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Appendices 

Appendix A: Respondents of the Interview 

JDStitutioo Position Date nfthe interview 

Fassil Redi Sheger FM radio Head of sport section and September 02, 2015 
I. 

Editor 

2. 
Reporter September 02, 2015 

Silesh 

Zemen Reporter September 05 , 2015 
3. 

Abebe Newspaper 

4. Henok Yared Reporter Newspaper 

5. 
Dereje 

Tegenaw 

Haylu Sahle Addis Zemen Senior Editor September 14,2015 
6. 

Dengil Newspaper 

Tekel Eth Broadcasting Head of Entertainment September 17,2015 
7. 

Corporation and Sport Department 

Girma Ethiopian Broadcasting 
8. 

Bekele Corporation 



Appendix B: Code sheet 

1. Name of the coder .. . ... . .. .. 

2. Code ..... 

3. The name of media channel.. .. ...... . ... .. . 

4. The types of media channel 

1. Television 

2. Radio 

3. Newspaper 

5. The ownerships of Media 

I. Government/public 

2. Privatel commercial 

6. The title of the story ......... . 

7. Date of publication (DatelMonthlYear) . ... . . . . .. . 

8. The writer of the story 

I . Reporter who works for the media channel 

2. News wire, outside the media channels 

3. Journalists in collaboration with others 

4. Con not be determined 

9. The Practices of sport journalism 

9.1 In which period/time the story has been broad casted (for broadcast media)? 

I. At the prime-time (news time) 

2. At a time that is specifically allocated for sport only 

9.2 What the story is discussed about? 

I . Local issues 

2. Global issues 

9.3 What is the tone of the story? 

I. Positive 

2. Negative 

3. Neutral 

4. Difficult to judge 

.. 



9.4 Where the story is categorized among the following choices? 

9.5 

9.6 

I. Event based reporting 

2. Investigative 

3. The story generated from press conference/ briefing 

4. The story generated from interview 

5. The story generated from the news release ofPR 

The type of sport covered in the story 

I. Football 

2. Athletics 

3. Gymnastics 

4. Volleyball 

5. Box 

6. Ground Tennis 

7. Cycling, 

8. Different types of sport, etc 

What is the theme of the story? 

I. Emphasizes on the result of a certain Competition 

2. Emphasize on the development of sport 

3. Emphasize on personal profile (athletes, coaches, managers etc) 

4. Emphasize on the contributions of sport on political, social or economical 

development or peace building 

5. Other issues 

10. Ethical issues/dilemmas of sport journalism 

10.1 The truthfulness of the story 

I. Free from rumors 
a. Yes b. No 

2. Free from speculation 

a. Yes b.No 

3. Using attribution 

a. Yes b. No 



4. Using appropriate source 

a. Yes b. No 

10.2 The objectivity of the story 

I. Free from the opinions/judgment of journalists 

a. Yes b. No 

2. Free from the stances and viewpoints of media channel 

a. Yes b. No 

10.3 The fairness of the story 

I. Does the story needs to be balanced or is it two sided? 

a. Yes b. No 

2. The inclusion of contrary view points of both sides 

a. Yes b.No 

3. If an opportunity is given for a person (who was accused publicly) to respond 

a. Yes b. No 

10.4 The accuracy of the story 

I. If there is attributed source 

a. Yes b. No 

2. The usage of appropriate source 

a. Yes b. No 

3. Free from assumptions 

a. Yes b. No 

4. Ifthere are facts and figures 

a. Yes b. No 

10.5 The issue of responsibility in the story 

I. Free from the usage of offensive and libelous languages 

a. Yes b. No 

2. Capable of bringing positive impacts and consequences on the lives ofthe society 

a. Yes b. No 



Appendix C: Code Book (guide) 

The primarily objective of this code book is providing explanations and clues for the 

coders in order to enable them to code each story easily based on the questions raised in 

the code sheet. Therefore, it is tried to clarify the major issues of the code sheets as well 

as the coding procedures in the code book. 

1. The Coding Process ofMedia Channels and Stories 

The research will analyze the contents of 2 broadcast (EBC television program, FBC 

national radio program, Sheger F.M radio program) and 2 newspaper (Addis Zemen and 

Reporter) media channels. 

So, all of these media channels have been coded as follows by taking the first letters of 

their names and the media type (broadcast or newspaper). 

1. EBC television program = BE 

2. FBC national radio program = BF 

3. Sheger F.M radio program = SHB 

4. Addis Zemen and = NA 

5. Reporter = NR 

Accordingly, the stories of these media channels will be coded with threc digits (starting 

from 001) by prefacing the codes given for media channels. For example, if we take 

story-X from EBC television program, it can be identified as BE-OOI and the second 

story will be continued as BE-002, the third as BE-003, etc. 

2. The Coder Identity (ID) 

Two coders will participate on the coding process of the story so they are expected to 

give their own ID as coder-l (C 1) and coder- 2 (C2). 

3. The name of media channel 

The coder will write the legitimate name of the media institutions. E.g The name of 

media channel: .S.lle&eJ..fM.RlI.9.iR. 

4. Types of media channel 

The types of media channels should be identified for each story. If the coder gets the 

story from Ethiopian Television (EBC, he/she should select 1; if the coder gets the story 



from Sheger and Fana Broadcasting Corporate, 2 should be selected; and if the story is 
taken from Addis Zemen or reporter, he/she will write 3 on the provided space. 

5. The ownership of Media 

The coder has to type 1, if the media channel is owned by government and established 
primarily to serve the general public; 2 if the media channels are private and organized 
mainly to generate income aside to serve the public. 

6. The title of the story 

The title of the story has to be included in the space provided in the code sheet. 
7. Date of publication (Date/MonthNear) 

The coder is expected to write the date, month and year when the story is published or 
broadcasted in a certain media channel. 

8. The writer of the story 

More often, various stories have been written by different individuals or with 
collaborations. Thus, the coders are better to put the person who wrote the story. And so, 
if the story is written by the reporter (who permanently works for the media channel), 
he/she can select I , if the story is written by the news wire (who works outside the media 
channels), the coder should select 2; if the story is produced by journalists in 
collaboration with others, the coder supposed to select 3; and if it is difficult to identify 
the writer, the coder has to put 4 on the provided space. 

The Practices of sport journalism 

1. The Practices of sport journalism 

1.1 In which period/time the story has been broadcasted (for broadcast media)? 
Media channels always allocate their air time for different issues such as politics, health 
business, fashion etc. Sport has also its own air time and space both in broadcast and 
newspaper media channels, even though various media channels treat it in different ways. 
So, it is expected that the coders indicate when the story was provided to society. If the 
media channels distributed it in their prime-time (news hours in the evening, and at the 
lunch time), the coder should select 1; at the time that is specifically allocated for sport 
only (for example at the end of the news program, at the end of the whole day program of 



the media channels particularly in the evening), the coder can select 2; and at other times 
that sport issues never been reported or seen, the coder should select 3. 

1.2 The location of the story (for Newspaper) 

Similarly, if the story has been found at the front page in the newspapers the coder will 
select 1; if the story has been published in the inside part of the story the coder has to 
write 2; and if the story is placed at the back side of the news paper, the coder should 
select 3. 

1.3 The source of information 

If the reporter find the information from the government body (federal sport commission 
and other structures of government), the coder will select 1, if the story is originated from 
sport associations such as federations, clubs and other sport associations etc, the coder 
will type 2; if the story talks about the lives of individuals through interview or other 
information gathering methods, the coder should write 3; and if the story deals about the 
global issues and the journalists gathered information from the international mainstream 
media (CNN, BBC, etc.), the coder is supposed to select 4. 

1.4 What is the issue that the story discussed about? 
In the coding process, coders may get different sport stories that emphasize on local or 
global news. Accordingly, the coders have to select 1, if the story discus about the sport 
developments of Ethiopia including the competitions of the national team with other 
countries, the buildings of infrastructures, trainings, regional and national competitions, 
different conferences and meetings; and 2 ifthe story provides global issues including the 
competitions of other nations (the leagues of England, Spain, German, Italian etc), the 
profiles of international professional athletes excluding Ethiopians, the transfer of 
athletes from one club to the other etc. 

1.S What is the tone of the story? 

To identify the tones of the story the coder is supposed to critically interpret and evaluate 
the themes of the story. And based on hislher understanding the coder should select 1, if 
the story promotes the developments of sport in Ethiopia; and shows the stance, 
agreement, support, or affirmation to the sport development activities of government, 
federations, clubs and other concerned bodies. Whereas if the story shows disagreement, 
opposition, or denial on a certain issues and stands against the stances of the concerned 



body; the coder will type 2; and if the story does not contain any word or phrases in favor 
or disagreeing with those indicated issues, the coder should type 3. Finally, if it IS 

difficult to categorize in those three groups, the coder ,should select 4. 
1.6 What type of story is it? 

In the contemporary world , due to the opening out of the opportunities and the potentials, 
journalists and different media channels easily develop a news story on particular issue. 
Accordingly, the coder will select 1, if the story shows a particular event like 
competitions, festivals, meeting etc; 2 if the story tries to explore a certain wrongdoings, 
corruptions, the shortcomings of the governing bodies of sport and other issues by 
conducting thorough research and investigation; 3 if the story has been generated from 
the press briefings/conferences produced by sources and if the writer gives any clues that 
shows where the information acquired from. Finally, the coder should type 4, if the story 
shows any interviewed sources; and 5 if the story indicates as it has been written based on 
the news release produced by the governing bodies of sport (Federal sport commission, 
federations, clubs etc). 

1.7 The type of sport covered in the story 

The media channels may provide a story about a certain sport so the coder should identify 
and name this sport. For example, if the story deals about cycling, the coder has to write 
cycling in the provided space of the code sheet. 

1.8 What is the theme of the story? 

The coder is expected to put 1, if the story tells about results of a certain local and global 
competition e.g. the matches between clubs, national teams, Ethiopian championships, 
leagues of the foreign nations (England, Spain, German, Italian, etc.); 2 if the story 
describes about the developments of sport in Ethiopia such as the expansions of 
infrastructures, trainings, the expansions of different sport associations and so on; 3 if the 
story focuses on the private lives and profiles of athletes, coaches, managers and other 
sport persons; 4 if the story explains the issues related to the contribution of sport for 
political, social and economical developments of the country like job creation(the incomes 
of athletes and other society who participate in the developments of sport), cultural 
sharing among the ethnic groups and peoples, peace building, celebrations of different 



national and political events through sporting activities etc; 5 if the story provides 
different topic from the above mentioned reporting areas. 

Ethical issues/dilemmas of sport journalism 

1. The truthfulness of the story 

1.1 Free from rumors 

This question provides to categories: I = yes and 2 = no. Therefore, the coders should 
select 1, if the story is liberated from rumors and excludes the expressions like ""fi~A (it 
is said that), 'I'm4l"lA (it is indicated that), "'(J)C::l:A (it is talked that), "'09"::l:A (it is 
heard that) etc; and 2 if the writer uses these expressions that potentially show the 
possibilities of the story to be rumor. 

1.2 Free from speculation 

In the most cases, it is believed that the languages and expressIOns such as ""1111-
"''19'';:l:A(it is estimated that), "'1111- .emfi:PA (it is expected that), .,,1111- .e;t'MA (it 
is assumed that), "'1111- .e;t'uu'i A (it is believed that), etc show speculation. So, the 
coder has to select 1, if these ways of expressions and languages have been excl uded in 
the story; and 2 if the story uses these way of expression and languages. 

1.3 Using attribution 

If the writer of the story refers a source in hislher report, the coder will write 1; or if 

he/she use anonymous source or if the source never has been cited in the story the coder 

has to select 2. 

1.4 Using appropriate source 

Journalists use different sources to gather information. Accordingly, if journalists cite the 

appropriate and significance source in the story (e.g athletics professionals and 

management personnel for athletics related issues, professionals for further professional 

explanations, management personnel for administrative issues, etc.), the coder can select 

1; on the other hand if the reporter use unrelated sources (e.g. if the journalists contact 



athletics professionals for football reporting or if the source is professional for managerial 

issues), the coder should select 2. 

2. The objectivity of the story 

2.1 Free from opinions/judgments and stands 

This variable comprises two categories: 1 = yes and 2 = no. So the coder should select I, if 

the story avoids any sort of opinions and negative or positive judgments of journalists; as 

well as does not reflect the stance of the media channel. Because, in some cases, 

journalists may forward his/her point of views and stances of the media channel on a 

certain issues. However, if the story shows any opinions/judgments and stands of the 

journalists and media channels, the coder must type 2. 

3. The fairness of the story 

3.1 The inclusion of contrary view points of both sides 
In most cases, the news stories are two sided so the coders are supposed to select 1, if the 

story entertains both sides without bias, and 2 if the story talks only about one sides of the 

story or if the story emphasize to explain one point of views. 

3.2 If an opportunity is given for a person (who was accused publicly) to respond 
In any time, an individual might be accused publicly through media channels. Therefore, 
if the story gives the opportunity for the person who was publicly criticized and narrates 
hislher response, the coder should select 1, and if not the coder can simply put 2. 

4. The accuracy of the story 

4.1 If there is attributed source 

The coder has to select I, if the reporter cites any source of information in the story,. and . 
2, ifthe story does not include where the information is found . 

4.2 The usage of appropriate source 

As it has been mentioned earlier, journalists use different sources to gather information. 
Therefore, if the journalist cite the appropriate and significance source in the story, the 
coder can select I; and if the reporter use unrelated sources (e.g. if the journalists contact 



athletics professionals for football reporting or if the source IS professional for 
managerial issues), the coder should select 2. 

4.3 Free from assumptions 

If the writer reports the story based on solid facts by avoiding expressions and languages 
that show assumptions, the coder should select!. On the other hand, if the writer 
includes assumptions the coder has to select 2. 

4.4 If the story incorporate facts and figures 
If the writer includes facts and figures in the story, the coder should select!. On the other 
hand, if the story needs figures and the writer simply narrates the story without figures 
the coder has to select 2. 

5. The issue of responsibility in the story 
5.1 Free from the usage of offensive and libelous languages 

The coder has to type 1, if the story excludes offensive and libelous expressions and 
words that may potentially damage the reputation of individuals and undermine the 
norms and cultures of the society; and 2 if the writer uses any offensive words. 

5.2 Capable of bringing positive impacts and consequences 
To code this specific question, the coder is expected to critically understand and 
interpret the themes of the story. So, based on his/her understanding if the news story 
tends to bring positive consequences particularly in the lives of the society and 
contributes to the developments of sport, the coder should select 1, and if it stands on the 
contrary, the coder has to select 2. 

6. The issue of Sensationalism 

6.1 Exaggeration 

In the news story, if the reporter uses exaggerating expressions and phrases that lead 
readers to perceive the reported issues in the wrong way, the coder should select 1, and 
if the story uses the appropriate words that aimed only to transmit the intended 
information and solid facts, the coder has to write 2. 

6.2 Usage of more attention grabbing languages and expressions instead of providing 
facts 

The writer may use more attention grabbing languages and expressions in hislher story 
to maintain the attentions of the readers. So, the coder is supposed to select I for such 
kind of stories; and 2 if the story uses more informative but not attention grabbing 
languages. 



Appendix D: Interview Question for Journalists 

a. Name .... . 

b. Gender ........ .. 

c. Educational background ...... .... 

d. Age ............ . 

e. Employer organization ...... 

f. Position ......... 

1. Do you often discus about the issues of sport reporting in the editorial meetings as other 
reporting areas? If no why? 

2. How do the management personnel perceive the practice of sport journalism or sport 
reporting? Do they consider it as luxurious and extra work for their media channel? 

3. Does the media institution allocate the appropriate resource (finance, material, human 
resource) for the sport section? If no, why? 

4. Do the management personnel (department heads, chief editors, managers of the media 
channel) equally treat sport sections with other areas of reporting such as politics, health, 
business etc? If not, why? 

5. Which ethical dilemma commonly occurred in your newsroom? 
.,/ The problem of objectivity 

.,/ The problem offairness 

.,/ The problem of truthfulness 

.,/ The problem of accuracy 

5.1. Who is the final decision maker to provide a news report on a particular issue? (the 
reporter, editor, the department head, or the manager) 
.,/ To decide what should to be reported? 

.,/ To select the angle of the story? 

.,/ To decide the contents of the story? 

.,/ To allocate time and space? 

5.2. Is there any occasion that entertain conflicts between journalists themselves, journalists 
and editors or management personnel, journalists and owners or others? If yes, what 
were the reasons of the confl ict? 



5.3. What is the major role of advertisers in your institution? Do they limit themselves on 
providing the financial and material sponsorships only; or do they participate in the 
news decision process? 

5.4. Is there any occasion that the news sources particularly event organizers provide the 
accommodation (transport, per diem; food, gifts such as bag, scarf, sport wearing cloths 
etc; food and so on) for journalists? If yes how often? 

5.5.How do you evaluate the relationship between journalists and sources particularly with 
athletes, coaches, managers etc? Is it intimate or detached? 

6. What is your role in the process of news distribution? Is it limited on gathering information 
and writing the first draft of the news story? 

7. What is the primary objective of the institution in sport reporting? 
~ To maximize profit from sponsorship 

~ To satisfY the interests ofthe society 

~ If any other, please specifY 

8. Do you think about the consequences and impacts of the sport stories ahead? Particularly on 
their negative side effects? 

9. Do you believe that the news stories provided by your media channel aimed to support the 
development of sport in Ethiopia? 

10. Do you believe that your media channel provide the appropriate servICe for sport 
community? If yes How? 

II. What is the challenge of sport reporting in Ethiopia? 

ILL Internal challenge ... . 

11.2. External challenge .... . 

12. What challenge you face for being a sport journalist? 

\ 



Appendix E: Interview Question for Management personnel (Editors and 
department heads or Editor in chiefs) 

a) Name .. .. . 

b) Gender ........ .. 

c) Educational background .......... 

d) Age ............ . 

e) Employer organization ...... 

f) Position ......... 

1. Do you often discus about the issues of sport reporting in the editorial meetings as other 
reporting areas? If no, why? 

2. How do you perceive the practice of sport journalism or sport reporting? Do you consider it 
as luxurious and extra work for your media channel? 

3. Does the media channel allocate the appropriate resource (finance, material, human 
resource) for the sport section? Ifno, why? 

4. Do you equally threat sport sections with other areas of reporting such as politics, health, 
business etc? Or do the issues of sport get priority after the coverage of those political, 
social and health issues? If yes, why? 

5. Which ethical dilemma commonly occurred in your institution? 
~ The problem of objectivity 

~ The problem of fairness 

~ The problem of truthfulness 

, ~ The problem of accuracy 

5.1 Who is the final decision maker to provide a news report on a particular issue? (the 
reporter, editor, the department head, or the manager) 
~ To decide what should to be reported? 

~ To select the angle of the story? 

~ To decide the contents of the story? 

~ To allocate time and space? 

5.2 Is there any occasion that entertain conflicts between journalists themselves, journalists 
and editors or management personnel, journalists and owners or others? If yes, what were 
the reasons of the conflict? 



Appendix E: Interview Question for Management personnel (Editors and 
department heads or Editor in chiefs) 

a) Name ... . . 

b) Gender ......... . 

c) Educational background .... . .... . 

d) Age ............ . 

e) Employer organization ..... . 

f) Position ... .. . .. . 

1. Do you often discus about the issues of sport reporting in the editorial meetings as other 

reporting areas? If no, why? 

2. How do you perceive the practice of sport journalism or sport reporting? Do you consider it 

as luxurious and extra work for your media channel? 

3. Does the media channel allocate the appropriate resource (finance, material, human 

resource) for the sport section? If no, why? 

4. Do you equally threat sport sections with other areas of reporting such as politics, health, 

business etc? Or do the issues of sport get priority after the coverage of those political , 

social and health issues? If yes, why? 

5. Which ethical dilemma commonly occurred in your institution? 

v' The problem of objectivity 

v' The problem of fairness 

v' The problem of truthfulness 

v' The problem of accuracy 

5.1 Who is the final decision maker to provide a news report on a particular issue? (the 

reporter, editor, the department head, or the manager) 

~ To decide what should to be reported? 

~ To select the angle of the story? 

~ To decide the contents of the story? 

~ To allocate time and space? 

5.2 Is there any occasion that entertain conflicts between journalists themselves, journalists 

and editors or management personnel , journalists and owners or others? If yes, what were 

the reasons of the conflict? 



is the major role of advertisers in your institution? Do they limit themselves on 

ling the financial and material sponsorships only; or do they participate in the news 

on process? 

:re any occasion that the news sources particularly event organizers provide the 

nmodation (transport, per diem; food, gifts such as bag, scarf, sport wearing cloths 

food and so on) for journalists? If yes how often? 

: is your role in the process of news distribution? Is it limited on facilitation and 

orting journalists? 

.s the primary objective ofthe institution in sport reporting? 

To maximize profit from sponsorship 

To satisfy the interests of the society 

If any other, please specify 

IU think about the consequences and impacts of the sport stories a head? Particularly 

:ir negative side effects? 

)U believe that the news stories provided by your media channel aimed to support the 

opment of sport in Ethiopia? 

ou believe that your media channel provide the appropriate service for sport fans? If 

low? 

t is the qualification that your media company requires to recruit sport j ournalists? 

t is the challenge of sport reporting in Ethiopia? 

1.1 Internal challenge ... . 

1.2 External challenge .... . 

~pendix F: Questions for Focus Group discussions 

JW do you evaluate the -practices of sport journalism In Ethiopia? How do media 

stitutions and management personnel conceive the profession of sport journalism? , 

'hat are the Ethical dilemmas that commonly occurred in Ethiopian sport journalism? 

.ow far sport journalists practice their daily journalistic activities as per the ethical 

rinciples? 

ilhat are the challenges in the practice of sport journalism in Ethiopia? 
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