





























































































































Hiwot started contacting her X-boy friend Henok, who lives in America using
Medmedmy’s postal address. She begs him to take her away from the country.

In the mean time she escaped from the house and hide her self in a Hotel

taking her expensive ornaments.

Semeyneh lost his mind when he finds out that Hiwot escaped. He believes that
if he looses Hiwot he will lose everything. He goes to her mother and threatens
her to bring Hiwot. Wyzero Sirash tries to cool Semeyneh down because he is
almost getting mad. She feels sorry and tells him that what the fortune teller
told him is not true. She explain for him that she is the one who arranges the
fortune teller to tell him that Hiwot is his luck because she wanted him to
marry Hiwot. Semeyneh shots her when he heard the story and he himself is

also killed by a policeman when he tries to escape.

Hiwot also received a letter from her X-boy friend and finds out that he had
committed a suicide. While she was crying Medmedemya tells her that her aunt

is in the Hospital. Finally Hiwot’s aunt died after she met Hiwot and asks

excuse for what she has done.

3.2.2. Hiwot: A Submissive Wife

Hiwot is portrayed as weak and dependent. In the binging of the story it is seen
when a rich man called Semeyneh comes to her and gives her unexpected and a

disgraceful choice. Semayneh tells her

AT ®LI° AILAT ONFAU- hu-at: ”387T 9°Lp! (3)
“I decided to marry or kill you. Choose one!”

Hiwot responded to this unpleasant question which totally ignores her right to

live and to choose her man, in a submissive way saying; 9°% A% °Cen 1m-
M D718 «hAT AAaeAP WP AT aoFCS aof0F AFA PI°TT 9°Com 977
hoeM@-» (4) “Fighting with her simile she says what kind of choose is it
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Semayneh? Why do you bring a choice of death while it is possible to live and

be happy.”

Hiwot does not tell him that he has no right to kill or to decide to marry her
with out her willingness. When he forces her to give him an answer instead she
says; T L OMAS haSE 20 NeonCht L0 SATA:«aNT®- 17700 T PARS
AN 2P (28) “I would be happy if you give me some time to discuss the issue

with my mother” she said in a begging tone.

Hiwot entreats Semeyneh. Besides she can not decide by herself on this very

personal issue. She needed her aunt’s help.

After this Hiwot discussed the issue with her aunt. In her discussion with her
she is also not seen strongly challenging her aunt’s idea which contradicts her
interest. Thus, even if Hiwot has three main reasons including his age which

doubles her, not to marry him but her aunt convinces her by telling how rich

Semeyneh is .

Hiwot’s submissiveness also continued after she started living with Semayneh.
When Semayneh finds that Hiwot is not virgin in their first night, he insulted
her and spit on her. He called her a whore saying £Cm®-79" PhHCao-M AL

fiCoo-M j@- (28) “It is given that a whores’ daughter is also a whore.”

Hiwot responds to his insult and disrespectful action pleadingly. The action of
Hiwot is stated in the novel as such €hem®F PAaS ANELeT POH“T7L5707 A
NLé-¢-m hNFN9°(28). “But the solicit of Hiwot does not soften Semayneh’s

heart.”

Besides not defending herself it is seen when Hiwot gives full right for

Semeyneh showing him her complete submissiveness like this;
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11 APt % ARFRe, YHINT mPAAT USLTTT ARSI 0L
AT N FanAn AT

«hlL»
«L9° PT9° ATLETI
«hiL»

“Tomorrow early in the morning you will go back to your mother’s
home taking your properties along with your shame.”

“Alright”

“No! You will never go

“Alright”

[t is Semeyneh who decided to marry her. From the beginning he did not ask
her willingness, he come and say; ‘I decided’. And now he also shows he has a
full right to return Hiwot to her home or to let her live with him. Hiwot as the

dialogue indicates gave all the right to him. She is ready to accept whatever he

decides.

Semeyneh thinks that he had bought her. So he believes that Hiwot should

shape her behavior in the way he wants she should be. like as such;

AT VIC VT APHT CINm1e AANT:: UATE 1IC ANT ATS.PET
YT oodlAr PANTI® AL ALL 29001 PANTIY:- - - hUF QA
ATNEAA: NP ALT ATRLET PYT PRGN PReT PAYC
L1000 vP@ T2 Y hSooThe 1@ (p:27)

“First you have to avoid your smile, second you have to make
yourself invisible. ... Now you are married. Stop! You have no
reason to make yourself attractive, do you understand Hiwot?!” “ I
do understand am listening.”

Hiwot is agreed to change her behavior in a way Semeyneh wanted. This is

because she fears that Semayneh might divorce her. And if he divorces her, her

value will decrease since she will be a divorcee.

nae12 ¢ AMAS NTOM NACTTI® by @35 I°Com Py
MP9° FLALIET CTPO0T A0 AHY had-@ 2C AZLm0e +FTAe

CaoC AT 0oLET 81 TPA  (p:50)



When she thinks that she will be called a divorcee and loose all her
value if she gets separated with Semayneh, her preference of living
with Semayneh over weighs her feeling.

Hiwot tries to be a good wife by living submissively. But her husband did not
stop mistreating her. Besides his insult and mistreating Semayeneh starts
beating her. Like in a moment after the left the tailor’s shop. When Hiwot’s
tailor touches her body even if it is for the sake of knowing her size Semayneh
become jealous and quarrel with him. While he was in this feeling in their way
back home in their car Hiwot laughed because of the street boy’s way of
appreciating her beauty Semeyneh hit her.

ALF hoognld, N4 PAZI8%W Nm. a0 71sAP AL O.PCH N1t

N-m.o @40 TCAT AMheSt:: Chov 017 N3 NAK M AT1L7

APLblT:: (45)

Before she even finishes laughing she felt Semayneh’s shot on her
chick, the shot forced her to close her mouth. She put her head

down holding her chick.

Due to this Hiwot lost her teeth but she does not take any action by herself

instead she begs her aunt to take her out from Semeyneh’s house. Her aunt

was not willing to do so.

Hiwot felt that she has no choice except to become a prostitute since her aunt

does not accept her if she leave Semeyneh.

P4 @ oofifi? - - - 5 T @NT NICoo- TS - - - AUT £AD- hé.oT
N an- NF LooNAGi:: (86)
where shall I retreat?... being a prostitute in a bar? That is the only
place which I think is open.
She thought living submissively would help her to have a good life. But she

didn’t not get a good life. And now she is thinking of prostitution as solution for

her problem.
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[ler dependent mentality could not allow her to do anything by herself to solve

her problem. She starts thinking about Henok, her X~ boy friend so that he can

free her from Semenyneh.

e POLAA PARYT AR5 INC: PRI NARDYTE $PC NFwd
NAAY CR PooM@- A0 1D PCT ThaT PO70-P®- NAN: Y@ AUT
LAM- @4 VIC DALY NALEA®: AZEAT AOLAU-:: °SAQT An:
aoifif= CPTY BIPSA: 717 P-PAN? - - - (87)

Henok is my childhood boy friend. when you explained to me about
true love earlier, he was the one who popped up in my mind, I
enjoyed a pationate love with him. Now he is abroad. I have
decided to write him with his address. In case he has a place for,
me who knowsl!!!

Hiwot wishs Henok will save her from Semayneh. She writes him everything
that had happened to her since they stopped writing each other. Her letter
starts with the following sentence.

U8l Hé Lu7 LAN8N0 PIPASAD ANC N o0 P Yo Pm-9° AT
NeA O-NT! - - - PAACHh0TT PNLT ANAT AONEL Aav@-T PAT

04 At NF o (103)
“Heni I am writing this letter from prison, from a dark room! You
are my only hope that will help me break shackles that imprisoned

»

me.

Hiwot believes except Henok’s help she cannot fight her problems. This shows
her disability to solve her own problem. She believes that it is man (Henok)
who can put her out of the darkness. Even if Hiwot hopes that Henok will solve
her problem he writes her that he is not able to help her. When Hiwot finds out

that Henok will no longer solve her problem she says the following desperately.

AL 9% AGYT N4 AL IPEIC: héek CR2LLm- Y - UNIP
11C AT PTNEN 1ML BATTEN  (268)

I have given up hope. Only darkness covered me. Every thing is
dark I feel guilty.
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tler hope was to be rich through men. Her desire was to have love. Since she

looses her love and her source of wealth what else is left for her? Only

‘darkness’.

IFinally Hiwot says; £9A9°% <*hy oofifi VFEF NA 189° T ATYFEPAU-:: 189°
oo BAAGTA:: (269) “I found that a monastery is the only place for me to
retreat from the cruel world. It is better from me to be a monk.” She feels that

she is not able to challenge life she preferred to run away as usual.

in conclusion, Hiwot can be expressed as weak, dependant, submissive, not
capable of resisting a challenging life and a woman who takes marriage as a
“orand feature” in her life. She does not know to say ‘no’ for many things which

are disrespectful for her.

3.3. Rekik Ashara (Abstract Print)

Rekik Ashara is a novel by Sisay Nigusu written in 2003. This novel deals about
a strong women’s aspiration to build a moral college. The woman character is

judged from feminist perspective in the subsection next to the synopsis of the

story.

3.3.1. Synopsis of the Story

Hilina Tadese came to Addis Ababa from a very rural area because of her uncle
in order to start her education. Both in Elementary and high school Hilina was
an outstanding student which leads her to have an excellent grade in her

ESLCE. Hilina got a scholarship to continue her higher education in Russia.

After she receives her first degree Hilina goes to other countries. She lives in
England and America for almost twelve years. When she was abroad she was
depressed by the belief that money possessions and physical comforts are more

important than spiritual values in life. She feels that human beings are
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changed to a machinery. Unfortunately Addis Ababa was no different.

Materialism had taken over spirituality.

Hilina realizes that this obsession of money and ignoring human values is
leading the society to corruption. She observed that it is difficult to get anything

done with out corruption. This initiated her to install a moral collage. But it

was not easy to do so.

Awhile Hilina opens a cultural shop. A man who sees her in her shop comes
and tells her that if she competes in the national beauty contest she will win. At

first Hilina does not accept him since she is thirty three. But the man does not

give up and convinced her.

Hilina participated in the national beauty contest and become ‘Miss Ethiopia’ of
the year. Using her name she decides to open a moral college. Hilina believes
that people can balance materialism and spiritualism in there day to day life if

and only if they have a good understanding of moral values.

At first no one supported her idea of establishing a moral college. Everybody
around tells her that she could not be profitable in such kind of business.
Hilina does not let any one to stop her even if she actually has shortage of

money to build the college.

In the mean time a wealthy man who sees her picture in different newspapers
and magazines falls in love with her and comes to ask her to merry him. In the
first day of their meeting the man promises to give the necessary amount of
money for her plan. Hilina does not accept him. This is because she does not
understand his source of wealth and at the same time she does not believe that

he is mentally mature to have a real love. So she says to him ‘you are not

matured’.
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Ateuafseged becomes very crazy about her. The mcre she tells him that she is
not interested in him he becomes more and more obsessed with her. And he
realizes that money alone can not make him happy. One day Hilina asks him
what the source of his wealth is. He confesses all his illegal activities which he
has never tell to any one. He also tells her that he does such illegal things

because he lost his father’s wealth by unfair and illegal people so he started a

blind and immoral revenge.

Hilina felt sorry for him. And she tells him that his action could not make him
happy. Instead of revenge protecting and saving others who are innocent and

are hurt like him would have brought him joy.

Atenafseged becomes the first to give a hand for Hilina. He washes his body by
a holy water promising no to collect money by hurting other people and his
country. Following Atenafseged many others who had been with him in his
illegal ‘Mercury business' changed themselves. Finally the story ended when

Hilina accepts his marriage proposal after shaping him in a way she wanted

and established the college.

3.3.2. Hilina: The Liberated Woman

Hilina is portrayed as independent strong and assertive woman. This woman
knows to say no’ when ever it is necessary. She does not let any one to
suppress her dignity and belief. Hilina never thinks that things which are

'possible for others would be impossible for her.

When Hilina returns to her homeland after spending more than fifteen years in
different countries, she realized that there is a moral crisis which she believes
is the striking problem of the nation. Hilina decided to do something that can

solve the problem. She planed to establish a moral collage and started her

preparation.
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The thirty three yeai old, educated and beautiful woman Hilina Tadese

participated in the national beauty contest and becomes ‘Miss Ethiopia’ of the

year. Hilina believes that her new name ‘Miss Ethiopia’ would help her to install

the college.

$89Y GATP PqPLA hAE ARdhTT POU4-A hoo(l oolf} hm-: £
UAN ML U146 htarANTS Cov b AP UNAHS @& AP HNT hao )
C9°C NAARCP Fminn (LWP9° L4¢- AILTEIC P44 #IES
M-LLC ANGLYE hm:: MY 2°03eTF PTT T AS H4Pevt HAL

m?g;é}g&mg&if‘?; &S’Ig‘eaqadﬁﬁeéﬁngat%lgraﬁ%) by installing the first
moral college. This idea comes to her after she got back to her
country and saw the depreciated spiritual wealth. However she
find the strength to start after she win the beauty contest. She
believes that the publicity she got from the contest will help her to

accomplish her goal.

Hilina believes that her success being ‘Miss Ethiopia’ will lead her to another

success. Her independent mentality allows her to use her own name to fulfill

her plan. She does not go anywhere.

Even if Hilina devotes herself to her plan no one encouraged her to do this job.
This is because they do not believe that she would be successful. The following

conversation held between Hilina and her auncle Mekbeb shows this;

«@U7 C0ATI AAI® WY apADT PI°F TN LapNATA?!

h1.97% ML 104 aohlT Po9.Povd- CTAZ IV Py NAOCTT PUAS
N2 ho-0T AP+Pm gom::
AT°F ATTAT°?- - -

QY-tov 38,77 ML ALON hCOENT aotF 7 11N avAGA?

«N9°F hWFTAIC? - - RIN9° ATL AT N2 PANN. ©€m-é-F NG GA9°T
hT41 A%187 N2P SATHTFMF Aoo AP 69°9Fm-  AINChho-
hALPA:: 9“%-_?’5 aoMEPTy W8, aoTLETT W38 TWPT heI8I8T 7
T RTN hOLT Y APRLTT AIRATTF NG oohm T BTCANSA:: ( 95)

“Do you think we can change this spoiled or bad world?”

Hilina felt hopeless by the tone of his voice and got hurt inside,
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"Why not?"

“Do you think it is possible to be Mahatma Gandhi or Jesus
Christ?”

“Why not? They were flesh and blood creature just like we are; they
passed putting their individual interest behind their belief. To make
our world worth a name we have to scarify our comfort for the

thought”

[t is seen when Hilina resists her uncle’s idea till he believes what she is saying
is true and possible. Finally Mekbeb say «'1.0+7 -FPNLAU» (97) “I am

convinced.” S )
This indicates that, Hilina is a strong woman who can challenge any idea

which contradicts her. Besides it shows how smart she is in order to convince

other people.

Hilina does not want to give attention for other things before she attains her

goal. When her mother and father ask her why she is not married yet she
says- - -
AL TAP AT AN hATT avooC ANNLEHANTY £4h AdLAU-:: ( 31).
“I have a dream and I will wait till it comes true”

For Hilina’s parents there is nothing as important as marriage and have kids

and they tried to convince her to do so. She does not accept them since she is

not convinced by them.

Besides her parents it is seen when her uncle Mekbeb tries to challenge her in

to the issuc of marriage as such

AL VNETANP AD-T haoMAD- N ATSAAGHh-T Hood ATEI° P9°L-A
FULN haoMAy- NAT ORIT AT TPSE 30T 20T DHL AGRELS AHC
hrE TPl PANNG A::

[ am worried that you will waste your life trying to bring a moral
renaissance like I did trying to bring a social change.
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Hilina docs not accept his idea. And she refuses this in a strong way; - - A%t
ARS L0V CPC DTS RCUT JoPEA: ALY 9°ATE Agedmt A% 77 hhdAlen .
@-6R, ANLL9°:: (203)”] know the love and the feeling you have for me .But I

don’t want do anything that I didn't plan to please you.”

Hilina does not reject others idea without reasoning. She has always a reason

for whatever she believes and does. Hilina express her reason of not accepting
Mekbeb’s idea in the following way;
M- L ?ﬁ“’r"f‘_'} AGATT GPC N3N ARG AINLNLANT: NHYI°
°nyt h9ATTT7 HHS?1T oL” h_‘]’“]ﬁ’l. 07 ke 1 avioo(]
WiPAPANT: oo AT aomAV Tt go b ooyl - - - RS hUA9” AL
go39° VIC ANav4T  ovqlel MNTFT SN @CUT L0790 hivT
ML AR AR 9O hoohoo( oo PR (8ATTS hdMend N aogPit
1m-

Most of the time we fall for the love we had for each other. Because
of this we miss the right way of our life .we eat drink sleep
wake....we fear to face everything .Fear does not save from death.
For me dying ashamed of peoples gossip is the worst.

Hilina recasoned her decision for Mekbeb and shows she cares for others but
she does not rejects his idea in an aggressive way. Rather, since she is capable

ol reasoning she influenced him.

Hilina is not willing to accept anything which can be an obstacle to her goal.

Even if she is working with confidence there is something which she lucks for

the establishment of the moral college.

Hilina does not have enough money. For this reason it is seen when Mekbeb
tries to convince her not to say no’ to the rich man’s proposal. If this is not

possible her uncle wants her to make the relationship smooth so that she can

be able to use his money.
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However Hilina does not hesitate to tell Atenafseged that she is not interested
not fearing to loose his money even if she knows that without money she can

not fulfill her dream. When he asks her for marriage she tells him.

19 W ATSENL!D 19 ARPC AALLNNY® ALUT AN TMANg® 107
AN FAPANT® 1FOVT ANABVY® ARY @-NT 124 Ad:: AhATY AL AL§
nh:: (186)

You are not ready Atanafsegd, you are not matured, you did not
wash your hand, you did not shower, you did not clean your soul,
there is still dirt in your hand and your body.

Hilina tells Atenafsegd what she believes about him is true even if all she says
is negative which might offend him. After this Mekbeb asked her what she told
Atenafsegd and she says «A\124@ PoL10%7 1746PAU-: P70 L.CFE @L A
DIAt hANTAY°:: (187).71 told him what I have too.l do not want to retreat fearing

he will be disappointed.”

Hilina shows how strong she is in her believe. Nothing makes Hilina weak. She
rejects Atenafsegd’s question because she does not believe that he is her type.

She does not accept the rich man’s marriage proposal. Then what is Hilina’s

attitude towards marriage.

The thirty three years old woman Hilina does not think that marriage is a
primary thing for her even though her parents tried to convince her that there
is nothing more important than marriage and having kids. The following

dialogue held between Hilina and her parents shows this

«h 3 TAP AT AT G498 oollooC ANNLGHATY £40 AdLAU-:
«NE hoo®-AL - HC hoodnt PNAM 9°F 9077 L54-A AE?» (31)

[ have a dream and I will wait till it comes true
What kind of dream can be as important as giving birth?
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For Hilina the primary thing is success in her goal which is establishing a
moral college. Thus ignoring her parent’s idea she continues her hard work to

fulfill her dream.

Besides giving a less important place for her own marriage Hilina believes that
she should not accept marriage proposal, even after her success of opening the
college just because somebody loves and chooses her. she says; «P*40TM-7 (1A

PoraoCma- h' &0 1::» (10)1 am the one who will choose my man”

The rich man Atenafseged after he invites her a dinner with her uncle he asked
her to visit his home. Hilina accepted this and visited his home. While
Atenafseged shows her his bedroom suddenly he closed the door and tries to

rape her. Hilina was read to resist him,;

APEPANAG PLOT: ALPCAT BRT@ aoPANANT AAGDTT@-9° AHGF:
ALGLT RIPSA: AT ®-9° 02 T9°0CHE avhld o3P HIET
ARLTT: AOIPCPT ANANT:: @NNP URAT anI°P Phil 1R AL
ANINOT:: PAMA DHAAT NAGIC NNAT Aco4.AF° FHLIET:: (183)

He approached her with a needy eye .When he approaches she
retreated. She does not trust his moves, may be he is going to rape
her. She got herself ready using her yoga lesson. She concentrated
.Her power was reflected on her face .she got ready to fight his huge
body with her sharp brain.

Hilina was not frightened. She believes that her mental strength is more
powerful than his physical strength. And what she believes was true. Without

any fighting she stops him.

Atenafseged tries to win Hilina by promising to share his wealth. But she was
not willing to give herself for money. For Hilina money is something she can

make by herself and love or marriage is totally different from what Atenafseged

tells her;

52



OCP  ATPEAT NANTH  AFEme T 07 ANVPT HIR ¥
PO ANLDF U0 MEET:: ACYAAT ovh- A PRE 1 (& PC LV U
hEAN heNL.N1D- (184)

“Can I give you gold? Make you shine with a diamond? I am ready
to ornament you even with a Perl. Ask me what ever you like. I will
give you anything.”

“But love does not need all these materials.”

Hilina rejects Atenafsegeds wealth even if it is important for her achievement of
her goal. Instead, the influential woman Hilina, teaches him that money can

not buy love or a real woman. Atenafseged confess this in the following way;

«1AN POIM@- TIC AR @bl AU ms 1IN SPCT hSMIC 19
Navavd @ avg°Vs BUT 17C7T INC: AU Al21Thly (217)

Now I understand that there are things money can not buy. Money
can not buy love. From the beginning the teacher told me so.

Atenafseged starts thinking differently after he become a disciple of Hilina. He

totally changes in the way Hilina wants him.

Hilina after she shaped Atenafseged in her own way, accepted his marriage

proposal and tells him

«N728.0 A3MNF Cwm- W AUT AFPC LCAU-U-:: 4007 aom?PP
E9°LUN:» (270)

You will never loose me. You are mine now. You become matured
enough to love .You started asking yourself.

In conclusion Hilina is portrayed as a woman who devoted herself to solve a
striking problem of a nation. Even if no one believes that she will be successful
it is seen when this influential woman shows her strength through changing
many people around her. This woman never gave up she always has a reason to
do something and devotes her self to succeed. She won by overcoming all her

challenging obstacles.
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3.4. A Comparative Analysis of the Female Characters in the

Novels

The five women characters who are discussed in the previous subsections of
the chapter share many characteristics as they are portrayed by a single male
writer. At the same time since the women characters are taken from three
novels published in three decades they also have difference which can be taken
as a progress seeing from feminist perspective. The similarities and difference of

the characters are presented in the following subsections.

3.4.1. The Women’s Capacity of Solving their Problem

In the stories it is seem when the five women characters faces different
problem. In the first novel, Gerdosh Tsegereda’s problem was a marriage
problem. Even though Tsegerda was capable to lead her marriage for eight
years with out a problem by being a submissive wife, but when a problem

happened in their home she was not capable to solve it.

[Sven if Tsegereda does not want to loose her marriage when she heard the
fabricated story by her friend she left her home. Tesgereda was not portrayed
to doubt what her friend Twisit told her even if she knows her very well. She
was not given the wisdom and patience tc find the truth and there by discusses
the problem with her husband. She is pictured as a hot tempered woman. Who

retreats from her problem. Weak to solve ner own mess.

It is seen in the novel Ermiyas a male character saving Tsegereda from her
devastation. He was given all the ability to solve the problems and take the
necessary measures. On the contrary Tsegereda is weak who was unable to

solve her problem.

In the same novel Gerdosh Rosa another female character is presented
depressed with her unplanned pregnancy. She was rejected by her X-boy

friend. She is seen undecided whether to abort or keep the baby.. Then comes
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Wondafrash the male protagonist to relieve her. With his support she aborted

the baby.

Besides even if she knows that wondafrash is martried and his wife with their

two kids is in problem because of her she was not able to look into her mess

and solve it.

Like wise we sce Erimyas helping Rosa to clear her mess she created in

Wodafrashe's home. Rosa is pictured not capable of solving her problems.

If we look at the other character Tiwsit in the novel we observe the same thing.
She is portrayed as not capable of solving her problem neither conscious of it.
In the story it is seen when Ermiyas shows to her all her behavioral problems.
And after that Tiwsit begs her fiancé to take her out of the mess she is in. This

shows her disability of solving her problem by herself.

Coming to the second novel Yeknat Zar, The protagonist Hiwot is portrayed in
the same way with like previous women characters lacking the capability of
solving personal problems. Hiwot is seen affected by an abusive husband but

she is not allowed to challenge him. She seen begging others to help her out.

Hiwot faces a problem after getting married her husband Semayneh. But it is
not seen when she struggles by herself to solve her problem. She begs her aunt
to take her out off her problem. When she knows that her aunt is not willing to
do so she started dreaming her x-boy friend, Henok, to break her shackles of
her imprisonment. In stead of challenging and solving her problem Hiwot
prefers to retreat from it. Finally she brought the idea of being a nun retreating

the world’s challenge since she is not capable of solving her problems.
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In the third novei Rekik Ashara (Abstract Print) it is seen when Hilina solves
her problem by herself. It was very hard to establish the first moral collage for
the ordinary women Hilina. But this does not able to stop Hilina from her goal.
Having the target of using the name beauty queen Hilina participate in the

national beauty contest and fortunately she wins.

After having the name ‘Miss Ethiopia’ things were easier for Hilina. But there
was another problem Hilina finds no one including her uncle Mekbeb who
supports her idea of establishing a moral college. But Hilina was able to

challenge and convince every body around her. Whenever she faces a problem

Hilina has a solution.

Thus the writer has actually showed a progress in portraying women as
solution makers. Even if all the women characters in the first two novels are
scen as disabled to solve their problems the last character in Rekik Ashara

(Abstract print) is portrayed as a perfect solution maker.

3.4.2. The Women’s Attitude towards Marriage

The first women character Tsegerda is a married woman who has two kids. This
woman is portrayed as a wife who believes that marriage for a woman is

everything. When she thinks that she can loose her marriage everything

becomes dark.

Rosa was very much delighted guessing Wondafrash would probably marry her.
The moment she realizes that he will not do so she becomes very sad thinking

that she could not have a happy life without marriage.

Unlike the two women Tiwsit does not believe that marriage for a woman is
essential since she can go out with any one she likes. The writer presents such
believe of Tiwsit in a negative ways. It seems that marriage for Tiwsit is

necessarily only for sexual satisfaction.



Hiwot, in the second novel like Tsegerda and Rosa believes marriage for woman
is a fundamental thing. Besides for Hiwot marriage is a source of wealth.
According to Hiwot women have to protect their beauty in order to increase
their value in the eyes of men. It seems that the writer does not show any

improvement in portrayal of women in relation to their attitude towards

marriage in this novel too.

Contrary to the pervious women Hilina in ‘Rekik Ashara’ is presented as a
woman who has some other important dream which can bring a solution for
striking problem of a nation rather than marriage. She is portrayed or defined
in relation to society not in relation to just men. Unlike her parents Hilina
believes that women should not relate themselves to marriage only. They
should have to focus and contribute some for the betterment of society like men
do. Hilina can be taken as an example of a character portrayed in a ‘positive’

manner. Unlike the pervious women characters Hilina is independant.
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CHAPTER FOUR

CONCLUSION

In this study an attempt has been made to examine the image of women
characters in the selected three novels by Sisay Nigusu, is distorted or not
sceing them from Feminist critics point of view. The three novels published in
three decades 1989-2003 reflects both positive and negative image of women
From my discussion it can be generalized that the dominant image of women

in the first two novels is negative followed by positive image in Rekik Ashara.

The three women in Gerdosh (1981) are portrayed as; submissive, trouble
maker and seductress. Tsegereda Wondafrashe's wife is portrayed as a humble
and meeck woman who leads her marriage without obstacle for eight years. This
woman is called "Saint Tsegereda" becauise of her humbleness and meekness.
She is presented as an ideal wife because she does not challenge or resist her
husband. But the ideal woman Tsegereda was not able to challenge her
marriage problem. Even if she thinks that life for her is dark with out marriage
but she was not able to save it using her own wisdom. It is seen when she
retreats from her problem till a male character saves her marriage from
distraction. Thus it is possible to say this woman character is portrayed as
dependent on the men characters. Her happiness is hugely dependent on her
husband and her problem caused by women characters was only solved

through men characters.

The other woman character Rosa is portrayed as seductress followed by
emotional lover. This woman is condemned and called ‘bitch’ by many
characters around her for taking Wondafrash from his wife and becoming a
causec for the distraction of his family. Besides this woman character is unable
to see the mess caused by her in Wondafrash's family. It is Erimiyas who

makes her conscious and uncovers her blindness. Finally, it seen when Rosa
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takes the right decision with the help of Eriruiyas. This shows how the woman

character is portrayed as dependent and disabled.

Tiwsit is portrayed as irresponsible, adulteress, acpendent on men and selfish
character. In the story it seen when this woman becomes the cause of
distraction. Tiwsit is the cause of the distraction of the happiest marriage of her
friend. This is because she is a liar and a selfish one who always runs after her
advantages. Many of the characters given for Tiwsit are related with adultery.
Tiwsit triecs to seduce Ermiyas who has no sexual interest in her. For Tiwsit
going out with different men is a victory. Whenever men ask her for sex she
feels proud of herself. After all her messes a male character was there to show
and to make her conscious of her bad characters. Finally it is seen when Tiwsit

begs her fiancé to take her out of the darkness she is in.

All the three women characters in the story are presented as dependent and
unable to solve their problem. It is through men that all the three women
characters get happiness. Again it is through men the women characters can
solve their problems. As the dialogue of Tsegereda taken for the analysis (29)

indicates life for woman become dark if their relation with their men is bad and

if not the reverse is true.

Coming to the second novel Yekinat Zar Hiwot is portrayed as a woman who
can not strongly refuses others ideas which denies her freedom. She believes
that women's value depends on their usefulness or attractiveness to men.
Because she is portrayed as such Hiwot has no confidence to divorce Semayneh
since being a divorcee devalues her. In the story Hiwot is seen when she
accepts her husband in a submissive way. She is portrayed as a woman who
needs men's protection in order to solve her problems. Hiwot can be taken as a
submissive wife. Thus it can be said that the writer reflects the stereotypical

image of woman in his this novel like the previous one.
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Unlike the two novels the writer shows a dramatically change in his last novel.
Hilina in this novel is portrayed as a solution maker of her problem and have a
strong drcam to solve a problem of her nation. Hilina unlike the previous
women 1s portrayed as a woman who does not relate her success and failure

with her relation to men. She believes a woman should have to have a chance

to select her man.

In conclusion the image of women characters in the first two novels; Girdosh
and Yeknat Zar is distorted. The writer gives a stereotypical image for his
women characters; submissive, aduliery, being a liar, being dependent, being
an emotional lover and a sex object. Contrary to these negative images of
woman the writer presents a very strong, independent, assertive and solution

maker woman in his last novel. He shows a radical change in his portrayal of

women characters.

60



REFERENCE

Brody Miriam. (ed) (1985).Vindication of the Rights of Woman. England.

Penguin classics.

Barrett Michele. (1988). Women'’s Oppression Today. New York. Verso.

Biniam Yakob.(2005). “An Analysis of some Gender Based Kambatta Proverbs.”
(MA Thesis). School of Graduate Studies, Addis Ababa University.

Donovan Josephine (editor) (1989) 2rd ed. Feminist Literary Criticism. The

University Press of Kentucky.

Ferguson, Mary Anne, (1977). Images of Women in Literature (27¢ ed) Boston:

Houghton Mifflin Company.
Jefferson, ANN and Robey David. (1986). Modern Literary Theory. A

comparative Introduction. (24 ed). London. B.T. Bastsford Ltd.

Krishnaswamy, N. (2001). Contemporary Literary Theory. Student’s Companion

India Macmillan Indian Ltd.

Lovenduski, Joni and Randall Vicky. (1993). Contemporary Feminist Politics.

New York. Oxford University Press.

Mekonnen Fekadu (2005). “Images of Women in the Fiction of selected African
Women writers: A Comparative Black Feminist study. (MA Thesis).
School of Graduate Studies, Addis Ababa University.

Mekonnen Zegeye. (2001). “Images of Women and Plot Structure in the First
Four Novels of Fikere Markos Desta.” (MA Thesis). School of Graduate
Studies, Addis Ababa University. -

Mill, J. Stuart (1970). The Subjection of Women. London: Longmans

Millett Kate (1971). Sexual Politics. New York. Avon

Mulualem Denbegena (2006). “Aspects of Feminism in Amadias's The

Concubine and The Great Ponds and Emecheta's Second Class Citizen.”

(MA Thesis). School of Graduate Studies, Addis Ababa University.
Sisay Nigusu (1989). Girdosh. Addis Ababa Artistic Printing Company
(1996). Yeknat Zar. Addis Ababa Mega Printing.

61



(2003). Rekik Ashara (Addis Ababa Artistic Printing Coinpany.

Tekle Tesfalidet. (2008). “The Portrayal of Major Female character in Four
Ambharic Novels.” (MA Thesis). School of Graduate Studies, Addis Ababa
University.

Tigist Defaru (2006). “The Image of Female characters in Films: A case study of
two Male Authored Amharic Films-Kezkaza Wolafen and Semavawi
Feres.” (MA Thesis). School of Graduate Studies, Addis Ababa

University.

Yihenew Melese (2004). “A Feminist Reading of Tobbyva and Endewotach
Kerech.” (MA Thesis). School of Graduate Studies, Addis Ababa
University. ‘

Yodit Admasu (2007). “The Portrayal of women in selected novels of peter
Abrahams and Ayi Kwei Armah.” (MA Thesis). School of Graduate
Studies, Addis Ababa University.

Zewde Tadesse (2004). “Gender Issues in two Oromo Novels: Kussa Gadoo and

Dhaamsa Abbaa.” (MA Thesis). School of Graduate Studies, Addis

Ababa University.

62



DECLARATION

This thesis is my original work and has not been presented for a degree in any

other university, and that all sources of material used for the thesis have been

duly acknowliedged.

Name: Sseble Woldkidan

Signature: C:S;:ﬁ%

Place: Institute of Language Studies.

Addis Ababa University

Date: ;Zé/Oé/Ocj




	MX-M464N_20220126_145058
	MX-M464N_20220126_145144
	MX-M464N_20220126_145428

