






















































































































































































Chapter Six 

Summary, Conclusion and Recommendation 

In this chapter, the course of the study and major findings are summarized, conclusions are developed 

based on the findings, and finally recommendations to the identified limitations of the school 

improvement process are suggested. 

6.1 Summary 

This study was conducted on government primary schools of Gondar town. The main purpose of this 

study was to investigate the main practices and challenges of primary schools in implementing the 

school improvement program in light of meeting the special learning needs of students. 

To this end the following basic questions of the study were formulated: 

• Does the SIP have been planned and implemented as intended in its framework in relation to 

special needs education. 

• What major activities have been undertaken in the process of implementing the SIP regarding 

addressing the special needs of students? 

• What challenges do schools encountered in the course of implementing the SIP in relation to 

meeting the special learning needs of students? 

In course of searching for answers for the preceding leading questions of the study, literatures related 

to the issues under the study were reviewed. 

In this study, descriptive survey approach was used. And both quantitative and qualitative data were 

also employed. Such data gathering instruments as questionnaires, interview, FGD, and document 

review were used to obtain the required data. The questionnaire includes both open-ended and close­

ended items. Interview and FGD guides were employed to manage the data gathering procedure. The 

subjects of the study were 2 educational officers, 5 school principals, 30 school improvement 

committee members, 57 teachers and 51 students with special needs. In the analysis of data, the 

researcher used frequency counts and percentile. The qualitative data was also analyzed qualitatively 
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with narrations and thick descriptions; and it was used to supplement and triangulate the quantitative 

data. From the analysis, the following major findings were obtained: 

o Most of the populations of students with disabilities are students with visual impairment. And 

accordingly, the greatest portion of student respondents was students with visual impairment. 

o More than 90% of school principals, teachers, and the school improvement committee members 

have no attended adequate training on special needs education. 

o The great majority of respondents (except all students) (89.4%) of teachers, SIC, and principals 

have attended training/workshop on SIP; however, most of them (69.1%) reported that the 

training is not adequate. Despite the inadequacy of the training, they have involved in planning 

the school improvement plan. 

o The special needs of most students have been identified and recorded by the school. However 

the $chools emphasized on visible disabilities. 

o Most teachers in the research area are aware of the special learning needs of most of their 

students and do accept the consequent difference in their learning rate. However, most of them 

do not usually adjust their teaching and assessment techniques to the special learning needs of 

the students. And it has been attributed to feeling of in competency, lack of resources and large 

class size. 

o Teachers, most of the time, encourage peer support among students with and without 

disabilities. 

o In most cases teachers do not adapt and modify curriculum & teaching materials and contents, 

activities, and exercises of the lesson in line with the special needs of students. 

o The efforts made to enable special needs education teachers, students with special needs and 

their parents to participate in the school's decision making is low. 

o Most of the schools do not adequately include the special needs of students in their annual plan 

but they do so in the strategic plan and in their reports. In addition, the tendency of schools to 

implement their plan in the light of SNE is low. 

o Most of the school s' leadership and management supports the education of learners with 

disabilities and advocates inclusion. However, the support is not planned and well organized. 

o The support of woreda education office and zone education department to the education of 

students with special needs is not adequate. 
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• The schools' effort in encouraging parents/guardians of students with disabilities to participate 

in their children' s education is low. 

• Most of schools have established partnership with several NOOs to support the education of 

students with disabilities. However it was found that this partnership is established mainly by 

the initiatives of the NOOs. 

• The provision of adequate facilities and materials for the education of learners with special 

needs is low. 

• The physical environment of most of the schools is not easily accessible for students with 

disabilities; however, the organization of their classrooms is responsive to the special needs of 

the students. 

• The collaboration and support between the special needs education teachers and the regular 

classroom teachers is somewhat good, especially at Tsadique Yohannis Primary School. 

• The status of primary schools under the study, in implementing the SIP in relation to addressing the 

special learning needs of students across all domains are found at functional level. 

• The effective implementation of SIP in the light of meeting the special needs of learners has been 

mainly affected by factors such as: lack of qualified special needs education teachers, financial and 

material resources, poor understanding of the schools' community on SIP, low follow up and 

support of woreda education office and zone education department. It has also been affected by lack 

of concern and commitment of the schools' community for learners with special needs and poor 

cooperation and support of parents and partner organizations. 

6.2 Conclusion 

Through increased peer support among students with disabilities and without disabilities and 

improved awareness of the schools' community towards the achievement of students with disabilities, 

the schools in the research area are likely to combat social discrimination and solve attitudinal 

learning barriers of students with disabilities. They have been facilitating the integration of students 

with disabilities in this respect. The provision of resources and professional support for the schools by 

partner organizations and the shared expertise among special needs education teachers and regular 

classroom teachers are likely to facilitate the provision of quality education for students with special 
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needs. However, the collaboration between the schools and partner organizations has not been led by 

the schools ' plans and it is, therefore fragmented. 

On the other side, the provision of quality education for all, especially for the students with special 

needs has been hampered by lack of the necessary materials and facilitates and absence of the 

required adaptations and accommodations of curricular materials and the teaching-learning process. 

The schools have not been effectively meeting the special learning needs of students due to lack of 

provision of adequate training for the schools' community on special needs education. In addition, 

due to limited support and follow up of the education officials at woreda and zone level to the schools 

and due to failing to include special needs education issues in the schools ' annual plan, the schools' 

community might not be concerned for and committed to the quality of education of students with 

special needs. 

Further more, the schools have not been adequately incorporating the inputs and needs of students 

with special needs and their teachers and parents in the school improvement efforts as such parties 

have not been adequately involved in the school decision making. As the result, the schools are likely 

to miss the benefit that they need to gain from and provide for such major stakeholders of the schools. 

The inaccessibility of the schools' physical environment could also discourage students with 

disabilities, especially students who have difficulty in mobility, to attend school and limit the range of- ) 

their participation and types of learning activities that they need to involve in. As the result, they 

could be subjected to low achievement and dropout. 

In short, in many respects, the school improvement program in the research area has not been 

implemented in line with the school improvement program framework in relation to special needs 

education. As the result, the schools have not been found in a condition that they can effectively meet 

the special learning needs of students. 
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6.3 Recommendations 

Considering the preceding findings and conclusions, the researcher of this study would like to for 

ward the following recommendations. 

• The national document of SNE program strategy should be distributed to educational 

officers, schools and teachers; and increased orientation on the strategy and the SIP 

should be given for all individuals who have been involved in teaching and managing 

education so as to improve their capacity to implement and manage the SIP in light of 

SNE. In addition, the number of candidates recruited for the pre-service training in SNE 

department should be reasonably increased. 

• Teachers' professional development strategies should include and give emphasis to how 

to adapt and modify curriculum material, learning activities, teaching approaches, and 

assessment techniques in line with the special learning needs of students. To this effect, 

related guides should be developed and provided for schools. 

• The cooperation and support among students with disabilities and without disabilities 

should be further strengthened as it could be a means for combating discriminatory 

attitudes and for improving students' learning. However, it should not be to the extent 

that leads to increased dependency. 

• Schools should design further strategies and lines through which they ensure that 

students with special needs, and their teachers and parents have been fully involved in 

the schools' decision making and other school activities. To this end, representatives of 

these parties should be included in the school improvement committee. 

• The special learning needs of students should be further assessed by involving 

professionals and should be considered in all aspects of the school improvement plans. 

Greater attention should also be given for effective implementation of the plans . 

./' . To ensure that schools have been provided adequate technical professional, material and 

financial support and pressure, special needs education professionals should be assigned 

at woreda and zone level in the position that regards to the education of children with 

special needs. In addition, such authorized persons should provide unreserved support in 

a planned manner. 

• In order to ensure that the physical environment of the school is easily accessible for all 
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learners, schools should make their compound free from obstacles to move across and 

establish simple ramps for inaccessible rooms from cost effective materials (like stone, 

mud, & wood). Besides, students with disabilities should be considered while 

constructing new buildings in the schools. 

/ . Adequate budget should be allocated and utilized accordingly at different levels to fulfill 

the facilities and materials required for the education of children with special needs. 

Furthermore, the development and publications of curricular materials at the central level 

should consider students with disabilities. 

/" . The collaboration and partnership between special needs education teachers and regular 

classroom teachers, and the schools and other organizations, sectors, institutions etc 

should be further strengthened in a planned and organized manner as it could minimize 

financial, material and human resource constraints. 

• Teachers' effort to contact with parents/carers of learner with disabilities and to make 

them more involved in their children's education should be further strengthened. 

• 

• 

Best practices of the schools, regarding the education of students with special needs 

should be organized and shared to all schools and teachers to enhance teachers' 

professional development. 

Finally, the researcher would like to recommend that further researches need to he 

conducted on the practice of implementing SIP in light of meeting the special learning 

needs of students to come-up with wide scale and more detailed investigations. 
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Appendices 

Addis Ababa University 

School of Graduate Studies 

College of Education 

Department of Special Needs Education 

Appendix-A 

A Questionnaire for Teachers and School Improvement Committee Members 

General Direction: 

Dear Respondents! School improvement program (SIP) has been implemented in govemment 

schools of Gondar Town since 2006. Therefore, the purpose of this questionnaire is to gather 

information about the status of the implementation of the school improvement program (SIP) at 

primary schools of the town in relation to meeting the special learning needs of students. 

The information that you will provide will determine the quality of the study. So you are kindly 

requested to fill the quest ionnaire genuinely and honestly. 

The confidentiality of your response will be strictly held as the data will be used on ly for 

academic purpose. The questionnaire has two components: the first is about your gcneral 

background in format ion where as the second is about the implementation of the program (SIP). 

Dc ... · respondents! Please note that: 

• You do not need to write your name on the questionnaire. 

• You need to respond all of the items. 

• You shou ld not consult other respondents to fill it. 

• Put a tick (".J) mark inside the box provided or write briefly your responses as needed. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 

. Part I: respondents' personal data 

I.J . The school 's name in whieh you are working now: __________ _ 

1.2. 

1.3. 

Sex: Male 0 

Edueationallevel: 

( 

Female 0 

Certi licate 0 

First degree 0 

Diploma 0 

Second degree 0 



1.4. Training yo u attended on special needs education: 

for more than a yearo for a yearO not attended at all 0 

Sh0l1 term workshops less than a yearO (mention it spec ifica ll y be low) 

1.5. Your work experience ( in years): _______ _ 

1.6. How long yo u stayed in this school: ___ ____ _ 

1.7. Have yo u attended workshop (training) on school improvement program? 

Yes 0 No 0 
1.8. Have you participated in planning the SIP? 

Yes 0 No O 

Part-II General Information Regarding the Implementation of SIP. 

2. 1. Implementation of SIP regarding the learning and teaching domain 

How often the following school improvement activities have been carried out in your 

school? Give yo ur response by marking "...J" in the box provided corresponding to each 

activity. Choose am ong the following rates: 

0 = Never at All 1= Rarely 2 = Sometimes 3 = Always 4 = Very Often 

No Activities Res:JOnses 
0 1 2 3 

1 Students' spec ial needs have been identified and recorded 

2 Teachers recognize the special needs of their students and accept that students learn at 

different rate. 
, Teachers use a variety of teaching approaches that can meet the learning needs of J 

students with specia l needs. 

4 Teachers encourage students with special needs to active ly participate in the lessons. 

5 Teachers use assessment methods that are suitable for assessing the achievement level 

(progress) of students with special needs. 

6 Teachers use the assessment results as the basis for reso lving the learning problems of 

their students with special needs. 

7 The school adapts and modifies the curriculum materials in line with the special needs 

of students 

8 Teachers adapt contents of lessons, activities, and exercises (like class works, 

homework, field works) according to the special needs of their students. 
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No Activities 0 
. 
9 Students with special needs have been encouraged to participate in school clubs and 

other co·curricular activities. 

10 Teachers design strategies through which students with disabilities can be supported 

by their peers. 

11 Teachers give extra time and support for student with disabi lities to enable them to 

accomplish academic tasks successfully. 

12 Students have been treated equally regardless of their disabilities and other 

differences. 

13. I-lave you any more to say about the implementation of the SIP in relation to learning & 

teaching process in your school? 

1 

14. What limitation have you perceived regarding the teaching and learning process of students 

with special needs? 

2 

15. At what level do you weigh your school 's pe rformance in implementing the SIP in relati on to 

the learning and teaching domain" 

Aspiring 0 Dcvelopin!CJ Functi oning D Achieving 0 

2.2. Implcmentation of SIP Regarding the Students' Lcarning Environment 

Dear respondent! Please rate to what extent the following school improvement activiti es 

have been implemented by the school in which you are working or assigned to . 

Mm-k " .";,, in the box corresponding to each item to indicate your response among the 

following rates: 

VH = Very High 

M = Medium 

H = High 

L = Low VL = Very Low 

3 4 



No Activities Responses 
VH H M 

I Efforts to that have been made to fulfill special needs education 
(SNE) teachers 

2 Provision of facilities and materials required for the education of 
SWDs (like Braille, tape recorder, bold print material) 

3 Provision of challenging works and enrichment programs for gifted 
and talented students to develop their potential 

4 Making the physical environment (buildings) of the school easily 
accessible to SWDs' 

5 Organizing classrooms in such ways that can meet the special needs 
of students with disabilities 

6 Improving the expectation of the school community towards the 
achievement of SWDs 

7 Cooperation bIn the special needs education teachers and the regular 
classroom teachers 

8. If you have any more to say about the schools' perfonnance regarding establishing conducive 

learning envirorunent for student with special needs, please describe it in the space provided. 

9. What other unfavorable conditions you have observed in relation to the students learning 

environment? 

10. At what level do you weigh your school 's current performance in implementiJlg the SIP in 

relation to the students learning environment domain? 

Aspiring 0 DevelopingD FunctioningD Achievin!p 

2.3. Implementation of SIP Regarding the School Leadership and Management Domain 

Please rate the level of your agreement on the adequately accomplislunent of the following 

school improvement activities by marking "-Y" in the box corresponding to each item to 

indicate your response among the following rates: 

SD = Strongly Disagree D = Disagree UD = Undecided A = Agree SA = Strongly Agree 

L VL 



N Activities Res Jonses 
0 SO 0 un A SA 

1 The school follows special needs policy that advocates inclusion 

2 Adequate efforts have been made to develop the awareness of the 

school community on SNE and its strategy 

" SNE teachers have been provided adequate opportunities to participate J 

in the school 's decision making 

4 Students with disabilities have been provided adequate opportunities to 

participate in the school's decision making 

5 The school's plans adequately addresses the special learning needs of 

the students 

6 The school 's reports address the practices & progress of the special 

needs education 

7 The school management provides adequate follow up and support for 

education of students with special needs 

8 education experts at woreda and zone level provides adequate support 

for the education of students with special needs 

9 Special needs education is regularly included in the school based 

profess ional development strategy 

10. Please mention it if you have any additional information about the performance of your 

school' s leadership and management in relation to the education of students with special 

needs. 

11. At what level do you weigh your school"s current performance of implementing the SIP 

regarding the schoolleauership and management domain? 

AspiringO Developin![] FunctioningO Achievingo 



2.4. Implementation of the SIP in Relation to Community Involvement 

Instruction: Please rate to what extent the following school improvement activities have 

been implemented by the school in which you are working or assigned to. Please use a "--J" 
mark in the box corresponding to each item to indicate your response among the following 

rates: 

VH = Very High 

L=Low 

H = High M = Medium 

VL = Very Low 

No Activities Responses 

1 

2 

0 
J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

VH H M L 
Increasing the awareness of the school comnllUlity, parents and the 
society on di sability; and advocating the rights of students with 
di sabilities to education for them. 

Encouraging parents/carers of students with di sabilities to 
participate in different school programs like the school ' s opening 
and closing day, school 's parent day, etc. 
Gathering information from parents/carers about the special needs 
of their children 
Reporting the behavioral change and achievement of students with 

./ .. --
di sabilities to their parents/careers . 
Sharing experiences on how to assist children with di sabilities 
among teachers and parents/carers -
Desioninn o 0 strategies through which parents of children with 
disabilities can share each other their experiences on how to handle 
and support for their chi ld. 
Encouraging parents/cares of children wi th di sability to participate 
in the schools decision making like planning, implementing, and 
evaluating the school improvement program 
Establi shing partnership with other locally available organizations 
(I ike CBR and other NGOs, universities, colleges, hospitals, and 
other sectors) to suppOl1 the education of students with di sabilities 

9. Do you have any more to say about the performance of your school in implementing the 

SIP in relation to the community involvement? Please write it on the space provided 

below. ___________________________ _ 

10. At what level do you weigh your school' s current performance of implementing the SIP 

in relation to the community involvement domain? 

Aspiring 0 Developingo Functioning(] AchievingO 

VL 



No 

I 

2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

2.5. Challenges to Implement the Sehoollmprovcment Program Effectively 

To what extent do the following factors hinder the eftective implementation of the school 

improvement program in relation to meeting the special needs of students? Please give your 

response by marking " --I" in the box provided corresponding to each factor among the 

following rates: 

0= Not At All 

3 = Severely 

1 = Very Slightly 

4 = V cry Severely 

Factors 

2 = Moderately 

Turnover or mobility of teachers and principals 

Lack of concern and commitment of the school community for SWDs 

Lack of follow up and support from woreda and zone education office 

Lack of financial and material resources 

Poor understanding of the schools' community on SIP 

Lack of awareness of the school community on the right ofCWDs to 
education 

Poor school leadership and management ability 

Lack of cooperation and support from parents 

Lack qualified special needs education teachers 

Lack of support of partner organizations 

Responses 
0 1 2 3 

14. If you have any more to say about the factors that hinder the effective implementation of the 

SIP, please describe it as briefly as poss ible 111 the space provided. 

15 . What solutions do you recommend to avoid such barriers? 

4 



Appendix- B 

Addis Ababa University 

School of Graduate Studies 

College of Education 

Department of Special Needs Education 

A Questionnaire for Students 

Gencral Direction: Dear Respondcnts! The purpose of this questionnaire IS to gather 

infonnation about the status of the implementation of the school improvement program (SIP) in 

relation to special needs education at elementary schools in the town. 

The information that you will provide wi ll determine the quality of the study. So you are kindly 

requested to fill the questionnaire genuinely and honestly. 

The confidentiality of your response will be strictly held as the data will be used only for 

academic purpose. The questionnaire has two components: the first is about your general 

background information where as the second is about the implementation of the program (S IP). 

Dear respondents! Please note that: 

• You do not need to write your name on the questionnaire. 

• You need to respond a ll of the items. 

• You should not consult other respondents to till it. 

• Put a tick (-.J) mark inside the box provided or write brielly your responses as needed. 

Pal-t I: Respondents' Personal Data 
School: :------,,---
Sex: male 0 female 0 
Age: _____ _ 
Grade & section: _ ______ _ 
Personal category 

• I-Iearing impairmcntD 
• Visual impairment 0 
• Orthopedic impainnentD 
• Other (specify) _ ______ _ 

Thanl, you in advance for your cooperation! 



How often the following school improvement acti vi ties have been carried out in your school? 

Give your response by marking "-V" in the box provided corresponding to each activity. Choose 
among the foll owing rates: 

0= Never at all 
3 = Often 

I = Very Rarely 
4 = Very Often 

2 = Sometimes 

N Activities Responses 
0 0 1 2 3 
1 Teachers recognize the special needs of thei r students and accept that students 

learn at different rate 
2 Teachers use teach ina methods that is suitable tor students with disabilities 
3 Teachers encourage students with special needs to actively pal1icipate in the 

lessons 
4 Teachers use assessment methods that are appropriate for student with 

disabilities 
5 Teachers use the assessment results as the basis for resolving the learning 

problems of their students with special needs 
6 Teachers provide extra time and special support for student with special needs to 

enab le them accomplish academic tasks successfull y. (like class work, home 
work, field work etc) 

7 Teachers modify contents, activities and exercises according to the special needs 
of students 

8 Students with special needs have been encouraged to participate in different 
clubs and other co curri cular activities 

9 Teachers design strategies through which students with specia l needs can be 
supported bv their peers during the lesson 

10 Students with s;:>ec ial needs are encouraged to participate III the school' s 
decision making 

I I Provision of adapted leaning materials, dev ices. and facilities like Braille, tape 
recorder. bold print materials furnitures, etc) required for the education as well 
as well being of student with di sabilities 

12 Provision of challenging works & enrichment programs for gifted and talented 
students to develop their potential 

13 Making the physical envirOlunent (buildings and the compound) of the school 
conducive (accessable) for learning and well being of students with di sabi lities 

14 Organizing the classrooms in s llch a way that can meet the special needs of 
students with disab ilities 

15 Treating students equally regardless of their disabilities and other difference 

4 



Dear respondent! Please rate the following activities by judging to what extent each of them has 
been carried out in your school. 

Please give your response by marking "-Y" in the box provided corresponding to each factor 
among the following rates: 

No 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

1 = Very Low 2=Low 3 = MediulII 

4 = High 5= Very High 

Act ivities Responses 
I 2 3 4 

Gathering infonnation from parents/carers about the special needs of 
their children 
Repolting the behavioral change and achievement of students with 
disabilities to their parents/ carers and enviting them to comment on 
Sharing of experiences among teachers and parents/carers on how to 
assist their children with disabiliti es 
Encomaging parents/careers of students with special needs to patticipate 
111 the school ' s decision making like planning implementing atld 
evaluating the school improvement plan and other school programs 
The school leadership at1d management adequately supports the . ' 

education of students with special needs/disabilities 

Thank You again for Your Cooperation! 

• 
• 

. ''"' , f' 



Appendix-C 

Addis Ababa University 

School of Graduate Studies 

College of Education 

Dcpartmcnt of Spccial Needs Education 

An Intcl-view Guide for School Principals 

First of all T would like to thank you for consenting to spend your time to discuss with me on the 

implementation of the school improvement program (SIP) in your school. 

The purpose of this interview is to collect data about the implementation of the SIP especially in 

relation to meeting the special learning needs of students. 

The researcher would like to assure that the info rmation that you would provide will be kept 

confidentially and will not be personalized as the data is to be used only for the above stated 

academic purpose. So you are requested to be genuine and honest in giving the actual 

info rmation. 

Then, I would like to inform you that the fo ur domains of the school improvement process: 

learning and teaching, students' learning environment, school leadership and management, and 

communi ty involvement are the central themes of our discussion. 

May we proceed to the in terview? 

I. How long have you been serving thi s school as it s principal? 

2. Could you tell me your qualification, work experience, and training that you have 

attended on special needs education and SIP? 

3. How do you expla in the stmi of SIP in thi s school? 

4. Does the schoo l have and follow the special needs education program strategy? v' 

5. Could you explain any effo rt made to develop the awareness of the school improvement 

committee on disability, the right of children with disabilities to education and the 

national special needs education strategy? 



6. How has the school modified the curriculum and learning materials both in content and 

delivery to include the diverse students' needs? 

7. What efforts have been used to make thc physical and social environment of the school 

and the classrooms inclusive and welcoming? 

8. Could you explain the school's teachers, professional development strategy in relation 

to special needs education? 

9. How do you explain the partnership and collaboration strategies being used with students, 

parents, school staff: and community so as to assure the provision of quality education 

for students with special needs? 

10. Could you brief me on the support of Iii' om higher educational officers in facilitating the 

education of children with special needs? 

II. What major challenges have you perceived in your school in implementing the SIP 

regarding meeting the specialleaming needs of students? Regarding 

• developing a supportive and inclusive learning environment, 

• making the teaching-learning process responsive to the diverse students' needs, 

• developing an inclusive leadership and management in the schooL 

• Establishing p3l1nership. and collaboration with students, parents. school staff and the 

community? 

12. Have you any morc to add') 

If you don ' t have any more, I would like to thank you again for your explanation! 



Appendh:-D 

Addis Ababa University 

School of Graduate Studies 

College of Education 

Department of Special Needs Education 

An Interview Guide fOl' Woreda and Zomtl Educational Officers 

Introduction: 

Deal' intelTiewec! The pmpose of thi s interview is to co llect data about the implementation of 
the SIP especially in relation to meeting the special learning needs of students. The type of the 
information that you will provide will determines the quality of the research. And please be sure 
that the information that you will forward will be used only for the aforementioned academic 
pmpose. You are, therefore kindly requested to be genuine and honest in providing the 
appropriate info rmation in the course of the interview. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 
Interview guide questions 
I. Background Information 

• Name , sex --- -
• Qualiti cation , work experience _ _ _ 
• Current position _ ______ ____ ___ _ 

II . Implementation of the S IP a nd Perceived Challenges 
1. Could you explain how the SIP was started in primary schools of Gondar Town? 
1. Do you have any information on the implementation of the SIP in the town? If so what 

does it look like? 
3. How does yom office (department) monitor the implementation of the SIP? 
4. Have you any info rmation about the national SNE program strategy? If so, could you 

brief me how the SNE strategy has been integrated with SIp? 
5. What admini strati ve supports have been provided for schools to facilitate the education 

of students with special learning needs? 
6. What challenges have you perceived in the implementation of the SIP especially from 

the view of meeting the special educational needs of students? 
7. What remedies were taken, and what do you recommend to r the future? 
8. Do you have any more to say abo ut the implementation and cha llenges of the SIP, 

especially so as to meet the special educational needs of students? 
I f not, I thank you aga i n I 



Appendix-E 

Addis Ababa University 

School of Graduate Studies 

College of Education 

Department of Special Needs Education 

A Focus Group Discussion Guide for Teachers of Students with Special Needs 

Introduction: 

The purpose of this group di scussion is to gather information about the implementation 

challenges of the SIP in primary schools. The discussion will focus on the implementation of the 

program in pri mary schools, especially in order to meet the special learning needs of students 

and on perceived challenges. 

The researcher would like to kindly request each member of the discussion to reflect what he/she 

has observed and perceived regarding the following themes in hi s/her respecti ve schools. 

The guiding questions for the di scussion are the following: 

I. How do you describe the involvement orthe fo llowing stakeholders in the schuo l 

improvement planning and implementing process? 

• Special education teachers 

• Students with special educational needs 

• Parents/carers of children with disabilities 

2. How do you mention the support of the school leadership & management and educational 

offi cers at woreda and zonal level in facilitating the education of students with special 
, 

needs? 

3. How do you explain the involvement of the fo llowing stakeholders in the education of 

child ren with spec ial needs? 

• Parents/guardians of students with disabilities 

• Other governmental sectors 

• Non governmenta l organizations 

• Other members of the society 



4. Could you describe the efforts that have been made to create conducive learning 

environment (physical and social environment of the school & classrooms) for students 

with special needs? 

5. How do you mention the efforts made to make the following components of teaching and 

learning process responsive to the students' diverse needs? 

• Teaching practices 

• Assessment 

• curriculum 

6. What challenges have you perceived regarding the education of children with special 

educational needs? 

7. Now you can mention it if you have any more to add? 

If not, I woulcllike to thank all of you for spending your time and sharing your schools' 

experience on the implementation of the SIP! 
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