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The Economi c Bas i of Conflic t Among t ~ 

Nu~r and Anuak Communi t i e s 

Shun18 t Si sha gne 

The 1902 b oundar y agr eeme n t be t ween Et h i op i a and Great 

Britain b rou ght t h e Anu ak and t h e Nlier p e op l es livin g on bot h 

side s of the forn tie r und er t h e r u l e of c entra l gov e r nmen t 

authority . Howev e r , t he e fforts t o b ring t h em into submis s i on 

r e ma ine d unsucce s s f u l f or s e v e r a l ye ars . 

Archiva l mat e r i a ls at the Mi n i str y of I nte r i or , t h e 

Illub abo r Provinci a l Admin i s tra t i on and t h e Gamb ella Awr a ja 

Administra tion t e st i fy to t h e p r epon d e r anc e of vi o l enc e i n t h e 

Nu e r and the Anu ak soc i e t i e s . Th e t r adit i on of v i ole n c e is 

so s trongly mar ked i n t h e ir s oc i a l l i f e t h a t an inv e s tig a tion 

of the factors contribu tin g to v i o l en c e and t h e d v e lopme n t of 

v io l ent b e havior may h e l p t o u n d er stand t h e sub j ec t s be tt e r . 

The Anuak and t h e Nu e r l and wh ich i s s epara t e d from t h e 

p l a t eau by p r e c i p i tou s e sc a rpme n ts and inhosp itab l e c lima t e 

sc arcily attracte d th~ a tt e n t i on of outs i d e rs , s av e fo r a 

f ew slave r a i d e rs and e l ephant hunt e r s . Th is naturally i nhab i t e d 

i nt e r ac tion b e tween t he Anuak and the Nu e r and t h e h i gh l and 

Et h i op i an s , the r e b y , narrowi n g the soc i a l t i e s of t h e Anu ak and 

the Nue r . Th e i r s e lf- suff ici en c y base d on v e ry simpl e mat eri a l 

cul ture limi t e d t h Eir h ori z on and d i sc oura ged t h e d e v e lop men t 

of i n t e rdepen d enc e wi t h a i d e r soc i a l community. 

Vi o l en c e Among t h e Nu e r 

Th e Nu e r who are p r e d omi nant l y pastor a l pe op l h ad a ll ,h i r 

i nt er e s t s fixe d on t he i r h e r ds . They l ead wonde ring l i f e i n 
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s earch of wat e r and vegetat i on . uch a l i f n r u r es 

qu ali t i e s tha t enab l o t he pas torali s t t o s urvi ve the har ds i p 

and t he competi t i on fOT gr az i ng. Cour age and skill i n f i ghti g 

are h i ghly est e emGd .
l 

One ' s st atu s i n a Nu er c ommun ity i s de t ermined by the 

numb er of catt l e he owns . Ot her t han p roviding t he me ans of 

l i ve lihood , c attle i s the so l e means through wh i ch t he ·Nue r 

p ay dowry t o ge t wives and to make othe r paymen t s . 

In a socie t y wh er e c attle p l ays such vital role s , t he desire 

t o acqu i r e more of them b ecomes an overriding conc ern . As 

Evans _ Pritehhmid r emarked , lithe Nu er f i ght on slight p rovoc at i on 

and most will i ngl y and f r equ ent l y when a cow is at ,stake . 112 To 

cite one exampl e among s ev er a l , a di spute among Nuer clan~ i n 

the district of Mor over an attempt to s t e a l a cow had l e d to 

t he de ath of s i xteen men and t he woundi ng of e i ght on May 1 , 

1946 . 3 

The e conomi c arLd socia l value attached to owni ng cattle 

gr e at ly ' i nfluenc e t he Nuer's r e lationship towards e ach ot her 

and t he ir ne i ghbour s . Des ire for t he posse s s i on of catt l e l ed 

t he Nuer to wage fr equent warfare agai nst ne i ghb ouring pe opl e s 

and it was also a source of stri fe among t hems elves . 

Nu er community r egards c at t l e stealin g a s l audab l e . Th i s 

gi ve s r i s e t o a chai n of ste aling and counter - stealing often 

l eading to b loody c onfl i cts even among m mbers of t he s ame clan . 

Uns ettled deb t s , no matte r how ol d , ar c l a i mod y the d scendan t s 
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of t he credit or s , wh o in most i ns ances take he l a i n t o t e i r 

own hands and dri ve away wi th t h .:Lr ;c l an . 

The dec r eas i ng of the c a t tle of the u e r owi ng t o r i nderpes 

e speci a l ly s i nce the l at e 19t h century , f rthe r i nt en s i f i d t he 

c onfli c t a s t hey att emp ted to make up fo r t h l os s by cont i nual 

r a i di ng . 5 

I n t h e ab s enc e of f irml y e s t ab l ished i nst itution of l ew 

and authori t y v i ol ence wa s bound t o cont i nue uncheck ed . Although 

t h e r e ar e mech ani sms of s e t tl i n g d i spute s wi t h i n t he narr ow 

conf i ne s of a tribe , such as cu r t a ilin g f eud by payment of 

c a t tle , t h e r e is no me an s of end i ng confl i ct be t ween t ribe and 

trib e or b e t we en a Nu er tri be and i ts non- Nu er ne i ghbour s . In t he 

ab s enc e of a machi ne r y of bringi ng t oge t her t he par t i e s to di spu t e , 

r etribu t i on u s u a l l y t ook t h e fo rm of intertribal warfare . 

I n t h e tr adition a l i ns t itut i ons of t he Nuer , t her e is no one 

with l e gi s l at i v e or j u ridi c a l f u nct i ons . The ch i e f s ar e no t 

i nve s t ed wi th t he au t h ority t o r u l e ru~d judge . The y only act a s 

medi ators , and even t h i s , they can ac comp l i sh on l y when bot h 

p ar i t i e s t o t h e d i spute agr e e t o end ho s t ility . 6 Th i s sta t e of 

af f a i r l eav e s lit t l e op t ion f or men to ob t a i n r edre ss exc ept 

thr ough f or c e , t h er eby , i ncre as i ng t he i n c i denc e of violen c e i n 

t he s oc i e t y . 

To c it e a f ew of t he r eported case s of conflic t among the 

Nu er : t wo men wer e k i l led i n Sept embe r 1950 , i n a f i~lt b e t ween 



obo an J i kao . I 1952 
the ue r l iving on t he bor d r between 

a c l ash b etween the uer i n Ler e , Jikao i strict , l e t s i x e 

and s i xteen men wounded , 7 and the Nue r of Le t d i strict kill~ 

five men from thei r ne i ghbouring vi l l age t h8t arne year .
8 

A f i ght over l and i n L r e d i s t r ict in 1956 clai med t he liv of 

thirteen men and t wenty t wo men were wounded . Further c asuality 

was only averte d by t he int er vent i on of the po l i ce . Fi v e men 

we r e ki l l e d i n a f i ght over a girl in ·t he same distri ct in 1957 .
9 

The Shewawu and Chencha gn clans i n Kuatgar dis t r i ct , J i kao or eda 

we r e fr equent l y fi ghting over land and s~veral hundred men we r e 

r ep ortedl y k i lled i n t he c l ashes between 1956 and 1959 . The 

chi ef of t he Chenchagn cl an , Fol Menchek , comp l a i ned to 

gover nment authorit i e s on J anuary 7 , 1960 , that his adver s ~ri es , 
t he Shenwawu , wer e se l l i ng their cat t l e in the udan to buy arms 

w.ith t h e a i m of ma i ntai n i ng t heir supr emacy i n the conflict 

against his men .
10 

In 1960 a fi ght b et ween t h e Nu er chi efs , Sho l Gi d of 

Ku atgar and Boot Wal of Want war (Akobo) , r e sulte d i n t he death 

of six men and the woundi ng of twel ve b ef or e the po lice s t op d 

t h e f i ght . ll A s i milar i nc i dent was r epor t e d three years l at er~2 
SixtY, ..-t wo men wer e kill e d and n i ne t y one wounded i n a b i g fi ght 

over l and b et ween t he men of Ke gnazmat ch M nt ob Koriom and G l wak 

Rudkoch i n 1965 i n J i kao wo r eda . 13 A 1977 r eport by local 

off i c i a l S ment i oned i nt e rmi t ent f euds be twedn member s of t hirt ec 

c l ans i n t he d i stri cts of Kuatgar , Te i lut and J i ka o .
14 
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i ol enc e Among t h e uak 

Anuak soc i e t y w ich i s l ar g l y agri c I tural show no 

1 s ser t endency towards vi ol nc . They live in 1 ge sett l € e ts 

a l ong t he v a l l eys of t he r ive r s of B ro , Aloro , Obe l , i be , 

Akobo and Obot h wher e they sc r atch a l ivi ng through cult i v tion 

fi shi ng . The Anu ak are una l e to k ep catt l e d e to the i nhospi -

ab l e climat e wher e t he t se- ts e f l y i s r ampant . Tb. y ent i r e l y 

depend on t he h oe fo r cult i vat i on. P ck ani mals ar e unknown . 

The me agr e r a infall and the ex t r emel y dry weat her h ad made the 

Anu ak entire ly dependent on t he f ew r i ver s i n t he r egi on . Ther e 

i s f i erc e compet ition fo r cont r ol of land a long t he rive r beds , 

bot h for cultivation , f i shi n g and s e t tl emen t . These factors we·r e 

r e spons i b l e for muc~l of t he confli c t be t wee n s ever a l Anu ak 

vi l l age s. 

Adv~rse we at h er and primi t i ve t ool s of f ar mi ng has kept t he 

l eve l of pr~duction of t he Anu ak s oc i e ty v er y l ow . Pre oc cupati on 

with t he d aily supp ly of f ood, extreme and continuous hardshi p and 

t he risks of hunger ar e char ac t eristics of an Anu ak community . 

At t empts to make up f or t he short age of crop s by r a i ding ne i ghbour ing 

village s ar e fr eque nt. 

The patt er ns of Anu ak s ett l ement i s such t hat a commun i t y 

of ti ght k i n sh i p gr oup usu ally numb ering s ever a l hu ndred hou s e ­

hol ds live i n one village . Any at t ack commi tted aga i ns t a member 

of t he village by an ou t s i der i s t aken up b y the ho l e communi t y . 

A Si ngl e i nc i dent be t ween t wo member s of d i ffe ren t vi l lage s 

could spar k off a pro t r acted f eud i nvolving t he who l e memb er s of 

vill age s on b ot h s ides. 



Thi s so l i a ri ty ox t c ds not only to a ~ f ~ncc b 

a l s o in t i me s of aggr es i on . Al l men i n tho communi t y e 

mob i l i z e d fo r t h e f r e quent rai ds and exp i ions 0 r e venge 

on othe r v i l l ages . 

Re l a t i ons b e t ween Anuak c ommunit i es are thus mostl y charac ~ r­

i z e d b y mu tua l s usp i c i on and ant agon i s m. Eac h v il l ge l ooks f r 

an opp o r tun i t y t o p ounc e on it s n oi ghbours . An a s sault fr om 

n e i ghbou r i ng vi ll ag~ i s a l ways expected t hat p r eempt i ve s t r i k2s 

a r e oft en t ake n agai ns t t he expe c t e d adve r s ry t o d i s a l e it 

bef or e i t l au n ch e d t h e attack . To c i t e one s ch i nstance among 

the r ep or t e d c as e s , Ushal a Arun , t h e ch i e f of Shen t ewa vi l lage 

i n Jor l i v e d i n const ant anxi e t y of an i mmi n en t attaCK from Gnuwir , 

a n e i ghbouri ng v i l l age . At l a s t h e d e c i d e d t o a ct f i r st and 

c arr i e d an att a ck on Gr uwer i n 1957 . The a t t a cke r s k il l e d six n8n , 

chase d out t he v i l l age r s and t he i r ch i e f f r om t he i r h ome s and 

l oo t e d t he ir p r op erty . In o r d e r t o i n c apac i t at e t he i r vict i ms 

f u rthe r t h e y d e str oye d 127 fi e l ds of ma i z e and burnt down t h e 

wh o l e v ill a ge . 15 

In t he abs en c e of c a t t l e or any ot h e r sur p l us p r oduc t and as 

a r e sult of the v e r y l ow l eve l of ex change , neck l a c es o f a 

p art i cu l a r b r and of ancient bead s known a s t h d i mui had a c q ire d 

a sumb o l i c v a l u e am on g t h e Anu ak soc i e ty . They a tt a ch gr eat s i g i f ­

i c anc e t o t he p o s ses s i on of d i mu i . One ' s s t a t u s i the c ommuni y 

wa s d e t e r mi n e d b y t he amoun t of d i mu i t hat he owned . lmos 

a l l i mport ant t r ansact i ons , i nc l ud i ng marr i age , b l ood mone y 

r ansomwe r e pa i d i n d i mu i unt i l v e r y r e c ent l y . 
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Young men who h ad 0 ir 0 n 0 o y , 0 - i ~ o 

r e l a t i v e s a b l e t o pay it for t em had n o ho e of ge i ng marrie 

unt i l t he y pro cured some . Ind i v i du a l s or communit i e s wh o w~ e 

short of d i mu i c oul d n ot s t t l f uds b y payi ng compensation or 

ge t t he ir captur e d fo l ks r e l eas e d . Thus , i n the Anuak socie t 

whe r e t h e d i mu i p l ay e d such a v i t a l r o l e , t h e de s i r e t o own s 

much of i t a s p os s i b l e was v e r y st r on g . any y oung en h o 

a s p ire d t o ge t marri e d and t o e stabl i sh themselves i n t h e 

commu n i ty we r e on l y t oo eager t o l ay hands on some s t rin g s of 

d i mui e v en if t h a t meant ge tt i n g i t by forc e f r om ot her s a t 

c ons i d e r ab l e risk s . It was no t uncommon f or gr oup s of men and 

some t i me s wh ole v i lla ger s t o go out i n fo rc e to r a i d oth e r v il labo s 

to p l unde r t he much n e e d ed d i mu i. 

Ot h e r than l oot i ng t h e d imui t he y cou l d find i n t h e p osses i on 

of t he i r v i c tims , t h e r a i d i n g par tie s u s u a l l y carr i e d off l a r ge 

numb e r s of ho s t ages mos t l y women and chi l d r en, t o be f r e e d onl y 

16 on p ayme n t o f c e r t a i n amoun t of d i mu i per h o s t a ge . The a s saul e 

v i l l a ge s would no t r e s t until t hey r ev enge d t h e i n jury and hu mi li a -

t i on i nfl i ct e d up on them. A s eri es of att a ck s and c ou n t e r - a t t ack 

ensue as a r e sul t . 

The po litic a l i n s titut i on of t he Anu ak w s a l so anothe r f actor 

whi ch i n c r e a s e d t he magn i tud e of vi o l en c e . Ea ch Anuak village 

h ad i t s own h eadman , a quaar o or ny i y a . The s e h e dmen we r e tre3t ~ 

with gr e a t r e s pect and a tt en t i or- . Howev er , the r s e c t t hey 

command e d was on ly e x t e r nal . In r eality t hey wer e no t bestowe d wi ~ 

r eal au t h ority . Be c au s e of t he r udi ment a r y t e chno l ogy h ien 
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seve r e l y l i mi ts roduct i v c apacity th~ soci~ty P 0 uce no 

sur p l u s of wea l t h whi ch coul b concen r·te t n he han s 0 he 

ch i ef s to be used f or c on olida ion of uthor i y . l ithout thei 

own i ndependent r e s ourc e s to r e ar d s erv · ces , th uak c i e s 

we r e unab l e to ma i ntai n a or e pe r manent foll o i ng . The i r ord~ s 

were onl y ac c epted i n a s l ong as the v i llagers vo l unt er e to acc ~~ 

t hem. Ch i ef s did no t hear c a s e s or m de decis ions . The y c o ld 

onl y act with t he appr oval of t he vi llag8 r s . In shor t e Anuak 

ch i ef was "a puppe t moved by t he fi gars of popul ar wi ll . 11 17 

The ch i ef couid on l y r ema i n i n off i ce as l ong as t he v i ll agers 

s aw adv ant ages i n h i s st ayi n g . Hi s p eopl e would on l y f ind im 

worthwhile i f he was ab l e t o en t ert a i n t hem with foo d and drinks 

fr equently . Both t he gu ae.ro and. t he nyi ya kept a l ar ge nu mb er 

of c ourtiers i n t he i r c ompounds . The guard s of t he quaaro were 

known a s t he Qlibu r a (mean i ng men of t he pal ace ) , and t hose of 

t he nliya we r e called t he ,juwod . These guar ds expec ted to be L:d 

r egu l arly a t t h e expens e of t he ch i ef s and t he y had t o e con t an l y 

r ewar ded with dimui and ot he r gi ft s to r emai n loyal . Evans-Pri tCD '3.r ,-

wr ot e i n 194 \=,6 t ha t an Anu ak ch i ef h ad already k i l l ed e i ghte n OX"I: 

f r offi h i s small herd wi t hi n t he f i r s t f ew month s of t aki ng 0 fi ce 1 

The momen t a ch i ef ceased t o f u lfi l hese onerous demands 

of h i s pe op l e and r e t a i ner s or di spl eased t hem y going contr r y 

t o t he i r wi she s , t hey l os e i n t er es t i n i m and ould r epar f or t i c. 

r emova l . '1'he g,ua aro who had los t the f avour of hi s eopl e 0 1(1 b_ 

beat en and exp elled from hi s vi l l age . 19 A 9 ro could e sily b" 

r mov d fro m off i c e and be r ep l ac ed by one of 1 is kinsmen b a 



di r ect act i on of t he pe o 1 . The pr ac ic 0 e elling n~an ~ 

ch i e fs and r eplac i ng t h m ' y new on8S i s knovm as the a e . 

The nyi~ , i n t heory , i s not sub j ec t t o di soi sal y t .0 

peop l e . Howev e r , the people have a way of se t i ng rid 0 an 

undGs i r e d nyiya . On8 m8thod em l oy...; d agains t an . npopu l ur nyi.y3 

is tot a l b oycot t . Tho peop l e would i gn or th EJiLa . They 

c ease to v i s it h i m or to have anythi ng to do with h im . Thl. 

i so l a t ed nyi ya had no cho i ce but t o mi gr at e t o another vill age . 

If the nyi ya r efus ed to move , t he peopl e would i nv i t e one of hi s 

b r othe rs who i s entitled t o t he of f i ce t o rise up agai nst h i m. 

If t h i s too fails to forc e down the nyi ya t h who l e communi t y 

wou ld mi gr a t e and jo i n a neighbouring nyi ya , l eaving t he unde sired 

nyiya i n a des e rted village ., Such was t he case in Pi yn' ago i r :" 

whe r e t he peopl e of a v i l l age abandoned t he i r nyi ya Ko t and rnovt~d 

. h . 1 h K t;, b h U 1 ' 20 1n mas s t o t e next V1 l age w er e 0 ", s r ot e r , ga a , \ as a ny1YB. 

The r emova l of ch i efs by the i r IIsubjectsll was s o fre qu ent 1-, ~ f-
l. v 

Evans- Pritchard f ound out b y t he end of t h e Second - or l d Nar t h:t 

a l most all t he v i TIage s a l ong t he Gilo river had a h i story of such 

experi ence . 21 Among the f ew case s r epo r t ed y local gov r nment 

offic i als i n the l ater ye ars we f i nd t hat i n July 1960 , a vill agL in 

It ang chased out it s chi ef and r ep l ac d h i m' y another man of h\..' · :' 

cho i c e . 22 In April 1962 a ch i e f c al l ed Agu l e Akway peal e 

to the gov er nment t hat h i s younger brother, Gi l o Akway , had f or ccc 

h i m out of off i c e and subjec t ed h i m to humilia t i ng t r a tme t i n ro 'C 

of t he who l e vill age . 23 The viTIagers of A 01 drove out t he i cr i ef 

Bekit Gilo , and r ep l ac ed h im by Utong Nyi guwo in August 1 64 2 

Ginazmach Oomed Away , a chi~f around Itang , ppeal ed to gove me 
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authori t i e s i n Gambella in J ne 1 72 het h i s r e t a i n s ho. t: ... 

t h e pe op l e aga i n st h i m, looted h i s rope t , an hn 

ch i ef in h i s h o s e aft er driving 0 t h i s f ' 1 25 1 y . 

l ac d 

Of t h 'J ty 

r e gi stered chi efs in J i kao in 1951 11 of hem had e~n in th~ i r 

po sts for l ess t han t en years , and hal 0 ha s numbe ha 0 IJ 

be en i n t he off i ce for l es s t han five yea s . 26 

The removal of ch i p-fs was car r i ed 0 t smoothly onl w ~n 

ther e was a consensu s among the people . Ho w vel' , here er~ i mes 

when the community was divi d d between supportGrs and op onen s 

of the i ncumbent chief . Conf l ict e t we en the rival groups w 

i nevit ab l e unde r such circumstance s . Muc h bloodshed and some i mt; 

who l e des truction of villages wer e c aus ed by better f euds b <.: ween 

r i v a l f ac ti ons i n a v ill age , Evans- Pritchar d ment i ons such 

conflicts i n the 1930s wh er e t we lve men had been k i lled at the 

v i lle.ge of Le r e , and the community was so b i tt r l y di vided t hat 

it spli t i n to t wo . Ther e we r e a l so c a se s a t Thony and Cent oa 

i n which t we l ve men wer e killed i n s i milar f i ghtings . The wholG 

vill ages of Ugin and Umi e l we r e di spersed by such f i t s i 935 

and 1940 r e spe ctiv e ly. 27 Fi ghting br oke out i n t he Village of 

Fi mili i n Gambell a wor eda b e t ween supporte r s and opponents of 

t he chi ef i n June 1957 , i n whi ch t wo peopl e w~r e k i lled and 

t hr ee h ou ses and t h i rty- four granari es ful l of gr ai n wer e urn . 

lV rob el'S of the oppos i ng gr oup sought the aid of t h n i ghbour i ng 

v i l l age of Fi nk i wo and ther e ensued 

be t ween the t wo f act i ons . 28 

a protracted conflic 

I 
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The ch i ef s whose positions wer e i n c r e t 

t he i r off i ce b y p l ayi n g on i nt er na l divi s i on wi 

to mai 

he co 

A mor e d i v i ded vill a ge was l ess danger ou s t o t e pOB i i on 0 

chi ef and gre a t er i n t er nal di v i sion would enabl e the ch ' ef 

mani pul ate t he v arious gr oup s by pos i ng as an ar i t er . 

o 

A vill age t hat was i nvo l ved i n a de adly f eud i t h other 

vill age s may not a l s o conc entrat e on i nt er na l mat t er s . Thus , i 

was to the advant a ge s of chief s to perpetuat e conflict s it 

ext er na l 'enemies' to divert the attention of t heir peopl e f r om 

i nt ernal prob l ems . 

~le b est guarant ee for ch i ef s to stay in off i ce was , of co rSe , 

t o keep t he ir p eop l e contented w i~h frequent f east s and t o ensu e 

t he loyalty of h i s courti ers with gener ou s pr e sent s . Thi s entail~ 

much expense wh i ch was b eyond the me ans of mos t chi ef s . Gi ve ht; 

extr emel y i mpoveri shed state of t he Anu ak economy even t he r i che s 

chi ef could' not go on giving f easts of meat and distributin gi t s 

f or long . The ch i ef s wou ld thus resort to r ai di ng oht er v i ll ges 

fo r t he a c qu i s ition of property which would enabl e t hem t o meet r." . r 

expens e s . J"lhe s e r ai ds would also provi de opportunit y for many 

young men who wer e de sperate for di mui, t o ac quire some . e 

chi ef who l ed his men i nto successful r ai ding expedi t i ons oul 

. l ' f f ' 30 l ncre ase h i s popul arity and ensure his survi va l n 0 l ce . 

Al l t he s e f actors kept t he Anuak s oc i et y i n a stat e of 

cont i nuous turmoil . To mention a f ew of the r eported case s 0 e 

be t ween Anu ak vill age s: the ch i efs of Ghi n t hua an Fi gngago i n Jo. 

l ed their p e op l e i n a jo i nt a tt ack agai ns t t he vi l l ge of bu 
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Gog di st r i ct i n Febru ar y 1950 . They kill d s ix me 

thr ee men and over two hundred sheop and goats 

.. 
" 

one hundred hut s . Further destruction was 0 ly av r t ed 

arr ival of one hundred troops from Gore . I n pril 1950 t c i c s 

of Ki na and Uyal o attacked a ne ighbouring Sudane s e village an 

killed f i ve men , and c aptured t en men and f our rifles . i o e 

confl i cts be t ween t he v i l l age r s of Fignewo and Pi no ; be een bo 

and Fi gnewo ; and between Powo l and :Eino , i n Itang , were r por c: 

i n 1953 .31 

The people of Fink i wo village i n G~~be ll wor eda m de a 

sur pri se att ack ou. t he v illage of Fimili in 1958 . They bur 

the who l e vil l age and r e turned with much booty . An Anuak 

vi ll age on the Sudc.nese bo rder c ar r i ed a devas t at i ng r aid on w 

village s i n Jor and Gog wo r eda in 1966 . They k illed s i xte e 

took f orty four hostages, c aptured a l ar ge number of catt l e d 

burnt t hr ee hundr ed sixty seven houses and one hundred ni neteen 

gr anaries . 32 

The ab s ence of a s ecure at mo spher e which hi nder ed procu~ti 

activities and the enormous destruction s of live s and pr operty i 

these continuous conflicts l eft t he already meagr e Anuak pr oduct ' on 

in an ev en mo r e abysmal st at e , which i n turn creat ed 
vicio 

circ l e by which more conflicts wer e generated i n desper ation 0 

mee t t he food short ages . The i mpact of the turmo i l on the ak 

economy could be di scerned from some of t he r eports of t he lo ca 

autb,ori tie s . 
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I n Ju l y 1974 i t was r eported from t he I 

Admi ni s trat i on Off i ce t h at sever a l vill ag s i t he i s ric 

i nvo l v ed i n deadl y f euds agai nst e ach other an t he e s truc i OI 

e s s o gr ea t that they were unabl e to p ay t he gover nmen 

fo r t he ye ar. 33 A few months l at er, t he Wor eda go er nor 

the Gambe ll a Awr a j a Admi ni stration Off i ce : 

n r; 0. e;- 6,c;" : r; 0. e;- 4, 1'1.: hOlJ,,Q e;- 6, ") IJj 1: q." .tn e;-

fT'O e 0 

4, 0. £. '1 '1 : 6, 1 GlJ 1 t;" ti l 'P",) 'l'n r\ (1-.11 fl T ao h (\ n Cf '1,\ 

n ~ teL m { Cf{l4 n (]). ~ e (D t e;- '1 {l {t n.m 4 n teL m L n l' 
n c nne rj f(i).· r'l 1' 4 t II r'l OlJ. h J tr\. Cfn C?j 09 rj e 
(]l'l' t(]). n '1 Q () G f(]). r'l 0lJ { II '1 r'lao Jr'\ f(]). n ill r'l 09 Cf t n.r'I h r'\ 

(JD c;" t fffi. e JO) ,'1"" 3
4 

The Anu ak--Nuer Feud 

In addition t o the i nt ernec i ne conflict that r aged wi hi 

each of these communit i es , a much gr eat e r enemity char act r i ze 

the r e l ationshi p be t ween t he Nuer and the Anu ak . I ntermi tt ent 

fighting had been going on between t hese t wo violent nei ghbo r s 

f or sever a l generat i ons . The hostility be t ween the t wo was ch 

t ha t no IINue r dared t o cross Anuak t erritor y or vi ce- ver s a 

without risking h i s' life" . 35 Garkot Nuar , a Nuer ch i ef ho i sl.;:"f 

had l ed sever a l batt l es agai ns t the Anuak , adm i t t ed to a gove nm ' 

sponser ed r eco ncilia t i on c ommit t ee i n 1980 t hat t ey used t 

atta ck any Anuak t hey happened to see and t hat the 

mi ssed no opportunity to kill the Nuer.
36 

u ak als 

Gi ven the s l ender means of poli t ic al control i n ot h 0 

these ne i ghbouring communit i es t he ir boundar i es er i efi ll ' c . 
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i s of course , gave room for conflicting cla i s 0 e 

des ired t e r r it ories . 

m c 

Cons idering t he Nu er attachment to catt l e and t he 

space tha t p a s tor al oocup ation r equires , it is no won 

as 

r e sort to extreme aggression for control of pasture . They nve 

been pushing the .Anuak towards the east t hrough success i ve ai ds . :l7 

The conflict between these two neighbouring peoples s ar e 0 

gr ow worse when t he Nu er were forced by proverty of t ei r s oc 

to suppl i ment their pastoral livelihood with cultivat i o 

f i shing . 38 The Anuak who jealously guarded their cultivab l e 

fie l ds and fishing grounds f1ercly resist ed the Nuer encroac me t . 

Unab l e to sust ain themse lves on their c attle alone and e 

not fully used to cultivation, the Nuer most often opted t o ffi_e 

t he ir ne eds by plundering Anuak crops. The Nuer's pr domi na 

pr eoccupation with pastoralism which emphasis ed on unlimi te 

ac cess to pasture for their" herds was mostly met at the ri k 0 

des truction of the cultivated fi e lds of the Anuak . An uak 

elder complained a few years ago: 

I'll if [1'1-: n 0\ on ~ c;" [ rj r\ ']:: nth tI t 9U n '] th r\ (\ , 

n 'r crCT n h-tl 1 '] h n ~ t n n tI1 [ n (l J 1 (]) ?O!J. ~ ~ 

rI r\ GlJ e, [.JJ So I'l e m 1 rr9D: : n h ~ t;ro t (r ~, h [ aD (]) n ~tl n n J 

h{l tJ ruVl {l J r, ? 1 ~ el/DrTK n~ J~ (l 1(1)., q)1L4 
3 

Jn fi s.~ tI: : h(lf·J'f{I).l9U n~U t\'f, t\ e e(\'!ln j"tI :: 
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Nue r v i ol a tion of Anuak property were eCip ocat 

equally seri ous Anuak threat on t he uer ' s as 

sacred posse s s i ons - c attle . Mu ch of t he uak l an i 

unsuitab l e for catt l e b r ee ding . eithe r cou t y m 

thi s d i s advant age t hrough the market owi ng t o t r 1 ck a 

means t o make purchases . Under these Circumstances , 0 8 

Anuak pe op l e a lmo st entire ly depended on what could e 00 a 

st ol en from the Nue r t o satisfy t he ir meat r qu irements . se 

mutual infringements on each others i nt er ests i n vi t ab l y r 

i n emb i tt e ring t he r 81ationship betwe en t he s e t wo volatil 

ne i ghbours . 

Although the NU8r had be en on the off ens i ve at f irst , a so 

of parity s e em t o have been established l at er . 

With mo r e and mor e f irearms coming i nto t he ir h ds h 

begi nning of the 20th century , the Anuak wer e able t o moun 

mass ive counter- attacks against them. The Anuak cond cte s r i o 8 

r aids agains t t he Nu er in 1906, 1911 and 1931. 40 I n 1906 alo e fa r 

bands of raide r s of between fifty and t wo hundred men att ack ~ 

Nuer . 41 The Anuak nyiya , Alimi, invaded t he Nuer i n 1 10 . 

Nuer coun t erat tacked and a big b attle which l asted for thr ee 

weeks t ook plac e a t Jor in which Alimi was killed . Hi s s cc s so 

Akway Sham made similar ventures wi th t hr ee hundred fol l owc s 

armed with rifles i n 1911. 42 

Among t he mor e r ec ent cases of Anuak and Nuer confli c e 

f oll owi ng were r eport ed. In 1946 the AnU M made a sur rise 

att ack against a NU8r vill age and killed thi rteen m n , c P 
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hundr ed fifty c att l e , and took host age of one everal 
43 

childr en . In 1950 the Anuak in Jar ambushed a uer 

had come i n se arch of pastur e from Jikao . :Fift een en 'tE;re 

killed i n the f i ghting and a l ar ge he rd of Nu r catt l e d s ee 
44 an 

was t aken . I n March 1 960/ Anuak gr oup fran Jor attacked E: 

Nue r in Akobo and k i l l e d thirteen men, wounde d f our and lao e 

t he i r prop0rty. The Nuer r e taliated a f ew weaks l at er and ki 

sever al Anuak . In sp ite of the war n i ng t hat Ras Andargachew 

the Mi n i ster of Interior, passed t o the be lliger ent s , t h f 

continued and a further t wenty-two peop l e wer e k i l l ed and over 

thr ee hundred huts burnt i n a two days battle on June 16 and 17 , 

1960 . 45 TvJO men were k ill ed and one wounded in a f i ght bet .e 

the Nu er and the Anuak over a fishing gr ound in Jikao on Dece er 

23 ,1960 .
46 

Four r a i ds by th e HueI' of the 1er e distric t i J ' k 0 

on t he Anu ak of Be r hanena Sel am area were r eport ed i n 1974. Eigh 

men we r e kilL~(l and e l even wounded in a fight be t ween the u I' 

Anuak refugees from South~rn Sudan ili.ving in It ang i n Sept em er 

1975 . 47 

Forty- e i ght men wer e k illed and 1515 c attle l oot ed i n an 

att ack by t he Nue r of Jikao and Akobo on t he Anuak of J or di stri c 

in 1976 . The Nuer made a similar r a id a year l ater and pl und c 

l arge numb ers of cattle . 48 Another clash bet we en the Nuer and e 

nUak i n It ang Wored a in J anuary 1977 claimed th e l ives of 

fourteen men . 49 A l ong standing di spute be t ween t he Nuer and 

u k It' t' n at A a ove r a particu l a rly s u i t ab le land f or cu lva l O 

on the Gila bank , l ed to a b itte r fi ghting t hat l as t ed for 

1e s 

e 
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aYS in 1972 . The c asuali ty on both sides was so heavy 

ge l l a r ema ined deserted for the next s even ye rs. 

~er petur n ed t o t his v ill age in 1979 the Anuak made a 

at t ack on them in whic h they killed t hirty men , wound 

thr ee and c ap tured five hun dr ed forty s ev en c attle . 50 

Resistance of ~1G Nu er and the Anuak t o Gover nment 

a 

ea The task of administering such trubulent people posed 

di ff icul t i es to the Ethiop i an government . The idea of gover 

authori ty or any r estr a i nt which cla shed with t heir own i nter s s 

wer e alien to the fi e rcly independent minded Nuer and uak . 

Use d t o po li t ic a l i nstitutions that did not demand too much s cTif ' 

they considered government authority too irksome f or t he i r t s e . 

In add ition, one mu s t a lso keep in mind t hat the Nuer a e 

~uak lived i n closed communities where a very low level of 

techno l ogy had pr act i cally limited exchange to an insignif i c 

l evel. Hostil e clima t e discouraged Ethiopians from t he hi h l an 1;, 

or Arabs from northern budan from venturing into Anuak and uer 

l ands . Thi s seclusion from the broader societies, and t heir 

experienc e of pe r petual en emity with their immediat e nei gh 0 rs, 

was probab l y respons i b l e for the hostile attitude that the 

Anuak communi ties had deve lop ed towards outsiders. 

er d 

Att empt s to exerc i se some de gree of political control over 

the Gambe l la r egi on wer e made following the 1902 Angl o- Et i o i 

Agr eement f or t he del i mita tion of the Eth io-Sudane se bound rY e 
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e area south of the bank of the Baro river was b 

from Go r e , whi le the northern part was put under ayo . 

of control that government officials exercised over t 

the Anuak until 1934 , however, did not go beyond t he s 

a f ew tribute gathering expeditions that were no differ e 

'd 51 f rom ral s. 

In addition to t he ~1nuak and the Nuer resistance to 

o 

u i 

t o government authority; the rivalry between the Gore and Sa 0 

aut hori tie is , the inability of the government to deploy a s r o 

fo rc e that would ensure its control, t4e general political 

instability that p r evai l ed in Ethiopia fQllowing t he end of 

Menlik's r eign and t he.; disinclination of government off i ci als t o 

venture int o the ma laria-infested :glains, made the establishm t 

of str ong and permanent administration impossible . Kagnazmac 

Mejid Abud claimed t hat as late as the 1930s no government of i c · '" 

knew ar:¢hing about the pe ople and the area. "They were not r e ~cbcd 

by off icials. No one i n the goverm.q.ent knew where the place w s r 
what the people were as if it wa$ a foreign land!" 

On the condition of the border area, Mejid wrote: " ••• ~e people 

not know t he existence of an Ethiopian goverIll!lent or its fl g .. . 
h I ' 1 t ,,52 w en went there I was regarded a Slmp e s ranger 

Walker, t he British Consul at Gore, wrote in 1919 that " ••. 

no responsible Abyssinian official has any conception of t he 
CO~~itions prevailing there and where all are ignorant all are 

indifferent. ,,53 

Ethiopian presence was made to be felt only throul)h P tJo din 

raids that we r e carried out from Gore and Sayoo, These r aids and 

punitive expeditions were however, ineffective in pacifyin 
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lle Anuak and the Nu e r who cons t antly defied Et hi opi an a or' 

tr ibute g a t h ering oxpe di tion from Sayo was met with a f i e ce 

e
s i s t anc e i n 19 1 2 : ov er t wo hundred fifty me ' . er r n wer e kl l e 

froID t he gove r nme nt I s s i d e and the Nuer l ost mor e t han one 

k
' lled and an ot he r one hund;red captured. 54 

oen 1 

A particu l arly s eri ou s upris.ing fl ar ed up in 1911, whe 

J. 

kway Sham suc ce e ded i n r a l l y i ng most of the Anuak along t he _ r o 

and Gilo rivers to h i s s ide . He ~topped paying tribute t o t e 

Ethi opi an gove r nment and mad e commercial activity between t he 
De j az:m.a.ch Kebede Tessemaof Gor e md 

highl and and t he Gambe 110. s t a tlon In'Secure / De,jazmach Jote 0 

Sayo we r e or der ed i n 1 9 1 3 t o s uppr e ss the rebellion. The exp di i o 

sent by De j azmach Keb e d e suf f e r ed he avy casuali ty near Gambella 

station and ID2 d e a has ty r e t r eat to Burye. The Sayo forc e nu beri 

about five t hou s and wh i ch wa s l ed by JatE's son Solmon, was met 

a strong Anu ak f orC G a t Fukumu, ab out 40 kms. frOID Gambella . Solo 0 

was def eat ed and one of Jo t e ' s b rothers was killed at t he battl -

In March 1914 , De j azma ch Keb ede th€ governor of Gor e was or d r ed 

make another c ampai gn on the Anu ak, His men r efused to move ovm 0 

he l owl and on t he pr e t e x t t h a t t he r a iny s eason was appro ac i ng . 

In 1915 , Li j I y a su sent Me jid Abud to the Anuak country t o 

suppr es s t h e r eb e llion . Alth ou gh Me jid was able to win t he su 0 

of some of t h e Abobo Anu ak i nc luding the important gyi;ya, Udi 1 

(al so known as Aba Cha l e ) , t o his side, the r est of t he Anu ak - cr 

he r b 1 . t Fi t awrari e e chi e f M wa y Sham pu t up stiff reS1S ance. 

~rayu who n[ • d 1 t one hundred t hi rty- six 
was sen t t o r e i nforc e ~e jl os 

en i n one . s l nge l 
,e' , 

Jld Was f i na lly 

t Ak 's men around Itan . 
eng8gmen t agai ns way 

ab l e t o de f eat Akway Sham at the bat t l e 0 
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on arch 21 , 19lq. According to Majid's ac count t b C 8 r 

of five l\undred and thirty-one Anuak wer coun ad at t 0 

battle . Mejid.himself lost some fifty men. Akway S am f II t o 

kobo and continued with the rebellion. Mejid's att m t 0 

pursue the rebel was discontinued because he was reli v d or i 

pos t and ordered to place authority to Fitawr ri F ta 

of Eejazmach Ganame. 56 

The condition remained unsettled during the f ollowing Y B. 

Constant complaints from the ~ritiBh wqo olnimed t hat e a Be Ct! 0 

l aw and order on the :3thiopi8J1. side was also at fecting t i co ~t. , 

fi nally forced the government to v,ay Be~~OUS attention . 1 

a~thority over the who~e ~f Gambella region was given t o ~~~~~ 

Mejid Abud, ~hu~ en4ins tha ~ore ~ 8~yo rivalry , In tee pai 

that he oonduoted f~Qm 19~2 tg i93~t ~e was able t o 1m 080 Bomi 

degre e of goverpment autho~it1,'7 T.his vigerouB at t em t t o 

achieve the integration of the ~uer and t ho Apuak ~a8t ow v r , 
C 

short by the ltalian invas ion of 1935~1941, 

A r e l atively more ~ erioua ~ffo~t was ~ade i tte 0 

period, TQp~ough a ~eQ~wani~ation of the odminiatrat iv 

Gambella was made first into a woreda and l at er 

tive unit with officials of the various depar tm nt8 

tly i n t he region. However, the Anuak and Nu r de 

authority still remai ned a serious probl m. h g v rnm 

st ationed in the area were not adequate enou h t o 0 c · 

population to submit to government r ul and 0 
t 

distu~bance that aontinuoupll threaten d the ce 

o 

o 

h 

o 
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of t he r e g i on . There wa s s t ill no clo e co c 

off i c i a l s and t he popul t i on . over e 

rem~ine d conf i ned to t he town of Gam ella 

posts . Whatev er a t tempt s wer e made to i mpose go ~ 

Jer e mos t of the time successfully c allenge . 

The fo ll owi ng cou ld be cited DJIlong t c se 

l lion i n t he pos t liber ation period . In D c e ber 1950 , 

uer at t acked t he pol ice station t her e . our r 

and t hirty- f ive hous e s bur nt i n th e fighting . 58 The 

of Gambe lla wr ote to the p r ovi ncia l gover nor i 

the r e were s ixteen r ebe l chief s wi th ei ght hu t ir 

ar med wi t h rifles i n J or di str i c t and th~t hey wer e s 

r ebe llion int o t h e Akobo ar ea as we l l .
59 

Si x ch i efs i n Gog di strict mob ili z d t he i r 

t he po lice s t at i on on Jul y , 1952 . Th police- en r 

r e t r eat t o Gambe ll a town aft er f i ght i ng 0 
o r ay . 

bur n t s i xty- e i ght houses and ca tured four een over 

and ot her p roperty. An attenpt Y a 1 r g 
forc e from 

t own was a l so defeated . The r bell i as ole me 

r e i nforc ement of one hundred t roo s n 

of t he I llubabor pol ic wrot e during th i s mc 

t e Anuak would have risen i r b 11io 

Go r e no t been sunt i tim 
60 

h e ak of ukum di ic i 

in 1 55 · They er e soo j oi e by 09 of 

k ' l-

51, 

y 01 

d c 

orce o 

1C l; 1 

o 



The rebels cut off government communication between G ella and 

Jikao. They disregarded the amnesty proclamation fro m t W n 

of Interior in 1960, and the situation was only brousht u dar c 

in 1961, after two hundred troops were sent from Gor. Ev 

some of the rebels remained at large and oontinu~d to 

61 
ment forces. 

arB 

The chief of Filmello in Itang, attacked the polic st 

at Itang in 1964, Reinforcem.nt was flown f rom Addie ~bab o 

c 

repulse the attack. The rebel chief escaped and joined ot er r b s 

in lukumu 8Ud oontinued to tnreaten thQ security of Itan~ an 

Gambella distriats. These rebels were freely operating withi 

10 kms. of Gambella town,62 About tnirty young map were boi g 

reoruited from eacn village by their chiefs and sent t o j oi n 

the r obe lS.o, 

Two Nuer chiefs, K~611azmaoh Lual Ret of Shewawu and 01 

Shay of Chenchagn reported to government offictpls i n 1 65 t 

the whole district was in a state of r ebe llion. Tbe lett r 
llin • 

admitted that ' he was unable to dissuade his people fr om r 

Thirteen policement se.t to enforce tax pyament w r kill 
, 

February 24, 1966 at Diar in' Jikao by the Shewawu cl 0 

Nuer.65 The situation ;had so detriorated that 

of Jikao, Jor and Gog districts refused to pay taxes . 

of the Jikao woreda police lamented " ••• To hope tb 
, ~" .. 'l .. -t. 11' would be persuaded peaceful life through civ laD ~~~k'-
A II 

like expecting the dead t o rise from t he v 
He suggested that these districts be pl ced un r 

The s ecretary of th Akobo woreda administr 0 

on Decembe r 7, 1967, t hat he w s un le t o 0 

7 
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a becaus e , \I ••• all the eo 

Si mila r conditions we r e r por t i 

d t 

'h ntewa di 6trict i n Gog and Jo r wo 
...-;;..~= 

One ma jor source of fric t i o b 

pe o l e wa s t he gover nment ' s attem t t o 

by i nt erfering i n t r aditional f uds 

e 

d is 

o b 8 • 

? 
• 

go 

and the Anuak who wer e us d t o havi ng t 

gover nment i nte rf er ence t o impo s t e rule 0 1 

e i i "n,-nn 

f r eedom of ac tion. Policemen w r e fr 

vil l agers while att empting to sto 

tly sh 

8 o g t 

w en trying t o appr ehend crimin l s . 7
1 

t e 

killed be t ween 1950 and 1959 whil on t i s . c 

fo r food and t he l abour of the l oc 1 pop 1 tion 0 c r y 

goods and row bo ats ended i n vi ol nt dis gre m t . 0 

s top t he ir hos tility towards t he polic , h 

have r epli ed \I ••• l e t the not co e t o d 

Gove r nment i nt erf er ence i n tr ditio al i i o 

t he t ens i on b e twe en the peo l e nd the over 

saw th frequent changes of ch i efs s 

r emoval of chi e f s with whom th y h d es 

r e l at i onship , s ome of whom w r e also 

mperor , wa s particul r ly noyin t o 

de os d chi efs s e king over en 

overwh el mi ng . ov 11 , he 

t e rn gnitud of vi ol enc 

t hey i nterf r ed t o m i t i ch o f 

o 

o 

o s . 

0, ue 

Ie 
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att~mpt~ were a lmost alwnys uneucco8sf 1 as 

), th~r fight and prev ent the i m'p081 t 1on h 

w0uld w$it ant ae~o86 the imposed chief i mae 41a t 

gove+nm~nt f~rC6S left the area . 

P opl 

81 u 0 1 

Attempt5 to c ollect taxes Wijre . ost ef the tim r ei 

In f act , no taxes were collected trom t he "uer and. th An (l 

t he post- liber Rtion p eriod until 1960, save f or n C t 

r 

were c ollected ~y local officials i n the fora ,f t ribu t e. ~t boa 

to t~troduce tha zelan 119ir (nomad t ax ) i 1955 wae a 

beo ause the Wuer refu s ed to have their catt l e c ou t ed .
7 

3 birr per adult t ax that was instituted in 1960 wee re of e 

rej ec t ed in spite of the twenty per c ent oommissio t t 

gov ernroent ~ aid to the ch i ofs t h t pel ped i th 0011 c 10 • 

With t he ir hosti le at t itude towards u t ority d 

ve r y l i ttl e experi eno e of gover nment i m cs i t i ons , th 

Anuak s aw no r eas on why t he y should pay t s , They c 

payi ng t ax es no dif f er ent 1 fr om be i ng robb d . . e wO e 

of Gog and Jor ment i oned an inter estin i ncl-de t J 1 72 , 

Ujalo di s trict, He wrote t h t he went t o Uj 10 

that they h ad no t paid t axes for the l ast e i t 

mu t pay a t l east what is due f or t hr e ye s . 

the woreda gov ernor l owered h is d mand o a aym 

and t hen th i s wa s again r e d h we t ow 

One of the men stood 11 5 hi s 

governor , "hav you giv 

of dowry r you dem i g r o 
0 0 r 

turned host ile d t e 

driven (, t 0 the vill 
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The av ail ab ili t y of 1 r ge quan i i e s 0 

of t he .Anuak and the Nuer enabl d t 0 

au t hority . As early as 1911, it s r 

and 25 ,000 rifle s wer e i n th e poss ssion 0 

number must have gr eatly increased in 1 

afte r the Itali an i nvasion when 1 ge 

l eft behi nd by the Italians . Fresh su 

i 

1 

r e ach ing the Anuak and t he Nu er from t ig l ands . i f 0 

t he po lice f orc e in Illub bo r Province r epor e in 52 

t hat ar ms were r each i ng the Anuak from Ke l em i n l oll ga , ro-

Allfillo and Gidame. 76 The gover nor of Gamb lla Irotc 

Ju l y 1 951 that s i xteen r ebe l chi efs i n Jor is t rict had i 

hundred t hirty rifles be tween them . 77 Gover nme t ho t i e 

r epeatedly comp l a i ned thGt the peopl e wer le 0 co tin . 1 Y 

t hr eat en the secrurity of the area bec aus e th y r e 

sugges t ed t ha t t he gover nment t ake m asures t o i s m em . 78 

While the diff icult i e s of impos i ng c ntr 1 aut ori ty ove 

Nu~r nd the Anuak wer e underst and 1 , he we es on 

the c entra l gov ernment we r e a lso no 1 ss f o 

t he ar ea in a perpetual state of disord r . e icu o 

liv i ng i n t he i nhospit able clim te of 

c ompe t ent c i vil s erv9.1lt s . Those th~ oc 

ass i gnments i n the e sp n t most 0 

Ababa or i n Gor e , ppe aling 0 b o mo '\ 

1 ca s . Little at t ent i o 0 i n ng 0 

and to administ ring th r r o , l y e 

o 
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Communi c 3t i on i n Gambe l l a s r m ly t 

aut hor i t i e s r ar e l y WGnt 0 t of t h i r pos s . 

ad i ng t hrou gh t he mal r i i nfe e y 

t all gr a sS wa s so great t h t securi t y 0 ce s 

wer e of t en unab l e t o r each the ar e i i m olic f ore 

dep l oyed t o enfo r c e t he l aw was , i n any c , s o i 
t h e 

comp ar e d t o/ magn itude of t he unrest t t t e r ly 

move ou t of thei r posts . 

The i n ab ility of the gover nment t o xp d h i 

and t o make o th~r ef f ort s t o deve l o t he r~ gio 

at exer c i s i ng c ontrol f r uitle s s . Th ovcrnm n 

0. 

i nt egr at e t h e Nu er and t he nuak would have b en easily o.e 

by changi ng t he i r mo de of l i ving . Th ir hosti e at i tud 

gover nment and t owards a br oader s oc i a l community co 

changed , among ot her t h i ngs , by develo i ng i nt e depe 

an i nc r e ased lev~~;' of pr od ct i on nd xch ge . G 

a i ne d t he on ly c entre of mar k ut f or t he ho e awr j a . 

be na i ve t o expe ct a chang i t h att · de of 0. 

o the ir na t ura l environm nt . It waS not t her 0 

t he u er and th Anuak s aw no s i n 

op ortuni ty t o chal l nge it . 

o 

i o . 

o 

en 

cm-
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