












































































































































involvement without working properly. This is because of lack of follow up and well 

planned activity from teachers' side. 

In . general, the study indicated that lack of instructional materials for teachers and 

students, lack of commitment, teachers' inadequate knowledge of the way and techniques 

of continuous assessment practice, lack of interest on teachers and students concerning 

continuous assessment, poor administrative support, time constraints, large class size, 

absence of continuous assessment guide line were the major factors that hindered the 

proper practice of continuous assessment in high schools. 

5.1.2 Major Problems identified 
In the research process there are different problems which were identified in the practice 

of continuous assessment. The problems are related with teachers, students, school 

administrations and other stakeholders. The major problems identified are: 

I. Lack of awareness and readiness to implement continuous assessment: as mentioned 

earlier, teachers wrongly conceptualize continuous assessment equating it with 

continuous testing and this in tum have an impact on the practice. Here respondents 

attributed their misconception of continuous assessment to lack of sufficient 

knowledge in the area. On the basis of most teachers ' view, it can be noted that 

teachers should be equipped with basic skills and knowledge pertaining to continuous 

assessment implementation. 

2. Insufficient text book and references, lack of supervision etc hinder continuous 

assessment implementation: The result from the interview revealed, the lack of 

adequate instructional materials is a challenge for teachers to implement continuous 

assessment in schools. To integrate instructional materials are indispensible, but 

scarcity affects the practice of continuous assessment. In relation to this, (Mkhonta, 

2003 cited in Teshome, 2003), mentioned lack of adequate materials in schools as 

encountered difficulty in implementing continuous assessment. It is evident from the 

above idea that instructional materials are important aspects for continuous 

assessment practice as a component of instruction to be handled effectively. 
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3. Large class size is another factor that hinders the practice of continuous assessment. 

In schools where this research conducted there were about 70-75 students in one class 

averagely. In such a case it is difficult for teacher to realize continuous assessment 

practically. Had there been less number of students, it would have been manageable 

for continuous assessment to be practiced, otherwise it is challenging. 

4. Time constraint is the area where teachers face difficulty in continuous assessment 

practice. Because, teachers have no time to help and coordinate each students activity 

in 40 minute. In that, half of the time (about 20 minute) is covered by plasma 

presentation. 

5. The support and facilitation activity from the school administrative and other 

stakeholder is low. According to the results of interview question with teachers, they 

responded that because of lack of awareness, material constraint and the like, there is 

no support from school administration. School principals and woreda supervisors also 

confirm what the teachers respond to the question. They reply that some times, only 

they try to give some awareness for teachers, which is not adequate. 

6. Students' absenteeism is another main factor which challenge in the practice of 

continuous assessment. Whenever students are left from school, it is impossible to 

assess students on continuous basis. So, teachers are unable to have full profile of 

each student in a class through continuous assessment. 

7. Lack of uniform and consistent continuous assessment result recording habits among 

teachers; 

8. Lack of commitment of teachers and the beliefs of teachers on summative evaluation; 
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5.1.3 Solutions suggested by respondents for continuous assessment practice 
problems 
Respondents were asked to suggest possible solutions for the problems they mentioned; 

consequently they forwarded the following solutions. 

I. Improve teachers ' and students' attitude towards continuous assessment through 

awareness creation programs, such as conducting workshops, seminars, arranging 

regular experience sharing program. 

2. Motivating teachers by providing moral incentives such as further training in their 

field, and material incentives· salary increments, career structure etc based on their 

performance. 

3. Practical and intensive training for teachers 

4. Provision of guidance and counseling 
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5.2. CONCLUSIONS 

In light of the findings, the following conclusions were drawn. 

There is no doubt that well practiced continuous assessments have a valuable asset to the 

schools and thereby increases the students' performance by providing necessary 

information about their progression. With this understanding, the high schools understudy 

has practiced continuous assessment. These high schools could not strictly follow all the 

methods of practicing continuous assessment processes. The implementation of these 

processes is shown as follows: 

I. Most teachers have no training regarding continuous assessment neither in pre-service 

nor in their in service program. This makes teachers not to have the knowledge of 

continuous assessment which makes them not to practice as intended. Though few 

teachers took the training, due to some other problems related to school factors (lack 

instructional material, time constraint) they were not practiced it well. So, the practice 

of continuous assessment in secondary schools of Oromia Special zone is low. 

2. Though it seems that some teachers integrate continuous assessment in their lesson 

plan, there is a gap to implement what they plan in their lesson. Teachers prepare 

continuous assessment lesson plan because of that they asked by their department 

heads. The plans itself lack the procedures and different techniques by which 

continuous assessment practiced. 

3. Using different continuous assessment techniques is not adaptable in most teachers ' 

activity. Almost all teachers use only paper and pencil test to assess their students. 

Students cannot get a chance to show their performance through different techniques. 

The effort made in this regard is low. 

4. Students pointed out that their teachers did not involve them to know how their 

assessments were going to be scored or graded. This in tum made students conclude 

that their teachers were unfair about marking and did not use continuous assessment 

for guiding their learning. 

5. There were no provision of continuous assessment guidelines and ground rules in 

teaching learning activities to assess learners' theoretical concepts and practical skills. 

In the absence of guide line it is difficult to use continuous assessment to assess 
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students in meaningful way. In addition, lack of continuous assessment guide line, 

makes the process of implementation not uniform in schools. 

6. Even though, some schools try to provide some materials by their own for teachers, 

most teachers have no any materials which assist the practice of continuous 

assessment. 

7. One of the most important for teachers' good performance is the support that made 

from school administration. As the study result shows, concerning continuous 

assessment, support from school is not something which brought a change in the 

teachers' performance. 
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5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is the concern of educational leaders and/or researchers to create favorable condition 

for the good implementation of continuous assessment in schools. This study on the state 

of continuous assessment practice will contribute to the effective implementation of 

continuous assessment. Taking the findings of this study into account, the researcher has 

forwarded the following recommendations to the stakeholders. 

1. Providing clear and understandable (which includes procedures for assessment tool 

preparation) manuals and guidelines for the front line practitioners of continuous 

assessment-for teachers, principals and supervisors is what the Ministry of Education 

and Regional Education Bureau should take the prime role. 

2. Practical and incentive training for both teacher and student should be provided to 

change their knowledge, attitude and skills of continuous assessment. Specifically the 

training should focus on: 

~ Selected and challenged topics from each course those were not easy for 

continuous assessment practices. 

~ How and when to provide feedback for students, 

~ How and when to practice self and peer assessment, 

This could be done by model teachers and invited experts from higher officials. 

3. Teachers are expected to plan and involve students by providing tasks in the 
continuous form. 

4. Materials are crucial for the practice of the matter. There should be material 

(reference books, laboratory equipments, different assessment formats) provision to 

assist the practice of continuous assessment from the concerned body. 

5. Continuous assessment task force should be formed to follow and supervise 

continuous assessment activities, to facilitate and prepare a forum in every semester 

concerning the strength and weakness of continuous assessment activities and to 

collect some mechanisms for continuous assessment practices improvement. In 

addition to this, to facilitate experience sharing among departments and with other 

colleagues. This could be done by principals. 
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6. School administrator, and department heads should include the issue of practicing 

continuous assessment in their plan and make a discussion and set an objective with 

teacher prior the starting of practice. 

7. School administrators and woreda educational experts expected to give timely 

constructive support for teachers as well as for students to enhance the practice. 

8. Woreda Education Office and School administrators should provide incentives for 

teachers to motivate them in the course of continuous assessment practice. 

9. Involving students in continuous assessment process helps them to take 

responsibility, develop confidence, to broaden their knowledge, attitude and skills. 

So, they should be involved more than the present in the process of continuous 

assessment activity to improve the practice. 

10. Further research could be conducted specially on the companson of continuous 

assessment practice between administrative town and rural woreda. 
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Appendices 

Appendix A 
ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDY 

Institution of Educational Research /lERI 

Department of Educationai Research and Development 

Questionnaire of Teachers 

The purpose of this questiOlUlaire is to obtain information about the practice and state of 

continuous assessment in Oromia Special Zone. The researcher asked you to cooperate in 

giving your response towards the stated question. 

Thank you very much. 

Part I. The main data information 

Circle the letter which you think of the answer and give explanation where it is 

required. 

I. Have you taken a course about assessment particularly in continuous assessment in 

pre service program? 

a)yes b)no 

2. Did you take any training on the implementation of continuous assessment in your 

in service program 

a) yes b)no 

3. If your answer for question no 2 is "yes" for how many days did you take a course? 

a) one day b) three day c) a week d) a month 



4. Do you use continuous assessment plan in your lesson? a) yes b) no 

5. How often do you incorporate continuous assessment techniques in to your lesson 

plan? 

a) always b) sometimes c) rarely d) not at all 

6. If your answer for question no 4 is "yes" at which stage of the instructional process 

do you assessed? 

a) at the beginning of the lesson b) while learning is going on 

c) after the end of the lesson d) at each stage (before, doing and after the 

lesson) 

7. If your response for question no 4 is "yes" why? 

a. to assess and improve students' learning activity 

b. to know how much the students understand the content 

c. to develop the students participation 

8. If your response for question no 4 is "no' why? 

a. it takes time and the lesson is given by plasma 

b. shortage of materials 

c. large class size 

d. lack of awareness 

9. Did you use different types of continuous assessment in the teaching and learning 

to assess your students learning? a. yes b. no 

10. How often do you involve your students in the assessment process? 

a) Always b) sometimes c) rarely d) not at all 
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11 . Do you provide feedback to your students? 

a) Yes b) no 

12. If your response for question no 11 is "yes" what was its frequency? 

a) in each continuous assessment tasks 

b) when test papers returned to the students 

c) at the end of the semester/course 

13. If your response for question no 12 is "no" what was your reasons? 

a) Lack of time to cover the topic b) no need for feedback 

c) Students are not interested when you told their weakness 

d) if any other ______ _ 

14. In assessing your students ' performance is there any guiding principles supplied 

by the school? a) yes b) no 

15. What is the document you use to manage and implement continuous assessment 

in your school? 

a) Only assessment format given from school 

b) Assessment guide line developed at school level 

c) Guideline developed at department level 

d) No, because, I have got full professional development through past training 

16. To what extent the school administration help teachers in implementing 

continuous assessment? a) Very high b) high c) average d) below 

overage e) never 

iii 



Part II. Give yout response clearly 

17. What is the state of continuous assessment practice in your school 
currently? _________________________ _ 

18. What are the factors that facilitate or hinder the effective practice of continuous 
assessment in your school? 

A) Positive factors 

B) negative factors 

19. What should be done to Improve the current practice continuous assessment 
practice In your school? 
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Part HI. Indicate by "./" tick the assessment techniques you use to assess your 

student on the space provided. 

No Assessment methods Use always Some times When Don't Total 

necessary use 

1. Class work 

2. Homework 

3. Observation 

4. Oral question 

5. Group discussion 

6. Presentation 

7. Reflection 

8. Peer assessment 

9. Self assessment 

10. Project work 

11. Quizzes 

12. Test (paper & pencil) 

13. Interviews 

14. Exam/mid and final 

15. Others 
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Part IV. General Information 

I. Name of the school _______ _ 

2. Sex: M F ____ _ 

3. Age: a) 20-25 yrb) 26-30 yrc) 31-35 yrd) 36-40 yre) 41 and abovE 

4. Your qualification 

a) Diploma. __ _ 

b) BAIBedlBSC 

c) MA 

d) Please indicate if other than the above 

5. Teaching experience in the high school 

a) 0-3 yrb) 4-7 yr c) 8-11 yr 

d) 12-16 yr 

6. Teaching load per week 

a) below 10 

b) 10-15 

e) 17 and above 

c) 16-2 1 

d 22 and above 
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Appendix B 
ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDY 

Institution of Educational Research fIERI 

Department of Educational Research and Evaluation 

Questionnaire for Students 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to obtain information about the practice and state of 

continuous assessment in Oromia Special Zone. The researcher asked you to cooperate in 

giving your response towards the stated question. Your response contribute much to the 

success of the research to be under taken, Hence you are kindly requested to fill the 

questionnaire. 

Thank you very much! 

Part I. Main data information 

Circle the letter which you think of the answer and give explanation where it is 

required. 

1. Are you willing to do assessment activities? a) yes b) no 

2. If you are not willing to do assessment activities, what is your reason? 

a) continuous assessment is time consuming 

b) continuous assessment is not effective to measure different performance 

c) All group members did not provide equal contribution in different group 

d) tests and final exams are better than continuous assessment to measure 

individual progress in learning 

3. Do your teacher use different types of continuous assessment like (individual work, 

presentation, peer assessment, project work etc) in their lesson? a) Yes b) no 
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4. Do teachers inform you about the assessment process? a) Yes b) no 

5. Which of the following assessment techniques do most teachers use regularly? 

a) Oral questions 

e) tests 

b) project work c) group work d) individual work 

6. Are there opportunities given for student to evaluate their peer assessment tasks? 

a) yes b) no 

7. If your answer for question no 7 is "yes" please indicate the assessment tasks and 

the condition under which it was done. 

8. Is there timely feedback for students in relation to their continuous assessment 

results? a) yes b) no 

9. If your answer for question no 9 is "yes" what was its frequency? 

a) in each continuous assessment tasks b) when test paper returned to the 

student 

c) at the end of the semester d) if any other ____ _ 
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Part II. Give your response clearly 

10. What is the state of continuous assessment practice in your school 
currently? ________________________ _ 

11. What are the factors that facilitate or hinder the effective practice of continuous 
assessment in your school? 

A) positive factors 

B) negative factors 

12. What should be done to improve the current practice continuous assessment 
practice III 

yourschool? ________________________ _ 
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Part III. Indicate by "-t''' tick the assessment techniques your teacher use to assess 

students' performance on the space provided. 

No Assessment methods Use always Some times When Don't Total 
necessary use 

1. Class work 

2. Homework 

3. Observation 

4. Oral question 

5. Group discussion 

6. Presentation 

7. Reflection 

8. Peer assessment 

9. Self assessment 

10. Project work 

11. Quizzes 

12. Test (paper & pencil) 

13. Interviews 

14. Exam 

IS . Others 

Part IV General Information 

1. Name of the school _______ _ 

2. Sex M F 

3. Age a) 14-16 b) 17-19 c) 20-22 d) more than 23 

4. Grade a) 9'h b) I O'h __ 

x 



Appendix C 
ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDY 

Institution of Educational Research fIERI 

Department of Educational Research and Evaluation 

Interview for Teacher 

The purpose of this in~rvjew is to obtain information about the practice and state of 

continuous assessment in Oromia Special Zone. The researcher asked you to cooperate in 

giving your response towards the stated question. Your response contribute much to the 

success of the research to be under taken, 

I . What is the state of continuous assessment practice in your school? 

2. Some people say continuous assessment enables learners simply to pass from grade 

to grade as they are not properly assessed. How do you react this? 

3. How do students react when they are being assessed continuously? 

4. What are the factors that facilitate or hinder the practice of continuous assessment in 

your school? 

5. Would you suggest possible solutions that help to minimize the problems behind 

continuous assessment? 

6. Is there any point that you would like to raise in relation to the assessment of 

students in high school? 
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Appendix D 
ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDY 

Institution of Educational Research /lERI 

Department of Educational Research and Evaluation 

Semi structured interview with school principal, vice principal and supervisor 

The purpose of this interview is to obtain infonnation about the practice and state of 
continuous assessment in Oromia Special Zone. The researcher asked you to cooperate in 
giving your response towards the stated question. Your response contributes much to the 
success of the research to be under taken. 

General information. 

I. Sex _____ _ Qualification ________ _ 

2. Age _ _ ___ _ Years of service _______ _ 

I. As you already know it is clearly stated in the Education and Training policy (I 994), 
that continuous assessment should be practiced in school; 

a) In relation to this, what is the state of continuous assessment practice in your 
school/woreda? At what level it is practiced? b) How do you have check whether 
teachers are implementing it or not? 

b) What support do you provide for teachers to practice it? 

2. Does the school/woreda, provide guide lines, fonnats and the necessary material to 

facilitate continuous assessment practice? 

3. What are the factors that facilitate or hinder the practice of continuous assessment in 
your school? 

4. What should be done for the successful practices of continuous assessment in your 
schooll woreda? 

5. What do you say about the contribution of continuous assessment for the 
improvement of teaching-learning activities? 

xii 


