
              ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 
 
         SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

CURRUNT PRACTICES AND CHALLENGES OF                  
Addis Ababa MUSEUM 

 
                                                                                

                                                                                        SOLOMON    BIRHANE 

 

 

                                                                                                      MARCH      2016 



CURRENT PRACTICES AND CHALLENGES  

                    OF Addis Ababa MUSEUM 

 

A Thesis Presented to the School of Graduate Studies 

of Addis Ababa University in partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in 

Museum Studies. 

 

 
 
 
 
                    Solomon Birhane 
 
 
                                                March 2016 
 
                                                Addis Ababa 
 



 
CURRENT PRACTICES AND CHALLENGES 
                 OF Addis Ababa MUSEUM 
                                    
                                                          By 
 
                           SOLOMON BIRHANE 
 
        Department Of Archaeology and Heritage 
  
                                  Management 
 
 
 
 
Approved by Board of Examiners 

Advisor 

--------------- ------------------- 

External Examiner 

--------------- ------------------- 

Internal Examiner                                

---------------- ------------------- 

 



                                   Acknowledgements 

The preparation of this thesis would not have been possible without the kind support and help of 

many individuals. Especially Dr. Ahmed Hassan’s support was quite immense. I would like to 

express my gratitude towards my adviser Dr. Zelalem Teffera for his encouragement which 

helped me to complete of this thesis.  

My thanks and appreciation also go to Colonel Jemal Adem Nur for his support in allowing me 

enough time to accomplish this task from the office where I am working for. I am highly 

indebted to the Addis Ababa Museum personnel, Atsbeha Gebre-Egziabher, Hailemelekot 

Agizew and Major Abraham Abay for their guidance and constant support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                          AAbbssttrraacctt    

TThhee  aaiimm  ooff   tthhiiss  tthheessiiss  iiss  ttoo  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  aanndd  ttoo  iiddeennttii ffyy  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  pprraaccttiicceess  aanndd  

cchhaall lleennggeess  ooff   AAddddiiss  AAbbaabbaa  MMuusseeuumm..  TThhee  ff iinnddiinngg  ooff  tthhiiss  ppaappeerr  wwii ll ll   sshhooww  wwhheenn  aanndd  

hhooww  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm  wwaass  ooppeenneedd..  TThhee  nnaattuurree  ooff   ccuurrrreenntt  pprraaccttiicceess  aanndd  ii ttss  cchhaall lleennggeess  aarree  

ggooiinngg  ttoo  bbee  aaddddrreesssseedd  iinn  tthhiiss  ssttuuddyy..    TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff   EEtthhiiooppiiaann  aanndd  ffoorreeiiggnn  vviissii ttoorrss  

aanndd  aammoouunntt  ooff   mmoonneeyy  ggeenneerraatteedd  wwii ll ll   bbee  cclleeaarrllyy  sseeeenn  iinn  tthhee  ff iinnddiinngg  ooff   tthhiiss  ssttuuddyy..  

MMoorreeoovveerr,,  tthhee  ssiiggnnii ff iiccaannccee  ooff   mmuusseeuummss  ttoo  tthhee  ggeenneerraall   ppuubbll iicc  iinn  pprroommoottiinngg  ccuull ttuurree,,  

iiddeennttii ttyy,,  hhiissttoorryy  aanndd  eeccoonnoommyy  wwii ll ll   bbee  ddiissccuusssseedd..  DDaattaa  wwii ll ll   bbee  ccooll lleecctteedd  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff   

iinntteerrvviieeww,,  qquueessttiioonnnnaaii rree,,  ppeerrssoonnaall   oobbsseerrvvaattiioonn,,  pphhoottooggrraapphhss,,  aarrcchhiivveess  aanndd  ootthheerr  

mmeeaannss..  PPuurrppoosseeffuull   ssaammppll iinngg  wwii ll ll   bbee  uusseedd  ttoo  sseelleecctt  iinnffoorrmmaannttss  aanndd  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  wwhhoo  

aarree  ggooiinngg  ttoo  ff ii ll ll   tthhee  qquueessttiioonnnnaaii rree  wwii ll ll   bbee  sseelleecctteedd  tthhrroouugghh  rraannddoomm  ssaammppll iinngg..  TThhee  
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                                        Research Questions for Interview 

1. What looks like the museum mode of acquisition, preservation, deaccession, and 

collecting of museum items? 

2. Does the museum have a policy of collecting, acquisition, preservation and deaccession? 

3. Does the museum have enough collection (items) to display the culture, heritage and 

history of Addis Ababa city? 

4. How much the museum is attractive to local and foreign visitors? 

5. What are the main challenges the museum facing currently? 

6. What do you think about the museum organizational structure and governance?  

7. For what purpose Addis Ababa museum was founded? 

8. What is its financial and human capacity? 

9. In terms of collecting, preserving, and displaying Addis Ababa’s heritage what is the role 

of the museum? 

10. What is the role of Addis Ababa museum in promoting Addis Ababa’s tourism? 

11. How your office does help Addis Ababa museum in formulating acquisition policy and 

heritage preservation? 

12. Exactly what does Addis Ababa museum preserve? History, material culture, spiritual 

culture? 

13. Do you think that Addis Ababa museum is playing the role it has been given? If yes tell 

me its achievements? If no tell me the problems? 

14. How do you think these problems will be solved?   

 



 

Research Questionnaire for Addis Ababa Museum 

1. How much the museum is promoted to visitors? 

A) Extremely promoted 

B) Very promoted  

C) Low promoted 

D) No promoted at all 

1. How much the guiding in the museum is adequate? 

A) Above enough  

B) Enough 

C) Below enough 

2. Since the only city museum of Africa’s capital Addis Ababa, how much money the 

museum generate annually?  

A) Above expected 

B) As expected  

C) Below expected  

3. What looks like the museum security from potential danger? 

A) It is highly secured 

B) It is secured 

C) It is highly exposed to potential danger  

4. How much the museum is accessible? 

A) It is accessible to both normal and disable visitors 



B) It is accessible to normal visitors only 

C) It is not accessible to both normal and disable visitors  

5. How much the museum materials are preserved? 

A) Highly preserved  

B) Preserved well 

C) Not preserved 

6. How far government is paying due attention to the museum? 

A) High attention 

B) Medium attention 

C) Low attention 

D) No attention at all 

7. How much the collecting fee is free of stealing? 

A) It is absolutely free of stealing  

B) It is exposed to stealing in some extent  

C) It is highly exposed to stealing 

 

 

 

 


