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Is the Philosophy defined the way it ought to be?

Even if the program is playing good role in building entrepreneurial tendencies, 25% of the
respondents from medical faculty,60% of the respondents from Business and Economics faculty,
and 55% of the respondents from Technology faculty replied that the philosophy is not defined

the way it provide an optimum base in promoting entrepreneurial skills and abilities.

Respondents from medical faculty responded that community definition for CBTP is weak in that
it does not encourage students to practice and use their skills to carry out entrepreneurial process.
Even if the enrolling parties can identify the problems, absence of infrastructures for analysis,
soiution proposal and implementation of the result pose great obstacle to the students not to get
the optimum return from the program. Besides, the respondents pointed out the need to reframe
the timing as to when students are to be assigned to learn the different phases of the program:
problem identification phase, Analysis and prioritizing phase, project proposal development and
intervention phase. The respondents agreed that CBE programs should be run with in the final
year of students’ stay in the university because they can acquire the necessary knowledge and
skills to effectively benefit from the program. The present way of running the program'hinders
obtaining the maximum possible benefit expected from it and hence does not provide optimal

role in building entrepreneurial tendencies.

As mentioned by the graduates from technology faculty, community definition for CBTP is poor
in that the enrolling students get rare chance of applying their skills attained on theoretical
classroom discussions in to practice. Nevertheless, with regard to PP, the community is defined

in a nice manner that involved students can benefit the maximum they expect from the program.
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Community is still not correctly defined for FBE graduates for CBTP in that they apply little
knowledge attained in classrooms in the field practices. More over, the timing for the different
phases is still a common problem for students in FBE and Technology faculties. Because some of
the phases demanding application of knowledge and skills attained from class room discussions
are forced to be accomplished prematurely which in turn affect the level of confidence students
have in converting opportunities identified in to successful ventures and controlling threats
pressing the life of the community. Hence, such weaker plan regarding the timing as to when

each phase are to be accomplished affects the level contribution CBE has in promoting

entrepreneurial qualities.

The third common problem with the program as mentioned by the data sources is the nature of
the participants in the program-the students- who are like a flowing river where one can not keep
them the real realization of the proposed ventures at the final phase of the program. Implementing
a given project takes at least some two year for follow up and amendment but students who
identified the opportunities, develop implementation plan and struggled for the implementation
graduates before converting the plan in to real venture. This may result in eroding confidence of
converting opportunities in to successful business, and hence affects the role of CBE in

promoting entrepreneurial practices.

Of the total respondents, 72% responded that the major problem that hinder CBE from
contributing to entrepreneurial development to be the timing of the phases of the program 43%
responded the major problem to be nature of the participants and 37% of the reopened the major

problem with the program to be weaker definition of the community. The agreeable point is that
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the presence of some problems that affect the optimal role of CBE in promoting entrepreneurial

development.
The above all explanations indicate the need for further consideration on the definitions given to
the community, the timing as to when students are to be assigned to identify, analyze and

prioritize the problem in the community, design proposals as to how the problem can be solved

and carrying out the implementation program.

Summary

Community Based Education is found to be meritorious program in that it plays significant role

in enbancing entrepreneurial qualities. However, this contribution is not optimum as the enrolled

students expect.

The program has strong role in strengthening one’s ability to:

¢ Scan the environment to identify opportunities, threats, strengths and weaknesses.

¢ Raise resources (both financial and non-financial) to convert the opportunities identified
into new, value adding ventures.

o Take risk- CBE helps individuals to define risk as one of the possible phenomena in life.
Besides, it enabled the participants to define risk as a learnig forum rather than sign of
failure.

L3

Create new venture- as the ability to identify opportunities is appreciated the skill to
create new venture does too. But there was no significant picture observed in this research

with regard to creation of new venture.




Amare Adugna MBA research project 19-Jul-06

¢ Build tea spirit and value others® idea-CBE promotes team work where by the idea of

members of the team and externals are taken in to account to ensure future successes.

However, the program is not providing the optimal contribution in strengthening entrepreneurial
qualities because of weaker definition of the community for some programs in CBE, poor timing
as to when the different phases of the programs should run and lack of positive attitude in the

minds of the enrolling students especially on early days of their involvement.
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Chapter IV

Conclusions and Recommendations

Conclusions

Jimma University is the only University in the country in running community based education
programs aiming at understanding the community-the future home of the enrolling students,

Identifying and analyzing community problems, prioritizing them, developing proposals on how

the already identified problems can be solved, sourcing fore resources, and solving the problems

in question.

The result of this study revealed that Community Based Education has a significant role in
promoting entreprencurial qualities. The respondents stated that CBE has significant role in
strengthening team spirit, ability to scan the environment, risk-taking ability, valuing the idea of
others and creative thinking. However, the program demands some adjustment if it is to provide

optimum contribution in developing entrepreneurial qualities.

The definitions given to ‘Community’ in CBE is not in the way that can help students gain a lot
from the curriculum. The community the technology faculty demand refers to technological
community where students can practice the theoretical knowledge they gain in classrooms.
Similarly, the community defined for the medicine and business and Economics faculties still
pointed to have further revision to help the program play better role than ever with regard to

promoting entrepreneurial qualities.
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Community Based Education through its major philosophies, the Community Based Training
Program and Team Training/Professional Practice, contribute to the development of
entrepreneurial tendencies. Team spirit, environmental scanning, risking taking ability, resource

raising ability, innovativeness, valuing others idea are some of the points the program is

strengthening in the students mind.

However, as to the definition of the community for the different faculties, the timing as to when
students should be assigned to meet the objectives of the program, the level of supervision and
assistant from instructors lacks maturity and demands further considerations for it impaired the

possible contributions of the program to the development of entrepreneurial skills and abilities.

Hence, it is concluded that Community Based Education has strong role in promoting
entrepreneurial qualities. As obtained from the respondents the program has 87.6 % contribution

to the development of entrepreneurial qualities than expected.
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Recommendations

As citizens living in developing nation, we all need to encourage all possibilities that can promote
entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial practices that can create wealth to the larger public. In the
absence of introducing new venture and creative products, bringing economic development will
become a simple unrealizable dream. Hence, encouraging entrepreneurial practices is one of the
mechanisms leading to economic growth. Entrepreneurial qualities can be developed through
one’s interaction with its environment including the family, assisting own self educationally, and

encouraging trials and errors that can potentially end with fruitful result.

Based on the finding obtained in this research the researcher recommends the following:

» Community for the program should be redefined in the way that fit the requirements
of the different faculties rather than using a single community as a laboratory for all
faculties. Community definitions should be made in participatory way where input
from the students side is given due attention.

¥ Timing as to when the program should start has to consider the acquiring of the
relevant knowledge and skills that can possibly help the learner apply what s/he has
already learned. When students with sufficient know ledges and skills are brought
together, they can have a well developed confidence with regard to starting new
venture, minimization of errors...... Hence, the researcher recommends that running
the programs in the late days of the students’ stay in the University can increase its
possible contribution to the development of entreprencurial skills and abilities.

N Students need to equip them selves with theoretical knowledge from

classroom discussions and readings before joining the program to apply

40




Amare Adugna MBA research project 19-Jul-06

these knowledge and skills in identifying, analyzing and solving the

problems of the community.

» Building positive attitude in the minds of students about the program before they involve
in, so that they can have self-initiative to learn a lot from the system. As the students
believed that the community is poorly defined for the different faculties, their trust on the
program as contributor to the development of entrepreneurial feeling is weak. Therefore,
creating positive attitude in the minds of the students should be taken as a primary key in

increasing the role of community based education in promoting entrepreneurial qualities.

¥ Better supervision from instructors’ side should be improved so that team spirit among
the participating students can be achieved. Because, in the absence of close supervision
some of the enrolled students may not:
» develop team spirit,
> Scan the environment,
» Develop positive attitude towards risk-taking,
i » Understanding the value of others idea, and
» Learn and develop other entrepreneurial qualities.
b Scholars and rescarchers have to work hard in finding curriculums that can play

significant role in promoting entreprencurial practices. Doing so can increase number of
new venture creations ,innovations and opportunity utilization which in turn can play role
in economic progress to nations like Ethiopia. They all should work hard as to how the
program can be made positive contributor to the development of entrepreneurial practices
whereby creativity, innovations and smart utilization of opportunities hosting in the

environment to bring economic development in the nation. All citizens and collaborating
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parties should believe in that entrepreneurship is the key to bring economic development

of nations. Moreover, to bring such belief the role of researchers is very significant.

Finally, the researcher recommends the involvement of other researchers in measuring the

level of contribution of the program to the development of entrepreneurial qualities and

entrepreneurs before implementing the philosophy in other higher institutions on the

nation. Currently, MOE develops positive attitude towards the program and initiating the
acceptance of the program by other higher institutions of the country. But, the researcher
recommends the further detailed researches to design how to impl

ement it so as to get the

best return with regard to promoting entrepreneurial qualities.

222
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Appendix :

Questionnaires to Graduates from Jimma University
Questionnaire’s Code:

Dear respondent,

This questionnaire is designed for educational purpose (identifying the contribution of
community based education to the development of entrepreneurial abilities & skills to those
mvolved in the program and has no other implications. The success of the study is highly
dependent on your cooperation in responding to the list of questions below. Hence, the researcher

respectfully requests you to answer every question.
| thank you in advance for all your cooperation in this regard.
Amare A.

1. Personal Details:

8 Sex: Male . Female

3 Age in years

[Below 25

| | ‘| | | I E ‘

2. When did you graduate (in EC) from Jiinma University?

5130 ]3035 |

46 to SO [ 5110 SS

I e

36 10 45 Above 55 ’
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s

From which faculty you graduate? (Tick under your area of study in the university)

Medicine Business& economics Technology | Others(specify) |

4. Did you involve communit based education program? Yes No
y g P

S. If yes how?

“ Asastdent * Asan instruc:or

* Both as a student & instructor

6.

Respond to the following questions based on the following rating scale.( Tick to the

rate you are assigning to each of the statement given.)

X/

1=I strongly disagree

| BN BN BN BN BN O BN SN O BN |

» 2=] disagree

————r
———u
\d

3=1 am indifferent

» 4=l agree

v

5=l suengly agree

B
wh

3 8 8 8 8 s s
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Factors Rating scales

Com.munit;T)';i-s"_cd education: 112131415

a | Increased my ability to identify opportunities from the environment

b | Increased my ability to identify threats from the environment

¢ | Helped me in improving team spirit

d | Created confidence in me to plan for independent businesses

e | Helped me to understand the problems of the community

f | Helped to see how problems can be solved

g | Played good role in increasing my interpersonal relations

h | Helped me to have positive attitude to risk taking

1 | Helped to make more decisions independently

e X 55

j | Helped me to value and consider others idea

Kk —lqapﬂ)gdmgc know what I have to do after cmﬁplction of my study

| | Helped me understand the community in a better way

m | Increased my Communication skills and the ability to sell ideas and

persuade others

‘0 | The ability to work both as part of a team and independently

0 | Increased my Innovative thinking and creative skills

])

ofessional Practice/ (Team Training Program :

a | Increased my ability to identify opportunities from the environment

i b | Increased my ability to identify threats from the environment

"o Helpe

d me in improving team spirit

{d Created confidence in me to plan for independent businesses
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e | Helped me to understand the problems of the community

f | Helped to see how problems can be solved

g | Played good role in increasing my interpersonal relations

h | Helped me to have positive attitude to risk taking

1 | Helped to make more decisions independently

j | Helped me to value and consider others idea

k | Helped me know what I have to do after completion of my study

I | Helped me understand the community in a better way

m | Increased my Communication skills and the ability to sell ideas and

persuade others

n | The ability to work both as part of a team and independently

o | Increased my Innovative thinking and creative skills

7. Have you identified business opportunities ever before? Yes: No:

8. If yes, how many opportunities? -

9. Do you have your own business? Yes: No:

10. Do you think community based education has a positive role in promoting

entrepreneurial abilities? Yes: No:

» Il yes, how? B o el J
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