


































































































































































4.2.4 Media Role and Major Factors that Affect the Framing 

Framing is giving priority to some issue while ignoring others and it can be influenced by many 

factors. Here in this study case the factor that affects the framing of the Ethiopia 2015116 drought 

comes from different direction. Generally the factors can be easily categorized as internal and 

external factor. Internal factors are factors which raise as the result of the media organization 

internal sources including the journalists themselves. This includes media house policy, the issue 

of self censorship and professional routine. 

Whereas, external factors are factors, that emerge outside the media organization and cannot be 

controlled by the journalists or media organization effort. This includes printing, rules and 

regulations and sources willingness. Concerning internal factors , it was clearly seen that media 

house policy and ownership were the leading factors that affect framing. 

Informant 9 agree that such reasons holds him from trying to exercise what he learn as a theory 

in school with the what is actually practiced on the ground. Meanwhile he also believes that he 

took a great lesson and life time experience through the times he practice his journalistic 

profession. 

In general the role of the media is to inform, educate and entertain the public through the 

information disseminated by the media. Beside the media agenda settling role it can also make 

other information 's invisible/ salient when the media ignore/giving less coverage some issues. 

The finding indicates that both newspapers were preoccupied with informative role about the 

drought and relief work than informing the public about future weather and drought condition. 

Provision of information alone does not constitute knowledge to the public on potentially 

controversial issues (Andrew, 2011). 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5. Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations 

This final chapter of the stud presents the summary and conclusion of the study based on analysis 

and discussion presented on the previous chapter. Along with this, based on the findings in this 

study, it presented some recommendations and suggests some insights that have a potential for 

further research. 

5.1 Summary 

Despite the great economic progress since 2000, Ethiopia currently struggles to deal with one of 

the longest and worst drought spells in recent history. Agriculture as the backbone of the 

Ethiopian economy determines the growth of all other sectors and consequently, the whole 

national economy. 

According to USAID report, the frequency of nation - wide droughts that cause severe food 

shortage has increased from one in ten years (in 70s and 80s) to once in about three years. As a 

result over 10.2 million people were in need of food assistance as of December 2016, compared 

to 2.9 million in the beginning of201 5. 

Media is one of the important stakeholders in preventing, educating and minimizing drought and 

drought related problems. The way the media frame and cover the problem has a significant 

impact on the public's and other stakeholder' s interpretation and participation in order to control 

and minimizing the effect of the drought. This paper has claimed that it is not only the nwnber of 

stories but the way media frame problems and message designs in different ownership that have 

significant implication on preventing and minimizing drought related issues. The research has 

been conducted with the objective of examining how Ethiopian print media particularl y; Addis 

Zemen and the Reporter Amharic newspapers framed the 20 15116 Ethiopian drought and related 

problems in terms of frames, theme of the story, quoted sources and ownership. The study also 

examined the role of the media on controll ing and minimizing the effect the drought exerts on 

individuals li ve and on the country economy which were used in the stories during September I, 

20 15 - December 30, 20 15. 
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Framing theory was used as a major theoretical framework together with political economy 

theory for the supportive arguments of the study. As the literature suggested through frames the 

media define problems, imply solutions and attribute responsibilities. 

The research was carried out using qualitative approach so as to develop the output and 

presented thematically. Qualitative content analysis and in - depth interview were employed to 

gather information. The content analysis was used to analyze the text information concerning 

frames, coverage, themes, type and location of the story and information source of the articles. 

Whereas, in - depth interview have been conducted with 3 editors and 6 journalists, who wrote 

frequently on the articles during the study period on newspapers in order to fill the information 

gap which have been excruciating to find with the content analysis. Attempts were made to relate 

the discussion with literature documented so far. 

5.2 Conclusion 

Based on the analysis, it was found that the drought was covered by the selected newspapers 

during the study period but lacks continuity and in - depth expert's opinion. This shows that the 

drought was both agenda story as well as national agenda of the country. As a result the 

newspapers report such natural disaster stories because such stories have the capacity to attract 

human interest and information regarding the issue was accessible more currently than before. 

The government was open about the drought to give press relies and organize visits for 

journalists, house of peoples representatives and other stakeholder. On the contrary the affected 

people were less cooperative to proved information to public media journalists rather they prefer 

international media even though there is language barrier. 

Beside this the media house have organized visit to the affected areas usmg their budget. 

However lack of finance, man power and the fact that the drought covered vast geographical 

distribution and magnitude, where contributing factors that affect the media coverage and 

framing of the issues from divers' sources. As a result there was an overwhelming use of 

government sources followed by affected people and donors. 

The newspapers articles tends to focus on reporting what the government is doing in order to 

support the affected people and cattle' s in terms of food and non food di stribution. [n add ition to 
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thi s appeal for additional aid support from international aid organizations and donation was also 

the focus of the articles. Even though, their contribution was on limited extent than it was 

expected. 

In case of Addis lemen, the articles were much of successive stories of the government. This 

does not mean stories that focus on the other aspect of the issue was not reported however such 

stories were limited in number, frames and coverage. 

Whereas in the Reporter case, the articles tend to be more balanced on reporting successive 

stories of the government, the gaps, and complains of the affected peoples. The interview result 

shows and supports the above statement. 

Regarding the frames, Attribution of responsibility and Human Interest was the dominant frame 

used by both Addis lemen and the Reporter. The frames were used to give due emphasis to what 

the government and other stakeholders where doing as well as to tell the stories of individuals 

and communities about the problem they face as the result of the drought. 

Diagnostic and prognostic frames were the second dominant frame used by the newspapers when 

they explain the cause of the drought and possible solutions. Surprisingly the attempt to direct 

possible permanent solution to prevent the drought was coming from the affected peoples. The 

government was super busy by giving press release and distributing aid . In addition to this other 

stakeholders, indigenous Ethiopian 's and expert's opinion and voice were invisible. 

Rather the informants suggest that the government should focus working on aggravating factors 

such as population growth, development of infrastructure to decrease internal migration from 

rural to urban, change the agriculture system, give a continues training to framers on how to use 

land, water and other resources and fina lly aware the farmers about the current global weather 

phenomena so they can produce enough food for themselves and the market using modern 

technology. 

In terms of presenting the effect of the drought, economIc consequence frame was used 

extensively by the Repo rter than Add is lemen, to show how the drought affected the people life 

but also on the economy. 
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The finding also shows that beside the above dominant frames, the other frames were utilized in 

a limited extent. This indicates that either the journalists neglect to utili ze or they have 

knowledge gap. 

Regarding the political economy of the media, the findings of study shows that the type 

ownership over media institutions has a direct effect on how the media frame and cover some 

issues and can consequently influence the content. As the result, most of the articles on Addis 

Zemen are published following the direction and interest of the ruling party because the 

newspaper is a state owned with the aim to serve the state. On the other hand, because the 

Reporter newspaper is privately owned newspaper, it aimed at serving the public without the 

involvement and responsibility of satisfYing other interested group or party. 

During the interview with both newspapers journalist and editors, they admit that the media 

structure of ownership has a great influence and hinder them from practicing their profession 

freely. Even though, such kind of influences starts to show some improvement, the journali sts 

are still just reporting what happen rather than writing concrete arguments based on fact. 

Coming to the media role, as George (1999) stated, in dealing with disaster such as drought, the 

media has an invaluable ally in the provision of information to the public. 

Jacobo (2014), futher emphasis the role oflocal media as critical role because local media outlets 

are known and trusted by the commw1ities they serve, and can ensure that community voices are 

raised on critical concerns. However, the newspapers role during the drought were more or less 

limited on providing information on where the drought occur, how many people and cattle's 

were affected, and on measures been taken by the government and other stakeholders rather than 

discussing the nature of the problem and provide prediction regarding the drought and related 

problems. 

The study concluded that the two newspapers did not play on prevention and early warring 

information especially before the drought affects more than 10.2 million peoples and thousand 

castles. It seems the newspapers ignore or give limited coverage to early warn ing information 

sent from the National Meteorology Agency. 
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5.3 Recommendations 

This study has addressed the topic focusing on how the Ethiopian 2015116 drought was framed 

in Ethiopia local print media during the time frame from September 0 I, 2015 - December 30, 

2015. The study was mainly focused on texts of Addis Zemen and the Reporter newspapers 

factual articles. This study had not covered the stories in broadcast, magazines, pictures and 

other elements of the newspapers . In order to fill this gap, it would be advisable if further 

researches compile in the area. Moreover, the same research could also examine in the online 

stream of international media. 

In addition, a content analysis followed by experimental study that measures the media framing's 

effect from the angle of the readers would add to the current knowledge of media framing. Policy 

makers, implementers and experts must take advantage of the media to educate the public on the 

need of minimizing aggravating factors and early warning information dissemination. The media 

should strive to keep the pastoral and semi - pastorals farmers informed about the current global 

weather phenomena in a way they could understand. 

Moreover, government needs to allocate sufficient budget for federal and regional emergency 

aid service and finalized the work of dams and open irrigated water. Meanwhi le, the media 

owners and practitioners need to give attention to National Meteorology forecast and employed 

the appropriate frame while reporting. 
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No. Name 

1. Zekariyas Sentayehu 

2. Tameru Tsge 

3. Miherate Ashalewe 

4. Wedenahe Zenebe 

5. Fekadu Mola 

6. Getenate Meherati 

7. Kefelayohanes Anberber 

8. Agonafer Gezahegne 

9. Mared Keflu 

Appendixes 

Appendix A 

Key Informants List 

Position Organization 

Editor Reporter 

Editor Reporter 

Journalist Reporter 

Journalist Reporter 

Editor Addis Zemen 

Journalist Addis Zemen 

Journalist Addis Zemen 

Journalist Addis Zemen 

Journalist Addis Zemen 

81 

Experience 

More than 8yrs 

More than 15yrs 

8yrs 

9yrs 

11 yrs 

7yrs 

5yrs 

5yrs 

4yrs 



Name of coder 

Name of the News paper 

Date of publication 

Headline of the article 

Byline 

1. Article Description 

1.1 Article type 

News 

Feature 

Appendix B 

Coding Sheet 

Interview ____________ _ 

Other 

1.2 Location 

Front page 

Inside pages 

Last page 

2. Theme 

Relief 

Appeal 

Government action or policy 

Migration 

Warning of another drought and famine ____________ _ 

Donation 

The extent and magnitude of the drought ____________ _ 

Non-government organizations' activities or policy ____________ _ 

Others _ _______ ___ _ 

3. Sources 

Government official's ___ _________ _ 
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Non-government organizations ____________ _ 

Opposition pmly member ____________ _ 

Indigenous community members ____________ _ 

Affected people ___________ _ 

Donors ____________ _ 

Experts ____________ _ 

Others. ___________ _ 

4. Frames 

4.1 Human interest frame 

Does the story provide a human example/ 

'human face' on the issue? 

Does the story go in to the private/personal 

lives of the actors? 

Does the story emphasize how individuals and 

groups are affected by the drought? 

4.2 Economic consequence frame 

Does the story contain something that focuses on financial loss? 

Does the story state negative effect ofthe drought and famine on 

the poverty reduction strategy plan? 

4.3 Attribution responsibility frame 

Does the story suggest that some level of government has the ability 

to alleviate the drought? 

Does the story suggest that NGOs, intemational communities and 

intemational donors have the ability to alleviate the drought? 

Does the story suggest that the indigenous communities have the 

ability to a ll eviate the problem? 

4.4 Morality frame 

Does the story contain any moral messages? 

Does the story make reference to morality, God, and other religious 

tents? 

Does the story offe r socia l prescriptions about how to behave 
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YeslNo 

YeslNo 

Yes/No 

YeslNo 

YeslNo 

Yes/ No 

Yes/No 

YeslNo 

YeslNo 

YeslNo 



towards the drought? 

4.5 Empathy frame 

Does the story indicate drought affected peoples as 

victims? 

Does the story mention women, elders and children among the 

affected peoples? 

Does the story employ adjective/ personal vignettes that 

generate feelings of outrages, empathy, caring, sympathy or 

compassion? 

4.6 Diagnostic frame 

Does the story provide nature as the cause of the drought? 

Does the story provide government actions (policy, inefficiency etc) 

as causes of the drought? 

Does the story state the socio- economic factors as the causes of the 

drought? 

Does the story state international trade as the cause of the drought? 

Does the story state farming methods and practices as causes of the 

drought? 

4.7 Prognostic frames 

Does the story state the rise of grain price due to the drought? 

Does the story state migration of rural society to cities due to the 

drought? 

Does the story state death among drought affected people? 

Does the story state loss of animals due to drought? 

Does the story state loss of livelihood due to the drought? 

4.8 Motivational frames 

Does the story provide call alarm messages? 

Does the story motivate government to come up with solutions? 

Does the story inspire stake holders to work on the drought issues? 

Does the story encourage communities to prevent themselves from the drought? 
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YeslNo 

YeslNo 

YeslNo 

YeslNo 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/ No 

Yes/ No 



5. Media Role 

5.1 Warning Information 

Does the story warn the coming of another drought? 

Does the story indicate crop failure in the future? 

Does the story provide information about the future weather situation? 

5.2 Information during disasters 

Does the story tell where the drought occurred? 

Does the story tell how many people are affected? 

Does the story provide information measures taken and situation of 

the problem again? 

5.3 Relief information 

Does the story talk about the amount and type of the relief? 

Does the story talk about distribution of relief food and other aids? 

Does the story talks about the progress of the relief situation? 

Does the story provide steps or actions that should be taken to 

Prevent the drought from happing? 

No 

If any please suggest. _____ __ _ 
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Yes/ No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/ 



Appendix C 

Coding Guide 

Name of coder ___ the coder should write her/his name. 

Name the newspaper __ the coder should write name of the media. 

Data of publication __ write the date the story was publishes-month, day and year. 

Headline __ wri tes the headline and sub - headline if the story has. 

Byline the coder should write the name of the story writer 

Article description 

Article description __ note whether the article is news, feature or interview. 

Location __ note whether the story was placed on front, inside or back pages of the newspaper. 

Theme 

Theme refers to the central focus of the story. 

Relief - when the central focus of the story is on food or non-food di stribution. 

Appeal - refers to request for aid made hy the government or other agent. 

Government action! policy - when the stories focus is on what the government officials or organ 

is doing. For instance, if the article focus on official 's visits to the affected areas. 

Migration - when the story states migration or di splacement of the affected people from their 

home towns. 

Warning of another drought and famine - when the story ind icates the coming of similar the 

drought and famine in the future 

Donation -when the article focus on charity or donation by different agents. 

The extent and magnitude of the drought - when the article states the geographical di stribution 

of the drought and famines, the number of affected people etc. 

Non-government organizations' activities - when the story focuses on what these originations 

are doing. 

Others - when the story focuses on other points other than what is outl ined above. 
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Major types of causes mentioned in the story 

~ Poverty 

~ Climate change 

~ Deforestation 

~ Unsustainable land use 

~ Other 

Sources: Sources refer to as a name(s) of a person, group or organization that are quoted directly 

or indirectly in the story. 

Government officials - refers to any government officials, from the president to small town 

administrators 

Non - government organizations - refers to any non-profit originations and their spokes persons. 

For instance, save the children 

Opposition party member - refers to any political party other than the ruling party. 

Indigenous community members - refers to Ethiopians other than the directly affected people. It 

includes both who live in Ethiopian and abroad. 

Affected people - refers to the rural communities who are directly affected. 

Donors - refers to donor nations. For instance, Ambassadors of US or Britain. 

Experts - refers to sources that are quoted to give explanation of what is going on. For instance, 

economists etc 

Others - refers sources other than what is outline above. For instance, Unnamed sources. 

87 



Type of frames 

~ Human interest frame - when the story provides one or more individuals or a group as an 

example or indicator of the problem. 

~ Economic frame - when the story mentions the impact of the drought lssue on an 

individual' s as well as country's economy. 

~ Attribution of responsibility frame - when the story suggests individuals or an 

organization should take actions on the issue. 

~ Mortality frame - when the story tells the readers to do or not to do something. 

~ Empathy frame - when the story uses different adjectives that describe victimized people 

as victims. 

~ Diagnostic frame - when the story lists ranges of causes of the drought. 

~ Prognostic fame - whcn thc story provides the effects of the drought on the individual as 

well as the country and provides solutions. 

~ Motivational frame - when the study provides a call alarm messages. 
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Appendix D 

Interview guides 

1. General 

- What is your reflection on the 20 15116 drought? 

- How did you and your media cover the drought? 

- Do you think your reports had influence on the audience? 

- Were there responses from the readers through telephone, mail or email, etc? 

2. Themes 

- What were the central point's you discussed in the articles? 

- What was the justification for focusing on these themes? 

3. Sources 

- Who were the sources you quote in drought related stories? 

- Why did you approach these sources? 

- Was there any pressure from interest groups to write the story in certain ways? 

4. Frames 

- How did you construct the stories on drought related issues and why? 

- How do you frame drought related stories? 

- Which types of framing do you think is/are most effective in influencing people 's behavior on 

drought related stories? 

- What add itional factors affected the way you covered the 20 15/16 drought? 

Human interest frame 

~ Do you think using human face in the stories is important? Why? 

~ How do you involve victimized persons in your stories? 

Economic consequence frame 

~ How do you describe implicati on of the drought on Ethiopia eco nomy? 
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~ To w hat extent do you write about the relation between the dro ught and economic 

impact it has? 

Attribution responsibility frame 

~ Who do you think is responsible to come up w ith the effecti ve solutions for problem? 

~ To whom did you attribute the responsibility and Why? 

Morality frame 

~ Did you consider the societi es' beliefs and values in wring the stories? 

~ Does the story offer soc ial prescriptions about how to behave towards the drought? 

~ What are the justifications for not suggesting actions the readers should take towards 

addressing and controll ing the drought? 

E mpathy frame 

~ What kind of expressions do you use fo r the victims? 

~ What are the justifications fo r using such express ions? 

Diagnostic frame 

~ What do you think is the major cause of the problem? 

~ Why did most articles state nature as reason for the problems? 

~ What was the reason for the limited discuss ion of other causes in most of the articles? 

Prognostic frame 

~ What do you think are the effects of the drought? 

~ As a media station does your organization, r ecommend solutions for the preva iling the 

problem? 

Motivational frame 

~ What kind of strategies did you use to persuade s take holders? 

5. Media roles 

~ What roles do you think your media played in reporting drought related issues? 

~ What type of report do you thi nk are suitable for these ro les? 
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