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Scmeynch was very angry when he knows that Hiwot is not virgin because her 

aunt lold him that she was never gone out with men. He starts mistreating his 

wi fe at the same night he married her. He insulted her calling her a 'whore' and 

spat on her. He tells her he spent his money unfairly for her so that he has a 

right lo do whatever he likes. 

Semayeneh is very jealous of his wife. It is very hard for him to go any where 

with her and see men letting their eyes on her. One day they went to a tailor 

and Semayneh was not a ble to ignore the tailor's touch of Hiwot's body even if it 

is just for the sake of knowing her s ize. Semayneh stops the tailor and insulted 

him. Everybody around them laughed at Semayneh for his fooli s h response. 

Semayneh becomes very angry of Hiwot that she brought him in such kind of 

place. While they were in the car going back home street boys come and beg 

money from Hiwot by appreciating her beauty. Their way of appreciation was 

funny and Hiwot laughed but Semayneh kicked her as though she laughed at 

him. Due to this Hiwot lost her teeth . 

Hiwot tells h er aunt she is being treated like a prisoner in Semayneh's house. 

And she asks her to help her to separate from him. Her aunt does not accept 

her complain. Rather she tries to convince her that everything will be alright 

when she gives birth. Hiwot starts hating living with Serneyneh a nd shows her 

disrespect for him a nd his family who are not fair to her except Serneyneh's 

youn gest brother Medmdemya. Seeing this Semayneh feared he is going to 

loose her. 

Semeyneh made Gorfu, his younger brother and his mother spy Hiwot to 

check whether she has any contact with anybody except her mother. Hiwot's 

life becomes horrible. She decided to escape from the house but there is no 

place [or her to hide since her aunt does not accept her. 
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Hiwot started contacting her X-boy friend Henok, who lives in America USIng 

Medmedmy's postal address. She begs him to take h er away from the country. 

In the mean time s h e escaped from the house and hide he r self in a Hotel 

Laking her expensive ornamen ts. 

Semeyn eh los t his m ind when he finds out that Hiwot esca ped . He believes tha t 

if hc looses Hiwot h e wi ll lose everything. He goes to her mother and threatens 

her to brin g Hiwo t. Wyzero Sirash tries to cool Semeyneh down because he is 

almost getting mad. She feels sorry and te lls him that what the fortune teller 

Lold h im is not true. She expla in for h im that she is the one who arranges the 

fo rtune teller to te ll him that Hiwot is h is luck because she wanted him to 

marry Hiwot. Semeyneh shots her when h e h eard the story and he h im self is 

a lso killed by a policeman when he tries to escape . 

l-liwoL also received a letter from her X-boy friend and finds out tha t he had 

committcd a suicide. While she was crying Medmedemya tells her that her aunt 

is in thc Hospital. Finally Hiwot's aunt died a fter she met Hiwot and asks 

cxcuse for what she has done. 

3 .2 .2. Hiwot: A Submissive Wife 

Hiwot is portrayed as weak a nd dependent. In the binging of the story it is seen 

when a r ich man called Semeyneh com es to her a nd gives her unexpected and a 

disgraceful choice . Sem ayneh tells her 

"I decided to marry or kill you . Choose one!" 

I [iwot responded to this unpleasant question which tota lly ignores her right to 

live and to choose h er man, in a submissive way saying; 9U
, ~,'" ~-}- ')uC""). ~(J) . 

;Ji'i. tI"'l"'~U «M I1' "lIao"':" M';:r7 11"f ooc;'C'l (Joy.or}-· f'l.;J't;'\ f''l0-}-, 9u C""). 9U'} 

~, (JofT)(J).» (4) "Fighting with h er simile she says what kind of choose is it 
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Semay ' ,eh? Why do you bring a choice of death while ;t is possible to live and 

be happy. " 

Iliwot does ilOt tell him that h c h as no r igh t to kill or to ciecide to marry her 

with out her willingness . When he forces her to give him a n answer ins tead she 

says; ·i·'Hi '/oll. I1m:~'l h7,'l 'L' ;JC '(]oonCO+ .1'.11 ,e tl'1t\ : :«7Ii'1 :;:(J)' O"'l'?c]IJ+ :"'''17,,<;' 

ft!1 .,.yp}:: (28) "I would be happy if you give me some time to d iscu ss th e issue 

with my m oth er" she s a id in a begging tone. 

I [iwot entrcats Sem eyneh . Bes ides s h e can not decide by herself on this ve ry 

personal is s ue . Sh e needed her a unt's help. 

!\fter th is Hiwot discussed the issu e with h er aunt. In her discussion with her 

s he is also not seen strongly challenging her aunt's idea which contradicts h er 

in terest. Thus, even if Hiwot h a s three main reasons including his age which 

doubles her, not to marry him but her aunt convinces her by telling how rich 

Semeyneh is . 

Hiwot's s ubmisf:iveness also continued afte r she started living "lith Semayneh. 

Wh en Scmayn eh finds that Hiwot is n o t virgin in their firs t night, h e insulted 

her a nd spit 0 11 her. He called her a whore saying .~'C'(J).'}?" P7iCoo.(/] t\J!: 

i'iCoo.(/] 'f(D' (28) "It is given that a whores' daughter is also a whore." 

Hiwot respond s to his insult and disrespectful action pleadingly. The action of 

[-liwot is s ta ted in th e novel as such prh.e(J)+ Pt\oo'l MH·yp·i· Pf'l°'l.e~u'} t\.(] 

t'l.y,:.,: .(J). ~,t\fMU(28) . "But the solicit of Hiwot does not soften Semayneh 's 

heart." 

Besides not defending herself it is seen when Hiwot gives full right for 

Semeyneh showing him her complete submissiveness like this; 
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'1'1 , ;1(1")' m'i: i'j ,e '}6li)_ r.r~, TWWi rnrAl\7i tJ'i:I.+ 7i'! ~ ' j,p.+C;'I'flO m.e. 
i.(;.i· '1i n,} 'ruot'l 'ij ;rt'l '1i 

«I,n,» 
<cp.q" ('+?" ~,+'l,J.>:'+?"» 
«i.7i.» 

"Tomorrow early in the morn in g you will go back to your mother's 
home taking your properties along wi th your sha me." 
"Alright" 
"No! You will never go 
((Alright" 

It is Scmeyneh wh o decided to marry h er. From the beginning he d id not ask 

her willingness, he come and say; 'I decided '. And now h e a lso s hows he has a 

full right to return Hiwot to her home or to let her live with him, Hiwot as the 

dialogue indicates gave all the right to h im. She is ready to acce pt whatever he 

decides. 

Semeyneh th inks that h e had bought her. So he believes that Hiwo t should 

shape her behavior in the way he wants she should be. like as such; 

~,'},e.<;, 'I7C .eu'} i'j:p'm o'}{lm7.~ ~,t'l'flO:: V-M';;' '17C t'l .t'l .. :)~ hVU'I!'1i 
lf'l'li uo'»l.,n 1't'l'flO?" A:J'.e A;r.e £fl}t'l'r 1't'\'flO?"::- - - ~,(n c]A 
~,"J'fl,,'i)A: : fl-"'! ()fD+ I,VtYI!O If'IO 1'?",H'cn,fl:/' ?nh'}.l',r I'M" 
,e7t]i)bI. Ul'al'r?!:: «7f];~ i\~oo1'h- '1m-:: » (p:27) 

"First you have to avoid your smile, second you have to make 
you rself invisible. . .. Now you a re married. Stop! You have no 
reason to make yourself a ttrac tive, do you understand Hiwot?!" " 1 
do understand am listening." 

Hiwot is agreed to change her behavior In a way Semeyneh wanted. This is 

because she fears that Semayneh might divorce h er. And if he d ivorces her, her 

value will decrease since she will be a divorcee. 

h()£fl}.e 'lU ;JC 1'fIlbl.;r '(l ')'OJfIl m,c"J1'?" «&,·h uot]", '}<; ?"C6L1.'P-} 
m.e?" '1't..."I1.'JX'} £fl}1'flfl·/ fl;rfl'fl htLU hM·OJ· ;JC i\/~mf].e '1';J':rt'l" 
1'00<;'C ~"I1+ fl"'1,X'} ,e1·H-'PbI. (p:50) 
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When s h e thinks tha t she will be called a divorcee and loose a ll her 
value if s h e gets separated with Sem ayn eh , he r preferen ce of living 
with Semayneh over weighs her feeling. 

Iliwot tries to be a good wife by Lving s u bmissively . But h er husband did no t 

stop mi streating he r. Besides his insu lt a nd mis treating Semayen eh star ts 

bea tin g her. Like in a moment a fte r the left the tailor's shop. When Hiwot 's 

ta ilor touch es h er body even if it is for the sake of knowing h er s ize Semayn eh 

become j ealous a nd qua rrel with h im . While h e was in this feeling in their way 

back home in th e ir car Hiwot lau ghed because of the street boy 's way of 

appreciating her beau ty Sem eyneh h it h e r. 

tt;;·} h l7o/T.I,L i). n,vi' 1't'\ lT'] ,e'/V n'm, l70'}7"l.'·"'P ",e t'Lf C<t: '/N" ] ')' 
n·m.ro· ro/t ro' 'PCe), '} Mlh.\'. C; + :: 1"/ ' l70 ;t'·,}'·n+'} n;J' n7,;s, .e 'l ~\ 'i7 :t·} 
~"" L'rL :}: : : (45) 

Before s h e even fini sh es la u ghing s he felt Sem ayn eh 's s h ot on her 
chick, th e s h ot forced her to close h er mouth . She put h er head 
down h olding her chick. 

Due to this Hiwot lost her teeth bu t she does n ot take a ny action by herself 

instead s h e begs h er a u n t to take her ou t from Sem eyn eh 's h ou se. Her a u nt 

was not willing to do so. 

Hiwot fe lt th a t sh e h as no choice excep t to becom e a prostitu te sin ce her aunt 

docs not accept her if s h e leave Semeyn eh . 

1'+ '/ro' l707ii"i~ ? - - - n·c; n,+ roNl' 'liCao,'PC;?! 
n;t' M, 'n;f .e l7llM'i't\:: (86) 
where sha ll I retreat? ... being a pros titu te in a bar? That is the only 
place which I think is open . 

She thou ght living submissively would h elp her to h ave a good life . But s h e 

d idn 't n ot get a good life. And now sh e is thinkin g of prostitution a s solution for 

h er problem . 
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Iler dependent mentality cou ld not a llow her lO do a nything by herself to solve 

her problem. She s ta rts thinkin g about Henok, h er X- boy friend so that he can 

free her from Semenyneh. 

'ISh ['<PUIt\ ['t\:£i:~:I' :VH~~'\'. 'lflC:: ,1'.1':'1" nM,(]J"/'/ ' <;' <t::"C n;t'(]Jt:: · 
M,h'l"C'V.· ['ool1](]J. Ml ' ~(]J.:: <t:'rC, +h·c'j-)· [,"'1(]J' 'I' (]J. OM1' ~(]J.:: ilV' -j 
J-'(J(]J . m·6j~' mc Mlf'/ OlS:t::·i](I)· t\~'l):(J.). l,fln,(Jf)':: 9"'lNl-r Ml' 
onMl'o ~lJ"/1 ~lf'lt\: : U'II Y(]J ' :J't\? - - - (87) 

Henok is my childhood boy friend . when you explained to me about 
true love earlier, h e was the one who popped up in my mind, I 
enjoyed a pationate love with him. Now h e is abroad. I have 
decided to write him with his address . In case he has a place for, 
me who knows!!! 

Hiwot wishs He nok will save her from Semayneh. She wri tes him everything 

that had happened to h er s ince they stopped writing each other. Her le tter 

starts with the fo llowing sentence. 

'f,'}['n! "(~ ,eu, .I'.·o?o, [,9,,~·<t:t\U Me 0,-)- (J)'n1' If''i '/(1)' ym·9" ~'(J"'1 
h<t:t\ (]J'n1'! - - - [,;H1Ch'O-r, ['·od- (J,M')- M·Ot.. (]aD (I).tll-)' Y(J1i1 
-'·M· l,,-" ·of '/(]J' : : (l03) 

"Heni I am wri ting this letter from prison, from a dark room! You 
are my only hope that will help me break shackles that imprisoned 
me." 

Hiwot believes except Henok's help s h e cannot fight h er problems. This shows 

her disability to solve her own problem. She believes that it is man (Henok) 

who can put her out of the darkness . Even if Hiwot hopes that Henok will solve 

her problem h e writes her that he is not a ble to help her. When Hiwot find s out 

tha t Henok will no longer solve her problem s h e says the following desperately. 

7,'f., 9U ,9" l,~'r)' -'·M· il~;t'n9":: h'{"(; [' -'-,:JLI'.(I)- IX\,(J"'] ~(]J- V-(J-9" 
'nc IX\,(J"'] If';''O<;'t\ 'Im .. N-1'/')' Ul"'l<;'t\ (268) 

I have given up hope. Only darkness covered m e. Every thing IS 

dark I feel guilty. 
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I Ier hopc was to be rich throu gh men. Her desire was to have love, Since she 

looses her love and h er source of w\~alth what else is left for her? Only 

'darkness'. 

F'inally Hiwot says; 1"}tI?U'i 'T'l-J'l. lTDO·tj ·fFf<;' (l;:t- 7~?" If'(~ ~,"'}1T'Ptlu·:: 7M" 

(/0"'} 1] -}' .e,i'iM'6\:: (269) "I found that a monastery is th e only p la ce for me to 

rctreat from the cruel world. It is better from me to be a monk." S h e feels tha t 

she is not able to ch allenge life she preferred to run away as u suaL 

in conclus ion , Hiwot can be expressed as weak, dependant, submissive, n ot 

capablc of resis ting a challenging life and a woman who takes marriage as a 

"grand feature" in her life. She does not know to say 'no' for many things which 

a re disrespectful for her. 

3.3. Rekik Ashara (Abstract Print) 

I~ekik Ashara is a novel by Sisay Nigu su written in 2003. This novel deals about 

a strong women's aspi ra tion to build a moral college. The woman character is 

judged from feminist perspective in the subsection next to the synopsis of th e 

story. 

3.3.1. Synopsis of the Story 

Hilina Tadese came to Addis Ababa from a very rural area because of her u ncle 

in ordcr to s ta rt her education. Both in Ekmentary and high sch ool Hilina was 

an outstanding student which lead s h er to have a n excellent grad e in her 

ESLCE. Hilin a got a scholarship to continue her higher education in Russia. 

Afte r she receIves her first degree Hilina goes to other countries. She lives in 

England and America for a lmost twelve years. When sh e was abroad she was 

depressed by the belief tha t money possessions and physical comforts are more 

important than spiritual values in life. She feels that huma n beings are 
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changed to a machinery. Unfortunately Addis Aba ba was no different. 

Materialism had taken over spiritua lity. 

I-iilina realizes that this obsession of money and ignoring human values is 

leading the society to corruption. She observed that it is difficult to get a nything 

done with out corruption . This initiated her to in s tall a moral collage, But it 

was not easy to do so . 

Awhile Hilina opens a cultural s hop. A man who sees her in her shop comes 

and tells her that if she competes in th e national beauty contest she will win. At 

fi rst Hilina does not accept him since she is thirty three. But the man does not 

give up and convinced h e r. 

Hilina particip ated in the national beauty contest and become 'Miss Ethiopia' of 

the year. Using h er name she decides to open a mora l college. Hilina believes 

that people can balance materialism and spiritualism in there day to day life if 

and only if they have a good understanding of mora l values . 

At first no one supported her idea of establishing a moral college. Everybody 

around tells her that she could not be profitable in such kind of business. 

Hilina does not let a nyone to stop h er even if she actually has shortage of 

money to build the college. 

In the mea n time a wealthy man who sees her picture in different newspapers 

and magazines fa lls in love with her and comes to ask h er to merry him. In the 

firs t day of their m eeting the man promises to give the necessary amount of 

money for her plan, Hilina does not accept him. This is because she does not 

understand his source of wealth and a t the same time she does not believe that 

he is menta lly m a ture to have a real love. So she says to him 'you a re not 

matured'. 
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Atctlafsegcd becomes very crazy a bout her. The mc:-e she tells him that she is 

not in terested in him he becomes more and more obsessed with her. And he 

realizes that money alone can not make him happy. One day Hilina asks him 

what the source of his wealth is. He confesses a ll his illegal activities which he 

has never tell to a nyone. He a lso tells her that he does such illegal things 

because he lost his father's wealth by unfair and illegal people so he started a 

blind and immoral revenge. 

Hilina felt sorry for him. And she tells him that his action could not make him 

happy. Instead of revenge protecting and saving others who are innocent and 

are hurt like him would have brought him joy. 

I\tenafscgecl becomes the first to give a hand fo r Hilina. He washes his body by 

a holy water promising no to collect money by hurting other people and his 

country. Following Atenafseged many others who had been with him in his 

illegal 'Mercury business' changed themselves. Finally the story ended when 

Hilina accepts his marriage proposal after shaping him in a way she wanted 

and established th e college. 

3.3.2. Hilina: The Liberated Woman 

Hilina is portrayed as independent strong and assertive woman. This woman 

knows to say 'no' when ever it is necessary. She does not let anyone to 

suppress her dignity and belief. Hilina n ever thinks that things which are 

possible for others would be impossible for her. 

When Hilina returns to her homeland after spending more than fifteen years in 

different countries, she realized that there is a moral crisis which she believes 

is the striking problem of the nation. Hilina decided to do something that can 

solve the problem. She planed to establish a moral collage and s tarted her 

preparation. 
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The th irty three yea,' old, educated a nd bea utiful woman Hilina Tadese 

participated in the national beauty contest and becomes 'Miss Ethiopia' of the 

year. Hilina believes that her new name 'Miss Ethiopia ' would h elp her to install 

the college. 

",.",0'1, °A"'l'1' f"/"6,t\ /.n.:0 ~,*''''''l f"/"6 ,t\ i.avn.+ t7D !I" } '/iD':: ,eu 
U<'l·n (l),e. U7l::~ h-"aDt\(I+'l f'ao -}Ii.<'l'e v'n-t·'l (l),e."I'+ i,f';)' lln:-': hava])'. 
:C>: ?0C' n~.i,9°C''P -"m'/M fl.tI''}9'' .e.~6, i,'}.e.· -H':9"C f'71.1, -}' ""}:0'l 
(l)·.e.- .e.·C ~,7iC,'&,~:t ~aJ': : fltLU 9"h'},f'-}' ,f'7'Hm 'J..'l ;)''P 'I: '1'1' 11'1'1: 

M~ili~jcW'~1rr?: ?o-}&e"'li~te~Y:r'dll};s;'i:tl(W) by installing the first 
moral college . This idea comes to her after she got back to her 
coun try and saw the depreciated spiritual wealth. However s he 
find the stren gth to start a fter she win the beauty contest. She 
believes th at the publicity s h e got from the contest will help her to 
accomplish h er goal. 

Hilina believes that her success being 'Miss Ethiopia' will lead her to another 

success . Her inde pendent mentality a llows her to u se h er own name to fulfill 

her plan. She does not go a nywhere. 

Even if Hilina devotes h erself to her p lan no on e encouraged her to do this job. 

This is because they do not believe that sh e would be successful. The following 

conversation held between Hilina and h er aunele Mekbeb shows this; 

~,~ ;J7<. (l).e. H11. an'''L'l' P"'l.,f'an6· plt\;:I' "III tI'~ M-"{)"'l+ f'unS 
{)"'1.-1- h(l)'{) 'l' i, f' -t41f1] ana]:: 
M "'} ~, '}:-':t\9°?!_ - -

°'lU-"au ,?,},'l.'} mf> ,}9" A.f'n·{) hC{)-f.{)'} autl''} 0'l.;J't\ ao{)t\i'it\? 

«MO-} ~,-}+t\9"?! - - i,'II'I'9" i,-}.l? 'J..<;' () ,? f't\fl(). <J:m'6''} '/n<;.:: 'M9"'} 
h'l'1.+ Il"'l.",,} {),?'/? ~1)"I;t':fm''} llau,}Ii.<'l'/? lW"~;:I':I:m' ~,'}nChh(l)' 
~,t\6, 'Pt\:: 9" _e.' 6·l'} anmt,f':-'~-} i, '}ft au'l' ,{,,f':)"'} ;, '}.", -).tI''} i,,f''}.'','}.'',:-':'} 
:,,'}'Ii -}'-fli hIi,?l'} 'J..P·)\L'l',} 1l'/<J:<'l+,} '7-nC au{)rn+ f>'j"c,n'lt\: : ( 95) 

"Do you think we can change this spoiled or bad world?" 

Hilina felt h opeless by the tone of his voice and got hurt inside, 
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"Why not?" 

"Do you think it I S possible to be Ma h atm a Gandhi or Jesus 
Christ?" 

"Why not? They were flesh and blood creature just like wc are; they 
passed pu tting their individua l interest behind their belief. To make 
our world worth a nam e we have to scarify our comfort for the 
thought" 

It is seen when Hilina res ists her uncle's idea till h e bel ieves what sh e is saying 

is tru e a nd possible. Finally Mekbeb say «'I.n·1 ·'··" ·OYI\U·» (97) "I am 

convinced." 
This indicates that, Hilin a is a strong woman who can challenge a ny idea 

which contradicts her. Besides it shows how smart she is in order to convince 

other people . 

Hilina does not want to give attention for other things before she atta ins her 

goal. When her mother and father ask her why s h e is not married yet she 

says- - -

"I have a dream and I will wait till it comes true" 

For Hilina's parents there is no thing as important as marriage and h ave kids 

and they tried to convince her to do so . She do'~s not accept them since she is 

not convinced by them. 

Besides her parents it is seen when her uncle Mekbeb tries to challenge h er in 

to the issue of marriage as such 

7,'l, V'OL"'M'/? 1\(J).<p ~,t7Dtlll\U' ·M. A/.'lI"\I\'i:h"}- tlOOI ~";f.9u l"/Ot·t\ 
·rUJ.':(l ~,ODfTJl\U' ·O I\7i 1J1l'/7i 71/M""6 '}t'\OTJ '}I\OTJ {lh', l\'i:tS MIC 
71/.'l·H'6 YMO<;'t\:: 

I a m worried that you will waste your life trying to bring a mora l 
renaissance like I did trying to bring a social change. 
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Hilina dOes not accept hi s idea. And she refuses this in a strong way; - - ~, 'H' 

M,'/, .I'M C:,'C ,');J')''I lJ:.CU·;' )'en'r~'C\:: IltLu '/°lln nrro{jrw;' ·M. T} h~,;"('l6To).\{­

en-a1. ~,C\ 'IS: '!":: (203)"1 know the love and the feeling you haw, for me .But 1 

don't want do anything that I didn't p lan to please you." 

Hilin a docs not reject oth ers idea without reasoning . She has always a reason 

for whatever she believes and does . Hilina express her reason of not accepting 

Mckbcb's idea in the following way; 

·fII l· '1.11. ~,'}fn:'} nlMl'} c,:q.C rnC\ ~,'}7i'/c,:'1 ~,'}C\/.,t'lb"')n'}:: ntl.U'!" 
'1 u n'H' h,}II"'l)" '} " 'II'I"7""} en,ey" ~,'r('l61'), {j".,} "' ~ , en.'} ~'C: oo{jrroC 
i,'}</'II"'IIn'}:: oD'Oll')' rrorn(11+ 00',,<;,,/- ao'/td·! - - - 'h'l hU'n'?" Oll,e 
'I"'}'!" ~'IC IIn007 .... '}' l7DlJ:.~.+ "7lll'} If'lC\:: c,:CU';' ,'?."'l?" MU'}' 
~lo.'?."},!" M,L +C\", 'T"r hoo{jooC oo'}'·y. o,en·'};t' ~,:'>(116b1l (j.y. 00'/°,/. 
'/(1) ' 

Most of the time we fall for the love we h ad for each other. Because 
of this we miss the right way of our life .we eat drink sleep 
wake .... we fear to face everything .Fear does not save from death. 
For me dying ashamed of peoples gossip is the worst. 

Hilina reasoned her decision for Mekbeb and shows she cares for others but 

she does not rejects his idea in an aggressive way, Rather, s ince she is capable 

of rcasoning she influenced him. 

I-lilina is not willing to accept anything which can be an obstacle to her goaL 

fi:ven if she is working with confidence there is something which she lucks for 

the establishment of the moral college. 

Hilina does not have enough money. For this reason it is seen when Mekbeb 

tries to convince her not to say 'no ' to the rich man's proposaL If this is not 

possible h er uncle wants her to make the relationship smooth so that she can 

be able to use his money. 
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However Hilina does not hesitate to tell Atenafseged that she is not interested 

not fearing to loose his money even if she knows that without money she can 

not fulfill her dream. When he asks her for marriage she tells him. 

'Ie; 'IV ~,1'e;<J::I'I7.\':! 'Ie; i'llJ: 'rC ~,A.\'.Lilh?U h!!-V'} ~,A"'m'flh9u '1"VI 
~,A·t·A'/'i'lh9u '/lJ:ilv '; M:VlV9u 7,!!-v w·il1' '/ . .\':<J:: (Ii'l:: (lfJ,,·j'v ".e o.\'.'lJ: 
M:: (186) 

You are not ready Atanafsegd, you are not matured, you did not 
wash your hand, you did not shower, you did not clean your soul, 
there is still dirt in your hand and your body. 

I-filina tells Atenafsegd what she believes about him is true even if all she says 

is negative which might offend him. After this Mekbeb asked her what she told 

Alcnafsegd and she says «A ~'1 Lw· r u '1. 'If] '>;1 '1'1 ("'1'i'lV':: :" Y"'l.I 6.C'f. wg. ;}." 

"7i'l+ (,A:Y'A9u:: (187)."1 told him what I have too.1 do not want to retreat fearing 

hc will bc disappointed." 

Hilina shows how strong she is in her believe . Nothing makes Hilina weak. She 

rejects Atenafsegd's question because she does not believe that he is her type. 

She does not accept the rich man's marriage proposal. Then what is Hilina's 

a ttitude towards marriage . 

The thirty three years old woman Hilina does not think that marnage IS a 

primary thing for her even though her parents tried to convince her that there 

is nothing more important than marriage and having kids. The following 

dialogue held between Hilina and her parents shows this 

«(II,\'.' i'A:/> q"U? M'>;:: q""'ll'o ooilooC Mh..e 11 A '>; J';LiI 7,·llyi'lV·:: 

«A!!- /loow·i'l,\'.· --- tiC /loo"·l"J.r I'fli'lm 9U I q"U? .e<;'~·A A"f..?» (3 1) 

I have a dream and I will wait till it comes true 
What kind of dream can be as important as giving birth? 
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For l-lilin a th e pnmary thing is su ccess in h er goal which i!:; establishing a 

moral college. Thus ignoring her parent 's idea s h e co ntinues her ha rd work to 

ful fill her dream. 

13esides givi ng a less important place for h er own marriage Hilina believes that 

she should not accept m arriage proposal, even after h er success of opening the 

college just because somebody loves and chooses h er. sh e says; «r?"t.C\7(lJ·1 flC\ 

r~"170C(IlaJ' ~\'b (,·A. '/:~::» (10)'1 am the on e wh o will choose my man" 

The rich man Atenafseged a fter he invites her a di nner with her u ncle h e a sked 

hcr La visit his home . Hilina accepted this and vis ited his home. While 

I\tenafseged shows h er his bedroom suddenly he closed the door and tries to 

rape her. Hilina was rea d to resis t h im; 

~\ r ·H' A An A 'f><:: (H,: : A. 'rCI]'r i'ii'Ff(lJ' oo:Mfl n A·'} ~,<'ll7D '/ :}: (lJ.?" Ml <;''? -t'. 
n . .I'.'t:!.·"" f',tf<;'C\:: na'l/~(lJ.?o or';J -i '?"uc;J:: l7DA/.-r oolt.tI'P. [1'?Xi:'i' 
~\ .e../' 7:'·:: Ml?"C."P'} MM)··:: (lJ ·flnl'P. Vf','l:} (,f.},?o:!, rb.-;J:: 77\';)-' <'I ,e. 
M~Ofl:h f~\)lC\ "l'H(,.,i·'} flM?"C.' 'OM -}' nl701·1\?'' ",tl;J:e:)::: (183) 

He a pproached her with a needy eye .Wh en he approaches she 
retreated . She does not trust his moves, may be he is going to ra pe 
her. She got h erself ready using her yoga lesson. She concentrated 
.Her power was reflected on her face .s h e got ready to fi ght his huge 
body with her s h GJp brain. 

Hilina was not frightened. She believes that her mental strength IS more 

powerful than his physical s tren gth. And what sh e believes was true. Without 

any fighting sh e s tops him. 

I\tenafseged tries to win Hilina by promising to share his wealth. But she was 

not willing to give herself for money. For Hilina money is something she ca n 

make by herself and love or marriage is totally different from what Atenafseged 

tells h er; 
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OlC:" I'\':'pr,:t\7i M,t\if'nJ 
1'9"')' 6. t\7.ro·'; V' I'\' m,e·,: ''i:: 
~,:e: 'n ~,y/i6.t\'l (l)· (184) 

I'\ 'Hm" :' I"(j no'}>/< I'\M.'I"(j 'W'l)r no: 
I'\uJ.I'\t.\7i 00.1'\. /..:1' .1'.<;' 'n::» «<i:N:: ,etJ V'I'! ' 

"Can I give you gold? Make you shine with a diamond? I a m n: ady 
to ornament you even with a Perl. Ask me what ever you like. I will 
give you anything. " 

"But love does not need a ll these materia ls." 

Ililina rejects Atenafseged s wealth even if it is important for her achievement of 

her goal. Instead, the influential woman Hilina, teaches him that money can 

not buy love or a rea l wom a n. Atenafseged confess this in the following way; 

<<,/'iII'n 1'°'l,e7'I(I)' ~7C h'}'<;1'\ (l)h':" ~,/J ' '} 'J(I). 7'}t!,n q::"C'} ~,,e7'1?":: 7<; 
nuo:e:uoty rm?"U<;' ,eu'} 'i"lC"i 'Jnc:: ~,V''} ~,L;J7'Ph' ! » (21 7) 

Now I understand that there are things m on ey can not buy. Money 
can not buy love . From the beginning the teacher told m e so. 

Atcnafsegcd starts thinking differently after he become a disciple of Hilina. He 

totally changes in the way Hilina wants him. 

Hilina a ftcr s h e s h a ped Atenafseged in her own way, accepted his marnage 

proposal and tells him 

«h,}"/,'W ~,;r{'l~?" \'bro· 'JU ~,V''} 1'\ ~:rC .'i'.C(W·V·:: 6·/iU'} uom;':" 
:e:?"LVt.\:: » (270) 
You will never loose me . You are mine now. You become matured 

enough to love .You s tarted asking yourself. 

In conclu s ion Hilina is portrayed as a woman who devoted h er self to solve a 

striking problem of a nation. Even if no one be lieves that s he will be successful 

it is seen when this influentia l woman shows her strength through chan ging 

many people around h er. This woman n ever gave up she always h as a reason to 

do some thing and devotes her self to su cceed . She won by overcoming a ll h er 

c ha llenging obstacles. 
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3.4. A Comparative Analysis of the Female Characters in the 

Novels 

The five women ch aracters who are discussed in the prevlOUS subsections of 

the chap ler s h are many characteris tics as they are portrayed by a s ingle m a le 

writer. At th e same time since the women characters are taken from three 

novels publis h ed in three decades they a lso h ave difference which can be taken 

as a progress seeing from feminist perspective. The similarities and difference of 

the characters are presented in the following subsec tions. 

3.4.1. The Women's Capacity of Solving their Problem 

In the stories it is seem when the five women characters faces different 

problem. In the first novel, Gerdosh Tsegereda's problem was a marnage 

problem . Even though Tsegerda was capable to lead her marriage for eight 

years with out a problem by being a submissive wife, but when a problem 

happened in their home she was not capable to solve it. 

I~vcn if Tsegereda does not want to loose her marnage when she heard the 

fabricated story by her friend she left her home. Tesgereda was not portrayed 

lo doubt wh at h er friend Twisit told her even if she knows her very well. She 

was not given the wisdom and patience to find the truth and there by discusses 

thc problem with her hus band. She is pictured as a hot tempered woman . Who 

retreats from h er problem. Weak to solve l1er own m ess . 

It is seen in the novel Ermiyas a male ch a racter savmg Tsegereda from h er 

devastation. He was given all the a bili ty to solve th e problems and take the 

necessary measures. On the contrary Tsegereda is weak wh o was unable to 

solve her problem . 

In the same novel Gerdosh Rosa anoth er fem a le charac ter is presented 

depressed with her unplanned pregnancy. She was rej ected by her X-boy 

friend. She is seen undecided whether to abort or keep the baby .. Then com es 
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Wondafrash the male protagonist to relieve her. With his support she aborted 

the baby. 

Besides even if she knows that wondafrash is man led and his wife with their 

Lwo kids is in problem because of her she was not a ble to look in to her mess 

and solve it. 

Like wise we sce Erimyas helping Rosa to clea r her mess she created m 

Wodafrashe's home. Rosa is pictured not capable of solving her problems . 

If we look at the other character Tiwsit in the novel we observe the same th ing. 

She is portrayed as n ot capable of solving her problem neither conscious of it. 

In the story it is seen when Ermiyas shows to her a ll h er behavioral problems. 

And after that Tiwsit begs her fiance to take her out of the mess she is in. This 

shows her disability of solving her problem by herself. 

Coming to the second novel Yeknat Zar, The protagonist Hiwot is portrayed m 

the sam e way with like previous women characters lacking the capability of 

solving personal problems. Hiwot is seen affected by an abusive husband but 

she is not allowed to challenge him. She seen begging others to help her out. 

Hiwot faces a problem after getting married her husband Semayneh. But it is 

not seen when s h e struggles by herself to solve her problem. She begs her aunt 

. to take her out off her problem. When she knows that h er aunt is not willing to 

do so she started dreaming her x-boy friend, Henok, to break her shackles of 

hcr imprisonment. In stead of challenging and solving her problem Hiwot 

prefers to retreat from it. Finally sh e brought the idea of being a nun retreating 

the world's challenge since she is not capable of solving her problems. 
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In th e third nove , Rekik Asha ra (Abstrac t Print) it is seen wh en !-lilina solves 

her problem by he rself. It was very hard to es ta blis h the firs t m ora l collage for 

th e ordinary women Hi li ila. Bu t this does not a ble to s top Hilina from her goal. 

Hav ing the targe t of using the n a me beau ty qu een Hilina pa r tic ipatt: in the 

na tional beauty contest and for tu n a tely she wins . 

After h avin g th e n ame 'Miss Ethiopia' things were easier fo r Hilina. But there 

wa s a nother problem Hilin a find s n o one includ in g h er uncle Mekbeb who 

supports h er idea of esta blishing a mora l college . But Hili na was able to 

cha llenge a nd convince every body a rou nd her. Wh en ever s h e faces a problem 

Hilina h a s a solution. 

Thu s the wr ite r h as actua lly showed a progress In portraying wom en as 

solu tion m a kers. Even if a ll the wom en cha rac ters in the first two n ovels are 

seen as disabled to solve their problem s th e las t ch a racter in Rekik Ashara 

(Abstract p rint) is portrayed as a perfec t solution m a ker. 

3.4.2. The Women's Attitude towards Marriage 

The first women character Tsegerda is a m a rried wom an who h as two kids . This 

wom a n is portrayed as a wife who believes that m a rr iage for a wom a n is 

everything. When s h e thinks that she can loose her marnage every ching 

becomes da rk. 

l~osa was very much delighted guessing Wondafrash wou ld probably m a rry her. 

The momen t she realizes tha t h e will not do so sh e becomes very sad thinking 

that s he cou ld n ot h a ve a h a ppy life without marriage . 

Unlike the two women Tiws it does not believe tha t m arnage for a woma n is 

essential s ince she can go out with a nyone s h e likes. The writer presents such 

believe of Tiwsi t in a n egative ways. It seems tha t marria ge for Tiws it is 

necessarily only for sexu a l s a tisfaction. 
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I liwoL, in the second novel like Tsegerda and Rosa believes marriage for woman 

is a fundamen tal thing. Besides for Hiwot marriage is a source of wealth. 

Accord ing La Hiwot women have to protect their beauty in order to increase 

Lheir value in the eyes of men. It seems that the writer does not show any 

improvement in portrayal of women in relation to their attitude towards 

marriagc in this novel too. 

Con trary to the perviOus women Hilina in 'Rekik Ashara' is presented as a 

woman who h as some other important d ream which can bring a solution for 

striking problem of a nation rather than marriage. She is portrayed or defined 

in relation to society not in relation to just men. Unlike h er parents Hilina 

believes that women sh ould not relate themselves to marriage only. They 

s hou ld h ave to focus and contribute some for th e betterment of society like men 

do . Hilina can be taken as an example of a character portrayed in a 'positive' 

manne r. Unlike the pervious women characters Hilina is independant. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

CONCLUSION 

In thi s s tudy an attempt has been made to examine the image of women 

charaClcrs in th e selected three n ovels by Sisay Nigusu, is d is tortcd or not 

scci ng them from Feminist c ri tics point of view. The three novels pu blished in 

three decades 1989-2003 reflects both positive and negative image of women 

.From my discussion it can be generalized that the dominant image of women 

in the first lWO novels is negative followed by p ositive image in Rekik Ashara. 

The th rce women in Gerdosh (1 981) a re portrayed as; s ubmissive, trouble 

maker and scductress . Tsegereda Wondafrash e's wife is portrayed as a humble 

and meek wom a n who leads her marriage without obstacle for eight yea rs . This 

woman is called "Saint Tsegereda" becauise of h er humbleness and meekness. 

She is prcsented as an idea l wife because sh e does not challenge or resist her 

husband. But th e ideal woman Tsegereda was not able to challenge her 

marriage problem. Even if she thinks that life for h er is dark with out marriage 

bUl shc was not able to save it using her own wisdom. It is seen when she 

retreats from h er problem till a m ale character saves her marriage from 

distraction. Thus it is possible to say this woman character is portrayed as 

dependent on the men characters. Her happiness is hugely dependent on her 

husband a nd her problem caused by women characters was only solved 

through men characters. 

The othcr woman character Rosa is portrayed as seductress fo llowed by 

cmotiona l lover. This woman is condemned and called 'bitch ' by many 

characters around her for taking Wondafrash from his wife a nd becoming a 

cause for the distrac tion of his fa mily. Besides this woman ch aracter is unable 

lo see the mess caused by h er in Wondafrash's family. It is Erimiyas who 

makes h e r conscious and uncovers her blindness. Finally, it seen when Rosa 
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Lakes the right decision with the help of Erir"iyas. This shows how the woman 

charac ter is portrayed as dependen t and disa bled . 

Tiwsit is portrayed as irresponsible, adulteress, ci c:pendent on men and selfish 

character. In the story it seen when this woman becomes the cause of 

distraction. Tiws it is the cause of the distraction of the ha ppiest marriage of her 

friend. This is because she is a liar and a selfish one who always runs after her 

advantages . Many of the characters given for Tiwsit are related wi th adultery. 

Tiwsit tries to seduce Ermiyas who has no sexual interes t in her. For Tiwsit 

going OUl wi th diffe rent mell is a \i ic lOry . Wh c: never me n as k her for sex she 

fee ls proud of h er self. After a ll h er messes a male charac ter was there to show 

a nd to make her conscious of her bad characters. Finally it is s een when Tiwsit 

begs her fiance to take her out of the darkness she is in. 

I\ll the three women ch aracters in the s tory are presented as dependent and 

unable to solve their problem. It is through me n th at all the three women 

characters get happiness. Again it is through m en the women characters can 

solvc their problcms. As the dialogue of Tsegereda taken for the analysis (29) 

indicates life for woman become dark if their relation with their men is bad and 

if not the reverse is true. 

Coming to the second novel Yekinat Zar Hiwot is portrayed as a woman who 

can not strongly refuses others ideas which denies her freedom. She believes 

that women 's va lue depends on their usefulness or attractiveness to men. 

Because she is portrayed as such Hiwot has no confidence to divorce Semayneh 

s ince being a divorcee devalues her. In the story Hiwot is seen when she 

accepts h er husband in a submissive way. She is portrayed as a woman who 

needs men's protection in order to solve her problems. Hiwot can be taken as a 

s ubmissive wife. Thus it can be said that the writer reflects the stereotypical 

image of woman in his this novel like the previous one. 
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Unlike the two novcls the writer :.hows a dramatically change in his last novel. 

Hilina in lh is novel is portrayed as a sulution maker of her problem and have a 

slrong dream to solve a problem of :--,er nation. Hilina unlike the previous 

women is porlrayed as a woman who does not relate her success and failure 

lVith her relalion to men. Sh e believes a woman s hould have to have a chance 

to select her man. 

In conclusion the image of women characters in the first two novels; Girdosh 

and Yeknat Zar is distorted. The writer gives a stereotypical image for his 

\\'omen c haracle rs ; sub missive, adltliery, bcing a liar, be ing depend ent, being 

an emotional lover and a sex object. Contrary to these negative images of 

1V0man the writer presents a very strong, independent, assertive and solution 

maker woman in his last novel. He s hows a radica l change in his portrayal of 

women characters. 
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