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Material culture responds to techniques, skills, recipes, and formulas
transmitted across the generations; and subject to the same forces
conservative tradition and individual variation as verbal art. How men and
women in tradition - oriented societies build their homes, make their
clothes, prepare their food, farm and fish, process the earth’s bounty,
fashion their tools and implement and design their furniture and utensils

are questions that concern the student of material culture (A7),
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A A0 j3eey omove. F PACT ool 2T fm-390  fovs
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@0FT 0P PTTT RId WILTLPCO- 09 ean aOL M WGV (kAP
Wi 0987 COIC5: AL Porsanm3T  pay CEACOTT e me9
Ehs COE AR TVUTT AOG-CE Pravay pavge 960 NN PN
PO PATC ®HE . A0GCHE PASF | AR AR NPT P hay- T a-y
ALEPTT AAT TavAdg, 18053 PG, (6FL3F 19915 15) 291 ¢ap
QWA POD ALET MPAA PRE 4. @-mul WILTLMPAN PNldotr:

EAR WA PO @OT RARCTIG PACH TNEEPT G PhLT WP DT PP
PCRS VLT WAR GLDET A P emeAn L 5 PS
PoLAAT 77 Al SF@-:: Under folk material culture there are four fundamental
parts these are folk crafts, folk costumes, folk arts and folk architecture. ” (Dorson :1972
0).  «WILAIE AP QA OC PLmPAn-T HCET VAP AR-TNNT-:
VILONE ANAT 022002 DY PO AG 01L00P A-YIADT ST de:: h7L.
ACOT HINA0 DEAR QA 102 aoUhd K38 VILANP 0L A Y-

POL POVT @ mAT O NF ARLAI:: NENIF® 01624 Nhé T -
NPCATO- mE.9° NeHITw- POLLENTANG T WI5T PP oo 2 AP PO AT
“ Beliefs can also be communicated through objects. Material things can be objects,
ideas, and feelings of fear, or religious experience” (Dring :1986, 207) . «A9°y-T
MEAT 7ICT ARy AAANSG LT AN AP 1ICT YANT AS PECYT
N7LET 090 UeTITIP APRCET AV BTANy 019901 P68 -
DMAT DA @DIG 3P AT IC Pd HILG AIEAT - TON0PAN::

PORTON 0-mF N 1Ad® hoLadt-ls ao1Le9F 0-0F PAChs
POLT avele 005 QheoIst avINIE aoeil e oo ookl ¢ DIl
P01 wggan guorgem [pa0t s aNCE 1TF OUE GIA 260 Tiovg
MEE AL AL et B/ e STO DALY @O QLIS
ThIeT e 0 e o &Rt 0P oo uees s
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(19627 198):: N7IAT AALr1av1: ha-pncys TOTT L9 (PN meye en
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nin7am- CULAVIAT PUL4P Lovpp fgge ALCE oo 0Ah  NAh-
WELM ANE AR ov94e W P9e0T a8, (1951:534) W30t 9094
ANE-S N0U9 o341 PU01090 hht]- 49 MEI* RCOT oL AAS
WIRUTS AESOF ACTUIET Can- 0Py e enm- Wi ool &l RFAA::

CaTCEE LARCHELT TATT: HLS 49, CTATO- avddhl L9 N4
T CTE ORI N7 PRI PRPA $8 W16 N THEHE NACTN-
TOTC TAGAF 0L CHPL0 04T ovOA PRVLT NS 10y (19947 15)
LAN:: CATNAD B8 ACTN hAPY o3 o0 Atony 57 heée niA s&c
A% PODE N8.LD 997 @LI° P4 LAOCS NR e T MLI° NNLT havdsd her
TECT  Somme-i:: hLe N3A 0L30e 0L ang- AL LRLIS o>
A TaLov 0T N300 A4GA: NILE PO975Mm P $8 1w NG PULAAD-::
MY T @0T a0k PAM- 1-A9° QAao- 2 eoqo NG 90T e $4
POLIOL Cochd T @it T LI° (NG aofys £ININ:: K

2.1.3 016G 4P hooa)p N+ALe v

N9 «Parchment »Po9.Am-73 PATINNGT PN LORAN: DALY PN ANePS
Harrison A.e0¢8.:
Eumenes, king of Pergamos (the Greek spelling, in Latin, Pergamum), in
Asia minor, during the second century before Christ, anxious to provide a
library for himself, found the source of papyrus cut off by the king of
Egypt, who jealous of the reputation of his own library, orders that no
more papyrus should be exported from Egypt (1948, 10)
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MNCA: 777 Me-:: 754 N3 Al 1)- A7 D) XD Pilcw-
CTTEn 417 N et 4 S Pl oo, P70 37073
MNP5W- 9397 400 AL hoe 4 rgema LANINA : -

PLCO9°0 710 Eumenes & 30 A0 P 935y Mew-:: ¢4 92
NI7LLO I°CT NAAg® ¢ aqq AN e 390 NEOTFm hdG: Apa-i:
WICT VLN DLLETT [ eam. Me:: P4 27 Eumenes ham- nes
DENTT WIAC 1SS how§ e, FU-5 L+LR HIE GAcva-e0. PR 390
JULLn oL CTEm9e e AHERUL  ehahA i LU U heyg.ap
POhE T OA8S Aavd.p= 0L haoqqq.gv WAL T14 Phna - PEY Navd, g
NAU-9 aom4 9 AT PO-dQ

Gaur V77 N-Faoph- NIAB- “The credit for this goes traditionally to Eumenes of
pergamum in Asia minor (197-158 BC) who invented it (1979 ,26).  «Ph3NAF +57
A0k o098 001 Paomepge aygy. MCOED AL 04T Nane eLCopn
TN AMNLD- hRogyp PILAT 10y RAA-:: Parchment Po9.Am- ¢ poygv
Pargamum ho9.Am- ¢739-0- U1C 029 e4mhe Y- 741 pergameue, .04
017 epqo pergamena  ATRU-9° 4.L3NRE Parchemin Y®-:: PA39A. HE -
£99°  Parchment MLTLAM- O£y, ANAA

NAD: P2 N9, vellum PULA@. PN Y. Pp- Pparchement h:F me,9° 9o
105 0I5 A AP oo RGN Hovy 1097 220 PN4G hheC
e (calf) Ap, Claohdd 90C:: 6 £U° 0463025 velin PULON  Naoiry-
hiLy- - eep vellum Po2Am. ¢ 1had- (Gaur:1979,26) ::

PN hooayp ham- A¢ @-nmMe a9 Paviq, A28 h&CI0- P90
PUC-39° Wi “From very early times, men have succeeded in leaving behind them
records of their thoughts and actions for this purpose, they made marks on durable
Materials, such gs stone, wood, clay, wax, the barks of trees, potsherds and leather”
(Harrison:l‘)48,2). APEE EIOC ALT ANANT S LTy hn-
ﬂ"'](‘](l'(mlr L1 T ANPATPA:: PLCOM-  ATNNPaoPI°  mdh- N7.04-
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APT AT Pugm inesaq . prcop VB3T3 AT @a e
WIANTATO- &R0 MY RIP pggge o ACIG POUEL  Phdvg:
nA(@INdovam) oo LT D-:- N1V oopha LI T NI ifhA
PO CUIAE 10TF PO fpap... NECCom- fovy yypy: a4 h4ay.
A COLAG0T5 1IC hGaoCm9° (- TR NLEeNTA ¢ AC VA B4
NC:: C3A 24 PULRG0TT ¢ 9o hiL£I° 9L Eovg...

0e-G o€ NFéh +899m3 g PRI Cavtinpaia-  gopg.ip NI
GF@-::Harrison “It is only to be expected that examples of these curviest methods of
making records for posterity should have been found in the cast, the home of ancient
civilization ™ (1948, 2).  «114-G7% AT AL ATBAANG HIN Poype. He PP
NATL I3 W1 09N Wt P PTG avlovt RFAN::, oy
0NN PRI PPyt °N¢-2m-£7 01¢4-6% WL emaoyp.:: NH.Y
LA PIMNAT Teo9.e: g, S Ad-é- PrPnaT- P08 AL T hHY
PECAT0 YT oo Fa-s AaoHIC (LA NANC-hA 17257 AN N12 &7 20
18 Chdaomm: 6§t ALY TINLEPT S F@-::

PRVA 0e-G havd A€ PHEPH N6-PF P4 Pavd.) N9°0e-+ a1eT He:
10 T0AN: DALY 09084 WICT g7q0 TUOTITLE PRI T LHAT:
DLVT 29C e yo- prugr 0l ML AAD- hAI® (1ALI® PG av- ¢
TAT 26 ecan me TLANNT PI°06-0 WA9® PRLOML: OACTT 09,7
ARLh9e (L PI°0e-¢7  PUA  POLmeN T Und hA:: “ Nearly all major
inventions connected with writing have come to us from the cast and from north Africa.
True writing developed in Mesopotamia some six thousand years and reached the west
via the Mediterranean countries” (Gaur :1979,4).  «PG PG CYUNAT hovd. - 4.
ACCLLLN 2me- 25 Paadd hovng-d U615 W07 AGSh 1o a4
Povscl poy. AN Ay Yool PYA N0 378 P54 AT @ 9°64-0-
W eeam- NLG 161,07 U141 DAy 1020

il NG PPYL: TOOC TNP LovpAd:: ALY L99° 9°U-4 CLOm-l-
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nd@ao® 4O AT CINLP WIET ARVLT WIATAT PTLDA ChTANTS
pe3 08 herlt CTLTIVF® Wb STa: AZ°aA. PUA PChY MG NFRS:
prgean NGe QUILE PARA °CT 09U 3900 P od STm:: AATD-
eqe ANTAE PLI° MY AT WL ol Yo

NG 276 hAg el A1 LPA We-hAS TCAL LCAA: hily
A CORGTETETE QWE ARCM @F. W AAAAILCEe 7S 0 ML

hagen W1 NS Xhe@ 8707 03 C@TLHD M0 ST:NACTT
900 hooA®- hA9° CI°TLLI°NT WI8.LM9° AAAD: hAY° WChE PO
ALl aoALe AN RIS JULLA BOAA: JULLN NavA@. AAY® AP0 T
Pynsm. ov94.€ INC:: Murtrie * Not only in Egypt but also through out the conceit
Mediterranean world, papyrus was the accepted material for ages. It is long after
parchment had be come the common material for writing and just before paper began to
come into general use 7(1943,16). «N7MN6 ANF ALPT NevA TI3Po-
L W AP/ X s B 70 VA Id WA W { P T A1 o U R A8 K T 1 R o T S P G T O
NS AOhG #2¢4- haoPA- LAC9° HooST (b TP AL La-i Cila)
TLLN APT @LbT QNG WIATAT oodml AhhEonl0T A LD TP9°
AL @A A»LAN::

P0G ao-@ NNA hnCAtn AT 044 h2 Ly 500 hovd Né&T 9NC:: LU
TN A0 hTLLh A (HIES@- PRVET AT he 8o 2 09 av LA
ao P13 PALA:: “The use of animal skin for writing in Egypt goes back to antiquity,
though it is difficult to arrive at any definite date” (Gaur :1979,25). « (LY LN -
N RCT A& CH oo§IC NLNTICT Chmadt $87 AdvdA 774 N7N0
PN PlLovl@m 0T L 10w GUI° TIAT M0 hhGsh NOhb A av-¢
PG Yy QAL INT APLT PLL®- 188 T AUTI9° APCIC hel PUT
LaoNA/\::

PGS (e NIPNE- AICTS hATLS Ll MK PTas £30a- MhD-CT ALY
09°0G- A" Y- Murtrie NG J7LLNG ok ML W) avLG Wil
NI (200 “Parchment which eventually succeeded papyrus as writing material, 1s

known (o have been used as carly as about 500 B.C in Europe but it did not become a

successful rival of the popular papyrus until a few centuries later”(1943,16).  «fié-9 4N
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“Parchment was more lasting and cheaper thap papyrus” (Pinner:1949 19, «le-§
ATTLED 018D ALY Howg . b0l PUTAG o 72U INCy:: nayp -
LC 1NOPA::

Febure £79° “ft yonl in the 12" century that a new kind of “parchment” made j(s
appearance in Italy, introduced by merchants trading with Arap countries (1958, 30) .
NNAELT hB0 PG AR FOCE g LO0- 125w ooy A Haoy 40
EOTPOERT9° haoq Nl e PTLIN8. Y 00, . TT®Y NAPA:: N125 .
oot NeA Hoo% PrRavlm. ppyp 123 La@. Npap- A4S Annan P10
1M LCNen ne-g ncC:

Levarie hm 7 iy png.g h& T (Fen) vty g ALl Hao?
hTING LN Pavavy, ¢m. P18, 073 Haoo?) (monastic age) A9
VA5 m- eogqo PIAIP Hooy (secular age) £044:: “The books of the middle ages
were produced in monasteries, where the monks worked day in and day out at the task of
making copies of the Bible and of other sacred writing” (Levarie:1968,23) . «avhh g
@ Novy oo9pq: PULHIBA n189y.- O0T INC:: 1571009 p3g AT
Tmgeem. pay gy.p.- TG PENOTG AT G oGl [0L) oy e g
NG aypg. NavhhAZm,  Hoos Pilst ke te PAcha  aoig ey
M579m, 0 Hav}  epa- DPEGTTD QLA PA:: Nhm-1 eapm, PG
AL Pleaviar  9¢n v NILLI  meANT 114 W08l 0
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J'.,(’,E‘l’(\‘}“(.' NOC STo:: NPV NS Né P2.m.00 P48 7\.()"1'7' "o
nGeAY: MAHEIL AFDTF POTG PGPA: NAAT L79° ChA?1S Phvf:
(@ T L0 PAS LY PTE $& CPGA: Hamison A(ME@.7 M ANECS
eog.-0-l 7 LT AMLHS “calves, sheep, pigs(Levarie:1968,23) and even asses
and goats™(1948,11). @ THET PATT PAATIS AAD: PCT PRULS POPA LUGA
no7aT HCNEPAN::

Murtrie £779° “The material was the prepared skins of animals, principally of the sheep
or of the calf. That which was made from calf skin, known as vellum, was the best”(1943,
79).  «avld L@ SHIE LINLO hATOAT $8 A7 0P oN7 @L9° CTE
$& NC:: hTE $4 LUIE CINLDS @Ay NTLA Neo POLFoPm P4
daod-> NGy NT0T Ao LT POLO-AD- P07 ®EY° CTE $4 0T
PPE £5 LNAT AILILovLT 10> P100-1::

P0G opUhGT PILA4NT PPAYS ARYT NAMME®- hovAAg G ]
PGwf9e vl GT@-: “The principal colours used in the embellishment of
manuscript books were red, blue and gold” (Murtrie: 1943,79) . «49° 0che@: A9
G NPSTT POLeINTNTG Ao @ @0 PULamT PPAT? WO T PR
AT ePS OC P ST My No90T 1NOPA::

0, $A9° NNI0-£7 I Lo INLMT WiIPoS PN POLe Paty avibS
Y (DSDES NCeim-gr HiE L797° PPL B VAT T o Yot A 1| | VAR TR B
£AN:: “Some parts of the manuscript called for special distinction the opening lines of
the text, the initial letters of sections and the title. These parts lettered in red were called
‘rubrics’, from the Latin rubber ‘red’ (Levarie:1968,23).  « PRU4T WL NEAT
AP NPT POdeds Pavnd S @ehaeCTE O NEAT7 oot LLATS
Cony NPe +AIS o4 INC: 4L +a7” C14 1 NS LAAA: KUT° 4L

A0 CA-A? P Cood]l 1D-»::
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0hG 7 govll e tm ANOCT WO ®9° CFhd ARyl TNOET POLTA
e 3@ NGl AP PAC AT COLUIEMm. PNOC ALY 6L D
JAIVARELL Y-

o166 MG AEHTLE @AM 10 ONONATE DG 120 0M T A
ooy oo 10 11C 1T MPAX A4 avdh- ALCA VTS LaodAd:: “The skins
were first cleansed from hair on the outside and from the remains of flesh on the outside,
and from the remains of flesh on the inside. They were then stretched and dried and made
smooth with pumice stone ” (Harrison:1948,11).  «P#8m- @-M.PG ®-NNP NG AT
ROTCS NIAG4 20 L&A DILET® AAav-CPT: OTLM- (0L WI8.LCP
199€:24° hI8NNAN Novlav® e L7108 iAo

Harrison 1.£1: &E9I°4-A PoYAT hACS. N7A 1o PATNA®- $4 hao-a o
01-C: ho-0T Nhd L79° hé&m- AL ANNE PPLD-T 0.2 PNe-Sm hoo-g
LGPG £OSPAN:: hiLf 07A LOTLPAN (Naodmdéf AT @BI° ANLT)::
(ooanlfig® Nhhg. €308 S/ LANANS AdVLT AT L@AN: ALY
AL Y.L £97.2.919° aolP'1T A £A4\::
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nesd N4A 074 NooTLLE SAMA: oo TLNLO- Aav A0 T WG
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Harrison (1948,11) £7090::
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A0 BAN:

When exactly the use of soft writing materials in Ethiopia began, we don’t
yet know. Parchment or vellum as it is technically termed, 1s known to
have been used in early times in the Middle East. It is quite conceivable
that this material because of the close cultural and commercial links of this

country (1988 15).
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PPl (1730 hovll B9 KU Ahhv-3 AS0-47":
N5 @es® Ange PN Poof 20 (017 LI@7 PHliw:
P9 QAm- M. Nevhhin5w- 9°0d-7 yr-A -0 ed: (hAPAY)
ALy Uil o0 PAWAS P37C 73T ANildd A1 5m:
WAy v7c-3- oo A-0n 0.704 A7, 170
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Assefa Liban nev I VAN WiILTLh A®- $mShé-a-:
The art of producing parchment and hand written books is a very
significant feature of Ethiopian books cultural heritage. It is difficult to
trace when parchment or the art of producing. It was introducing in

Ethiopian yet the stimulus came with the introduction of Christianity

(1958, 254).
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AHANG Y- £AA-:: “ The animal should be washed while alive and laid over clean
grass when killed” (Assefa Liban:1958,258). «AHMA®: hao L8 bl aodmA)
AT ALF2429° 300 AC AL AN ool 2100

My 05A P8 A0S T 0L 99448 he. aoaL PALT avN PG
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(W0 A ) NPGD- AL PhL@+ O01C BAMA: Mellors AG  Parsons $FA £ADS
LT AIAO- 2780 £AA-1“When preparation of the skin is complete and it is fully
dried. It is carefully marked up to show where the parchment sheets are to be cut out the
location of the sheet corners being pricked using an alw/ @oA4.F / the skin is removed

from the frame, the sheet are cut and folded in half (2002, 198) «PPLM- H2EA1
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First the skin is immersed in water. The duration varies from case to case.
If the skin is fresh the immersion does not take more than three days but if
the skin is dried it can take the whole week or even more. The skin is then
stretched on a frame and the flesh site is exposed pure water is poured on
the surface and pumice applied to remove the fat. This is repeated several

times until the whole fat has disappeared (1988, 17).
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pe-G a9 PO P PEC QAT A pa9e paoe gy (Scribes)
AT LTAN NES N7LO40T LN, TaoAALYT RAT®-:: “The book it b,
is placed on his left on some reused object the two ink stands yakalam kandoch (P4A9®
43271 ) one for black and the other for red ink are placed on his right  (Assefa Liban:
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Vellum 1s manufactured from both domestic and wild animals. According
to experts, vellum, if necessary, could even be prepared from the skin of
hens but that necessity has not yet arisen. Oxen, cows, calves horses,
Sheep and goats are the main domestic animals from whose skins vellum
is manufactured, gazelles and antelopes the commonest wild ones

(1988:10).
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PO L9 MG VAN BI60 2 PPUCT PEPA $8 4N, PO
N1 (LN G- “The manuscript books are written on parchment now made almost

exclusively from goat skin. Both sheep and Cow skins are widely available but sheep

skins were dismissed as being of too poor quality and cow skins are probably too large,

tick-and expensive ™ (2002, 197). «M1¢S AL QAT @FT VoL THE Och-62T
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Mellor’s and Parsons QA TRC PPAT° AOTMT (.100- “ The basic ingredient of the
black ink cased 1s carbon, usually in the form of soot collected from the bottom of
cooking pots or from kerosene lamps. Another more modern source is the carbon from
the center of zink- carbon torch batteries ” (2002, 197). «PS®- CTRC PAI° a0l S
TTLTIC MCNT e AL POLHOE®: hhed-H o arh @890 h&hT TAT
PULANON Y AA®- HaoSP PFAT 9°3d haldé £798 PONT hed
POULTY PRC ITL VIC h1@» BAA: BUE® Awd-C hOTs NP (hhd
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The main ingredients needed for the first preparations are red pepper,
yolk of eggs, red soil, and gum. These are mixed in a vessel and shaken
up continually for about forty days; and of that length of time does to
produce the required result, another ten days may be added for a good

measure. The ingredients of the second are exclusively flowers and roots

of plants, mixed together and exposed in the sun to dry, then reduced to

24




powder which is kneaded for three or four days with a solution of 3

plant. Finally it is filtereq with a piece of cloth, and left unti] j dries,

forming a cake (1988: 18).
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Reed cut from the field and is stored to dry in a place where smoke

cannot reach them. When they are dry, the scribe takes a place at a time
and cuts 1t to pen size usually not longer than 16 cm. They are scraped
only on one side. Before he slits the nib he must decide on the style
required. If he wants to write in big letters, he must take it rather blunt,

otherwise it will have as a sharp point(1988:19-20) .
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Book sections are sewn together between permanent wooden boards. In
the past the sewing thread was made from animal tendons, typically from
the thighs of cattle, today it’s more common to use synthetic material such
as thread picked from woven plastic sacking or cording stripped from the

inside of car tires(2002:194).
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oWisET T T e e names of God.', Christ, Marry
and The Saints and Martyrs was traditionally prepared from natural ingredients such as
red flowers and red soils but very few scribes will do this today "(2002,92). «Pl +HY°
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number of lines on a page must be odd; it is believed that even numbers are bad omen to
writers they may cause death ” (Assfa Liban: 1958, 263) . « NAZL 20 £99.77%-
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