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shelter became part and parcel of migrant hood life . The shelter problem of migrants is supported 

by previous studies (Mosses, 2000; K warkye and Anarfi ,2007 and Munishi ,2013). Mistreatment 

by house owners is identified as dimension of shelter problem in this study. The shelter problem 

is not confined to individuals engaged in street vending but situations such as confiscation of 

goods and livelihood insecurity worsen shelter problem of vendors. 

The study unveiled physical insecurity of migrant street vendors. The security workers 

who are in charge of controlling street vending inflict physical attack on vendors. Physical threat 

against migrant street vendors is supported by a previous research. (20 \3), for instance, 

shows the physical threat of migrants in Tanzania. 

The investigation shows that migrant street vendors encounter health threat. The health 

threat of migrants is ascertained in previous studies (Kwarkye and Anarfi ,2007; Munishi 2013). 

Coping mechanisms against the challenges 

Coping mechanism against threat of financial constraint and job insecurity 

Economic capital: The multi-layered social resilience framework elaborates people use 

economic capital as prerequisite to cope with shocks. This entails command over economic 

resource either in the form of cash or asset. Migrant vendors confirm this by using economic 

capital through saving and ownership of assets. 

Cultural capital : The multi layered social resilience framework accounts for cultural 

capital as prerequisite for coping mechanism. Habit that is the specific facet of cultural capital is 

established as precondition for resilience building in multi layered social resilience fran1ework. 

This is maintained by empirical evidence of the study. Migrant street vendors addressed that in 
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order to cope with financ ial and job insecurity constraint, they change the habit of eating by 

reducing the the number of meals per a day from three to two and one. In addition, they engage 

in labor activities to cope with the problems. With regard to changing the style of eating, there 

are previous researches corresponding to the finding indicating that migrant people in cities 

change the style of eating in order to cope with financial constraint ( Tollosa, 2008; Odulana & 

Olamajiye,1999). 

Migrant vendors engage in labor work when they encounter financial problem and work 

insecurity. As soon as they ensure money they have cannot fulfi ll their demand and they calIDot 

carry out their vending activities because of security patrol , and hence, they engage in labor 

work, which will have immediate solution for their problems. This finding is perpetuated by 

empirical evidence of study in Nigeria depicting that people engage in different supplementary 

activities like labor work in order to cope with financial problems ( Odulana & Olamajeye, 1999). 

Social capital: multi - layered social resilience framework ascertains the importance of 

social capital for resilience building .Migrant vendors cope with financial constraint and 

livelihood insecurity using social facet of resilience building and livelihood insecurity which 

included membership in traditional saving institution called ' ikub' and getting help from friends 

in form of loan and aid . 

Migrant vendors utilize traditional savll1g institution called "Ikub" to cope with the 

financial problem and livelihood insecurity. They save in the association no matter the amount of 

saving. Traditional saving institution called 'ikub' is actually not saving mechanism practiced by 

street vendors rather it is common means of dealing with financial issues in the entire 

community in Ethiopia. Ikub as social capital cannot be perceived only in terms of financial 
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dimension it can play positive role to strengthen togetherness among vendors so that they can 

help each other and discuss over different issues. 

The other social capital is getting support from friends. Accessing financial support from 

friends either as loan or as aid is used as coping mechanism against the challenges. A study in 

Bangladesh, Dhaka Hossain (2005) supports this finding in that migrants in employ networking 

to cope with challenge of urban life. 

Coping mechanism against the problem of shelter 

Social capital: Multi-social resilience framework portrays social capital as a precondition 

for resilience building. The empirical evidence from the study further evidences this. Migrant 

vendors rent in-group to cope with the problem of shelter. This ultimately helps them to reduce 

the burden of payment that could become more difficult if it is rented at individual basis. Migrant 

vendors rent house in groups despite its side effects like suffocation, conflict of interest and 

exposure to disease. This indicates deviation of the coping mechanism of migrant vendors from 

the notion of multi-layered social resilience framework that does not entail a coping mechanism 

against a problem should result in another constraint so that the individual is chained in the 

vicious circle of problems. 

Coping mechanism against physical insecurity 

Cultural Capital: Migrant vendors uncovered that security guards pose the physical tiU'eat. 

. Multi layered social resilience framework explains cultural capital is prerequisite for coping 

mechanism. In order to cope with physical threat, they run away as soon as they notice arrival of 

security guards to their vending area. Multi layered social resilience framework explains this 

finding in that it attests cultural capital is prerequisite fo r coping mechanism. The study'S result 
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perpetuates a study in Tanzania indicated Massai migrants run away to cope with physical 

insecurity (Munishi, 2013). 

Coping mechanism against health challenge 

Cultural capital: The empirical evidence indicates that migrant vendors use self­

medication ( buying drug from pharmacy without medication) and using garlic as coping 

mechanism against health threat. Multi-layered social resilience framework explains this 

particular coping mechanism in that it recognizes cultural capital as one of resilience building 

processes. Cultural capital includes the habit people develop towards a threat. A study in Ghana 

supports the finding in that migrant children in Ghana self medicate themselves at the time of 

ailment (Kwarkye and Anarfi, 2007). Migrant vendors also use garlic as coping mechanism 

against health threat. Nevertheless, this finding is not supported by any of previous researches. 

There are coping mechanisms that deviate from the tenet of multi-layered social 

resilience framework. Migrant vendors to cope with the problem of financial insecurity and 

livelihood insecurity use reducing the frequency and amount of food intake. This can trap them 

in the other challenge of health ri sk. Minimizing meal to cope with the financial and livelihood 

insecurity just shifts from one sort of challenge to the other. However, the concept of resilience 

does not COlmote with this kind of effect. In the other parlance, coping mechanism developed 

against a tlu'eat should not yield another challenge. Migrant vendors in order to cope with the 

challenge of shelter rent room in-group, which brought side effect of risking their health because 

of suffocation. The other paradoxical connotation of the vendors coping mechanism in light of 

multi-layered social resilience framework is purchasing medicine without diagnosis. As the 
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mechanism has possibility of making vendors use medicine in a mistaken way, it can even 

worsen their health situations. 

Conclusion 

This study is designed to study challenges and coping mechanisms of rural-urban migrant 

street vendors. In order to gather information on the issue the investigator used in-depth 

interview with 14 rural-urban migrant vendors. Based on the finding of the study the following 

concluding points are forwarded. 

The migrant vendors encounter various challenges. The financial constraint is found to be 

one of problems of migranthood life of street vendors. The income generated through vending 

does not suffice their need. The challenges related to shelter are also pointed out in the study. 

More specifically rural-urban migrant street vendors suffer from fi'equently soaring house 

rent. The challenge of shelter exacerbates the fragile economic situation of migrants. The rural­

urban migrant vendors are exposed to physical insecurity. The empirical finding witnesses they 

are attacked by security officers who control vending. The illegality of street vending according 

to informants exposes them to physical attack. According to the finding, there is health risk of 

rural-urban migrant vendors. Renting a narrow room in-group exposes them to health problems. 

In addition, the financial constraint for medication is also found as the problem of health. The 

empirical evidence indicates the challenge of insecurity of livelihood. The interviewees 

evidenced that they are uncertain in their livelihood activities because of confiscation and lack of 

fixed place to sell their goods. 

The study unveiled that rural-urban migrant street vendors employ different copll1g 

mechanisms against the challenges. In order to cope with financial constraint and livelihood 
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insecurity, vendors save money, engage in supplementary activities, get help from friends, 

change the style of meal, own assets like grain and animals at countryside and they rent rooms 

in-groups. In order to cope with the problem of health, they buy drug without diagnosis in order 

to solve the problem of cost of medication. The vendors cop with physical insecurity by running 

away. 

Stakeholders such as government and NGOs should support the coping mechanisms 

employed by the migrant vendors particularly coping strategies that have no side effect on 

vendors. The planned action from concerned bodies will not only play its role in consolidating 

the coping mechanism of rw'al-urban migrant vendors but also be transformative intervention 

shifting migrant vendors from informality to formality. If vendors are provided with access to 

credit schemes and specific area to vend, street vending may not be their lifelong livelihood 

rather vendors can evolve from illegal street vending to legal business activities. 

Implications 

Implication fo r social work 

The social work profession is highly concerned with helping people facing constraints. 

The profession follows asset-based approach to support people facing challenges. In the other 

parlance, it helps people to help themselves based on the asset or capital they possess, which 

could be economic, social and cultural. In this case, strength or asset of rural-urban migrant street 

vendors in Addis Ababa is manifested through the study'S finding. The study indicated what kind 

of capital or asset is used by them to cope with problems. 

Based on the finding of the study, social workers can play the role of advocacy. The 

advocacy of social workers can build linkage between migrant street vendors and different 
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organizations that can stake their share to support migrant vendors to win their challenge or 

reduce the magnitude of constraints they are suffering. Doing so plays crucial role for enhancing 

the coping mechanism of migrant vendors. If an advocacy work results in facilitation of business 

skill training, they can have a better knowhow on how to deal with their livelihood activities. 

Policy implication 

Street vending is widely seen as wreak of havoc, which encompasses the problem it 

causes to the morphology of cities and grievance fe lt about it in taxed legal business sector. 

However, experiences in some countries indicate that street vending can be supported in po licy 

framework so that vendors continue to survive without posing much damage on legal business 

activities and morphology of cities. 

In some Asian countries street vending is given due recognition by governments. 

Bhowmik (2005) shows suppoli given to street vendors by governments in a couple of Asian 

countries. The mnnicipal authorities in Bangkok, Thai land have provided specific area where 

vendors can carry out their activities. In Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 1990, the government 

formu lated the national policy on Hawkers (vendors).The plan was intended to deal with social 

and economic problems caused by street vending. This is a comprehensive plan to tackle the 

social and economic problems associated with street vending. The framework encompasses 

faci litating access to credit and training for street vendors. 

In Ethiopia, street vending can get similar support as it is done in Asian countries of 

Thailand and Malaysia. Street vendors can be provided specific area to carry out their activities 

so that the problem it creates against the city morphology can be alleviated. In addition, 
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providing credit schemes and training should be applied that would make vendors shift to 

formal business activities. 

The implication of street vending is not confined to being livelihood of vendors. Street 

vending is closely linked to the lives of poor in the city. The poor cannot visit shops having 

quality cloths to buy. They cannot afford it. The opportunity they have in most cases is buying 

from street vendors. In this case, it is possible to say that the livelihood of street vending 

subsidizes the poor in the city. 

However, street vending being connoted with un taxation and un regulation, has not got 

recognition about the role it plays, rather street vendors are chased out by security workers from 

their vending areas. In order to minimize the challenges that street vendors are facing and 

support their coping mechanism there should be policy framework that recognizes street vending 

as one of actors in the country's economy. 

Research implication 

This study explored challenges and coping mechanisms of rural-w'ban migrant street 

vendors in Addis Ababa. The data were collected from fourteen-study participants through-depth 

interview. The study focused cloth vendors for pm1icipating in the study because of time and 

money constraint that to include migrant street vendors from different services and goods. 

Migrant street vendors from other activities such as selling fast and other foodstuffs can be focus 

of further study because they can have different challenges and coping mechanisms from cloth 

vendors . 
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Annex I 

Introduction 

The purpose of this interview is to collect information for the fulfillment of Master of 

social work thesis, which is on coping mechanism of rural-urban migrant street vendors. Please 

not that the information you will provide will remain confidential and your participation is on 

voluntary basis. 

Annex II 

Interview guide 

A. Challenges street vendors face 

What are cha llenges you face? Please probe the following : 

• Financial constraint 

• Insecurity for yo ur livelihood 

• Problem related to she lter 

• Physica l insecurity 

• Health problem 

• Tell me if there is any other constraint that you face 

B. coping mechanisms against challenges 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

How do you cope with financial constraint? 

How do you cope with livelihood insecurity? 

What is your coping mechanism against the problem of shel ter? 

What is your coping mechan ism against physical insecurity? 

How do you cope with hea lth constraint? 
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Annex IJI 

Statement of informed consent 

I am requested to be pati of a study conducted by Degu Paulos, on exploring the coping 

mechanisms of Danlot Sore Woreda migrant street venders in Addis Ababa. I am aware that my 

opinions and views will be used only for this study and will be kept confidential meaning any of 

my personal identification will not be disclosed in the report. I am also aware that my 

participation in this study is on voluntary basis. I am told that I have the right to with draw from 

the interview process at any time. Signing this document, I have voluntary consented to be 

interviewed as pmicipant in this study. 

Signature of participant Date 

Signatmes of researcher Date 
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