















































Identity achievement 4§

involvement that is observable in our context should be given important

attention in order to develop adolescents’ identity achievement.

Another finding of the current research is that adolescents who are
characterizing their parents mode of interaction as low parental
involvement, i.e. an interaction specifically emphasizing on individuality by
excluding the ideas of connectedness, is significantly related with an
immature identity status ( identity diffusion). Adolescents who are left too
much to their own devices in finding their way in the world lack the secure
base of operations that family attachment can provide. Similarly, fearful and
uneasy about exploring uncharted territory without an adequate fallback
position, they may choose not to do so at all and thereby remain mired in

identity diffusion (Weiner, 1995).

Whereas, adolescents who are encouraged to adapt their parents’
ideologies as their own and to follow a life path that their parents have set
out for them, are more likely to be foreclosure in their identity and to have
difficulty maturing beyond foreclosure in their identity formation than their

peers.

The relationship between father's educational level and identity
status were found to be significant. Which means, father’'s educational level
and identity achievement is related, while mothers educational level shows

no significant correlation with the adolescent's identity status.
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4.2 Change and Degree of Identity Status of Adolescents

In order to describe identity status of adolescents, frequency and
percentage of the participants are considered. In general, among the four
levels of identity status the majority (44.40%) falls in the identity
achievement category, followed by identity diffusion (32.40%), identity

moratorium (14.80%), and identity foreclosure (8.30%).

This implies that, most adolescents are in the identity achievement
status that is considered as one of the matured and important identity
status. Among immature identity status, the largest share falls in the
identity diffusion category. This indicates that those adolescents who are in
the diffusion status are considered as the least developmentally advanced
(Weiner, 1995). That means, those adolescent have not yet made any firm
commitments to ideological, occupational and interpersonal domains: not
currently considering any such commitments, and have no real concern

and they are uninterested about their occupation.

In addition, adolescent’s who belong to this status shows less self-
esteem, less self-directedness, and less self-control than those in the
achievement or moratorium status. They also tend to be shallow and self-
focused individuals who are easily influenced by peer pressure and

generally avoid information of any kind (Berzonsky, 1992).



Identity achievement 5()

However, when we see in general, more than fifty percent (50%) of
adolescents are in the matured identity status (i.e. identity moratorium and
identity achievement). Those adolescents who are in identity moratorium
are exploring actively on occupational, ideological, interpersonal etc
domains. This status is characterized by the presence of genuine search
for alternatives and temporal avoidance of commitments because of

legitimate reasons (Marcia, 1993b).

Adolescents who achieved their Identity are more mature in virtually
every facet of their personality development than those in other statuses
are. They are likely to be self-directed and self-confident people who are
fairly free from anxiety, view themselves in positive terms, and feel good
about what they can and will do with their lives. Moreover, they tend to be
the kind of people who, although sure of themselves and their roles, remain
open to new ideas. They confront problems directly but make decisions
only after searching out carefully the consequences of their decision

(Marcia, 1993c).

The last identity status in this research finding is identity foreclosure.
Adolescents are least to characterize themselves as foreclosed.
Foreclosure identity represents a high level of commitment with no
exploration. The adolescent in this status are other directed rather than
inner-directed. The adolescent largely accepts whatever parents or other

influential persons prescribe, so he or she becomes what others have
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influenced him or intended him to become since childhood (Sprinthal,

1994).

4.3 Sex Difference in Identity Achievement During

Adolescence

In order to show the relationship that exists between sex and identity
achievement during adolescence, Chi-square test of difference was

calculated. As a result, the present research finding shows that there is a
statistically significant difference (xz = 8.068, p<.05) in identity achievement

as a function of sex difference. That means maleness or femaleness
matters toward the development of identity achievement. Moreover, it
indicates that males and females differ in their process of identity
development. This difference may be attributed to different factors like

biological difference which has its own impact on sex difference. In
addition, there is also a statistically significant difference (x2= 5.076, p<.05) iN

the family approach towards male and female adolescents in our culture in
general. These could explain why there exists sex difference in identity
achievement. With regard to this, the relationship between parental
involvement and adolescents sex indicates that, large proportion of females
have moderate involvement with their parents than male adolescents are.
This implies, moderately involved females with their parents contribute
towards the development of identity achievement. To the contrary, low
parental involvement with male adolescents leads to identity diffusion (no

commitment, no crisis in their occupation, career, etc.).
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This result is inconsistent with some research findings. For example,
Yekoyualem (2005) indicated that, the analysis of means and standard
deviation on measure of identity status indicate the highest mean score of
males on measures of achievement status than their counter part female

adolescents.

One of the reasons for the sex difference could be, traced back to
the cultural difference in parental mode of interaction among urban and

rural parts of the country, socio economic status and etc.

But, this finding rejects the hypothesis that no sex difference exists
in identity achievement. The current research finding is also consistent with
some researchers as Patterson (1992) indicated that commitments to
ideology and vocation are more central to the identity concerns of boys
than of girls. Friendship, dating, sex roles and marriage are more central to
the identity concerns of girls than boys, which indicate a clear sex
difference in identity achievement. Nevertheless, the current research
result is inconsistent with other research finding that indicates the absence
of sex difference in identity formation. In addition, Hopkins for example,
found out that the interpersonal issues in his interview had no predictive
advantage over the intrapersonal issues (as cited in Marcia, 1993).
Similarly, Bilsker, Shielde and Marcia (1988) reported that interpersonal

area was important for both women and men participants (Marcia, 1993).
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To conclude, the current research finding shows the difference. This
could be because of different factors like cultural difference, socioeconomic
status and etc. In general, the inconsistencies observed in this finding show

that, the area needs further investigation.
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CHAPTER FIVE

5. SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1. Summary

The main purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship
between parental involvement and adolescent’s identity achievement. In
addition, the study is aimed at finding sex difference in identity
development, exploring change and degree of identity status, and to
investigate the relationship between parental educational level and identity

achievement.

To conduct the research, data were collected about adolescent’s
perception of their parent’s attitude and behavior, in handling and treating
them, and about their identity achievement. To this end, a self report
questionnaire was administered, for the purposely selected 120 Medical
College students’. Finally, the obtained data was analyzed by using
descriptive statistics, ANOVA, Chi-Square test Pearson product moment
correlation coefficient and Post-hoc multiple comparisons. And the results

are summarized as follows.

¢ The findings of this study indicate that parental involvement was
significantly correlated to adolescent’s identity achievement. Adolescents
who perceive their parents differently revealed different identity status (i.e.

adolescents who describe their parents as moderate in their involvement are
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related with identity achievement). Whereas, those adolescents who
characterize their parents as low in their involvement are related to identity
diffusion and those with high involvement with their parents reveal

foreclosed in their identity.

¢ The relation between sex of adolescents and identity achievement
was also found to be significant. The results of the study indicated that a
significant difference was observed between male and female adolescents.
That means, female adolescents scored highest on identity achievement
measures than males, but male adolescents scored highest on diffusion

and identity achievement status.

¢ The relationship between father's educational level and identity
status were found to be significant (r= .741). Which means, father’s
educational level and identity achievement is related, while mothers
educational level shows no significant correlation with the adolescent’s

identity status.

5.2. Conclusion

As it was mentioned earlier, the major concern of this study was to
find out the relationship between parental mode of interaction and
adolescents identity achievement. For this purpose, therefore, parental
involvement was considered as an independent variable to see how much
parents individuated from and connected to, their adolescents

simultaneously fosters identity achievement. With this aim, parental
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involvement was divided into three categories namely, low, moderate and

high parental involvement.

The finding of the present study indicates that parental involvement
(low, moderate and, high) has a relationship with adolescent’s identity
achievement. Specifically , the result indicates that family relationship that
are both individuated (encouraging adolescence to develop their own
points of view ) and connected (providing a secure base from which to
explore the widening social worlds of adolescence ) i.e. moderate parental
involvement , have a relationship with adolescent’s identity achievement .
In other words, encouraging adolescents to have a relationship which is
both connected to and separated from the parents will have a great
contribution towards the development of ones identity. Or motivating
parents to involve moderately while raring their children has great merit for

the healthy identity achievement of adolescents.

On the other hand, the parental mode of interaction which
emphasizes connectedness by ignoring or giving little attention for the
aspect of individuality (i.e. high parental involvement) fosters identity
foreclosure which is an immature identity status. Moreover, if parents’ are
emphasizing on individuality by neglecting cc;nnectedness to their

adolescents (i.e. low parental involvement) resulted in identity diffusion.

In general, one can conclude from the result of the study is that the

way parents interact and treat their adolescent children greatly facilitates or
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hinders adolescents identity achievement. In addition, the present study

clearly shows the difference that exists in identity achievement because of
sex difference and father's educational level. Finally, the present research
also shows that parents mode of interaction are related to their adolescent

children’'s sex.

5.3. Recommendation

Based on the findings of the study the following recommendations
are made.

a) Professionals and especially developmental psychologists need to
focus on the family. Because, family is the most important and the
fundamental institution towards every dimension of human
development in general and identity achievement in particular.

b) Parents need to promote a moderate level of involvement with their
adolescents in order to foster identity achievement. This can be
achieved through :

¢ educating the large community, particularly parents on the issue
of parenting skills, with special emphasis on parental
involvement in dealing with their adolescent.

¢ using Media, publications and awareness raising activities to
address the issue of developmental tasks in general and
identity achievement in particular.

¢ create access on issues of gender awareness for parents and

adolescents so as to minimize discriminations that may
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appear on parental involvement on account of sex
differences.
c) Itis commendable to foster family counseling services in order to
promote smooth and appropriate parent-child relationship in the

family.
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Self-Report Questionnaire

Dear Students:

The purpose of this questionnaire is to get some information about your
perception with regard to some aspects of life . The study can be successfully
accomplished only when you respond to all the items very honestly and frankly.
Please feel free and be genuine. Your response will be kept confidential .Do not write

your name at any place in the questionnaire to maintain the secrecy of your identity.

Thank you in advance for your kind cooperation.

Zemzem Jemal



Part One

Background Information

You are requested to finish the following information.

1. Sex A/ Male B/ Female

2. Age

3. Grade level

4. With whom are you living now?

A/ with both father and mother F/ with other relatives
B/ with father only (grand parents, aunts, uncle etc)
C/ with mother only G/ with foster parents who are not relatives

D/with father and step mother

E/with mother and step father H/ others specify

5. What is the highest level of education completed by your parents?

A/ Father's highest educational level

B/ Mother’s highest educational level

6. What is the profession of your parents?

A/ Father's

B/ Mother’s




Part Two

Instruction: - Below are given some items. You are requested to go through each of

the following items carefully and put a tick /v"/mark on the box that you

think well describes your parent(s) involvement in their relationship with

you.

NO Question Disagree-

1. | My parent gets angry when they feel that my opinion differs
from them.

2 | My parent definitely interferes in deciding what kind of person
1 will be.

3. | My parents encourage me to adopt and follow their life paths,
whatever theirs will be.

4. | My parent leaves every choice /everything concerning my
life up to me

5 Usually tells me about what to think.

6 Usually my parent tells me about what to do.

7 | My parent definitely interferes in deciding what kind of person
[ am.

8 | My parents want me to follow their decision even if | disagree
with their reason.

9 My parents get upset if | disagree with them.

10 | My parents give me an opportunity to give my ideas and
opinions even if we might disagree

11 | My parents want me to accept their opinions without
questioning.

12 | My parents realize that | may have different views from them
concerning
important life choices.

13 | My parents are supportive whenever | need their help.

14 | My parent appreciates my choice concerning my destiny and

my future.




there’s never really been any question since my
parents said what they wanted.

15 | My parents made me free in considering alternative
commitments and beliefs.
16 | My parent encourages me in questioning the way things are
17 | My parent encourages me in taking independent action
18 | Most of the time, my parents tend to respect my ideas
whatever it is.
19 | Our family members are supportive of each other during
difficult times.
20 | Our family members know each others close friends.
21 | In our family, every one shares responsibilities.
22 | It is easier to discuss problems with people outside the family
than with my family members.
23 | In our family everyone goes his/her own way.
24 | My parents care about me.
| 25 | My parents are warm and loving towards me.
26 | | am happy with my relationship with my parents.
27 | My parents and | are close to each other.
28 | | feel close to my parents.
Part Three
Direction |. please read each of the following statement carefully and put
a tick (v') mark on the level that best describes your
agreement.
NO Questions Strongly | Agree | undecided | Disagree | Strongly
Agree Disagree
1 | haven't chosen the occupation | really want to get into,
& | am just working at what is available until something
better comes along.
2 | am still trying to decide how capable | am as a person
and what work will be right for me.
3 I might have thought about a ot of different jobs, but




4 I am not really interested in finding the right job, any job
will do. | just seem to follow with what is available.
5 It took me a-while to figure it out, but now | really know

what | want for a career.

~6 My parents decided a long time ago what | should go
into for employment & I'm following through their plans.

7 It took me along time to decide but now | know for sure
what direction to move in for a career.

8 | just can’t decide what to do for an occupation. There
are so many possibilities. '

9 There is no single “life style which appeals to me more
than another

10 | After considerable thought | have developed my own
individual view point of what is for me an ideal “life
style” & don’t believe anyone will be likely to change my
perspective.

11 My own views on a desirable life style were thought to
me by my parents & | don’t see any need to question
what they thought me.

12 In finding an acceptable view point to life itself, | find
myself engaging in a lot of discussions with others &
some self exploration. .

13 My parent's views on life are good enough for me, |
don't need anything else.

14 | After a lot of self examination | have established a very
definite view on what my own life style will be.

15 | | guess | just kind of enjoy life in general, & | don’t see

myself living by any particular viewpoint to life.
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Direction li: - Please read each of the following items carefully and fill in
the blank next to each item by choosing a number from

the scale below.

—

.= Not important to my sense of who | am

2. = Slightly important to my sense of who | am

3. = Somewhat important to my sense of who | am
4. = Very important to my sense of who | am
9

. = Extremely important to my sense of who | am

1. Being a part of the many generations of my family.
2. My race or ethnic background.
3 .my religion

4. Places where | live or where | was raised.

5. My language, such as my regional accent or dialect or a
second language that | know.

6. My personal values and moral standards.

7. My dreams and imaginations.

8. My Personal goals and hopes for the future.

9. My thoughts and ideas.
10. My feeling of being a unique person: being distinct form

others.

11. Knowing that | continue to be essentially the same inside
even though life involves many external changes

12. My self-knowledge, my ideas about what kind of person |
really am.
13. My personal self- evaluation, the private opinion | have of

my self.
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