













































































































































































































































































she has been neglected in physical health care provision. Moreover, as
Ferehiwot left without a conductive child friendly environment in her earliest
years of development, she suffered from emotional, social, and interpersonal
relationships problem. These, in turn, assumed to result in poor school
performance and have along lasting on impact on her personality
development. On the other hand, the lack of appropriate affection and care
her father put her at more risk for additional sexual abuse. As a result of
which, it possible to infer that Ferehiwot developed negative emotions and
behaviors such as anger, guilt, mistrust, grief and often depression. As to
the cause of her being maltreated, poor relationship among the family,
having unhappy family, the presence of parental conflict and violence were
presumed to be the majof risk factors.

The major risk factor, in Banchigizie’s case story, was stress of her
caregivers. As shown in presentation, she has been beaten, insulted and
punished by throwing objects at her. This type of physical and psychological
punishment was damaging resulting in low self-esteem, sadness, shame,
depression and humiliation. The psychological violence including
humiliating or degrading treatment and threats are found to hurtful to her.
In addition, the strongest message, usually unintended, that physical
punishment sends to the mind of the child is violence is acceptable behavior
that is all right for the stronger to use force to coerce a weaker one. This
could be assumed to lead to perpetrate a cycle of violence in the family and
in the society.

Zelalem’s arrival to live with his father and stepmother did not welcome by
them. This led him to feelings of being unloved and unwanted.
Consequently, he experienced emotional problems such as anger,
depression, and withdrawal. He also turned his anger in ward. This assumed
to make him feel depressed and withdrawn. This, in turn, assumed to inhibit
the development of social skills needed to form healthy relationships with
peers and adults. Besides, he developed lower self-esteem and he considered

himself unworthy.
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The other participant in the study was Mulugeta. Based on the data
collected, it is logical to hypothesize that he did not perform well in his
school activities. This was because of two reasons:

e In most cases he went to school without having food. This,

therefore, reduced his attention span.

e The other one was that he spent much of his time manual labors.
As a result of the above two reasons, could have tremendous effect on his
self-esteem and school performance. Thus, he presumed to be suffered from
psychological and academic difficulties.
Moreover, he left no time to play with his peers. This, in turn, led him to
impaired socialization. As a result of which, he assumed to develop poor
communication with others. This put him at more risk to develop additional
psychosocial malfunctioning.
Since Ferezer’'s hearing problem was not identified earlier, her chance of
receiving better treatment lost for good. This adversely affects developing
good communication skills; appropriate behaviors, satisfying social
relationships, child parent interaction as well as overall development of him.
In general, Children who are maltreated assumed to experience disrupted
growth and development. Adverse effects have been identified in maltreated
children’s physical, cognitive, emotional, and social development, and these
adverse effects accumulate over time. The impact of maltreatment has. an
adverse short and long term effect on the holistic development of children
with hearing impairment: their psychosocial development impaired greatly.
According to this study, children who are living with stepmothers and non-
biological parents were more likely to experience maltreatment. Moreover,
females found to be more likely to be the perpetrator in neglect, physical
abuse and emotional abuse.
Stress, poor relationship among the family, having unhappy family, parental
conflict and violence were found to be the major risk factors for child
maltreatment.
An attempt also made-to assess the impact of maltreatment on children
development. Therefore, the findings revealed that language enables children

to think, to plan, to understand the world around them, and to be a part of a
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community. Without language, children cannot develop their minds. Thus, it
is very important to develop their language and communication. This, in
turn, enhances their ability to think. Lack of communication affects the
social well being of the individual. Besides, speech and language
development facilitates learning and enhance cognitive ability. On the other
hand, it is believed that communication difficulty interferes in learning.
Those children with HI vx;‘rho have been prevented from interaction from their
surrounding, their cognitive development assumed to lag behind their age
peers. Children who have less exposure to outside world and lack of
experience to ordinary activities, consequently, their language development
was inhibited due to environmental influence to a greater degree than the
impairment itself. Consequently, effective communication results in
enhancing social development. Experigilce and treatment during infancy and
early childhood can result in best effect on children’s overall developmental
potentiality. Hence, it is possible to presume that maltreatment has adverse
effect on psychosocial development of children with HI.

Generally, in this study an attempt has been made to investigate whether
hearing impairment lead to abuse. Therefore, the findings showed that all
the participants of the study were hypothesized to be abused due to their
hearing impairment. Thérefore, it is logical to hypothesize that hearing
impairment leads to abuse.

Finally, a variety of theories and models have been developed to explain the
occurrence of abuse within the families. The most widely adopted
explanatory model in this study is found to be the ecological model. As
applied to child abuse and neglect, the ecological model considers a number
of factors, including the characteristics of the individual and his or her
family, those of the caregiver or perpetrator, the nature of the local

community, and the social, economic and cultural environment.
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5.3 Recommendations

Based on the findings and the conclusions drawn, the following

recommendations are forwarded:

Parents/caregivers should establish sound early quality interaction
with their children so as to promote their children psychosocial
development.

Parents/caregivers were given less attention for peer interaction.
Therefore, it is highly recommended to promote a healthy child-to-
child relationship to avoid developing psychosocial problems.

Sign language training should be given for parents/caregivers if
positive and desirable psychosocial developments are expected from
those children with HI.

Children who were participated in this study did not disclose their
problems to anyone. Therefore, children with HI should be made to
have better knowledge about the types of child maltreatment and
methods for disclosing abuse and neglect. This enables children to
be better prepared to resist abusive individuals or helps them
recognize the importance of telling trusted adults when they are
being abused or have been approached.

Parents/caregivers should be informed to avoid violent norms. This
includes ending neglect, emotional abuse, physical abuse, and
sexual abuse.

Parents/caregivers should be acquainted with the developmental
stages of children. Knowledge on these subject save them from
great deal of worry and frustration.

National and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs),
who are engaged in various activities related to child care and
service should work together make the communities safer places in
which children can grow.

To combat maltreatment that adverse affects on the development of
children with hearing impairment, various governmental and non-

governmental working in childcare should prepare public
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awareness, advocacy and intervention program to break the cycle of
maltreatment.

Further research should be conducted on multiple causes and
consequences of maltreatment on the development of children with

hearing impairment.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX I

Addis Ababa University
School of Graduate Studies
Department of Psychology

Special Needs Education

Interview Guide For Children With Hearing Impairment and their Parents/Caregivers
Background Information
Age Sex Grade
Age of Onset

Types of HI
Causes of HI

Family Background

Size of the family

Education of the family

Occupation of family

Income of the family

Relationship between father and mother
Relationship between each family member

Living Condition
With both mother and father
With mother only
With father only
With siblings
Neglect
e Overall Supervision
e Physical care
- Food/Nutrition
- Clothing & Hygiene
- Housing
e Recreation
e Provisions of health care
e Educational care

Physical Abuse
e Discipline
e Discipline Techniques
e Physical Punishment
e Nature and frequency of Physical Punishment
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Sexual Abuse

Sexual knowledge

Sexual advancement by others
Sexual experience

Sexual Transmitted Disease
Commercial sex worker
Pregnancy

Emotional Abuse

Verbal assault

Close confinement (Tying or binding and other forms)
Parental acceptance

Parental rejection

Accusation and blessing

Effects on Psychosocial Functioning

Self concept

Effects on daily life

Feelings/Attitudes towards family members
Feelings/Attitude towards intimate relationship
Effects on interaction with significant others
Effects on school performance

Effects on communication

Effects on language development

Effects on cognitive development

Effects on motor development

Emotional Adjustment

Coping Strategies

Prepared for the most horrible

Setting various alternatives to deal with the problem
Thoughts that create of better feeling

Accepted it, nothing could be done

Talking to professions/relatives/friends

Making oneself busy to forget the problem

Social withdrawal

Depression

Keeping to oneself

Thinking of suicide
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APPENDIX II

Addis Ababa University
School of Graduate Program
Department of Psychology
Special Needs Education

FGD Guide for Parents/Caregivers
Background Information

Age
Educational Background

Occupation

Income

Marital Status
Number of Children

Parent/Caregivers relationship with child
e Parental supervision of children
e Provision of educational needs, health care, physical care
e Parental punishment
e Parental Discipline technique
e Family sexual relations
o Venereal disease

e Teenage pregnancy
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APPENDIX III
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