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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 The language and the people

The language Endegan genetically belongs to the Ethio-Semitic language family, particularly
to the West Gurage languages, which is the sub group of what is often called ‘Gurage
languages. The different Gurage languages were previously believed to belong to one group,

which was also known as ‘Gurage’ (cf. Hetzron & Bender: 1976).

As it is stated in Hetzron (1977: 21) “the question is whether Gurage is to be considered as
one branch of South Ethiopic, with internal dialectical division, or there is no entity Gurage

at all, but an agglomerate of Semitic languages of different origins assembled in one area.”

A consensus has thus been reached among scholars that the term ‘Gurage’ should no longer
be used as a meaningful linguistic term. Thus (Hetzron, 1977; Bender, 1976) have stated that

the term ‘Gurage’ is a geographical term rather than a genetic linguistic term.

Scholars who are engaged in Ethio-Semitic studies agree on three major divisions within the
Gurage language group: Northern, Eastern and Western Gurage. However, as to the members
constituting each branch, there are different views among scholars like Leslau (1968) and
Hetzron (1972, 1977). Leslau, for instance, classifies the languages (dialects as he calls them)
as follows: Silti, Welene and Zway belong to East Gurage; Chaha, Geto, Eza, Gumer,
Endegeni, Muhir, Mesqan and Goggot as belonging to Western Gurage and he claims that

Soddo is the sole representative of North Gurage. Rose (1997) has also classified Muhir as



belonging to the Western Gurage cluster. However, Hetzron (1972, 1977), classifies Soddo,

Goggot and Muher as members of Northern Gurage.

Though the issue of classification is still unsettled, there seem to be a tendency towards
accepting Hetzron’s (1972, 1977) classification, (Hudson, 2000). Hetzron (1977) has
investigated the shared morphological innovations among the Gurage languages. The place

Endegen assumes within the Ethio-Semitic language family is presented below.

Proto Ethiopic

N

South Ethiopic North Ethiopic
/\ Ge'ez &
Tigrinya —
Tigre
Outer South Ethiopic Transversal South Ethiopic

Gafat /GRJ West Gurage Central East Gurage
Soddo Gbggot Muhir /\ /\

Ambharic ‘Argoba Harari
esqan (Silti, Welenene,Ineqor,Urbareg)
Central West Gurage (CWG) Peripheral West Gurage (PWG)
(Chaha, Gumer, Gura, EzZa) (Gyeta, Inor, Endegaii, Ener)

1. Ethio Semitic family tree adapted from Bender (1976)



Endegen, as it shown above, is sub-grouped under Peripheral Western Gurage (PWG) under

the three tense group.

The Gurage languages are spoken in a geographically compact area. Endegan speakers, for
instance, are neighbored by speakers of Enemor (Inor) in the west, Ener in the east and south,
and Geto (Gyeta) in the north. As a result, some Endegai speakers are bilingual in one of

these languages.

The Endegan community lives in the Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples Regional
State [SNNPRS] in the Gurage zone. According to the Central Statistics Authority (CSA)
abstracts of population and housing census of 1994, the total number of native speakers of
the Gurage languages is 1,881,574. However, the number of speakers of each Gurage
language has not been included in the census. Thus, the exact number of Endege is

unknown.

The majority of Endegan speakers are followers of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. Few of
them are Muslims, and there are an insignificant numbers of Protestants. The rural people are
mostly farmers, where much of the economy is based on ‘Enset’ (ensete edulis), maize and

grain. In urban areas, Endegen speakers are mostly masons and some are merchants.

1.2 Review of related literature

Abiyot Teffera (2000) in his unpublished senior essay “noun phrase in Endegeni” has

presented the structure of the noun phrase. According to him, a noun phrase in Endegan



consists of a single word or a string of words, and except determiners, possessive modifiers,
which are found after the head noun, all other constituents occur preceding the head.
Furthermore, Abiyot (2000) has stated that the phrase can occur sentence initially and within
a verb phrase. Regarding the function of an NP, it is stated in the study that a noun phrase
can function as a subject and as an object. The subject, which is identified by the place it
occupies in a sentence, is found at the beginning of a sentence while the direct and indirect
objects are found within the verb phrase. Abiyot (2000:35-7) has also stated that the direct
object noun phrases occur before the verb whereas the indirect object noun phrase occurs

before the direct object.

Aklilu Yilma (1983), in his unpublished senior essay “Endegen phonology” has conducted a
study on the phonology of the language. He has identified a total of 26 consonant and 7
vowel phonemes. His phonemic inventory includes the nasalized semi vowel /w/ and the
voiceless bilabial stop /p/. He however, has not provided minimal pair for the nasalized semi
vowel /w/ and has only presented one instance of the voiceless /p/ which does not also
constitute a minimal pair. He has also identified three types of diphthongs: rising /ei, ai, oi,
ae/, centering /id, ed, ud, od/ and back rising /au, do,ou/, which are rejected in this study for

the phonological rule of the language does not allow sequencing of vowels.

Birhanu W/Yohanes (1999) in “Derivational morphology of Endegeni” has attempted to
describe the derivational morphology. According to him, nouns are derived from different
grammatical categories. For instance, abstract nouns are derived from other nouns and
adjectival bases and from verb stems. Furthermore, According to him, the discontinuous

morpheme {&....ut} which has {4...t} as a variant, is used to derive verbal nouns as in /-



hen-ut/ ‘to dig’ /a-sdm-ut/ ‘to hear’. Furthermore, Birhanu (1999:12) states “verb stems that
consist of dental phonemes in their final positions change their internal structures from

CaCacC to aCuC;C,”. Following are some of the examples he provided.

/nakad-/ ‘touch’ /a-nuk[l-ut/  ‘to touch’

/kafad-/ ‘open’ /a-kuflJ-ut/  ‘to open’

It is also stated that the variant {4....t} is used to derive verbal nouns from verb stems whose
final radical is /r/ as in /sd?dr-/ ‘beg’ /a-su?ur-t/ ‘to beg’. Birhanu (1999:15) has also stated
that manner nominals are derived by the discontinuous morpheme {i...i?4} as in /hen-/ ‘to
dig’ /i-hen-i?4/ 'manner of digging’ while instrumental nominals are derived from verb stems
by the discontinuous morpheme {i....koda} as in /sd?4r-/ 'beg’ /i-sd?4r-koda/ ‘an instrument
used for begging’. Agentive nominals are said to be derived by {i...kéin}, examples like /t’af-

/ ‘write’ /i-t’ df-kdn/ ‘writer’ /sd?dr-/ ‘beg’ /i-sd?dr-kén/  begger’ are provided.

Regarding verbal derivations, Birhanu (1999) has identified processes used in the derivation
of passive, causative, intensive, intensive-passive, and reciprocal. The passive, as it is stated
in Birhanu (1999), is derived by the morpheme {té-}. The direct causative is marked by the
morpheme {a-} while the indirect causative is marked by the morpheme {at-}. Furthermore
according to his analysis, the frequentative is formed by reduplicating the penultimate radical
of the root and by inserting the vowel /a/ between the reduplicated radicals as a
‘reduplication formative’ as in /ti?epiér-/ ‘take’ /ti?epapir-/ ‘take repeatedly’. Moreover, the
intensive passive and the reciprocal forms are, according to this study, expressed by using

identical derivations; attaching {ti-} and reduplicating the penultimate radical. Thus,



intensive passive has the form /kifafid-/ ‘open repeatedly’ /ti-kdfafdd/ ‘be opened repeatedly
’, while the reciprocal has /td-zinanik-/ ‘speak to each other’ (Birhanu, 1999:22). However,
as we shall see later, Birhanu’s (1999) analysis of the derivational processes of Endegaii is

full of wrong analysis and misleading generalizations.

Eyassu Nega (1999) in a senior essay entitled “Inflectional Morphology of Endegeni” has
stated that inflections in Endegeti are used to express grammatical functions such as number,
gender, determiners and case. Regarding the verb inflection, it is shown that person; number
and gender are separately indicated in the perfective and imperfective aspects. According to
him, the person marker in the second and third masculine and feminine plural in the
perfective aspect is /-hum/ and /-ham/ and /-um/, /-am/ for the second and third plural
respectively. However, the /-m/ identified as person marker by Eyassu (1999) is a main verb
marker and not a person marker. Furthermore, aspect and tense are considered to be one and
the same in the study. The morphological analysis of Eyassu (1999) seems to be dubious.
This is because his analysis is only based on a single verb /sappir-/ ‘break’. Thus, much of

the morphological and morphophonemic facts remain unexplained.

Edward Ullendroff, in his book titled Semitic languages of Ethiopia: A comparative
phonology (1955) has done a comparative phonological study. He has compared the Gurage
languages with other Semitic groups irrespective of dialectical and language variation. He
has identified 30 consonant and 7 vowel phonemes for Gurage languages. The consonant

phonemes include labio-velars and palatalized consonants like /g*, k”, K’/.



Robert Hetzron (1977) has done a comparative phonological study in his book The Gunnan
Gurage Languages. He has identified 42 consonants phonemes for the Gurage languages in
general. His phonemic inventory of consonants includes rounded labialised consonants like
Y, pY, m" Y, g% kY kY, 7" and h"/. Furthermore, nasalized consonants like /w, m , 1/
according to Hetzron (1977), are mostly found in Peripheral Western Gurage. He has also
stated that /b"™/, /m"/ and /B/ (bilabial fricative) are not found in Endegen. From Hetzron’s

phonemic inventory of vowels, /&/ and /~ / are said to be found in some dialects.

In his article “The two futures in central and peripheral western Gurage” in Essays on
Gurage Language and Culture (1996), Hetzron has stated that two future markers are

found in these languages and has presented a sketchy analysis of them.

Wolf Leslu (1968), in his article “Towards the classification of the Gurage dialects”, has
stated that there are no phonetic or phonemic features that are specific to Gurage as a whole
or to any two groups of Gurage clusters. It is only the Western Gurage, which has certain
features that are not found elsewhere. These are palatalized velars and rounded labialised
phonemes. However, it is also stated that certain dialects of Western Gurage may lack such

phonemes.

In his article “The Verb Forms of the Gurage Delicate of Endegeii”, Leslau (1992) discusses
that unlike other Ethiopian languages, the second radical of type A verbs in Endegani is
represented by verbs some of which have geminated second radical, while others have a non

—geminated second radical.



In his article “The Tri-radicals in the Gurage Dialects of Endegen”, Leslau (1992) has
discussed on the main verb types A, B and C. Type A is basically a non-geminated type
except in some cases. Type B is characterized by the gemination of the second radical in all

forms and type C is characterized by the vowel /a/ after the first radical.

In the article “ Traces of laryngeals in the Gurage dialect of Endegan” Leslau (1992), has
stated that the laryngeal consonants which are completely lost in Enemmor and Chaha, are

preserved by the use of the glottal stop in Endegan.

Degif (1997), argues that the labialised and palatalized consonants of West Gurage
languages, particularly of Chaha, are derivational, and thus, he has excluded them from the
phonemic inventory of the language. He argues that in Chaha, the abstract phoneme /U/ has
three realizations; [u] and [w] which are nuclear and non-nuclear respectively, and an
autonomously floating [u] with the feature [+round] and [+high]. Furthermore, he has stated
that the floating [u] triggers labialisation and /or palatalisation for it has both features by

virtue of being labio-dorsal.

1.3 The present study

The main purpose of this study is to analyze and present a comprehensive and systematic
description of Endegen morphology. As already stated, for Leslau (1969a), the Gurage
clusters are considered as dialects constituting a single genetic unit, but such a conclusion

seems to be strong for scholars like Hetzron (1977). This shows that there is lack of



exhaustive research on each variety of the Gurage cluster, which calls for exhaustive
comparative studies. However, such comparative works have to be based on exhaustive base-
line descriptions of each variety. Thus, this study attempts to fill the gap by providing
relatively comprehensive and exhaustive morphological description of Endegan, for it is the
belief of the researcher that the researches done so far on the morphology of the language are
not adequate and comprehensive. Furthermore, as it is stated in Anderson (1992:7) “ the
object of study in morphology is the structure of words and the way in which the structure
reflects their relation to other words- relation both within some larger construction such as
sentence and across the total vocabulary of the language.” Following this notion, this study
aims at collecting linguistic data, and showing the structure of Endegen words along with

their relationship with other words or sentences.

1.4 Significance of the study

This research is conducted hoping that it may add to our knowledge about the Gurage
languages in general, particularly Western Gurage languages. Hudson (2000) suggests the
strong relevance of morphologically oriented comparative studies in Ethio-Semitic
languages. Thus, apart from serving as a source material for further comparative studies, the
analysis might contribute to a neater classification of the Gurage cluster. Furthermore, the

study will provide information for the preparation of literacy materials.

1.5 Methodology

The study is based on data collected from two native speakers of the language. First a

questionnaire is prepared in the contact language Amharic and linguistic data are then



elicited. The data are transcribed phonemically and whenever surface forms are emphasized,
the transcription is phonetic, shown by using square brackets. Apart from elicitation, texts are
recorded to complement the elicited data. The framework used is the structural framework.
This is because, since there is lack of an exhaustive descriptive work on the morphology of
Endegen, it is the belief of the researcher that theorizing should only come after adequate

descriptive works is made available.

1.6 Phonological preliminaries

1.6.1 Consonant phonemes

According to Aklilu’s (1983) investigation of the phonology of Endegan, the language has a
total of 26 consonant phonemes. These include the nasalised semi vowel [w] and the
voiceless bilabial stop [p]. Both phonemes are rejected in this study because the nasalized
semi-vowel does not constitute minimal pairs while [p] is not considered as a full-fledged
phoneme. Thus, only 24 consonant phonemes are recognized and these are shown in the table

below:

10



Billabi | Labio- Alveolar | palatal | velar Glottal
al dental
Stops b t d k ?
Glottalize t' 'Y
d
Afficates ¢
Glottalize .
d ¢
Fricatives f S z |§ 7 h
Nasals m n il
Liquids 1
Trill r
Semi- | W y
yvowel

Table 1. Consonant phonemes.

In this study, contrary to Aklilu (1983), it is claimed that there are 24 consonant phonemes in

Endegan. The phoneme [p] which is treated as a phoneme in Aklilu (1983) is the result of

devoicing of an original geminated [bb>p]. Other than such processes, the phoneme [p] has

very rare occurrence. The nasalised semi vowel /w/ which is treated as a phoneme, is also

rejected in this study, for as already stated, it does not constitute a minimal pair and as stated

by Aklilu (1983) it has unpredictable occurrence. However, regardless of such facts, he has

included it in the phonemic inventory of the language.

11




The basic syllable types of Endegan, as in most Ethio-Semitic languages, are CV and CVC.
Furthermore, as in other Gurage languages, V and VC structures are permitted. In Gurage
languages as opposed to Harari (Rose, 1997), clusters of consonants in word final and medial
position are allowed. Furthermore, the consonant clusters in Endegaii, seem to be governed
by the sonority sequencing principle (Durand, 1990:210), in which sounds occur in sequence,
as governed by a universal sonority scale hierarchy. Thus, in consonant clusters of Endegani,
the sonority of the first consonant must be higher than that of the second. If not, the
epenthetic vowel [i] is used to avoid sequencing of such consonants. Clusters or sequences of
consonants are only possible in word medial and final positions. There are no initial clusters

in Endegan.

)
a. /idérg/ ‘T hit’
b. /atirf/ ‘remain!’
c. /ankis/ ‘bite!”
d. /andit/ ‘sting!’

As it is shown in (la-d) above, whenever the sonority constraint is violated, the epenthetic
vowel [i] is inserted but if the sonority constraint is maintained as observed the examples in
(1a-d), no epenthetic vowel is needed. Furthermore, Aklilu (1983) has also stated that all the
phonemes except /p/, /n/ and /h/ can form clusters in word final position. All the consonant
phonemes except /1/ and /r/ can occur in word medial and final positions, while the phoneme

/b/ does not occur in final position.

12



Aklilu (1983:2), has also stated that the feature that characterizes the consonant segments of
Endegen at the phonetic level are labialisation and palatalaization. Most of the consonants are
either labialised before back vowels [u] or [0], or palatalized before the front vowels [i] or
[e]. In this study also, the labialised and palatalized velars, which have been considered as
phonemes by Leslau (1992), Ullendroff (1955), and Hetzron (1977), are not treated as
independent phonemes but as derivations (Cf.Degif, 1997;Aklilu 1983). This is because, as it
is stated in Aklilu (1983), the rounded and palatalized consonants show predictable

occurrence.
1.6.2 The vowel phonemes

As it is stated in Aklilu (1983), Endegai has 7 vowel phonemes. They are presented below:

1 i u
e a 0o
a

Table 2. Vowel phonemes of Endegan.Adapted from Aklilu (1983).

As is stated in Aklilu (1983:27), all the vowels occur as short. The long counterparts are
treated as sequence of two identical vowels, both phonetically and phonemically'.
Furthermore, it is also stated that the vowels in Endegeii are nasalized when they occur

before or after nasal consonants. Apart from these simple vowels, Aklilu has also identified

" Leslau (1992:6) has also stated “ outside their phonemic value, the long vowels may result from various
phonetic developments. They may arise from the disappearance of intervocalic, prevocalic and post vocalic

consonants.”

13



complex vowels or diphthongs. These are rising diphthongs /ei, ai, oi, ae/, back-rising
diphthongs /au, ao,40, ou/ and centering diphthongs like /i4, ed, ué,od/. However, such
diphthongs are rejected in this study for two reasons. First, the contrasts he presented are
inaccurate in their transcription and thus do not constitute real minimal pairs. For instance, he
has presented /aed/ ‘sun’, which should have been transcribed as /ayed/, /aikitf/ ‘he won’t
chop’ should have been transcribed as /a-y-kitf/. There seem to be a confusion in identifying
the negative morpheme {a-} and the 3ms marker /y-/, which are considered as diphthongs /ai/
in the example provided by Aklilu (1983:47). Second, the phonological rule of Endegan, as
we shall see in section (1.9.1) below, avoids vowel sequences either by deleting one of the

vowels in the sequence or by inserting a glide between them.

1.6.3 Phonological Processes

The following phonological processes have been attested in Endegaii.

1.6.3.1 Vowel deletion

When two vowels occur at morpheme boundary, the first vowel is deleted.

a. meni ‘work’ men-ana ‘worker’
b. zéngi ‘trouble’ zing-anna ‘trouble maker’
c. mila ‘tactic’ mal-anna ‘tact full’

14



As shown above, when an affix that begins in a vowel is attached to a base with a word final

vowel, the last vowel of the base is deleted.

1.6.3.2 Glide insertion

The glide [y] or [w] are inserted between vowels, to break successions of vowels within a

word or at morpheme boundary.

a. /mei/ [meyi] ‘wash (imp.2sf)’
b. /gid/  [giyd] ‘dog’
c. /a-y-sdwr-u-a-te/ [aysdwruwate] ‘they will not break her’

Furthermore, two short vowels can become long or can be disjoined by the glottal stop \?\ as

shown in the examples provided below.

(@) 4-dssd?dm =P [ d:ssd?4m]

of-brother ‘of brother’

(b) 4-ahi =>» [a:hi]

of- you (2sm) ‘of you (2sm)’

(c) di-uur 2 [u:?ur]

of- fence ‘of fence’

15



(d) a-iyd = [171yd]

of —-me ‘of mine’
(e) d-ind =>» [1?in4]
of —we ‘of ours’

As shown in the examples (a-c) above, there are two phonological processes when the
morpheme \d-\ is affixed to nouns or pronouns, first it totally assimilates to the vowel quality
of the noun or pronoun to which it is attached due to vocalic harmony and second it becomes
long due to the process of vowel contraction. In (d and e), the two short vowels are disjoined
by the glottal stop after the prefix has totally assimilated to the initial vowel of the pronoun.
The same process is found in Chaha (Leslau, 1992) and regarding the insertion of the glottal
stop, Leslau (1992) has stated that the glottal stop might be the original initial consonant of

the noun or pronoun which appears whenever \d-\ is prefixed to nouns or pronouns.

1.6.3.3 Labialisation and Palatalisation

Whenever a labial or a velar consonant is followed by either of the two back rounded vowels

\u\ and o\, there occurs labialisation as shown in the examples below:

a. gondid=» [g"inci] ‘hayena’
b. afund=>» [af"ni] ‘nose’
c. fu?ar=» [f"i?ar] ‘back’
d. Kur=>» [k*Vir] ‘light’
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Alveolar and velar consonants are palatalized when they occur before the front high and mid

vowels \i\ and \e\ respectively.

a. /dak’-i/=» [dak™]
lough-2sf ‘you (sf) lough!’
b. /Kift-i/ =>» [kif¢]

open-2sf ‘you (2sf) open!’

1.6.3.4 Devoicing

Aklilu (1983:) has stated that gemination in Endegail is phonemic. However, in this study it
is claimed that gemination is not phonemic for the language is not characterized by such a

feature as opposed to EZa, which is such a language. In Endegaii as is the case in Enemmor
and Chaha (Leslau, 1992:139ff; Hetzron, 1977), original voiced consonants like the bilabial
/b/, dentals /d, z,Z/ and /g and g/ are devoiced to their voiceless counterparts /p/, /t, s, ,§/ and

/k, &7. Consider the examples below for the comparison between Endegan and Eza.

Endegan Eza
a. dapér- dibbar- ‘add’

b. gittir- giddér- ‘sleep’

2 Hetzron (1977:39) have stated that original consonantal gemination is still preserved in Soddo, Goggot, Muher,

Mesaqgan and Eza.
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C. Zass- zazz- ‘act mad’

1.6.3.5 Spirantization

Spirantization refers to the process of fricativization or weakening of stops. In Endegan, the
voiced stop /b/ in word initial position and its devoiced counterpart /p/ coming from /b/, is
realized as /w/ in the imperfective and jussive forms in intervocalic, post-vocalic and pre

vocalic positions. Observe the examples provided below:

a. bd%ina ‘he ate’

[yi-wir?4] ‘he eats’

b. sappir-hd  ‘you (2ms) broke’
[tisdwir] ‘You (2ms) break’
c. Happdr-a  ‘he finished’

[yilJawir] ‘he finishes’

1.6.3.6 Consonant Alternation

The sonorants /r/, /n/,/l/ substitute for each other in Endegan. The most frequent alternation is
the alternation between /r/ and /n/. According to Degif (1996), such sonorant alternation in

Chaha is only attributed to various idiosyncratic factors, for which phonological explanations
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cannot be provided. The phonemes /r/,/n/ and /1/, according to Aklilu (1983) are not found in
initial, medial, and final positions without giving any phonological explanation for the
alternations. However, Leslau (1992:51) has stated that a non-geminated /n/ is realized as [r],
in non-initial, intervocalic or postvocalic positions. Thus, /tirdssa/ ‘get up’ and /arat/ ‘top of

the head’ which are /tdnédssa/ and /anat/ in Ambharic.

CHAPTER TWO: NOUNS

2.1. Noun Inflection

Inflection is the addition of affixes to the base of a word, to obtain linguistic forms, which
enter into grammatical relations and carry out functions. In this section, the inflection of
nouns for number, gender, definiteness and case will be discussed and the inflectional affixes

of Endegai will be identified.

2.1.1. Number

Endegan has the concept of singular and plural. However, except in limited kinship terms,
there is no overtly realized morpheme that marks either singular or plural forms. Hence,
/faraz/ could be both ‘horse’ and ‘horses’. Nevertheless, the number of the noun is expressed

syntactically in the verbal agreement morphemes.
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The archaic Semitic plural marker {-at} indicates plurality in limited kinship terms given in
(1) below. These nouns are the only nouns in Endegaii in which number is expressed by using

an inflectional morpheme3.

(D) Singular Gloss Plural Gloss
a. 4ssd?dm ‘brother’ dssd?dm-at ‘brothers’
b. itta?am ‘sister’ ata?4am-at ‘sisters’

Some nouns have different roots for the distinction between singular and plural. They have

suppletive forms, which are lexically identified as singular or plural as in (2) below:

2) Singular Gloss Plural Gloss

a. mus ‘man’ gidmi ‘men’

b. mist ‘woman’ in§ ‘women’

c. acc ‘boy’ deyng ‘boys’

d. dek ‘calf’ magard ‘calves’

e. t’ay ‘sheep’ gissd ‘sheep (pl.)’

? Plural in other nouns is marked either by adding a cardinal number before the noun as in wir%et sib ‘two men’
or by using the third person plural pronouns, which themselves lack number specification except showing mere

plurality as shown below.

akebe ‘uncle’ akebe-hunno ‘uncles’
amayed ‘maternal aunt’” amayed hinna  ‘aunts’
anaciwod ‘paternal aunt’”  anafiwod-hinna ‘aunts’
abo ‘fathers’ abo-hunno ‘fathers’
adod ‘mother’ adod-hinna ‘mothers’

20



’

f. anaw ‘cow ar?e ‘cows’

g. gérad ‘girl® gir?ed ‘girls’

As the examples in (2 a-e) show, number distinction is made by using suppletive forms in
which singular and plural forms are designated by using different lexical items. In (2g)
however, the plural is shown by inserting a glottal stop and by changing the vocalic melody

from C14C,4C; to CiC,2eCs.

2.1.2 Gender

Nouns in Endegan can be masculine or feminine, though there are no overtly realized
morphemes showing gender in a noun itself. Gender is however, indicated by the verb
inflection or by the pronouns referring to the noun®. Natural gender is attributed to inanimate
nouns and biological gender to animate nouns; thus, [+ANIMATE] nouns have suppletive

forms distinguishing masculine and feminine genders as shown in (3) below:

3) Masculine Gloss Feminine Gloss
a. mus ‘man’ mist ‘woman’
b. assd?dm brother’ attd?4m ‘sister’
C. abo ‘father’ adod ‘mother’
d. 4cc ‘boy’ gérad ‘girl®
e. akebe ‘uncle’ amayed ‘aunt’

*Gender is indicated by agreement a noun has with the verb. Thus, /sappir-i&i/ ‘she broke' while /sappir-i/ 'he
broke'.
% The final -t of the noun mist is no more used as a feminine marker synchronically, but /t/ used to mark feminine

(Cf.Hetzron, 1977, see also Leslau, 1951:219).
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f. firdz ‘horse’ winad ‘mare’
9 [3 b

g. bawird ‘ox anaw cow

h. gorinte ‘he-sheep’ t’ay ‘she-sheep’

The archaic Semitic feminine ending /-t/ does not have any relevance in Gurage languages
(Leslau, 1951). However, it is still preserved in some feminine proper nouns as in ¢alu-t and

ant’dwi-t.

2.1.3 Articles

Articles that restrict the referential range of nouns are classified into definite and indefinite.
Nouns whose referential range is not restricted such as /sdb/ ‘man/ person’ and /girdd/ ‘girl’

are considered as generic nouns (Baye, 1988).
2.1.3.1 Definite Article

Definiteness in Endegan is either expressed by using the possessive suffixed pronouns of the
third person masculine and feminine /-uhd/ and /-$84/ respectively, or by employing the
personal pronouns of the third person masculine /hudéd/ and feminine /§idéd/, suffixed to the
noun. It usually refers to a noun, which has already been mentioned in discourse (See Leslau
1992:123) for Chaha and Enemmor definiteness; Baye (1988))6. Consider the examples below

in (4).

“4) a. bid-uhd

® The third persons can be added to the list of deictic, for they occur in pronominal positions and have similar
function as demonstratives since they are used to restrict the reference to one in the vicinity of the speaker and
the hearer (Baye: 1988). This combination is also considered as having the value of demonstrative by (Leslau,

1992:123).
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Hose-his (3ms) ‘the /his house’

b. bawir-$84 [bawirissi]

ox- her (3fs) ‘the/her ox’
c. 4¢- huda

boy- 3ms ‘the /he boy’
d. girdd Sida

girl- 3fs * the/ she girl’
e. gir?ed- hinna

girls (p) 3fp ‘the girls’
f. in$ hinna

women- 3fp ‘the women’
g. gdmmad hinno

men -3mp ‘the men’

As shown in (4, a-e) above, the third person possessive suffixes /-uhi/ and /-§84/ and the
independent personal pronouns of the third person /hudé/ ‘he’ and /§idé/ ‘she’, are used to
mark definiteness in Endegani. With plural nouns, as in (4 f-g), the third person plural /hino/

‘they (m)’ and /hinna/ ‘they (f)’ are used to indicate definiteness in plural nouns.

2.1.3.2 Indefinite Article
The indefinite article is not morphologically marked. However, quantifiers, indefinite
pronouns and the numeral /att/ ‘one’, morpho-syntactically show that a noun is an indefinite

some as in the examples below in (5).

5 a. att 4¢ méi?a
one boy came

‘A boy came’
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b. att-im sdb

any man

‘Any man/ any one’
c. atat deyng

some boys

‘Some boys’

As it is stated in Baye (1988), the reference of the nouns in (5) above is to any number of the
class denoted by the head noun’. Furthermore, quantifiers such as in (6) below, are used to
show that a noun is indefinite. According to Lyons (1977:455) quantifiers, which are used to *
to produce expressions whose reference is determined in terms of size of the set of individuals
or in terms of the amount of substance that is being referred to.” Quantifiers, like articles can

be classified into definite and indefinite quantifiers. See the examples in (6)

(6) k’dri ‘some’
kK’dri annu ‘some milk’
hit’ik’e ‘a few/little’

hit'ik’e wiya
hami?ad®

hami?ad ihd

‘a few/little honey’
‘a lot of/many’

‘a lot of water’

v

d. att bir¢’¢’ik’o annu

one glass milk ‘one glass of milk’

7 According to Baye (1988), These forms are used to initiate discourse or to introduce new information.
® The quantifier /hami?ad/ is used to expresses a large quantity of the noun in the collective as in hami?ad dwan

‘a large number of/ lots of donkeys’, hami?ad sib ‘a large number of/ lots of men’.
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e. $075t [lonya sinne  ‘three sacks of wheat’
three sacks wheat
f. wir?et firdz ‘two horses’

two horse

The nouns in (6-c) above are indefinite quantifiers, occurring with [-COUNTABLE] nouns
while those given in (5d-e) are definite quantifiers, for the nouns are made definite by using

measure phrases and the cardinal numerals as in (5f).

2.1.4 Case

Case is a grammatical function, which characterizes the syntactic relationships of nouns in a
sentence. Anderson (1971: 10-11) case as a “grammatical relation contracted by nouns which
express the nature of their ‘participation’ in the ‘process’ or ‘state’ represented in the sentence
(and/or by phrase) and which are represented superficially in various fashion, including

inflectionally and by pre and post positions.”

Traditionally, case has been considered as ‘Syntactic’ and ‘Semantic’ which are termed as
‘core’ and ‘peripheral’ by Blake (1994). The core or ‘Syntactic’ cases according to Blake
(1994:34) are nominative, accusative, and dative cases while the genitive, instrumental,

locative, ablative, etc... cases are semantic or ‘peripheral’ cases.

2.1.4.1 Nominative Case

A noun or a pronoun is said to be nominative when it assumes the syntactic role of a subject.
The nominative case in Endegan is not overtly marked, since there is no formal difference

between nouns or pronouns assuming the syntactic position of subjects and their
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corresponding citation forms. Nouns are licensed as subjects by the subject pronominal
suffixes in the verb (See Chapter four). Subject NPs are also identified by their position in
clause. A subject is always found at the beginning of a sentence as the following examples in

(7) shows.

(7) a. bahiru mod-i

Bahiru die-3mss-perf.
‘Bahiru died

b. ahd  ambas dttir-ha
you (2ms) he lion kill-2mss-perf
‘You killed a lion’

c. girad §idd &d-firdz siyd- ¢ci
girl- def- acc-horse buy-3fss-perf

‘The girl bought a horse’

As it is shown in (7, a-c) proper names, pronouns and common nouns have the syntactic role

of subjects, without an overt morpheme marking them as nominatives.

2.1.4.2 Accusative Case

In transitive constructions, there are two noun phrases with the semantic roles of agent and
patient. Syntactically, an agent is associated with subject and patient with object. As it is
stated in Comrie (1981), in languages where grammatical roles are marked through
inflections, the accusative case is described as being the direct object. In Endegan, accusative

case is marked with the morpheme {&-}. The accusative case marker, however, may or may
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not appear overtly, since it is governed by the semantic and morphological features of the NPs

to which is attached. Compare the examples in (8), (9) and (10).

() a. §idd &d-hudi attir-acci-n-u

she acc-he kill- 3fss-acc-3mso.
‘She killed him’

b. ambis -hudd &-girdd-Sidd nidkéss- 4 —n-aa
lion - def acc-girl-def bite - 3mss- acc-3fso
‘The lion bit the girl’

c. kdbddd 4 — bahiru ak’urain-d-n-u
Kebede acc- Bahiru chase — 3mss-acc — 3mso

‘Kebede chased Bahiru’

As shown in (8), the accusative case marker is overtly realized in nouns, which are specified
for the feature [+HUMAN, +DEFINITE]. Thus, the accusative case marker {4-} is suffixed to
proper names and pronouns, which are inherently definite, and to definite nouns. However,
inanimate and indefinite inanimate nouns do not take the accusative marker {4-}. Observe the

examples in (9) below.

9) a. ahd  bawird siyd —hid

you (2ms) ox buy — 2mss-perf.
‘You bought an ox’

b. girma wairrange enzz- i
girma fox catch — 3mss-perf.

‘Girma caught a fox’
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c. gérid §idé anfu asiya-cei
girl- def milk sell-3fss-perf

‘The girl sold milk.’

In (9a-c), the accusative case marker {&-} is not prefixed to the nouns /bawird/ ‘ox’ /wirdnge/
‘fox’ and /aniiu/ ‘milk’. This is because, the object nouns in (9a-b) are indefinite and the
object noun in (9c¢) is inanimate. In definite animate objects, however, the accusative case

marker surfaces as in (10) below:

(10) a. ahd d-bawir-huda siyd-hd-n-u
you (2ms) acc- ox-the sell-2ms-acc-3mpo-perf.
‘You sold the ox’
b. kebed d-t’ay-Sidid attar-d-n-aa
kebede sheep(she)-def kill-3ms-acc-3fpo

‘Kebede killed the sheep’

As shown in the examples (8),(9)and (10)above, The accusative case marker is overtly
realized with NPs which are both [+ANIMATE] and [+DEFINITE]in object position. Thus, it
can be said that animacy and definiteness are central to the overt realization of the accusative
case marker {4-} and the object marker {-n-} in the verb, which are overtly realized when

there is a definite animate noun in object position.

2.1.4.3 The Genitive case

In languages where grammatical relations are inflectionally marked, the genitive case

expresses relations of possessions, source, temporal, purpose, instrumental, etc...(Crystal,
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1997). In Endegan, possessive genitive is the same in pronouns and nouns and there are two
ways of expressing the genitive case. One is by using the possessive suffixes of the pronoun

whereas the other is by using the particle {&-}.

There are ten different possessive suffixed pronouns. The suffixes are presented in the table

below:

Person Singular Plural
lgt e M W oee os _es _es
-4nna -4nird
2" mas. -ahi -ahu
fem. -as(i) -aha
rd . .
3" mas. -uhi -hino
Fem. -§84 -hinna

Table (3) Possessive suffix of the pronoun

The above listed possessive suffixes of the pronoun are all attached to the possessed nouns as

shown in (11).

(11) a. bid-idnna ward-hu
house-my went-1ss
‘I went to my house’

b. abo-$§4 molJl-u-m
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father-her (3f) died-3mp-mvm

‘Her (3fs) father died’

C. en-asi nu?-n
eye-your (2fs) big-COPULA
‘Your eyes are big’

d. iyd bawir-uhd siyi-hu
I —ox-his (3sm) sell-1ss

‘I sold his (3sm) ox.’

The noun phrases in bold in (11a-d) above, are nouns with possessive genitive suffixes’. The
other way of showing the possessive relations is by prefixing the particle {4-} with the

possessor noun. Consider the examples in (12)

(12) a. a-iya [i7y4d] fardz
of- I horse ‘My horse’
b. d-adod-inna [a:dodinni] bid
of —mother- my house ‘My mother’s house’
c. a-faraz agir
of —horse leg ‘leg of a horse’
d. a-mist-uhd wag
of —wife-his (3ms) money ‘His (3ms) wife’s money’
e. a- 2atam-anira mis
of —sister-our husband ‘our sisters husband’
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As shown in (12,a-e) above, {4-} is prefixed to personal pronouns, indefinite pronouns and

nouns.

Similarly, source, purpose and locative genitives are marked by the morpheme {&-}, which

has different meanings according to the type of genitive it expresses.

13) a.

4 — anaw anfu
of — cow milk
i — sinnay dabbo
of — wheat bread
a-birid sat’in
of — iron box
a-Sirid lemat
for-food plate
a-k’ibe gdmbi
for- butter pot
A4-arsi [4:r$a] bawird
for-ploughing (n) ox
a-bid ec’¢’d

for-house wood

‘Cow’s milk/milk from a cow’

‘Bread of wheat/bread made of wheat’

‘box made of iron’

‘a plate (used) for food’

‘ a pot (used) to store butter’

‘an ox used for ploughing’

‘a wood for constructing a house/a wood used

for fire’

 Whenever there is an impermissible sequence of consonant clusters as in (11(a) and (c)), the epenthetic vowel

[1] is inserted.
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As it is shown in (13,a-c), the morpheme {4-} shows source genitive, and in (13d-e) it shows

instrumental genitive, while in (13,f-g) it expresses purpose and/ or instrumental genitive.

2.1.4.4 The Dative case

As stated in Palmer (1994:31), the dative case “refers to entities, usually animates, that are
indirectly affected by the action of the verb.” It pertains the indirect object of a sentence and

is marked by the morpheme {4-}. Examples are provided in (9) below:

9) a. mis- hudé 4 — giyd dzaf amm- d-n-u
man- he (def) dat- dog food give-3mss-acc- 3mso-perf
“The man gave food to the dog’
b. girma &-mdisfin tarik edd —d —n-u
Girma dat- mesfin story tell — 3mss-acc-3mso-perf
‘Girma told a story to Mesfin’
C. mis -hudé d-adod-uhd bid siy-d-hinaa
boy —he (def) dat-mother-his house buy-3mss-3fpo-perf
‘The man bought a house to his mother’
d. kdbedd &- Sidd ihd amd?-d-n-aa
kebede dat-her(3fs) water bring-3mss-acc-3fso-perf

‘kebede brought water to her’

As shown in (8a-d) above, the dative marker {&-} is prefixed to proper nouns, common nouns

and pronouns assuming the role of the indirect object.
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2.1.5 Semantic cases

The semantic case refers to a case, which is assigned by using ad-positions (pre-and post
positions) instead of inflections, thereby assigning different semantic roles to nouns or
pronouns. Thus, ad-positions are heads in the ad-positional phrases and express semantic
cases such as direction, location, and instrumental. The commutative, instrumental and
ablative cases are expressed by prepositions or combination of pre- and post-positions. The

same prepositional morpheme can also assign different semantic cases.

2.1.5.1 Instrumental Case

The instrument with which an action is performed is marked by the prepositional morpheme

{béd-} prefixed to nouns.

(10) a. bd — ginzo 4-y#d?i-hudé ant’-4-hd
ins — ax -acc-tree cut-2mss
‘You cut the tree with an ax’

b. bi — birdd gonc dttar-dnd
ins- gun hyena killed-1ps
‘We killed a hyena with a gun.’

C. abo-nii d-giyid ba-firdaz-uhd war-i
father-my to-market by-horse-his go-3mss

‘My father went to the market by his horse’

2.1.5.2 The ablative case

33



The ablative case shows movement from a place. It is marked by the prepositional morpheme

{td-}, indicating place of departure as in (11) below:

(11) a. td — gdyd mi?a-hu

loc- market come-1ss-perf.
‘I came from the market’

b. adod-asi sine td- dink’ula siyi-¢¢i
mother-your (2fs) wheat from-dinkula buy-3fss-perf
“Your (2fs) mother bought wheat from Dinkula’

c.  abo-iifid ta-drs-uhd [tarSuhd]'® ma?-d
father-my from-farm-his come- 3mss-perf.

‘My father came from his farm’

2.1.5.3 Locative case

The locative case encompasses destination, static and fixed location.

2.1.5.3.1 Destination (to)

The location to which someone or something moves to is indicated by using the combination
of the pre- and post- positions {4-} and {-e} prefixed and suffixed to the nouns respectively.

See example (12) below:

(12) a. d-bid- e-nna ward-hu

to-house —loc-my-go-1ss-perf

' Whenever the ablative case marker {ti-} is prefixed to nouns beginning in vowels, the /i/ of the ablative

marker is deleted.
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‘I went to my house’
b. d-ginn-e yi-wir?-u-de
Countryside —loc 3mp-go-3mp-df.
‘They will go to the countryside’
c. d-gidan-e witd?-d
to-down — loc fall-3sm-perf.

‘He fell downward’

2.1.5.3.2 Static Location.

Static location is marked by the morpheme {ba-}. See example (13) below:

(13) a.  béd- bid-dssd

loc- house-her
‘In/on her hose’

b. bi- [Nonya-huda
loc- sack-def.
‘In/ on the sack’

c. bi- sat’in annid
loc — box —exists

‘It is in/ on a box’

In example (13 a —c), the morpheme {bi-} only designates a fixed or static location. As a
result, it fails to indicate the precise location of a person or an object denoted by the noun.
Therefore, adverbial expressions such as /késin/ ‘inside’, /for/ ‘on’, /ini/ ‘under’ /yifitiyift/ ‘in
front of” are used to specify the precise locations of a noun. The precise location of the nouns

in (14 b and c) for instance, can be specified and expressed as follows;
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(14) a. bi- jonya késin sinne anni
loc-sack -in wheat exists
‘There is wheat in the sack’

b. ginzo-hudi bé- sat’in for anna
ax-def-loc- box — on exists
‘The ax is on the box’
c. ti-bid-dnird  yiftyift

from-house-our in front of

‘In front of our house’

2.1.5.4 Commutative Case

The commutative case is used to indicate with whom an entity is located (Blake, 1994). It is

marked by the morpheme {ti-} as shown in (16) below.

(16) a. td- bahiru warrd-hu

com — Bahiru go-1ss
‘I went with Bahiru’

b. td- dob -dhd mi?a-¢¢i
com.- relative- your(2sm) come-3fss
‘She came with your relative’

c. td- miSt-uhid dards-hi
com.- wife- his dance-2mss

‘You danced with his wife’
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The morpheme {4-} of Endegan, as it is illustrated above, is used to mark different cases.
Hence, it can be considered as a homophones morpheme since it is attached to different bases
bearing different meanings. Thus, the meaning of one of the forms can only be differentiated

from the others by the meaning of the noun to which the morpheme is attached.

Expressing different cases with a homophonous morpheme is a common feature across the
Western Gurage languages, (see Leslau, 1992 for Enemmor and Chaha case markers. see also
Lyons, 1968:293). In Endegan, for instance, the morpheme {i-} is attached to different bases
yielding three different meanings. The morpheme can be attached to a possessor noun
marking the genitive case, it marks accusative case when attached to an NPs functioning as
direct object in clause, it also marks the dative case when attached to NPs serving as indirect
object in clause. Similarly, the morpheme {bé-} can be prefixed to mark Instrumental case as
shown in (2.1.5.1), and static location as in (2.1.5.3.1). Furthermore, the morpheme {ti-}
marks source or place of departure (2.1.5.2), while it simultaneously encodes the commutative
case when prefixed to [+HUMAN] nouns as in (2.1.5.4). This phenomenon may be attributed
to the fact that there are only three prepositions {ba-},{td-}and {&-}in Endegani which are
used for different cases. And as it is stated above, the meaning of the forms can be deduced

from the meaning of the noun to which they are attached.

To sum up, in this section, we have seen that Endegan nouns are not inflected for number
(except in one instance) gender and definiteness. However, agreement phenomenon and
morpho-syntactic processes signal such features. Furthermore, different cases of Endegan
have been identified and discussed. The language, as far as this study is concerned does not

have inflectional morphemes for the features singulative, augmentative and diminutive cases.
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2.2. Noun Derivation

This section deals with the nominal derivation of Endegaf. There are few morphemes, which
derive nouns from other word classes such as verbs and adjectives or from other nouns.
Nouns derived from verbs, adjectives and other nouns can be classified as abstract, gerundive,

manner, group identity, result nominals, agentive and instrumental nominals.

2.2.1 Abstract Nominals

Abstract nominals are derived by suffixing the morpheme / -néd/ to nouns and adjectival bases.
Thus, the inputs are either adjectives or [-ABSTRACT] nouns, and the outputs are nouns that

are abstract. The example in (17) and (18) below illustrates the derivation of such nouns.

2.2.1.1. Derivation of [+ abstract] nouns from [- abstract] nouns

(18) Noun stem  Gloss Abstract Gloss
nominal

a. abo ‘father’ abo- nidd ‘fatherhood’
b. adod ‘mother’ adod- nid ‘motherhood’
c. besi “friend’ bes- nid “friendship’
d. dob ‘relative’ dob- nid ‘relationship’
e. siw ‘man’ sdw-nad ‘manhood’

f. mist ‘woman’ miSt-nid ‘womanhood’

2.2.12. Derivation of [+ abstract] nouns from Adjectives
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(19) Adjective Gloss Abstract Gloss

Nominal
a.awizi ‘foolish’ awiz-nid ‘foolishness’
b. mo? ‘good’ mo?- nid ‘goodness’
C. uru ‘near’ ur- nid ‘nearness’
d. zigd ‘poor’ zig-nid ‘poorness’
e. dek ‘tall’ dek-nid ‘tallness’
f. nu? ‘big’ nu?-nid ‘bigness’

As it can be seen from (17 a-e and 18 a-e), the suffix {-ndd} is a noun suffix, which changes
[-ABSTRACT] nominals into [+ABSTRACT] nouns. Semantically, the morpheme expresses
the notion ‘ the fact of being x’. Furthermore, as it can be seen in (17) and (18), a word final
vowel is dropped before the abstract nominal marker. The epenthetic vowel [i] is inserted
between the base and the derivational suffix in surface forms if the base ends in consonant
and whenever a word final vowel is deleted. Hence, /awiz&d/ in (17a.) for instance, is realized

as [awiZindd].

2.2.2. Gerundive Nominal

Gerundive nominals are derived from verb stems by using a discontinuous morpheme
{4....ut}. Such nominals are used to express process or action of verbs from which they are

derived. See the examples in (20) below.

(20) Verb root Gloss Derived form Gloss

a. S-7-1- ‘ask’ d-sd?4dr-ut [dsd?art] ‘asking/to ask’
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b. t-m-1- ‘learn’ d-tdmar-ut [dtdmart] ‘learning/to learn

C. g-d-r- ‘sleep’ d-gidar-ut [dg" jrt] ‘sleeping/to sleep’
d. z-k-1- ‘jump’ d-zikdr-ut [azik"rt] ‘jumping/to jump’
e. b-?-n- ‘eat’ A-wir?-ut [Awir?" t] ‘eating/to eat’

f. z-1-f- ‘rob’ Azirfa—ut [4zirf" t] ‘robbing/to rob’

g. k-f-t- ‘open’ akafat-ut [ak" " ¢t ‘opening/to open’

The derivation of gerundives involves a complex process of labialisation and palatalization.
According to Hetzron (1977:45), in some morphological conditions, labialisation of the
relatively last non-coronal consonant of the verbal word takes place“. Hetzron (1972, 1977)
termed this process internal labialisation (IL). He also claims that labialisation is triggered by
“the absorption of an originally suffixal —u.” Furthermore, if the last consonant preceding the
affix is palatalizable, (i.e. if it is a dental consonant), the process of end palatalization (EP)
takes place. Thus, the process of labialisation is concomitant with palatalization and in all

cases internal labialisation is always followed by end palatalization.

Based on the above facts, the generalization that can be made regarding the data in (20) is that,
both (IL) and (EP) play crucial role in the derivation of gerundives, and that Hetzron’s
argument exactly predicts the process of labialisation and palatalization. As to the
discontinuous morpheme {i...ut}, my assumption is that, the /u/ of the suffix {...ut} floats so
that it can labialise the right most non-coronal consonants in the verbal words. The evidence
for this comes from the fact that if there are non-coronal labializable consonants as in (20a-

b), internal labialisation is not applied. Furthermore in Endegan, a labial harmony may affect
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any non-coronal consonant before most suffixes containing a round element (Cf Hetzron,

1977:47) and labial harmony as it is shown in (20c-g) is also extended to the vowels i.e. non

back vowels are changed to back vowel /u/ as a result of vowel harmony.

2.2.3 Group identity nominal

These are nominals that are used to refer to members of a certain group, or to the activities of

that selected group. The morpheme {-@nd} is used to derive such kinds of nominals in

Endegai. See example (21) below.

(21) Nominal base Gloss
men ‘work’
dis ‘song’
firdz ‘horse’
ugat ‘hunt’

2.2.4Agent Nominals

Derived forms
men- 4nd
dis- dnd
fardz- 4id

ugat-ana

Gloss
‘worker’
‘singer’
‘horse man’

‘hunter’

Agentive nominals designate the doer of an action that a verb denotes. In Endegan, agentive

nominals are expressed by using relativized phrases. Observe the examples in (22) below.

(22)

' According to Hetzron (1977,and 2000), this process is only found in the tt-languages in the formation of

impersonals.
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Root Derived stem Gloss Agent nominal
Gloss

n-t’-k’ nit’ak’ ‘snatch’ 4-nat’ik’ (sidb) ‘snatcher’

k’-bb-r kédbbar ‘burry’ d-k’dbbar (sidb) ‘burrier’

¢-w-t cawat ‘il 4-¢’dwac (sdb) ‘tiller’

n-m-d namad ‘love’ d-ndmid (sdb) ‘lover’

As it shown in (22 a-d) above, agentive nominals are expressed by using the relativizer /4-/

attached to a relativized form of the verb. The lexical item /sdb/ ‘person’ is an optional

element. Such agentive nominals are common in other Gurage clusters'?.

2.2.5 Result Nominal

Such nominals are those that refer to the outcome or product of certain actions. The result

nominal is derived from the verb roots by the suffix {-at}. Examples are provided in (23)

below:
(23) Verb root Result nominal
a. b-r-? biri?-at
b. m-r-? miri?-at
¢ .mik- mik-at
d. gir- gir-at

Gloss

‘happiness’
‘blessing’
‘problem’

‘satiety’

12 See Alemayehu (2000) for Kistane; See also Hetzron (1977) for other Guurage languages.
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As it is shown in (23a-d), the morpheme {-at} derives result nominal from verb roots. There
are two stem patterns here the first is CvC(C)vC-(22a-b), while the second pattern is a CvC-

pattern (22c-d).

2.2.6 Instrumental and Manner Nominals

Manner nominals refer to the way something is done, while instrumental nominal expresses
the instruments with which one performs an action. Both instrumental and manner nominalas
in Endegan are expressed by using phrases and not with distinctively recognizable
morpheme. Birhanu (1999) however, has identified a discontinuous morpheme {i...
i?4}which, he claimed, could derive manner nominal, from verb stems. In the present study,
the forms identified by Birhanu (1999) are completely incorrect to the extent that they were

rejected by my informants. Consider the examples provided in (24) and (25) below:

(24)  Verb Stem Gloss Instrumental Gloss

nominal
a t’dn- ‘hit”  &-t’dn-ko ‘an instrument used for hitting’
b se¢’¢’ ‘drink’ d-se¢’¢’-ko ‘an instrument used for drinking’
c fans- ‘dig’ @-fan$-ko ‘an instrument used for digging’
d ¢in- ‘sit” d-Cédn-ko ‘an instrument used for sitting’
(25) Verbstem Gloss Manner Gloss

nominal

a. drsi- ‘plough’ d-ars-bo ‘way/manner of ploughing’
b. cén- ‘sit’ d-¢in-bo ¢ way/manner of sitting’
c. bid™n- ‘eat’ d-wir?-bo ‘way/manner of eating’

' Similar situation is observed in other West Gurage and Northern Gurage languages (Hetzron, 1977).
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d. se¢’¢’- ‘drink’ d-sec’¢’-bo] ‘way/manner of drinking’

As it is shown in (24) above, the instrumental and manner nominal are expressed by using
relative phrases, in which {4-} is a relativizer. The difference between the two forms lies on
the types of morphological element they attach as a suffix nominal. Manner nominals take the
postposition /-bo/ ‘with’, and instrumental nominal takes the postposition /-ko/ ‘like’.
Furthermore, The epenthetic vowel /i/ is inserted so as to avoid impermissible sequence of

consonants. The surface form for (24c.) for example, would be [dfansikodé?ar].

In this chapter, an attempt has been made to examine the inflectional and derivational properties of nouns in Endegan. In the discussion
regarding inflections, we have seen inflections for gender, case, number, definiteness, and case. In Endegan, gender and number (except in
limited kinship terms) are not expressed inflectionally. The definite article is expressed by independent or suffixed pronouns. Furthermore, it
has been also shown that case markers are prepositions that are homophonous. The second section of this chapter deals with the derivation of

abstract, gerundive, agentive, group identity, result and instrumental nominals.

CHAPTER THREE: PRONOUNS

In Endegan, personal pronouns are of two types, personal independent pronouns and suffixed
pronouns. The suffixed personal pronouns are subdivided into possessive, subject and object
pronoun suffixes. The former are attached to nouns while the latter are suffixed to verbs. (See

chapter four for the discussion on subject and object pronominal affixes.)
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3.1 Independent personal pronouns

Personal pronouns refer to a speaker, the person spoken to and others whose referents are
assumed to be known from the general context. There are three persons ( 1% 2" and 3™) each
with singular and plural and masculine and feminine counterparts. The absolute form of the

independent personal pronouns of Endegan are given in (1) below:

(1) Singular Plural
L. Tiyd ?ind
2.mas. ahid ahu
fem. ah-1i [?asi] ahaa
3.mas. h-u-td [hudi] hiné-u[h“ino]
fem. h-i-td [Sidd] hind-aa

Table (1):Independent personal pronouns.

The personal pronouns given in (1) above are morphologically complex. Their internal

structure along with the morphophonemic changes is presented in (2) below.

2) 2fem. /ah-1/ — [a$i]
3mas. /ht-u/ —/hid-u/~> [hudi]
fem. /ht-i/ — /hit-i/>/hidd/ — [Sidd]
2pm. /ah-nd-u/ — /ah-u/ — [?ahu]
2pf. /ah-ni-a/ — /ah-a/ — [?ahaa]
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3pm. /hi-nd-u/ — /hi-nid-u/ — /hino/ —[h"nno]

3pf. /hi-nid-a/ — /hi-néd-a/ — [hina]

As it is shown in (2) above, the pronouns in Endegani are internally complex. In 2sf, the
gender marker /-i / palatalizes the preceding consonant and hence /h—$§/. In 3s masculine
and feminine, the masculine suffix is /-u/ and the feminine /-i/ found between the third
person marker /h/ and the base /t/. Then /t/ in both forms is changed to /d/™ In 2pm and
feminine, the number marker /-nd-/ is deleted before the gender suffixes /-u/ and /-a/,
respectively. As a result, the feminine marker /-a/ is lengthened'®. In 3pm, the masculine
marker /-u/ is suffixed. Then /-u/ labialises the rightmost consonant, then, the combination
/d-u/ is realized as [o] due to vowel contraction. In the case of 3pf, first the gender marker
/-al is prefixed, then, the number marker /-né/ is deleted and as a result the 3pf marker is

lengthened.

3.1.1 Inflection of the personal pronouns

As it is stated above the independent personal pronouns in (1) are morphologically complex
and hence can further be analyzed for the grammatical categories of person, number and

gender.

14 Leslau (1992) and Hetzron (1977,1972) claimed that originally the 31 person masculine and feminine
pronouns were huta and hita respectively. And the /t/ in both cases becomes voiced /d/. According to Hetzron
(1977:49-52), there is a root consonant alternation in most of the Gurage languages and such kinds of strong

/weak qualitative alternations are widely attested phenomena in Western Gurage languages.

46



3.1.1.1 Person

The person markers, which are also the bases to which number and gender markers are
attached are {7i-}for first person singular and {7i- }for first plural, {?ah-}for second persons,
and {h~t}which is realized as {§-}stands for third person feminine. The third person marker
{hidd-} becomes discontinuous in third masculine and feminine singular, for the gender
marker affixes {-u-} and {-i-} are infixed between the roots of the third person, from their
original suffixal position. The evidence for this comes from Ge’ez and Tigrd where the former
has [wi?it-u] ‘he’ and the latter [hit-u] (Leslau,1992:570, See also Hetzron, 1977:59 ). Thus,
gender markers for third person singular are not infixes originally but are claimed to be

suffixes.

3.1.1.2 Number

The singular in Endegan is unmarked whereas first plural is marked by the morpheme {-ni-},
which is deleted in all the other plural persons followed by the gender markers as shown in (2)

above.

3.1.1.3 Gender

The masculine gender is indicated by the morpheme {-u} in the second and third masculine
plural. In third masculine plural, the masculine marker {-u} labialises the /h/ of the third

person masculine and changes the vowel /4/ to /o/ for the reasons of vowel harmony. The

'S Long vowels in Western Gurage languages may arise either from deletion of intervocalic, prevocalic or post

vocalic consonants or from contraction of short vowels.(Cf.Leslau,1992 and also Hetzron 1977)
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feminine is marked by the morpheme {-i} in the second and third person singular and by {-

aa} in the second and third plural.

3.2 Possessive Pronouns

Possessive pronouns in Endegan are formed by attaching the possessive prefix {4-} to the

base of the pronoun as shown in (3) below.

3)
Singular Gloss  Plural Gloss
1. d-iya [i1Myd] ‘my’ d-innd [i?inni] ‘our’
2 mas. d-ahd [a?ahd] ‘your’ d-ahu [a?ahu] ‘your’
fem. #-aSi[a?a8i] ‘your’ d-ahaa [a?ahaa] ‘your’
3mas. &d-huda ‘his’® d-hunno ‘their’
fem. 4-Sida ‘her’ d-hinaa ‘their’

Table (2) Possessive pronouns

As it is shown in (3) above, the possessive affix {&d-} changes its vocalic quality. In first
person singular and plural the marker {&-} assimilates to the word initial vowel and a glottal
stop is inserted between the two short vowels'®. In all the other persons where the word initial
vowel is /a/, the possessive suffix assimilates to the initial vowel of the pronouns and as a

result there occurs vowel lengthening”.

'® The /2/ which is inserted between the possessive suffixes and the initial vowel is the original initial consonant
which surfaces whenever there is a prefix (Cf. Leslau, 1992). In all other cases, the glottal stop is deleted fro m
surface phonetic representations except in first person singular and plural forms only.

7 Note that the possessive suffix /d-/ does not change its quality in pronouns having an initial consonant.
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Furthermore, for every independent personal pronouns of Endegan, there is a corresponding

possessive suffix pronoun. Hence, possession can also be expressed by using the suffixed

possessive affixes of the pronoun as shown in (4).

“4)

Person Singular Plural

1. -4nna -4nird
2 mas. -ahi -ahu
fem. -asi -ahaa
3 mas. -uhi -hunno
fem. -4884d -hinna:

Table (3) Suffixed possessive pronouns

As shown above, the possessive suffixes of the pronouns are identical with the independent

personal pronoun forms except for the first singular and plural, and third singular which are

different from their corresponding independent forms'®.

The possessive suffixes are attached to nouns as shown below in (5).

Person Singular _ Gloss Plural
Gloss
1™ bid-anna ‘my house’ bawir-dnird  ‘our ox’
2" mas. bid-aha ‘your (2sm) house’  bid-ahu ‘your (2mp) house’
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fem. adod-aSi ‘your (2sf) mother’  bid-ahaa ‘your (2fp) house’
3" mas. mist-uhd ‘his wife’ 4¢¢-hino ‘their (m.) son’
fem. abo-4ssi ‘her father’ wag-hinaa ‘their (f.) money’
In the case of the first person possessive pronoun, the number marker /-ni/ is realized as /-rd/
because of the consonant alternation between /n/ and /r/ which is common in Western Gurage
languages (Leslau, 1992; Hetzron, 1977). The epenthetic vowel /i/ appears in the surface form
so as to avoid consonant clusters. The suffixed pronouns are used in the formation of reflexive

pronouns (See section 3.4) and possessive genitives.

3.3 Demonstrative pronouns

In Endegan, there are only two demonstrative pronouns /wa/ ‘this/these’ and /ha/ ‘that/those’,
without showing agreement in number as the same form is used to refer to singular and plural

nouns as in (6) below.

(6) a. ha 4¢¢ ‘that boy’
ha deying ‘those boys’
b. wa mist ‘this woman’
wa ins ‘these women’

The demonstratives attach /d4/ whenever they occur independently. Thus, /wadi/ is ‘this one/

these ones’ and /hadé/ is ‘that one /those ones’ where the gender is considered as masculine

'8 Hetzron (1972:34), states that the independent second person pronouns may have come from their

corresponding possessive suffixes.
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by default. As shown above, the demonstrative pronouns do not exhibit inflectional

morphemes to mark grammatical categories such as number and gender.

3.4 Reflexive pronouns

Reflexive pronouns are formed by using the word /gdg/ which means ‘self’, to which are
attached possessive suffixes to render the meaning ‘one self’. The word /gupé/, which has a
similar meaning with /gidg/ ‘self’, can also be used in the formation of reflexive pronouns.

Consider the examples in (7) and (8) below.

(7
Singular Plural
1. gig-anni ‘myself’ gig-anird ‘ourselves’

self-my self-our

2m. gig-ahd yourself’ gig-ahu ‘yourself’
self-you (2m) self-you (2mp)

f. gig-asi ‘yourself’ gig-ahaa ‘yourself’
self-you (2f) self- you (2fp)

3m. gig-uhid ‘himself’ gig-hunno[gigihuno] ‘themselves’
self-con-his self-they (m)

f. gig-assi ‘herself’ gig-hinaa [gigihin&i] ‘themselves’

self-her self-they (f.)

Similarly, as stated above reflexives are also formed by using /gupé/ as in (8) below.

&) a. gup-anni ‘I myself’
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b. gup-asi [gupdmasi] ‘She herself’

c. gup-uhd [gupdmuhi] ‘He himself’

Reflexive pronouns, as shown in (7) and (8) above, are formed by using either /gigg/ or
/gupd/. Where there is cluster of consonants, the epenthetic [i] is inserted. Furthermore, word
final vowels are deleted when an affix, which starts with a vowel, is attached to them, as the

language does not allow sequence of vowels.

3.5 Reciprocal pronouns

Reciprocal action is indicated either by the morpheme {ti-}, prefixed to the second element of
the reduplicated pronouns, or by {ti-} attached to verbs to render reciprocity. The /-m/ is a

conjunction morpheme attached to join the elements as in (9) and (10) below.

9 a. hino-m -ti-hino ‘they(m.) each other’
they- con -rec.- they
b. hinna-m ti-hinna ‘they(f.) each other’

they- con- rec.-they

{td-}can also be attached to verbs to express reciprocity.

(10)  a. hino-m ti-hino td-dandg-u-m
they (m.)- con-rec.-they (m.) rec.hit-3pm-mvm ‘They hit each other’
b. hinaa-m té-hinaa tedanig-aa-m
they(f.)-con.-rec.-they(f.) hit-3pf-mvm ‘They hit each other’
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When the reciprocal morpheme is prefixed to a verb, reduplication of the independent
pronouns is optional. Furthermore, reflexives can be formed by using the reduplicated forms

of either /gig/ or /gupé/ followed by the suffixed possessive pronouns as in (11) below.

an a. gig-ti-gig-m-hino ‘They(m) each other’
self- rec-self-con- they (m)
b. gigti-gig-m-hinna ‘They(f.) each other’
self-rec-self-con- they (f.)
c. gupa-ti-gupd-m-anird ‘We each other’
self-rec-self-con-we (1p)
3.6 Indefinite pronouns

Indefinite pronouns in Endegaii are formed by using the words /d?ar/ which means ‘thing’ and

/sdb/ ‘body/person’ to different morphemes as in (12) below.

(13) a. att ‘a certain, some, one’
b. att- sib ‘somebody’
c. att-dd?ar ‘something’
d. att-att ‘some, several’
e. ma?in-im ‘whatever’
f. ma?n-im sib ‘whoever’
g. hi?in ‘all, whole’
h. hi?in sib ‘everybody’
i. hi?in-dd?ar  ‘every thing’
]- att-im sdb ‘nobody’
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As illustrated in (13), the quantifier /att-/ ‘one’ above with the noun /sib/ ‘person’ functions as indefinite pronoun. /att att/, in (13 b.) is
a quantifier resulting from the reduplication of /att/. /hi?in/ which means ‘all, whole’ also can be attached to /-dd?ar/ ‘thing’ or sib
‘person’. The conjunction /-m/ in /ma?n-im/, is a combination of the interrogative pronoun /ma?n/ ‘who’ and the bound morpheme
/m/. As shown in (13 e, f, i), /-m/ occurs as a linking element in indefinite pronouns used as a negative marker. The epenthetic vowel [i]

is inserted before /-m/ so as to avoid impermissible consonant cluster.

3.7 Selective and Non-selective pronouns

Pronouns, which refers to a particular person from an already existing whole or set is referred
to as ‘selective pronoun’. These pronouns have the meaning ‘some/ each one of you’, ¢ some/
each one of us’. Attaching the first, second and third person plural suffixes to the indefinite

pronoun /att-att/ which means ‘some’ forms selective pronouns as in the examples in (14)

below.

(14) a. att-att-anird ‘one of us’
b. att-att-ahu ‘one of you(pm.)’
C. att-att-dhaa ‘one of you(pf.)’
d. att-atthunno one of them(3pm.)’
e. att-att- hinna ‘one of them (3pf.)’

Non selective pronouns which are referred to as ‘pronouns of totality’ by Leslau (1981) are
formed by attaching the plural suffixed pronouns to the word /hi?in/ ‘all/every’ as in (17)

below.
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(15) a. hi?in-dnira ‘all of us’
b. hi?in-ahu ‘all of you(pm.)’
C. hi?in-haa ‘all of you (pf.)’
d. hi?in-hunno ‘all of you(3pm.)’
e. hi?in-hinna ‘all of you(3pf.)’

As shown above, the selective pronouns are formed by suffixing pronouns to the indefinite
pronoun /att-att/ ‘some’, whereas non—selective pronouns are formed by attaching the suffixed

plural pronouns to the indefinite pronoun /hi?in/, which means ‘all/ whole’.

3.8 Exclusive pronouns

Pronouns, which render the meaning ‘none of us’ and thereby excluding all or part of the
participants in a discourse are referred to as ‘exclusive pronouns’. Such types of pronouns in
Endegan are formed by suffixing the suffixed pronouns to the indefinite pronoun /att-im/
‘none’. The element /-m-/, occurs as a negative marker.. Such combinations are used to

denote the meaning ‘none’ as in the examples provided in (16) below.

(16) a. att-im-dnira ‘none of us’
b. att-im-ahu ‘none of you(mp.)’
C. att-im-ahaa ‘none of you(fp.)’
d. att-im-hino ‘none of them(3mp.)’
e. att-im-hinna ‘none of them(3fp.)
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3.9 Interrogative pronoun

The following are the interrogative pronouns of Endegan.

(19) a. ma?in ‘who’
b. mir ‘what’
C. 4-mir ‘why’
d. mic-rd/maca ‘when?’
e. ettdda ‘which’
f. ettdhd / bamir ‘how’
g. ett-e ‘where’
h. ett-add ‘which one?’

The pronouns are used in structures like those in (18) below.

(18) a. ma?in mod-i
who- die-3ms ‘Who died?’
b. mir ti-Si
what- 2ms-want ‘What do you want?’

d. d-mir t-Bek-i [tifek’]

for-what 2fs-cry-fss-imp. ‘Why do you (2fs) cry?’
e. ett-e wirr-a4

which —loc go-3sm-perf. ‘Where did he go?’
f. mié-ri'’ méi?a-ha

' See the discussion on adverbs in chapter five for more details.
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when-past come-2sm ‘When (past) did you come?’

g. maci t-mi?a

when (future) 2sm-come-imp ‘When (future) are you coming?’
h. bid-mir mod-i

for-what die-3sm-perf. ‘How did he die?’

As shown in (17d-h), some of the interrogative pronouns are combinations of different
morphemes. For instance, /4-mir/ is a combination of /mir/ ‘what’ and the preposition /4-/.
/béa-mir/ ‘how’ is also made up of the preposition /bi-/ and /mir/ ‘what’. Similarly, /ett-e/

‘where’ is the combination of /ett/ ‘where’ and the locative /-¢/.

To conclude, in this chapter, the different types of pronouns such as personal, demonstrative,
reflexive, reciprocal, interrogative, indefinite, ‘selective’, ‘non selective’ and exclusive are
discussed. Furthermore, person, number and gender markers of the personal pronoun have

been identified. Pronominal agreement affixes are presented in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER FOUR: VERBS

Endegan verbs, as in other Semitic languages - such as Amharic (Taddcsse, 1972; Baye,
1995), Tigriniya (Tesfay, 2002) and Gurage languages (Leslau, 1992; Hetzron, 1977), are
made up of a set of consonants, in which the basic meaning of the verb is contained and a set
of vowels, which are inserted between the constants of the root, thereby expressing
grammatical categories, such as aspect. Generally, it can be said that verbal structure in
Endegani consists of roots, an aspectual vowel, and pronominal affixes. This chapter examines

both the inflectional and derivational morphology of the language.

4.1Types of verbs

In Endegan, verb roots consist of mono- to qudri-radicals. However, as will be discussed,

most verbs are tri radicals. Examples from each group is presented in (1) below
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Verb class. Radical Stem Gloss
mono radical $- sa ‘want/ need’

bi- radical W-r ward ‘g0’
t'-nn t'dnna 'hit'
s-¢'¢’ se ¢'¢'d ‘drink’

tri-radicals k-ff-d kaffada ‘open’
b-7-n béd?ina ‘eat’
n-zz-z nizzazi 'dream’
s-7-r sd?ard ‘beg’
g-ff-r giffard ‘release’
g-tt-r gittira ‘sleep’
n-b-r nippira ‘reside’

Quadri radicals t-r-t-r tirattarad ‘rend’

m-s-k-r misakkdrd ‘testify’
g-f-g-f gafaggata 'geminate’

Some verbs, which synchronically seem to be mono-, bi- or quadri- radicals at their surface
representation are tri-radicals at the underlying level. Baye (1999) argues that the basic
radicals of Ethio- Semitic languages are tri-radicals in their underlying representation; the
distinction exists only at the surface level. Such types of verbs are formed either by root
reduction or extension. In Endegan, mono and/or bi radical verbs seem to have gone root
reduction at the surface level. Thus, mono and bi radical verbs are results of reduction of an
original second or third radical of the set /?,h,h,x/ or the glides /w/ and /y/ in the perfective
aspect. (See also Leslau, 1992; Degif, 1994) Some examples of reduced roots are given in (2)

below.

2) Reduced Root Perfective Basic Root Gloss

59



a. /-mm-/ [ ammal] /0-mm-[]/  /?ammi?a/ ‘back bite’
b. /d-k'/ [dak'd] /d-7--k'/ /dd?ak'a/ ‘laugh’

C. /g-d/ [akkadi] /?-g-d/ /?akkada/ ‘bind’

d. /d-g/ [attdgd] /h-d-g / / hattagd/ ‘threw’

All verbs (tri radicals) in Endegafi can have any consonant as their first radical except /r/ /1/*°.
If a tri radical verb begins with either /1/ or /l/, it is always realized as /n/. Furthermore, verbs

beginning with vowels are those, which have lost either one of the guttural or glide radicals of

the basic root’’.

The analysis in this study is only based on tri radical verbs since mono-, bi-, and quadri-

radicals are relatively rare in the language.

4.2. Stem classes

As mentioned in 4.1above, verbs in Endegaii, as in most Ethio-Semitic languages, can be
classified on the basis of their root radicals. In addition, Semitic verbs can be grouped on the
basis of their stem patterns, which particularly refers to the quality of the vowel inserted
between the first and third radicals. Here, gemination of the penultimate consonant in the

perfect, imperfect, jussive and mood is also taken into consideration.

*% Note that the alternation also applies to second radical /r/ and /I/ for there are very limited verbs having the
liquids as second radicals such as /k’drét’d/ ‘he levy dues’ and /zéldk’ 4/ ‘he entered/penetrated’. However, these
verbs are probably borrowings from Amharic.

2'In (2 ¢ and d) the voiced voiceless alternation is the result of the devoicing and gemination process; in which

original non-geminated voiced consonants are realized as geminated voiceless consonants (See Leslau,1992 ).
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Endegan verbs have been divided into types A, B and C on the basis of their vowel melody
and gemination of their second radicals (See Leslau, 1992; Rose, 1997). The structures of

those types of verbs are given in (3) below.

3) 1.Type A
Type A verbs are characterized by the vowel /4/ which occurs between the first and second
radicals in perfective and imperfective aspect but not in the jussive. Such verbs, as a rule, do
not have geminate second radical. There are however, some verbs with a geminate second
radical®, According to Leslau (1992), gemination and devoicing of the second radical in type
A verbs is characteristic of verbs, which had an original voiced non-geminate second
radical”. The evidence for this claim comes from the fact that in their corresponding
imperfective and jussive forms, the original non-geminate voiced radical reappears. Type A
verbs have the stem pattern -C14C,(C,)aCs, -C14C,C3, and -CqiC,C3 for the perfective,

imperfective and jussive forms respectively, as in the examples given below shows:

(3) Perfective Gloss Imperfective Gloss
nakkadd ‘he binded’ yindgd ‘he will bind’
assdrd ‘he tied’ yazir ‘he will tie’
gittdda ‘he tear’ yigadid ‘he will tear’
sdnnd?i ‘he stole’ yisdri? ‘he will steal’

2 As it is stated in Leslau (1992), geminated second radicals of Type A verbs should not be confused with type
B verbs, for their imperfective form exhibits the Geez pattern iqdtl ,thereby indicating such verbs are type A
verbs.

> Verbs that have a voiceless geminated second radical in the perfective show the original voiced non geminated
consonant, which are (kk<g, tt<d, ss<z, w<pp<w) in their imperfective form. Furthermore, the labial /pp<b/ is

realized as /w/ in the imperfective (Leslau, 1992).
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naddafa ‘he stung’ yinadf ‘he will sting’

kaffada ‘he opened’ yikafd ‘he will open’

Moreover, as it is stated in Leslau (1992:478), second radical liquids such as /1/ /n/ and /r/ are
realized as geminated /n/. In the imperfective and jussive forms, type A verbs do not geminate

their second radical, regardless of the type of the radical in the perfective.

(3) 2.Type B verbs
Type B verbs are characterized by the gemination of their second radical throughout the
verbal conjugation. Furthermore, they have either /e/ or /i/ between the first and second

radical in the perfective and imperfective aspects but /4/ in their jussive counterpart.

In verbs having a palatalizable initial consonant, like /d, t, t’, g, s and z/ there always occurs a
process of palatalization and as a result the front vowel is realized as /d/ after the
palatalization process. As it is stated in Rose (1997:14), in the absence of palatalizable
consonant initially, the penultimate, which is mostly a velar consonant, is palatalized.
However, in the absence of a palatalizable consonant, the front vowels reappear in the non-
geminating languages to which Endegan belongs. Type B verbs have the pattern -
C1eC,CaC;3, C1aC,C,C3, and C1aC,C,C3, in the perfective, imperfective and jussive stems

respectively as shown in the examples below

Perfect Imperfect Jussive Gloss

zeppérd [Zappiri] yiZAwir ya-zir ‘return, give back’
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maggiri yimaggir ya-mggir ‘mount a horse’

sekkdt’d [Sakkatd] yisakkit’ ya-skit’ 'trade’
teffara [Caffari] yicaffir ya-Caffir ‘take mouth full’
(3) 3.Type C Verbs

Type C verbs are characterized by the vowel /a/ after the first radical. Gemination of the
penultimate radical is attested in verbs having an original voiced consonant as in /sappér-/ /s-
b-1/ ‘break’. In others, the second radical is always a non-geminate as in /manihd/ ‘captured

in a war’ and /fafidi/ ‘made a hole by scratching’.

The stem pattern of type C verbs is -C;aC,C; 4C3, -C1aC,C3 and -C1aC,C; in the perfective,

imperfective and jussive forms respectively. Following are some examples:

Perfect Imperfect Jussive Gloss
manid-a yi-mand yd-mand ‘he traveled’
ass-a yi-gaz yd-gaz ‘see’
dappir-4 yi-dawir yi-dar ‘add’

4.3 Inflections

4.3.1 Pronominal Affixes

Agreement between subject, object and verb is expressed by pronominal affixes of person,

number, and gender. These affixes are highly dependent on the nature of aspect and tense of
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the verb. They are realized as suffixes only or as prefixes and suffixes combined. In the

following subsection, we will deal with such affixes.

4.3.1.1 Subject pronominal affixes
As it is stated above, subject pronominal affixes in Endegaii are of two types. They are
suffixed to verbs in the perfective and prefixed and suffixed in the imperfective and jussive

forms of a verb. The subject pronominal affixes for the perfective conjugation are given in

(4) below:

(4) A. Subject agreement affixes in the perfective aspect.

Singular Gloss Pural Gloss
1. sappir- hu 1 broke sappér-ni we broke’
2m. sappér-hd you (m.) broke sappédr-hu-m you(m) broke’
f. sappér-h-i [sapparis(i)] you(f) broke’ sappér-haa-m you(f) broke’
3m.  sappér-d he broke’ sappédr-u-m  they (m) broke’
f. sappér-t-i [sapparic(i)] she broke’ sappir-aa-m they (f) broke’

As shown in (4) above, a verb in the perfective aspect consists of a stem, an aspectual marker
/al and a pronominal suffix. Hence, in the singular conjugation, /-hu/ indicates first person, /-
hi/ second person masculine, and [-§i], which is a fusion or composite of the second person
marker /h/ and the feminine marker /i/, shows second person feminine. Third person
masculine is marked by the vowel /-4/ and feminine is indicated by the morpheme [-Ci], which
is again a composite of /-t/ and /i/ marking person and gender respectively. In the plural

conjugation, /-néd/ indicates first plural while /-h/ indicates second person, /u-/ /-aa-/, show
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second person masculine and feminine plural respectively. Third plural masculine is shown by
/-u/, and feminine /-aa-/. The /-m/ which is found in second and third masculine and feminine
plural suffixes were previously identified as person markers by Eyassu (1999) and Leslau
(1992). However, in this study it is treated not as a person marker but as a main affirmative
verb marker. Thus, unlike in other Gurage languages, the main affirmative verb marker /-m/in

Endegani occurs only in second and third masculine and feminine plural conj ugations.24

Furthermore, except the third person masculine, where a single pronominal affix /-4/ as in
/gass-d/ ‘he sang’ represents person, number and gender, at the same time, the rest of the
pronominal suffixes can further be analyzed as distinct person, number and gender affixes as

in (5) below:

Singular Plural
Person Gender person Gender/number
1. -hu (0] (0] -nd
2m -hi (0] h- u
£ h i h- aa
3m. -4 [0) 4] -u
f. -t -i (0] -aa

Table (1) Subject agreement affixes of the perfective aspect.

B. Subject agreement affixes in the imperfective aspect

** Independent affirmative indicatives are shown by the morpheme /-m/, which assumes the right most final
position, thereby distinguishing affirmative indicatives from subordinates, negatives and non indicatives
construction./-m/ is found with all the persons in the perfective conjugations of Chaha and Enemmor. (See

Hetzron, 1968 and 1972. see also Goldenberg, 1968)
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In section (4.3.1.1) above, we have dealt with subject agreement affixes in the perfective
paradigm. This section examines subject pronominal affixes in the imperfective paradigm.

Consider the paradigm in (6) below.

(6)
Singular Gloss Plural Gloss
1. M-dirg T (will) hit’ ni-didrg-nd ‘we(will) hit’
2mas. ti-dirg 'you(will) hit'  ti-dédrg-u ‘you (will) hit’
f.  ti-ddrg-i[tiddrg’] ‘you(will) hit'  ti-déirg-aa * you(will) hit’
3mas. yi-dirg ‘He(will) hit’ yi-ddrg-u ‘they(will)hit’
fem. ti-dirg ‘She(will) hit' yi-didrg-aa ‘they(will) hit’

As it is show above, the affixes indicating subject NPs are realized as prefixes or combination
of prefixes and suffixes following the stem. In the singular conjugation, subject NPs are
indicated by prefixes only. In the second person feminine, however, a combination of both
prefix and suffix, indicating person and gender respectively, is used. In the plural
conjugations on the other hand, person markers occur as prefixes while number and gender
markers are suffixed to the stem. The following table illustrates person, numbers and gender

markers in the imperfect.

(7 Singular Plural
Person Gender Person Gender/ number
1 i- (0] né- -nd
2mas. t- (0] t- u
fem. t- -i t- -aa
3mas. y-. 9] y- -u
fem.  t- (0] y- -aa
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Table ( 2) subject agreement affixes of the imperfective aspect.

C. Subject Agreement affixes in the jussive

Subject NP markers in the jussive are as shown in (8) below for the verb stem /dénéig-/ ‘hit’.

(8) a. ni-dirg

Is.- hit 'let me hit'
b. yi- dirg

3ms. — hit ‘let him hit’
c. ta-dirg

3fs.- hit ‘let her hit’
d. ni-dirg-né [ nadirgina ]

Ip.- hit -Ip. let us hit’

€. yi-dirg-u [yadirg"]

3mp-hit-3mp. 'let them (m) hit'
f.  yi-dirg-aa
3pf. - hit - 3fp. ‘let them (f) hit’

The person, number and gender markers in the jussive are listed in table (3) below.
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Singular Plural

Person Person Number / gender
1 né- né- -néd
3mas. yé- yé- -u
3fem. ti- yé- -aa

Table (3) person, number and gender in the jussive

In the jussive, person is marked by prefixes while number and gender are shown by suffixes.
First person singular and plural are marked by /né-/. Third singular masculine is marked by
/yé-/ while third feminine is marked by /td-/. Third person plural masculine and feminine are
both marked by /yd-/. Number/ gender is marked by suffixes. Thus, /-nd/ marks first person

plural while /-u/ and /-aa/ shows third person plural masculine and feminine respectively.

So far, we have seen subject agreement affixes in the perfective, imperfective and jussive
forms. We have also observed that subject markers in the perfective aspect are suffixes while
they are prefixes and suffixes in the imperfective and jussive conjugation. The following table

summarizes the subject NP affixes found in the perfective, imperfective and jussive forms.

Singular Perfect Imperfect Jussive
1 -hu 7- ni-
2mas -hd ti- ()

fem. -3(31) ti...d 0]

3mas. -4 yi- yi-

fem. -4¢¢ t- ta-

68



Plural

1 -néd nd...nd nd...nd
2mas. -hu ti---u 0]

fem. -haa ti- - -aa @
3mas. -u yi----u yi- - -u
fem. -aa yi- - - -aa yéd- - aa

Table (4) person, number/ gender in the perfective, imperfective and jussive.

4.3.1.2 Object pronominal affixes

Unlike subject pronominal affixes, object pronominal affixes are all realized as suffixes. They
occur following the subject agreement affixes and express head-complement relations. These

suffixes can be further classified as direct and indirect object affixes.

4.3.1.2.1 Direct object Affixes

The direct object suffixes as shown in table (4), exhibit singular and plural forms.

Singular Plural
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Perfect Imperfect Prefect Imperfect.

1 -fi~-y(e) -ni ~e -nird -nird

2mas -n-ahd ~kkéa -n-ahd ~kka -n-ahu ~kku -n-ahu ~-kku
fem -8(i) -$(i) ~kki -n-ahaa ~kka -n-ahaa ~-kka

3mas.  -n-u ~y -n-y -n-u -n-u-

fem. -n-a ~ya -n-aa ~ ya -n-ahaa~ -ya -n -ahaa~ -ya

Table (4) Direct object affixes

The alternation of object suffixes is common in almost all the Gurage languages. Hetzron
(1968,1972 and 1977) following Polotsky (1938: 160-162)*, has grouped the suffixes as
heavy and light. The allomorphic distribution being phonological, heavy object suffixes occur
where there were former long vowels in the subject marker *-i (2fss), -uu (mps) and —aa (fps),
while light suffixes are suffixed after original short vowels and consonants. The heavy
suffixes, with the first consonant of the suffix geminated, are suffixed after long vowels

(Hetzron, (1972:49)).

The allomorphic distribution of the heavy and light object suffixes is not only phonological.
Heavy suffixes are selected for plural subjects and 2fs subject, while light suffixes are chosen
when the subjects are 2ms and 3ms. However, for 1s and 3f singular subjects, the choice of
heavy and light suffix depends on the person of the complement and on the aspect of the verb.
For first person singular subjects, a perfective verb form selects heavy suffixes for 2sm and
3sm complements. Light suffixes are chosen in all the imperfective constructions. Similarly,

when the subject is 3fs, light /-u/ and heavy /-ya/ is selected for 3sm and 3fs objects

%5 See Hetzron (1972: 160 ff.)

70



respectively. For other persons only light suffixes are used in the perfective and imperfective
constructions. Thus, the distinction between light and heavy suffixes is, not only governed

phonologically but grammatical, aspectual and semantic motivations are also attested.

In the literature (See Hetzron, 1972,1977; Leslau, 1992 and Poltsky, 1959), the [n]26 which is
found with the object markers, was considered to be part of the pronominal affix. However,
the sound is not considered as part of the pronominal affixes in this study. It is taken as an
accusative case marker, for it does not occur with the benefactive and malfactive objects (Cf.
Degif, 1997:285), for the accusative case marker in Chaha. ). Thus, in this study, agreeing
with Hetzron (1977:60), it is claimed that there are three sets of case markers (accusative,
malfactive and benefactive) preceding object pronominal suffixes. However, contrary to
Hetzron (1977), it is also claimed here that in some cases the accusative case marker in
Endegan is not phonetically realized. The [n] is realized as @ before consonant initial object
suffixes, and it is phonetically realized before vowel initial object suffixes. Illustrative

conjugations will be provided when discussing the suffixes.

In general, Hetzron’s (1972,1977) grouping of the object suffixes into light and heavy, with
some modifications, seems to be applicable to Endegai. Let us first examine the alternation in

the first person singular object suffixes using the paradigm given in (9A and B) below.

(9) A. Perfective

*® The accusative case marker [n] was referred to as preposition by Leslau (1992), a mediate suffix by Polotsky
(1951) and the n-b- suffixes by Hetzron (1977). However, Degif (1997) has stated that the [n] is an accusative

case marker.
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a. dindg-hi-y “You (ms.)hit me’

b. dénég-si-nni “You (fs.)hit me’
c. didndg-d-y ‘He hit me’

d. didndg-acc-y [dandgacciy] ‘She hit me’

e. didndg-hu-nii-m ‘You(ms.) hit me’
f. didndg-haa-ini-m “You(fs.)hit me’
g. dandg-u-nii-m [ding"ffi-m] ‘They (m.) hit me’
h. dindg-aa-nii-m ‘They (f.) hit me’

(10) B. Imperfective

a. ti-ddrg-e ‘You (ms.) hit me’

b. ti-ddrg-i-nni [ti ddrg” ni ] “You (fs.) hit me’

c. yi- didrg-e ‘He hits me’

d. ti darg-e  [ti dédrge] ‘She hits me’

e. ti- ddrg-u-nni [tiddrg"nni] “You(mp) hit me’

f. ti-dirg-aa-nni “You(pf.) hit me’

g. yi-dérg-u-nii [yididrg"nni] ‘They (m) hit me’

h. yi-dédrg-aa-nni ‘they (f.) (will)hit me’

As stated by Hetzron (1972), in Endegan, the alternation between the heavy object suffix {-
ini } and the light {-y} in the perfective, and between the light {-e} and the heavy {-fiii} in
the imperfective is attested. The heavy {-iifii} occurs with plural subjects while {-y/ -e}
occurs with singular subjects. However, the heavy object suffix {-fifii} occurs when the
subject is second feminine singular. Here, the use of the heavy {-niii} in 2fss form is for a

semantic reason; as shown in (12c), in the conjugation for the 3sms, the light suffix {-y} also
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marks 3smo when the subject is 2fs. Hence, in order to avoid confusion between the two

readings, the heavy {-niii} refers to ‘me’ with 2fs subject, while the light {-y} refers to

‘him’ (3mso) with 2fs subject.

Let us now examine the alternation of object suffixes in the second singular masculine in (11)

below:
A. Perfective Aspect.
1 a. assi-kka
b. as§-d-n-ahid
c. as$s-acci-n-ahid
d. ass-a-kki
e. as$sd-nd-kki
f. ass-u-kku
g. ass-d-kka
h. ass-u-kki
i. ass-aa-kkd
(11) (B) Imperfective
a. 4-az7i-kkd
b. y-aZzZi-n-ahd
c. t-azzi-n-ahd
d. t-azzi-kki
e. ni-azzi-na-kki

‘I saw you’

‘he saw you’

‘she saw you (ms.)’

‘he saw you (2fs.)’

‘we saw you’

‘they (mp) saw you (2mp.)’
‘he saw you (2fp)’

‘they (mp) saw you’

‘they (fp) saw you’

‘I see you’

‘He sees you’
‘She sees you ’
‘She see you (fs.)’

‘We see you’
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f. y-azz-u-kki ‘They (m) see you’

g. y-aZzz-aa-kki ‘They (f) see you’

As it is shown in (11A-B) above, the heavy object suffix {-kkéd} occurs when the subject affix
is plural, except in (11 A (a)) where we have the heavy suffix {-kkd} with first person
singular subject. The reason for the choice of the heavy suffix {-kkéd} depends on the person
of the subject and aspect of the verb. Whenever the subject is first singular, a perfective and
imperfective verb chooses heavy object suffixes for 2ms complements. Light affixes are

chosen for all the imperfective verbs as shown in (11B,(a-d)).

Let us now consider the alternation of object suffixes for third person singular masculine in

the examples given in (12) below.

(13) A. Perfect

a. dinédg-hu-y ‘T hit him’

b. didnédg-ahd-n-u ‘you (sm.) hit him’
c. didndg-Si-y “You (sf.) hit him’
d. didndg-d-n-u ‘He hit him’

e. didng-a¢¢-n-u [dandgédcinu] ‘She hit him’

f. didndg-nd-y ‘We hit him’

g. didndg-ahu-y [ddng"“hy] You (pm) hit him’

h. dindg-haa-y ¢ you(pf) hit him’
i. didndg-u-y [dindg"y] ‘They (m) hit him’
]- dindg-aa-y They (H)hit him’
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The light object suffix {-u} is used with singular subjects except in (12a.) where the heavy {-
y}is used for first singular subject and 3sm complement since, as already mentioned, the
choice depends on the person of the subject and on the aspect of the verb. For 1s subjects a

perfective verb form selects heavy suffixes for 3sm complements.

In Endegan, as we have seen in the previous presentation, the conditioning factor for the
alternation between heavy and light object suffixes is phonological, grammatical and
semantic. Heavy suffixes are chosen for plural and 2sf subjects. Light object suffixes are
chosen for 2ms and 3ms subjects. The choice between the heavy and the light object suffixes
for 1s and 3fs subjects, however, depends on the person of the complement and on the aspect

of the verb.

Generally, it can be said that the person of the subjects and the aspect of the verb play a major
role in determining the morphological shape of the object suffixes. The object suffixes, as

shown in the conjugations presented above, assume the peripheral position.

4.3.1.2.1 Indirect object suffixes

Indirect object suffixes are classified as benefactive and malfactive, based on the semantic
difference between the two. Benefactive refers to the notion ‘for the benefit or advantage of,

and malfactive for the notion ‘against the will of some body’.
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A. Benefactive
A benefactive relationship is shown by the suffix /n~nn/>’. The selection of the geminate or
the non-geminate allomorphs is governed by the nature of the object pronominal suffixes.
Examples are provided in (13) below:
(13)
(a) amé?a-¢¢-nn-y [amd?acCinndy] ‘She brought water for me’
bring -3fss.-BEN-1so0
(b) dénég-héd-nn-y [didnidgihindy] ‘You (2mss) hit for me’
hit - 2 mss.- BEN - 1so
(c) didndga-hd-n-nird [ddndgihdnniri] ’You (2mss) hit for us’
hit-2mss-BEN-1po
(d) siyd-hd-nn-y [ siydhédniy] "You (2mss) bought for me’
buy-2mss-BEN —lIso
(e) siyd -hu —nn-akké 'T bought for you (2mso)
buy-Iss-BEn -2mso
(f) siy-d-n-ahd ‘He bought for you (2mso)’
buy -3mss-BEN -2mso
(g) siyd-hu-n-8i [siydhunisi 'T bought for you (2fso)’

buy- Iss -BEN -2fso

" In Chaha {-r-} indicates the benefactive relationship. In Endegan, however, the benefactive marker {r} is

realized as /n/. Recall the alternation between /n/ and /r/.
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.....

'He bought for you (2fss)’
buy-3mss-BEN- 2fso
(i) ddndg- hd —nn-aa-m “You (ms) hit for her (3fso)

hit 2ms-BEN-3fso-mvm

(j) didnég-u-n-ahu-m ‘They (mp hit for you(2mpo)
hit -3mp-BEN -2mpo-mvm
(k) dénédg-a¢ci-nn-u- m She hit for them (3pmo)’
hit —3fs- BEN- 3mpo- mvm
(1) siy —4- nn—aa-m 'He bought for them (3fpo)'

buy —3ms —-BEN- 3fpo -mvm

As illustrated above, the benefactive marker /n~nn/ is used with ‘light” and ‘heavy’ object

suffixes.

Malfactive Object Suffixes
Malefactive relationship is expressed by the morpheme {-b-}, which is realized as [B] or [w]

intervocalicallyzg. Examples are provided in (14) below:

(14) a. sappar-a-p-y ‘He broke something of mine/me’
break -3mss -MAL —Iso
b. sappér —d-w-ahi ‘He broke something of you(2mso)’

break -3mss —-MAL- 2mso

%8 In Endegan, non-geminated /+obstruents/-continuants / such as /b/ change their feature to /+ continuant / [w]

intervocalic- ally.
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c. sappér-a- B- Si 'He broke something of you (2fs)’
break- 3mss- MAL- 2fso

d. sappar-d- w-u [sapp ru] 'He broke something of his'
break -3mss — MAL -3mso

e. sappér-4-w-aa 'He broke something of her’

break -3mss- MAL — 3fso

f. sappér-a-p-nird ‘He broke something of ours’
break -3mss -MAL —1po

g. sappir-4 — w- ahu-m He broke something of yours (2pm)’
break — 3mss- MAL — 2pmo —mvm

h. sappér-d-w-ahaa-m He broke something of yours (2pfo)’
break -3mss — MAL-2pfo-mvm

1. sappér-d-w-u-m [sapp’ rum] ‘He broke something of theirs (3pm)’

break -3mss-MAL- 3mpo-mvm

J- sappir-d-w-aa-m ‘He broke something of theirs(3pf)’

break -3mss —-MAL-3fpo-mvm

Both the benefactive and malfactive affixes occur following the subject marking suffixes and

preceding the suffixes identifying the indirect receiver of the action.

To conclude, as we have seen from the presentations that in Endegan, there are two types of

verbal pronominal suffixes and there are three sets of case markers preceding the object

pronominal suffixes. It is also shown that the accusative case marker, unlike the malefactive
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and benefactive markers, is phonetically realized when preceding vowel initial object

.2
suffixes®.

4.4 Aspect, Tense and Mood

In Endegan, various forms are used to express the distinction between aspect, tense and mood.
These variations are indicated by different consonants and vowel patterning, and auxiliaries.
The following section deals with the description of the morphological realizations of aspect,

tense and mood.

4.4.1 Aspect

The grammatical category aspect designates the beginning, continuation and completion of an
action denoted by the verb. Hence, actions denoted by the verb can be categorized as
perfective, imperfective, habitual etc. (Comrie, 1985) and into progressive and non-

progressive.

4.4.1.1 Perfective

2 Leslau (1992) considers the suffixes marking benefactive and malefactive relationship as prepositional suffix

pronouns.
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The perfective aspect in Endegan indicates completion of an action. It is indicated by the

vowel {-d-}, following the penultimate and preceding the ultimate consonant. Examples are

shown in (15) below

(15) Type A
/mikkéad-/ ‘binde’
/gattad-/ ‘tear’
/maddat-/ ‘sting’

Type B Type C
/sek’k’at/ ‘trade’ /mannéd/ ‘travel’
Nteffar-/ ‘take mouth full’ /dappir-/ ‘add’
/zeppir-/ ‘return’ /bannir-/ ‘demolish’

As shown in (15) above, the perfective form of a tri-radical verb in Endegat, has the stem

pattern C;vC,C,4C;3-, with a geminated second radical and with the aspectual vowel /-4-/

between the penult and ultimate consonants.

4.4.1.2 Imperfective

The imperfective in Endegail assumes the stem pattern —C;vC; (C;) C3. Gemination of the

penultimate radical is only attested in Type B verbs as the examples in (16) shows.

(16) Type A

/y-ndgd/ ‘he binds’
ly-gadid/ ‘he tears’
ly-kafd/ ‘he opens’

Type B Type C
ly-sek’k’it’/  ‘he trades’ /y-mand/ ‘he travels’
y-teffir/ ‘he takes mouth full’ /y-gas§/ ‘he sings’

ly-sec’¢’/ ‘he drinks’ /y-banir/ ‘he demolishes

80



4.4.2 Tense

The grammatical category tense is concerned with the localization of time through verbs

(Comrie,1981) and thus the categories past, present and future.

In Endegan, tense is not morphologically marked. A verb form in the perfective expresses

past tense while a verb in the imperfective indicates the non-past (present) tenses. Other

temporal distinctions are made by using auxiliaries and time adverbs.

4.4.2.1 Simple Past Tense

Simple past tense, is indicated by using a perfective verb form, without a morphologically

realized tense marker. Examples are provided in (17) below:

(17)

bidna-hu

eat- Iss- perf. T ate'
biTna-si

eat — 2fss-perf. “You (2f5s) ate'
tira?anni bawiri siy-aa-m

yesterday —ox-buy-3pf-perf.-mvm  'They(3pf) bought an ox yesterday'
abo-nii tira?anna t’ 4k’ 4s siy-a

father-1s.pos. yesterday chair buy -3sm-perf. ‘my father bought a chair yesterday’
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As it is shown in (17 a-b) above, the bare perfective aspect in Endegai expresses simple past.
However, in (17c-d) tense is lexically indicated by the time adverb /tira?anni/ ‘yesterday’,

which expresses a specific time in the past.

4.4.2.2 Remote Past tense

The past perfect (remote past) tense, is indicated by attaching the auxiliary verb /ba(nédd)/

‘was’, to the perfective stem of the verb. Consider the examples given in (18) below.

(18) (a) dzaf bd?na-hu banid
lunch -eat- Iss-Aux 'T had eaten my lunch'
b) giyd warrd-hi banid
market- go-2sms-Aux “You had gone to the market.’
(©) ahid t-méd?a-hi diyid-niid bd?ina-hu banid

you- when —come-2sm lunch-my eat-1s aux. ‘When you came, I had eaten my lunch’

As shown in (18 a-c) above, the perfective aspect is denoted by the form of the verb stem and tense is expressed by the auxiliary verb /ba
(néd)/. One can use either /-banid/ or its clipped form /-ba/ in the formation of the remote past tense. Here, it should be noted that both forms
are equally acceptable and hence are free variants, for there seems to be no semantic or syntactic motivation for the choice between the two

forms.

4.4.2.3 Past Progressive

Verbs in Endegan do not have any separate morpheme to denote past progressive tense, since
the imperfective form of the verb denotes progressive aspect. Past progressive tense is

expressed by attaching the auxiliary / ba(nidd)/ to the imperfective form of the verb. The
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auxiliary, expressing actions or situations taking place in the past, thus denotes the time

reference. Consider the examples in (19) below:

19 (a) dzaf yi-wiar?-u ba(nid)

lunch 3mp- eat+imp.-3mps- aux + past ~ "They (mp.) were eating lunch'

(b) ussd ti- awsir ba(nad)

bread -3fs bake + imp. aux + past 'She was baking bread’
(©) yi-ndwi?i ba(nid)

3ms- run + imp aux + past 'He was running’

As shown in (19) above, the time reference is expressed by the auxiliary /ba(nédd)/, while the
progressive aspect is indicated by the imperfective verb form. In present progressive,
however, no auxiliaries are used and the progressive reading is obtained from the context.

This is because the bare imperfective reading is also used to indicate present tense.

4.4.2.4 Simple Present

The bare imperfective aspect in Endegatii is used to express simple present tense. Consider the

examples in (20) below.

(20) a. a-¢Ciwid
Iss - till T till’
b. nid — agd-ni
Ip -tie-lp ‘We tie’
c. ti- sdwir-aa
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2pt- break- 2pf "You (2pf.) break'

d. yi-hor
3sm.-go ‘He goes’
e. hudi béssir yi-asiyd
he meet —3sm-sell ‘He sells meat’

The imperfective form of the verb also expresses habitual actions as in (21) below:

21 a. dds yi- ga$
song 3sm- sing 'He sings (a) song'
b. andi'r ti-dirg ‘She plays drum'
drum 3sf- hit
c. Sdrdd yid-asiy-aa "They(fp) sell food'

food — 3pf- sell-3pf

Ambiguity may arise between simple present, habitual, and present progressive. It may be
avoided by using periphrastic expressions such as adverbial specifications as in /hinigé?at/

‘always’, which indicates habitual actions while /ahu/ ‘now’ indicates present actions.

4.4.2.5 Future Tense

In main affirmative sentences, Endegan has two future tense markers, definite and indefinite.
The definite future is formed by the morphemes {—te} after a vowel other than /4/, {-ke} after

a consonant, and {-de} after the vowel /4/ suffixed to the imperfective form of the verb. The
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indefinite future on the other hand is made up of the morpheme {-se}, which is suffixed to

jussive bases. Regarding the two future tenses, Hetzron (1976:85-86) has stated that

The definite future is used for future events the forthcoming happening

of which is considered certain, already decided on, no more questionable. The
indefinite future expresses future tainted with feelings of any
kind: hope, expectation, promise or threat, doubt, whish,
suggestion —it would happen; fear, worry, wish-let it happen,

contingency:

4.4.2.5.1Definite Future

The definite future expresses actions, which are certain to happen in the future. It is formed by
suffixing the morphemes {-de(-ke) and -te} to the imperfective form of the verb. The
morphemes {-te} occurs in all heavy positions, that is, after short vowels, long vowels other
than /4/, at word final positions, while in light positions, the morpheme {-de} is suffixed to
the imperfective form of the verb. In Endegafi, unlike other varieties of Peripheral Western
Gurage languages as in Enemmor and Geyto (Cf.Hetzron, 1972), it seems that there is a free

variation between the suffixes {-de} and {-ke}. Here are some examples in (22) below:

(22) a. d-sa?ir-de
Is-beg-d.f ‘I will beg’
b. ti-sa?ir-de
2ms-beg-d.f “You will beg’
c. ti-sdw-i-te
2fs-break-2fs.-d.f “You(2fs) will break’
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d. yi-darg-de

3ms-hit-d.f ‘He will hit’
e. ti-ddrg-de

3fs-hit-d.f ‘She will hit’
f. ni-nigi?-ni-te

1p- kick- 1p-d.f ‘We will kick’
g. ti-sa?ir-u-te

2mp-beg-2mp-d.f “You (2mp.) will beg’
h. ti-hor-aa - te

2pf-go-2pfs-d.f “You (2fp) will go’
i. yi-wir?-u-te

3pm-eat-3pm-def. ‘They (3mp) will eat’
J- yi-wir?-aa-te

3pf-eat-3pfs-def. ‘They (3fp) will eat’

4.4.2.5.2 Indefinite future

An action, which may or may not take place, or an action about which the speaker is uncertain
about or has reservation, is expressed by the morpheme {-se}. It is attached to the jussive
form of the verb to express the indefinite future tense in Endegafl3 % Here are some examples

in (23)
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23) a. ni-dirg-se

1ss-hit-1d.f ‘I shall/might hit’
b. yéd-st’-se

3ms-drink- Id.f ‘he will/might drink’
c. td-st’-se

3fs.-drink-Id.f. ‘She will/ might drink’
d. yéd-hor-u-se

3mp-go-3mp-Id.f ‘They (pm) will/might go’
e. néi-hor-né-se

1p-go-1p-Id.f ‘We shall/might go’

4.5 Mood

In Endegan, a distinction is made between the jussive and imperative moods. The distinction
is made by using consonant and vowel patterning. The jussive form may be used as the base
for the addition of other morphemes with other grammatical functions such as tense. The two

moods are discussed in the following two subsections.

4.5.1 Jussive

The jussive mood expresses an indirect command or permission to first and third parson
singular and plural. In Endegai, there are two jussive patterns: C1C,4Cs and C;C,C3; .

Observe the examples below in (24).

%% Hetzron (1976) quoting (Cohen, 1931, Polotsky, 1938, Leslau 1968) proposes that the 3a/se distinction attested

in Western Gurage languages might have come from the verb ‘want’.
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(24) (a) -C; G2 C3

lyé- traf/ ‘let him remain’
/né-griz-né/ let us add’
/ni-dfér/ ‘let me dare’
/ti-ngas/ ‘let her reign’
lyé-dfir-u/ ‘let them (3mp.) dare’
(b) -C1C; C3
lyé-dirg/ ‘let him hit’
/téa-dirs/ ‘let her destroy’
/né-dirg-nd/ ‘let us hit’
/yé-dirg-aa/ ‘let them (3fp.) hit’
/mé-ndit/ ‘let me sting’
/méa-nt’ik’-nd/ ‘let us snatch’
/ta-nt’ik’/ ‘let her snatch’
/nd-nkis/ ‘let me bite’
4.5.2The Imperative

The imperative mood expresses an order for second persons. The pattern is the same as the
jussive one except that the initial consonant clusters are always disjoined by the epenthetic
vowel /-i-/. The patterns in Endegan are C1iC,4C3; and CiC,C3. Furthermore, imperatives are

formed with suffixes only as shown in (25)

Singular Gloss Plural Gloss
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2m. zigér ‘jump!’ gifir-u ‘release!’

f. zigir-i ‘jump!’ gifir-aa ‘ release!”

For the C1iC,C3 type
kitf ‘chop!(2sm.)’

kitf-aa  ‘chop!(2pf.)’

As it is the case in imperfective forms, if the second radical of the perfect is a geminate
consonant which is traceable to a non-geminate voiced consonant, in both the jussive and
imperative constructions, the basic non geminate voiced consonant reappears.(Cf.
Leslau,1992 for similar case in Chaha). For instance, the perfect form /nidkk&d?-/ ‘kick’, has
/mig?i/ ‘kick!(2ms.)’ for the imperative mood, where the original non geminated /g/ appears

for the geminate second radical /kk/ of the perfective.

4.5.3 The Conditional Mood

Regarding conditionals, Hetzron (1977:104) states that there are two types of conditional
constructions in Gurage languages. These are ‘real’ and ‘unreal’ conditionals. The real
conditional expresses about the consequences of a possible event, the unreal or hypothetical

conditional depicts imaginary consequences of an event that did not take place.

According to Eyassu (1999) the conditional mood in Endegan is expressed by the morpheme
{bd-}. However, it is formed not only by using the morpheme {bé-}, as stated in Eyassu

(1999), it is also indicated by using the morpheme {té-} prefixed to the perfective form of the
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verb to show the unreal conditional. In the ‘unreal’ conditional construction, the auxiliary
/ba(néd) should be attached to the subsequent clause. Consider the examples in (26) (a-b) for

real conditional and (c-d) for the unreal conditional.

(26)
a. bad-bd?ina-ha ti-kiss-de
if-eat- perf-2ms- 2ms-pay-imp.-df ‘If you eat, you will pay’
b. bi-sappir-§i yi-mic’-de
if-break+perf.-2fs 3ms-angry-imp.-df ‘If you break ,he will be angry’
C. ti-sappér-hd ti-?éttira-hé ba(nid)
if —break-perf.-2ms- 3fs-kill-imp.-2ms- aux
‘If you break it, she would have killed you’
d. td-ass-d-ha yi-attird-hd ba(nid)
if-see-perf.-3ms 2ms-perf. 3ms-kill-2ms-imp-aux
‘If he had seen you, he would have killed you’
4.6 Negation

4.6.1. Tense and Negation

Negation in the past tense is expressed by prefixing the negative morpheme {an-}and
suffixing the morphemes{-di,-td }to the perfective form of the verb. In the imperfective, the
negative prefixes is {a-} along with the negative suffixes {-ki,-td,dd}. Hetzron (1968,1972

and 1977) states the distributional®’ characteristics of the ‘k/t/d suffixes’ as he calls them, as

31 Hetzron (1972:66) has also stated ““ the absolutely decisive proof of the historical identity of the PWG endings

with the MVM’s lies in the peculiarity of their distribution.”
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being inherited from the main verb markers (MVM) of Northern Gurage languages™. He has
also stated that in Peripheral Western Gurage (PWG) languages, there is a clear distinction
between main and subordinate negative forms (Hetzron, 1977). These suffixes are used after
main negative verbs obligatorily. Thus, in Enemmor, a language grouped under Peripheral
Western Gurage (PWG) along with Endegan, the main negative past is /ayséafir-ka/ ‘he will
not break’, while the subordinate negative form is /aysafir siw/ ‘the one who does not break’.
Hence, in such constructions negation is only marked by the pre-verbal negative suffixes (Cf.
Hetzron, 1972, 1977). The negative suffixes of Peripheral Western Gurage show similar
distributions as thye Mvm’s of MVM’s (-u, -t, and -tt) of Northern Gurage, since in both

cases (PWG and Northern Gurage) the distribution is governed by a preceding element™.

Hetzron’s (1968,1972 and 1977) account seems to be plausible in Endegan. In this study, the
post verbal suffixal elements are considered as main negative verb suffixes. This is because,
as is the case in Enemmor (Hetzron, 1977), the suffixed negative markers are not found in
subordinate and non-indicative construction®*. Thus, whenever negated verbs are
subordinated, the post verbal negative markers are omitted while the preverbal negative

prefixes remain intact. Furthermore, regarding their distribution, the post verbal negative

*2 In northern Guurage languages, independent-affirmatives are distinguished from subordinates, negative and
non-indicatives (jussive, imperative, etc) constructions by using morphologically realized suffixes. There are two
types of suffixes: /-m/ in perfective verb conjugation and /-n ~i ~u ~t/ in perfective and imperfective verb stems.
According to Hetzron (1977), both forms are main verb markers and he used the distinction to classify the outer
South Ethiopic languages into the nn-group in which Gaffat, Soddo, and Goggot are members, and the tt-group
in which Western Gurage languages and Muher are found.

33 Regarding the similarities attested Hetzron (1972:66) has stated that —di,-t4,-kd of PWG are inherited from the
light MVM —t, from heavy-tt, and from the light —u respectively.

3* See Hetzron (1977:87) for the distinction between main and subordinate negatives in Soddo imperfective.
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suffixes are not found with the non-indicatives (jussive and imperatives), as they are only

found in main negative constructions.

Negation in the simple past is indicated by prefixing the negative marker {an-} and suffixing

the suffixes {-dd} and {-td} to singular and plural forms respectively. Consider the examples

provided in (27) below:
27 a. an-sappir-i-di
neg-break-3ms-Neg ‘He did not break’
b. an-asiya-Si-td
neg-sell-2fs-Neg ‘you(2fs) did not sell’
c. an-bd?ina-ha-da
neg-eat-2ms -Neg ‘you(2ms) did not eat’
d. an-asiyd-nird-di
neg- buy-1p ‘we did not sell’
f. an-banéri-hu-td
neg-destroy-2mp-Neg ‘you (2mp) did not destroy’
h. an-méissar-aa -t
neg-change-2fp-Neg ‘you(2fp) did not change’

Negation in remote past is indicated similarly as in (28) below:

(28) a. an-bd?ina-hi-da ba(nid)
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neg-eat-2sm- neg aux ‘you (2sm) had not eaten’

b. an-banar-nira-td ba(nid)

neg-destroy-1p-neg aux ‘We had not demolish’
c. an-Sappid-u- td ba(nid)

neg-choose- 3ms-neg aux ‘They (m.) had not chosen’
d. an-asiyd-¢i-dd ba(nid)

neg-sell-3fs- neg aux ‘She had not sold’

Negation in past and remote past tense is marked by the prefixed and suffixed negative
markers {an-} and {-dd/-td} respectively. Furthermore, the /-m/ which was identified as part
of the person marker of the second and third person plural by Leslau (1992) and Eyassu
(1999) is not found in the second and third plural negative conjugations. If /-m/ were a person
marker, it would appear in the negative constructions. The absence of /-m/ in second and third
person plurals negative constructions supports the claim made earlier in section (4.3.1.1). The
/-m/ of second and third persons plural is a main affirmative verb marker and not a person
marker, since it only occurs with independent-affirmative indicative constructions but not in

subordinate, negative or non-indicative constructions.

Negation in the progressive past is indicated by the negative morpheme {a-} as in (29) below:
(29) (a)  a-ti-we?-i"-td ba(nid)

neg-2fs-eat-2fs-neg aux “You (2fs) were not eating’

33 In roots where the penult radical is deleted, the aspectual vowel /4/ changes its vocalic quality. Here, the root is

/b-7-n/
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(b)  a-n-sdwir-nd-de ba(nid)

neg- 1 p-break-1p-neg aux ‘We were not breaking’
(c) a-y-wir?-u-td ba(nad)

neg.-3mp-eat-3mp-neg aux ‘They (m) were not eating.
(d) a-n-asiyd-kid ba(nid)

neg- 1s-sell aux-neg ‘T was not selling’

4.6.2 Negation in Present and Future Tense

In the simple present, negation is indicated by prefixing and suffixing the morpheme {a-} and
suffixing the negative markers {-k,-td and —dd} to the imperfective form of the verb. The
suffixed negative markers show allomorphic distributions, {-ké} after final consonant, {-ti}

after word final vowels other than /4/ and, finally {-d4} after word final mid central vowel /4/.

The negative marker in the imperfective and jussive form is the morpheme {a-} for all
persons. Eyassu (1999) has wrongly stated that negation is marked by the morpheme {a-} in
the imperfective and jussive except for first person plural and singular where it is realized as
{an-}. Leslau (1992:470) also realizes that {an-} marks negation in first person singular and
plural in the imperfective and jussive and claims that it might have come from the Semitic
negative marker {al-}, realized as {an-} in Gurage languages with the loss of /n/ in all

persons, except in first person plural and singular forms.
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In this study, the morpheme /an-/ which is wrongly identified as a negation marker by Eyassu
(1999) and Leslau (1992) is treated as a combination of two grammatical morphemes, /a-/

marking negation and /n-/ identifying person in first person plural and singular forms.

In Endegan, the negative morpheme {a-} is used to mark negation in both simple present and
the future tenses. This is because the indefinite future markers {-te,-de} are deleted in the
negative form of the verb because negation and tense markers are in complementary

distribution in Endegail. Here are some examples for the negative imperfective in (30) below.

30) (a.) a-n-sari?a-da
neg-1s-steal-neg ‘I did not/ will not steal’
(b.)  a-t-sédr?d-dd
neg-2sm-steal-neg “You (2ms) did not/ will not steal’
(c.) a-t-zigr-i-td
neg-2fs-jump-2fs-neg “You (2fs) did not/ will not jump’
(d) a-y-sdwir-kid
neg-3ms-break-neg ‘He did not/ will not break’
(e.)  a-t-ddrg-kd
neg-3fs-hit-neg ‘She did not/ will not hit’
(f) a-ni-dirg-ni-da

neg- 1p-hit-1p-neg ‘She did not/ will not hit’
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(2

()

(i)

g.)

a-t-zigir-u-tad
neg-2mp-jump-2mp-neg
a-t-zigir-aa-td
neg-2fp-jump-2fp-neg
a-y-zigr-u-tda
neg-3mp-jump-3mp-neg
a-y-sdwir-aa-ti

neg-3fp-break-3fp

4.6.3Mood and Negation

‘You (pm) did not/ will not jump’

“You (pf) did not/ will not jump’

‘They (m) did not/ will not jump’

‘They (f) did not/ will not break’

In the jussive, imperative and conditional moods, negation is indicated by the negative

morpheme {a-}. Consider the examples below in (31) (A), (B) and (C) respectively.

(31) A. Negation in the Jussive

The negative jussive expresses prohibition in all persons. The negative morpheme {a-}

prefixed to jussive stem, as shown below, indicates negation.

Singular Gloss Plural Gloss
1. a-n-dirg ‘let me not hit’ a-n-dirg-nd ‘let us not hit’
2m. a-t-dirg let you not hit’ a-t-dirg-u ‘let you not hit’
f. a-t-dirg-i [atdirg’] ‘let you not hit’ a-t-dirg-aa ‘let you not hot’
3m. a-y-dirg ‘let him not hit’ a-y-dirg-u ‘let them not hit’
f. a-t-dirg ‘let her not hit’ a-y-dirg-aa ‘let them not hit'

(31) B. Negation in the Imperative
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Singular Gloss

2m.  a-t-gifir ‘you(ms) do not release !’
f. a-t-gifir-i ‘you(fs) do not release!
Plural
2m.  a-t-dirg-u ‘you(mp) do not hit!’
f. a-t-dirg-aa ‘you(fp) do not hit!’

(31) C. Negative conditionals

Negation in both real and unreal conditional is marked by the negative marker /-a-/ which
comes right after the conditional markers /bd-/ and /td-/. The mid central vowel /4/ of the

conditional morphemes assimilates to the negative marker /-a-/.

a. bi-a-nd-sappér-nd [bansappérni] ‘If we do not break’
If-neg.-1p-break-1p

b. bi-a-y-dirg [baydirg] ‘If he does not hit’
If-neg-3ms-hit

c. bi-a-t-sawr-u [batsdwiru] ‘If you(pm) do not break’
If-neg-2mp-break-2mp

d. td-a-t-se¢’¢’-aa [tatse¢’¢’aa] ‘had you(2pf) not drink’
If-neg-2fp-drink-2fp

e. td-a-y-bd?ina [taybd?ina] ‘had he not eat’

If-neg-3ms-eat

To wind up, negation in Endegan is marked by the prefix negative markers {an-} and {a-}and

the suffixed negative markers {-dd}, {-kd} and {-td}. The variation is grammatically
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motivated since it is sensitive to the different tenses and moods. The negative suffixes are
used in main negative constructions, as the post verbal negative markers are not found in

subordinate and non-indicatives (jussive and imperative) forms.

4.7 Verb Derivation

In Endegan, two types of verbal derivations are attested, simple and complex. Verbs, which
are derived by using a single derivational affix and/ or internal stem modifications, are simple
while derivations involving two or more affixes along with internal modification are complex

verb derivation.

The following subsection deals with the derivational morphology of Endegan. In the first part,
we will examine simple derivational processes and then we will examine various

combinatorial possibilities (complex) derivations.

4.7.1. Simple Deviation

Using simple derivations derives reflexives, passives, causatives, adjutative,

intensive/frequentatives and reciprocal verbs.

4.7.1.1Causatives

As it is stated in Comrie (1989), there is a three way typological distinction of causatives,

. . . . . . 36 . .
namely, morphological causatives, analytical causatives and lexical causatives™ . This section

36 According to Comrie (1989), Analytical causatives use separate predicates for the notion of the cause and the
effect, while lexical causatives are expressed by using suppletive forms, as in ‘kill’ and ‘die’ where the former is

considered as the causative of the former.
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deals with the morphological causatives of Endegan, where the relation between the causative

and the non-causative is expressed by morphological device such as affixation.

According to Birhanu’s (1999) analysis, Endegan has two types of causatives, direct and
indirect, marked by two different morphemes {a-}and {at-} respectively. In his senior essay,
Birhanu (1999:19) states that “...the meaning of such kinds of verb (transitive and
intransitive) is expressed by prefixing the derivational morphemes {a-} and {-at} to the basic
stem and indicates the direct and indirect causatives respectively.” And he concluded that {-

a}is prefixed to intransitive verbs, while {at-} to transitive ones.

Contrary to Birhanu’s (1999) analysis, in this study, only the causative morpheme {at-},
which can be prefixed to both transitive and intransitive verbs, is identified. The causative
morpheme is productive for it can be prefixed to any verb stem. Furthermore, the causative
marker {at-}, except in some cases, as we will see below, fully assimilates to the first radical
of both transitive and intransitive verb stems. Moreover, whenever the causative morpheme is
attached to non-agentive verb stems (arguments), the causative morpheme adds an agent to
the agentless verb stem, which is actively involved in the action expressed by the verb stem.
In transitive verbs on the other hand, the same causative morpheme yields the meaning

. .37
causing someone to perform an action™ .

The causative marker is attached to verb stems with the pattern C;vC,(C3)aC3 as shown in the

examples in (32) below.

(32) Verbroot Gloss Causatives Gloss
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k’-nn-r ‘be light’ ak’-k’anndr-  ‘make light/cause someone to make light’

t’-n-r ‘be filtered’ at’-t’ ardr- ‘make filter/cause someone to make filter’
b-kk-r ‘be lost’ a-bakkr- ‘make lost/cause someone to loose/lost’
b-ss-r ‘ripe, cook’ a-béssir- ‘cook, make ripe/cause someone to cook’
n-t’-w ‘be profitable’ an-nit’aw- ‘make profit/cause someone to make profit
n-ss-? raise, lift’ ar-rassa?- ‘make, to raise/lift/cause someone to raise’
b-nn-r fly’ ab-binir- ‘make, cause(someone) to fly’
d-n-g ‘hit’ ad-didndg- ‘cause someone to hit’
s-n-? ‘steal’ as-sini?- ‘cause someone to steal’
kK’-n-w ‘insult’ ak’-K’dndw- ‘cause someone to insult’
9 13 9 20900 13 b
m-t’-r choose am-méat’ ir- cause someone to choose

The /-t/ of the causative marker {at-}, as shown in the example above, assimilates to the first
radical of both transitive and intransitive verbs. However, if the first radical of the stem starts
with a guttural sound, in this case the glottal stop /?/, the /-t/ of the causative marker {at-}
does not assimilate to the first radical of the stem and hence surfaces as it is shown in the
examples given in (33) below. In all other cases, as in (32) above, the /-t/ of the causative
marker {at-} totally assimilates to the first radical of the stem leaving its trace in the

gemination of the first radical.

(33) Verbroot Gloss Causative Gloss
?-tt-r kill’ at-?attar- ‘cause someone to kill’
?-kk-d ‘bind’ at-?4kkad- ‘make, cause(someone) to bind’

37 Leslau(1992) and Hetzron (1977) use the term ‘factitive’ to this function of the causative
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4.7.1.2 Adjutative

The adjutative, which expresses actions that a person performs so as to help

another one who is engaged in the action denoted by the verb. It is marked by

the morpheme {at-} prefixed to the verb stem pattern -C;aC,(C,)aCs. As in the

case of the causative, the /-t/ of the adjutative marker {-at} assimilates to the

first radical of the stem. Examples are provided in (34) below

(34) Verb root Gloss Adjutative Gloss
s-b-r ‘break’ at-sappér- ‘help to break’
Z-n-m ‘sow’ at-zanim ‘help to sow’
n-s-? ‘pick’ at-rassi? ‘help to pick’
m-t’-r ‘choose’ at-mat’ ar- ‘help to choose’

4.7.1.3. Reflexives and passives

The passive marker in Endegan, as in other Ethio-Semitic languages such as Chaha and
Enemmor (Leslau, 1992) and Ambharic (Baye, 1998), is expressed by the morpheme {ti-},
prefixed to transitive verb stems. The same morpheme {td-} attached to intransitive verb
stems, functions as a reflexive™ marker. The passive marker is prefixed to transitive verbs

with the stem pattern C;vC,(C,)aC3- as shown in (35).

(35) Verb root Gloss Reflexive/passive Gloss
z-n-f ‘pillage’ ti-zannif- ‘be pillaged’
g-ff-r ‘separate’ ta-geffir- ‘be separated’
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d-n-g ‘hit’ td-danig- ‘be hit’

?-g-d ‘tie’ td-7akkad- ‘be tied’

s-b-r ‘break’ tid-sappér- ‘be broken’
As shown above, the morpheme {ti-} is prefixed to transitive verb stems, thereby, expressing
the passive voice. In verb stems beginning with vowels as in /a$84/ ‘he saw’ the [&] of the
prefix {td-} assimilates to he word initial vowel of the stem as in /td-as$/ realized as [ta$$-]

‘be seen’.

Moreover, in Endegan, as in other Gurage languages (see Leslau, 1992; for impersonals in
Chaha and Enemmor) an impersonal passive form is used to indicate an agentless passive
voice. It is formed by the morpheme /-u/® , suffixed to the stem pattern CyvC,(C,)aCs. This
morpheme however, is a floating morpheme, which either labialises the right most
labializable labial*® and velar consonants or palatalizes the adjacent palatalizable alveolar

consonants. Examples are provided below in (36)

(36) Verbroot  Gloss Impersonal passive Gloss

(a) d-n-g ‘steal’ dédnagi- [ddndg" -y]  ‘be hit’

(b) b-?7-r ‘say’ bid?dr-u [b"ar-y] ‘it is said’

(©) m-n-t’ ‘peel’ minét’-u [m"dndc’-y]  ‘be peeled’
(d) d-7-k’ ‘laugh’ dda?ak’-u [dak¥-y] ‘It is laughed’
(e) n-m-d ‘love’ namad-u [ndm“all-y] ‘be loved’

*8 They are also called ‘mideo passive’ or ‘anti-causative’ by Palmer (1994). With intransitive verbs such as
39 Regarding the suffix /-u/, Hetzron (1977:83) says “historically, the impersonal is a continuation of an older
P1.3 masculine.”

4 See Degif (1997) and for the derivation of Impersonals in Chaha.
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) s-k-r ‘drunk’ sakir-u [sdk"ar-y] ‘be drunk’

In (36,a and d), the labializable consonant occurs as the last radical of the stem and is hence
labialised. Furthermore, in (b, ¢c and e) since the labializable consonant is found as the first
radical of the stem, the morpheme {-u} floats and labialises the consonants. Furthermore, the
heavy 3ms object suffix /-y/ is suffixed to the impersonal passive form. The impersonal can
also be used with the perfective, imperfective, jussive and imperative forms as in (37) the

examples below.

(37) Perfective  didndg-u-y [dindg"y] ‘one hit him/he was hit’
Imperfective yi-dirg-u-y [yidirg"y] ‘one will be hit’
Jussive yi-dirg-u-y  [yidirg"y] ‘let one be hit’

Imperative dirg-u-y [dirg"y] ‘hit’

As shown in (37) above, the impersonal in Endegan id formed by the floating morpheme /-u/
which labialises the right most labializable consonant and palatalizes the adjacent
palatalizable consonant. However, it might appear as if the overt heavy 3ms suffix /-y/ is
responsible for the palatalization. But as shown below in (38) palatalazation still occurs even

in forms with different object marker. Let us see this with the stem /ndmé&d-/ ‘love’.

(38) nammall-d-n-u ‘he is loved’
namm!-4-nird ‘we are loved’

nimmall-kkd ‘one loved you (2sm)’

4.7.1.4 Intensive / frequentative
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The intensive/ frequentative, which is also referred to as iterative, is used to express actions,
which are performed frequently or intensively. Birhanu (1999) has stated that the
frequentative is formed by reduplicating the penultimate consonant and by inserting the vowel

/a/ which is a ‘reduplication formative’ morpheme and by attaching the morpheme {ti-}.

Such forms in Endegati are, however, derived only by reduplicating the penultimate radical of

the stem without prefixing the morpheme {ti-}, as shown in (39) below:

(39) Verb root Gloss Intensive Gloss
k-tt-f ‘chop’ kitattif- ‘chop into pieces’
k-ff-d ‘open’ kifaffad- ‘open repeatedly’
g-tt-d ‘tear’ gitattid- ‘tear into pieces’
s-b-r ‘break’ sdpappar- ‘break into pieces’

As illustrated in (39) above, the frequentative verb stem is formed by reduplicating the

penultimate radical. Note the change of vowel melody of the aspectual vowel [4].

4.7.1.5 Reciprocal

Birhanu (1999:22) has stated that the reciprocal in Endegai is formed by “...repeating the
penultimate radical plus the insertion of the vowel /a/ between the repeated radical and by
prefixing {td-} to the basic stem.” If one follows Birhanu’s (1999) analysis, the

intensive/frequentative and the reciprocal would turn out to be similar in form to the extent
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that one cannot grasp the distinction between them. Second, reciprocals are not formed
through the process of reduplication and the vowel /a/, which is claimed to be an insertion

though it is part of the stem to which the reciprocal marker is attached.

In this study, it is shown that the reciprocal and the frequentative are not isomorphic and
hence are distinct in their form, meaning and manner of derivation. Reciprocals in Endegail
are formed by affixing the morpheme {td-} to the stem pattern -C1aC,C,a4C3-. The reciprocal
and the passive/ reflexive may seem to be identical in form. Nevertheless, they differ in the
vowel found between the first and the penultimate radical of the stems to which the
morpheme {ti-} is attached. The reciprocal is characterized by the vowel /a/ whereas the
passive and frequentative are distinguished by the vowel /d/. The reciprocals are characterized
by the fact that the subjects are involved not only in performing the actions but also in
undergoing them thus, they are both agents and patients simultaneously. Furthermore,
reciprocals are inherently plural since reciprocal actions presuppose the presence of two or

more participants in the action denoted by the verb. Examples are provided in (40) below.

(40)  Verb root Gloss Reciprocal Gloss
m-t’-r ‘choose’ td-mat’dr-u-m ‘They (m.) choose each other’
d-n-g ‘hit’ td-danidg-aa-m ‘They(f.) hit each other’
k’-n-w ‘insult’ td-k’andw-hu-m ‘you (2mp) insult each other’
s-n-? ‘steal’ téd-sard?-haa-m ‘you (2fp)stole from each other’
n-kk-d ‘touch’ td-nakkél[]-u-m ¢ they (mp) touched each other’
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4.7.2 Complex verbal Derivations

In the previous section, we have seen simple verbal derivation. In this section, we will
examine the combinatorial possibilities of the simple derivations described in the preceding

section. The possible combinations in Endegai are listed below:

A.  Passive frequentative

B.  Reciprocal frequentative
C.  Causative reciprocal

D.  Causative frequentative

E.  Causative of the frequentative reciprocal

As can be seen in the combinations, the passive occurs in only one instance while the

causative, which is more productive in simple verb derivation than the passive, occurs with

the frequentative, reciprocal and in the combination of the frequentative reciprocal.

4.7.2.1 Passive frequentative (P.F)

The frequentative passive is formed by attaching the passive marker {td-} to the frequentative

stem, which has a reduplicated penultimate radical. The examples in (41) below show this.

(41) Verbroot Gloss Frequentative Passive Gloss
stem Frequentative
s-b-r ‘break’  -sdpappir- ti-sdpappir- ‘be broken into pieces’
k-tt-f ‘chop’  -kétattaf- ti-kitattdf-  ‘be chopped into pieces’
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k-ff-d ‘open’  -kifaffad- ta-kafaffid-  ‘be opened repeatedly’

m-t’-r ‘choose’ mit’at’dr- td-mit’at’dr-  ‘be chosen repeatedly’

As shown in (41) above, in the derivation, intensive and iterative meanings are added to the

passive actions by the frequentative stem.

4.7.2.2 Reciprocal frequentative (RF)

The reciprocals of frequentative are formed by the morpheme {téd-} prefixed to the reciprocal

verb stem, and by reduplicating the penultimate radical of the stem as in the example in (42)

below:
(42) Verb root Gloss Reciprocal Reciprocal Gloss
stem frequentative
d-n-g  ‘hit’ -dardg- ti-ddrarag- ‘hit one another seriously’
n-kk-s ‘bite’ -nakkés- td-nakakkés- ‘bite each other severely’
-tt-r kil -atir- ta-?4tattir- ‘kill one another severely’
m-t’-r ‘choose’ -mat’r- td-méat’at’ dr- ‘chose one another repeatedly’

4.7.2.3 Causative reciprocal (CR)

The causative reciprocal is formed by prefixing the causative marker {at-} to the reciprocal

verb stems. The reciprocal marker {ti-} is, however, deleted. See the examples in (43) below:
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Verb root Gloss Reciprocal Causative Gloss

stem reciprocal
d-n-g ‘hit’ td-ddrardg-  at-td-dédrardg- ‘cause to hit one another’
n-s-? ‘pick’ ti-rdsassd?-  at-td-ridsassi?- ‘cause to steal one another’
S-p-r ‘break’ td-sdpappir-  at-ti-sdpappir- ‘cause to kill one another’
k’-n-w ‘insult’ td-k’drardw-  at-ti-k’drardw- ‘cause to insult one another’

As shown above, causative reciprocals are formed by the causative marker {at-}, and the
reciprocal marker {td-} attached to the verb stem with -C;aCy(C,)aC; pattern. In the
derivation of the causative reciprocal, the reciprocal marker is deleted and hence, is not found
at surface level. However, if it is overtly realized, the reciprocal marker {tid-} assimilates to
the first radical of the stem and thus appears as a geminate of the first radical of the verb. Let

us see the phonological process involved in the formation of the causative reciprocal.

In /at-td-ddrardg-/, for instance, the causative morpheme assimilates to the first radical of the
verb, after the deletion of the reciprocal morpheme. As a result gemination of the first radical

occurs*'. The underlying and surface forms are given below

at-td-darardgéi-u-nirdi—> at-ddrardg-u-nird - [adddrardgunird] ‘they caused us hit each other’

cs.-rec.-hit-3pms-1po

*!' In Amharic (Baye, 1999:71) the opposite process seems to takes place, the reciprocal does not get deleted but

totally assimilates to the word initial consonant.
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In the derivation of the causative reciprocal, the gemination of /-t/ of the causative marker
{at-} may not take place if the first radical of the stem to which it is attached has one of the

guttural sounds.

Furthermore, ambiguity may arise between reciprocal causatives and causative frequentative
readings, for both are identical in form. One way of avoiding the ambiguity is using the
reciprocal pronoun for the causative reciprocal readings. As discussed in the formation of the
reciprocals in section (4.7.1.5), the use of plural subjects is obligatory because reciprocity in a

way implies plurality*’.

4.7.2.4Causative frequentative (CF)

The causative frequentative is formed by attaching the causative marker {at-} to the

frequentative stem as in (44) below:

Root Gloss  Frequentative Causative Gloss
stem frequentative
k’-m-s ‘taste’ -k’ @mamis- ak’k’dmamas- ‘cause somebody to taste repeatedly’
s-b-r  ‘break -sdpapir- assdpappar- ‘cause somebody to break repeatedly’
s-n-?7  ‘steal’ -sdnani?- assdnana?- ‘cause to steal from each other repeatedly’
d-n-g  ‘hit’ -dérarg- addidrardg- ‘cause to hit each other severely’
?7-tt-r  ‘kall’ -Tdtatér- at-?4tattér- ‘cause to kill each other severely’

2 See Baye (1999:72) for Amharic adjutative and causative reciprocals.
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4.7.2.5Causatives of frequentative reciprocal (CFR)

In the formation of the causative of frequentative reciprocals, there are three notions involved
and expressed at the same time. That there is a causer of the action is indicated by the
causative morpheme {at-}. The verb of reciprocity shows that there are two or more active
participants carrying out and undergoing the action denoted by the verb. The frequentative
stem expresses intensity of the action stated by the verb. In the derivation, the reciprocal
marker {ti-}is deleted. However, it leaves its trace by the gemination of the first radical of the

stem. The derivation is provided in (45):

Frequentative Causative frequentative Gloss

Reciprocal stem reciprocal

-sdpappér- at-td-sdpapér- [at-ssdpapar-] ‘cause to break one another badly’
-mat’at’t’ ar- at-td-mit’at’dr-[at-mmét’at’dr-] ‘cause to choose one another repeatedly’
-J4atattir- at-td-?4tattdr-  [at-?dtattér-| ‘cause to kill one another severely’
-dérarag- at-td-ddrardg- [atidddrardg-] ‘cause to hit one another badly’

As exemplified in (45) above, the causative of reciprocal frequentative and the causative
reciprocal are very similar. The notion, which is actually added to the causative reciprocal, is

the intensity of the action denoted by the verb.

To summarize, in Endegan, simple and complex verbal derivation are carried out by prefixing
the morphemes {at-} and {téd-} to various patterns along with the processes of partial

reduplication. The morpheme {at-} prefixed to basic stems derives causatives while with type
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C verbs; it expresses the adjutative and the causative of the reciprocal. Prefixed to the basic
stem, the morpheme {t4-} derives the reflexives and passives but when prefixed to type C
verbs it derives reciprocal verbs. Furthermore, the frequentative can be derived by

reduplicating the second radical of type A,B and C stems.

In this chapter, we have dealt with the verb morphology of Endegan. The verbs as shown in
the discussion, are complex with regard to their internal structure. Different verbs have been
grouped as mono-, bi-, tri- and quadri- radicals based on the number of the consonant roots.
Verbs have also been grouped as type A,B and C based on the stem patterns they exhibit.
Furthermore, the pronominal affixes of Endegan have been identified. With regard to
inflectional morphology, subject and object agreements have been treated along with the
inflection of verbs for person, number, aspect, tense, mood and negation. Regarding
derivation, a detailed description of the passives, reflexives, causatives, reciprocals, adjutative
and frequentatives have been presented. Under complex verbal derivation, frequentative
passives, frequentative of reciprocal, frequentative causative, reciprocal causative and

causative of reciprocal of frequentative have been discussed.

CHAPTER FIVE: ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS

This chapter deals with the morphology of adjectives and adverbs of Endegan. The discussion

on adjectives and adverbs is treated under the same chapter for convenience and because of
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limited morphological properties they exhibit. Furthermore, both adjectives and adverbs have

similar syntactic property as they occur in phrases in which nouns and verbs are heads.

5.1. Adjective

Adjectives in Endegan are of two types: simple and derived. These are further divided into
semantic fields/properties, which define the word class as adjectives. The fields are physical
property, human propensity, colour, age, dimension and speed (cf. Azeb (2001) for Maale

Adjectives).

Moreover, Dixon (1982), as cited in Azeb (2001:133), suggests that with a parametric
variation, the number of adjectives in the different semantic fields can fall into a predictable

range. The generalization given by Dixon (1982) is as follows:

Value, age, colour, and speed type normally have very restricted size involving from two to half
a dozen words, according to the language. Dimensions usually involves a dozen or
so words, rarely Very many more. Physical property always involves at least

several score items while; human property words can run into hundreds.

Accordingly, adjectives in Endegan can be categorized in the manner shown in (1) below into

semantic fields.

(1) A. Dimension

ir 'short' gunsir 'fat'
dekka 'tall’ k’4acir 'thin’
nu?i 'big' mur?i "full'
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k’dri

noi

uru

bittad

upapi

‘small’

'far'

'near’

'wide'

'narrow’

B. Human Propensity

awizi 'foolish’

bet’t’ 'wise'

faya-nna 'healthy’
sdndf /mond  'lazy’

zigé ‘poor’

mo? 'good’

awt’ir 'mean’

C. Physical property
mirk-ama ‘beautiful'
dara? 'dry’
dirziz ‘blunt'
7es ‘cold’

k'dri

ganl]ir

adibat- anna

bet’'t’

zanga-nna

foyi

wabi

difar/gobiz

t’url

ir?a

waya

mo?
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'hall full'

'thick’
‘calm’
‘thirfty’
‘talkative’
‘fearful’

‘kind/donor/ generous’

‘ courageous’

‘civilized’

wet'

'clean’

'hot’



giddar 'sharp'

D. Colour
gdmbini '‘black(for animals & humans)
t'ik'ur 'black (for object: human)'
gad red’
ding 'yellow (horse) '
mic'a 'yellow (sheep)'
kisyat 'vellow and red (sheep)’
béras 'black and red (for cow and oxen)’
E. Age
gurz 'old [+HUMAN]’
barik' 'old [+HUMANY’
gidir ‘new born baby'
t'ik'’k'a 'teenage'
ziyé 'teenage'
deyng 'young'
F. Value
mo? 'good’ t'ira ‘expensive’

114



zigi "poor’ giwa 'cheap'

dindi-nna ‘rich’
G. Speed
nuc'c’ 'fast'
t'uri 'fast for horse’
gotata ‘slow’

5.1.1 Inflection

Adjectives, which precede nouns, do not inflect for the grammatical categories of gender and
number. Thus, there is no agreement between adjectives and nouns for these features, /nu?4/
‘big/ elder’ can be used to modify both masculine and feminine nouns, as in /nu? dssa?am/

‘big/ elder brother’ /nu? dttd?4m/ ‘big/ elder sister’, without showing any change in form.

Definiteness in adjectives is expressed by the third person independent pronouns as shown in

(2) below:

2) a. barik’-hudi

old-he (3ms) ‘the old one’
b. gun§ir-hinna

fat- they (f) ‘the fat ones’
c. 1?ir-hino
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short- they (m) ‘the short ones’
d. dekka-Sida

tall- she ‘the tall one’

As shown in (2a-d) above, definiteness is indicated by attaching the third person independent
pronouns to the adjectives. Thus, /hudé/, /§idd/ and /hino/ /hinna/, the third person masculine
and feminine, singular and plural forms are used to mark definiteness without showing

agreement in number.

5.1.2 Derivation

Adjectives are mostly derived from nouns. They can also be derived from verbs and from

other adjectives. The most common derivations are shown in (3 and 4) below:

3) i. Adjectives derived by using {-anni}

Adjectives can be derived from nouns by prefixing the morpheme {-énna}

3)
Noun Gloss Derived Adjectives Gloss
a. zdngi 'trouble’ zing-anna ‘trouble maker’
b. mila 'tactic’ mil- dnna ‘tact full’
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c. t'om ‘fast’ tom-anna ‘one who fasts’

d. k'im ‘grudge’ k'im-anna ‘one with feelings of grudge’
e. dmar ‘manner’ amar-anna ‘bad mannered’
f. mazi ‘wound’ maz-ianna ‘one who is wounded’

ii. Adjectives derived by using {-ama}

The morpheme {-ama} suffixed to nouns derives adjectives as in (4) below:

“4)
Noun Gloss Derived Adjectives Gloss
a. mirk ‘appearance’ mirk-ama ‘beautiful’
b. ol1[Ja ‘lie’ ol/[]-ama ‘liar’
c. wirk' ‘gold’ wirk'-ama ‘goldish’

The morpheme {-dnnéd} and {-ama}, as shown above, derives adjectives from noun bases.
Word final vowels are deleted as in (3a,b and f and 4b), when an affix that begins with a

vowel is attached to the base.

iii. Compound Adjectives

There are limited adjectives formed by using compounding. The compound adjectives in
Endegan, are formed by combining a noun and an adjective, joined by the 'thematic vowel’ {-

4-} as shown in (5) below:
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3 Noun Adjective Compound Gloss

Adjective
enn  ‘eye’ diara? ‘dry’ enn-i-dird? ‘Shameless’
a0 ‘hand’ sur ‘broken’ allll-d-sur ‘lazy’
hi?in  ‘heart’ mo?  ‘good’ hi?in-4-mo? ‘honest’
hi?in  ‘heart’ mur?3d ‘“full’ hi?in-d-mur?a ‘courageous’
hi?in  ‘heart’ gidnir ‘thick’ hi?in-d-génlJir ‘cruel’

To summarize, in this section, we have seen that adjectives are grouped into seven different
semantic fields, namely, dimension, physical property, colour, age, human propensity, value
and speed. Furthermore, we have also seen that adjectives do not inflect for the grammatical
categories of person, number, gender and definiteness. It is also shown that adjectives are

derived from noun bases by using the morphemes {-ama} and {-dnna}.

5.2 Adverbs

Adverbs are used to express circumstances or contents of actions described by verbs. In

Endegani, there are both simple and derived adverbs falling under different adverbial
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categories such as time, place, degree, place, and manner etc*. Adverbs in Endegaii, do not
inflect for any of the grammatical categories. Most of the adverbs are derived. The

derivational process involves both affixation and reduplication.

5.2.1Time adverbs

The time adverbs in Endegan are listed in (6) below.

Adverb Gloss Adverb Gloss
mic-a ‘when’ sdst-ra 'the day before yesterday'
mac-ré ‘when(past)’ niw?at-rid 'four days ago'
wi?aké ‘now’ ami?st-ri 'five days ago'
ir?a ‘morning’ sadist-ra 'six days ago'
misiadi ‘evening’ sdb?at-rd 'seven days ago'
akkd 'today’ samit-ra 'a week ago'
nigi 'tomorrow’ sast-d 'the day after tomorrow'
tira?ana 'yesterday’ niaw?ati ‘after four days'
ami?st-i ‘after five days'
sadist-d ‘after six days'
saw?at-a ‘after seven days'
samitd 'a week from now'

* Shopen (1985) refers to place adverbs as “directional adverbs’
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The time adverbs listed in (6) above can be used in sentences as shown in (7) below:

M ().

(b).

(c)

macd yi-wir?i-te

when 3sm-eat-3sm-df

mac-ra warr-u-m

When —past go-3pm-Mvm

sdst-d4 1-md?a-de

The day after-1s. -come-df.

"When will he eat’

"When (past) did they (m) go?’

‘I will come the day after tomorrow’

As can be seen from the data in (6) and (7) above, some derived time adverbs are marked with

different morphemes to indicate the temporal notions past and future™. Thus, {-ri} indicates

the temporal notion of past time while {-4} indicates future time as shown in (8) below:

Stem
mac-
so?ost
niaw?at’
ami?ist

samit

Gloss

‘when’

‘three’

‘four’

‘five’

‘s week’

Past

mac-ra

sast-ra

naw?at-ra

ami?ist-ra

samit-ra

Gloss

‘when’

‘3 days ago’

‘4 days ago’

‘5 days ago’

‘a week after’

Future

mac-a

sast-a

naw?at-a

ami?ist-a

samit-a

Gloss

‘when’

‘after three days’

‘after four days’

‘after five days’

‘after a week’

* The lexical item /niw?at/ particularly refers to four days, as opposed to the numeral /arwa?at/ ‘four’
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The morphemes {-rd} and {-4} might be found in other time adverbs, which are not possible
bases, if they particularly refer to the temporal notions of past and future respectively. The
morpheme {-rd} can be found in Mti-ri-?ana/” ‘yesterday’ and the future marker {-4} can be
found in /nag-4/ ‘tomorrow’. In other time adverbs which do not refer to temporal notions
like /akkd/ ‘today’ and /ahu/ ‘now’, and /mis$ad/ ‘evening’, the morphemes {-d} and {-rd} are
not used. Therefore, it can be concluded that the morphemes {-rd} and {-4,} are derivational
morphemes, expressing past and future time respectively46. It should be noted that {-rd} and
{-d} are formally different from the verbal inflectional affixes of the future tense markers {-
te/-de} and {-se}, which are non- derivational. The latter are derivational and they also

express the temporal notions of past and future.

5.2.2 Manner Adverbs

Manner adverbs in Endegan can be derived by attaching the bound morpheme {-hima} 'like'

to the demonstrative pronouns /wa/ 'this' and /ha/' 'that' as in (9) below.

9 awa 'this' wa-hiam 'like this'
b ha 'that' ha-hdm 'like that'
* This is a common feature of Gurage languages. Hetzron (1977: 112) says, “ ...These languages have terms for

5 9

each of the seven days preceding and following ‘today’.” However, he has only identified the suffix —ra, which
is attached to numerals. The same process is also found in EZha, a Western Gurage language (Fekede, 2002)
6 Baybee (1985:161) has stated that tense as a derivational category, occurs very rarely and is attested in

Kwakitul languge.
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Manner adverbs can also be derived by attaching the bound morpheme {-hima} to adjectival

bases as shown in (10) below:

(10) Adjectives  Gloss Adverbs Gloss
mo? ‘good/ nice’ mo?-hima ‘nicely’
awizi ‘foolish/careless’ awizd-hima  ‘foolishly/ carelessly’
adibat ‘calm’ addbat-hima ‘calmly’
tiffa ‘bad’ tifi-hima ‘badly’

5.2.3 Frequency Adverbs

Frequency Adverbs are used to indicate how often an action takes place. In Endegai, such

adverbs are derived by using complete reduplication as shown in (11) below:

(11)
Time Adverbs Gloss Frequency Ad. Gloss
a. ra?a ‘morning’ rd?4a-ira?a 'every morning'
b. misadi ‘evening’ misddi-misiadi 'every evening'
c. kdms ‘Thursday’  kdms-kdms ‘every Thursday'
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d. Dim?at ‘Friday’ [Jim?at-[Jim?at ‘every Friday'

e. ahu now ahu-m-ahu-m ‘now and then’

As shown in (11a-d) above total reduplication is used to derive adverbs of frequency. In (11e),
the {-m-} which is attached to /ahu/ ‘now’ is a conjunction morpheme and thus has the
meaning ‘and’. Moreover, there are certain frequency and time adverbs which are derived by
attaching the bound form /ge-/ ‘time’ to indefinite pronouns such as /hi?in/, /att/ and /att-att/

as shown in the examples (12) below:

(12) a. hi%in-ge ‘always’
b. att-ge ‘once’
c. att-att-ge ‘sometimes’
5.2.4 Place Adverbs

One can indicate place adverbs by using different lexical items listed (13) below:

(13) a. for ‘top’
b. késsin ‘under’
C. ift- ift ‘in front of’
d. ti?i ‘back/ behind’
e. dgad ‘side’

As shown in (13 a-d), most of the place adverbs are simple except (13c), which is derived by

reduplicating ift ‘before’.
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5.2.5 Adverbs of Direction

In Endegan adverbs of direction are derived by suffixing the morpheme {-niyd} to place

adverbs and to the demonstrative pronouns /wa/ ‘these’ and /ha/ ‘that’ and to place adverbs as

in (14) below.

(14)

for-niyd

top-towards ‘towards the top’
gidddi-niya

down- towards ‘downward’

wa-niyd azz-i
here-towards see-3ms ‘he saw towards here’
ha-niya mi?a-Ci

here- towards come-3fs ‘she came towards here’

To conclude, in this section, five types of adverbs, that is, adverbs of time, frequency, manner,

place and direction have been discussed. In some of the time adverbs, the morpheme {-ra} is

used to indicate past time while {-4} seems to indicate present. Frequency adverbs are formed

either by total reduplication or by conjoining two time adverbs by the conjunction {-m}.

Manner adverbs are derived by suffixing {-hima} to adjectives. Certain frequency and time

adverbs are derived by attaching {-ge} to indefinite pronouns. Furthermore, we have seen that

place adverbs are simple, except in /ift-ift/ ‘in front of which is derived by reduplication. The

directional adverb is derived by suffixing the morpheme {-niyé} to simple place adverbs and

demonstrative pronouns.
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CHAPTER SIX: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
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In this chapter, we will try to recapitulate the major points raised in the preceding chapters.
The main objective of this thesis is to present an exhaustive descriptive account of Endegan
morphology, which includes the morphology of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives and

adverbs.

In the first chapter, a brief introductory remark of the language, the people, significance and
the research methodology is provided. An overview on the phonology of the language is also

presented.

The second chapter deals with the inflection and derivations of nouns. Singular nouns are not
morphologically marked. Except in limited kinship terms, number is not morphologically
marked in nouns. Singular and plural forms are lexically distinguished whereas some nouns
show plurality by change as in /girdd/ ‘girl’ /gired/ ‘girls’. Gender is also expressed lexically

by using suppletive forms.

Definiteness in Endegan is not morphologically marked. However, definiteness is indicated
by using the possessive suffixed pronouns of the third person or by employing the personal
pronouns of the third person suffixed to nouns. Indefinite nouns are also not morphologically

marked but it is expressed by using indefinite pronouns and quantifiers.

As to the case system of the nouns, ‘core’ and ‘semantic’ cases are identified. The former
includes the nominative, accusative and dative cases while the latter includes the various
semantic cases. The nominative case is not morphologically marked while the morpheme {&-}

attached to [+HUMAN] [+DEFINITE] object NP indicates the accusative case. The
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morpheme {i-}, is a homophones morpheme since it is also attached to the genitive and

dative cases.

The semantic cases are predominantly prepositional and are also homophones. The
instrumental, the temporal and static location is marked by the morpheme {bi-} while {ti-}
shows source as well as comitative cases. The morpheme {-e¢} shows destination of
movement. Regarding the derivational properties of nouns, the morphemes that are used to
derive infinitival, abstract and agentive nominals from nouns or adjectives are identified.
Furthermore, it is also stated that phrases instead of morphological devices are used to in the

formation of instrumental, manner and agentive nominals.

The internal structure of personal, possessives, demonstrative, reflexive, indefinite
interrogative, selective and non-selective and exclusive pronouns of Endegai have been
discussed in chapter three. The case markers used in pronouns are found to be the same as
those found in nouns. Furthermore, it has been shown that number, person and gender are
distinctly marked. The person markers which are also the bases to which number and gender
are attached are {?i-} for first person singular and {?i-} for first plural. {?ah-} marks second
person masculine while {h-t} which is realized as [§] stands for the feminine counterpart.
Third person is marked by {h-t}. It has also been shown that singular is not marked while
plural is marked by {-néd}. The masculine gender is indicated by {-u} in third singular, third
plural, and second person masculine plural. The vowel {-i} marks feminine in the second and
third person singular while it is indicated by {-aa} in second and third plural forms.
Possession in pronouns is expressed by prefixing {&-} to the personal pronoun or any noun or

by using possessive suffixes, which are attached to nouns.
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Moreover, two demonstrative pronouns /wa/ ‘these/this’ and /ha/ ‘that/ those’ have been
identified for the notions near and far to the speaker respectively. Reflexive pronouns are
derived by attaching the possessive markers to the word /gédg/ or /gupi/ ‘self’. Reciprocal
action is indicated by attaching the morpheme {té-} to the second element of the reduplicated
independent pronouns. Indefinite pronouns are compounds of /d?ar/ ‘thing’ or /sédb/ ‘body/

person’ to which different morphemes are attached. Interrogative are found to be lexical.

In chapter four, the verb morphology of Endegan has been presented. It has been stated that
verbs in Endegai has a complex verbal structure consisting of radicals, an aspectual vowel
and pronominal affixes. Verbs in Endegan employ various consonantal and vowel patterning
so as to express grammatical categories such as aspect, tense and mood. It has been shown
that the distribution of subject and object pronominal affixes varies according to the aspect
and person of the verbs. Subject agreement affixes are suffixed to verbs in the perfective
aspect, and jussive mood but are prefixed and suffixed in the imperfective verb form.
Furthermore, in chapter four verbs are classified according to their number of radicals as
mono-, bi-,tri-, and quadri- radicals and as types A, B and C based on the stem pattern a tri-

radical verb shows.

As stated throughout chapter four, verbs in Endegani make distinction between two aspectual
forms perfective and imperfective. The perfective aspect is shown by the vowel {-i-}, which
is found between the ultimate and the penultimate radicals. Thus, verbs assume a particular
morphological shape to distinguish between the aspectual markers. Hence, a tri-radical verb
has the pattern C;4C,C4Cs- in the perfective, and -CyvCy(C;)Cs- in the imperfective.

Temporal distinctions such as past, remote past, present, and past progressive are expressed
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by using auxiliaries and time adverbs. There are two future tenses definite and indefinite. The
definite future is expressed by the morphemes {te/-de}, while indefinite future is indicated by

suffixing {-se}, to the jussive form of the verb.

Furthermore, two jussive stem patterns C;C,aC3 and C1vC,C; have been identified. The
imperative mood has the stem pattern CyvC,4C; and CyvC,C;s pattern. Two types of
conditionals, real and unreal have also been identified. The former is marked by the

morpheme {bi-}, while the latter is indicated by using {ta-}.

Moreover, negation has also been treated in chapter four. Negation in the perfective is
indicated by the negative prefix {an-} and the suffixed main negative markers {-d&/-td}, while

in the imperfective the negative prefix is {a-} and the negative suffixes are {-k4, -té,-d4. }

Regarding the derivation of verbs, two types of verbal derivations: simple and complex are
identified. The former consists of reflexives, passives, causatives, adjutative, iterative and
reciprocal forms of the verb. Moreover, frequentative passive, frequentative reciprocal,
frequentative causative and causative of the frequentative reciprocal are discussed under the
complex verbal derivation. These verb stems are derived by attaching the prefixes {a-/at-},

and {td-} with various consonantal and vowel patterns, and the process of reduplication.

In chapter five, adjectives and adverbs have been discussed. Adjectives do not inflect for the
grammatical categories of person, number, gender and definiteness. Regarding adverbs,
different types of adverbs have been mentioned. Furthermore, the time adverbs are presented.
Here, it is claimed that some of the time adverbs derivational and at the same time indicates

the temporal notions of past, future and/or present.
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