nazugn Maryam is built from a sandstone
sedimentary rock, consolidated fraguartz, mica and tiny particle#t is a redish, shiny and
highly weathered sedimentary rock. It is similar in some parts with the rock color and form of

Lalibela rock hewn churche¥he other rock hewn churches are built from a welded or white ash

% Dr. Alemseged Beldadd®ersonal Comm.), Henows the rocks easily.
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ignimbrite rock! It is synonymous with flood tuff, welded tuff, white asflow tuff and
pyroclastic flow deposit, which are the most deadly expressions of volcadgisimbrites may
be white, greypink, beige, brown or black depending on their composition and de€Bdtl et
al. 1980).

The rocks of Ab?2k?2 nachédhéswe weathéred@rey ignimbrisda. Thea m
rocks of other churchesuch as in the churches of Addis Amba Madhané Adénth Yadoga

Abbo arelessweathered white ash rocHs general, both types of these sedimentary rocks might
furnish the opportunityo the excavation of many numbers of churches inMéeada

Fig.2.2 (I) a red sandstone rock from Nazugn Maryam church; ignimbrite rocks from the churches of
AbakanaAbbo(fig.2.21 | ) , G pamdfig. 2.MiH)r&Yadoga Abbo(fig.2.2V)

" Dr. Alemseged Beldados (Per. Comm.)
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2.2 Economic Activities of theWarada

The major economic activity of the people is agriculture based on subsisted mixed farming

on 49,450 hectares of cultivable land and 15,152 hectares of grazing land3/¢érhea It has
6,312 hectares of irrigation potentials but still only 378 &exis irrigated Farmingis mainly
depended on rainfall, between June and September the#{dr@areceived the main rainfall.
The farmers performed both crop production and livestock herding. Wheat, baaify,
sorghum, maize, lentils, peas, beanaxfand chickpeas are widely produced. Barley, locally
calledy 2 e h p (kingroficipps)s is the chief crop of the highlanders. It has multipurpose for
the preparation aénjara, dabbdbread) bassoandkorafé(local beer)Tesfaye 2013).

In the waynadagaareas wheat, barleyéff, beans, peas, lentils and linseed are major crops. In
the golla areas sorghumeéff, chickpeasguayya(vicia sativg, maize, and whedit has a great
meanings and function IBOTC) are grown (Tesfaye 2013). The harvesting time ofitégada

is from October to Januariyrhe farmershave a unique respect for the activities of threshing
floor. It is not allowed to enter in the threshing floor wearing a shoe. The females prepared

specialfood, agmageripi, during threshingFemalesare not allowed to enter in the floor.

Eucalyptus trees for commercial purpose, construction of house and firewood consumption is
common in the highlanders. Thgarédais now the main source of construction wdodsellto

the areas of Waldiya and Md§dTesfaye 2013). There is also natdrahklins censing tree and
precious stone (opal) and gypsum, sand deposits and gold which are not still much eploited.
Cattles, sheep, goats, donkeys, and horses are foeimportant livestock of th&varada The

highland areas are suitable for sheep herding where as the lowland areas are conducive for goat

herding. Moreover the arémalso conducive for bee hing (Gebeyaw 2011).

No Livestock Category Quantities in No
Cattle 154,426
Sheep 130,174
Goat 103,493

Donkey 16,793
Horse 5,456
Mule 1,153
Beehives 9,389
Table 2.2 Estimated number of Livestocks of the Warada in 2011(Source: MWGAC, February 2011)

8ya MBgetWer $ d a Y @ ConfmonicatisntGudayo ehfatbétii Y2  Wa r a2 d g loi n( F@d raeqtia ,-2 200 3
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Trading is conducted based @feven customized markets. The major markets with a long
history of establishment are G2rag?ara, Dufti,
many markets different in terms of their size and the commodities displayed. Most of the markets

are established along th€hinese Roadnd Gashanaalibelaroad Garagara is the chief market

of the Waraddaconducted weekly on Saturday. G oilseeds, honey productsttien, clothes,
fruits, cattl e, sheep, goat s, pack ani mal s, a
and it is the most important market where highlanders and lowlanders (mostly Musias)

(Tesfaye 2013). Most of the market crops are sedpfrom Gojjam, particularly in summer
times.Dagussaa new crop for the people of Magét, is brought from Gojjam in the late 1980s. It

is introduced due to the insufficient crop production ofW#rada(Davice 2001).

Craft work in theWaréada includes waving, pottery, iron smelting, leather making, cloth
designing andmaking of local single stringed violin that is used by minstri¥&aving is
dominaed by Muslims of the lowlandersoRery is conducted by women tife lowlanders in
thel ocal i t b mlskaigfQapAfdn, Gulgé, Gafat Amba, andlgo. Minstrelsy is also
one of the means of income for the livelihood of the families of minstrels oiMé€ida
Basically, Ashenafi(1975) stated thaminstrelsy isa semiprofessional Ethiopian musiciamr o
music craftsmafivoman by azmari (a minstrel). Government service ithe other economic
activity of town dwellers Trading, craft work and government service involve 10% of the

population oMagét

Despite, the agricultural economicactivity of Maqgét is facing from ecurrent problems of
rainfall, cattle and crop diseasasd drought (Kidanemariam 2012). The craft technology is not
well developed, because the activity was considering being the jobs of some specific groups.
Now some attempts are made toateecawareness and to improve the craft technology to support
the livelihood development of th&aradasupported by th&varadas admnistration and foreign
projects(JaRco Consulting 2002008).

2.3 Distribution of Rock Hewn Churches in Ethiopia

The rock lewn churches of Ethiopia are unevenly distributed to different areas of the country.
Most ofthemare concentrated ifté northern part and decreasingly retxhhe centrpart of

Ethiopia. The rock hewrhurches of Magét are parts of the northern concentration. This is
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mainly related with the early introduction of Christianity to the area faellitated the
development ofan existedtradition of the country. The related issues about the origin and
tradtion of rock hewn church in Ethiopia are necessarily discussed as follow.

2.3.1The Introduction and Expansionof Christianity in the Country

Various sources narratéde introduction ofhristianity in to Ethiopia in thecentury through
trading relations with Middle East, with the arrival of Frumentius (a Christian from Tyre), the
later AbunaSéalama and the firsighop of Ethiopia (Marcus 1994; Aplleyard 2007).

It has long been recognized th@hristianity became astae religion in the # century A.D
following the conversion of King Ezapavhose expansion beyond Takk&zRiver credited
evangelizationSergew 1972)The way how Christianity entered in to Ethiopia was the major
weapon for its exparsin. Unlike GreceRoman,where Christians suffered persecution from the
ruling classjt was introduced and expanded through the officials, essentiadly downprocess
(Sergew 1972Aplleyard 2007 Phillipson 2009. It is confirmed that credited expansion of
Christianity and monastic life was conducted in Ethiolpyethe coming of the group of Monks,
the Nine Saints who probably came to escapseoetion in Rome (Sergew 1973undkler &
Steed 2004).

It is stated that themajor evangelization activity in to the aseof Lasta was conductedring

the reign of King Kaléb.r the area of Lastahe churches oBplbala Qirqos, Blbala Giyorgis,

and Sarzina Michael are believed to be buiiting this time Natnael 2012)The expansion of

the highland Christian Kingdorand monastic lifeaccelerated the activity in to Amhara and
Shawa.Eiyyasus Mo'a(centered Btabrd Hayq) who adapted monastic life from the abbots of

Dabra Damo, AbunaTaklahaymanot of th®dbraAs bo and B?2 ktdok ihe rdost Mi ¢ h a

important evangeliz@an in different parts of Ethiopia(Taddesse 1972).
2.3.1.1Christianity in Maqgét: Evangelization Activity of Abund Musé and Abuna Aron

Taddesse(1972) stated the evangelization of the people of Magét was held in the 14thcentury
A.D by Aron, di s c i pDespiteghispafitioBaf soutcesaracgtheMirivalh a e | .
of Christianity in this arean the 4th century A.D.Gadla Abuna Musie, unstudied local

manuscript found in the church of Addis AmbidhanéAlam (one of the sites of this study)
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staed AbundMuséwas the second bishop of EthiopBut thereare no other reliablesources

aboutAbundMuséin the listof Ethiopian bishop order It is stated thafbundaSalamathe first

bishop of Ethiopiawas succeeded by Bishop Minas who came from E@@btiopian Orthodox
Church 1997Lule 200§.

But theg 2 dnarratesthat AbundaMusé was a pope and lpeeached Christianity, destroyed
idolatries and builimore than 40 revealeghd 40 unrevealetbck churchesn Magét and other
areasMost of the rock hewn churche$ Magétarestated tabe built byAbunaMusé®  So, at
this level, it is difficult to ignore the? d [githce it is not studie@dnd at the same time, it is
difficult to accepthe previous workf Bishoplist of Ethiopia.Future researches will solve this
problem, becausé& may be due to researchpg

Great attention is given for Abuna Aron wtamk the important evangelization in different parts

of North Ethiopiain the 14" century A.D(Taddesse 1972). According to local traditions, Abuna
Aron was born on March 7, 1255 in a place called Bétalhém,imikione of the rectification
centers of liturgy in EOTC in the district@fay b nt among wrhite anfl Zagwel i e s
kings!° BirhaneMeskel Desta (1958) indicated that Abuna Aron was the son of King Lalibela's

uncle, Gabra Masqal.

After attendingchurch education, Aron received monkhood and went to Tigray and Lasta. While

he was in Lalibela, a blind person showdbra Darét that Aron would residedbundAron

came with many pupils to the mountain where he excavated his first chdp@but Q& iri.**

Centered aDabra Q4 in, AbundAron was conflicted with King Sayfar'ed (r.13141371). The

king exiled Aron as far as Awash Riyan his activity of making the king'daughtera monk.

While AbunaAron returns from exile, he preached Christignit a c r 0 s s ttahtlwoughi ver
Dawunt and Wadla and he settledCdibra Darétwhere he received ajreat fame among the

people ofAsasaMagét and Gambia (Taddesse 1972).

Miraculously Aron isrememberedhat hehad stopped the sun while it was sefton his way to

Dabra Qai in and he anathematized the sunP ¢ »” % ", meaning "You blamed me like a

° Gadla AbundVusé; Informants:QésAbba Haila Gabriel
10 |nformants QésBitaw Waldé
" Informant QésBitaw Waldé
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man" to memory his exiled life, still that place is called Ancffra place wher®asGugsa and
RasTéafari had fought in 1930 (Bahru 2002here is no written sources about the Three Virgins

who arebelieved tohavebui | t Qur aqur a Mar yam a moyamGud K a wi t
said to built Abdkana AbbdVlyths mentions thg came from Jerusalem and Egyptpreach
Christianityin Ethiopia in tke 4" centuryA.D.

2.3.20rigin and Expansionof Rock Hewn Church Tradition in the Country

The tradition of excavation of monuments from a living rock has a long history in Ethiopia. It
may trace back to the time when people resided in caves (Pankhurst 1973). &uritifawous

religious activities the tradition is developed with the expansionof Christianity. The
development of rock church excavation has passed several centuries, roughly ranges between the
4™ and 18 centuriesA.D (Gerster 1970; Buxton 1971). The tradition has been developed within
special character and it is still now in practice (Finneran 2011).

As different studies indicated, the rock hewn churches of Ethiopia are more concentrated in the
Northern part. His concentrationand its tradition inthe countrycan be associated with the
introduction and expansion of Christianity and the landscape setting of the country which is

mainly inaccessible, suited to the teaching of Christiaagglaborated as follow.

Firstly, Christianity was introduced and expanded through northern part of the country. Due to
this, various rock hewn churches are built in the northern part of the coungybdlieved that

the church of Aks m pykn Maryam, which is destroyed by Ahmé&dagn in the 18" century

A.D, was built following the conversion of King Ezana (Buxton & Mathews 1971). It was also
through northern parts that the Nine Saints arrived who played an important role for the

expansion of monasteries in inaccessible areas.

Secondly,it is related withBiblical conceptghat has influenced the building of many churches
in the inaccessible areas of Nath Ethiopia. The physical ups and down hardship ways to
reach in the church is symbolized with biblical versions that terinthe Heavenly Kingdom, it

needs to cope with the up and down difficulty of spiritual life (Mengistu 2004; Finneran 2004).

12 |nformant: DiaconTaddassa Waday
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The Biblical event at the mount @fabré Tabor isan exemplary reference for the building of
many churches at the top or aroundumtains and hills:...that He took Peter, John and James

and went up on the mountain to pray. ...as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to Jesus,
"Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for
Moses and one for Elijah .. Hence, the highland®f northern Ethiopia,which are
characterized by hills, mountains and escarpments were preferable bglitheus fathers
inhabitation

The tradition of excavating churches from a living rock also caadseciated with Biblical
versions that considerably influenced the tradition, as it is quoted in the New Testament:

"And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid in his
own new tomb which he hdwn out of the rockand he rolled a great stone to the door of
the sepulcher, and departed." (Math, 37-61).

Using rock hewn ozes for burial site of Christian rulers was a common traditio&thiopia
mainly after the & centuryA.D. Rock tombs of Christian Kirsy for instance, are found in
Aksum, though they are not dated. Ttriadition was not limited with burial siteBurnished by
the huge availability of excavated rocks of Northern Ethiopia, the traditioddaelo®d to the
hewingof wide chapels for praying umtheir death. Later it has been evolving in to the building

of extended churches.

Thirdly, the nature of Monastic lifevhich is followed by the praying of Jesus Christ in the
wilderness, at the monastery of Coritftis another factor which latter haseveactivated by
hermits and monks. Monks or hermits in Ethiopia had chose solitary caves to achieve their
religious duties without disturbance which later changed in to monasteries (Ethiopia Orthodox
Church 1997). In the context of EOT@adam(monastery)s essentially a sacred place far from
human settlements and is the place where only monks, hermits and virgins lived. That is why

most of the monasteries are established in the remote or inaccessible areas.

Fourthly, the availability of excavatingpcksin the area alsmight contributed for the expansion

of rock churches irthe area (Mengistu 2004). The durability nature of the rocks relied the

18 uke 9:2833
14 Luke 4:23
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interests of the builders than depending on masonry buildings. As a result, rock church building
became a fascated activity in the northern part of Ethiopia.

Moreover, political factors might have played significant role in the establishment of churches in
difficult environments. The invasion of the Bejas in tffec@nturyA.D and the forces of the
Muslims in the § centuryA.D influenced the built of churches in hidden and inaccessible areas,
to save the properties of the churches from destruction (Trimingham 1952; Sergew 1972).

As it is sated, the up and down natureEthiopian highlands have played an important part in
the countryodos political and cultural history
the rock church traditions of the country. As a whole, the northern highland area, which is
characterized byills, mountains and escarpments, has influenced the expansion of monasteries
and distribution of churches in the country including the rock hewn churches of Wagg&da

In addition to the cases of the northern concentration of the rock hewn chur¢chesotintry,

the skills and features applied on the churches are parts of the origin and tradition of rock hewn
churches that needs consideration. Though it needs critical investigation, Buxton (1971) has
indicated the integration of outside elements @larith the introduction of Christianity on the

rock church architectures of Ethiopibased on the contacts Ethiopia had with the Christian

World. He traces the origin of the tradition to Syria, Egypt and Nubia.

More impotantly, the affinities of Prksumite architectural features are employed in the early
and later churctee The Pre Aksmite monolithic stele features amgonkey headémainly of
wooden) and horizontal beano$ doors and windows, which aresandwich typea layer of

wood and stone, arée very common tradition of rock hewn churches of Ethiopia. The culture

of sanctuary to the east end of a building of the rock churches was also existed before the
introduction of Christianity in to Ethiopia, such as at YeBaxton 1971;Pearce 1970). The
tradition is uniqugrom rock churcheshat existed in the outside world such as at Cappadocia,
Turkey (Pearce 1970).

The rock hewn churchessemble the influence of the Aksite period than the outside one. The
later times such as, the period of Zagiymasty accomplishes apex of rock chuhelwing that

developed from the earliest periods. The reconstruction of tg@aliChurch of Ake m pykn
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by Buxton and Mathews (1974) and the comparison made with Bétd Madhané Alam at Lalibela
accredited this scenario.

The built up church of Y i ton D&beirDarimo Klonasgsetyo s a |
(Beckingham & Huntingford 1961, Buxton 1971). This churcépalesembleso Immakkina

Madhané Alam in Lastavarada (Natnael 2012). The most influence belongs to indigenous
tradition than the introduced elements as it is stated as follow:

Neither in Lalibela nor in Tigre has there been found any evidences tharfaverkmen
were involved in hewing churches from rock mountains. They are unique in situation, in
design and art of worland they are uniquely Ethiopigdager & Pearce, 1974, p. 108).

Despite of the absence of previous investigations of churches in Mkigé&tudy has indicated
that the establishment of the rock hewn churches o¥Magidais directly or indirectly related
with the above mentioned points. Little is mentioned about the rock hewn chukblui@édAron

by Wright (1957)whosedescription hints some architectural features of the church by relating
with the rock hewn churches of Lasta. The chunas built during the Solomonic Dynasty;
hence itwasbuilt based on the ré&«chewn church tradition of pr8olomonicperiod In general

the origin andtradition of the rockchurches of theVarada provide a great scenario to the

general discussion of rock hewn church tradition of the country

2.3.3 Internal Divisions of Churches in the Tradition of Ethiopian Orthodox
T2 wa hGhurah (EOTC)

Commonly, a churclban be internally divided in to three categor@$ n ® nithehcha®ting
place),qg p dtd(boty) andg p d d p s t 2 (hayilhdliesy. &he first internal part of churches
istheqg p n ® nilze wibdeBtipart, where hynns, poems and ecclesiastical song of praise by

priests, choir and choir leaders are performed..

The middle chamber of the church is tipdp d dwiheset the Holy Communion is given to the
believers by the priests. At this part deacons chanted Psalms daf, and priests read the
Gospel during liturgical time. The last and the inner most part of the church gsfpthd d p st 2

g p d u whene the Ark of the Covenant resided. Here, only mass can be performed. No song
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materials such as drum and sistrum can be uséaei liturgical activities. This part is the most
sacred and only priests can access it.

In addition to these parts, many of the rock churches of Ethiopia have extra partsguyztbas a t 2
mariola'et(between the holy and the holy of holies) and prapads. There are camonly three

doors in the east, north and south, entrances of priests, lagnterfemales, respectively
Moreover, the churches in Ethiopia can be divided ig&dam, dabr andgéar, based on their
status given from the higher churchnadistration centre. This division can be based on the
number of believers, the spiritual activities given and the administrative level of the churches.
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CHAPTER THREE
3. PRESENTATION OF THE DATA

3.1Introducing the Rock Hewn Churchesof Magét

There arel9 rock hewn churches registeneaimelyunder the Culture and Tourism Office of the
Magét Warada The names of the rock hewn churchibeir localitiesand theiradministrative

statusare introduced in the table belpand their geographitdistribution map is inserted in the

next page, which help tpproach the next presentation and discussion. parts

Dabra Q4 ii Maryam  DabraKéarbe dabr Addis Amba Madhane Alam  \Waqéa dabr & gadam
2 AbunéAron Méankrawi " dabr &gadam 12 ~ ambagot Madhané Alim  Aqaat dabr
3 Gpbkawit . Dankanna gaar 13 Aqgat Marqos " "
4 Quragura Maryam " " 14 Gpbrar Marya Boya gaiar
5  Abakana Abbo Estaysh " 15 Z b jMaryam " pmipmat déabr
6 Nazugn Maryam Aymat dabr 16 Dabra Sina Maryam " ajja gaiar
7 A' e mdlaké $ " gaar 17 Yadoga Abbo " "
8 Béta Hara Eiyyasus  Kurissa " 18 Dufti Gabriel Hamusit "
9 Washa Michael Warkayya " 19 Dufti Madhané Alam " dabr

10 Dasnja Madhané Alam Zbbhé "
Table 3.1 The rock hewn churclsgfound in Magét Wardda(Sourcera Magét Waradaahlna Tourism Biro, andimproved

The rock hewn churches are unevenly distributed to different ardd&qwt Theyare located in

the inaccessibleemote areas. Most dfiemare builtwithin and aroundescarpments, hills and
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mountains. The churches bebraQa iiMar yam, Gbbkawit MibtaSina Gpr ar
Maryama nd Z b | | d&e ekbdmples afrthe churches built along escarpmehésrdck cut

church ofAbunéAron is a good example which is built on a marvelous mountaimb&got
M&@dhan® Al 2&m and Amsal ? Kbprstos are also ano
churches built relatively at stable environment such as Nazugraleand Abdkana Abbo.

Rock Hewn Churches of Mekiet Wereda N

Legend
- Ethio_Regions

E Amhara_Woreda
Church_Mekiet_Woreda 10, Akat Markos

FID_, Name <= 11, Zijie MarYam
<= 1, Abune Aron =+ 12, Debre Sina MarYam
2, Debre Ketin 13, Girar MarYam
<= 3 Nazugn MarYam 14, KuraKura MarYam
=+ 4 Aemad Silassie <~ 15, Yedoga Abbo
< 5, Bete Hara Eyesus -~ 16, Gibtsawit Abbo
- 6,AddisAmba MedhaneAlem = 17, Abekena Abbo
0 4375 875 1,750 =+ 7, Washa Mikael -+ 18, Amsale Kirstos MedhaneAlem
[ KM + 8 DasnjaMedhaneAlem 4 19, Dufti Gebriel
<= 9, Tembekot MedhaneAlem - Mekiet Wereda

Fig.3.1 Distribution map of Rock Hewn Churches of Magét Warad&ource: Own survey and work)
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3.2 Presentation of the Rock Hewn Churches

3.2.1DabraQai in Maryam

The cave church obabra Q4 i Maryam islocatedin 04 gabalé (Dabra Karbépf Magét

Wéaradaat a di stance of 1.7tkakes 1:30 doutnfoe noheobAgrit,@a f F D | &
small town alongthe Chinese RoadThe church idocated at elevation of 2747@s.l. with

0464777 E & 1307563 N UTM coordinates.

As its nane indicatesDabra Q4 ini (Q4& ifi, a term derived fronGe'ezword to mean very thin)

is established at a very thin and narrow tip of cliff which has relatively a rectangular shape,
having a semmonolithic face, surrounded by cliffs except in the southern side. The cliff is
dominated by white ash mgmbrite rock, asily excavatedock. The areaof the churchis
characterized by delightful landscape settingt is covered by trees such gs* ha b Hds ha K
(Juniperus procera), enpb (Allophylus abyssinicusvayra(Olea Africana) bushes and flowers

which make it veryattractive especially in September and Octobéere are some housdtie

to the north of the church.

Fig.3.2 The environs of Dabra (dr Maryam, southwestern viewof the church(photo, sep. 2013)

15 All of the pictures inserted in thiesearchare taken during my field wotketween Sep. & Oct./201%18e
photos of Amsal2 Kprstos M2 dhdchurcRes dutsitlenof tleelwérdda usedingdhe d ot he
discussion are taken during my 8ip in Jan./2014
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This church is built byAbunaAron before he was exiled in to Awash River (Taddesse 1972).
After AbunaAron settled aiDabra Darét, the cave obabra Q& ini did not further servas a
churd. It is reestablished in 2004. Itasiministered under the MonasteryAdfunéAron.'®

The exteior roof of the church is covered by plaster due to the infiltration of water in to the
church. The church has entrance in its western and eastern wings of thelrclitie north
eastern side ahe church, there is a storey, whistserved a8étalhém It hasone window and

two doors Internally it has also a scaffold The church is already renewed and expanded.
Because, it was a chapel AbundAron before he started construction of a churctbabra
Darét.But some parts of the roof and southerrt pathe nave's wall is not renewed.

The chanting place is accessedthe west or in the eastern pawt the church The holy is
separated from the chantingape by two arch shaped columm#hich areconnected by doors
made oflaméra (iron). The sanctuay is separatedrom the holy by newly builtwall by
connecting the endangered columns. It haslameéradoors. There is one column in the nave
and the other one is removédhlike the church aD&bra Darét, no significant features are found
in this churd.

3.22 Dabra Aron Mankrawi

The site of Abun&Aron Monastery is found in 0Odabalé(Dabra Karb§ of the Warada,19kms
to the west o f Fplaqgqit. It takes some 25
landscapge to the north ofDabra Q& in Maryam. This church is located aflevation of
2713m.a.s.l. with04658B0 E & 1309086 N UTM @ordination. It is built from a wite ash

ignimbrite rock, easilgxcavated sedimentary rock.

The mount of the church is beautified by itelightful landscape s@tg surrounded by

escarpmentshanged overlooking the lowland$ Takkazzé River as far as Bu and Lasta

The mountain is abysmal with up and down series of hills at the top. It is covered by a dense

forest dominated by trees suchya$ h b a pds(Jurperus procery wayra (Olea Africana),
embs (Allophylus abyssinicus), tglehus retinorrhoel qulqual Euphorbia abyssinica gaga

(Rosa abyssinica), pikptta (Dodonaea anguistifolia), gaka ©Osyris quadripartita),

18 Informant: Priest Bitaw Waldénterviewed on: 9/9/2013
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embac@Rumex nervosls etc. anddifferent bushes and flowers. In the forest and the
escarpments, different wild animals such as a group of monkeys, apes, tigers, and birds live.

The church is found at the endaifountain seriewhichis calledDabra Darét overlooking the
western banlof Tékkézzé on its upper course immediately west of Lalibélas very far from
villages, which areunevenlysettled underneath of the mountain. The burial itesthin the
compound of the churclare covered by stone and soil and planted trees suajulgsal
(Euphorbia abyssiniga There are some grass sheltdsadal housesserved for monks' chapel

Fig.3.3(I) South easern view of the church; fig.3.@l) the entrance in to theanteroom

According toGadla AbundAron, thechurch is built byAbun&dAron afterhereturned back from
exile to Awash River by King & Ar'edin the 14" centuryA.D. The administration ofhe
church includes the cave church@dbra Q4 i Maryam and the newlynasonry church of St.
Holy Trinity situatedsouth ofAbun@aAron Church. Only males can access the churchbaina
Aron of the Dabra Darét'® which is a common tradition in the EOTC. Females stay at the

church of St. Holy Trinity and they can vi€&bra Q& in.

The access to the churchusing one entrancén the southern side. It leads aoanteroom that
has partially opened roothe biggest type ofs p q d°rir? this aperture water droplets has

enteredandinfiltratedin to souh-eastern ground of the church. The opening is widened due to

7 Burial sitesof the rock hewn churches are prepared either sheltered by grass or iron sheets or not sheltered. Tharsheltered
more nearedturialsto the churches indicatelde upper echelons of socieatythe servants of the churchesidg their lifetime.
'8 Informant: Priest Bitaw Waldénterviewed on: 11/9/2013

S b q usra®&edez term to meaaperturethat can enter light in to a sanctuary
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the problems it faced in different times andsipartially shelteretby grass to protect the rainfall
droplets on the alrch. After the anteroom, the house of treasures (a storey) argEt@émor
B®t 2 E @ép(the Hows® df God) are founifihe external wall ofhe church, facing after the
elapsed vestibules maintainedby stone and mud. There ateubledtimber doorwayseparated
by timberarch shape standing supportsr to approacthe congregation of the church.

Internally, the church resembles solmé unique and important architectural features. Ghe n ®
mabhlét(the chanting place) is the part where the amazing feature of thesrpoj uthe®seécond
apertureis found.It is served as a passage of sunlighto the church. There iso rain droplets
enter in to the church through thep q uThi8 feature (the p q dis stated in th&adla Abuna
Aron as follow:

"I Guy Pbli OZnOSNB SCAUT Zo DA /i i6Z WEQIk k Pb o

oY PuyF Nk UANT DX I bbbl yOKKgSHUjk I PI 60

DG | By EEOFH PS5 i jjnkk &S

chokal GijSGCOOSNa1OzZkyOFgkqgAkn NG gs1 Dén

yOb s AQkOhY8Y Kk Pk UDZ fink &4 kK Dzy 60

] 60mK | OGP BUYPuYT 2o

o]l
—>

Translatiore In thes p g wfrthie thapel, rain droplet never enters except the light of sun unto the end

of this world. And we have to say this thing is amazing and marvelous.

Fig.3.4 the $qurat of Abuna Aronchurch

20 Gadla Abun&ron
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Beyond the religious aspect, the culturesop g uof AbundAron marks the development of
rock hewn church tradition in Ethiopia. The skill AbundAron has been acknowledged by
different Ethiopian Church sokars. The most interesting pogefisted below,is delivered by
AldgaLamma which shows thelisallowing of females entering in to the church in quamnson
with the rain, in thatfemales are forbdien not on behalf of theisin but as a rule of the

monastery
(Ge'ez) U® A£Qr/ PPwi Pk 60K yPes iUl YOs
UnBkyOuby3PHI UBa s
Yy OiyidN/ROE yijoil 67 Nn 63
ok OWe&n® Ob OF jj 63
UNG OB N536% o
(Amhariga Yy aq FEQIY3 60U P bl FOPGBKk ysiODHNRYPs3

UnH Gyb3ijt Yg3IPBYg3IgPoao
I GHDzZPI 8 GOEKYPI nns
IUYOEWPNnPnog]] O0OnsP
RK? hUT b O 2 ¥ geurcaviengistu Lemmg2003 E.C) p247)
Translation: Rain and me, cleaned from indecent and no revenge,
Aron has prohibitedis from getting in to His home.
Though we wanderingp and down,
Wedo not gaied an elder,
Who reconcile us with our father, Aron.
Within the church14 pillars are standing decorated by horizontally layered single.lifksy
are connected with the roof and each othearcades that ceiling the roofthie nave They are
widest in their base and at the top and have rectangular shapespillaestormed the different
parts of the church. They separated the chanting place, the holy and the sanctuaries by forming
north-south rows. The columns in the soettn part of the church are very wide. The chanting
place is wider than the rest. It is place where hymns, psalms and poems are delivered by the

choirs. The holy has two parts separated by columns.

2 Mengistu Lemma 2003 E.C (in Amharic), p. 247.
2 |bid.

30



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

The sanctuary of the church has three parts, separatpdldrg. The first part, on the right
southern part, is thméaqdasfor the Ark of Abun&Aron. The middle one is them&qdéasof St.
Marry and the last on the northern side isrttégdasof the Apostles. Eacmaqdashas different
features in their respecavoofs. Thenaqdasof AbundAron has a dome shaped feature whereas
the magdasof St. Marry has no any unique feature, roughly hewn roof. The sanctuary of the
Apostles has a big engraved cross above the throne.

- ?’?\. _"_:‘.

Fig. 3.5a cross engraved roah the sanctiary of the Apostles

There are rectangular windows east of the sanctu&@iéisrent divisions are found behind the
sanctuary. The part to the north of théqdasof the Apostles is not opened and is believed to be
occupied bybonesof saintswho died asa result of transmittediseases. To south of the holy,

there are two passages running southward and finally connected by one closed door. They are
separated by big standing columns. The excavation of the church is believed to be started from
this part. Adecorated engraved cross at the wall near to the wooden closed entrance is believed

to be used for praying éfbundAron during his excavation of the church.

There is also a small hole in front of the engraved cross, excavated to memory the white

partridge which is believed to ledbunaAron to Dabra Darét while he was coming from his
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exile, Awash River, as it is stated in tB&dla Abun&Aron.?® These corridors are exposed for
water infiltrated from the first opened roof corridor of the church, in theenegtart.

The part to the easdif the sanctuariebas a passage with arch shaped feature that leads to a
domal circular space, useak a tapel. It probably could be a sanctuafythe church before the
excavation of the curresanctuarie®r couldbe thefourth sanctuaryBecauseéhe dome shaped
roof of churches is oftea feature of sanctuaries/here the throne of the Ark placed. Therais
collectionof bonesof saints along this passage.

The church isoughly hewnthe sign of the materiaised during constructios observed on the

roof of the chanting placelhe excavatohasused a digging materiagudob, believed to be
given from an Angetor AbundAron, which is presented in the church together withAbans

white ¢pra that was useébr fly protection®® These are among the sadrtreasureof the church
which are only observed during festivity of the church. There is an ample of material cultures in
this church including various parchment books, different historical crosses, chaetsgres,
liturgical materials and cloths and other golden cloti@gssed in the treasury, situated west of
the church

Y

Fig. 3.6 aPriest holding the guflb and the white fgra of Aron at the annual festivity Sep.15/2013

3 Informants:AbbaGabra Egzi'abhér Waldataki@gsBitaw Wadé; interviewed on: 11/9/2013.
24 Informans. lbid.
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3.23Gpbkawit Abbo

Thissiteissituated at65ks t o t he e a sgabal§Dank&nmyl letakeéstat leesn1:30 3 4
hours walk after Boya, a small town along tbkinese RoadThe church has 0519794 E and
1311919 N UTM codtinates with elevation of 2912ans.|.

The environs aroundhe church is astoundingverlooking northward tathe mountain of
Gobm'asfaré, a series of escarpments where the inaccessible rock hewn church of Ekifamds

is located,and Saqgoy River, which forms the boundary of Lasta and M&Btb Kk awiis Abbo
very far from theinhabitants of the ared@he cliffs which formghe escarpment dbpra Magét,

pass above and below the church. The area may benrigbld ore as | have observed the
involvement of the local people in traditional mining undernebhéhdliffs, below the church.

The area isscarcely populatetly yahabasha p (duniperus procerpandwayra (olea Africana

trees. The church is built from a white ash ignimbrite rock. The people of the area used small
caves forburial sites around the chlalrandold agedossilsarecollectedin small caves.

Fig. 3.7 (1) Western environs of Gpbkawit Abbo

This churchis believedto have beemuilt by female saintss 2 | | a s /Dht Mhaeg Vigins
(namely/istis, Galis and Alalis) who came from Egypt and Jerusalem in the fourth century

A.D.” The church wasverridingby the war of Ahmedragnand it has been discovered during

% Informant QésAlamnaw Makonnan; interviewed on: 2/10/2013
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the reign of Fasiladas in thel@enturyA.D. But liturgical activity wasot given regularly until
recently?®

The church is actually a cavEhe frontal facade of the churcisembleshe features observed at
Nazugn Maryam and in some of rock hewn churches at Lalibdélere are five windows of
which the two are false windowBelow the windows, there is also a horizontal layer passing
along the wall.The windows argrotected by the edge of the ro&ut some of the windows
havecollapsed

The church is accessed through two receatigchedvooden doors which sides are pilgg by

stone and mud. The first in the right is for females' entrance and the next is for males. A closed
door that could access the nave is found east of the church. Using females' entrance, we can
access the first part of the churahnpgwamé apst (femaks' anteroon), separated from the
chanting places by wall partly cracked and filled by mud and stone. It has one door and two

small openings on the wall.

The chanting place and the holy are divided by two pillars, which matehedeach otheryith

the raf and the wadlby arcadesOne of the pillars is broken and thedetachegbart of its base
and some of theubblesare foundplaced in the churchiChe other pillar which is supported by
doubledhorizontallayers(friezes)is still standing though some of its parts below the layer is

rubbed or scarped probably due to leaning of animals before its discovery.

Fig.3.8 (1 )A doubled layeregpillar; fig.3.8 (Il) a pilasteron the wall of the church

28 Informants:Priest Taddassa Abrhainterviewed on: 2/10/2013
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The wall is supported bpilasters the counter parts of columnthat havehorizontal layers

Some parts of the roof and wall (now is piled up by stome mud) are cracked and fragmented.
The entrance in to the sanctuary is through one wooden door whdgghally has a "monkey
head" structure. There is also one opened window relatively similar with external windows
though losing its some features. Internally, the door has similar features with other churches in
Magét In the northern part of theanctuay, there is & p q umth*atspace of an arch shape
entrance. There is also a hole with a rectangshape The throne of the nave is a semi
monolithicwhich is carvedto its easterrside Thesanctuaryhas a rectangular dome with white

and blackieatures.

3.24 Quraqura Maryam

The rock hewn church of Quraqura Maryédies at55kms t o t he eas gabaéf Fobol a
about30 mi nutes wal k to the wlemtedape¢lewatian of@372 30 b Kk a
a.s.| with 0517607 E and 1312547 N UTM coordinates.

It is found onan elongatediill, which is connected witthe escarpment @pra Magét.Villages

are foundunder the hill.The area especially its south western part is inhabited by a dense forest
dominded byyahabashak pd ( J un i p eBunaksite® ardocatedirathe yardof the

church. One way in the north leads to the yard, surrounded by piled fences and other directions

are protected by a cliff.

Fig.3.9(ll) Quraqura Maryam, northern view; fig. 3.9 (Il)a dense forest,@uth-westof the church
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The church is believed to be built By2 | | as DT haglTanee Virgins) whe
Abbo. Its conservation activity has been started in 1972omeparts of the cavearedestroyed

exceptits holy and sanctuarynow enclosed by a new masonry buildinthe northern and

western base of the rock is totatlgplacedby the new wall made cftone layers of a similar

rock The newly added building is constructed in a way comnathe recent traditiorof

circular shape and conically roofed traditiohe original rock bases are viewed in the southern

and easterexterior ofthe church.

Internally, the church has the three common parts.gphé mahlétconsist the renewal arttie
replaced part The roof sheltered byiron sheetsis supported by wooden frameworks. It is
separated from thg p d dbp tsvd wide and rectangular columns. These columns are not arch
shaped simply attached with the roof by rectangular structures. &sari® supported by piled
structures due to cracking problems. The roof of this part is hitgddynented

One wooden door leads to tgpbp'ata manola'et (a partalong masking of the thronend the
sanctuary. The external wall of the former one isdplly stone layers and it is rectangular in

plan, which measures 3m length, 1m width and 2.6m heightmBgglasmeasures 2.9m length,

2m width and 2.4m height. &th of the throne, there imaccessible ambulatory with arch
shaped viewmeasured 5.5m lengtht has one small dw temporarily closed by wood his
structurecould not beused for the entrances of priests during liturgy because it has short, height
less than 1.5m. But it ight be hewn for light entranc&here is also an arch shap&ructure

where the arch deacon stands, east of the throne and similarly in the southern part. The dome of

the sanctuary is rectangular.
3.2.5 Ab&kana Abbo

Abéakana Abbo is founB5kme a st o in 03Bgibak 4 takes 1:30 houon foot to north of
Ebpstaysh, a s nGhihese Roaamd20 minutes nvalk wedt & Quraqura Maryam
It is located at 2872ma.sl elevation with UTM coordinationf 0516427 E & 1311711 N.

The churchis carvedin a living hard grey ignimbrite rock or chatteny. Its yardcoveredby

yahabasha pd ( Juni p,esswrsunded by piledrstane layers.

*" Informant:Qés Ambaya kaé interviewed on: 3/10/2013
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It is believed tchavebeenbuilt by a monk, Abba Bnyam, in the fourth centur.D.?® Just like

that of Quraqura Maryam, the main rock part of the churemaedosed by a recent building. The
external part of the new building is constructed by stone layers plastered by cement and covered
by iron sheets in the early 1995

The base othe church'srock in the northern part is totally removed@he western paris
detached from the parent rock forming a space, which probably indicates tlcAuthbmight
be asemimonolithic. The eastern and southern part of the rockoisobserved The new
enclosure has three doorglamany windows. Iforms the chanting pte The roof, shelteretly
corrugatedron sheetsis supported by oval shape structure added on the maifs rock of the
church. It has a white color and is construdtaeded on the culture of house constructibthe
areaby using of cane and reinfoing beam frameworks to cope the iron sheets.

o

> 3 ~ i) A 4
el | i r AP o~ N Higmee

Fig.3.10The church of Abakana Abbo, norttwesternside

The uncollapsed part of the rock hewn cave consistgjtieed dapdséiqdasTheq p d chfissat
horizontal layer in its externalall. The wall is detached from thparentrock in its northern and
western sidethat make it a seramonolithic. The roof of the rock forms an edge proiegtthe
windows and the wall below iT hr ee opened windows sinnhel ar

northernand wesern facades existed in the chureindtwo entrances, relatively oval shaped.

2 Informant:QésS& &gn Haily interviewed on: 6/10/2013
2 Informant:MargétaAmabya Btotaw interviewed on: 6/10/2013
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Fig. 3.11(l) the newly framed roof; fig.3.11(ll) the edge of the main rock (the blue colored below the
edge is the horizontal layer)

In the internal part of thg p d dthesetare 8 rectangular structures attached between the wall
and the roof. The p d dhpssatrectangular shape becoming narrow towards its southern part.
This part was separated from tim&iqdasby two rectangular non en shaped columns, attached

with the roof supported by rectangular structures. Now they are connected filed by stone and
mud to form a wall ané wooden doorwajeads in tothe sanctuary. Thendgdashas 7.5m
length, 3m width and 3m height. Its roof is mime shaped and is unleveled. East of this part,
there is an indirect smallindow for the entrance of light

3.26 Nazugn Maryam

The rock hewn church of Nazugn Maryam is found in &@alé (Ayma) at 30kms west of
F b | ,a280 hours walk fronDabra Zabit. It is located at elevation of 2225as.l.with UTM
coordinate®f 0453588 E & 1310423 N.

The courtyard ofhe hypogeumwhichis fencedpiled up bystonesjs coveredby different trees,
grasses and cemetery sites. Thees$r found in the churcimcludey @ hadPpga (Juni per
procera) waya (olea Africana), warka (Ficus vasta), qulquauphorbia abyssinica)talo
(Rhus retinorrhoep checho Premna schimperj) merez Acokanthra schimpe)i gan afa

(Pterollobium stellatum)wanza Cordia africana), etc.

The churchof Nazugn Maryanis believed tchavebeen built by AbunaMuséin the 4" century

A.D. Gadla AbunaMusé states the religious activity of tébuni n Gaybnt and t

38



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

Nazugn® The church isstatedto be built afterAbundMusé hashewedthe rock hewn churces
of Wudxro GiyorgisandMasénna Madhané Aldth north west ofhe town ofNafas Mawuca

The church is hidden by the cliff dbabra Z&bt and the hills surrounded it. The area is
dominated by red soil. The rock from which thescdh built isred sandstoneimilar to the rock
of Masadnna Madhané Alam church

This church had escaped from destruction during the war of Al@nagn in the 16" century.

But a non rock church that had been built in the western side of the churchvedédide burnt

by Gragn Before this time, the rock hewn church was used for monks to pray there. Recently,
the huts of monks were founded but it is stolen by unknown péfsbme ruin ofits base is
observed there, which may provide opportunitydnotler archaeological work.

Fig.3.12 he environs of Nazugn Maryam, viewed from sotghst

%0 Informant:QésMpt k u  k mtgraeyvéd on: 5/9/2013

31| have observed the church Mfisdnna Madhané Alamlt is a magnificent monolithic churctarvedfrom red
sandstonehat attached to a hilllt has different parts internally with a storey over the chanting placesémbles

an Aksimite style of entrances. It has two sanctuaries with two rock hewn throngslldisein the chanting place

and the nave with different extent of exation resembles the shape of éikdte Stele. The church's southern facade

is conservedising cement and basaltic stones which abolished the original features of the church. dinigezed

by the instability of the area due to floods that penetrated in to the ground. The roof of the church, sheltered by iron
sheets, is inhabited by rock lofrax.

32 Informant: QésMéabré Warréatainterviewed on: 5/9/2013
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The hypogeum ofNazugn Maryam has a rectangular shape, accentuated with the rock hewn
churches of Lalibela. The detachment of the church from the parent rock is deeply excavated on
all sides. The rock detached from the church forms the cliff surrounding the churcéenvasl

as a platfornfor religious festivities. The entrance in to the yard of the church is thrawsgéir
northern sideof the church There are two tunnels or passages in the western andeastern

side of the detached rock. The monolithic churatets an area of 54fminternally, the church
measures 15m length, 10m width and 10m height.

According to my informants, the tunnel in the west is believed to be used fenttiamce of the

River of Zoga thaflowswest of the church, to wash the excaebparticles from the church and

to drive the removals through the north eastern tunnel. The tunnel in the west was used also as a
passage of people in to the ground of the church's yard during festivals. But now the entrance is
closed by wooden door due stealing problem¥ But the northeastern tunnel is used as a
draining system whichcknowledgedhe church in its engineering skills of the time.

The external roof of the church, rectangular in shape, is covered by flatly dropped black stones
plasteredoy cement, which causégterioratiorof the rock. The maintenance of the roof is done
in 1960 where as the activity to fill the fragmentation andctiipsedoart of the wall piled up

by stone and cement is made in 1890.

The church has four facadesidaone opened and sixteen false windows hewn externally,
marking the architectural characters of the church. The windows have rectangular feature at the
bottom and pointed seruircular structure at the top. All were protected from rain and sunlight

by theedge of the roofprojectedforming a hutlike protection to the windows and the walls of

the church. They are also separated by the vertically carved pilastensigannach¥ has

passed horizontally in all facades, however. There are three entrances with thick wooden doors to

access the internal part of the church.

In the northern facade, the fiialse windows are observed. Most of the windows lost their

features. From theeft side, the first window has lost its protection, the etihge projected to

B nformant:QésD 2 s t a w ; iltérvipaey ®n: 5/9/2013

3 Informant:QésMpt k u  k itgraeyvéd on: 5/9/2013

% In the area oMé&qgét, magannachar magannats a piece of cloth used by females to support their shoulder in
addition to its adornment of the females. In relation to these functions, the horizontal layer existed on the wall
and pillars ardocally termed asnagannachéock girdle
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facilitate drainage The rest windows' protection is extremely endangered. The rock girdle is
totally removed from this facade except some parts below the first window irfttHeome part
of the wallis piled by stone and cement. There are tiwaber dooways in this facadefor the

entrance of priests and males.

The western facade of the church is the most collapsed and endangered one. There are three false
windowsseverely ollapsed The last window in the right is totally disappeared. The edge of the

roof is removed, except a sign of the edge above the middle window. Only the newly added
stone and cement can be seen. The rock girdle is totalhatasthe rectangular formf this

facade is confusingrhe wall below the windows dhis facadeis filled by stone and cement.

There are also small cross shamadall windows My informant told me thawindows are

believed to be used for the entrance of water from Zoga River gt tunnel in the west of

this facadeto clean the excavated dudtsThey are not filled up and now are served for the
entrance of light. Probably, they might be a cross shaped windows before it is piled up.

Fig. 3.13 Northern and western facade blazugn Maryam church

In the southern facade of the church, filase windows were existed parallel to the blind

windows of the northern facadseparated by vertical buttressésit only four of them are

% Informant:QésMpt k u  k fhtgraeyved on: 5/9/2013.
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observable. The second window in the right sideblecked by the piled structure which
elongated from the base to the roof of the church. The edge of the roof is mainly removed and
the rest is stepping to fail. The rock girdle or the layer that lined along this fescalgerved but
fragmented. Thidacade is partially piled up by stone and cement. TEfieside of this facade is
endangeredThere is one wooden door entrance of females. There are also nevssvslcaped
windows serving asntrancs of light. TheBatalhémwhich is attached to the rock firont of this

facade, roofed by grass, is located. But the original rock Btélhémis disappeared.

There are thretalsewindows relatively saving their features in the eastern facade of the church.
But the first in the right side isollapsedand itsprotection of the roof edge is removed. The rest
two windows have better status and thet-like protection existed. There is a wood dropped
along the roof and the clifisedas a ladder to access the roof of the church to remove grasses
grown on theroof. The rock girdleand vertical buttresses araatively protectedthan the other
facades. The wall is also lefagmented This facade shows that the building quality of the wall

is very smooth and attractive. There is an opened window partiatiy fidiy wood and stone.
There is improper water channel to drain some parts of the rain droplets on the roof. But it
acceleratedeteriorationthan the protection. This facade is better protectédan the other

facades.

Fig.3.14(I) Westen facadeof the church; fig.3.14ll) eastern facade of the church

Internally, the church has three parts: ghaé mahlét theq p d dapdshemagdasseparated by

columns. Thdour rectangular columnarected with no arcadeghe first two columns separate

42



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

theq @ d pfrenh thegpné mahlét The next two columns separate thé d drpns theméaqdas

and they are attached in to the wall by piled s$qulastered by cement to make thenctuary
independent. The access in to ganctuary is through two wooden doorwaykere is one
throne hewn from the main rock. There is also a unique feature above the throneAicaléed
Warq (the pillar of gold). The roof of the internal part of the church is exposed for cracks which
may filtrateswater in to the churciThe roof is not smoothly hewn.

3.27A'emad Qp d dspllase

The cave church of A'"emad Holy Tri ngab&deofi s f ou
the Warada east of Nazugn Maryam and nowtlest ofDabré Z&abi. The churchs located at
elevationof 2770ma.s.l. with 0455419 E and 1308593 N UTM coordinates.

The church isiewnfrom an easily excavating white ignimbrite rock attached with an escarpment
runs across the end of the highlandb@ibra Zabi, connecting Cacaho, which in turn, connects
Ba2gg®mdbpr and W2 | |vathdifferénetrees induaingiaywa (Olea\Akicara)]

y @ h 2 b pdglimiperus procerp eucaliptus tree, embig\lophylus abyssinicQsetc. It is far

from settlement area protected by the escarprBemial sites are observed within the compound

of the churchThere are some burial sites sheltered by grass and iron sheet roofs.

Fig. 3.151) Eastern side of the churchfig.3.15(Il) western side of the church

The church is believed teavebeen built by AbunaMusé in the % centuryA.D. But it assumed

to be lost until its opening by a monk coming from Méca, in Gojjam, during the reigobbdria
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Dpngpl(1508-1540) in the16" century®” This church has no any unique exterior or interior
architecturesThe western and eastern parts of the church are covered by iron sheet roofs with
newly added piled walls. The church has four woodenlameradoors in the west and eastern
face. The roof of the church in its external part is covered by plasters to protect the infiltration of
water in to the church. Internally, theuwrhh has the three common parts measutiBgy5m
length, 13m width and 3.20m heightThese are the storey where liturgical activities are
delivered. They aradded to widen the churciyhich is clearly seen on the rocks excavated.
New columns are roughly prepared.

The activity is started in 1975 #\bbaKidanda Maryam and prie&abraHoywat, a local person

who initiated the people for the activity atite activity isended in 19928 But the original part

of the church is under the current church which is temporarily covered by wood layers. There is
no reliable local information for thissue about the cave under the ground, simply it is a chapel.

There is a small window in the west for the entrance of light in to the church. The nave has two
doors made dbiméra In addition, parchment books, crosses and other treasures are found in this
church in the house of treasures, situated far to the east of the church. It has also ritual activities

and annual celebration of Holy Trinity.
3.28 Béta Hara Eiyyasus

This rock hewn cavehurch is located 5kms to the nogdha st o f  FyabBl&Kurissa) i n 01
Its elevation is 2613ra.s.l. and has UTM coordinates0474510 E and 1302308 N.

The church is built on the tip of an escarpment which runsvesst direction stepping to
connect the highl an dVvarada THhe pliff suppunts,the thareh excepwm o f
the western direction. The rock of the church is ignimbested forming a hill on the tip of the

cliff, which is clearly exposed for weathering activities. The aremveredby grar (Acacia
abyssinica) qulqual Euphorbia dyssinica)and embs(Allophylus abyssinica)During summer

time, the area is covered by a grassijja (Euphorbia abyssinicalhe people are settled in the

eastern, northern and southern side of the cliffs. The burial sites are located around the yard of

37 Informant:MargétaGétachaw Abahénterviewed on: 6/9/2013
38 Informant:QésDasalagn Adbartinterviewed on: 6/9/2013.
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the church. The burial sites are covered by trees and are simply buried using tradition of the area,

/

covered by stones and soils.

Fig.3.16 (I) environs of the church, western view, fig.3.16 (ll) northern cliff of the church

The church ielieved tohave beemuilt by AbunaMusé in thed™ centuryA.D. But the Ark of

the Covenant is believed beentered in the church by a monk, Amda Maryam, though the time
is vague, probably in the T6century. During the occupation of the Italians (@9d), the
church was interrupted and robed by Italian invaders.

Most of its parts, thejpné mahlét and theq p d d Hmeetbeercollapsedin 1987. Liturgical

service of the church had stopped until 2013. Instaaewly built non rockhewnchurchwas

used for liturgical service. Before this new church, they left after attempting to excavate a new
church beneath the collapsed church. After rehabilitation, the rock church, roofed by iron sheets,
has started itservicein 2013%° The collapsedpart is replaced by newly constcted wall.
Through this activity, wo small caves are founded decorated small pottery and a water
conservation pool in the north west of the church are discovered. The sacred water conservation

poolis sacred and is cool, \ery deep anits amount is sustainable.

There aretwo water pools believed to be used for soaking of animal skins for parchment

preparation by the monk, Amda MaryaMy informant told me that there might be another

39 Informant:QésAdam Féantayginterviewed on: 16/9/2013.
“0 Informant:QésMangpst Adal interviewed on: 16/9/2013.
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water conservation pool north of the sarry’* There ardaméradoors and windows in the
south and wedeading intothe church. Only the original rock of tiggbp'ata mariola'et, and the
sanctuary arerotected But the narrowgpbp'atda marola'etis nowthe holy. It has two unclosed
doors. It is separated from the chanting place by rectangular columns attaithétewvall. The
roof is domedand inked by green and red colevisich are disposing off.

| 2
Fig.3.17(

Themagdascan be accessed by priests through two doors. In side of this part, there are engraved
crosses in the northern side of the wall. The throne wherablo¢rests is hewn from the main

rock. It has different parts but now is adjusted in the way situated to current service. There are
also paintings in the wall invisible for eye. Above the throne, there is a dome shaped roof similar

with the roof of thecurrentholy described abov@he church's average measuremerdOidOm

length, 9.40m width & 2.37m height.

3.29Washa Michael

The rock hewn church of Washa Mi chagdbédléof8 k ms t
theWaréada It has 2301na.s.l.elevation with UTM coordinates of 0468255 E & 1298535 N.

The church isoveredby different treesuch ayy 2 h 2 b pdgJasminum grandifloruin wayra
(Oliea Africana),lol (Ekebergia capensisand anfar (Nuxia congesta The church is built at the

northwestern mid part ofa hitt hat overl ooks the escarpment bl

41 Informant: Ibid.
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and Warkayya and pass across as far as Wab&a southern and western side of the church is
inhabited by burials.

There is no clear local information by whom anldew this churchvasbuilt, probably by Abuna

Musé. But it is believed that,Wwase st abl i shed as ablaséamoskwho vy by
established the monastery bfahbara Sollasé in Matamma, Gondar. The church's religious

activity was interrupted duetz 2 m2 n 2 (hanget dnédrought time) until the reign of Menlik

ll. Its servicewas started by a monkWalda Giyorgis, who came from Gojjam. He received
permission fronRasWa | | ®, the t hen dgooperthexcburckof B2gg®mdnbr

During the march tohe Battle of Adwa, in 1896, Dajjach Gugsa Biréasa, the then ruler of Magét
and Wadla, promised t&eep this cave churchesadministration withEmamuzGadam (a
seventeen centunpasonrychurch) if he returned from battle with good luck. After victory, he
did that but the continuous activity of the church's service begetith the GAdamstarted in
1964, after the churcls cleaned from its filledbf dust. Crosses, staffs and beads were found.
Now it is administered bmamuzsadam situded to the west ahis church®®

Basically, the hill has twin independent rock churches, the church of St. George in the right and
St. Michael in the left side, which are actually attempted to abut them internally. Both are hewn
from a single weathered white ash ignimbrgedimentary rock, dominating the hill. The

presentation of the two sanctuaries is delivered separately as follow.
The Sanctuary of St. George

This cave churchhas collapsed with the exception of its sanctua@riginally, it had four
internalpartsplanned rectangulawhich measure40m length, 17m width & 5.5m heighthe

two parts of the cave, the chanting place and the halyetotally disappeared. The part of the

hill's head proper to these pahascollapsed. According to my informantlfbaDarbaw Rata),

the time when this problem occurred is not remembered but the reason might be due to the
presence of a big tree at the tip of the hill parallel to the church which fostered the collapse by

the activity of its roots.

2 |nformant: AbbaDarbaw Ratainterviewed on: 11/10/2013.
*3 Informant: QésGadam Kas& Abba Darbaw Réta; interviewed on: 11/10/2013.
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The collapsedpart of tke hill is clearly observed. Some top parts of thedntiwing bushes and
grassedasslipped at the mid of the hill, immediatedpovethe entrance of thenagdas The
rubble of the base of tHeontal wall thathad formed thexternal part of the churclxisted. The
arch shaped entrance in to the church is etiicted.There are also two broken structures
standing on the base of the church which coulddparatehe gpné mahléandtheq p d d p s t

Fig.3.18(l) the collapsedpart of the churd; fig. 3.1§11) the unbrokenentrance of the church

There are different holes on the external wall ofrtfé®daswherebonesof saintsare deposited
Vertical pilasterswith layered structures aniategratedwith the wall, probablythese might by
connected withindependeny hewedarch shapegbillars that arecollapsed. Thicavechurch is
attempted to connect with the church oickhel through a narrow passagée external part of
the magdéashas a wide arch shaped entrance whichaw narrowed by piled stone and niod
have wooden doorwailhe arch shaped #rance is decorated by lined friezes. It has two hewed

crosses in the right and lefideof thearch just indicating the appearance of Christian affinities

Internally, themaqgdashas two parts; thérst part of themaqdass thegpbp'ata marola'et It is
plannedrectangularmeasuring 4m length, 3m width & 5.5m height. The roof of this Ipasta
doubled line dome, havinfpur engraved crosses its four directions The main magdasis
accessed by a wadarch shaped entrance. Externaltyhas @& engravedcrossproper to the

curvilinearof the entrancelt is planedrectangular measuring’.5m length, m width & 5.5m
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height. There is a big rectarigu monolithic rock he/n throne The roof isdomed but it has no

cross engravings around it.

Fig.3.19 The arch shaped, frieze decorated and crosses engraved entrance in fobffet@ymariola‘et

The Church of St. Michael

Fig. 3.20 View of Washa Michael, West of the hill

This church issituatedin the right side of St. Georigeanaqdas The frontal face of its wall is
conserved by stone and cement in 2607 has thredaméra(iron) doors andwo windows. The
church is very wide which is divided into six parfThese part®tally measurém length, 25m
width & 2m height. Thepné mahléis separated from theg p d dopasgack hewn wall. Theest

44 Informant: Abba Darbaw Ratinterviewed on: 11/10/2013
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five patts are separated by 12 pillars whadearch shapely connected. The pilltusve layered
structuresTheholy is separatd from the third divisiongpbpatéa marola'et, by two pillars.

Thegpbp'ata mariola'et, coveredwith curtains is also separatdaly pillarsto separaté from the
sanctuarythe fourth part. Thendgqdéas surrounded byhe arcades ofbur pillars, is where the
manbarrested. There is a smartly hewn dome ahbbtleat has agaianother small dome at the
mid of its part surrounded by the archiveBhere are four holes under the floor of thaégdasit

is not the innermost part of thewrdh, but the nave. The fifth pag also similar withfourth
part, which hassimilar domedoof but nomanbaris placed It could be the secontiaqdas

The six part of this church has no dome shaped roof and it isntilemost/easternmosf the

cave At the wall of this part, there are pilasters attached with it. This part has three divisions and
is exposed for water droplets infiltrated from the roof. The church, in general, is characterized by
its blackness which might be as a result of smokehmardactors before its rehabilitation.

3.210Dasnja Madhané Alam

This rock hewn church is found in Offabalé(Zobé)of theWarada 10k m f rtaking Fpl aq
somel5 minutes walk to the south of Washa Michael s o ut h . Thd devatiorn o the t
church is 2435m.s.l. and its UTM coordinatés 0467489 E and 1297500 N.

Somevillages aresettled north, east and south east of thea It is coveredby old aged trees
including yahaasharpd (Juniperus procerpand wayra (Olea Africana). It is situated near to

the Church of St. Marry, a non rock hewn church located in the southern side of the cave church.

The church igeckonedo have beerconstructed byAbunaMuséin the 4" century A.D* It is

said that &r many years, the eligious activity of the church was interrupted due to the
devastative war of Ahme@ragn It is after 1980s that the liturgical activities have started. This
establishment is led by a monk named Ablmeul in 1985. Until this period the cave was filled

by dusts and covered by forests. But it is remembered that the cave was used to perform
traditional dances and music in the cave duangualcelebration. They named iLdlibéalaw’ to

mean "the Lalibela", probably to indicate its rock hewn feature.

* Informants:MazamrEiyyasu Taddassé QésFasikaw Warquinterviewed on: 20/10/2013
*nformants:QésFasilaw Warqy interviewed on: 20/10/2013
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The rack from which the church built is a single ignimbrite rock that has a rectangular shape,
unexpectedlyrestedon a plain The rock may has n@n elongated or additional part, i.i.is

small in ske or it might be cut froma big rock probablymay covered by soil through time.
Probablythis churchmight be a semmonolithic. Because some parts of the rock in the east,
west and north are relatively detached from a rock. But the detached part is filled lexceys

in some parts The westar facadeis now conservedBut the parts around the doors are
externally hewn. Currently iis sheltered by iron sheet roof in 2018 protect the water
infiltration in to the church.

Fig. 3.21 Western and southern view of the church (the area was coveredhy dt the time)

There are two cave holes in the north western part of the church used as a chapel afrdpba H
for four years after he stayed in the church for four years of praying. There is a small bell in the
one hole. The accesstiothe church isn the western side ich becomes narrofwom time to

time due to the upward expansion of a gorge in the west. The church has two rectangular
entrances similar to other some rock churches ofMBeidaand one rectangular window which

is recently modifiedThe wall of this part is partially piled up by stone and cement.

Interior of the churchmeasures 6.5rength, 8.5m width & 5m heightivided in to four parts
by pillars, including thegbbpata mariola'et There are five paired and arch shapely comukct
pillars supported by layers (the six one is totally removed which was in the nave). There are also

pilasters attached with the wallhe arcades that connect the pillars form the ceiling of the roof.

There are different small caves along the wall and under the floor. The hole under the floor,

north of the sanctuary, is temporarily closed. It has leveled entrances and has small rectangular
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doors to access its internal parts. It is said that the ArkeofOovenant is found in this hole by
Abba Horuy. The domeof the sanctuaryis fragmented due to the infiltration of water droplets
in to the church. The wall is alsteterioratedparticularly east and south of theaqda3 due to
this problem and conseation activity is done using hard stones mortared by cement.

Fig.3.22 (I) arch shaped view in to the sanctuary; fig.3.22 (1) a pillar in the holy

3.211 Addis Amba Madhané Alam

The church of Addis Amba Madhané Alantor Addis Amba Madhané AlanAbuna Musé
Gadam) i s found 8Kk ms gabdléofthedVvirada v ik lacated at elevatiod df 9
2567ma.s.| with UTM coordinates of 0476140 E & 1297278 N.

The churchis far from settlement areakidden between two mountait®rderedby a gore,

which formed a corridooverooking to theareas as far asimbaqot and Aqgat, localities of the
Warada On the top of the northerand southern mouains Sundaj Maryanand Addis Amba
Maryam (non rock churches) are located. In the gorge, thdrelysspring water. The area is
covered bybushesand old aged treesfy 2 hatpga ( Juni p ecadasndplive ttees. e )
To the south of the church, there are resslefitmonks and nuts, and cattle. The monks live
together practicing agricultural agities in addition to their religious duties. Thard is fenced

by iron sticks to protect its road safety from a sloping area to south of the church.
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Fig.3.23(l) the environs ofAddis Amba Madhané Alamviewed from SN; (1) the face of the church

According toGadla Abuné&Viusé, this church is believed tave beemuilt by AbunédMusé, as it
is stated below
(Ge'ez version): | yk £/ Paj P66 jj GO GOrygi GyknN Uk Yig
ocnij DLZHOUKk Yinl qUgkuyg @YN Al 6 UKk N T O5
yb6 3n00b] PUYRISH yOJ gijnl o®i 6s37 Uyg
U630 0Dy &%
®Mij @ Amharic): yd] K3GOGGOG i Hg Ok Yii § k n AUVHIASK Yij nl qUg k
36 YJEOGNnoo ydfdkUknc BGNWaROEPKk3n Pé Dz
06 hNyb3iOb] Bmahd EP O3 GNP T b Oge) a o
Translation: In there, while he was wandering from place to place, he arrived at the land of
Amba Wuha called Addis Amba Madhané Alam. He has performed various
miracles there and he has built a rock hewn church in the name of Our Savior.

He also built others which amot still revealed.

The monastery is inhabitedtlh by monks and ngn According to my informants, there was a
prejudice among the inhabitants and the administration on the issue whether the monastery could
be only for monks or for botmonksand nuns The monks who argued to make the monastery
only for monks is based on tl&dla AbundMusé which allowed the monastery only fauns
residency.But now the church isnhabited by both monks and rajrregardless of the above
quotations of thg @ d*}p |

47 Gadla Abunaviusé
“8 Informant:AbbaHaila Gabriel interviewed on: 3/9/2013.
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The cave was not revealed for many times. But it mttl face the destruction of Ahmearagn.
For several years, the church was administered under Addis Amba Maryam Church. It is in 2001
that the church has started its monastic administration indepentf&fitiis churchhas series of
caves run eastest. The first series of the caves is the main churchhhata storey and
undeground. Theundeground isa chapelfor monks and nus Its external part of the wall is
filled by stone and cement and is protected by iron shelters. It hasméea dooway. It is
roundin plan Two rectangular non arch shaped columns are erectedndinehurch has three
entrances witttaméradoors for malesfemales and priests. Along the entrance of males, there
one hole previously water conservation paaw it is used for baptizinglace. Through this
entrance, amall anteroom leadiny the chanting place is accessed. fiastially conserveand
rebuilt.

Interior part ofthe church isuilt magnificently.The chanting place is very wide whichround

in plan, encircling the holy and the nave. Its wideresgeasetwardsthe easterrdirection of

this part In the chanting place there are burials of saints under the floor and collectlmsesf

by wood boxes put in the eastern péotthe entrance of the priestBhe parts in the northern

side that served for space of males is wider than the space fentades, southern part. It
becomes like a corridor in the south eastern side of the sanctuary. The most impressive feature in
the chanting place, along the western entrance of the holy, is an lamimigue in its materials,

skills, and architecttes It is said that it is believed to be used Apund Musé just as a
"florescence light" and as an umbrella during liturgical activitiesisidto give light though

now is faded?

It is roped with a benched wood attached with the wall and roof of the church. It is intertwined
from a bark probablgprar (acacia, available in the area)pe and flat thin wood. It is cemented
with different colored mortars probably prepared from sdilse umbrella clearly produced by
local hand craft skill is unique that accentuated the local craft technology just similarly prepared

in the skill of the local people used to malewujja(a local carpet prepared from bark of trees).

% Informant:Abbazéna Taka; interviewed on: 3/9/2013.
%0 Informant:AbbaHaila Gabriel interviewed on: 3/9/2013.
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Fig. 3.24 the umkella utilized by Abuna Musé, hanged in the chanting place

Fig.3.25 internal part of the umbrella

The other astonishing featwréhat the umbrella are tipéctures depicted in it. These pictures are
120 Families of Jesus Christ (including the 12 Apostles, 36 Female Saints and the 72 Pupils).
The iconographies are depicted serially at the edge and the inner most part of the umbrella. There

are writtenGe'ezversions probably to express the picture depicted on it. But most of the pictures
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and the written versions are fading and removing. The t&rng /i J/Hawarya (meaning
apostl@ is clearly identified.

The umbrella is also decorated by cross shaped, zigzaggkdined features. White, red and
black colors are used to architect the umbrella. My inform&bb&Haila Gabriel) told me that
though the umbrella's feature are fading and removing, the removal part is never seen on the
floor. The umbrella is still iiTnovably servicing in the church.

The otherpart of the church ithe nave It is detached from thparentrock in its all sides, only
attachednits roof with the ock. Itis amonolithic nave. One can round it externally through the
chanting place. Thismakes the church unique among the churches ofénédaand perhaps in

the country.The shape of this nave, which includés holy, thegpbpatéd marola'et and the
sanctuary,is not fully rectangular in its four sides. The wall in the western side ity rea
rectangular. The northern part has also relatively rectangular structure, very elongated west to
east. The eastern part of the wall becomes less rectangular and tended to be circular creating a

narrow corridor and the southern wall is almost circular.

The western rectangular wallpaintedby red and black colonso longer clearly visibléor eye.

There are alsoifferent mural paintingsThe pictures are visible in some parts indicating persons

above neck There are also many pictures which are not clearly seen. On the side of this wall,
there are two smal/l cross shaped opened windo
which has three old aged wooden doorwdyse entrances are carved rectanguléee southern

entrance is very high and is divided by a benched wood. Two rectangular and arch shaped pillars
stand separating the holy and the sanctuary. Tlreéradoors are attached between the two

pillars, and the southern and northern wall of taectuary

The gpbpatd marola'et and the sanctuary are separated by othervieih hewnarch shaped
rectangular pillars, having two side archirihe sanctuary is protected by curtains. There are
five vertically hewedectangular features. These vertibattressesre integralvith the wall of

the sanctuary which are partiajfiyaintedby red colors. Above the throne (not rock hewn), there
is domal roof that has an engravetioss in its southern sid&here is a hole measuring 1.5m
height.
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The Bétalném(Béta Egziabhér hewn from the parent rock, is situated east of the sanctuary,
along the entrance dhe priests. There is also one hole which has narrow entrances and wide

internal part. It was served aglaapel for monks or hermits.

Moreover, there areother series ofcaves to the west of the main churclvhich are
architecturally less significan®he first partat the western enid now established as a church,

the church of 8int Arséma. Internally it has only two parts. The first division has tewghly

hewn columns. These parts were not originally built as sanctuaries rather were caves of
properties. The internal arrangement clearly shows their purpose. There is also another part
between the two churchagich is a treasury cave

3.212° ambagot Madhané Alam

This cave church is found in 02@balé(Aggat), 2 5 k m e ast ioféundrabelewation of . It
2588ma.s.| with 0486391 E and 1292229 N UTM coordinates. This church is inhabited by
different trees dominated by acacia. The rocthefchurch is brown and white ignimbrite rock.

Fig.3.261 ambaqot Madhané Alam, south western view

The church is believed tbave been built by Abuna Musé in the fourth century A.DIt is
believedlost for more than 4 centuries duethe war ofAhmed Gragn until it is discovered in
1983 after several years being buried Before its discovery, a myth was telling among the

people about it}

*linformant: Qés Mulu Ayanaw interviewed on: 19/9/2013.
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The hill was used as a pastoral land. Its hint was discovered by cattle keepers. Local excavation
wasused to get the entrance of the cave. fiilsé entrancethe anteroomthe entrances in to the
chanting place, and the widow correspondent to entrance of males were filled by soil and dust.
After excavating and discovery of the church, the issue has dressed for higher church
administrators and tourism officensater, it is decided to be ahurch by the Synod of EOTC
(seeAppendixll). The rock is now sheltered by iron sheets, in 2011, to protect water infiltration

in to the churchThe discoveryof this cave church on the hill creates opportunity for another
future archaeological works in therea Cross, small bell, small potteryuines of incense, and
chalicesare discovered

Fig.3.27the treasures discovered in the cave in 1983

The war of AhmedGragnis suggested to bie cause of lostof the church whichmay has a

reality because on August, 2013, a small cave with two short columns is discoveresl in th
vicinity of this cave churcimear the monastery @adaméEfrata,anon rok hewn church. It is
openedwhile the area is drained by huge flood. This implies that the area was devastated by war
or conflicts. The religious fathers of the timeght usesuch small caves to save the properties of
the church. The discovered materislghe cave and its interndlvision areindicative as it was

a church

The discovered churthaverage measurement is 16m length, 14m width and 4m hé€lght.
common entrance leads in to tipema Kp'esé(vestibule) of the church. The roof thevestibule
is partially collapsed. Probably it might have a storey parallel to the opened window

perpendicular to the mal e smaleseandtfemalesacaccess the ha s
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internal parts of the church. It has the three common diviseparated by columnghich are
connected each other arch shapely. They are supporteddpgnnachand are connected with
the wall by pilastersThere is one broken colummemained only attachingith its base. The
magdas the most inner parhasthree ectangular rock hewn thrones, now the throne of Holy
Trinity, Madhané Alam and St. Marrydm north to south, respectively. There is a space in the
north-eastern side of thmaqdashewed in some extent.

3.213 Aggat Marqgos

This cave is located in the nearby aseaith of amb&aqot Madhané Alam, 5km from Aqgat, a
small town alonghe Chinese Roadt is located at elevation of 2659m.awith 0486242 E &
1291893 N UTM @ordination. The area surrounding it andmbéagot Madhandlam is now
protected for new forestation activity. Different wild animaitefound in it.

The cave is believed tbave been built by AbundMusé in the 4" century A.D Its religious
activity was not further continued for many centuries just for a ainkdgend of the case of
" ambéaqgotMadhané AlamIt becomes a church following the discovery @mbégot Madhané

Alam.>? It was served foherderso keeptheir cattle®®

Unlike its internal arrangementspree of its features andoonesfound in small cavesare
indicativesthat it was a church. The cave has two entrances in the north and south western side.
Internally, it has different parts. The first part, accessethlilie northern, is divided by three
crudelyhewn columns uncommonly forming a row northsouth. There is another column to

the eastern most part of this space. This part had must b&tidEisof the church since it lies in

the eatern end of the cave. But it has domed roof or rock hewn throneh& division isnot
common in the traditionThis partis exposed for water droplets from the robiie other major

part of the cave, deeper than the first part, is found after a stepped entrance from the first part or
through the soutlwestern entrance. There is one inclined small window for thraree of light.

There are also five poorly arch shaped columns separating the cave in to different parts. East of
this part, a deep sacred water conservation igdmewn under the ground of the church that can

be accessed through sloping stair to uferituring diseases.

%2 Informant:Qés Ambaw Addisséinterviewed on: 21/9/2013.
53 Informant:WayzaroGombé Makonnarinterviewed on: 2/0/2013.

59



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

Fig. 3.28 poorly carved columns

Above this sacred watehole there is an engraved cross on the roof. There is also unlikely
situated dome shaped roof to the westerstof this part. The northern and western part of the
wall is fragmented due to water droplets filtratiftpm the roof andentering throughsmall
windows hewn along the waknd by thegenetratiorof rootsof treesin to the wall

32 14 Gbprar Maryam

This cave church is found in 04@abélé(Boya)at 43 kms east o f Fpl aqgit
Koso Mandar, a village alontpe Chinese RoadThe lo@tion of the church is at 2929ans.!.

with 050225 E and 1310318 N UTM coordinates. The chusdhari from the villages settled

the west of the church. Bt sites are found around the church. The enviremtof the church

is characterized by leveled escarpmeautsl the existing forest, dominated hy2 h a ¥l g a
(Juniperus procerpand wayra (Olea Africana).Trees ofshinat Myrica salicifolia), qulqual
(Euphorbia abyssinica embis (Allophylus abyssinicus), shola (Ficus carica), agidacd

arboreg, Kotkpta (Dodonaea anguistifolia etc are fund The church is built from a weattesl

ignimbrite rockthat formshorizontally stepped escarpment.

The church idelieved to have bedmnilt by AbunaMusé in the fourth centur.D. Though the
time is not clearit has been lost for long years concealed by forests (probably afteetiry)
The church is discovered while a logarson was driving away a dedne deer entered in to the

hole of the present church and the man discovered the entrance of the’¢hurch.

** Informant:AbbohayAddisu Yalaw; interviewed on: 29/9/2013.
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Fig.3.29 (1) the northern facade ofthe church, proper to the nave;fig.3.291l) western face, the
entrance in to the church

The access in to the church has two wooden doors in the east (entrance of priests) and west
(entrance of both males and females). The eastern and western face of the ctoinskeriged

filled by stone, mud and cement. In the eastern side, there is acav@lihat previously used as
Batalhem now replaced by a wooden made sntalhémin front of it. The northern face of

the church views an oval shape whmtnsistsmost parts of th@ave The frontal roof of the

western part is covered by iron shedtisere are two new windows covered by lattice.

The first part of the churclqgoma Hpesé is newly added to widen the church before twenty
years. There are paintings of different saints probably dated before 100 years, replaced by new
paintings before 2@ears>° They are placed unsafely on the wall of the first part andjthed d p s t
The Saints in the old paintings includdundG2 br 2 M2 nf2s Qbpddus, Bapti
St. Marry heralded by Angel Gabriel, the birth of Jesus Christ, Holy Trinity, andif@ron of

Christ. The painteused cloth and different colordOne wooden door that has arch and lentil
leads tothe gpné mahlétand the holy There are two temporarily closed windows. Two
rectangular pillars arfound here. They are nobnnectedarchshapely. One of these columns is
broken; a chunk of its part is remainedthe roof and at its base. They are piled up by stone to
support the damaged part. There are diffesemtll cavesn this part wherdonesof saints are

rested. The northern wallf the gbné mahlétis highly fragmented due peneimat of roots of

trees

%5 Informans: AbbohayAddisu Yalaw ;QésGadam Kassénterviewed on (both informants): 29/9/2013.
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The maqdasis independently hewn, excavated in its two sides. Its external walintegaby

new pictures of saintgsovered by curtains. It has three woond#oorwaysin the way that a
sanctuary has fulfilled for liturgical activities. Three "monkey head" windows ekist its
internal western part. They are filled up during painting activities on the external wall of the
maqgdas There are two smartly hewgdlars forming the arcading of the ceiling tife maqdéas

roof. They are rectangular in shape and are supported bgeparately layerechdgannécha
Pilastersare matched with the wadlonnecting pillardy the arcadesrhese two pillars, some
patts of the walland the roof ardime-plastered There are also opened small windowghe
entrance of light.

Two rock hewnmonolithic thrones areerected,from which one of themis not functional. The
roof of theméaqdass divided in to five parts by th@rcadef the pillars. Two of these partse
domal. In one of the domes, there gsiraniyo méasqala cross shape feature inserted in the
dome The other parts of the roaferectangular and flat shapes. The eastern part of the wall is
piled of stone and mud. Theaglasis very wide which measures 8 reet length, 8 meters
width and 5.45neters height.

3.215Zpj j & Maryam

The cave church of ZDj j @ Mar yam, 4 5géb@lée t o
( omibmat). It takes30 minutes walk from pmibmat, a small town along the road of Wéldiya
G a y D nstlocated at elavation of 2775ars.| with 0496184 E & 1296221 N UTM coordinates.

It is believed tchavebeen built by AbunaMuséin the 4" century A.D Its liturgical activity was
said to be interrupted by Ahme@ragn until it is reopened by local rulerspoma andNatros,

who came from Amhara Sayduring the reign of Fasiladas (163867)>°

It is built under a cliff. The environment with marvelousdacape setting is covered by forests
dominated byyahabashak p dunigerus procerpand wayra (Olea Africana There are a
number of wild animals including tiger, ape, monkey, hyrax, and klipspringer. The people are
settled around the church, above anaWethe cliff. Burials places are observed in the yard. The

accesgo the church is in the west face of the cliff. The frontal facade is walled by new building

%% Informans:. Qés Marég FantayaAto Mogas Takadgn; interviewedon: 23/9/2013.
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using stone layers and cement, consistinggthma fpesé North of the church, there is burial

cave that has narrow entrance in to the church.

Fig.3.31Zzpjj2& Qpddpst Maryam, western Vvie

Internally, on the rock hewn wall, in side of thema Hp'esé there are paintings which are

believed to be the '7centuryA.D drawings®’ characterized by lined features. They are painted

on a cloth similar with Gbrar Maryam. The acc
rectangular entrances of males and females. There are four rectangular pillars separating the
three common p#s of the church. They are connected arch shapely support@ddinnacha

Pilasters aréentegratedwith the wall andconnected withihe pillars. In thegpné mahlétthere are

three windows with different size and shape. There are also burial holes in this part on and under
the floor. Themaqgdasis separated from themagdéasby pillars. It has a dome shaped roof. The

dome ispaintedby different colorsas it is existd in the church oBéta Hara Eiyyasus.

Fig. 3.32paintedd ome in the church of Zpjj?2 Marya

*" Informant:Qés Marég Fantayzinterviewed on: 23/9/2013.
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3.216 Dabra Sina Maryam

The cave church dbébra Sina Maryam is found in 02§abalé( ajja), 55kms east oF b | aqi t .
Its elevation is 2731m.s.| and its UTMcoordination is 0496817 E and 1297540 N. It takes 35
mi nutes wal k n o bycrbssingfolgiZRiverj @ Mar yam

It is found at the mid of an escarpment runs as far as Yadoga Abbo, in the west. The cliff has
sloping character down to the west, forming thount of Dufti. The area ®veredby different

trees, dominated byahabasha p Jdir(iperus procerpandwayra(Olea Africana It is far from

the villages.

The church is believed to be constructedAyinaMuséin the 4" century A.D The cavewas
lost for many years after the war of Ahm&dagn The frontal part of the churds believed
collapsedduring the warwhich is locallyconservedn 2010. Later it is discovered by a monk,
Abba Walda Gabriel who discovered theéabot of St Marry within the cave in 1948lt is
administered under Yadoga Abbo Churéh.

Fig.3.33Dabra Sina Maryam, viewed from south west

There are a cross shaped windows in its western facade, which are common features in the
churches of Lalibela. It has two entrances toeascthe anteroom. Two smartly arch shaped
pillars existed. The part of the wall and the part of the pillar's arch in the south is collapsed.

get the next parts of the church, one door is used bothmédes and femalesyhich is

%8 Informant: DeaconAséffa Déasalagninterviewed on: 24/9/2013.
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rectangular. Two rectangular and opened windows are found along the wall of this part. The part
of the wall above and below the windowslecorated byriezes.

After the anteroomie four properly hewn arch shaped pillars sepdrtie three common parts

of the church. The incised layers of some pillars of this church are similar itibaqot
Madhané Alam. One of the pillars in this part is decorated by engraved symbols. The arch of the
pillars is decorated by frieze®ilasters are integrated with thealv The holy of holies is
separated from the holy by pillars. There is one rectangular rock hewn throne. A hole is found in
the northern part of theanctuary

3.217 Yadoga Abbo

The cave church of Yadoga Abbo is found in @@baléof theWarada 55k m east of
is found east oD&abra Sina Maryam western end of the highland of Dufti. ¥ located at
elevation of 2691 na.s.l.with 0494970 E and 1297755 N UTM coorates. The area is scarcely
coveredby treesof yahabasha p dunigerusprocerg andwayra (Olea Africang. Burial sites

are observed southern part of the church.

Fig.3.34 (1) westernsideof the cavejfig.3.34(Il) easternsideof the cave

The church is believedo have beemuilt by AbunaMusé in the fourth centurf.D.>® There are
two wooden doors to enter in to the chur€he front of females' entrance is relatively vaulted.
The church has the three common parts,gfie mahléttheq p d dapdstheméaqdéas Three

%9 Informant:Qés Dasalagn Séargé interviewed on: 24/9/2013.
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relatively rectangular columns are erected in the chanting place. They are not corarebtted
shapely Some of them have layers. To separate the sanctuary from the holy, columns are
attached with a wall made of mud and stone. The church is roughly hewn, in gandrddere

are no unique features in this chiuto mention here.

3.2.18 Dufti Gabiriel

This cave church is located north&bra Sina Maryam ir029 gabalé(Hamusit) It is located
at elevation of 2995m.a.s.l with UTM coordination of 0497511 E and 1298635 N. It is built in
the hill on the highland of Dufti. It is n@bveredby trees.

It is believed tohavebeen built by AbunaMuséin the 4" century A.D local traditionsindicate

that the church did not give liturgical service for many years &hds turned in to a church in
2013. Before that, the cave was inhabited by some family groups. Later the families left the cave
by building another house in the nearby dfeliwas lucky to meet an old ma@ésDamssé

Kidé) who was born angrow upin the cave with his families who lived in the cave.

This cave church may create an argument whether it was originally a church or not. Because, its
architectural featureand Christan affinities, if thereare totallydisappearedBut, before three

years, during forestation activity on the top of the hill, different church treasures were found but
who take the treasures is not yet kndWwithe columns are removed to make the cave suitable

for family's domicile, remained with some sigfi$e foundation of different water conservation
pools, a common feature in most churches ofwiedda are important indication as the cave

was originally achurch.

After understanding as it was previously a church, the people of the area discussed to make it a
church and they have blessed the cave and enteredbtbieof St. Gabriel in to the cave. Now

the cave is divided isanctuaryand the holy by newlgdded building, having only two parts.

%0 |nformant:Qés Damssé Kidé; interviewed on: 26/9/2013.
51 Informant Qés Tadé Wanaw; interviewed on: 26/9/2013.
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Fig.3.35 (I) a water conservation poolfig. 3.35(1l) Priest Damssé Kidé

3.219Dufti Madhané Alam

The cave churchof Dufti (A ms a | 2 ) Kddhasé& Adasis found inHamusit,qabalé029, 50
mi nutes walk along the highland of Dufts,
located at elevation of 3060ms.| with UTM coordinates of 0496894 E and 1302156tNs
found on the top of a mountain, between two hills formethemmount. It is surrounded by cliff
in its southern, western and northern sitlee villagesare foundeast of the church.

Fig. 3.36the hill where the church found, viewed from south

This churchis said tohavebeen built by AbunaMusé in the fourth centurj.D. Theg 2 dob |
AbunaMusé described the arg@ o h pbahkwhere thischurch has been bufi This church is
mentioned to be rehabilitated in theé™century (Tesfaye 2013).

82 |nformant:Abba Matabé Alamrraw; interviewed on: 27/9/2013.
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There are more than 13 water conservation pddis.widest water pool is found to the northern
hill of the church. The water pools alorfgetchurch are sacreedfor curing purpose. The two
sacrel waer pools are found north and noghstern part of the churcBome ofthem are
sustainable throughotite year.The rock part of the church is enclosed by new building to
the collapsing of the chanting pladehis new buildingis roofed bycongregated irosheets with
conicaly shape roof It is donereplacingthe former main rock which is destroyedturally In
this church | was not allowed t@bservethe internal part of the church during "the second trip.
That was soméeasures of the churches stole and the church keepertditlovo me to observe
the clurch's internal partBut the necessamformation of the church's internal part is gathered
during the third trign February.

The un-collapsedpart of the church (consisting of thhep d dapdsthemaqgdéa$ hasexternallya
rectangular shapend it is freed from the rock in its eastesauthern and western facades. It has
two entrances framed rectangulavhich have similar feature with many rock churches of the
Waréada The columns in theaveseparates the two fig, the holy and the sanctuary. Treg

arch shaped but have no layers.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DISCUSSION OF THE ROCK HEWN CHURCHES

4.1 Review of the Types of Rock Hewn Churches of Magét

The rock hewn churches of Ethiomiarvedfrom rock, by consler their manner of constructing

or hewing are three types: Builtup CaveChurches, Rock Hewn Cave Churches, and Rock

Hewn (monolithic & semimonolithic) ChurchesThe rock hewrchurches of Maqgétre grouped

under rock hewn cave and monolithic churches. There is no built up cave churchartca

The lrgestnumbersof the rock hewnchurches of thaVvaradaare included under rock hewn

cave churcheshetypesof thechurches are summarized in the table below

Dabra Q& im Maryam Cavechurch
2 AbundAron Mankrawi " 12
3 Gbpbkawit AbEL " 13
4 Quraqura Maryam ! 14
5  Abékéna Abbo "(?) 15
6 Nazugn Maryam Monolithic church 16
7 A' e malasé $ Cave church 17
8 Addis Amba Madhané Alam "(?) 18
9 Béta Hara Eiyyasus ! 19

10 Dasnja Madhané Alam

Washa Michael Cave church

" ambéaqgot Madhané Alan

Aggat Marqos
Zpjj® Maryar
Dabra Sina Maryam

G D r Maryam

Yadoga Abbo
Dufti Gabriel

Dufti Madhané Alam

Table 4.1Types of Rock Hewn Churches of Mag@&ource:Own survey)
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The church of Abakéna Abbo and Dufti Madhané Alam have clearly arsemolithic naveand

the collapse of the chanting places confused to say perfectly they are caves. Particularly, the
exterior western side of Abdkana Abbo indicates that the churckd d®ub semmonolithic
church.The sanctuary of Addis Amba Madhané Alam, consisting of the holy arshtiotuary

is clearly hewed in its all sides, identifiedasionolithicnave within a cave

The only rock hewn monolithic churdh Maqgétis Nazugn Maryam. This church is perfectly
detached from the living rock in its all sides, creating a wide space between the parent rock and
the independently standinghurch. It isa monolithic church plannedectangularwith no
suspicion Except sora suspicionsthere is noclear semimonolithic rock hewn church in the
Warada Most of the cave churches are externéiéwn around their entrancésough itis not

enough to say a sermonolithicchurch. But & of the churchesire hewednternally. Thereis no

churchwidened from a natural cave.
4.2 Why the Tradition is Cave Oriented?

Obviously, the rockhewnchurch tradition of Magéis cave oriented thamonolithic structures

and built up cave churched he hewingmanner of the churches of tNgarada,which is cave
oriented might be determined by the setting/placement and nature of the rocks. A single rock
rested on stabled environmeobuld bematched for the excavatioof monolithic or semi
monolithic churches. Such rocks amnessedo beused to excavate monolithic churchés

example Nazugn Maryam in MaggMasanna Madhané Alam akdudmaw Giyorgis n Gay b nt
and many of the rock hewn monolithic and senainolithic churches of Lasta. The rocks which
found along escarpments or mountairese bettersituatedfor the excavation of cave churches, a

case which matches with the existing of many cave churches in Mé&géata

Moreover, thegeological nature of ignimbrite rock®sight not be suitable for excavation of
monolithic churchesn Maqét These types afocks are vulnerable for weathering activitéaxd

they may not longer exist if they built monolithighat is why most of the churches with
ignimbrite rocks are hewn caves in which the internal parts of the churches are protected by the
thick and untouched part of the rock that belongs aittescarpment or mountaiithus, the
softness or the huge availability of ignimbrite rocks than sandstmdasaltic rocks in the

areadeterminghetraditionin Maqgétto becharacterized by cav&urchoriented.
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Unless the nature and setting of the rocks determined the tradition to be cave oriented, the
builders had annterest of excavating monolithic churches it is indicated in the church of
Addis Amba Madhané Alara church with a monolithi nave within a cave. If its monolithic

structure would be out of the cave, it could no longer exist.

The church of Abdkana Abbo is challengeable to determine it as a cave dhwahid be a
semimonolithic rock hevn church for the followingreasons1®", the living rock from which

the church built is found on a stable environment, which is not attached to a hill or a"&iff. 2

the passage found western side of the church is clearly formed to detach the church from the
parent rock. %Y, its ignimbrite rock is the most hardest than ottignimbrite rocks of the
churches that could be match to excavate a monolithic hypogeum. Finally, the architectural
features within the church suspedtthat the church mighbe a semmonolithic externally.

Because such architectufaatures are comnmmin monolithicchurches

The absence of builip cave churches in Mag@taradamight be due to the absence of wide
natural caves formed from basaltic rocks that could protect the churches foreadengd of

t i me. |t is known that the built up <church
protective of big cave, naturally basaltic rock. Due to this, unhk@rea ofLasta,built-up cave

churches are natvailablein the area of Maget.

The excavation method of rock hewn churches, which actually determirewre manneof

the churches, is based on downward, upward and horizontal ways. The exterior of Nazugn
Maryam church is excavated downwardly, in which the excavation started aptbétte rock

that made the church a monolithic. But its internal part is shaped using the three methods of
excavation. The excavation of other cave churches started at the bottom of the rocks
horizontally (beginning from excavating the entrances) d&ir internal parts are widened

excavating upwardjownwardand horizontally.

Despite the factthe cave oriented tradition of the rock hewn churches in Magét is somewhat
changing. In order taonserve the churches, a newed unfamiliartraditionon the rock hewn
churcheshas ben introduced. Some of the rock hewn cave churches iMém@édaare now

enclosed by new masonry buildingghich actually changed theadition/historyof the churches
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4.3 Discussion of Some Selecterchitectures of the Churches

The rock hewrchurches of Shadakdagét have various featuresdompareand discuss among
themselves anavith other rock churches of the country. Reasonably, the features selected are
existed in different parts of rock hewn churches effiradaand in other some churches of the
country particularly in Tigray and Lasteas we | | a Baraiand Wedda \distmctsThere

are also some featuredich only existed in the churches of tidé&rada

A). Internal Divisions

It is not to be acquisitive, but it is likely important to discuss both the common and some of the
unique internal arrangements of the churches. In the case of EOTC, the internal arrangements of
churches areadjustedin relation to tle services given in & church. These parts are
conceptualized among the believers in the way that they can be accessed by whom aftd when

is the chanting place that can be accessed by many persons because many of the religious
activities are performedah this part The restof thetwo parts of the church can be accessed by
some believers such as communicants and priests. It is not allowed to access the Holy of Holies

except the priests in every church. Sanctuary haaggmore than onéivision.

The other additional parts atiee qgoma lpesé a space for the standing of persons who do not
ableenter in to the internal parts, and gjgpata mario | a a space between the holy and the
sanctuary which only accessed by priests. Gbma fpeséin the case osomechurchesis
arteroom or a passage that has different shapes and Sae® churches alsmay have
separatednpgwama ansfan anteroom accessed by females alombgre are also churches with
different shapes and sizes of chapels amall cavesAll of these parts arseparated either by

walls or columns.

By and large, the rock hewn churches of Mag&iradainclude the above interngllanning

except the church of Dufti Gabriel that has only two recently separated Qanté pesé(the

anteroon) in the churches oAbwna Aron, Addis Amba Madhané Alim dmbéaqot Madhané

Alam andDabra Sina Maryamis presented Onl y t he chur c hmpgwamaGp b kK a w
ansfanteroomThe other churches have no this phtit the churches whose chanting robas

collapsedand replaced bgnother buildingare not clear to determine at this level
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The church ofAbundAron has differentspacesand chapels internallyThe long and narrow
inaccessiblepassagenside of the sanctuary of Quraqura Maryanuncommon feature of
sanctuaries in tnaWarada Unlike other churches, the internal arrangement of the rock church of
Aqgat Marqos isllso uncommonlts sanctuary is placed in the western end of the cave. The part
in the east side is not also arranged in a way situated for church sé&motably, this cave
might had dual purpose, of which the western part could be a church.

Most of the churches havg p b ' a foRa'et sepamated by columns and walls. Most of the
churches' sanctuary @anned rectangularAbove all, the rock hewn church of Addis Amba
Madhané Alam is distinct in its internplanning That is,the monolithic structure of the nave
within the caveas well as the storey and ground structure (a chapel) of the church. The church of
A' e malakéhas also a ground but now it is not functional.

The internaldivision of rock hewn churches of Ethiopkavebeeninfluenced by the cultures of
living and introduced element¥he existence ahe basilicaof naves observed in the churches

of Lasta andTigray are supposed to lmlaptedirom the MiddleEast Christians however
(Buxton 1947; Pierce 1970; Finneran 2007; Phillipson 20¢&nael 2012)The naves irthe

rock hewnchurches of Magétesemble these structurddut the weskast internal arrangeants

of the churches are common in the country even if before the introduction of Christianity such as
at Yeha (Sergew 1972; Pearce 1970).

The Aksumite tradition has a great influence on the latgrnal arrangements of theck hewn
churches of the country. Thaternal division of the churcheof the Warada arch shaped
columnsare evidenced in different churches of Lalibela and Tigféne three common parts are
adjusted in relation to religious services. Anterooms areasumon in many churches such as
Dabra Damo and MichaeDabra Salamin Tigray (Phillipson 2009) Such features are used in
therock hewn churches asnaiting space before accessing the chanting place andiotbanal

parts of the churches.

Gpbp'ata mariola'et, separated by a rock hewrall in the churches of St. Giyorgis at Washa
Michael and Quraqura Maryansg similarly existed at the church ofobala Qirgosin Lasta

(Natnael 2012)Moreover, he internal divisions of the churches of ¥IMaradaalsohavea clear

relationwi t h t he rock churches of M2 s2nna M&@dhan®
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Yacira Madhané Alam, Yohannes Walda Nagaeoat and Washa Michael in Wadlgjmay be
due to that theynight bebuilt in same time

B). Walls and Roofs

Here, the discussion considers both élxeerior and interiofeaturesof the wall and the roof of
the churches, in which the manner tbe excavation determines the types of the churches.
Externally, walls and roofs of the&ave churches of Shadakdaqgét experiences poor
workmanship The wall is hewn mainly around doors or windows otherwise the original main
rock is not touched by the excavatornot hewn at all. The exteriovall of the cave churches is
not hewn except Nazugn Maryam and frontal partsoiif € a wi t  BRdbita SinadMargam.

Gbpbkawit Abbo' s faroomitheadoorsfaadonendows andsto fore vhe roof's
edge. Theock girdleof the wallbelow the windows is identical with the layetegratedwith

the wall of Abdkana Abbo Similarly, some parts dhe western side obabra Sina Maryam is
hewn to form the crosshapedvindows There is no clear indication whether the external wall of
many churchesvashewn or not due to the replacements as wetloaservatioractivities dme.
Probably, thdocally conservedrontal face of Dasnja Madhané Aléamd the collapsed part of

Abdkana Abbo mighbave a similar wall structure tie above churches

It is only the church of Nazugn Maryam that all facades of the wall are hewn by idgtéud
churchfrom the living rock Its exteriorwall exhibits similar shapes of blind windowsopected
by the edge of the rooThe wall issupported by verticgl and horizontdy hewedlayers The
magannachaock girdleand thevertical buttressepass on the wall separating the windows and
its rectangular shape magnify the relationship particularly V&#ta Abba Libanos,Béta

Maryam,BétaMadhané AlamBétaAmanuel and Gannata Maryam in Lasta.

Internally, the walls of the churches are hewn, not widen from an existed natural cave. In terms
of shape, many of the churchese notfully rectangularby their wall plan The wall of

" ambéqot Madhané AlamAbun& Aron, Dabra Q4 ifi, Washa Michael (exceft. George),

Aqgat Margos, Yadoga Abb®@abraSi na and Zagngt élearraataggalann plan

The wall of Addis Amba Madhané Alam, except in its northern and western part of thésholy,

circulafly planned It is relativelybetter hewrthan otlers.
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The interorwal | of Nazwugn Maryam; the sanctuary wal
and St. George at Washa Michael have rectangular features. Excepaveef Addis Amba

Madhané Alam, thether churches have no detached wall from the pacek. The vertically

integrated structures of the walls are two types: pilasters and buttresses. Pilasters of walls are
curved adjacent to arch shaped pillars, whieeemblefeatures of the pillardound in the
churchesThe wall at Addis Amba has veral buttresses, not attached with columns.

These features are more developedhewall structures othe churches of Tigray ardlibela

The horizontal layers and pilastenghich featured the monastery ®&bra Damo are later
experienced in the church of Yi matheavan 1971; KbDr st
Phillipson 2009; Natnael 2012).

Fig.4.1 (1) the horizontallayersand buttressen the eaternfacade of Nazugn Maryam; fig. 4.41I)
wegern facade of Bétd Amanuel

Regardinghe exteriompart of thér roof, Nazugn Maryam church could be clgatetached from
the parent rock, having an edge to protect the wall. minght makes the church similar with the
brandrock hewn churches of Lalkela. But to be sure, the flat stone and cement loadeithe
roof create an obstacle to observe its original situafldve exteriorroof of other rock hewn
churches is not detached from the main rook, attached with the escarpment or Thetgdh it

is internal Abakéana Abbo formedge to mtect the wall and the windows

Internallythe roof of the churches is hewadhich must be excavated to widen the internal part
of the churches. Except the domascadesand cross engravings, the roof of the chesin

Maqgét is notarchitected What simply observed in theroof and wall is the signs of the
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construction materials used during excavation. That is the roof is similar with their wall (except
the external wal/l of Naz u g rnyhd&ha unjike the churcties &p b Kk a w
Lalibela and around it.

C). Windows and Doors

The structures, features and styles of doors and windows are also important parts in the rock
churches of Magét. They resemble at least three obwbapes Rectangular with owithout

Aksumite styles, semtircular or oval shapes and irregular shapes.€ertieancesn the churches

of Addis Amba Madhané AlanDabraSi na Mar yam, Dasnja Ma@dhan®
Dufti M2@dhan® Al 2 m andfra@edreetangulstar yam ar e si mi |

Gpbkawit mdnkeyphedd@usturaat the top btihe bottom may be filled up by dusts
deposited for several times. This door strucisr@milar with door style®f various rock hewn
churchesof Aksum andLalibelaas well asother churckssuch as Masanna Madhané Alamd
Wudmaw Giyorgf§i n G aThendnars in the church of Abékana Abbo distinctly have oval or
wedged shaped features. Such features of a door are existed at Addi Qeshi Madhané Alam
church in Tigray’*

The windows which are otangular (at their base) and seciicular (at the top) resemble a

pointed feature at the top. These windows are two types: blind and ogotédblind and
openedwindows are observed ithe frontal facade® f Nazugn Maryam and Grc
Opened windws with identical features are also found in the churcAkitkdna Abbo. These

windows havesimilar featureswith the windows or door structures in Lalibela. The typical

examples are the windows curved at the frontal facade of Béta Abba Libanos.

Rectanglar windows with no distinct featuresare curved in the churches @fabra Sina
Mar yam, Gbp r a rAbuMigAr yaam dmaé windows i n vame sanc

resemble square projections witftonkeyheadcorner posts, which clearly manifests the tracery

*3Wudmaw Giyorgissome 10 minutes walk to the wesMifsanna Madhané Alachurch is named byhe local
people to refer to a church without any religious service. It is said to be bwittgdthe time of Zagwe Dynasty.is

not reestablishedeft probably since the Bcentury. It is a monolithic monument surrounded by roughly hewn
columns andnanifests some features with the churches in Lalibela & Magét. It has three sanctuariggowdtk
hewnthronesand different projections of rooThe floor of this monument is filled of dusts and soils and is exposed
for floods.Olivia trees are growmon the exterior of the roof

% http:/ftaiwandiscovery.wordpress.com/2013/03/16/ethiegidmordinaryrock-hewnchurches
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features of doors and windovicund in thevariousrock churches of TigrayLasta, Faa (e.g.

Dabra Taklalymanot a stone built church near Dabra Ta@hillipson 2009)andi n Gaybnt
(e.g.the church of Masanna MadlaAlam). But the frames in Magdtalibelaa nd Garg b nt
different from Tigray; in whichthe framesn Tigray aresandwichtype that timbers are used

entered in to the roglout the formers have mainigtegral rock carved feates

I tig

Fig.4.2 shapes of windows at the churches of Nazugn Maryam (I), Abakana Abbo (1) & Bétiba
Libanos in Lalibela(lll), note the pointed features at the topid part of the windows

Y.

Fig.43Fr ames of wi dows in the hurches of Gprar

& a door at Masanna Madhané Alam (l11)

Some of the churches have friezes decorating the windows and doors of the churches. Windows
connected by cross shaped featuresrobsa the churches of Nazugn abdbra Sina Maryam

just relatively identical with cross shape windows at the church of Béta Maryam and Béta
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Masgal. Many churches of thé/ardda have also indirectly opened and irregularly shaped
windows some ofthemare cdled s p q uDe3pite these, regardless of the present modified
windows and entrances, their original structures are unidentified in the churches of Addis Amba
Ma@dhan® Al 2m Washa Michael, Dasnja M2dhan® Al

The above points are abouetinames of the rock hewn entranaasd windows of the churches.

But about the materialssed to closentrancesnd windows are mainly recently prepared. The
windows are either normally opened or temporarily closed using wood (nyathlh a b pdeorh a
eucalyptus tree) damera The entrances also have doors made of wodahoerg most of they

are prepared recently. The wooden? h 2 b % Hoars ik the churches of Addis Amba
Madhané Alam and Nazugn Maryam are old aged and very thick just thefdaad in various
churches of Tigray and Lasta.

D). Cross Engravings and Cross Shape Features

Someof the rock hewn churches of tWgaradahave cross engravings in their internal parts
indicating the Christian affinitiesThese engraved crosses are hewithe wall, roofandaround
domes and entrances. They are obviously engraved to indicate whether the builder is a Christian

or the building is dedicated to a church.

Cross engravings obsev®n the wall of the churches oBéta Hara Eiyyasuand aroundhe
dome and entrances 8f. George at Washa Michagurch(rich in cross engravingsiye simply
engravedA single crossis also engraved on tldomeof Addis Amba Madhané Alaproof of
Aqggat Margosand Abakéana Abbo.These all engravedcrosses arenot decorated They are
simply engraved with a simple design. Bhetengraved cross on the wall AbundAron is
distinct from other churcheét is delighted by flower adornment engravings and extends down

ward to the floor just resembling a processionassstyle

The cross engraved on the roof of the sanctuary of the ApostikkbuindAron (see fig. 3.5,

p.44)is also very big; perhaps, similar with that of existed at Béta Michael in Lalidela

Qirgqos Wuaro in Tigray Adventitiously, the church oAddis Amba Madhané Alam has two

hewn opened cross shaped features very common in the churches of Lalibela such as at Béta
Maryam, Béta Abba Libanos and at the western frontal facade of Béta Golgotha (at the back of
the Tomb of Adam).
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Fig.4.4(l) engraved processional cross in the Church of Abuna Aron; (#)cross cut featurén the holly of

Addis Amba Madhané Alm and (lll) on the southern external wall of Bétd Maryam in Lalibela
E). Paintings

Unlike the rock churches in and around Lalibela and Tigray, the rock churches found in
ShadaheMagét are less painted. But the existed paintings are not visited by researchers. The
paintings in the church of Addis Amba Madhané Alé&h pp. 5556) are vey significant
Probably, paintings omsuch an old aged umbrella are not found elsewhere in the country.
Because, such type of umbrella with paintings is not utilized in the EOTC tradition except in this

church, nofoundelsewhere.

Words were depicted anod the paintingof the umbrellathough most of the writings are

removed. $me Ge'eztermsare readable indicating the development @e'ezwriting of the
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time. Thepaintings on the western externaldde of the holy of this churare pictures of saist
observedmnainly above their necks. It is because that most of theipgsrare fading and most of
themare not clearly seen by eye. What commonly observed on the paintings is that the circular
stylesof the pictures above their necks, that indicateg #ne pictures of saints.

Fig.4.5 () Wall painting; fig.4.5 (Il) pictures depicted in side othe hand craft umbrella(both are
found in the chanting placeof Addis Amba Madhané Alam

Mention also shoulthe madeo the 17" century paintings (according to the local sources) in the
churches of Zpjj® Maryam t hat are painted on
Christ and His Mother as well as other saints. These paintings are dominated by lined features

using mairy of white, red and black colors.

Fig46l conographic in the church of Zpjj?& Maryam, S
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The paintings of @antedon a dhalar glethm Blueey red, kdatks vehite,

yellow and green and other colors are used t he paintings of Gbpr ar
Maryam, there areepz t er ms descri bing the pictures fol
hewn churches of th&/arddahave no any paintings.

F). Pillars

Most of therock hewn churches ahe Warada have pillars with varying numbers. These
columns are found within the internal parts of the churches and are identifatiaes with
pierced archés and non arch shaped as well as with suppotéggrsat the top of their par
without these features. Thembersf pillars (all arecurved inside of the churcheshd some of
their featuresn the rock hewn churches of Mag&tiradaare recorded as follow in the table.

No | Nameof the churches N&Ta?i&m Features

1 AbungAron 14 Roughly hewnrectangular with pierced aches, supported by
rock girdles

2 Débra Q& iri Maryam 3 Newly built, arch shaped, no girdlegctangular

3 Gbpbkawit Abbc 1 Arch shaped, supported by horizontal girdlestangular

4 Quragura Maryam 2 Rectangular, not ardhaped, no horizontal girdles

5 Abékana Abbo 2 Rectangular, not arch shaped, no girdles

6 Nazugn Maryam 4 Roughly built, noarch shaped, no supporting girdles,
rectangular

7 A' e malasé § 7 Newly and rudely hewed, rarch shaped, no supportiggdles

8 WashaMichael’ 12 Arch shaped, supportéxy rock girdles, very shartound

9 Dasnja Madhané Alam 5 Arch shaped, supported by girdles, smoothly hewed

10 Addis Amba Madhané Alam 4 Smartly hewed, arch shaped, no horizontal girassgangular

11 ~ ambagot Madhané Alam 5 Roughly hewed, supported by leveled girdles, arch shaped

12 Aqgat Margos 9 Poorly arch shaped, no girdles, rudely hewed

13 ZDj j & Maryam 4 Smoothly hewed, arch shaped, supported by girdles

14 Gprar Maryam 3 Smartlybuilt, arch shaped, supported by girdlesctangular

15 Dabréa Sina Maryam 6 Smartly hewn, arch shaped, supported by girdles

16 Dufti Madhané Alam 3 Rectangularno girdles, arch shapesinoothlyhewed

17 Yéadoga Abbo 3 Not arch shaped, no horizontatdles

Table 4.2Numbers of columns and some of their features in churchesMgét (Source: Own Survey)

% The arch shaped features connectirgjllar with anothe(just forming a bracket), the roof and the wltmed the
shape of Akamite Stele.
% The broken columns in the churches 8fmb @ q o t |, G b r Rasnja ar&mdbcludedv Alltof th& pillars in the
cave churches of Dufti Gabriel, Béta Hara Eiyyasus and St. George at Washa ktighaebollapse.
7 The pilasters foundithe sanctuary of St. GeorgeWasha Michaehre indicators that arch shapatlars might
be existed.
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Note that the manner of pierced arches, rectangularity, and the horizontal girdles curved are not
identical in all of the churche3he columnsn the church of Aqgat Marqos amifti Madhané

Alam arepoorly arch shapely connectet@ihe pillars with rock girdles are better arch shaped, just

to resemble the shapes of the Akste Stele. Most of th@illars have arches in their four
directions to canect each othewith pilastersor to form arcades thatrojectedthe roof. But the
archesn Addis Amba Madhané Alam and Dufti Madhané Aléhurchesare two sided.

The girdles resemble different designs, tgnallesof columnsi n 't he chur gam of Gb
cooperatedgirdles in the church ofGb b k a wi; tand Ahbeé Eveledjirdles in = &mbagot

Madhané Alam andDabra Sina Maryam.Most of the pilastersof the churches have a
rectangular feature bsome columns in Aggat Margesd Yadoga Abbo are not muehough

to be rectangulaor round Moreover, amly onepillar in the church oD&bra Sina Maryam is

decorated bywo engraved symbols, but no meanings can be understand, simply they indicated

the Ge'ezletters ofx' and 8 ' havng the ancient style of writing

Fig47t ypes of ©pillars in the churches of Gprar Mar
decorated column in the church of Dabra Sina Maryam(lll)

The pillars that have a pierced arches and horizontlgles, exhibiting the shape of Aksite

Stele, with some variations, are very common in many rock hewn churches of Tigray, Lalibela,
Gaybnt and Wadla(but there are a wuniquely he
Alam, which have multiple sides). It is stated that the actual mleacehes in the church of

AbunadAron resemble the features oblBala Giyorgis in Lasta (Wright 1957), indicating the
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cortinuity of the tradition.Thesearch shaped structuress features of Christianity of Aksum is

evidenced in thd™ centuryA.D.®®
G). Domes

Domesarewidely existed features in the rock hewn churches oM#dgéda Ten of the rock
churches have one aatbovedomes in their naveddost of the domes argmilarly circular. A
domeinGob k awi t anlelrgatddextangular feature antdbears white and bl&aolors.
But in the rectangular domed sanctuary of Quraqura Margadh Grar Maryamthere is a
circular domein the midile part. Thedomes in the churches @bjja Maryam and Béta Hara
Eiyyasusarepainted ly different colors of which the red and green colors are clearly identified

The domes in the churches of Washa Michaeghich are surrounded by the arcadasd
Quraqura Maryam are doubled. A dome atas Maryam,which hasa featuregaranyo masaqél,
is similar to that of existed at Massana Madhané Alam in Gaynt. Exept the chubdiursf
Aron, the establishments of other churches oftligadaextended to the™century.Hence the
dome atthe church ofAbun&Aron of the 14" centuryis circular, similar with otherdomes,
which couldbe thatthe buildersmay observed this tradition fromtherchurchesf the Warada

since they are nearestbmbra Darét.

Fig.4.8 different types of dmes(above)in the churches of Gebsawit Abbo(IGprar Maryam (ll); (below)
Washa Michael(lll) & Quraqura Maryam(1V)

% Prof. David Phillipson (emaiflommunicatior)
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A

The churchesf Massana Madhané Alam aMdudmawGiyorgis have different domes in which

some of them are similar with domes§ churches in MaqétA circular dome in the church of
Massana Madhané Aldm has a speaécvedfeature amda warg(pillar of gold), in its mid part
which issimilar to that of existed in the sanctuary of Nazugn Maryamth are abovéhe rock

hewnmanbar

In the traditionof EOTC, domes are curved in the easternmost part of the church, parallel to the
throne in the sanctuary (Buxton 1947). Itright, however, that the domes in the churches of
Maqgét are hewn in the roof of the sanctuary. Uncommonly, the dome in the diuigjyat

Marqos is placed in the westernmosthe church.

These domes are basically charaterizing features of the churches of Maget. Infact, this feature are
evidenced in different churches of the country. It is presented in some churches of Lasta area
example,at Bolbala Qirgos and Immakina Madhané Alam(Natnael 2012) and in the esath
Abrhawa ARbhaand MaryanDabra koyon in Tigray. In fact, wooden framed dosre found

in DabraDamo,Y i mr hann?2 [BabraTsklabysnanatBétalhérPhillipson 2009).

The tradition of dome in the sanctuarytbé churches might be related with the early Eastern
Christian cultures. Dome in the tradition of Christianity, symbolizes the heavenly Jerusalem, that
is why it is always curved in the most imngart of churches. This tradition has became the
distinguishing fature of Byzantine architecturen the 4" century, during the reign of
Constintine At this time, Constantinople had became the major center sdérBaChristianity

and its architecturalemter. Egypt, Syria and Asia Minor were under this influence during this

time (Stephenson 2005). It was at this time that Ethiopia had a great relationship with these
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centers of Chrstianit{Taddesse 1972As a result, this traion might be introduced b&buna
Muse But, Phillipsoninformed me that m the early Axumite centuries, domes are not still
evidenced, but in the vergte first millenium AD®® Hence, the evidences of domes in Maget

may sketchean attention of researchersthe area.
H). Manbar (Throne)

Méanbérin the traditionof EOTC s not seen separately with the Ark of the Covenant in which
the manbaris usedasthe restfor the tabot (Heldman 1992)Manbéar could be prepareffom
different materials based on differecbnditions it may beof rock, wood, metal, or other
minerals. In a unique quantified tradition, many rock hewn churches of M&yétdahave rock
hewnmanalprt(pluratthroned excavated from the parent rock in itheanctuaries. This type of
manbaris immovable since it is not detached from the bed noithk different extentOf the rock
churches in thevarada,sevenof them have rock hewn thrones,rasorded in the tableelow.

No Name of the Churches Number of Thrones
Nazugn Maryam
Béta Hara Eiyyasus
W asha Michael (St. George)
© ambagot Madhané Alam
Zpjja Maryam
Dabra Sina Maryam
Grar Maryam
Gpobkawit Abb
Dufti Madhané Alam
Total

OO0O~NOADWNR
NRPRNRPRORRR

Table 4.3Rock hewn thrones irthe churches of Magét WaradéSource: Own Survey)

The rock thrones in these churches are rectangular in shape with differeninéshemare
rectangular. Some of thenare thrones withdifferent hewed parts in the churches Daffti

Madhané AlamBétaHara Eiyyasus and Washa Michael.

Positively, the rock hewmanbaris one of the most important traditions of the rock hewn
churches of Magéwarada These features also existed in the rock churches found in Wadla,
Dawnt , G a yta dhistrictsa Ihisl meRtiared that there are five stone thrones in the rock

hewn monolithic church of Wumo Madhané Alam in Feat Waréda(Solomon 2011). | have

%9 David Phillipson(email communication)
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observe rectangular thrones in Masanna Madhané Alam\dndmaw GiyorgisSomethrones
of these churches have different parts similahtonesfound in the churches of Méageét.

Rock hewn thrones are very rarely observed in the rock hewn churches of Lalib8lay@yd
such as in the church of Maryam Wwuag (Phillipson 2009). The excavation of thrones has
decreased to the later periods when movable thrstaeted to baisedwidely. This probably
implies that the rock hewn churches of Maqét are the earliesbthars in the country.

Fig 4.9Rock hewn thronesinte chur ches of 1énbagatMadkené Aldanth)Masknna
Madhané Alam (I1); & Wudmaw Giyorgis(IV) (photo®)

) . Spbqur?at

S b q uis ohet of theothe uniquefeaturesof the churches of Magét. Unlike windows, they are

curved near or on the roof of the churches. Their shapes are mainly irregular and are used
directly or indirectly for the entrance of light. The churches such as Agqgat Marqgos, A'emad
$pllasé,” amiB q o t Madhan® Al 2@ m, Quraqura Maryam and

different opened holes mainly along and around their sanctuary.

The apex o6 p g wultére is found in the church éfbundAron. Unlike others, the p q unr 2 t
the church oAbunaAron, proper on the roof ahe nave,draws an attention in the situation that
there is no water droplet in side tife church through that spaceé.was first mentioned by
Stephen Wright (1957) who expressed his feelings that this prodigy had recounted tien on t
spot. It may create a great attention among rock church researchers in theTheudetailof

thiss p q usdélitered at the beginning of this chapieft Abuné Aron, pp29-30).

J). Cemetery= Burial placesare also features of the churcheshich need consideratiom

relation to the cave churchékhese sites will have an archaeological function for some reasons

“These thronesereaccessible to take a picture while | viadield work.
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that the sites will furnish archaeological evidences through detail studies to assess the socio
cultural, the economic and politicalastises of the previous society of th&rada The most

nearest burials indicated the upper echelons of the society and the remote burials are those of
who had little social role in the society.is alsoa tradition in the churches of Ethiopia that the
bones of saints rested within or around the churchedieving that thebonesare sacred
Sometimes, piece of thebenesmay be used by the believers to cure disedisissevidenced in
different rock hewn churches of Ethiopia.

Dominantly, most of the chlahes of Magét consisteobnesof saints in their internal parts
within small caves or undergrounds or collected in wooden bdxes chanting placef Addis
Amba Madhané Alam is dominated bwrial sites, buried undehe floor and restedithin big
wooden boxeslong theBétalhém Most of theother churches have constitutdmbneseither

buried within a hole or rested in a prepared wooden box.

Fig.4.10(l) wooden boxe®f fossils in Addis Amba Madhané Alamfig.4.10(ll) fossils buriedunder the floor of
Washa Michaelchurch

Moreover, it is common mainly in the counside that burial sites could not batside of the
churchesyard One can observaanyburial placesaround the churches. The oldest burial sites
may be devastated in andto bury newly dead bodies as a result of shortagermgteryin the
churches. The burial sites nearest to the churahesalways either the saints iorthe recent

thought, the wealthiest and those of who served a lot in the churches.

Regardless othe recently burial sites, the oldest, at least before 50 years,buried within
underground, having a sign of plants and stone pilled featuresoHesinside of the churches
areof the saints. No tomb or statue of burial site is found in the chstchiee buil site in the

churches haveneaning that is the dead bodies areagisvburiedvesteast directionthe head of
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the dead body must lie thewest. This is related with the thought of Christig that thedead
bodiesalive and stand from wegt east in thd_ast Judgment Day

K. TechnologicalTraditions

There are some issues but unigue significant-the local technologicahids andapplication
used and found in the churches. The foundatioagifdb, an ae, asmall digging aid used for
the excavation in the church Abun&Aron is seerdistinctly (see fig.3.6, [32). The function of

this guddb is now changed,; it is serving for curing purpoBeough such excavating material is
not found in other churches Magét, the signs observed on the roof and wall of the churches
assurd the use osimilar local excavating material.x& hasanintertwined cultural relation with

the people of thevarada

The otherthat demand attentian theWaré&dais the local hand cratechnology. The foundation
of an umbrella, docdly hand craft production in Addis Amba Maahé Alam, is a unique
example It is directly related with the existing hand craft production of the people of the
Warada The skill used to prepare this umbrellasimilar with he locally produced carpet,
dawujja thathas interestingurposesamongthe peopleof theWéarada It servesither to spread

out grains to drying or sometimes for sleeping.

The umbrella is aaccentuatedutput of this hand craft techlogy existing since early times in

the area This umbrella is not movable, hanging on the roof, giving service only at a permanent
place in the chanting place of the church. One can question that what type of umigktlae

used for outside church serei mainly during festivities. Though no evidences found, a similar

product of movable umbrella might be used at this church.

4.4 Chronology and Continuity of the Tradition

| believe that the above discussidmsvecome across witlsignificant points helfing to assess

the issues of thehronologyand continuity of the rockhewnchurch tradition of Ethiopialhe

date origin and continuity of the rock church tradition are related isst@stheclarity stateof

the time and continuity of the rock churche$ Ethiopia, the challenging issue is their
chrorological establishmentTo examinethese issues, it needs to look the architectural features;

the skills and technologies used; tbeal written and oral sourceand achaeological findings
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Phillipson (2009)indicatesthe chronology of rock hewn churches of Ethiopia is based on local
and archeological sources, though the later one provided little inform&@tierdating in the area

of Tigray is suggested to be starting from tie(he original built up church of Aks m pykn
Church is said to be built in th&' 4entury) to the 14 centuryA.D. Phillipson also suggestetle
churches of Lalibela to be developed Iegng from the decline of the Ausiite Empire
through five stages, which indicates as the stages increases the Christianity affinity of the
churches also incregsd@he local accounts tradcke rock hewn churches in Lastéradaback

to the &' century (Natnael 2012)

But, based onlocal written andoral sources, the dating ofthe rock hewnchurchesof Magét
might be trace backto the 4™ century A.D and it reachsto 14" centuy A.D. Except the
churches ofAbunaAron, all of the churches are believediave been carveid the 4" century

A.D (note that the local accounts in tleek hewnchurches of Lasta and Tay traceback to the

6" centuryA.D). But it is difficult to take the local sources reliable since there is not historical
statements oAbundMuseé in the bishop history of EthiopiAt the same time, it is difficult to
suggest relative dating diese churches except the locally badating.

Here, theraditionaly based datingf these churches malyives rockhewnchurch researches to
give attention to these groupgchurchesn Magét | note that theseraditionalaccounts are the
major sourcedor the dating of the churchamtil archaeologicakources furnistfor a detalil

studyin thefuture.

The churches oMagétseem to be built imne generatianin fact, there is one millennium gap
betweenthe churches of Aron and otheirs which the continuity might be interrupted by
conflicts. Or the number of the rock hewn churches found indliEgadamight be assumed to be
enough for worshippingentersand the later rock hewn churd¢tewer might movel to other

areas.

The lessarchitectural featureand Christian affinitiebservedin the rock churches dflagét

also may indicate thathey might be carveearlier than other rock churches in the country.
Because most of the rock churches in Tigray anda_asé more architecteaind resemble
Christian affinities. It is stated that the Christian affinities of the rock hewn churches increases in

the churches built in recent times (Phillipson 2009)
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The existed architectures of the churches, such afidheontal layersand vertical buttresses,
might be a pre-existing tradition for latter churches of the country. THeamesof windows and

the horizontal projectionalsocould bethe base for the brandaek hewn churches development

of the later timesk-or example, the pointed features on the windows of Magét are imitated on the
frames of windows aBéta Abba Libanos, in LalibelaThe engineering skill used at Nazugn
Maryam church immediatelybecome a god discussion for thigsssue. The draining system
elucidates that the church could dere existingsystemfor the refined work resembleat Béta
Giyorgis in Lalibela.

The earliness of the churchesay be supported by the concentratéxtation of these lge
numbes of rock hewn churches iNagét Because, this concentration may raises question why
they built in this area.The presence of many numbers of rock hewn thromegalso indicate

the earliness of the churchddut, a great hope is given for @ue studies since it is hard to
accept the introduction of Christianity in this area in the fourth century A.D. At this level, a hint

is suggested based on local sources.

The other most important scenaii® aboutthe origin and continuity tradition of rock hewn
churches of the countin which theargumentis upon the issue of indigenously developed and
introduced elementsThoughthe tradition is more developeddesl on the internal experiences,
positively, the ntroduced and adapted elemeinighe tradition are not denieil one considers
the contact of Ethiopia with theEarly Christian World in different times.

The 4™ centuryA.D is a turning pint in the history of Ethiopia in whicBhristianityhas been
declared as a state religion. This time was critical both for secular and religious contacts of
Ethiopia with the Eastern Christian World, mainly with Byzantine Christians. The basilica style,
one of the basic features of the Byzantine architectueestizicture probablyadapted from the
tradition of Eastern Christianityt is common everywhere in Christian churcfiesneran 2007;
Phillipson 2009)But this is highly suspicioubecauseany constructor mashink to widenand
planned a rectangulaavecapable to accessed by believesince the monument is assumed to

be used for worshiping centeiccessed ball believersas much as possible

The domeof churches alsmight beadapted in to the tradition odck hewnchurch of Ehiopia

(cf. pp.86). The coming oAbunaMusé and other Saintsight haveadapted thesstylesin to
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the rock hewn church tradition of the country. Timay be evidenced based on the local written
sources and oral traditions which state the dating of the churchesw#thdain the 4" century
A.D, which is parallel to tharchitectural apogee of tHgyzantinePeriod But the tradition of
domes within thehatchedmasonryhouseholdhomesof Maqét is common, which is locally
calledgébatg mostly made of wood. This skithight be developed in to the rock hewhurch
traditions of the area.

Despite that, the tradition and origin of rock hewn church in EthiojBastated to be the
production ofthe internal based developmefdager & Pearce 1974)h&rock hewnchurches

of Magét have also basement of internal experiendérstly, the tradition ohewingof caves

from a rock is not a recent phenomenon, which trace back to the time before the introduction of
Christianity. Caves were usedresidencyandburial sites Hermits andmonks in Ethiopiaalso

had usedsdolated small caves for prayinghich developed into big chapels following the
expansion of ChristianityThis pre existing tradition could be the base for lbaingthe rock

hewn churches of the area.

Secondly,the different architectural applications such as the frames of doors and windows,
internal arrangements relation to the services of EOTC and arch shaped features of pillars and

horizontal and vertical layers are evidences supporting the influence ofi&xuadition.

Thirdly, the absence of written engravings is a common tradition in the rock hewn ehafch
Ethiopia. No written engravings are found in the churchéddarfét Thebuildershad no hobbies
to put written words indicating their names and the tmmen theyhewedthe church This is
because that it is common in the activities of religious fathers of E@®Rablyto be far from
cajolery. But this created a gap that makes thdition of the country argumentative among

many researchers.

Fourthly, the skills and technological materials used arengiilking in the culture of the people

of Magét. Thehewerusedanaxe- alocal material used in the day to day activities of thegheo

It did not use other advanced or introduced excavating materials. There is no any foreign
excavation aid discovered in any rock hewn churches of Ethiopia. Thisscassbred that, even

currently,the building of rock hewn churcheis usingnot advaned materials bua localaxe.
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The cave churchof Wéarg Washa Giyorgis, close to Cacéaho Madhané Alam, andutiently
hewing rock hewn monumestnear Gashana are good examplBse former one is probably
mentioned by Phillipon (2009) as it was hewingpw it is giving serviceThe newlyhewing
rock hewn monuments near Gashamevery interesting conducting in a way showing the skill
of Ethiopians asxisting evidencdo challengethe foreign based stubborn assumptions. The
excavation of these buildisgrom an existedsingle rock is started in 2011 byargéta Gabra
Masgal Tasamma (the pictures inserted below are taken on 19 January 2014).

5 \ y r ¢ \ 5 n
| 23 A NG |

Fig.4.11(1) & (Il) the unfinished hewingrock hewn monuments near Gashanapng the way td alibela

Fifthly, the foundation of many numlssof rock hewnthronesin the churches of the&/aréda on
one handindicated the earliness of thehurchesandon the other handi makes the tradition
very anindigenous. Becauseis onlyin Ethiopia thatabotbecome aenter of worshiping in the
Christian World. That is whynanbaris prepared irthe churches. Finally, the foundation of a
locally hand craft umbrella magnifies the internal development of the traditioeasurevhich

is not yet found anywhere. The written words on the umbrellaich areclearly Ge'ezterms,

accrediedthe indigenous tradition of the rock hewn churches oiMaeada

In general the locally based datindceeping the doubt on the spotfie poor workmansiu, the
poorly architecturaskills and the existed architectur@®oth indigenous and adapted traditions)
of the rock hewn churchemay indicationof the early constructiorof thesechurches than from
other rock churches in the country and tleeyvedmainly based on the existingndigenous

tradition which couldea base for the later rock hewn church tradition of the country.
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CHAPTER FIVE
5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 Conclusion

This study has introduced the rock hewn churches of Ma@&tda The churches are found in
the inaccessible area$ the Warédda The tradition othesechurclesis cave orientedOne rock
hewn monolithicchurch Nazugn Maryamis recorded and no built up churcteefound. The
manner of the excavation determines thalitionto be cave orientethat might be determined
by geological factors and the setting of the rocks

The rock hewn churches dMagéthave uniqgue and commanrchitecturesSome ofthemalso
have distinct cultural heritages. Thep g uof AbandAron and the monolithimmavewithin a
cavein Addis Amba Madhané Alam are unique features of the churches Wéh&daand in
the country in general. Thanks to the local hand craft technologhe umbrella which
temporarily hanged in the church of Addis Amba Madhané Alasnsignificantly a unique

property of the churchwhich is delighted byts internalarchitectural manifestations

The architectural projections and engineering skillsght be pre existed context for the
excavationof later refined rock hewn monolithic churches of Ethiofiae corner post integral
projectionsand the pointed features at the top part of windows and the buttresses, pilasters and
horizontal layers are clear examples to compare the archaéshits of theWaradawith other

churches mainly in different parts of northern Ethiopia.

The dating of the churches is questionable. No archaeological and historical sources found to
discusstheir chronology. The traditional sources traced the datinthe churches to the™4
century A.D.,in which most of thenare believed to have been built ApundMuséwho is not
known in the bishop history of Ethiopia. This issue demands detail archaeological and historical

studies.

The rock hewn church traditioof Maqgétis dominated bynternally developed traditionhan
introduced elements. The arch shaped features of the columns, the frames of windows and doors,

the architectural features on the walls and the different small caved&hapend the churches
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are Aksimite based. The foundation of many water conservation pools and the rock hewn
thrones in many churcheseindicationsof the insidedevelopmentsThe absence of engraved
writings in the churches also supported this isJue basilica projectionf the navesand the

dome shaped structures$ the rock hewn churcheme narrowly suspectedo beadapted from

the early Byzantine Christian traditians

Theconthui ty of t he r ock ib stilvexpegehcing io rel sas@wund thea d i t i
Warada The skill of excavating of churches from a living rock is performed in the nearby of
Gashéana anBabra Zabt, just indicating that the tradition is accustomed by many persons in the
Warada, by using local excavating aidswvhich is a living tradition This may challenge
researchers who counted the tradition to be foreign based.

The heritage management and conservation aspect of the churches is challenged by the existing
natural and anthropogenic problems. High rain fall and drgimgployeda great impactvhich
weaken the churchdgelpedby the nature of the rocks. Animals and roots of plantsthe ther
causes of deterioration of the churches. Anthropogenic related problems of the churches have a

profound impact on the churches and the treasures.

The comservationaspecbf the churchebsasdifferentproblems The absence of conservatidhe
threat of previous conservation activithat has stepped to anothedestructionand the
agglomeration of new history of the rock hewn churches. Tgeblemof Nazugn Maryam
churchis exacerbated by the previous locahservatioractivitiesthat demand an immediate
call for conservata and responsible decision maketsttle awarenes®f the societies; the
absence opublic & privates sectors and the existing illicit traffickirgtivities are also the
tangible challenges of treasures of the churchesfact, all these problems were raisedd

discussed deepin this paper. But future researches will compensate the draws.back

The tangible and intangible cultural heritages and the natural environmental setting of the
churches are the major opportunities for tourism development through proat@ibvinities of

the Waradawhich should be given attention in the future stulyese heritages have not only
religiousmeaningdut alsosignificantsocio-cultural and economic manifestationkthe people

of the Warada The CBT activity ofMagétis not linked with these churches, probably due to
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lack of facilities and weakness of tipeoject that lead the CBTContinuous assessments and

researches needs to improve the activity.

Moreover, this study hasindicated the mandatory of taking professional and decisional
interventions at least to decrease the challengeghef churches. It also indicatabe
opportunities for other archaeological investigations in and around the chyantiesilarly in

the vicinity of &mbé&got Madhané Alam and Nazugn Maryam and other churches reestablished
sometimes agoThe mandatory of ngent research activities in the neighboring districts of
Wadl a, Dawnt and Gaybnt is clued under this
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5.2Recommendation

| expect that this studiyascome across with pioneeringdiscussiorof the rock hewn churches

of MagétWarada But it is not the end of the game, which needs a continuous research to assess
the overall tradition these churches, both in the academic arena and tourism development of the
country. Hence, | have recommended the following core points on the spot.

V A detal research of each churchill come across with a deep understanding of the
architectural and engineering skills of the churches fohthteliscussion of the tradition
in Magétandin the country, in general.

V The dating issue of the churches of iMérach is based on oral traditions and written
hagiographies. Thidoes notconvince the datingnd future researches are expected to
provide archaeological evidengeshich may significant to study collapsed and recently
revealed rock hewn churches of IMarada.

V The churches should be registeesdparts of national heritagéhe role ofthe Cultural
and Tourism Office of Amhara Regional Staseindispensable in this regard, and the
activities of other cultural and tourism offices at different level areessavy.
Descriptions ofthe churches should beecordedat least by thaVarada'sCulture and
Tourism Cfice.

V The parish of th&varadahas responsibility to attend and promote these churches than
passing its time with routine activities, to sustain the activities of the churches.

V Both Public and Private sectors in relation to culture and tourism shouldataive
partcipationin the da@umentation, conservation and promotion of these churches.

V The previous conservation activities thie churches need a detail assessment so as to
assure thdonger existencef the churches as soon as possible. Urnilesds done many
churchesmay collapse in the nearest feature. In particular emphasis, forcitgent
situation, the rock hewn monolithic church of Nazugn Maryam needs an urgent
assessment tbhave mercy it from collapsings a result of anthropogenic and natural
factors.lron sheltering othe church is advisable decrease the impact of high rainfall and
sunlight.

V The conservation activity of the churches also needs the involvement of both professional

conservators and the host communities.
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Preliminary assessments and records should beatetdi before any conservation activity

of thechurches and periodical visit and repisrheecd Previousconservatioractivities

have left their obstacle to assess their early time situations and future decisions.

It needs detail inventoryf the tangibé and intangibleheritages of the churches.
Continuous recording and conservation is indispensable.

It is advisable to establish a commuoural museum of the churchesd other cultural
heritages which may be found the Warada on one way to safely kedpe heritages

and, on the other watg develop tourisnn the area

The expansion aflicit trafficking in the area is onef the major threats of the churches.
Awareness creation for the host communities is expected from heritage manager officials
andothes who duly worked on such cultural values.

The churchs also have to publicize using Medmsd other internet meamns relation to

social, cultural and economic significances

Thereareno sandardized restaurants and hoielshe Warada Investments in this area

shall be encouraged to promote tourism.

The CBT needs reevaluation and continuous assessment with the perspecticed of
village tourism in the area and it should be connected with these rock hewn chlisches.
activity should be oriented to solve some parts of the local people's economic and social
problems. For this matter, the participation of females should be increase and the local
guides need different trainings to carry their activity carefully.

The majo hindrance that disconnects the churches with the CBT activity of the area is
lack of infrastructure and other necessities in the area. Above all, the access of road
should be given priorityo manage the churches

The local manuscripts particularlgada AbunaMusé andAbunédAron need a critical
investigation and they should be published which will much support future studies on the

rock hewn churches of thWWarddaand other areas.

97



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

BIBLIGRAPHY

Published Materials

Abba Gorgoriwos. 1986Ya EthiopiaOrthodox Téawapdo Bétakrstian Tarik (in Amharic).
Addis Ababa.

AlegaTaye 1922 Ya Etyopiya Heb Tarik(in Amharic) Swedish Mission Press, Asmera.

Appleyard, D 2007. Ethiopian Christianity. In Perry, Ken, The Blackwell Companion to Eastern
Christianity. pp.117136. Blackwell Publishing Company Ltd.

Asfawossen Asrat. 2009The Temple of Yeha: Gé&mvironmental Implications on its Site
Selection and Preservatiom: Proceedings of the 16th International Conference
of Ethiopian Studieslrondheim.

Ashenafi kebede. 1975The Azmari: PoeMusician of Ethiopialn: the Musical Quarterly, Vol.
61, No. 1, pp. 457. Oxford University Press, London.

Ashley, C. 2000T he | mpacts of Tourism on Rural Livelilcr
Paper 128 Results of Research Presented in Preliminary Form for Discussion and Ciritical
CommentOdi). Retrievedfromhttp://www.odi.org.uk/resources/docs/2754.pdf

Bahru ZewdeA History of Modern Ethiopia, 185%991.2nded., Oxford: James Curre3002.

Bairu Tafla. 1977 Gugsa Wale, (April 187Karch 31, 1930).in: Encyclopedia Africana:
Dictionary of African BibliographyVol., I, EthiopiaGhana. New York.

Bekingham, C. F. andHuntingford, G. B. €ds). 1961 The Prester John of the Indies: The
Relation of the Lands of Prester Johviol. | & Il. Cambridge University Press,

Cambridge.

The Bible Societies. 195Bible (Holy): The Revised Standard Version

Birhane Meskel Desta. 13 Zéna Lalibela(in Amharic), Addis Ababa.

Blatt, H. et al. 198Q0rigin of Sedimentary RocK8renticeHall. ISBN 0136427103.

98



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

Brockman, N. C. 2011 Encyclopedia of Sacred Places. Second Ed. VALCQLIO, LLC. Santa
Barbara, California.

Brodie, N.& Tubh W. K. 2002 lllicit Antiquities: The Theft of Culture and the Extinction of
Archaeology Routledge, London & New York.

Butler, R.& Hinch, T.(eds.) 2007 Tourism and Indigenous Peoples: Issues and Implications.
Elsevier Ltd.

Buxton, D. 1947 The Christian Antiquities of Northern Ethiopia RossiniRassegna di Studi
Etiopici, Vol. 6, No. 2, pp. 20208. Istituto per I'Oriente C. A. NallinoStable.

. 1949 Travels in EthiopiaLindsay Drummond Ltd, London.
. 1970rhe Abyssiniasm Praeger Publishers, New York.

. 1971 The Rockhewn and other Medieval Churches of Tigre Province, Ethiopia
Printed fromArchaeologia vol. CIII.

Buxton, D. & Matthews, D. 1974The Reconstruction of Vanished Aksumite Buildifgem
Rassegna di studi Etiopici, Roma; V. xxv, pp- 53

Central Statistics Agency(CSA2007 A National Census Summery Repéddis Ababa.

Chaillot, C 2009 Traditional Teaching in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church: Yesterday, Today
and Tomorrow.In: Proceedings of the 16th International Conference of Ethiopian

Studies.Trondheim.

Chigira, M.et al. 2002 Engineering GeologyElsevier Science.

Chojnacki, S. 197.7Two Ethiopian IconsIn: African Arts, Vol. 10, No. 4, pp. 447+5661+87.

UCLA James SColeman African Studies Center.

Crumme, D. 1975 Chachaho and the Politics of the Northern WalReggemdirBorder.
Journal of Ethiopian Studies, vol. XIlldN1, Addis Ababa.

Davies, W.(ed.) 2001 Voices from the MountainOral Testimonies from Wolld:thiopia
Panos Institute, London.

99



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

Delmonaco, Get al 2010 Weathering Processes, Structural Degradation and $kipecture
Stability of Rock Hewn Churches of Lalibela (Ethiopfagological Society, London.

Dimond, W 200Q Processional Routes in libela. Building Material, No. 5 (winter 2001).
Published by Architectural Association of Ireland.

Doehne, E. & Price, A. C2010Q0 Stone Conservation: An Overview of Current Research. Second
Edition. J. Paul Getty Trust, Los Angeles, California.

Ephraim Isaac. 197472. Social Structure of the Ethiopian Churdfthiopia Observet4(4): pp.
240-288.

Eriksson, O 1932 Education in Abyssinigfrica. Journal of the International African Institute,

Vol. 5, No. 3. pp.33843. Cambridge University Press.

Ethiopian Orthodox Church1997. The Church Of Ethiopia: A Panoma of History and
Spiritual Life Addis Ababa.

Fattovich, R. 2010The Development of Ancient States in the Northern Horn of Africa, c. 3000
BC?AD 1000:An Archaeological OutlineJournal of World Pre History, Vol. 23,
pp. 145175. Springer Science+Business Media, LLC

Federal Negarit Gazeta. 200@roclamation, No. 209/2000, a Proclamation to Provide for
Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritag® Y&ar, No. 39Addis Ababa.

Feilden, M. B 2003 Conservation of Historic Building3hird Edition.Elsevier, London.

Findlay, L. 1943 The Monolithic Churches of Lalibela in Ethiopi@airo.
Finneran, N. 2007The Archaeology of Ethiopi&ondon, Routledge.

Folk, R. R. 1980 Petrology of Sedimentary Rockidemphill Publishing Company. Austin,
Texas.

. 2011Reader in Medieval and Historical Archaeolodyniversity of Winchester.

Gerster, G. 1970Churches in Rock: Early Christian Art in Ethiopi®haidon Press Ltd.,
London.

Gervers, M 1967 The Cave Church at Gurat (Charente): Preliminary RepGesta, Vol. 6, pp.
10-20. The University of Chicago Press.

100



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

Getachew Haile. 1988A Hi st ory of the Tabot of Atronuys?@
Paideuna, Bd. 34, pp. :22. Frobenius Institute.

Grierson R. 1993 African Zion: the Sacred Art of Ethiopi&ale University Press, New Haven.

Heldman, E. M 1992 Architectural Symbolism, Sacred Geography and the Ethiopian Church.
In: Journal of Religion in Africa, Vol22, Fasc. 3, ppR222-241. BRILL, New
York.

Huntingford, G. W. B. 1965T he Weal t h of Kings' and Int he En
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, Vol. 28,No. 1, pp3.1
University of London.

Jager, O. & Pearce, |. 1974ntiquities in North EthiopiaStuttgart, Germany.
Joffroy, T. 2005.Traditional Conservation Practice in AfricécCCROM.

Kaplan, S 1978 Hagiographies and the History of Medieval Ethiagifistory inAfrica, Vol. 8,
pp. 10#123. African Studies Association.

KidaneGirma & Hecht, D. E1983Et hi opi a' s Rock He wAmbioCWour ches
12, No. 3/4, World Heritage, pp. 2H12. Springer on behalf of Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences.

Kurtz, R. J. 2007 Debating the Language of African Literature: Ethiopian Contributidns
Journal of African Cultural StudieSpl. 19, No. 2, pp. 18205. Taylor & Francis, Ltd.

Layton, R.et al 2001 Destruction and Conservation of Cultural ProperBoutledje, London
& New York.

Leask, A. & Fyall, A 2006 Managing World Heritage Siteklsevier Ltd, Oxford

Leith, H. J 1980 Creeds of the Churches: A Reader in Christian Doctrine from the Bible to the
PresentThird Edition. John Knox Press, USA.

LepageC. & M, J. 2005 Ethiopian Art: The Ancient Churches of Tigr&iditions Recherche sur

les Civilizations, Paris.

101



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

Lindahl B. 197Q Architectural History of Ethiopia in PictureEthio-Swedish Institute of
Building technology, Artistic printers, Addis Ababa.

Lira, S. & Amoéda, R. 2002 Constructing Intangible Heritage. Green Lines Institute for

Sustainable Developmeriarcelos, Portugal.
Lule Melaku. 2008History of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Chureart I. Addis Ababa.

Manyara, G. & Jones, 2007.Community Based Tourism Enterprises Development in Kenya:
An Exploration of their Potential as Avenues of Poverty Reduclioarnal of
Sustainable Tourism, 1{6), 628644. doi:10.2167/jost723.0

Marcus, G. H.1994 A History of Ethiopia.Berkley/Los Angeledondon, University of
California Press, Ltd.

McCann, C. J1995 People of the Plow: An Agricultural History of Ethiopia, 18Q®90.

Madison The University of Wisconsin Press

McGrath,R. 1925 Lalibela. In: Rosita The Geographical Journal, Vol. 66, No. 6, pp-%l8.
The Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers).

Mengistu Gobezie2011 Yimerane Kiristos; A Bridge Between Axum and Lalibela Civilization.

Yimrhane Kiristos Chrch Parish Council.

Merla, G.et al 1979 A Geological Map of Ethiopia and Somali@onsiglo Nazionale delle
Ricerche, Italy.

Ministry of Culture and Tourism2009 Tourism Development PolicAddis Ababa

Moore, H. D 1936 Christianity in Ethiopia.Church History, Vol. 5, No. 3, pp. 27284.
Cambridge University Press.

Moore, N. & Whelan, Y 2007 Heritage, Memory and the Politics of Identity: New Perspectives
on the Cultural Landscape. Ashgate Publishing Company, England.

Munro-Hay, S 1991. Axum An African Civilization of Late AntiquityEdinburghEdinburgh
University Press

Ofcanky, P. T. & Berry, L 1991 Ethiopia, A Country Study Federal Research Division
Library of Congress. Kessinger Publishing, LLC.

102



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

PankhurstR. 1973. Caves inEthiopian History: With a Survey of Caves in the Environs of Addis
Ababa In: Ethiopia Observer, Vol. 160\ 1: 1535.

. 1982 The History of the Kwer'ata Re'esu: An Ethiopian lcAfrican Affairs,

Vol. 81, No. 322 (Jan., 1982), pp. 2125. Oxord University Press.

. 199 Social History of Ethiopia: Northern and Central Highlands from Early
Medieval Times to Rise of Emperor TewodrosStiIEdmundsbury Press, Bury St
Edmunds, Suffolk, England.

Parry, K (ed.) 2007. The BlackwellCompanion to Eastern Christianitglackwell, UK

Pawlikowski, T. J 197321972 The Judaic Spirit of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church: A Case
Study in Religious Acculturatiodournal of Religion in Africa, Vol. 4, Fasc. 3,
pp. 178199. BRILL.

Pearce, .1197Q The Cave, Rock HewnhGrches of Goremelurkey, and the Cave and Rock
Hewn Churches of Tigre, Ethiopién: Ethiopian Observer, Vol.13, No 1, pp-57
78.

Perczel, F. C1981 Ethiopian Crosses at the Portland Art Musedm African Arts, Vol. 14,
No. 3, pp. 5255+90. UCLA James S. Coleman African Studies Center.

Phillipson, D. W. 1998 Ancient Ethiopia, Aksum: Its Antecedents and Succeskorglon
British Museum Press

. 200%\frican Archaeology. 3 Ed. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK.

2009 Ancient Churches of Ethiopia; Fourfrourteenth Centuries.Yale
University Press, New Haven and London.

Pietrobruno, S 2009 Cultural Research and Intangible Heritage: Culture UnboundVolume
1, pp. 227247. Hosted by Linkdping University Electronic Press.

Playne, B. 1954St. George for EthiopiaBalding and Mansell Printers, London and Wisbech.

Rodey, L. 1989 Cave Monasteries of Byzantine Cappadodia The American Historical
Review, Vol. 94, No. 2, pp. 42826. Oxford University Press.

Schuster, H. M1994 Hidden Sanctuaries of Ethiopi#n: Archaeology, Vol. 47, No. 1, pp. 28
35. Archaeological Institute of America.

Sergew Hable Sellassie. 71® Ancient and Medieval Ethiopian Histotg 1270 Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.

103



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

Silverman, A. R. & Sobania, W. .N2004 Gold and Silver at the Crossroads in Highland
Ethiopia. International Journal of Ethiopian Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2 p{i82.
Tsehay Publishers.

Sobania, WN. & Silverman, A. R 2002 The Parchment Makers: An Ancient Art in Present
Day Ethiopia African Arts, Vol. 35, No. 3 (Autumn, 2002), pp. 82+92.
Published by: UCLA James S. Coleman African Studies Center.

Sundkler, B. & Steed, 2004 A History of the Church in AfricacCambridge University Press,
UK.

Taddesse Tamrat. 1972hurch and State in Ethiopid2701527. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

TekesteNegash. 2006The Zagwe Period and the Zenith of Urban Culture in Ethiopia, ca. 930
1270 ADRi vi sta trimestrale di studi e doc
| 6 Africae | 60r i ent el37. |Athutodtaliahd per INrcca e 1, pp
I'Oriente (IsIAO)

Tesfaye Moll. 2012Y2@ spr ' at @ Mahl ®t Darajaw@chafn ena T
Ambharic) Journal of Ethiopian Church Studies. The Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahido Church Sunday School Mahibere Kidusan Research Centre,po 2,
55-69. Addis Ababa.

Trimingham, J. S. 1952slam in Ethiopia.Oxford University PressGeoffrey Cumberlege
Publisher.

Uhlig, S. 2007 Meket.In: Encyclopedia Aethiopicavol. I, pp. 76768. Wiesbaden.
UNESCQ 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Herit8#°

Session of the General Conference, Paris.

. 2006 International Standards Section Division of Cultutdéritage Legal and
Practical Measures against lllicit Trafficking iBultural Property.

Wright St. 1957 Notes on Some Cave Churches in the Provinces of Wallonal of Annales
D 6 eopid Vol. Il, pp: 7:13.

Wudu Tafete. 2010G 2 d 2 Ih: &ncyclopedia AethiopicaSiegbert Uhliged, Vol. |, p.445.
WiesbadenHarrassowitz Verlag.

104



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

Unpublished Papers

Abebe Mengistu. 201 rchaeological Survey in and Around LalibeMA Thesis. Department
of Archaeology& Heritage Management, Addis Ababa University.
Adise Mekonnen. 20065eology and Geochemistry of Gudialcanic Massif, Northwestern
Ethiopian PlateauMSc Thesis.Department of Earth Scienc&ddis Ababa University.

Alemayehu Wassie. 2007Ethiopian Church Forests: Challenges and Opportunities for
RestorationPhD Thesis. Wageningen Univeristy, Wageningen.

Gebeyaw Ambelu. 2011Practices, Challenges and Opportunities of Community Based
Ecotourism Development in Meket Woreda, North Wollo Zone, Amhara Régfon.
Thesis.College ofDevelopmenStudies Addis Ababa University.

Kidanemariam Kassa2012 Impact of A CommunityBased Tourism Initiative on Highland

Communities in the Meket Wereda, EthiopfsA Thesis. School of Tourism and
Hospitality Management, Royal Road University.

Krafft, W. 1969 Remarks on Some of the Rock Hewn Churches near Weqro, TRgraper

presented at German school, Addis Ababa.

JaRco Consulting200-2008. Meket Livelihood Development Project Evaluation RepSeve
the Children UK.

Mengistu Gobezie. 200Rock Hewn Churchesiiand Around Lalibela: Archaeological and
Geological StudyMA Thesis. Department dflistory: ArchaeologyUnit, Addis
Ababa University.

Natnael Ketema. 2012rchaeological Study of Rock Churches in Lasta, Northern \Wélfo.
Thesis. Department ofrchaeologyand Heritage Managemenfddis Ababa
University.

Seid Getahun. 201RAssessment on Hydraulic Properties of the Ethiopian Ashange Formation.
MS ThesisDepartment of Earth Scienciddis Ababa University.

Solomon Ashagre2011. A History of Fafa Wereda, 1938991. MA Thesis. Department of
History, Addis Ababa University.

105



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

Tesfaye Aklilu. 2013 A History of Maqét Warada, 1941991. MA Thesis Department of
History, Addis Ababa University

Wudu Tafete. 1995A Political History of Wag and Lasta, 154319.M.A Thesis. Department
of History, Addis Ababa University.

Unpublished Manuscripts

Gadla AbundAron (recently written parchmemtvailable in the church &bunaAron)

Gadla AbunaMusé (a recently copiegharchment available in the church of Addis Amba Madhané
Alam, which is copied from Yéacira Madhané Ala@hurchin WadlaWarada which is also copied
from Yadbba Maryam in Dawnt that is said to be the original manuscripidia Abundviusé

Unpublished Sources used in Magéivarada

Solomon Warqaleul. 200B.c. Yahbratasab Aggaf Tourisnpinat Endpsgasé Yallabatn Daraja
Malayyat(in Amharic) Y2 m2 q ®t W2 r 2 d a Difa ét, FekrgitTour i s m k

Ya Macgt WaréadaB a h | Ena Toebétr2008 MCBaWhif2tdaw Y2 mig2afu Fpl
Kprstiyanat(in Amharic).Fp | aqi t .

YaMaget Wr ~ da Mast awehffibét dresgVRna anforknation Desk. 1998 EY@
MsgetWsr s da A S$S2 g én AmparichPelagt.t a

YaMgetWr " da Y2 M2 nges Gudayd kehiatbeét Y& MidiyadviasfafiyaEna
Lemat Yasera Hidat. 2003 E.Xx2 W2 r 2 d a [in Amhr&d Felagtt. a

Ya Maget Warada Ya Migest Information Ya Sera Hidat. 2004 EMZaradd i. (m Amharic)
Felaqit.

YaMgetWr “da VYaHaT@Rdt2 SErma A S Hidaa $P98nE.CYEMseetrWar $ d a
Af @ r Ay Ardhario) Felaqit.

106



A survey of Rock Hewn Churchdg@gét Warada

List of Informants

No | Name Sex | Age | Date of Place of Remarks
Interview | Interview

1 | QésAdam Fantaya M 60 | 16/9/2013 | Béta Hara | He is treasury's keeper and he live
in the church fomany years.

2 | AbbohayAddisu Yalaw M 60 |29/9/2013 |Gpr ar | Heis keeper of the church's

Maryam treasure lives in the church for
many years.

3 | QésAmbaw Addissé M 62 | 21/9/2013 | Aggat He is servant in Aqgat Abbo and |
participated when the church has
reestablished

4 | QésAmbaya kassé M |61 |3/10/2013 | Quraqura | He is the treasury's keeper and
lived many years in the church.

5 QésAlamnaw Makonnan | M 60 | 2/10/2013 | Gb b k a \ He lives in the area for many yeg
and he knows the history of th
church.

6 | MargétaAmbaya $Stotaw M 80 | 6/10/2013 | Abakana | He born and lives in the area & |
has served the church for ma
years

7 DeaconAséaffa Dasalagn M 25 | 24/9/2013 | Yadoga Abbo| He is served in the church

8 | QésBitaw Waldé M 50 |9/9/2013 | Dabra He is the leader of the church. k

Q4 in born and lives in the area for ma
years

9 | QésDamssé Kidé 89 | 26/9/2013 | Dufti He stayed in church service f
more than70 years and he has liy
in the cave of Dufti Gabriel with hi
families before the cave has turn
in to a church.

10 | AbbaDéarbaw Rata M 73 | 11/10/2013| Washa Leader of the church and he

Michael participated when the church has
been cleaned ih959

11 | QésDasalagn Séargé 35 | 24/9/2013 | Yadoga He is leader of the church & know|
the church's history.

12 | QésDasalagn Adbaru 45 | 6/9/2013 | Ae'mad He is leader of the church Behas
knowledge of the church.

13 |QésD2 st aw k22 gM |65 |5/9/2013 | Nazugn He lives in the area and serve the
church for many years

14 | Ato Dubé Wadaynaw M 58 |29/9/2013 |Gbpr ar |He is a local miltia and h

Maryam participated to save church's
properties when the treasure's ho
was burning

15 | MazammirEiyyasu M | 64 | 20/10/2013| Dasnja He is the canter of the church ang

Taddassa lives in the area for many years.

16 | QésFaskaw Warqu 40 |" " He is leader of the church & has
knowledge of the church.

17 | AbbaGabra Egzi'abhér | M 76 | 11/9/2013 | Abuna He is head of the monastery and

Waldatklé Aron has deep knowledge about t

church.
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18 | MargétaGétachaw Ababg M |55 | 6/9/2013 | A'emad He has knowledge of the church.
19 | QésGadam Kasé M 56 |29/9/2013 |Gbr ar | Heisservantinthe church & he
Maryam has knowledge of the church.

20 | Liga KahnatGalaw Dubala | M | 77 | 19/9/2013| &mbaqot | He leads priesthood of thgarada
for more than 25 years and he
knows how the church is
discovered.

21 | W/ro Gombé Méakonnéan F 68 | 21/9/2013 | Agqgat She was born in the area & s
remembers the cave before
becomes a church. She had lo
political participation during Hailg
Sollasé Il in the 1960s.

22 | AbbaHaila Gabriel M 30 |[3/9/2013 | Addis QésagabaZzmanager of church's

Amba property and service and he know
the history of the church.

23 | QésMabreé Warrata M |72 |5/9/2013 | Nazugn He served the church and he live
many years in the area

24 | QésMangpst Adal 45 | 16/9/2013 | Béta Hara | He is leader of the church & has
knowledge of the church.

25 | Wana SajirMazgab Asaffé | M 45 | 22/10/2013| F b | a g | He is an officer ofzgpbit Gpbmja
BétService and he has knowhow
about the illicit trafficking activity
in Magét.

26 | Abba Matabé Alamrraw 87 | 27/9/2013 | Dufti He lived in the area for long years
and had served in the church.

27 | QésMarag Fantaya 32 [23/9/2013|Zpj j # | Heisleader of the church & know,

Maryam the church's history.

28 | AbbaMogasée Msgé M 55 | 19/9/2013| ambéaqgot | He is keeper of thehurch's
treasure and he was the victim by
the band of thieves

29 | Ato Mogas Téakaign M 45 | 23/9/2013|Zbj j & | Heis afarmer & he has know how

Maryam about the history of the church.

30 |[QésMot ku k2 ga|M |61 |5/9/2013 | Nazugn He is leader of the church & lives
in the area many years.

31 | QésMulu Ayanaw M 53 | 19/9/2013| ambéaqgot | He is a servant and has knowledg
of the church.

32 | QésSa agn Hailu M 40 | 6/10/2013 | Abakana | Leader of the church and he h
knowledge of the church.

33 | AtoShifaraw kafyalaw |M |32 |22/10/2013| F p | a q | He is working in the Cultural and
Tourism Office of thaVarada.

34 | QésTadé Wanna M 46 | 26/9/2013 | Dufti He is keeper of treasure & he has
knowledge of the church.

35 | QésTaddassa Abrham | M 30 | 2/10/2013 | GbD b k a \ He is the keeper of thehurch and
he has knowledge about the chur

36 | DeaconTaddassa Wadayl M | 24 | 9/9/2013 | Dabra He is servant in the church and

Qettin has knowledge about the church.

37 | Abba Zéna Taka M 40 | 3/9/2013 | Addis Amba| He is head of the church & has

knowledge othe church.
APPENDICES
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Appendix |: Interview Formats and Questions
l. Profiles of Interviewee

A. Name

B. Age

C. Sex

D. Social psition

E. Place of interview

F. Date ofinterview

II. Interview Questions
1. When was the churduilt?
2. Who built the church?

3. Was there any naturand anthropogenic related catastropimethe church that had

interrupted its liturgeal activities?
4. When did the previousonservatioractivities started in the Church?
5. Who did theconservatioractivity of the church?

6. Was the church visited by tourigtedresearchers?

Appendix Il Lists of Rock Hewn Churches of MaqétWarada
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