


















































































































































































CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

This ch apter m ainly encompasses three sub-sections: summary, conclusions 

a nd recommendation. 

The summary pa rt focu ses m a inly on the brief review of th e entire thesis. 

The next section deals with the conclu sion based on the data collected from 

the participants of the study. And finally, the last section forwa rded some 

recommendations based on the findings. 

5.1 Summary 

This study a imed at exploring maltrea tment on children with hearing 

impairment. Various literatures, research results, and theoretical 

perspectives h ave been gone through to assess the condition of children with 

hearing impairment related to study under investigation. Research questions 

were formulated . Data were collected from five children with hearing 

impairment and two volunteered parents residing in Addis Ababa. In-depth 

interviews were conducted with the respondents or participants using 

interview guide. Then, th e data collected were analyzed u s ing exclusively 

qua litatively method. 

The findings revealed that adverse effect have been identified in maltreated 

children 's physical, cognitive, emotional, social and academic development. 

Moreover , the findings a lso indicated that hearing impairment found to be 

the major cau sative factor for m a ltreatment. 

5.3 Conclusions 
Based on the data collected from the participants of the study and from th e 

a n a lysis and interpretation thereof, the researcher has drawn the following 

conclu sions. Conclusions made based on the research questions under 

investigation. 

Ferehiwot's case study story indicated that h er paren t's negligen ce led her to 

a lasting hearing loss which oth erwise would have been arrested if they took 

h er to the hospital at the right time. Thus, it is logical to hypothesize that 
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she has been n eglected in physical health care provIsIOn. Moreover, as 

Ferehiwot left without a conductive child friendly en vironment in her earliest 

years of development, she suffered from emotional, socia l, and interpersona l 

relationships problem. These, in turn, assumed to result in poor school 

performance and have along lasting on impact on her personality 

development. On the other hand, the lack of appropriate a ffection and care 

h er fa ther put h er at more risk for additiona l sexual a buse . As a result of 

which, it poss ible to infer that Ferehiwot d eveloped negative emotions and 

behaviors such as anger, guilt, mistrust , grief and often depression . As to 

the cause of h er being maltreated, poor relationship among the family, 

having unha ppy family, . the presen ce of parental conflict and violence were 

presumed to be the m ajor risk factor s. 

The major risk factor, in Banchigizie's case story, was stress of her 

caregivers. As shown in presentation, she has been bea ten, insulted and 

punished by throwing objects a t her. This type of physical and psych ological 

punishment was damaging resulting in low self-esteem , sadness, shame, 

depression and humiliation. The psychological violence including 

humiliating or d egrading tr eatment a nd threats a re found to hurtful to her. 

In addition , the strongest message, u sually u nintended , that physical 

punishment sends to the mind of the child is violence is acceptable behavior 

that is all right for the stronger to u se for ce to coerce a weaker one. This 

could be assumed to lead to perpetrate a cycle of violence in the family and 

in the society. 

Zela lem's a rrival to live with his father and stepmother did not welcome by 

them. This led him to feelings of being unloved and unwanted. 

Consequently, h e experienced emotional problems su ch as a nger , 

depression, and withdrawal. He also turned his anger in ward. This assumed 

to make him feel depressed and withdrawn. This, in turn, assumed to inhibit 

the development of socia l skills n eeded to form h ealthy relationships with 

peers and adults. Besides, he developed lower self-esteem a nd he considered 

himself unworthy. 
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The other participant III the study was Mulugeta. Based on the data 

collected, it is logical to hypothesize that he did not perform well in his 

school activities. This was because of two reasons: 

• In most cases h e went to school without having food. This, 

therefore, reduced his attention span . 

• The other one was that he spent much of his time manual labors. 

As a result of the above two reasons, could have tremendous effect on his 

self-esteem and school performance. Thus, he presumed to be suffered from 

psychological and academic difficulties. 

Moreover, he left no time to play with his peers . This, in turn, led him to 

impaired socialization. As a result of which, he assumed to develop poor 

communication with others. This put him at more risk to develop additional 

psychosocial malfunctioning. 

Since Ferezer's hearing problem was not identified earlier , her chance of 

receiving better treatment lost for good. This adversely affects developing 

good communication skills; appropriate behaviors, satisfying social 

relationships, child parent interaction as well as overall development of him. 

In general, Children who are maltreated assumed to experience disrupted 

growth and development. Adverse effects have been identified in maltreated 

children's physical, cognitive, emotional, and social development, an..£! these 

adverse effects accumulate over time. The impact of maltreatment has. an 

adverse short and long term effect on the holistic development of children 

with hearing impairment: their psychosocial development impaired greatly. 

According to this study, children who are living with stepmothers and non­

biological parents were more likely to experience maltreatment. Moreover, 

females found to be more likely to be the perpetrator in neglect, physical 

abuse and emotional abuse . 

Stress, poor relationship among the family, having unhappy family, parental 

conflict and violence were found to be the major risk factors for child 

maltreatment. 

An attempt also made ' to assess the impact of maltreatment on children 

development. Therefore, the findings revealed that language enables children 

to think, to plan, to understand the world around them, and to be a part of a 
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community. Without language, children cannot develop their minds. Thu s, it 

is very important to develop their language and communication. This, in 

turn, enhances their ability to think. Lack of communication affects the 

social well being of the individual. Besides, speech and la nguage 

development facilitates learning and enhance cognitive ability. On the other 

h and, it is believed that communication difficulty interferes in learning. 

Those children with HI who have been prevented from interaction from their 

surrounding, their cognitive development assumed to lag behind their age 

peers. Children who have less exposure to outside world and lack of 

experience to ordinary activities, consequently, their language development 

was inhibited due to environmental influence to a greater degree than the 

impairment itself. Consequently, effective communication results m 

enhancin g social development. Experience and treatment during infancy and -
early childhood can result in best effect on children's overall developmental 

potentiality. Hence, it is possible to presume that maltreatment has adverse 

effect on psychosocial development of children with HI. 

Generally, in this study an attempt has been made to investigate whether 

h earing impairment lead to abuse. Therefore, the findings showed that all 

the participants of the study were hypothesized to be abu sed due to their 

h earing impairment. Therefore, it is logical to hypothesize that hearing 

impairment leads to abuse . 

Finally, a variety of theories and models have been developed to expla in the 

occurrence of abuse within the families. The most widely adopted 

explanatory model in this study is found to be the ecological model. As 

applied to child abu se and neglect, the ecological model considers a number 

of factors, including the characteristics of the individual and his or her 

family, those of the caregiver or perpetrator, the nature of the local 

community, and the social, economic and cultural en vironment. 
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5 .3 Recommendations 

Ba sed on the findings and the conclus ions dra wn, the following 

recommenda tions are forwarded: 

• Parents/ caregivers sh ould e sta blish sound early qua li ty interaction 

with their children so as to prom ote th eir children psychosocia l 

d evelopmen t. 

• Parents/caregivers were gIven less a ttention for peer interac tion . 

Therefore, it is high ly recommended to prom ote a h ealthy child -to ­

child rela t ion ship to avoid developing p sych osocial p roblem s . 

• Sign la n guage tra ining should be given for parents/ caregiver s if 

positive and des irable psychosocial developments a re expected from 

those children with HI. 

• Children who were participa ted in this s tudy did not disclose their 

p roblems to an yone . Therefore, children with HI s h ou ld be made to 

h ave better knowledge a bout the types of child m a ltreatment and 

m ethods for disclosing abuse and neglect . This enables children to 

be better prepared to resist a busive individu als or h elps th em 

recogn ize th e importance of telling trusted adu lts wh en they a re 

being a bused or h ave been a pproached . 

• Parents / caregivers shou ld be inform ed to avoid violent n orms. This 

includes ending neglect, emotional abuse, physical abu se, and 

sexual a buse. 

• Parents/caregiver s should be acquainted with th e developmenta l 

s ta ges of children. Knowledge on these su bject save them from 

great deal of worry and frustra tion. 

• Na tiona l and interna tional n on-governmental organizations (NGOs), 

who are en gaged in various activities rela ted to child care a nd 

service s hould work together m a ke the communities safer places in 

which children can grow. 

• To comba t maltreatmen t tha t adver se affects on the development of 

children with hearing impairment , various governmental a nd non ­

governmental working m childcare s hould p repare pu blic 
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awareness, advocacy and intervention program to break the cycle of 

maltreatment. 

• Further research should be conducted on multiple causes and 

consequences of maltreatment on the development of children with 

hearing impairment. 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX I 

Addis Ababa University 
School of Graduate Studies 
Department of Psychology 
Special Needs Education 

Interview Guide For Children With Hearing Impairment and their Parents/Caregivers 

Backgronnd Information 

Age ___ _ Sex ___ _ Grade _____ _ 

Age of Onset _____ _ 
Types of HI _____ _ 
Causes ofH I _____ _ 

Family Backgronnd 
• Size of the family 
• Education of the family 
• Occupation offamily 
• Income of the family 
• Relationship between father and mother 
• Relationship between each family member 

Living Condition 
With both mother and father 
With mother only 
With father only 
With s iblings 

Neglect 
• Overall Supervis ion 

• Phys ical care 
FoodlNutrition 
C lothi ng & Hygiene 
Housing 

• Recreation 
• Provisions of health care 
• Educational care 

Physical Abuse 

• Disc ipline 
• Discipline Techniques 
• Phys ical Punishment 
• Nature and frequency of Physical Punishment 
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Sexual Abuse 

• Sexual knowledge 
• Sexual advancement by others 
• Sexual experience 
• Sexual Transmitted Disease 
• Commercial sex worker 
• Pregnancy 

Emotional Abuse 
• Verbal assault 
• Close confinement (Tying or binding and other form s) 
• Parental acceptance 
• Parental rejection 
• Accusation and blessing 

Effects on Psychosocial Functioning 
• Self concept 
• Effects on daily life 
• Feelings/Attitudes towards family members 
• Feelings/Attitude towards intimate relationship 
• Effects on interaction with significant others 
• Effects on school performance 
• Effects on communication 
• Effects on language development 
• Effects on cognitive development 
• Effects on motor development 
• Emotional Adjustment 

Coping Strategies 

• Prepared for the most horrible 
• Setting various alternatives to deal with the problem 
• Thoughts that create of better feeling 
• Accepted it, nothing could be done 
• Talking to professions/relatives/friends 
• Making oneself busy to forget the problem 
• Social withdrawal 
• Depression 
• Keeping to oneself 
• Thinking of suicide 
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APPENDIX II 

Addis Ababa University 
School of Graduate Program 
Department of Psychology 
Special Needs Education 

FGD Guide for Parents/Caregivers 

Background Information 

Age __ _ 

Educational Background ___ _ 

Occupation ________ _ 

Income, __________ _ 

Marital Status _______ _ 

Number ofChildren, _____ _ 

Parent/Caregivers relationship with child 

• Parental supervision of children 

• Provision of educational needs, health care, physical care 

• Parental punishment 

• Parental Discipline technique 

• Family sexual relations 

• Venereal di sease 

• Teenage pregnancy 
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