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Abstract 

The SNNP is considered to be the most vulnerable region in terms of the hi gh prevalence of 
trafficked children from the region to different towns of the country. The Gurage Zone is located 
in the SNNP region which takes the lion ' s share of the high magnitude of child traffick ing. It is a 
place where trafficking children is considered as a workable traditional shortcut for the survival 
or success of a family. Nevertheless, very few researches have been conducted on the issue in 
spite of the fact that some researches pointed out the set back involving the causes and 
consequences of child trafficking in some parts of the Gurage Zone. The Gumer Woreda is part 
of the Gurage Zone which is the major focus area of this study. In this district of the Gurage Zone 
children are highly vulnerable to trafficking which in most cases puts their lives at ri sk. A 
comprehensive study of the problem in Gumer Woreda is not yet carried out. This study aims at 
bridging the perception gap on child trafficking issues involving the Gumer Woreda. 

To collect the necessary data a small town, Arekit and a PA named Zizencho and Teredo were 
selected from the Gumer Woreda. On the other hand Addis Ketema and Kolfe Keranyo sub-cities 
in Addis Ababa were purposely chose to phys ica lly observe the on go ings concerning tra fficked 
children in the city. Combined qualitative methods of data gathering have been employed 
including key informants interview, observation, focus group di scussions, case studi es and 
photography. Various secondary sources have been consulted including fi gures, facts , maps and 
publi shed and unpubli shed reports . 

The study reveals that several factors contribute to the vulnerability of children to traffick ing. 
These factors are majorly viewed in two categories as push and pull factors. The ones identified 
as push factors include: poverty, shortage of social services and infrastructure, lack of vocational 
and economic opportunities, societal and cultural violence on girls, family dysfunctions such as 
child maltreatment, parental divorce and death. The pull factors are high demand for cheap labor, 
socio-cultural factors associated with pull factors include: perception of a life better elsewhere 
and poor information about risks, migratory mentality of children, extended social networks and 
family ties and 'MeskeI' and' Arefa' holidays. The research has concluded that the push fac tors 
mostly fuel child trafficking. 

This study also focuses on presenting facts related to the forms and process of child trafficking, 
especially in Gumer Woreda. These include recruitment of children, actors invo lved , 
transportation, cost and the purposes of trafficking in children, gender issues etc. The research 
also integrated various fonns of effects posed on children and the local community. Some of the 
impacts on children identified in this research are psychological, emotional, physical , health and 
soc ial. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Background of the study 

The problem of trafficking in person is not a new phenomenon- it is in many ways a modern day 

of slavery, which has pers isted into the twenty-first century. Over the past decades, trafficki ng in 

human beings has reached epidemic proportions and no region and no country is immune. T he 

search fo r work has been fuelled by poverty, economic disparity, high unemployment and the 

d isru pti on of trad iti onal li ve lihoods in developing world where the majority of people barely get 

suffic ient means of ex istence; human traffi cking has the law of supp ly and demand (U ODC, 

2005) . 

Combating human traffi ck ing is hi gh on the contemporary internati onal humanitari an Jgenda 

because it violates the basic human ri ghts to life and liberty of a signifi cant proporti on of the 

wo rld ' s population, most of whom are socially and economicall y vulnerable (US Department of 

State, 2003). 

Weak law enforcement and littl e international networking by law enforcement agencies enables 

child traffickin g to flouri sh in Afri ca . As in the rest of Africa traffi cking and prac ti ccs sim ilar to 

slavery have persisted in Ethi op ia until today (Mesfin , 2003 ). A la rge num ber of women and 

children suffer from d iffe rent types of inhuman abuses and ex pl oitati ons as a result of tra ffick ing 

within Ethi op ia. Ex isting studies indicate that traffi cking in women and children fro m rural to 

urban areas is a prevalent and steadil y increasing practice in the country. However reli able and 

comprehensive data on the emergence, magnitude and deve lopment o f traffick in g in womcn and 

chil dren who have fall en victim to in-country traffickin g in the country are not available, Vict ims 

of tra ffi cking remain inaccessible and invincible in their communities (lOM, 2006). 

A substantia l number of children are brought from rural and poor towns to urban centers bein g 

dece ived and/or forced by traffi ckers. Trafficking o f these vulnerable secti ons of th t: soc iety 

within Ethiopia kept on growing. A considerable numbero'f children are workin g as prostitutes. 

1 
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domesti c workers, stree t beggars, weaver as well as o ther labo r exploitati ons and ictil1S o f 

trafficking (Mesfi n, 2003) . 

Addis Ababa stands out as the principa l destinati on point fo r trafficked victims. A large number 

of children from all corners of the country brought to Addis Ababa having been told of a bette r 

li fe in the city. However, they end up being subj ected to exploitation and abuse (FSCE, 2003). 

Child trafficking is increasing in recent years, masked by growing rural-urban migrat ion and 

sea ona l movement of labour mi grants (JOM, 2004). Studies indicate that most childr n who are 

trafticked receive nothing in the way of payment or education, and little in the way of eare (lOM. 

2004; ASI, 2006) . tn-country and ex ternal trafficking of children, often place children in 

situations of the same kind to slavery. Those who work in situations of child labor are always put 

in similarly unsa fe positions, working long hours, often in dangerous circumstances, for low 

leve ls of pay. In the deve loping countri es including Ethiopia trafficked children are ex tre mely 

vulnerable and at grave ri ks (US Department, 2008). 

Victims of traffi cking are subj ect to ex plo itation and abuses, and ultimately, they survI ve a 

painful li fe. C hild labour is the state where children are physically, economically and soc ia ll y 

ex ploited and abused. The challenge faced by each society in protecting children from tra fficking 

and the problem it results is immense. Nevertheless the increasing awareness of the internat iona l 

community in relation to child trafficking and the recognition given to it are one step ahead fo r a 

concerted and solid national and internati onal effort. 

Victims of child trafficking in particular are highl y vulnerable to abuse and exploitation becau se 

of their low level of phys ical and intell ectual development. Hence, they deserve a much soc ial 

protection and support as possible. It is from the above perspective; I have taken the initi at ive of 

undertakin g a study on child traffi ck ing in se lected parts of the Gurage Zone. The findin g of thi s 

study w ill poss ibly lay down the corner stone and pave the way for future interve nti ons. 

1.2 Statement of the Prob lem 

A grow in g problem in Ethiopi a, chi ld traffickin g is a serious human right abuse that destroys childhood. 

Many children in different rural settings of Ethiopia are likely to have been trafficked and child traffickin g 

become an important soc io-economic and humanitarian i sue as large numbers of chi ldren in Ethi opia are 

2 
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expo ed into the labor expl itation, forced marri age, ill ega ll y adopted, treet b gga r and cOlllmcrcial ~c:-. 
by traffi ckers who take adva ntage of chil dren' vul nerab iliti es (UN ICEF, 2005; 10M, 2006). 

hil dren traffi cked for the purpo e of labour ex ploitati on and prostitution suffer from physica l and 

emotional trauma, lack ed ucati onal oppOl1uniti es, and are likely to end up at the bottom run gs of s cielY 

for the rest of their lives (Agrinet, 2004(b)). It is therefore, crucial that trafficking of children in Ethiopia 

hould be curbed. Although the contributions made by the individual researchers, NGOs and the 

government as well in addressing the severity of the issue, practically speaking, there is still inadequate 

information in identifying the factors contributing to the vulnerability of children to traffickin g and its 

outcome. In the understanding of child traffickin g, it is impOItant to identify the relat ive 

preva lence of the problem in di ffe rent parts of the country, the causes, forms, processes of 

traffi cking in chi ldren that results chi ld labor exploitation, sexual abuse, and neglect which 

de erve much attention, 

rOM (2006) and Asham (2007) indi cated that SNNPR is one of the most exposed regions to child 

traffi ckin g in the country. It is obvious that chi ld trafficking across the Gurage Zone i also a 

major social problem. It is also proven that most children under the age of eighteen are victims of 

traffick ing which makes the issue more serious. Mean whi le, these areas of child trafficking have 

been overlooked by researchers so far which more or less fueled the child trafficking prac tices, 

especially in Gumer Woreda in Gurage Zone. 

Moreover, chi ld trafficking is one of the least investi gated components in the area of chi ldren in 

especially difficult circumstances. Moreover, the involvement of local communit ies in child 

traffickin g needs to be studied. Without such investigations little can be done in solving the 

problem. Hence, thi s study aims at contributing as a means of strengthening the percept ion 0 11 

work addressing child traffickin g issues. Child trafficking is a very complicated circular soc ial 

problem, Thus, the circul ation of several [actors aggravated the problem in that it \vorscJ1t'J the 

prevalence of child trafficking in the Gumer Wo rcda. Hence, a significant number of children 

have been vulnerable to traffickin g due to these circumstances. This micro-level stud y basica ll y 

attempts to fill in the penaining knowledge gap by putting forward the necessary informati on for 

resea rchers working on the subj ect, policy makers, concerned NGOs and the govcrnment at hrge . 
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1.3 Obj ectives of the Stud y 

This thesis has the following general and specific objectives. 

1.3.1 General Objectives 

The general objectives of thi s study are to invest igate the situation of child trafficking from the 

Gumer Woreda, Gurage Zone to Add is Ababa with respect to the factors that aggravate the 

problems and effects of child traffick ing. 

1.3.2 Specific Objectives 

The study has the following specific objectives:-

1. To identify the factors contributing to the vulnerability of children to traffickin g from 

Gumer Woreda to Add is Ababa 

2. To identi fy the forms and process of child trafficking 

3. To provide an ethnographic acco unt on trafficked children's urban li ve lihood 

4. To identify and analyze the effects of child trafficking on trafficked children and the local 

community as well as determining their degree of seriousness 

1.4 Choice and Rationale of the Study 

1.4.1 Why Children? 

I believe that advocacy on behalf of children is a vital means in changing public percepti ons 

towards children; in revea ling hidden problems, in initi ating and sustai ning a movement fo r 

acti on, in providing support and creating a society and environment that supports and sustains a 

culture of ri ghts and benefits for children. The sheer number of di sadvantaged traffi cked child ren 

commands attention. More importantly the ri ghts of children are at stake and by ignoring the 

problem; the nati on permits the destruct ion of its promising manpower reso urces in s t e~ld of 

cultivating them. 

Since we don't find a good number o f anthropological studies carried out on children and internal 

child traffickin g, I beli eve thi s research will contribute its small part in rai sing the general 

awareness of the public on the situation apal1 from serving as a basis for inves ti gating further 
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morc d ta il ed studi es n such child ren . Mo r<.:o v~ r , since child traffi ck ing i very illegal and 

hidden in its nature, the problem becomes mo re compli cated there by demanding an empirica l 

study to at least uncover the causes, fo rms, process and impacts of child traffickin g. The 

Gurage ' s children in parti cul ar have been known fo r their hi gh mobility and urban ori entation. 

However, the implicati ons of thi s long establ i hed characteri stics of child trafficking from the 

Gurage have not received due attenti on. I therefore, aspire to contribute to the effort to make 

' Eth iopia fi t fo r children' . I pursue these obj ectives by carrying out an ethnographic research on 

problems fac ing victims of traffickin g and the recommendati on opti ons to deal with them. 

1.4.2 R esearch Site: Selection and Justifications 

The research was conducted in rural as well as urban sett ings. In the rural area, to make the stud y 

manageable, one PA and one ad mini strati ve town have been selected among e ighteen PA fo und 

in G umer Woreda of Gurage Zone. These are, Zizencho and Teredo PA and Arek it town. 

The choice Gumer Woreda , Gura ge Zone is based on my famili arity with the general SOCIO­

economic, lingui sti c, and cultural situati on in the area, since I have been there in different ti mes 

such as fo r ho lidays. Moreover, both my father and mother are native Gurage from Gumer 

Woreda of Gurage Zone. In this regard , a perceived better opportunity for making contact to a 

number of people from di fferent PAs in Gumer Woreda and knowing these rural settings bette r 

than other rural areas were among other reasons for choosing Gumer-Gurage as a research si!e. 

I chose the two si tes of Zizencho and Teredo P A and Arekit town fo r two separate reasons. The 

former site was chosen because of the fac t that there has been a wide rural-urban mi gration 

between it and Add is Ababa as stated in couple of literature (Worku, 2006). The later \,vas chosen 

because of its being admini strati ve, educati onal and business center of the entire woreda. Thi s 

has been confi rmed by the various o ffic ials from government o rganizations both in Arckit town 

and Wolkite town, administrati ve center of the G urage Zone. In the urban setting, because of tim e 

and resource constraints, as well as the manageability purpose, I did not plan to deal with a ll 

urban destinati ons of Gumer-G urage children. Therefore, I selected Addi s Ababa as the main 

focus of the research as an urban center. 
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Addi s Ababa is the largest cIty \vith close geographical pr x illl ity to uragc land and it 

charact ri zed the large t source of attracti on fo r the Gurage community and children in parti cul ar 

fro m the b ginning to the present (Worku , 2006). Moreover, in G umer-Gurage most parents 

consider the ir children as ource of income; they send their children to the urban centers 

especiall y to Add is Ababa based on the supposed perception of the communi ty to be engaged in 

d i fferent wo rks . 

Since the re earcher res ides in Addi s Ababa and has contact with the G umer-Gurage comm unity, 

he has been ab le to check and counter check information by intervi ewing traffi cked childre n, 

their employers and other concerned bodies in Addis Ababa . In Addis Ababa, the researcher di d 

not try to a sess a ll sub-cities and kebele 's instead he chose Addis Ketema and Ko lfe Keranyo 

sub-c ili e due to the reason that there is hi gh concentrati on of mi grant and trafficked children 

from G umer-G urage and its community based on the researcher's prior informa ti on. 

1.5 Research Method 
1.5.1 Research Methodo logy 

This study employed qualitative research methodology. Such methodology is fl ex ible than 

quantitati ve methodology (Guest, et. ai , 2005). Qualitative research methodology is deve loped in 

the social sciences to enable researchers to study social and cultural phenomena and it is designed 

to help researchers und erstand people and the socio-cultural contex t within which they li ve. It 

also a ll ows the researchers to view events, actions, norms, values, etc, from the perspec ti ve of th e 

people who are being studied (F lick, 2002). This study emphasizes on the social , economic and 

cultural issues of the peo ple under study , thus, the researcher employed a combinati on of 

quali tative methods to gather the ethnographic data to the study . 

1.5.1.1 Research Design 

From the fi ve major designs or approaches (Creswell , 2003 ) of qualitati ve resea rch, namely, 

Phenomenological, Ethnography, Grounded theory, Case study and Narrati ve/Biography. thi s 

research mainl y employed ethnographic and case study methods to meet the objecti ves of thi s 

study. As Patton (2002) describes cthnographic approach is concerned w ith the di scove ry and 

desc ri pti on o f the culture o f a group of people. It also assists the researcher in getting ri ch and 
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holi tic description f the eros -cultura l exp ricnce of the group und er stud y. Accordi ng ( 0 Fli ck 

(2002), one of the prob lems of et hnographi c resea rch is strangenes , the question o f gaining 

access to the research site, data sources and creating a good rapport with the community under 

stud y. However, s ince the Gumer Gurage has hosted many visitors and the researcher persona ll y 

has v is ited this community earli er, so that stran geness and unfamiliarity was not a problem 111 

building rapport and ultimately conducting this research . 

1.5.1.2 Selection of Research Participants 

The following major groups of peo ple were participants in this study to make the ethn ographic 

data more visib le and truthful. These were: 

r Tra ffick ed children from Gumer Wo ,.eda, G urage Zone to Addis Ababa 

:,. Re integrated children 

r Parents whose children are either trafficked or are not traffi cked 

r Actors, like trafficker, empl oyers and famil y members, involved in the traffick ing process of 

vulne rable children 

>- Religious and community leaders/e lders in the rural study area 

r Concerned government servants working in Gurage Zone and in Addis Ababa 

>- Non-governmental organizations working on the protection of children rights and child 

trafficking related issues 

Accordingly, the researcher had selected the aforementioned groups of participants to generate 

the necessary e thnographic data and infonT1ation required to the study. The pal1icipants of thi 

study men tioned above have var ieties in age, sex and educational and socio-economic 

background . 

Almost all of the trafficked children who were participants in this study range from th e age 10-

18 . They are also comprised of both male and female gender. They have a very low ed ucation 

level in that most of them never pursued the ir education any better than primary school. In terms 

of the ir socio-economic reality, most of them come from very impoveri shed famili es. Aftcr being 

trafficked most boys are engaged in labor work and the girls also take occupat ions such as o ne as 

a house maid. 
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Reintegrated childr n appear to be a b it o lder rang ing to the max im um of 29 yea rs of age. The 

sex composition indi cates that they ar of both typ s. With regard to their schoo li ng, most of 

them return to school and resume the ir formal ed ucati on. In thi s research, most parents whose 

chil d ren are trafficked proved to be li ving under poverty which is stated in the study as the major 

factor to child traffi cki ng. They are of both sexes in their parenthood status. They have been 

targeted to obtain reliab le data fro m emic po int of view and to find exact fac ts concern ing chi ld 

trafficki ng in the study area. Other external sources have been consulted including teachers, c ivi l 

serva nts, NGOs employees and va ri ous personaliti es. These people were interviewed and 

contac ted to gather suitab le data fo r thi s stud y. 

1.5.1.3 Sources of Data 

The da ta fo r thi s study was drawn from both pri mary and secondary so urces. However, the study 

mainl y depended on the primary sources of data. 

A) Second a r-y So urces 

The researcher reviewed many secondary sources . The secondary data for thi s study \vere 

gathered from books, documents, j ournals, annual repo l1s, magazines, papers, internet sources 

and other related literature to have some conceptual backing. To analyze and better understand 

th e issue under study, relevant literature such as international conventions/protocols/agreements, 

regiona l charters, national constitution/ legal documents/policies and legal provisions wcre a lso 

reviewed. In addition, facts, fi gures and maps were collected from relevant publi shed and 

unpubli shed so urces to wri te the description of the study area . 

B) Primary Sources 

The researcher employed a combinati on of qualitati ve methods to gather the ethnographic data to 

the study . The primary data co ll ection instruments are di scussed be low. 

Obse rvati on and interv iew are the main instruments of data generati on in ethnographi c research 

(Patton, 2002; Sarantakos, 2005). On the other hand, according to Sarantakos (2005), focus group 

di scuss ion is a lso used in many qualitati ve researches because it o ffers va luab le inform ati on 

abo ut group procesS: spontaneo us fee lings, reasons and explanations fo r the attitude and behav io r 
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as adequately as an y other method. III add it ion to the e data coll ecti on instruments, photographs, 

fi lms, and videos are increasingly used as genuine form s and sources of data. Photography, in 

particul ar, has a long tradit ion in anthJopo logical and ethnographi c s tudi es (Flick , 2002). 

Thus, in thi s study Observation, interview of key informants, FGD , Case Study and Photography 

have been employed as instruments of data collection. Except photography, all data collection 

instruments were supported by guidelines (See Appendixes). These guidelines served as focus 

points and gave directi on on aspects that kept the research approaches as des igned, but re levant 

new informati on which were gathered durin g data generation process were a lso treated. 

Observation 

Systematic observation has been used both in the place of origin and destination of trafficked 

children. The researcher has observed the da il y activities of the Gumer-Gurage community. 

Bes ides, the researcher has observed the children carrying out various duties both in the 

household and out in the community. Furthermore, farming and tradin g activities among the 

Gumer-Gurage community in the local setting have been observed. According to Guest et. a l 

(200S), Participant observation is useful for gaining and understanding the physical, soc ial, 

cultural and economic contexts in which study participants live. Thus, observation was employed 

in thi s study because it assisted the researcher in having informal conversation and interac ti on 

with members of the Gumer-Gurage community. The researcher took notes and photos in the 

fi e ld so as to append information gathered thJough interviews and FGDs. 

Moreover. the researcher vi sited three governmenta l schools in Gumer Woreda namel y, 

'Zizencho Primary School', ' Arekit Primary School' and 'Arekit Secondary and Preparatory 

Schoo l' . In addition , an NGO ca ll ed the Zizencho Catholic Mission, wh ich provid es bo th 

ed ucation and health service to the Gumer-Gurage community has been observed. 

In the urban research site, the researcher has made fonnal and informal appearances to do 

systemati c observation in Addis Ketema and Kolfe Keranyo sub-citi es where the majorit y of the 

tra ffi cked children live and work. The places include market areas like 'Merkato', 'Mesa lemi ya' 

'Kolfe', 'Atena-tera ' , other places such as metal works, wood works, Tej-bel , restaurants, cafe's, 

schoo ls, streets and the like. In addition, the researcher has done hi s level best to observe the 
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Ii ing and w rk ing conditio ns of housc maid children particularl y g irls in the above mcnti o ncd 

sub-c iti es. ]n these pl aces where trafficked children are employed, the researcher was a mere 

observer. Even though, th e re earcher wa nted to parti c ipate in acti v iti es in which traffi cked 

children have been engaged , in order to reali ze the ir work load and pain, he be li eved it would 

create some inconvenience between the researcher and the children ' s empl oyer. For thi s reason 

the researcher prefe rred to generate data through non-participant observation as well. 

T he resea rcher prepared ob ervation checklist that was constantly rev ised to suit the conformity 

of the data w ith the objecti ve of the study. 

Intcr-vicw of Kcy Informants 

In qualitative research, w hich appli es ethJ10graphic approach, semi-structured interview (guid ed 

intervi ew) is the most common type of interview (Flick, 2002; Sarantakos, 2005). Accordin gly 

the interview type for thi s study was semi-structured as it would give some way to foc us and as it 

would all ow the researcher to inco rporate issues, which might ari se during th e interview. 

This research has incorporated 40 key infom1ants. The researcher selected these key info rmants 

based on the criteria that these groups of infom1ants should directly or indirectly be re lated to the 

issue of child trafficking in the study areas. However, the main focuses of the study were those 

who were directly re lated to the objectives of the study. Moreover, the in-depth interview 

employed with 18 key informants to elicit a yivid picture on the causes, forms, process and 

impacts of child trafficking and other related issues relevant to the study. In addition, the 

researcher has made in formal communicati ons with di fferent groups of people in both th e ru ra l 

and urban settings to generate supplementary data and it helped him, in some cases, to se lect hi s 

key informants. 

The group of inform ants with whom the researcher held in-depth interviews' in the rural settings 

were reintegrated children and parents whose children are trafficked whom he met at Zizencho 

and Teredo PA and Arekit town. Another group of informants the researcher he ld in-depth 

interv iews with were parents whose children were tra fficked. The trafficked children here in 

Addi s Ababa were al so the major groups of informants with whom the researcher has made in-

depth inte rvi ews. 
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To support and tri angul atc th e primary data co ll ected from va ri ous groups o r info rl11 ~1I1t s . th c 

researcher has can'ied o ut key informant interviews with parents whose chi ldren are traffi cked , 

teachers and principals in e lected schools from the rural research sites, community and re li gious 

leaders, government officia ls and NGOs workers in both rural and urban settings . In Add is 

Ababa, the researcher has also done key informant interviews with trafficked children. The 

resea rcher met the e trafficked children first through consultation with various people. He was 

also able to build good rapport with the children through his informal contacts with members of 

the Gumer-Gurage community. The resea rcher interviewed employers of the trafficked children 

and traffickers, to fi gure out why the employers and traffickers are in thi s business or practice. 

Consequently, th ese groups of info rmants were interviewed to assert their knowledge abo ut the 

causes, form , processes and effects of child traffickin g. 

Exce pt th e di scuss ions the resea rcher had with some people informall y, all interviews t ok place 

in inte rv iewee 's re pective places. Although, Amharic was the major language that many of the 

interv iewee's wanted to use, the interviews were a lso conducted in Guragigna. So as to main ta in 

the orig inal meaning of some expressions, Guragigna phrases were quoted. 

Focus GJ'OUp Discussions (FGDs) 

FGO was used for this study as it is very important to understand issues related with harmony and 

variation on the issue of child trafficking among members of the discuss ion, and to obtain g ro up 

attitudes and perceptions by initi ating members for active discussion. According to Guest et a!. 

(2005), FGO should be conducted in a location affording a maximum degree of privacy to 

parti c ipan ts. He a lso argued that there should be some one who is familiar with the loca l are3. and 

cultural context who should decide where the FGO should be conducted. 

The researcher has conducted FGOs with the major groups of participants including trafficked 

children, reinterpreted children, parents whose children are either trafficked or a re not tra ffic ked 

community and religious leaders and teachers. Each FGO group was consisted of 6-9 people and 

all the FGO ' s constructed with the groups were based on the FGO guidelines (See Appendix) . In 

the mean time the researcher allowed the participants of all FGO ' s to use e ither the ir own 

language (Guragigna) or Amharic and to express their fee lings freely. Furthermore, all the 

I'GO 's were conducted in conducive environments which were mainly facilitated by the 
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resea rcher and hi s a istant r guidanc . To sum up, all the F 0 ' we re c nducted to cr chcc . 

all the informati on gathered on the course of the study. 

Ca c stud ies 

A ca e study i an empirica l inquiry that inve ti gates a contemporary phenomenon within its rea l­

life contex t and it re li es on mUltiple ource of evidence, with data ne ding to coverage in a 

tri angulating fa shion, and a another result benefits from the prior dev lopment of theoretical 

pr po itions to guid data co llection and analysis (Yin, 2002). In thi research the ca e studi es 

have includ d fo ur traffi cked children (two boys and two girls) and tw r integrated chi ldr n 

(one boy and one girl ). All these childr n were selected based on age, ex, and their abi lity to 

narrate their life ex peri ence. The childr n were required to narrate their li fe hi LOries in 

accordance with the guiding questions prepared by the re earch r. The tud y has al 0 included 

the as tud i of two par nt s (two WOI11 n's) whose children have been traffi cked. The 

re ea rcher ga ined a crucial knowl edge from the life hi t ry narrativ of these children and 

parents in strengthening the study. The whole process of narration was recoded, transcribed and 

translated into English to describe the findin gs. The researcher has also applied backward and 

forward translation approaches not to deviate from the original meaning and message of the data. 

1.5.1.4 Methods of Data Ana lysis 

The re earcher has empl oyed the above qualitative methods to rai se the validity and truthfulness 

of the research . Among the qualitative methods key-informant interviews, in-depth interviews, 

personal ob ervation, focu group di cus ions and case studies have been supplemented by 

photography, and tape recoding. Moreover, fi eld notes have been taken in all the methods. 

I-Icnce, all the data gathered usin!! the methods have been transcribed, tri angul atcd all d translated 

into Engli sh. In addition , the whole pre entation of the findin gs has followed a logical fl ow in 

line with the research objectives. Furthermore, both the analysis of the data and presentati on of 

the findin gs have been in agreement with the various models and concepts of the causes, foml , 

processes and impacts o f child trafficking mentioned in the literature. Thus, I sought to ensure the 

va lidity of my analysis through both methodo logical and conceptual ri gor. The reader can 

envi sion all the aspec ts of the research proce s, and e pecial ly how it re lates to the objecti\ es of 

the study and to the theoretical perspectives this study adopted . 
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1.5.2 Fieldwork Experience 

This res arch was conducted in both rural and urban settings. The rural setting was Gumer 

Woreda in Gurage Zone of the NNPR while the urban settin g was Addis Ababa. Before the 

re a rch was cond ucted , I had prior knowl edge about th study area. That was through goi ng to 

Gumer- urage for holidays and other occasions while the other setting Addis Ababa, is by be ing 

a r s ident in the city. This ethnographi c research has been done in two rounds of journeys to 

um er Woreda. 1 started doing the resea rch well before the approva l of the research titl e, but it 

was a fte r the app roval of the titl e that 1 got full y started with conducting the research. 

At the beginning of the research , I tri ed to gather information here in Addis Ababa about human 

traffi ck ing in genera l and in-country child traffickin g in particular from a couple of govern men ta l 

orga ni za ti on and NGOs. Therefore , I learned particul arly from the 10M staff that the re i 

movement of peo ple from Gurage Zo ne to Addis Ababa both in the form of migration and 

tra ffi ck in g. 

Before I went to the rural setting resea rch site of this study] got the chance to meet many urba n 

dwell ers who had ori ginally come from the Gumer-Gurage area. Some of them are my own bl ood 

relat ives. Consequently, I could meet a considerable number of Gumer-Gurage children who are 

engaged in different work activities in various places of Addis Ababa. As this study focused o n 

th e two purposely selected sub-cities, Addis Ketema and Kolfe Keranyo, I used to travel to the 

various Kebele ' s which are found within these 'sub cities. I mostly visited the market pl aces in 

these sub-cities where the majority of the Gumer-Gurage children are engaged in the info rm a l 

eco nomic secto rs. 1 also visited some living houses, restaurants, cafe s and other places " 'here I 

coul d get the migrant or trafficked children. 

Thro ugh time J could develop a good rappo rt with a lmost all the groups of people J h;lve met. 

These groups of people were mainly the children's employer and the children themse lves. I-Je re, 

it shou ld be obvious that I was permitted by most of the children's employer. Accordingly_ J was 

a lso able to select key informants among the children based on the research objecti ves. Afte r 

which J was given an appointment so that I could meet the selected children. So, I went to th e 

work places of these children on the appointed date and intervi ewed the trafficked children o f 

different types and background s. J continued interviewing only some trafficked children which 
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we nt on fa r a few more day . Nex t to thi s I met my r search advi or and expl ained abou t the 

rcsearch progress and received constructive comments. 

Then after I did six weeks of ethnographic fi eld work at purposefull y selected PA and small town 

in Gumer Woreda , Gurage Zone. This was the first round of fi e ld work that took place between 

January 13 to Feb 28th , 2010. Different activities were involved in the research site among which 

the maj or are the following: 

The first act ivity was getting permi ssion from the Gumer Woreda administration officer who 

wrote me a letter according to which I was allowed to get started. So the first organization I went 

to was the Gumer Woreda Police Station where I gathered information on the prevalence and 

form s of child traffi ck ing and what it looks like in the area. The police officers to ld me that there 

is child traffick ing in Gurage Zone and Gumer Woreda in particular. According to the officer, 

there are no organi zat ions working to study about child trafficking in the area but there was one 

NGO before named GPSDO though it is very in active now. And fin all y the officer 

rccommended the other organizations that could help me calTyout thi s research. These 

organi zati ons were Child Ri ghts Protection Unit Office, Women 's Affairs Bureau, and Youth and 

Sports Bureau to mention some. Following this, I visited the different bureaus in Gumer Woreda. 

I visited the Gumer Woreda Finance and Economic Bureau and Gumer Woreda Information and 

culture bureau to gather information about the demographic, physical, cultural , social and 

economic setting of the woreda; I have also gathered infonnation about the populati on fi gure , 

map and other relevant inforn1ation from different government offices. 

In the course o f selecting ethnographic research s ite various governmental offices and 

personalities in Wolkite town have been consulted. Some of these include Police Departments, 

Courts, Child Ri ght Protecti on Units, Women ' s Affair, Health and Educati on Bureaus of the 

Gurage Zone and their respective branches in Gumer Woreda. According to the facts gathered 

from these concerned bodies the research was proposed to be conducted in Arckit- a small town 

and Zizencho and Teredo PA both in Gumer Woreda. Afterwards I have traveled to the research 

sites using the letter of permit to operate throughout the research site. The di stance between 

Arekit and Zizencho is about 5 kilo meters, and I have walked the distance throughout the work 

of data gathering. Fortunately I have stayed at family houses in both Zizencho Kebele and Arekit 
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town which omchow made th e stud y simpler. Therc are d ispariti es in infra IrucLUra l 

deve lopment which actua ll y opened the door for a comparati ve s tudy. For exampl e, there is 

provision of electric power and running water in Arekit town, where as both does not exist in 

Zizencho except for few minor water sources around the PA. 

In my entire stay in the rural setting I have contacted several individuals for an interview and also 

carri ed out various FGDs. In both places I have observed phys ical appearance and activities of 

schoo ls. I had the opportunity to meet teachers, staff and other people at the ed ucation bureau. I 

have also consulted documents related to educational matters. I have seen schoo ls such as 

'Zizencho Primary School' , 'Zizencho Catholic Mission School' , ' Arek it Primary School ' , and 

' Arekit Secondary and Preparatory School '. 

During my stay in the rural research site, I have vis ited all the necessary offices and people to 

grasp relevant knowledge to internali ze the issue of chi ld traffick ing. 1 have observed and 

parti c ipated in da il y ac ti viti es such as religious and social gatherings. I have also frcquentl y 

attended several soc ial occas ions including trad itional Gurage coffee ceremonies to gather more 

[acts about the ir socio-economic and cultural contexts, ideas, thoughts, practices in general and 

on the subj ects of the research in particular. I have been to various households and play grounds 

to meet chi ldren in their actual setting to know the on goings in their daily lives. As I speak the 

local language ' Guragigna', it was not very strange for me as well as the people I have contacted 

for thi s study. 

I was fascinated with the hospitality of people in the Gumer Woreda which helped to easily 

gather relevant data. Although child traffickin g is a delicate issue in the society peo ple did not 

ask any benefits to provide information. My first round stay in Gumer Woreda lasted [or 45 days, 

and th cn I was back to Addi s Ababa to develop the research topics and conduct some formal and 

informal di scussion with trafficked children , actors involved in the traffi ck ing processes, 

employers of the traffi cked children and respective government and NGO offi ces. I al so 

identifi ed the trafficked children throu gh contacts with Gumer-Gurage urban and rural dwell ers 

from different backgrounds and my own prior knowl edge . In Addis Ababa, In line with the 

various interviews held with key inforn1ants of the study, I employed in-depth interview with 

some se lected traffick ed ch ildren. I also appeared in the work and living places of traffi cked 
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childrcn to d a ysten ati c ob erva ti n. ur ing and aft r th sc ac ti iti e I have c ntactcd 111y 

thes i adv i or and di scussed n the re ea rch progre I did 0 far. 

My econd trip to Gumer Woreda was in mid March and stayed until March 27
lh 

, 20 lOt 

fac ilitate the final step of the data gathering. The second phase of the field work started after the 

fir t progre ive report wa submitted to the thesis advisor. The la t visit helped me a I t a I 

cou ld fill in all th possibl e gaps of the data collection. I have contacted a few more local officia ls 

from Wolkite and Arekit towns who provided more relevant information to strengthen the 

concepts f the study. 

enerall y peakin g, despite the fact that the tud y went successfull y, there were al 0 some 

di fficul ti e encountered by the researcher in thi s study. For exampl e in the rural etling, the 

abs nce of electricity, problems of transportation and communication made the work di fficu l!. n 

the other hand ince thi s resea rch conducted during 20 10 (2002 E. ), the - thi opian rati onal 

:' Iecti on, ome go vernment officia ls and other parti cipants of the stud y appeared su piciou to 

prov ide enough informati on. The most seri ous problems were encountered in Add is Ababa wh il e 

interviewing the trafficked children, some children were not willing to have th ir picture taken 

and some of them were also not voluntary to be interviewed either due to their work condition or 

other suspicious reasons. The employers of trafficked children and some identified trafficker 

were also difficulties during personal contacts for data gathering through interviews. 

While studying the occupations trafficked childr~n are engaged in , it was very diffi cult to find out 

the reality because of concerned exploiters di sguising the situation . As trafficked children arc 

also victims of di ffe rent challenges and problems including se, ual abu e, labor exploitati on ::11 d 

neglect, it was difficult to closely obtain their response. 

1.5.3 Ethical Considerations 

My approach to ethical concerns was in order to ensure that the stud y parti cipants were wcll­

informed abo ut my study and understood the way in which their participation wo uld contribute to 

the purpose of the stud y. For instance, in the interview and FGD invitati ons to the potentia l stud y 

parti cipants, I de cribed in detail about the purpose and objecti es of the stud y and the 

procedure I would apply to achi eve tho e objectives. I stress the complete confidential it and 
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anonymity r the tud as \ cll as the r ct that parti cipati n v lun! ry. In thi !:> tuoy tl 

actual namc of 1110 t in~ m1ant have been changed refcrring t the probl m that are li k I t bc 

ca used in ca e f publicly exp sing them. Pseudonym are u ed to di sguise their identit y. Onl y 

with vo luntary participants of the tudy I had taken some picture n the spot . Imp rtantl y, I 

als tres ed my great appreciation for thei r participation and their contribution t the stud y. 

1.6 cope of the Study 

The ethn raphic data for this study has been collected from Gurage Zone- umer Woreda and 

two sub-citi s in Addis Ababa. These were Addis Ketema and Kolfe Keranyo sub-citie . The 

focu es f thi s tudy were traffi cked children from Gumer Woreda to Addi Ababa. In the rural 

scllin , thi s tud y was ba ica ll y conducted in Zizencho and Teredo PA and a small ad mi ni strative 

t wn-Arek it which were both se lected by the re earcher own criteri a I' pa t experience and 

currl;; nt child tr nick ing rate and per onal con ultation . 

As fa r as the tudy i sue is concerned the re earch ba e its findin g on: identi fyin g and 

describing the push and pull factors contributing to the vulnerability of children to traffi cking, 

go ing through the forn1s and process of child trafficking, considering g nder issues, iden tifying. 

de cribing and analyzing the effects of child trafficking on children, their families and the local 

c mm unity at large. 

1.7 Limitation of the Study 

Thi stud y proved that a lot more investi ga ti on needs to be conducted to come up with concre te 

findings of child trafficking issues. The study did not include the entire situati on of child 

trafficking in Gurage Zone, but its findin gs specifically concentrated the on-goings in Gumer 

lVoreda . Even though the various sub groups of the Gurage Zone mi ght ha e their \Vn socio­

economi c and cultural di sparity child traffi cking is an existing rea lity. Howe er the study co uld 

cover only an overview of the Gumer Woreda child traffi cking issue. 

The research could not reach respondents who were necessary to be in vo lved uch as GUlll cr­

Gurage womcn and girls who are involved in commercial sex or pro tituti on in Addi AbJba. It 

was particularly attempted by the rcsearcher but found to be difficult to contact them. Thi more 
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r less made th d a c II c ti n In uf'fi cient. 0 the tudy ~ cus d n data gath red fr m I bour 

workers. More v r the r ult f thi tudy does not full y repre ent traffi cked children of the 

Gumer Woreda Gurage Zone and Addi Ababa due to fin ancial and time con traint . 

1.8 ignificance of the tudy 

This study pioneered the issu of child traffi cking in Gum r Woreda-G urage Zone wh ich coul d 

be considered as a mile stone fo r further studies regarding the matt r pec ifica ll y for thi segment 

of the Gurage Zone. Based on the findin g of the study it i aimed at contri buting 10 iti vely to 

concerned governmental bodies by pointing out several aspect that need to be con ulted to fill in 

the ap of legitimacy and po licy making process. The re earch also show the problem ar as 

whi h will make the work sim pler in tack ling tho e et back. ft al 0 helps t cr ate intervcnt ion 

strateg ies whi ch will facilitate the proee S of combating child traffi ck ing i ue fr m the ar a by 

impacting the comm un ity and prescnting suitab l re oluti on . 
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------~--~-----

HAPTER TWO 

2. Literatul-e Review 

2.1 Literatul-e Review 

2. 1.1 Workin g Definition and Framework of Trafficking 

Dcfin in what repre ent ' traffick ing' is ne of the major problem faced by re carcher , p lic)' 

I11 nKcr and Ie i lat rs in fi hting the pr blem. Thi primaril y ari s fr m the verlap and 

ill1i lariti the t rm ' traffi cking' has with v luntary mi grati on and hu man mu ling. Aft er a 

urvcy of pr tituti on and d mesti c w rk in f, ur c untri es one r sear h te m c nclud d tha t in 

the va t maj rity f ca e ' traffi cking' is a corru pted mode of mi gration which tran ~ rm very 

p cifi c mi grat ry pr ~ ec t (o f willing mi grant ) into nightmares (1 M: 2006). 

Th ugh traffi cking in hu man beings is an age-o ld phenomenon it wa not until 2000 that the 

international community reached a consensus on a common normative definiti on on traffi ckin in 

hu man beings, in the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppre s and Punish Traffi ck ing in Pcr on , 

Especiall y Women and Children to the UN Convention Against Transnational Organi zed nme 

(hereafter ca ll ed the Palermo Protocol) (UN ICEF; 2005) . For purpose of thi s re earch the 

defin ition of traffi ck ing in the Palermo Protocol remains a core reference: thus, Traffi ck ing in 

per on : According to Arti cle 3 of the Optional Palermo Protocol to prevent, suppres and puni h 

Tra ffi cking in Person , especiall y in Women and Children supplementing the United la ti ons 

onvcntion Against Trans- ati onal Organized ri me (2000) : reads as follow : 

Tn{({tckinf!, il7 person shall mean the recrll itment, transportation, tran.~rer, 
harhoring or receipt of persons by mean · of threat or u ·e of fo rce or other fo rlll . 
of coercion, of abductio n, of fra ud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a 
position of vlIlnerability or of the g iving or receiving of payments or benefi ts to 
achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, fo r the 
purpose of exploitation Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation 
of the prostitution of others or other fo rllls of sexual exploitation, fo rced labollr or 
services, slavery or practices similar 10 slavery , sen itude or the relll oval (~r 
organs. 
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c rdin g t th Dcpartm nt (2005) thi d fini ti ni l ng an n t \' r u r fri en I)' as it is 

loaded with ev ral conc pt that may need s me clarifi ati n: 

,- "U COt" threat of forcc" : thi include taking away someone' fr edom of movement and thei r 

pcr onal hoice. Thi i the most powerful and obvi us method to contr I and exploit traffick ing 

vict im . 

" Dcception" : another method u ed by trafficker to recruit and th n entrap the victims. The 

tac ti c f fraud or deception traffi ckers u e to initi all y recruit persons typicall y in vo lve givin g 

fal e pr mi e f better live, employm nt, education or marri age. The pr mi es are fal e, and 

the children nd up exploited. 

~ " lavc-like conditions": abusive and co rcive working condition in which people work with ut 

their consent. The work may consi t of d m ti c or ther rvic s, even th c thnt ar not 

rec ni zed a work r legitimate acti vitie . Th work i undefin ed (ta k ) and unlimited (time). 

Y " oct"cion": inv lves the u e of thl" at of eri ous harm, physical re traint f any pers n, any 

schcmc, plan or pattern intended to create the beli ef that a per n will have restraint u cd n Jai nst 

them and the abu e of the legal process. 

2.1.2 Global overview of human trafficking 

Traffick ing in men, women, and children occurs in all directions on the globe. Presentl y women 

and children are trafficked in all directions of the world ; within countries, between neighboring 

countri es and across continents. Thi s is a global web where countries/places f ori gin. 

countri es/places of transit and countries/places of destinies are intertwined and overl ap in a 

complex pattern (Kvi nnoforum, 2002) . 

Worldwide, men, women and children are traffi cked within and from their country for the 

purpose of performing forced labor of all types, including, domestic service, construc ti on work . 

agri culture and other informal activiti es, in addition to traffi cking for commercial sexual 

ex ploitation. It should be pointed out that this is not an ethnic specific problem. Anyone s sister, 

bro ther, daughter or son can be traffi cked from all corners of the gl be ( Department , 2003) . 

Tak ing into consideration that traffi cki ng is an underground and illegal activity. accurate 

stim ate of the problem are ubtle and exact num ber are diffi cult t determine. The I ~ 
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estima te n 70 ,00 an t" milli n \ men and "hil dr n arc traffi ked a r S 

internati nal b rder annuall y (I M 200 I). Within it annual tr fficking report, the 

D partm nt f tate timate that, betw en 600 ,000 t 00000 per n are traffi ked a r ss 

internati nal b rder every yea r (U Department 2005). ome int rnat iona l and 0 e tim te 

a much hi gh r num ber and thi numb r do not reOect the num b r f per n traffi cked with in 

countrie ea h y ar. round the w rid , human traffick ing ha bec me a $ 12 bi lli on a yea r lobal 

indu try ( N D 2005). 

In 2005, app r ximately 80% of the internati onall y traffi cked victim w re G male, and that 70% 

of the e vi tim were trafficked for the comm rcial ex indu try. ' urthermore, it i e timat d that 

over ne milli n children are exploited in the ex trade each yea r. It is al im p rtant t n te that 

thi s fi ' UI' d e not r nect the uncertain numb r of p ople trafficked \ ithin unt ric ( 

Dcpal1ment 2005). 

The phen mena eem to hit every continent and ev ry nati on in th w rId . tudi s indi aled tha t 

traffi ck ing in A ia accounts for a large hare of the global volum . Trafficking of women and 

children ha been part of the trad ition in thi s region. The purpose include sexual exploi tati on, 

adopti n, begging and other forms of labor exploitation. South A ia is con idered as the most 

vu lnerable region for trafficking because of its large population ize large ca le ru ral-urban 

mi grati on, large populations li ving in conditions of chronic poverty, and recurrent nat ural 

di sa tel's (Kviinoforum, 2002). 

Tens of thousand of Latin American aJld aribbean women and children are beli eved to be 

trafficked for ex ual exploitati on each year. lmpov ri shed children are particularly ulnera ble t 

trafficki ng for prostitution. Victims from Lat in America and the aribbean are trafficked to 

Western urope and the United tates (U Department, 2005). 

Poverty, sex ism and lack of security in Africa have Jed to an ep idemi c of traffick ing throughout 

the continent. The devastati on of poverty is a primary pu h factor for traffickin g in pCI' on . 

Po erty leads people into accepting unsa fe situati ons and persuades parent to ell their ch il dren 

in to slavery. H we er, po erty is not the onl y cau e. ocietal di criminati on aga inst womcn 

lead to their incr a 'ed ulnerabilit ,as s ci::d and cultural factor and the pr alence of gendcr 

violence pre ent additional chall enges to their effccti ve protection fr 111 traffickin g. Womcn and 
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chil dren ar le ft ulncrable as a r ult f mil y dys fu n ti n such . child 

maltr alment, parental d i rc and d ath , ft n are ~ rc d t mi grat In ar h f wage labor 

wher th mu t acccpt sub tandard cmpl yment in order t sur IV 1 ~ F, 2003) . 

It ti mated th t UI t 200,000 children are trafficked annuall y in we t and central Afri ca 

( F 2002). Traffi ck ing in Ea t Africa occurs on two lev I . Fir tl y, th re is th interna l 

traffick ing f childr n and yo ung w m n from rural to urban area G r d me ti c wo rk and 

pr tituti n. ec ndl y, n an international level, there is traffi cking of w 11l n t other Afri can 

untri e , th Middl e a l and urope f, r pro titution, and to the Middl e a t pr domin ntl y ~ r 

d m lie I b r. Th re i wid range of traffi cking of women pecia ll y fr m thi pia t the ul f­

in Leban n al ne, th re are an estimated 20000 to 25,000 thiopi an d me ti w rker , and a 

i 'ni fi cant number f them are traffi k d (P ar n 200"). 

Thc I M (200 1), o pa liJ11ent r p rt (2005), UN I EF (2005) and many ther tudie 

idenli fied th maj r push and pull [; t r connected with migrati n and pr vide incenti ve ~ r 

traf'fi kin f human . They xamine the factors b th qualitati v Iy and quantitati v Iy. Fact r 

that pu h pcople away fro m their home vill age toward anoth r have con i ted f: e caping war r 

persecu tion, violence, poverty, hortage of ocial servi ces, envir nmental di a ter and human 

ri ght violation . The pull factors bringing people toward certain place often in the urban areas 

are related to demand for cheap labor in a variety of informal economi c sectors like dome tic 

service and ex industry. Population growth urbani zation and gl bali za ti on are also interrelated. 

Traffickers can eas il y se ll their human "cargo" because of the demand and supply factors. Human 

traffi cki ng is the third largest illega l trade, preceded by drug and firearms. 

2.1.2.1 The Anthropology of Children and the Concept of Child Trafficking 

Anthropo logy, science o f man, enc mpas es all beli efs, customs, traditions art mora l , practices, 

knowledge, etc which man acquired a a member of the society. The ultimate goal of 

anthropological studies is to make society a better place to live in , a soci ety whi ch is free fro m 

any kind of problems and with thi s aim in mind the present study ex plore the pr blem f child 

traffi cking from anthropologica l per pective, by elaborating the fin dings o f the stud ~ r 

combating child traffi cking. 
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gica l re ca r h n ch ildr n I a vcr r nt in id nl. Pa I thr p logical tudics not 

nl y ncgl t d w m n bu t al ch ild r n. The rea on D r th limited int r t in \ mcn an 

childr n, wh wcre less in D cu than men wa the perceived concepti n of w men and children 

a "muted r ups' f the s iety. The 'muteness' f w m n and childr n ha been explain d as 

bein the re ult f n t having been exp sed to public sphere since they never learned t 

(P luha et.a l, 2000 cited in ardos,2006). 

Alth u Jh children in the pa t were giv n little concern and thus they were neglected, the 20
th 

ccntury ha impli d a grea t change for the stud y of children. The 1950s and 1960 interpr tati ve 

perspective like ymb li c interacti onal ism and oc ial phen menology pr m ted an intere t in 

childr n in ocia l actors themselves and n t nl y a pa sive recipi nt f adu lt . n the later 

dccad s children tend to reprod uce much of the ide I and di c ur that preva il In 

their ociety make thcm imp rtant t be tudied n an equal ba i with adu lt (P luha 200-1). 

There is, relati vely peak ing, very littl information about child traffick ing fr m the 

anth ropol gical per pecti ves and where such informati n exist , it i often n t di tingui hed from 

migration. Thi s lack of information stems from the fact that most of the literature n traffickin g 

are general, not speci fi c and al 0 that the issue it elf is ju t starting to filter in through thc 

international organizations. However, this does not mean that trafficking is not a serious problem 

globall y and it does not mean that the need to conduct anthropological study on the i ue I n t to 

a large ex tent. 

The Palermo Protocol (2000) includes a specific definition of trafficking in children: "Trafficki ng 

in children shalll1lean tli e recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or re eipt q a child 

for the purpo 'e of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitatiun of the 

prostitutioll of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, fo rced labour or en 'ices, slm'ery or 

practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal oforgans ". 

The provision stresses that the traffickin g of a child for exploitative purpo es, wh3tever means 

3n~ u cd, hould be c nsidered a crime. Although its primary ~ cu is the criminal pr ccution [ 

perpetr3tor f traffickin g, the Prot 01 als add re es the ri ght and needs of chi ldren who fa ll 

ictim to traffickers. In order to achieve max imum effectivene s tate that ratif the Prot col 

need to re iew national laws and en ure c mpli ance through a nati n31 Icgi slati e pr c , u -ing 



the I rot I a a m el. tate that arc n t rati In 
ti y r nati nal action 

to be cfr ti ve ( 

T en ur the pr v nti n f traffi cking and the effective pr tecti n f hild ictims, the Pal rm 

I definiti n n eds t be con ider d in light of other critically imp rtant internati onal Ie al 

instrum nt . For m st among these i the onvention on the Ri ght of the hild ( R ) and it 

pti nal Pr toe I . In the first place, the R definition f a child en ures that our attenti n 

~ cu n all pers n under 18 year of a . The R (1989) al in~ rm the definiti n of child 

traffi ckin in parti ul ar through arti cle 35. This provi i n indi cat th ne d ~ r tate t ensure 

the preventi n f child traffi ckin g " ~ r any purpo e or in any form' , thus widenin g the level f 

proteeti n childr n are ntilled to and covering uch situation a the illicit int r country 

adopti n, where fraudul nt mean ar u ed to pur ue a I ga l aim . Th nlJ n n the Ri ghts 

of the hild i , in turn , r in ~ reed by it ptional Prot e I n the hildren , hild 

Pro tituti on and hild Porno'raphy (U EF, 2005). 1I f the Pal rJl1 
n t mark th end f the pr f 

Prot c I and oth r relevant intern ational in trum nts d 

elaborating the lements of trafficking or the teady commitment of the internali nal community 

to combat thi s practi ce. 

However, difficulties arise in relation to the lack of clear definitions about the circumstances that 

can be class ifi ed as ' child trafficking', especially in view of the fact that key concept uch a , 

"coercion", and "vulnerability" have been left undefined (Anderson and O' Connell , 2002) . Many 

have also pointed out the additional constraints inJ1erent in the Protocol which are related to the 

fact that it is essenti all y a crime prevention instrument, rather than a human ri ght in lrumenl 

( hapkis, 2003). 

2.1.2.2 Cau es of Child Trafficking 

Child traffi cking occurs for many reason , but, according to the Internati nal Programme on the 

llmination of Child Labour (ILO-IPEC, 2003) it is overwhelmingly a demand-supply driven 

phenomenon. It occur predominantly because there i a market for children in lab ur and in the 

sex trade, and thi s is matched by an abundant supply of children, mostl y fr m p or familie , \ ho 

arc easy prey for tho e who seek to make a profit by exploiting their ulnerab ilit 
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The cau e f child trarticking can al be des ribed ac rding t the 'pu h' fact rs that kad l h~ 
chil d l av ing ne place and the ' pull ' fac tor that dec ide the place t whi h the traffickin g ictim 

m ve r are moved. Push factor typically include deepening povert y, family break up , child 

ri ht depri va tion, low educational levels, gender based di cri minat ion, hi gh unempl yment , 

conDict and hop lessne ,fo tered the environment for child traffick ing to fl ouri sh ( 

2005; A TI, 2006). Pull fac tors include economic di fferentials that make even relati ely poor 

neighboring town , ci ti es, regions or countries seem a likely source of li v lihood, unm t demand 

fo r cheap lab r, d mand for sexual services (VNIC F, 200 I (a)). 

It is enco uraging to no te the growing recognition of the cl e eonnecti ns between hu man 

traffi ck ing and econom ic migration. Mo t victims of traffi cking are first and ~ remo t ec n mlc 

mi grant w rker who hav fall en into the hand oftrarfickers ( hapki ,200"'). 

The ro t causes of traffick in g in Afri ca are many and varied. Underl ying many f Ih e au S I 

Africa' poverty trap whi ch in vo lve a range of mutuall y rein D r ing econ mic and cial ill . 

People become part of Ihe human trafficking chain because of vari us rea ons Ihat are ilher I u h 

or pu ll fac tor or both together with the poor law enforcement. Pull fac tor include, cc n mlc 

difG r nti als that make even relati vely poor neighboring town , regions or countri c more 

attract ive, conflicts which generate a demand for soldiers and al 0 labo ur ex ploitati on, domestic 

and sex ual services, the adoption trade, and extended social networks. Push factors mainl y 

include poverty, deteri orating li ving conditions, human depri va ti on, low economic opp rtun ity 

and unemployment, gender based di scriminati on, lack of health care and educati on, poor 

infra tructures in ru ral setti ngs, harmful socio-cultural practi ces and lack of legi lat ive and p li cy 

frameworks. Women and child ren tend to be the most vulnerable to human traffickin \!. as they 

often carry the burden of poverty (UN ICEF, 2006). In many Sub Saharan African countri es 

including in thi opia, poverty is a majo r factor fo rcing young children int work. ' treet ch ildren 

as beggar ' who simply work on the streets but are without famil ie or homes are increas ing in 

num ber in regions major cities. Addis Ababa, Dakar, Lagos, and Nairobi are examples in thi s 

regard (M oore, 1994). 
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2.1.2.3 Forms and ProcC . of 'hild Traflickin ' 

Trafficking of children takes many difD rent forms and it can be considered as a proce s. Recent 

tudi es have begun to identify the regional patt rns of traffickin g. Different ca tegori s f 

traffi cker and exploiters take on difD rent role along the journey from vulnerab ility t 

exploitation. In som regions, for example, children are recruited in to the traffick ing proce s by 

members of their own community who act as ' uppliers' of children to those who exploit them. In 

other regions, recruitment is largely through employment agencies, or through adverti sement in 

10 al new pap rs. Children may also be forcibly abducted or per uaded to r locate by adults 

(UN I EF, 2001(b)) 

Most forms of traffi cking take pl ace in Africa are for labour exploitation and dome ti c work ; 

women and children are traffi cked for commercial exual exploitation (a pro titute ); you ng 

girl s are so ld as child brides; children are trafficked to be u ed for various acti vi ti e as child 

solli ers and are al 0 trafJicked for use in ritual ac rifice. The e pattern of traffi ck ing take place 

both within and aero s countri es. Trafficked children are more vulnerable to uffer: in me ca e 

they have to be withdrawn from school (Salah, 2004). 

According to UNICEF (2003) Child Trafficking as a proce s involves three key actors' 

vulnerable children to trafficking, the traffickers, and the users. Recruitment of children for 

traffickin g can take different forms in terms of the person or persons involved and the methods 

used to lure the potential victims. In most eases~ the recruiter is known to the potential victim . In 

developing world where more and more people than ever, are living in absolute poverty and 

\vithout adequate acce s to food , clothing, shelter, education and health care, the struggle to pay 

more attention to the needs of vulnerable children becomes more complex and protracted 

EF, 2002). 

2.1.2.4 Effects of Child Trafficking 

The inherent vulnerability of children can mean that the effects of trafficking are even greater 

than on adults- not onl y they hi ghl y dependent on their traffickers or empl oyers, regardless of 

purpo e, but the evidence also show serious implications on a child s survi al health and 
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dc\'cl pm nt in lud ing' phy i al abu e and n glect duril and aft r th J ume , ph 

hcalth pr blcm , p ycho- ocial harm and 0 n (I M 200 I). 

al and 

I L G und me exampl of coercive prac ti ces mployed a ainst traffick d ch ildren in I c: 

u c of violence or threats of violence towards them particularly with girl s, debt b ndage, cial 

i olati n, phys ical and health impact, verbal a au lt and so on. These can be experi enced al ng 

with othcr elements of labour exploitation, for xample working long hour without break, 

particularly in domesti c service. Trafficked children are al oft rced to work in p t nti all y 

haza rd us ituati ons, including abusive and neglectful conditi n . Victim of tr ffi cking are al 

oftcn held in is lati on (ILO- IPE ,2003). 

2.1.3 r nt e rnal Child Trafficking Profile of Ethiopia 

2.1.3.1 Ma(1nitude of the Problem 

In country traffickin g of children from rural areas to urban centers in - thiopia i wide pread. The 

p yc h logica l and social legacy of the slave trade that was widely practi ced in the ount ry unt il 

1930s along with the institution of prostitution , which has a long hi tory and trong pre cnce in 

the thiopian ociety, have created a psycho-social environment that tolerates and even promotes 

the practi ce of traffickin g in children and women (10M, 2006). 

Trafficki ng in East Afri ca and particularly in Ethiopia is less analyzed and under to d than 

traffi ck ing in other regions of the world. Relatively little is known about who the victim are, 

who the traffickers are, the routes and circumstances of in-country trafficking, and how 

traffi king in - thi opia mayor may not differ from traffi cking in other countries of the \\'orld 

(Pear on, 2003). 

As tudi es show the regional as wc ll as thiopian national situati on in relati n to traffick ing 

related initi ati ves is still lagging behind that of other c untri es but is I \0 Iy improving. c\'cral 

reports mention trafficking in children, for the purpo e of labo ur exploitation in the infonllal 

sectors, domestic work, sexual purpo e and strect vending, a well a the trafficking in women 

for exual purposes in major rcgional towns and the capital , Addis Ababa (/\ I, 2006). In thi s 

rega rd , Addi s Ababa stands out as a principal destinati n for the traffi cked w men and children 

in Ethi opi a (FS E,2004). 
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J\ lthou "1 ry part f the untr i af e t db hild tra 1 kit g s m p rt nt ificd as hc 

mo t vuln rable t the practice of child traffickin g. A tud y c ndu t d b (2004) re eal d 

that PR i the prime victim f in-c untry traffi ck in g. imil arl y 1 M (2006) indicate that 

hencha Woreda in Garno fa Zone and Wolki te t wn in ura e Z ne f the PR as the 

most exposed r gion to child traffickin g. The pattern of tran p rtati n in traffickin g of chil dren 

from various Woreda's in the urage Zone of NNPR t Add i Ababa i thr ugh the town f 

Wolkite and other Woreda town with connecting road to the capita\. hildr n from Woreda' f 

Gurage Zone are recruited and tran ported to Addis Ababa u ing the arn e rout . In me ca e , 

parent in the Woreda' of the ura e Zone end their childr n t Add is Ababa with the hope 

that they could g nerate money in the infomal s ctor and upp tt family member at h me 

vill a e (10 M, 2006; A ham, 2007). 

2.1.3.2 Causes of Child Trafficking 

iat d with lab ur and ex 
Many of the document report c n i tent pu h and pull fact r a 

traffick ing in Ethiopia that are m re or Ie imilar to vuln rab ility fact r a ciat d with 

traffick ing in other developing countries of the world . The mo t comm nly cit d fact r that 

place individual children at risk in Ethiopia include poverty, lack of con mic alternati ve , 

minimal education and illiteracy, limited access to social services uch a education and health 

ca re in rural areas, scarcity of land, large family size, death and divorce of parents, gender ba ed 

violence, child maltreatment and homelessnes . External factors contributing to traffick ing 

include, ease of migration increased demand for cheap labour exploitation and domestic serv ice, 

prevalence of prostitution in urban areas especially in Addi s Ababa, and p or enforcement of 

po li cies act as major Pull factors (Agrinet , 200 1 (a); 10M, 2006' FS E,2009). 

2.1.3.3 Child Trafficking as a Process and Actor Involved 

Identifyi ng groups of children that are particu larl y vulnerable of traffickin g is a difficu lt ta k. The 

difficulty is compounded by the probl ems invo l ed in di tingui hing b twccn vo luntar 

mi gra tion and traffi ck ing which are often times overlapping in tern1 of mode and routes of 

travel. In many case, what stated as oluntary migration may take the characteri tic of 

traffi cking at a later stage (10M: 2006). In term f the ci -economic backgr und of i tims of 
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tra ffick ing m t f th m ar~ hildr n and me fr m p 

the only fact r f vulnerability t trani kin . Th 

r fam ili e n th ugh p crt 110t 

n I ba kgr und f internall tra fi ked 

children is enera ll y low. M t f the traffi ked children have bar Iy tarted r fini h d their 

primary educati on, which m y n tall w them t make in~ rmed deci i 

traffi cking (Agrinet; 200 I (a)). 

In term of th actor inv Iv d in the ch ild traffickin In thi pI a many f the childr n 

trafficked are brought to the c iti by r latives a well a friend and n i hb rs of famili wh 

prom l their parent em pi ym nt and b tt r educa ti nal pp rtuniti G r th ir hildr n. 

Il owever, the children u ua ll y end up w rkin a d me tic rvant pr titut s, 

etc without th pr mi ed ed ucati n. Traffick rs directly, or ultimately b n fit fr 111 the pr ces 

of child traffi ckin g. The int rm diarie initi atin mi rati n r al ns ery well 

known by the child includin r lati v , n i hb r- fri nd f th fami ly and 

parent Iguardi an . Wid pr ad p verty and the lack f pp rtuniti e G r y ung pc pi pr ide 

str ng incentive t eek pp rtuniti e 

childr n (10M, 2006). 

wh r -fa t that the traffick rs are ui ck t 'xp l it the 

Parents arrange for their own chi ldren to be trafficked. Parents wh end their child ren a\ ay may 

be motivated by concern for their wel lbeing or with the hope of receiving remittance fr m th 

children or direct payment by the trafficker or employer. ome parents are even badl 

intenti oned, and they actuall y want to commerciali ze their hildren and some think that in letting 

their chi ldren go to urban centers they are doing something g d for their children. It is therefor , 

thi s CO lllmon intere ( of parents to ensure a b tter life for their children is ne f the maj r 

reasons why trafficking is so prevalent in Africa (A PF, 2006). In another con tex t, children are 

dece ived into consenting to mi grate without the permission of their parents or are ev n abducted 

by tra ffi ckers (10M : 2006). 

Another mode of recruitment invo lves brokers \ ho recruit in rural communities in " hich the I are 

well known. These are u uall people \ h ha e previou Iy mi grated fr m the same ar a and use 

ersions of th ir own ueces storie, ma be other pe pie u ce s tori e to attract pot~l1li a l 

ictim . The m de f recruitmen t G r d me tic lab ur ex pl itati n can generall be haracterizcd 

a ind i idual and non rga ni zed acti ity (Agrinet, 200 I (a)) . 
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The m st c ml11 nl y it d recruitment 'lra le ' i ' de pti I ~ I ment. ( thcr 

form f r cruilment includ marria c fraud , pe r-innuen d re ruilment and ad pti n 

recruitm nt trategies. The literature c ntain varying acc unt regarding the prevalence f 

rc ruilment by family member I M, 20 6). In-c untry tr fi cking rep rts in thi pi al 

indicate that the meth d r currentl y u d t P r uade the traffi cked re pondent t mi gratc t 

t wn include job offer pr mise of educati rlftraining, and pr mi se of f, ter parent arrangem nt 

(J\ grin t, 200 I (a); 10M, 2006). 

fin -country traffi ek in f hil dr n i n t, f, r the m t part , an r ani zcd ac ti vity 
Thc proce 
in vo lving act r exclu ively and re urrenll y inv Ived in traffi kin . A typ ica l a c f trafficking 

invo lve a per n trave ling t a rur I ar a f, r h r th r purpo e n t dir ctl y a cia tcd 

with traffickin and incidentall y re ruiti n and tran p rtin a relative r acq uain tancc t a t wn 

in wh ich hel he li ve (I M: 2006) . 

2.1.3.4 E ffect s of Child Trafficking 

With 0 few report and c mprehen ive studie of victim of traffi cking, ther IS littl e 

informati on about the short- and long-term condition and ffects of child trafficking and re lated 

exploitati on in Ethiopia. However, a few organization and studie have begun t explore areas 

such a the health of trafficked victims thus; physical, p ychological, social and ec n mi c 

consequences were identified as the harmful impacts of traffickin g on children (UN I EI-, 2003' 

F E, 2004; 10M; 2006). 

Most of the victims of traffickin g face extensi e exploitation , abuse and neglect during the 

diffcrent tages of the traffick ing proces . Furthermore, traffi cked chi ldren d n t ha e OIl trolof 

their money. Some children receive just a portion of their salary that employer' s pay to the 

traffickers or brokers. The situation lead to dependence on tram kers for m ne fo od clothes 

and other necessities ( grinet (200 I) (a)) . A tudy conducted by lLO estimated that ab ut two­

fifth of children working as domesti c ervanls in Addi s Ababa do not rec ive any fi xed monetar 

con idcration (ILO- IP Ee, 2002). Victi ms of traffickin g en aged as dome tic w rk er and 

wca rs are all routinely ubj ect to econom ic exploitation in term of the I v Ie el f I a ment 

and/or denial of payment (10 M, 2006). 
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Thi ' stud y attcmpts at r fi lling in th li tcra tu rl: r le \, ndu t d b r lat d tud ic and hop~ ' 

to contribute po iti vely in the subj ct. 

2.1.4 Child Trafftckin o- from Legal Poillt of View 

According to the UN report (2005), the lack of p cific and adequate I gislati on on traffi ckin at 

the national level has been recogni zed a ne f the m j r obst cle in the fi ght ga inst 

traffi cking. There is an urgent ne d to compl ment I gal d finiti on , procedurc and coop rati n 

at the national and regional level in accordance with int rnati nal tandard . Thc deve l pment f 

an appropriate legal framework that i internati nal in lrum nt and 

standard will al 0 play an influential role in omba ting child traffi ck ing and rclated abu e and 

neglect. 

2.1.4.1 Lcgi lative Fram ework 

The (1989) Article ( I) tates that "A child m an every human b in bel w th agc f 

18 yea rs". Moreover, Ethi pia has ratifi ed mo t f the 'eneral c n enti ons whi h are c ncc rn d 

with human ri ghts in general and parti cularly with children. The foll owing intern ati onal 

in truments are some of the important internati onal instrument adopted by Ethiopia to III at 

the problem of child trafficking. 

UN onvention for the Supervi Ion of the Traffi c 111 Per on and the Exploitati n r the 

Prostitution of others in 194 9 

• Anti - lavery Convention, Political Participation Convention in 1956 

• Thc I LO Convention NQ 182 on the Worst Fornl of hild Lab r 1989 

• U onvention of the Ri ghts of the Child ( RC, 1989) 

A cord ing to Arti cle 9(4) of the 1995 constitution of the FORE all international agrcc l11ent 

rati fi ed by Ethiopia are consider d as part f the law of the land . 

The U convention sti pul ates that child labo ur expl oitati n and an acc Ill pan ing traffi cking in 

r crson for sexual purposes are considered a a form f la ery ( con cnti on 1949). Dc 'ri le 

its prcva lence, relevant international trcati do not exp li citl y addrc this form of traffi ckin c. . 
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The R ( 19 make a pr ur nd , ind all rm 

trafficking of children. Traffi cking f hildr n I a i lati n th fun lam ntal ri ht f a hil 

a ta ted in the nventi n n the ri ht f th hil d Intern ati nal a r 

Organi zati n IL ( 1989) al includ d the mm rial 

traffi cking for sexual purpo e in it Ii t f th w r t ~ rm 

rk hil d p rn raphyand hild 

f child la r in th IL w r t ft rnl 

of child labor conv nti on 182( PAT, 200 1). 

The legal ystem f the c untry ha it wn ntri uti n ~ r th 

chil dren a a re ult f weak enfor em nt m hanism have n t 

co n tituti n and broad int mati nal law pr hi bit hild traffi ckin 

spe ifi c law . 

2.1.4.2 The African h ~lrt r on Human and People' s Hi ght · 

ide pr d f tra ffi cki n in 

ef Cli V . -v n if th 

m ap in the 

The Afri can chart r n human and pe pie ri ht wa ad pI d in and came int ~ r 111 

1986, and has been ratifi ed by m r than 40 Afri ca n tate In lu in - thi pi a. All ~ rm [ 

ex ploitation and degradati n parti cul arl y lavery, slave trade t rtur ru I, inhumane and 

degrad ing puni hment and treatment are pr hibit d. hild traffi cking i there ~ re, c n id red as 

one form of inhumane and cruel act. Thu , it is po ible to argue that children are pr te ted under 

thi s charter from any form of inhumane treatment ( alah; 2004). 

The African Charter on the Ri ghts and Welfare of the hild , whi ch thi pia a cept ti pulatc 

about trafficking under Article 29 as follows: .. tate parties to the present harter shall rake 

opprop riate measures to prel ent: (a) the abduction, the sale of, or trajji . of chillren fo r 011.\ · 

purpose or in any fo rm, by any person in II/din parents or legal g uardian of th ' child ·· 

( ini stry of Justice, 2005). 

2.1.4.3 Domestic Legi lations and tandard 

According to the US Department (2006), annual rep rt f traffi ckin In per n. contain the 

comprehensive w rid wide rep rt n the e f~ rts f rnm nt t c mb t cv r ~ rm 0 

traffi ck ing in pers ns parti cul arly traffi ckin in children la ifi - thi pia in the Ie I tha t doc 

n t fully compl y \ ith the minimum standa rd ~ r th eliminati n [ traffi ckin ' : h v eer It 1 -

making signifi cant e f~ rts to combat traffi kin ' . 
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1 he Fed ral 0 m cratic R pu lic f ~ thi right hildrcn 

separately under arti cle 36. Th 

primary c n id rati n in all a ti 

tat t interest f the hild hall b th 

hil dren un rtak lic and pri at v,Ic lfarc 

in titution , court of law admini trati e auth riti th 

FORE onstitution) . More p cifi t the xpl itati n f a hild in Arti Ie num r I d) under 

the headings Rights of hildr n a : " v ry hild ha the ri ght n t t be ubj e t t exp l it ti 

practi ces, neither to b required n r pemlitted 

harmful to hi Iher educati on, h Ith r well -b in 

w rk whi ch may b hazard u r 

f 0 ~ , I 95). 

In a t Afri ca , th re i a la k f anti -traffi kin law. Th re I n 

dea ling with traffickin g in the e 'a tern c untri es. The nl y 

prosecute tra ffi kers i under the P de in th 

In recent years, there ha been muntin ev iden e f traffi kin 

ifi rlmln 

n that ca n b used t 

). 

domesti c work. Until 2005, ~ thi pia' riminal de defin d tra fi kin a ~ r in) w men r 

children to engage in Pro tituti n and did not e ver traffi kin ur. A rev i i n f 

the penal code was pa ed in parli ament in arly 2005, and new pr VI SI n , overing als 

traffi cking for forced labour, became law in May 2005 . ome f the ef~ rt that wer made in 

order to fi ght against traffi cking at the national level are hown in the newly rev i ed thi pian 

Criminal Code (2005) that replaced the penal code oflhe ~ mpire f Ethi pi a ( I 57). In tcrn1 f 

penalti es as it describes traffi cking and puts the punishment for labour expl itati n und r Art icle 

597 and for the purpose of commerci al sex work under Article 635. 

A,-tide 597 (1) Whoever by violence, threat, deceit, fra ud, kidnapping or by g il'ing ~ 
money or other advanta 7e to the person havin control over a woman or a 
child recrllits, rece ives, hides, tran port , export or imports a 1\ '01110 11 or a 
minor f or the purpose of fo rced labor i p uni 'hable with rigors il7lpr i. OI1lJl ent 
from jive years to twenty years, alld fin e not exc din jifly tho Li. and birr 

(pp.348) . 

Article 635 Whoever, fo r go ill, or to groti/J th · possiolls of ollother (a) tragi ill WOII/ ell or 
II/inors whether by send illg thell/ , by ellt icillg them, or b pI' urillg them otherwise 
illeludillg them to ellgage ill prostitutioll evell with their OI1.~e llt : (b) keeps s lI ·h a 
p ersall ill a brothel to let him out f or prostitllt ioll , is p Ullishable with rigors 

imprisOllmellt IIOt exceedillg tell thousalld birr subj e t to OPIJlicatioll of II /O re severe 

pro l is iolls especiall wher ther is ollcurrellt ill 'gal restraill (pfJ·3 0) . 
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2.2 Per pcctive on child traffi ckin 

2.2.1 Trafficking as a migration i - ue 

Many theo ri es and model f mi grat i n are devel p d by differ nt writer a fi und in li ter lur . 

Most of these theories and mod I empha ize n the cau e and motive f mi rati on. 

on idering that a migrant can be a lave, refug e, r j b- r ha e me ther r a on fi r 

moving, no single theory can provide a c mpr hen ive cxplanati n fi r the migrati on pr e . 

Human trafficking i. an a pect f mi rati n. Thu , tw mi rali n th n havc bccn u d ~ r th i 

stud y to better under tand the r lati on hip and difG r nce b tw en mi rali n and trani kin g. Th 

Lee ( 1970) and Todaro and mith (2003) migrati n m d I are hi ghli hted bel w. 

[vertl Lee (1970) ha devel p d a the r tical fram w rk fi r anal Zin th v lum\; and 

ch3racteri tic of mi grati n. li e id ntifi f mi ra ti n a pu h and pu ll fa t r \-\'hik 

the pu h factor ar the cio ec n mic f ct rs at th ar a f ri in that fi rce pc pic t J11 ve ut 

the pull factors are the OC I - c nom ic pp rtunili e ava il ab l in ther I alitie r de tinati 11 . 

With respect to the volume [migration he argued that b th the rate and vo lum f migra ti n 

vary with the state of progress in a country and tend t increa e overtime. Lec ' conceptual 

framework focuses on migration deci ion making. The deci ion whether to move or n t implie 

wei ghing the positive (pull) and negative (pull) factors . That i , factors tending to force mi gran ts 

to leave their places of origin and attracting mi grants to destination area . Lee ( 1970) furth er 

pointed out that the mi gration proce s i e l ec ti ~e because differentials such as age g ndcr, and 

social class affect how persons r spond to pu h-pull factors, and the e conditions also hape their 

ability to overcome interv ning obstacl e . Furthermore per onal fac tor uch a a pe rson' s 

education, knowledge of a potential recei er population, family ti es, and u1e like can fa ilitate or 

retard mi grati on. 

Todaro & Smith (2003), standing their th ones on mpirical findin indifferent plac s f Afri a. 

the e writers have magnified that rural-urban mi grati n can ex ist d sp ite Ie j b opportun ity in 

the maj or town . Howe er, the pre ailing high fertilit rate and 0 ernO\ ing rural-ur an 

migration towards citie i re ulting in unemployment and ther ocia l pr blems. Accord ing to 

thi s theory people reach on dec ision t migrate h ping empl ment in the de tinati n areas 

through their current income in place of ri ,i n i hi gher than in pI ce f de tinati n. 
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2.2.2 Trafficking as a labor i lIC 

The ILO explains that ' child labour' i often d fin ed a w rk that d prI ve children f their 

childh od, their poten ti al and th ir di gnity, and that harmful t phy i al and m nta l 

development (l LO-TP C, 2003). Another approach t child traffi king 10 k in to the pu rp e r 

destination factors, i.e. the "purpose of ex ploitati n'. Thi i ~ r example, apparcnt in an IL -

IPE (2002), which looked parti cularl y at labor expl itati on i ue wh n identi fy ing traffick ing 

among migrant children. The ame stud y indicate that migrant children are considered to have 

been traffi cked when they were forced to wo rk long h ur , w r under paid or not pa id, were n t 

all owed to leave the working place, were fo rced t w rk in haza rd u w rk 

ex periencing houting, hitting or sexual abuse. However it remain vague wh ther the migrant 

labo rers were recruit d by decepti ve or coercive m an f, r th purp e f expl itati n (as the 

pro toco l (2000) definiti on of traffi cking et out) r wheth r they end d up work in under 

difficu lt condi tions. 

2.2.3 Trafficking as a criminal problcm 

The fac t that the UN Traffi cking Protocol (2000) i a supplementary pr toc I to the U 

Convention Against Transnational Organi zed rime indicates that traffi cking is now commonl y 

considered to be a criminal problem. The association between trafficking and transnati nal 

organi zed crime points to the global scope as well as the organi zed nature of the phenomen n. 

Yet, whil e there may be ev idence indicating the involvement of organi zed crime in s me part of 

the world , thi s cannot be generali zed to traffi cking globall y. For example, in the Ethiopia ch il d 

traffickin g resembl es more migrati on based rather than organized crime (A grinet. 200 I (a): 1 M. 

2006). Whil e some studies refl cct the invo lvement of "orga nized traffi ck ing networks" to en la\'c 

the children not all research seems to support thi s view. Research reports also point to the 

invo lvement of family members, parents, neighbors or fri end (1 0M 2004). What most studies 

seem to agree upon, however, is the lack of or imperfection in law enforcement in the combat 

aga inst traffi cking. 

2.2.4 Trafficking and human rights 

Human ri ghts are an important principle in practi call y all traffi ck ing approaches. A hum3n ri ghts 

ap proach to trafficking a 'sumes thc per pecti ve of tho e wh have had their human ri ghts 
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r 
i lated be the 

nsider d t 

analy d al n with 

hildr n". Whi le thi 

hil r n, w m 'n mlgr nt · i la ti n 

th and a 

appr a h ha r lak in int 

vi lati ns f children it nta in the ri k 

li ke rap and trani king that are n t nc c aril rei, t din mplrl 

r human ri oIn ' ' re 

n 

2 

hildr n ar an int ral p rt 

their in - rn hum n ri hl. 

every child in the w rId h n 

th d th hil dh d ri ' ht a it i 

th hil that 

pl11 nt pr partic ip ti n. Thi 

ensure' the ri ght t 

labour and xual 

itati n and h rm . he 

f th i il and hu ma n ri ,hI s 

many trani kin vi ti m rt 'd, m st hil dn.: n 

traffi ck d G r lab ur r ual ' pI 

not to be h Id in lav ry r itude thc ri ' ht t u I and inhul11an<.: 

tr atmcnt, the ri ght t be fre fr m vi I nand th ri lht t h alth 2 

2.2.S Gender Perspective 

Fcmi ni st theory is an effort to brin In ight Ii r the m em nt and th an u femal 

experiences together with re earch and data gatherin in rder t pr du Ih , t 

helps to identify and end female operali n. M re er it pr vid Ii r und r tandin' vcr r 

area of li ves, and a femini st per pective that affect th - w rId p liti a ll y, culturall ciall 

econ mica ll y and spirituall y (K Imar & Bartk w ki 2 ). 

Ba cd on th anthr pol ica l- ciol ica l appr ach, unequal p r and c ntr I relati n hip. 

lead to unequal di i i n f lab r un qual g nd r r Ie 

di sc ri mi nation (Kell y, 2003' Lo n , 2 04). Th e in turn rate 

have limited contro l 0 c:r their v n Ii 

rendered ery ulnerab le I traffi kin 

pr m tin patriar hal 

the indi idual w men ' \ Ifare and that n ura and rati n li z th 

pecial l durin tim fin tab ilit and di Ii n. imilarl l K 
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ulnerability of ung po r iri s t tra Ii king f"r m th 

inequaliti es. The shaping f ~ mal hildr n ulnera ilit 

r d~cp- r otcd !> tructu ral 

pi itati n nd tra fi king 

ori ginates in structural operation expre ed in deepenin nder inequalit whi h m Iml z 

the limitation of females pti n and " pace facti n ' impl ing th xt nt t \ hi h the ha c 

the power to make choices and deci ion . 

Long (2004) further stress that the lack [ pti ns r ulting fr m tru tural inequalities a G 

women's perceptions of them elve , whi h are ft n defin ed by a la k f If nfid n e and 

as erti veness, and which can have a crucial r I f mak in a din t ac pt 

omeone's offer a job out ide th ir h me villag and I t r durin ex pl 

In sh rt , the arguments di u cd ab v , defin e and addre hi ld tr ffi kin nti all y a 

gender phenomenon invo lving th expl itati n f w men and irl . The ab v mcnti nc 

p rspecti ve were needed to brid e th lit r tur I' i wand e n eptual framc\ rk in tcrm . f 

bui lding up the scrutiny n the t pic G r thi I' been uti li ze I t 

enrich the ana lys is of the tudy. ln g n ral the r ea reh analy i i carri d ut a d n thl: 

parti cular perspectives. 
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2.3 onceptua l F rame, ork 

ha rl I. hild Traffickin g 

Pu sh Factors 

0 Pov rty 

0 Large size family in small plot 

of land 

0 Shortage of social services 

0 Lack of conomic 

oppo rtuniti es 

0 Societal & cul tural pressur s 

on gi rls 

0 Chi ld maltreatment 

0 Parental divorce & d ath 

Pull factors 

0 High demand side for cheap 

labor 

0 Perception of a life better 

elsewhere 

0 Misinformation 

0 Migratory Mentality 

0 Extended social networks & 

family t ies 

0 Meskel & Ar efa holidays 

Legis lative Factors 

o Absence of specifi c policies on 

trafficking 
o Poo r policy enforcement 

Tr f fi cking 

Proc ss s 

-Ac to rs In vo lv d 

-Meth ods of r ruit lll Cli t 

./ 

./ 

pti n 

b/ 'd u ali n 

./ ar inn ucncc 

./ Marria c raud 

./ Ad pti n 

o Recruitment 

o Rei cati n 

o Recepti n 

o Harb rin g 

o Expl ilati n 

o Depri vation 

Retra ffi cking 

er 

Return/ 

Reintegrat ion 

ff cts 

-Phy i allh alth 

ial c e t 

ec l 

- -m ti 11 ;) 1 (; fc t 

_p o I ' ical cffl:c t 

. ffec t 0 11 th e loca l 

CO lli III U II it 

Source : A model developed by t he research er based on th r view d li terature such as Pal rmo Protoco l 

(2000), 10M (2006) Asham (2007 ), Ka l b (2008) and fi Idwork xp ri nce. 
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CHAPTER THR { { 

3. Description of the tudy Areas 

3.1 The Gurage Zone 

Gurage is an ethnic group in Ethiopia. Accord ing to the 2007 nati nal cen u th y numb r 

1,867,377 people (or 2.53% of the total population of Ethiopi a), of whom 792 659 are urban 

dwell ers. This is 2.53% of the total p pulati n f - thiopi a, r 7.52% [the uthern ati n , 

Nati onalitie , and People's Region ( PR) ( A 2007) . 

3.1.1 Geographical setting and the climate 

Gurage land is situated in the outhern r i n t the uthw st f Addi Ababa and i b undcd 

by the River Awash in the North , Lak eway in the ast, and the ib Ri r in the We l. The 

Gurage are surround d by the Orom t the orth , -a t and We t by th I ladiya t th uth. 

and the Yem to the Southwe t ( hack, 1966). 

The Gurageland is situated between 37° 30· and 38° 50· E and 7° 46· and 8° 48· . the uragel and 

is a part of what is now the Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples ( NNP). The 

ad mini stration centre of the Gurage Zone is Wolkite, a town 155 kil meters southwest f Addi s 

Ababa (Muluneh, 1993 , cited in Worku, 2006). The physical land cape of the Gurage land as in 

most parts of Ethiopia is quite diversifi ed. The area li es in the southwestern part the L hell 'on 

plateau whose altitude is about 2200 meters above see level. Apart from shaping the physica l 

landscape, the geological process and the resulting land cape ha e affected the way f life f the 

Gurage people, which is manifested in the in the economic activities, settl ement pattern and 

material culture oCthe people (Mesfi n 1972). 

In terms of climate, as large parts f Ethi opian hi ghland m t of the rai nfa ll in Gura ge land 

occurs from March through October (Muluneh, 1993, cited in W rku , 2006). The main rainy 

season usually called Zer, the wet ea on begin in early June and extends up to the mid 

September. The remaining part of the year is dominated by Abar, the dry ea on. Even dur in I the 

rainy season, there i a regiOhal variati n depending on the altitudinal change. Thu , the annual 
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rainfal l ranges from 600 mm t 1000 mm in Kola and fr m 1 0 mm t 

Woinadega respectively (Daniel 1977). 

111m in D"a nd 

In spite of the sli ght variati on both agronom ic zones (dega and woinade a) r ce iv m re rainfall 

when compared with Kolla. Thi particularly holds true of the di tri t f umcr Wh r th 

stud y sites are found . As a result, easonality in rainfall ha dictat d th a ricu ltural practi s In 

the area. Because of the study areas in dega (temperate) and woinad a ( ubtr pical) Z ne, thc 

types of vegeta ti on dom inating mo t part of the urageland are c mm n t m t hi hl and . In 

support of thi s, Ipcar (1970) tated the par e di tribution f uch pecI a Acacia (I rell ) 

Juniper procera (Tid), Podocarpus graci l r (Zi ba). In e ar a a the re carche r 

observed, Eucalyptus and Tid are the mo t frequ ently occurrin type f veg tati n typ . 

The Sebat-bet area in gen ral and umer Woreda in particul ar i kn wn ~ r it hi h P pulati n 

density (l-laris, 1844, cited in Worku 2006). The ura e regl n a a wh I i kn wn I bc ne f 

the most densely populated r gion in the untry . Iii 1/, populati n pr ure ha ccn ne of the 

major factors, which brought about changes in local urage land-u e and natural vegcta ti II 

pattern (Getnet, 1992, cited in Worku, 2006). 

3.1.2 Socio-cultural setting of tbe Gurage people 

According to Worku (2006), although there are some few studie on Gurage people, wc d n' l 

have many studies concerning Gurage hi story and the socio-economic as well a cu ltural a peels 

of the Gurage life. The only major work on the Gurage is William Shack 's, " The C urage: A 

People of Ihe Ensel Cullure ,. (1966), which pr vides a cia l anthr p logical de ripti n of the 

Gurage and their Culture. William A. Shack, who devoted more than thirty ears of hi li re t 

research into Gurage social life and culture, presents intere ting deta il enli ghtcnin the urage 

people and their land. 

The Gurage social, econom ic as well as religiou orga ni zations are based on the principle fa 

patri linea l lineage system (S hack, 1976, cit d in W rku , 2006). Th ex t end ~d famil y and lin e::J! 

kin provide the bas is ~ r communa l lab r ~ r a ri cultural and d mesti c ac ti ities, and ~ r the 

organi zation of such tasks. Marriage is u uall y patrilo al and e en among the Orthodox hri ti an 

Gura6e, polygamous marriage i practiced (v rku , 2006). 
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As regards reli gion, the Gurage have pa ed thr u )h a c mpl and aried hi st r hen.:b 

Chri st ianity, Islam and traditional belief and practice have been co-exi ling ( h ck 1966 

Worku, 1990). The history of the Gurage how that in the year before the spread of Islam in the 

"East" the Gurage were beli evers of traditiona l beliefs. hri tianity had al 0 taken its r ot am ng 

the Aymalel and Mehur. Thus, Chri ti anity, J lam and traditional beli efs have been practi ced in 

the area (Tadesse, 1972). In Gurageland , there are different reli giou beliefs and practices whi ch 

are carried out in association both with the trad itional beli ef: , such belief were ba ed on thrc 

cults: the sky-god If /aq', the Thunder-god l3ozhe, and the Fertility-g dde ,D muamll'il nd with 

modern reli gions such as Chri sti anity and J lam ( hack, 1966; Worku, 1990). During the 

twenti eth century Orthodox Chri sti anity and J lam have b come dominant, and whole cti on f 

Gurage groups ad here to one of the e reli gion . More recently atholic and Prote tant churche 

have a lso gained significant followers in ome part including in umer 11 or da. 

The mo t celebrated annual fe tiviti e , during whi h the vill ages are fl oded with the vi Itl n 1 

fanos, are those of Meske! for hri sti ans and Ara/a f, r Mu lim . M t mi rant vi it thl: ir 

villages at the time of these two festivities, not only because they con titute the two largest and 

most elaborate ceremonies among the Gurage, but also becau e during these fe ti val ,signi fi cant 

social and cultural events suc~ as wedding are held . This holds true of the di tri ct of umcr 

(Worku, 2006). 

The cultural boundaries of the Gurage are with the Orol11o in the North, West and Ea t; and tw 

Cushitic speaking groups ofYem across the Gibe and Hadi ya in the West and South respecti ve ly. 

Concerning their political structure, the Gurage are one of many acephalous ethnic groups In 

Ethiopia, without a formal politi cal structure. They have been trad iti onall y administered b 10 al 

politi cal institutions such as the Yajoka (council of elders), which is a pan-Gurag judicial and 

ad mini strative assembly (Shack, 1966; Worku, 1990). 

The Gurage form a cluster of loosely-knit people, sharing a common sel71clic lingui sti c 

background and cultural heritage. The Sebal-l3el Gurage, is a confederation of seven ' h u es ·. 

inhab iting the westcm part of the Gurageland ( hack 1966). The Gurage speak a cmct ic 

language often called 'Guragigna ', which is cbs ifi ed under the outh Ethno-Semeti c group of 

languages (Leslau, 1992). Based on lingui ti c ev idence, lingui sts date the plit bet\ ccn orth 
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l:Lhno- emetic and oUlh tl1n - meli 

within the outh - thno- emetic mi 

(Tade s , 1977). 

urr d metim 

ompri ing different dialect the urage I n ua ubdi ided 

Eastern Gurage (Cohen, 193 1 cited in hack 1966' e lau 2). Th 

on how many languages or dial ct there are in parti cul ar with in the W 

Western Group which include the ura e f Aklil 

Gumer, ogot (Me kan) and Mehur, f whi h m t ar ~ II w r 

good number of Mu lims a wel l. The N rth m r up In 

the di crsifi a ll (l11 

and I .1 

rth v.. t m an 

en ral a reem nt 

. Th 

u h there r 

ur I whi h h e 

been referred to as ' Ki tane" whi h m an hri sti an and inha it the n rth rn re' l n kn \\'n a 
tl \.: 

oJ Woreda. Thi di ale tical cia ifi ati n partly reO 

dia lects are frequented. In add iti n the name f th dial 

bngunge ( hack, 1966) . 

I nl I th tri es th t cak the 

The di alectical clas ifications within th ur e lan ua'e indi at th pe pi in thc tud area, 

notab ly of Gumer Gurage, speak a dialect bel n in the We tern r up . W rku 19 4) 

the ven 
de cribed the phrase "Sebal-bel" as a name given to the tribal nfederati n form ed 

tribes of Gurage long before Menelik' s incorporati n of the entire urage into the -mpire. The 

seven members listed by Worku are heha, ndegagne, - n r- -ner, eto (eta), umer 

Maqorqor, and Muhur Aklil. According to hack ( 1966) a.nd W rku ( 1990) thou h they Inck a 

forma l political structure, the Gurage have been traditi nally admini tered by a counci l or e;; ldcrs 

ca ll ed Yejoka, a Pan Guraoe judicial and admini trati e as mbl y (W rku 2006) . 

3.1.3 Economic setting of the Gurage people 

Accordin g to the GZARDO (20 I 0) the Gurage Ii e a dentar life b ed n agri ullure. 

in vo lving a complex system of crop r lalion and tran plantin. n et i tll eir mai n 

but other cash crops are grov,rn, in s me part of the ura eland hi ch include fr e and h II. 

Ani mal husbandry is practi ced, but mainl ~ r milk uppl and dun . 

include green cabbage chee e, butt r, and r a led ram .. ith meal n umpli n bing vcr ' 

li mited. 
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The economy of the Gurageland largel c n titute rming and Ii k rai in . The urag arc 

known for their extensive cultivation of the Enset Ventri um e banana plant kn wn a 

asat, although this is a practice the Gurage har with other outhern and uthwe tern 

Ethiopians (Shack, 1966). Of all crops cultivated the urage d p nd on th cultivation f · n et 

locally called asat. It mostly grows in agro climatic zone with altitude ran ing from 1250 t 3000 

meter above sea level (F AO, 1984, cited in Worku, 2006). The cr p i kn wn ~ r being a stable 

and secure source of food and therefore, En et is generally noted for it capacity of with tanding 

drought. Hence, it has been a staple food of the urage ( hack, 1966; Ipcar 1970). A a re ult; 

Shack (1966) described the Gurage a "A people of En et ulture". 

The multiple use of enset for food, fiber, house con truction , hou ehold ut , fuel, medicinal 

purpose etc. is another imp0I1ant attribute of the crop. Ther ~ re the mic and cultur I 

li fe of the Gurage is predominantly ba ed on th cultivation fa. at to th xt nt that there ha 

emerged an ensel culture, unique in the Ethiopi an I nd cape ( ha k, 1966). 

In addit ion to Enset, cereals mainly barely and wheat; pul e mainly pea and b an ; legume and 

vegetables grow in most parts of the Gurageland. In some parts of the Gurageland cash crops like 

chat and coffee (Cheha Woreda for example) are cultivated. Other crops uch as tef!, sorghum 

and maize and horticulture such as pepper, tomatoes, potatoes, apple and onions etc, grow in 

some parts of the Gurageland. But this is not true of the di strict of Gumer, the particular focus 

area of this study. In support of the diversified harvesting system in Gurageland , rai ing f 

li vestock, fishery and apiculture are practiced in the Gurage land. Thus, land is an es ential aspect 

of these agricultural practices and the basis of the local Gurage economy as a whole. There is al 

a petite trading activities in all di stricts of the Gurageland (Worku 2006; GZA 0 20 I 0) . 

The Gurageland is considered as densely populated, and many Gurage migrate to urban areas for 

work. The migrants, who are engaged in trading, or other work in Addis Ababa and other urban 

areas are also the source of income to most families in Gurage. Howe er the migratory 

experiences of the Gurage have likewise not yet received much attention by re earchers (V, ork.u, 

2006). 
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3.2 GUIllC I- Worcda 

Ba ed on the information obtained from ura e Z ne Admini trat i ur u th nn r urn r 

Woreda is now divided into Gumer Woreda and t 11' pdQ th t th a ai l 

indicated the previous population cen u data and the p liti ca l admini tr ti 

to show the current condition of the Gumer Woreda. Th ~ nn r um r \ hi h h al 

trad iti onall y known as angel-Cheha, i.e., upper heha? A p rt m 

constitutes a sub-di strict called Gurner Woreda th p pi and ar a 

Ali cho- Wiri ro, Azernet Berber, and Gum r it If (W rku 2 0 ). 

3.2.] The People and Means of Sub istencc 

rku , 2 . l3a C GUiner woreda i one of the most den ely p pu latcd are In 

on the recent population cen u stati stic (2007), th t tal um r II or I II 

reac hes 11 4,979 which comprises of 56 30 1 male nd 5 

(2006), the major economic prac ti ce of the umer ura 

farmin g is the main means of subsi tence ~ II w d by 

(2008/2009) report also indicates that the large proporti n f the area 

rku 

pin . The 

111 

farmin g and livestock. According to Worku (2006), 'AsQt' ( n t) is the stap le ~ d in the 

woreda. Similar to the other Enset growing parts of the ne, the altitudinal I ati n f 

the localities in Gumer Woreda have allowed conducive n ir nment D r ulti ati n [ ' n e t. 

The researcher has also observed that a s i gniftc~nt p rti n of ea h huh Id [am in I land in 

Gumer Woreda is given to Enset production. Additional cereal er Ing a a mean f ub i ten e 

in GUiner Woreda include as observed by the re earcher: \ h at, ar I I 

and vegetables such as Gurage gomen. 

ta t c 

Raising li vestock is the other main economic acti it in the UIT1 er 11 r da . F r ampl', the 

people in Zizencho and Teredo PA and Arekit town raise different t pc f attl am n I whi h 

are mainly eows and oxen. In addition they rai e sheep and hen ~ r d me ti animal th 

predominant in Zizeneho and Teredo PA and Arekit are c "'hi h am ng 

others used in farming. In some parts they have p ultry and b farmin in 

Teredo and Arekit area. All these animal rearing acti iti e are m 

the stapl e diet and some times generate in me to a limit dc, tent. 
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3.2.2 ocial Services and Infra tru ctllrc 

omprehensively, the level of social ervice and in fr lru tur In un ' r J I"da i p 

Thi s is seen in the poor educational health care rv l and it i al uant i th 111 . 

n II Accord ing to the stati stics of GWEB (2009) ed ucati n I 

2009), indicates the health coverage, 56%. tati tical fi ure uld n t und ~ r Lh r rm 

of services . 

As for in frastructure, it is very poor as seen in the horta e f r ad 

found in Arekit town. The same is true about the clean wat r 21. 

r hi h i nl 

the people mostl y use wall water. Generall y, the infra tru lu re f the \. 

leve l. Furthermore, the shortage of ocial ervices and in fra tructur will be d' 11 

ana lysis section. 

3.2.3 Childhood amo ng the GlImer-GlIra c omrllllllit 

\ ,\1 

ilh in the 

Chi ldhood is understood onl y sociall y ba ed on the cial nl t f til aea and it mi ·111 n t 
hat i 1 

have a biological perspective from which the local community take chi ldh d a 

means. According to the narrati ves obtained from parents community and reli i u 

FGDs, a person in Gumer-Gurage is taken as a chi ld whatever Id hel he c uld 
until he/ -h ' 

mmu ni ty th 
gets marri ed. Thi s shows that among the Gumer- ura e 

developments of a person, from chi ldhood, to adole cence and adu lth d is i en li ll l altcnt i n 

and only a person social stand and achievement in the mmunit a chien , plai n 'd Y 

l11alTiage is taken into consideration for labeling a certain pers n a a chil d or an ad ult. 

Among the Gumer-Gurage community the belief is that chi ldren are n id rcd a pr p rt f r 

asset as emphasized by the community elders. This is further exp lain d th 

is ex pected to be supporti ve and always on the side of hi r h r par nt a. 

helshe is always expected to perform social dulie to upp rt f hi r h ' r famil . Furth rm re. a 

part icular community males have performance 
in all area a the li nka·e tern 1 t tall y 

paternal. Thi s male predominance could be seen in marriag 
r pr p rt inh rilan e. 

Most parents in Gumer-Gurage culture traditionall y have the de ir t ha a man hildr n 

poss ible and prefer to have more number of male children than female hi Idr n. Thi au L: 
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of the be lief that boys are stronger and m r rti th' lamti than girls a b )Y" 

acti ve ly invo lve in the fa rming acti vitie of the fath r and th r iIi ' whi h dri I 

li velihood for the family. The girls' role in the community i undere li maL d lhe ir 11 < lur' 

their ac ti vities which are domestic. 

3.3 Research sites 

3.3.1 Z izencho and Teredo PA and Arekit Town 

Based on the information obtained from G WAS (20 I 0), currentl y in urn r W r d 1 th rc r I 

P As and one administrative town. Zizench and Tered PA i ne f th m. The P /\ s I' 

in three administrative sections. They are Zizench Ie and Th Zi z-e n h 

admini strative section includes: Zizencho and Tered PA ad and Y r P/\ and 

Tatara PA, Amua PA, Essen and Adeng zz PA, Ab ke I A and Ar kit h 

town is located. 

Thc Bo le ad ministrative section include A elecha PA irb and " n P md( 

PA, Wusho PA, Fetazer PA, Wulbarag and Tirtiro PA, unda and Dember PA and /\ b ja PA. 

The Jamboro administrative section includes Jamboro PA, and ercher and M 

two research sites of Zizencho and Teredo PA and Arekit town have been elect d fr III the 

above mentioned 18 PAs in Gumer Woreda. 

Accord ing to the GWPSB (2008), population census data the t Lal p pu lati n In IZ n hand 

Teredo PA is estimated to be 7,767 and that of Arekit Sheleko PA in" hich Ar kit t 

found estimated to be 9, 432. Zizencho is a vill age situated an h ur \ alk, r 

o[ Arckit, the Admini strative center of Gumer Woreda. Ter do i a neigh ring vi lla 'C I ated 

south of Zizencho. Zizencho is a bi g village di vided in to thr emaIl ettl m nt . Th ar 
'bit an Tut in 

ca ll ed Nan-Zizencho Gebit-Zi zencho and Tat-Zizencho. The prefi x , 

Guragegna mean upper, middle and lower respecti vely (W rku, 2006). 

of the Gumer-Gurage discussed above hold true to Zizencho and T red and Ar kit re . 

Accordi ng to the narratives gathered [rom the local communi t [ lh umer War d i an as r I 

tud ies show the people of the Gumer Woreda were ett ler fr m u h pIa a ' ilLi c, 

Il adiya as well as from other parts of the Gurageland. The dialc t f ura Ina p k n In um ' r 
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lVoreda is one of the many dialects pok n in th II th ' t m the mllm:' 

of the PAs mentioned above and clans were m tl y deriv d fr m th al 

peo ple of the areas and from many other meanin fu l thing and n tur. I phen mena . . r exam Ie 

the name of the Woreda (Gumer) itself mean De a in Amh ri nd lhi i ting the 

temperate climate of the area. Zizencho Kebele got it name fr map pul r man a I hi t r 

tell s, who lived in the area. Another PA named Buda e g tits n me fr m th Amh rd r 

people with powerful evil eyes (Buda). The Woreda ad mini trati c t wn Ar kit \i a n mcd 

after the war between Emperor Menelik the 2nd and the ura e p pi , in that ttl th ura ' 

force defeated the Emperor Menelik 's forces after which li k aid " al ki f 

WOladere A leke" which means loss of too many oldier . H n th nome Ar it \ a tak n r m 

" Valeki/". 

Accord ing to the narratives obtained from the c mmunity Id r in 

system was introduced in the area during the Del' ue regime (J 74- 1 I) 

and Teredo PA was the name of one' Hibrel Behibrel Zem ha " in the <1J"3. It a a ' ;JJ11pal ' 11 

aimed to development based joint force during the Dergue rime. The clans in th un r 

Woreda were also mainly named after famous individuals. [n the 11 oreda there ar man Ian 

but the main ones include: Yegebere-A lim, Mezahur, Yin/ash Alim Yiraslib En quaml 

Yekolerlib, Yekorib. But many of the people in the Zizencho and Tered 

Yegebere-A lim and Enequaml. 

Map- 1. Location of Research sites in Gumer Woreda 
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3.3.2 Addis Ababa 

Addi s Ababa, the capital of the country is one rear h site ~ r lhi tud . Addi A a a i I tcd 

at the center of Ethiopia and is surround d by it at 

2500 m above sea level. As a capital and mo t imp rt nt ntcr th 

country, it is also the most popular city in the country. It h d a p pu lati n . milli n 

(CSA, 1994). The ethnic mixture in the city is 0 high th t pc pi di cr 'nt 

ethni cities live there. Amhara, Oromo and Gurage are the thre maj nt thni iti in th it 

with 41.3 %, 26.2%, and 17.5% respectively. The r mainin 15% ar Ti r nt 7. o/c 

of the population and other ethnic groups con ti tute 7.4 ( A I 4. 

Accord ing to the 2007 population and house censu , the t tal p pulati n f th it ' ha re h d 

2, 738,24 8 which constitutes 47.64% male and 52.36% (i male 2 in r ae in the 

city popul at ion can be attributed to high birth rate and rural t ur an mi Irati n. In the rural to 

urban mi gration, people come to Addis Ababa fr m the differ nt 

objective looking for employment and better educational pp rtuniti n t t m nti n lh ' r'l ali e 

betters development of Addis Ababa compared with rural ar as. Fr III the pe pi in 

rural to urban migration to Addis Ababa the Gurage are among the main mi rant . 

111 nt in 

As Worku (2006), stated the characteristics of the Gurage migration to Addi Ababa nl 1 anti I 

affected by 3 major historical and socio-economic event. The fir t was the c nqu t f th 

Gurage and their land in 1888 into the wider Ethiopian state by Emp r r M n li k, and hi (i r c 

at the battle of Jebdu Meda after the end of fourteen years of resi tance and the re ultin tart 

Neflegno-Gebar system relationship becan1e a turning point in the hi t ry f th f the 

Gurage to Addis Ababa. The second historical reason for the migration of the ddi 

Ababa was the ltalian occupation. In connection with the Itali n lo t r 

infrastructural development was seen in Gurage land . The infra tructural de 

roads), therefore, motivated the third wave of migration for econ mic intere t fr m ura leland t 

Addis Ababa. Through all the different factors mentioned ab e th mi grati n f the ur ge t 

Add ' b 'fi d I . d of tl'nle ut th migrati n pr did al IS A aba has been intensl Ie over a ong peno . 

include hidden trafficking particularly in children. 
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Addi s Ababa is divided into 10 admini . ' r m m ng hcsc 'ub ilic' I ddi ' 

Ketema and Kolfe Keranyo sub-cities have been elected r lhi Iud 

(2007) population and housing census, there are 255 092 pe pi 

consti tu te 124,741 males and 130,351 femal es. The total ar a f lhi 

and its population density is 28,407/sq. km. The other u - ity 

population of 428,654 which constitutes 207,506 males and 22 1 14 ~ mi . It h 

5471 ,31 hectare and it is the largest among the sub-cities. 

Map 2. Map of Addis Ababa 
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HAPTER R 

4. Factors Contributing to the Vulnerability of hildren t T'raffi I{in g III 

G u mer Woreda 

Repo I1s emphasize that in recent year , there ha b en a 

chi ldren being trafficked from rural part f thi pia int Addi UI n UIl!t1 S 

the country (FSCE, 2004; 10M, 2006). The cau e f traffi kin thi s 

apparent increases in recent years and are multipl and l!tkk 

within the socio-economic structure of the c untry and r quire an in-d til 'In I si ·. 

Based on the fi ndings of thi s study vera I fa t rs include: e n 1111 'du 

ana lega l that promote child labo ur and a f~ I Iraffi kin 

Il owcver, for the present study purpo e the fa I r fu 

traffi cking in Gumer Woreda of Gurage Zone ha e been ate 

group, the ' push' facto rs, includes the condition whi h ar ' r p 

lh 

from the two research sites in Gumer Woreda namely, Zizench PA and Ar 'kit I 

group re fers to the set of ' pull ' factors that support the demand ~ r lra fi k ~ 

and demand equation is typically described in terms of 'pu h and pu ll fa I I 

i - ultur,J I 

I i ,in ph ' l! S. 

hil iI l! 1) 10 

. 'I hl: Ii I , I 

"ildI'1) 

have a global resonance, but vary in local nature magnitude and ~ nTl f the pr lem. hil r 'n 

are more susceptible to fa ll into traffi cking as a result of the pu h-pu ll fa t r in lIJl1cr /1'0 1" I . 

and the quest fo r a means of survival that is the engine drivin t Ira (j kin ' in hildrcIl. ·1 he . . 

factors will be discussed further below. 

The push/pu ll factors-two sides of the same co in-that make chi ldr n vu ln ra I I Ir fi ckiIll . It I ' 

important to remember that these explanatory fac tor can b mu tuall r in~ r in an ha InC 

f I f h Th nl r r ' ar h I' th" re re n:qlllll.: o t le causes can also be the consequences 0 ot rs. u .. 

into the mechani cs of these causes. 

so 



-

4.1 Ca uses of Child Trafficking: Pu h actor 

4.1.1 poverty 

p ve rty in tensifies children' s vulnerability to traffi nc f th III 

poverty leads to exploitation and abu e is thr u h hild I ur. 

vulnerable children to tum to hazardous work. Traffi king in hil 

poore t shanty towns or the most underpri vil ged rur I 

heightcn children' s vulnerability to protection abu ( 

Acco rding to the narratives the researcher gath r d fr 

IUdy and the researcher observations, the maj r cau 

Zone are two fo ld despite the fact that other min r r a 

one is land scarcity. Most fa milies in Gumer 11 or do f ura 

limitcd farming land which also restrict the fann ing p 

crops for sale. Another one is the fact that farm r d n 

the famil y. Consequentl y, they are entirely engaged in culti atin 

bcans, peas, etc. In Gumer Woredo, the people al 0 grow p tat 

which are generally used for household consumption. ]n some part 

Woreda, for example) it is obvious that farmers produce cash cr p 

I utaial 

r I CS 

In thl.: 

11 an 

ma r Ihi s 

um 

r 

ric " 

they also grow plants like coffee, chat including fruit and 

Apparentl y, poverty is at stake even for these societi es in other rner f th 

these places comparatively families generate income to 10 k aft r th ir h u eh I an hil n:n. 

In Gumer-G urage the reality that the farmers do not culti ate th ut th mil ' al 

a di sadvantage that they won' t be able to eat three meal a da . a r ul t, hil ren I e he :Jle 

of being trafficked. As studies show, Among the Gumer- ura e ml11u nil 

significant li velihood strategy for the poor (Worku 2006). Thu , rural -ur n m1 
r famili 

GUl11 er-Gurage community is considered necessary to u tain 

n l ' 

n ' the 

In Jddi ti on to personal observation I conducted an intervi with th 
I r in I h II' r 10 I u I 

Infrastructure Development .and the Capacity Building Bur au . In th 

onc offi ccr has confirmed that the aforementioned rea n land 

III 1I1 C '1' \\ 

In rclJlc I 
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cash crop production worsen the problems of society in umer- ur rdin t th ~ I C/ , 

in the institutions, economic problems lead farmer's live fr m b d t a a h 

very limited plot ofland which bounds their farming only efficient ~ r h u eh Id h 

including the Potatoes and 'Enset' plants that are entirely con um d in the huh I 

s 

r 

strongly believes that this particular problem is linked to the other f; 

produce cash crops due to the land scarcity, soil infertility and th 

shortage of rainfall or water in general makes the difficultie ing nn lng 

totall y, especially for cash crops. In a personal interview with /I. 

mentioned that another reason for poor farming outcomes in the ar a; ~ rtili er d . th 

farming land. The officer considers the farming land is inten iv Iy r li ant n ari u 

wh ich at times are unaffordable by the impoveri shed farmer . The u a c f faf1Tlin Ian in 

Gumer Wo reda is illustrated below in the following table. 

Table 1: The Usage of Land in Gumer Woreda Detailed Information 

I Land used for crop production \53 \9. 137 h · Lan; 

2 Land used for annual crop production 11 678.887 he tar· 

3 Land used for perennial crops (great~r than . 3660.25 he Lar 

or equal to 3 years) existence 

4 Land used for grazing 
198 1. 2" 71 he tar> 

5 Land covered by forest 
1821.224 h tar 

6 Land covered by natural forest 
i3 .5 h tar 

7 Land area of association owned forests 
35. h ta r 

8 Land area of governn1ent owned forest 
-- -------

9 Land area of pri vale owned forest 
17 ;6.874 h Cl r ' 

. d RID velopment Office (2009) Source: Gumer Woreda Agncultural an ura e 

unL vcr ' I \ 
A . . . . d r. GWPSB the land of per n rali 

ccordlf1 g to the mformatJOn obta1l1e 1rom 
. r. . 0 ortuniti e ~ r a certain land h Ida . 

compared to the total amount needed to ensure 1armll1g pp 
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Taule 2: Fa nners Land Holding in umer Woreda 

Farmers who have only 0.5 or below 0.5 hectar 

2 Farmers who have fanning land ranging betwe n 0.5 and I h 111 ' I 

3 Farmers who have fanning land ranging between 1 and n I . rn cr ' 

4 Farmers who have farming land ranging between 1.5 and 2 h 127 arnl 1 

5 Farmers who have farming land of2 hectares and ab 

Total 

So urce: Gumer Woreda Agricultural and Rural ev I pment 

The above table briefly illustrates that 65.5% of the farm rs in th l; 

below one hectare of farm ing land. Farmers who h Id famlin I Ian 

hectares account for 29.5% of the total number of farmer in th . 'W 

farm ing land of two or more than two hectors are only 5%. A 

observa tions and interviews it is proved that land carcit pr 

farmers do not produce cash crops to sell in the market. lin ' 

dependent on fertilizers and chemicals which are too co tly ~ r m 

constraints worsen the poverty in individual households in particular and in th > \J h 

general. 

nl)' 

0\\ 11 {\ 

tit · {\ I llta 

Ian i ' als 

In most cases among the Gumer-Gurage society, parents are tempted t di pat h th ir hild en 0 

towns to make out a living as well as supporting their poor famil a k h m . Th 

fuel and aggravate child trafficking as families believe that uld e the nl 

impoverished reality. The economic problems that arise from rural p ert 

parents to think of alternati ves to make up their fanning dif1icultie and in tum 11 " 

feed their fami lies. Some other family economic problem that 

tl1 l.'l1 

problems in Gumer-Gurage could also be broken down int 

size and poor livestock production. 

era l t pe in lu ": I l; amd 



4.1.2 Large Family Size 

Most parents have four to eight children according to complete in-d th int 

during the study period. This problem was aggravated due t lh 

contraceptive methods including any awareness creating e i 

IVareda health bureau did not serve any related function like family pi nnln 

The above fact has been confirmed by the Gumer-Woreda Health c r Inri Ili um n 

and Adm inistration Officer' Ato Abdo. He reported that fam il y pi nning r 

methods to help families limit the number of children they have at I I untiltl 

recent BPR by government offices, In his opinion, this ha aggra atcd th p rt in UJl1 (;f-

Wareda households as families are composed of several children ; a a r 

malnutriti on related diseases. He also stated that in umer Woreda m 

take their children to health centers for medical treatment . Thu 

resoluti ons for all these poverty driven anguish. The re ea rcher ha 

is majorl y practiced as a solution to get rid of the e immediate tr u I '11 

forcibl y try to deliver some money to their parents for the house keepin . Ac rdin' t th ' a 

particular source, some parents entirely depend on the remittance fr m th ir traffi d hild r 'n 

especially living iIi. the capital Addis Ababa. 

4.1.3 Poor Livestock production 

Although almost all families in Gumer Woreda have a herd of cattle in their h U 

not intensively implement the necessary procedures to benefit from their Ii 

but instead their dairy products, for instance are fully consumed b th ir famili 

very little items taken to the local neighborhood markets once in a I ng time. Thi ind 

amount marketing of the livestock produce does cover a portion of the h u 

immediate needs. 

The above mentioned land scarcity problem directly contributes t the 

in the Gumer Woreda as most of the farming land is vulnerable t 

r Ii 

er razin' an 

the d 

r th ' 

mall 

. ' t' d poverty dimen ion c ntri ut t lhe u Cfln' 
consequences. In general the above men lOne 



fami ly heads as observed by the researcher p iall in t h~ r 

PA and Arekit town, by searching for altemative to alleviate th 

ar hI e III , I d I cr -do 

In most cases these family heads-usually parents prefer to ct n r m r th ir hil ·n I 

trafficked to different towns and often to Addis Ababa. The e hildr n m 

responsibility of delivering income for their famil y. A ca e study c ndu 

in-depth interview with a parent whose children have b en 

consolidates the above crisis relating the issue. 

d t 

Case 

The women aged 45, lost her husband six years ago. Her husband, who look 

needs used to be a farmer on his very small plot of land . Things st rt d 0 0 

when the man passed away as they had no one else to take car of th ir imm 

r II I, mil 

mil 

" I h 

on 0 /\ddl 

Iy II 
six children who share my agony, and I had to send two of my d u ht r wi h my 

Ababa either to let them help themselves or in case my family, too" . TI1 

impoverished life with her other three children. Out of these three on i tying with mil 

has a relatively better income. The other two children currently stay at hom with h r. A 

stated one of the three trafficked children lives with relatives in Add is Ababa wh r th 

on 

two do small jobs like working as a. house maid and waiter in a loca l bar, 'T j-b t' . " I h d to S II 

of the farming land after the death of my husband because I knew I was unabl to r um h 

farming activities on my own, and I couldn't afford the 10-20 birr labor 0 t n d ily b si 0 

perform the farming. So, presently I grow 'Enset'- the false banana and v ry f w pot 0 

family's consumption". The woman also stated that she had a traum a wh n h r hildr n 

forced to drop out of school because she couldn't cover their school exp ns s. Sh w Iso un 

to cover their health and clothing expenses. "The only choice I had was 5 nding my hildr n 0 

Addis Ababa to try looking for an alternative to support my fam ily". By th n h go h chlldr n 

trafficked through her younger sister who is the children aunt. Despite the fact that h r immlgr n 

children try their best to support their family at least once or twice a Y ar, h pr 

poverty she faced with her three children are going through she says her lif n v r sc 

the poverty trap, she is living in. "1 don't really have a positive future becau5 m Irs on I 1 or 

Addis about four years ago, but my life never changed even a bit. Currently I c n' t n d m 

three children, so, for me, sending my children away to make a living did not b ne It my f mil 

all". 

As the above case illustrates, all the above mentioned cau es of rt in th 

Worsen the child trafficking by forcing famili es to think of thei r childr n a dl: 
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ou t of their impoverished reality. There is al a 

children" or in their local saying 'Jiguare be-like ye!uaj , 

Accord ing to details obtained in FGDs with parent wh c hildr n ar 

whose children are not trafficked, parents strongly belie e th t th ul 

line by sending their children to towns in order to have th In cam a Ii In 

most cases children, although going through a very traumati c 'p ri 

mi sleading other parents to think of trafficking their children I kin 

the yo ungsters. 

r a imil r 

th 

an 

. mil '. In 

th t1mili 

Bu t poverty alone does not explain the prevalence of child traf I kin in all ~ th ' um ' 

Woreda. Indeed, some of those most heavily involved in hild tra fi 

the worst social indicators, nor possess the wor tea e 

the fact that there are other factors - indeed a very diver c and 

contribute to and fuel the practice of child trafficking in 

brief1 y di scuss just a few. 

4.1.4 Shortage of Social Services 

The Gurage Zone can be considered as a disadvantaged portion f the 

social services and infrastructure. The problems are cited to the p r 

the previous regimes. Due to these development constraints the z n 

tem1S of its infrastructural advancement which also hindered 

par1icularl y, the Gumer Woreda in Gurage Zone remained underpri 

services as health services, electricity and pumped water service run 

n 'snl il ' h[l ' 

,\ il h 

Ih.1l 

PR with ' Ii l11 i I l: 

in Ihat . ' i l l: In 

In 

f In 

Gumcr Woreda incorporates an administrative body, a mall to' n all d rekit an 
. In 

the researcher investigation through interviewing several government fTi ial in lh \\' 

insuffi cicnt social services contribute to child trafficking as people n rm II mi r I' r I 

from one place to another in search ofa better life. 

56 



4.1.4.l Shortage of Health Care 

The Gumer Woreda has deficiency In provision of health ar a 

observation made by the researcher in the rural setting research i~ nd in nnati n 

thi s research. Employees of the Gumer Woreda Health Bureau expre 

fact. Ato Bahru, Health and Health Related Diseases Control fft r tat d that th 

111 coverage in Gumer Woreda in the year 2008 was 56%. Accordin 

manpower coverage accounted for 52%. Apparently, these pr vi i n Il11pr 

the supervision and special concern by the central government. II I11cnti 

coupl e of health centers in the Woreda in addition to a clini laun h d 

(NGO) in the Zizencho Kebele. He also said that they will be penmg a ne 

d a I ill l 

ath 

is about to start its operation shortly. In the existing I 8 PA , Th re are a ut I 

r 

n II e 

rvi 

r the 

il wi h 

h 

each has two sub groups and in Arekit town, the Gumer Woreda adl11ini Irali n th r i ' a h 'JlLh 

stat ion. 

According to the facts given above the health services coverage is ne er ad qual' in unran <.: ,in I 

the welfare of the society. This in turn impacts the everyday live f the p pi > 

to send their children to towns regardless of the possible ri sks that c uld affe t the hild ' n. Til' 

poor heal th services including few number of medical professional which is a sum d t 

80 individuals and 26 supportive workers. 

In general the GWHO (2008/2009) figure regarding the health ector realiti r til ume 

Woreda reveal that the children are severally affected by three maj r di e . 1l1C :w 

Pneumonia Parasitic Worms and Skin infections. Pneumonia which has 4 .2 % vera 'e; hi ' , 

disease affects many children and even leads to death. This problem forces famili e t m k a 

decision of sending their children to towns, especially into Addi baba ~ r ell'r medi 31 

treatment. The other disease is caused by parasitic womlS which acc unt ~ r I . % 

second place in affecting children around the Gumer Woreda. Thi in Iud t ' phu , I Il id . 

I · t hil r'l1 111 Il' 
jardia, etc, that occur because of water pollution. It severe Y Impac 

Woredo. The other finding of the health bureau includes Skin infection whi h ul 

r '1 . ~ 62°1 Th rest is caused b I the flu , t 
l a l ures III sanitation. This also accounts lor . 10. e 

di rh ',I 

and epidemics related to climate change. 
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The children who are transported to towns to provided til m a m 

either decide to stay in the urban venue they are staying in r the 

who believes favoring their family by doing so. An in-depth inte 

Add is Ababa strengthens the above points. 

Case 

i < I 1 . 

vlith 

m n ' 

hll In 

Abra ham is 17 years old, who recalls his arrival seeking for a m die I tr tm n hil ill 

after diagnosed for typhoid. III couldn't think of getting a medical I r tm nt in 

professionals themselves advised me to come here and follow-up my m dic ti 

started working in a local bar 'Tej-bet' as soon as he recovered from hi h Ith 

help his family by carrying some things every time he mak s it to um r. H 

even know when I am going back home to see my family beca us thing r r lIy 

here." 

Abraham is one of the many children who are trafficked from umer If opd int 

wi th a reason to get a better medical treatment which should ha e b ' n pr 

place. Such children have the trouble of getting back to their villa e a th 

In ou h 

abu 

in th ,j irlh 

that need to be addressed throughout their lives, including supp rtin th ir famil 'V hi h i 

mostly dependent on their income. 

4.1.4.2 Insufficient and/or Inaccessible Educational Opportunilic 

It is obvious that education is the livelihood for children alth u h it d n t nn' hem 

immediate income. It favors children by engaging them in life kill and kn 

least covers a th ird of their life time. When education is denied in th ir Ii es, the 

be abused for purposes that adults need to perform for hi s own ak , In a dili n 1 lh 

children won' t have the chance to choose what they want to d in e th r 

parents or guardians who decide how to use the children. The m Ii e ~ r m 

the protecti ve envelope of the family can also be the search ~ r edu ali n 
(' d I 'Id em nl wi thin lh> 
lor work, Traditional practices of placement an c 11 mo 

ci rcle for educational purposes contribute to this factor. 

lhe 

'ar h 

. mil: 



in Gu mcr Woreda, some childr n ither g t 

totall y go to school for several reasons. There are very ~ w 

have to travel long distance to attend their education or th 

ed uca tion due to the same reason. Mostly farnilie al 0 rna nth 

chooling expenses such as stationeries, school uniform and all r lat d . Ulpm n 

The above mentioned factors force families to think of u in their hildr n I 

stead of spending money on their education, which in fact n 

time. As a matter of fact it is quite rare for the children t 

surrounding, so trafficking is at stake. Most parents believe it i a Ii e ti m 

'm 

chi ldren especially to Addis Ababa. In this case the children m t lh ' piul 

10 \\, 11 wh ich makes their li ves so hectic that they can ne r think 

This paved the way to high level of illiteracy that ex i ts in the 1110 1' J II an II' r ' Ii n i 

aggravated . These children become uneducated not [ th ir d 

Thc wel l-being of their families is guaranteed, if it happ ,,. n lh 'i r r 'ali 

circ um stances is that they never become able to escape fr m either th > 

illiteracy. 

The Gumer Woreda Educatiomil Data Collection and Disseminati n flj 'r 

revealed the schooling coverage in terms of quantity and quality. He al 

regarding students' distribution in the existing schools in Gurner W r da 

Table 3: Number of Schools in Gumer Woreda Complying with the Grade L ve l 

Grades Number of schools Number )[ luden 

lSI _4l11 7 12.6-1 5 

IS1_ 81h (5111 _ 8111) 18 9,253 

9111 
- 10111 I 2,657 

91h _1 21h I 5,755 

Total number of students in the woreda 25 130 

So urce: Gumer Woreda Education Bureau Secretari at 

S9 

lIot 

, Ih 'ir 

livin· in 

lh' 

l ub]l , 

an 



In addition to the detail s on Gumer Woreda du 

in the course of this study were Arekit Senior 

that has the fi rst cycle from 15t_4th grade. According to the e fi 'ur th 

appears to be inadequate. 

On the other hand the low quality of education severely affe t th 

are various reasons that could be mentioned including p 

manpower, like teachers, scarcity of pedagogical material 

tough li mitation on educational sector, and as a result childr n ar i ti m 

lin 

ill-

Ih 'll II 'r , V \ ( f 

ill i t ' 1'. I. 

There are also very frequent school drop-out ca e in the a~ r m nli I du' t til' 

exi sting poverty as well as inconvenience surrounding children 

out cases in Gumer Woreda in the first semester of 2009/2 !\ 

tab le below: 

Table 4: N umber of Students Who Dropped-out of Schools in G um cr Worctl~1 

Number of students who dropped out 

Grades Male Female Age 

1st _ 4111 58 72 Between 7&14 

5th _8 th 92 99 Between 12& 1 7 

9th _ I Ott1 11 8 Between 15&2" 

II th -1 ih 
.... 5 Between 16&25 
,) 

So urce: The Gumer Woreda Educational Bureau (2010) 

Several reasons are related to the high number of school dro ut in all 
III 

research sites in Gumer Woreda. According to the narrati e 

f-'GD s with teachers and principals from the selected ch 01 In 

olle ti n and 
interview with Ato Mubarek, the Educational Data 

T (I I 

130 

\91 

19 

8 

li n 

Id r 

h 

nal 



Gumcr Woreda, the causes for school drop out includ : 

problems in schools, child migration/trafficking, dom ti 

violence, earl y marriages, epidemics, lack of social service u h 

water, di stance to school, and so on. 

mil 

p r h Ilh 

In terms of providing education In a biased manner re ardl 

circumstances used to be difficult for females to be educat d. < ed n Ih 

in Gumer-Gurage community in some cases girls are expected I 

They would most likely need to handle loads in the hou 

to schoo l. According to the narration 1 gathered from the lea h r 

Woreda Educational Bureau, the situation seems to get better r m li m 

I r hlclll . 

. I al 

vo lu ntary task force labors over restoring these di sadvant d ~ m I Iud nl I I. 

The researcher has learned that despite the effort made by Ih ' arm 'Illi in n' 

ca es the girl s are not provided with equal opportunity with 

them with educational opportunities in their destination. Thi tit tlFir min in I 'r:;u:Jdin' 

them to give in to the trafficking despite the chance of being fore d wi th ut t}p ir \ illin '11 • . 

In line with the ideas stated by the teachers and facts obtained fr n In 

every schools there is a committee set up to work on returning 111 

schoo l. This process does not often work and the committee do n t fun ti n n U1 lall du ' t 

several problems related to the social set backs. 

Case 

The director of 'Are kit Primary & Second Cycle School' Ato Worku, stat dar I 
old gir l who dropped out of school being forced by her mother to stay at hom 
sma ll sist er and do the housework. According to Ato Worku, th moth r m n Ion d s 
problems that also forced her to prohibit her daughter'S education. ~h n sh \I; con In d 

. . f the school she repll d th h 
members of the student restoration committee 0 

d h i said she demand d h r d u h 
th e high school related expenses needed an 5 e a so 

. ." ho could cover all h r e p n 
assistance. Apparently she said anyone w , . h he won ' t go to school a 
responsibility and I have no problem With t at, or 5 . , . d h t th 14 yea r old girl was I r 
trouble." Later on the committee dlscovere t a e 

to work at a certain house as a maid. 
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The family income and educational levels of parent and hil dr 11 

ch ildren to trafficking. Most parents in Gumer-Gurage have typi all 

are predominantly employed in agriculture and unsk illed I 

II \uh c <J iii ' 

a ur. 

educational levels of parents as well as that of children them el c am 

community are low. Illiteracy and financial difficulties among par I1t 

chi ldren dropping out of schools. This is coupled with p r qualit 

remoteness of schools. In the course of the FGD held in Zizen h 

Children have been trafficked I got to speak with a mother wh 

among which three go to the nearby school. 

Case 

Zermechi, said that she did not send the other two children to school unlillh in 
rece ived a commitment from her brother-in-law to take them bOlh I Addi 
After their arrival in Addis, things started to go wrong when th m n u d nlv 
wife cou ld not host the children for longer than a couple of month, and r d 
to find them jobs. One started working in a local bar 'Tej bet' and th oth r on 
a restaurant both in the capital Addis. liMy children are going through such a mi r I 

la k 

n, 

they made it home only once in three years during the past 'Eid AI-Ad aha' . I am r IIV I( um Il 

thinking of them day and night. Probably that's my fate ... " she touchin IV tal d. A pov r do 
not give choice for the sufferers, these two children also go through troubl s n ilh ( u por in 
themselves nor their family. Zermechi regrets everything, as she hers If liv und r d v 

poverty wi t h the other three children. 

Even though, the woreda education bureau states that educational c era e a 

2009/20 lOin the woreda not very few children stay at home without a s h 

either for the scarcity constraints or family problems which trap them at h m'. 

[acts and figures stated above not very few number of school dr p ul ar 

worsening the situation. For instance, according to Ato Birhanu deput ' ire I r 

% in 

r ' rde 

' Ziten ho 

hi I r n III 
Primary and Second Cycle School, in 2008/09 academic year ab ut % f th h 

relC. I ' thot III 
'Zizencho Primary and Second Cycle School drooped out due t 

children vulnerable to trafficking. 

Thi s circumstance of school dropout cases and child trafTickin ar al 

National Exams after the completion of high school. In 

vocationa l and training school. The aforementioned problem ex 
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suffe ring In their trafficking destination. Furth rm re Ih I \ lit T I I 

general and families in particular in addition to rare women educali n 

problems. 

'I f II . 

4.1.4.3 poor Infrastructure Aggravating the Vulnerability of hildrcn to Traffi -kill I 

It is obvious that infrastructure ensures the development in a c rtain pi 

development factor is not guaranteed, people live under severe p ven ~ r Ih 

their daily activities with ease. In Gurner Woreda the infrastructure n Irainl 

shortage to absence of electric power until very recently_ 

The shortage of water in the woreda is a very tough problem e pc iall y ~ r Ih 

10 carry the jetTycans to fetch water for the family_ Aim t v ry hil 

h n thi n 

an n I 

\\ lJ " 

[etching water for the whole family's consumption. This threaten lh hil '11 in ' W ' by 

forc ing them to walk away from their troubles going to an ther t \"'n. 

The woreda did not have electric power except in 'Arekit' t wn unlil -r r' 'n tl . '111 m 01 

worsened the poverty in the area. Children grow up in an atmosphere \! h' rc th , 

benefits of electricity. They long for the day they enjoy electric p wer in t wn 

in extreme obsession for ·trafficking. Roads and communication are al 0 exi tin 

woreda. People do not have the access for the use of any kind of tran pirati n. 

own a horse use that to travel long distance. 

' I1J III . 

The Woreda 's communication and technology coverage is also very inad quat n 11 

infon11ation obtained from the Gumer Woreda Telecommunicati n 

114,979 people only 213 people are registered for the fixed phone line. Allh u h th -
nl y 1\\ 

lown di stri ct region declared that about 600 lines could be used. There r 

which one is in the woreda administration secretariat office and the Iher 

technical and vocational training school in Arekit. There is no intern t 

including the broadband internet system. Apparently, there are ab ut 17 

n - I 

I here 

is not any telegram service in the woreda. There is also one po tal fTi 
a nl in th' \I·or ·l l 
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4.1.5 Lack of Vocational and Economic Opportunities for th Y lIlh 

Families seeing no economic opportunities at home village will ften pia hil r n \ ilh amtl,· 

or fri ends in areas where they believe the prospects for gain ful cmpl 

Children in these communities become easy prey for trafficker \ h pr mi 

opportunities (Salah, 2004). 

Ethiopia has obviously an agricultural led economy in spite of the fa t Ihal 111 In 

also contributes its share in avoiding the existing poverty by creali n j 

cr. 

\\ , 

marketing chances for people who have local produce, In ula ' I n' 

especiall y in Arekit and Zizencho and Teredo PA areas there arcn t an indu lri 

(fi nger counted) metal and wood workshops in Arekit. 

rt I m 'W 

Accord ing to the narratives gathered from offi cials in a couple f' rnm'I1 1 ';JllI1J' I1 s III 

Gumer Woreda and particularly offi cers in Trade and lndu try Bur au < nd In 111 ' 

Tax Authority, ' Ato' Miftah and 'Ato' Feysel respectively ur 'ed tl1allhc a t lhtl l lh I ' UI ' 11 

industri es in the Woreda which aggravated problems such as un mpl 111 'nl 

in frastructure. Hence, in terms of business activities the Gumer Wo p da ha ' a 

business endeavors as there are only three open markets, named ' Baad ' • B I> 

'Arekit' markets which entertain very little money transaction pp rtwliti ham nn' Ir;) , 

relations among the society. According to the Gumer Wore do In m 'I U,' 

Authority office there are 345 merchants in the ~Ioreda based on Ihe <.: 

30 1 were male merchants and 44 were females. From these merchants 121 are en a > In m II 

sca le kiosk trades . The rest operate small hotels and others ha e er mall bu in 

According to the narratives gathered from parents whose children ha e 

members of the surrounding community and the researcher per nal 

areas, traffick ing victims often come from poor families and la k 

Children who have minimal education! lack vocational skills or ha e few pr 

oPPOrtunit ies are most at risk. These factors, when compounded 

insecurity caused by poor polic)' enforcement and olher relal 

environment for trafficking networks to thrive. Unless the e underl in' cau 
m' 

more direct measures to stop traffi cking will have limited su c 
th ' n uin 



\\"hich governmental and nongovernmental organizati n 

action are described in this research. 

rking n Ih 

A significant number of infonnants for this study pointed out that in UI11 r IV r ' I 

Zone, due to increasing landlessness, inadequate investment in rural indu tri ali2 

business activities, low access to get higher education and the like the 

opportunities and skill development, particularly for children and w m n 

the Gumer-Gurage have traditionally worked as unpaid ramil 

Employment opportunities, access to land, and credit facilitie 

young boys and girls. However, in recent years, there have b n \11 r 

of children in the urban informal sector, as domestic servant 

growing number of children are involved in the work.~ rce 

Ababa. The lack of alternative ways of earning a living and the a 

Gumer Woreda, drives children to migrate and look for oth r pp rtuniti > . 

Thus, low employment opportunity for children in both rural s ttin re r h 

iii I ' ill 

and Arekit town in Gumer Woreda and the growing demand for w rk~ re' ill lh' in rma l "' t 

in the urban areas especially in Addis Ababa lead children to mi rate fr m th 'ir ru r;.!1 h m 'hn 

to urban areas or become more susceptible to be trafficked. The tr nd 

vulnerable conditions for children and provides opportunities to traffi ker t e pi it hil n.:n. 

4.1.6 Societal and Cultural Pressures on Girls 

4.1.6.1 Gender based social vulnerability of female children 

"Iii n In 
Asham (2007), Hiwot (2008), and Kaleb (2009) have looked at women 

different rural societies of Ethiopia from a feminist anthropol gical p r p Ii . 1 h 

I 
. . .' . ·ti· I ys a crucial r Ie in crealin (\-ulnt.: 

t lat patnarchy with all Its Ideological malll estatlOnS P a 
" . . .. . setting Patriarch d fi ne 

Situation for women 111 a changmg socIOeconomic . 
. h' h ha be n term d 

and relationship for men and women in the society, w IC 

th ' 

feminists. 
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In the co urse of thi s study on the gender dimen i n am 

researcher interviewed the Women's Affair Officer of the 

iet) II • 

\\ It J. ria. an ~h 

stated the position of women's in the Gumer-Gurage communit a 

4.1.6.2 Gender based economic vulnerability of female children 

According to the narratives obtained in a FGD held with communit an 

Gumer-Gurage conununity, women get the smallest share of re ur e . 

III 

stretched thin, it is women; the most marginalized in the first pi e 111 : 1. 

The Gumer-Gurage community attitude for women and female children in lh lh' a i ultura l 

and business sectors has resulted in strong polarization of cia e. The in thi ' 

regard can be the possession of women in business sectors in umer , in [mali n 

obtained from Gumer Woreda Trade and Investment Bureau (2009), fr m mer h n c; in 

Gumer Woreda men's possess 87.2% and women's posses onl y 12. %. 

The general gender inequality in the Gumer-Gurage community nece itated ,,\' m n t 
. I b k t ,h "r tit · :m! [ r cd I 

survival. Thus, they entered into highly competitive a our mar ' v. 

compete with the dominant male labour force. In the process the are I ft wilh lit I ' h 

d . t ~ r rei li v ' l , cI 
take up ex tremely low paid, exploitative work as omesllc scrvan 

r 

households in the rural setup. 

. I I tram ked vi lim in 
A significant number of informant's for this study partlcu ar 

fi 
r r II engaged thci r fcmal 

con Irmed that sometimes the parents .orce.u y . 
. . ' dd 'obs due t c, lrern' e n 1111 

Add is Ababa to work as house maId or even \11 0 J 
It r III "' 
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rural areas. This study found that the girls who earn in the rural a 

given ' higher value' as prospective brides, although they had littl 

deciding about their future. 

lh 

This study also found that among the Gumer-Gurage communit hildr'n 

vulnerable to trafficking, because they are often less educat d than 

opportunities in their home villages. The girls' social value a de ri d 

expert in Gumer Woreda Women's Affair Bureau is often lower than th 

years there is a growing demand for women and girls to traffic them in t 

to work as maid. Those girls who are recruited by trafficker fr m um 

Middle East countries to work as maid first they are taken int Addi A 

un t:r· 

work as house maid or other jobs until their proces get c mpl ted. In mi ' " II . \1 .1 II 

girls brought to these Middle East countries through illegal v. ay . 

4.1.6.3 Ea rly Marriage 

The socio-cultural pressure on children especially in girls in umer Wor d Ii ' al a I 'ulll II ' 1 

makes children growth tough. In some cases families believe they \! ill 'et ' 11 ·(it 

their young daughter to early marriage. In fact, recent figures obtained fr m 

that it is becoming rare compared to a couple of decades ago. 

lill . ' \ crJ I 
School drop-out cases in 'Arekit Senior Secondary and Preparatory 

cases of female students quitting school due to early marriage whi h ~ r 

fami ly responsibilities instead of pursuing their education. 

lh In I a 'c n 

Earl y marriage has various impacts on children in Gumer Woreda a well lik 

regions of the country. Prior to all the difficulties they shoulder the ha 

shou lder extended family responsibilities, such as child rearing and I kin 

Moreover, they are exposed to fistula problems or any kind of mal m 1 illn 
. . ' . . . . count r \! hi h i ;) 
lInmature physique. Marital rape IS also a traumallzll1g en 
t . d 't 11 e fact that the ilU Ii n 
eenage pregnancy. Generally speakll1g, espl e 1 

f b fgirls in the IVor J11. Th' 
requency of occurrence, it still affects anum er 0 

' Il ' . I't de of child troffi III ' . 
I ustrates how early marnage enhance t 1e magnt u 
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Case 

Fozia is 20 years old at the moment She works as a sh k I , . op eep r n h r hu b nd ' 
' M e rkat~, ' She expresses regret on the occasion that brought h r 9 
closure . I was unbearably forced to get married at the age of 17. It was ni h m r or 
then . But I helplessly accepted everything". Fozia recall s her good scor in chool h 

d e~teratel~ want~d to purs~e, her education. Nevertheless, she could r um h r hool 
10 grade In Addis Ababa. It s a bit too late for me to do anything about my 
fortun ately I could at least complete my 10

th 
grade last year in 'Addis K t m 

Schoo l'. 

Fozia had originally come from Arekit town, Gumer Woreda and her itu li 

cases exist in the Gumer Woreda disadvantaging women. 

4.1.7 Fa mily Dysfunction 

Someti mes parents cannot cope with the stress in their li ves and ph i all '11\ 

sex ually abusive. Divorce and remarriage can also place a train 

chi ldren with unresolved conflicts of identity. When famili s be 

move place to place, parents' abilities to care for and protect their childr li ar ' 

limi ted. Sometimes children run away, other times, they are left t fe nd ~ r 1h'm 'Iv " . 'I hi ' i ' :J 

situat ion where families become unable to look after their children or gi e them th ri 'ht ar ' an 

attention that the children need. There are foms of family dysfunction as far a 

group is concerned such include: 

- Low level of family care and maltreatment of children 

- Parental divorce 

- Parental death 

Low Level of Family Care and Maltreatment of Children 

. CI 'Id Ri ht nil that i 
In Gumer Woreda there is an office for Women Affairs and 11 

b . . ' . I" f men's and ch il dr n ri 
a out prevent IO n of child abuse and VIO atlOn 0 wo 

firm stated that the children in the woreda suffer from a number of pr !em 

h i and they are r qui red t 
parents. Most girls are not allowed to go to sc 00 

I ' . . G Woreda children are e, ' t· 
10usework. According to an official 111 , 111 umer 

68 



the house regardless of the time they need to pu s th ' r ue elr I. TI " r . v 

their parents as they do things sometimes beyond th . . elr capacIty. H 

the immediate needs of the children. This has been confirmed by a 

at 'Zizencho Catholic Mission' parents either mistreat th ' h'ld , elr c I ren r d n 

the necessary needs. This obviously aggravates the child trafficking pr I m 

Parental Divorce 

Di vorce is an intensely stressful experience for almost all childr n r ( rdl 

developmental level; many children are inadequately prepared ~ r the imp n 

parents. The pain experienced by children at the beginning of a div r e i 

b 

th 'm '\I h 

: n 

of vulnerability as the family disintegrates, a grief reaction t the I f th inl am il ' (.II 

strong feelings of powerlessness (Eleoff, 2003). 

Although parental divorce is not a major family problem in the um ' r" or ' II fl rdin ' 

ources from the woreda court, it appears as one form of famil y dy fun ti 11 puttin' hil I '11.\ (.I 

disadvantage in terms of the well being of children. A case obtained in the ur " 

proves the fac t that children pay the price of a divorce in their famil y. 

Case 

Tigistu 14, lives around 'kolfe' in 'Kolfe KeranYo' sub-city. Presently he works in his unci's jui or . 

He recalls the agony he went through staying with his step mother after his par ntS got divor do 

few years ago. "My parents had divorced when I was 9. My father married another woman wh 

became my step mother. I have always missed my mom, and worst of all, my step mach r as uch 

a horrible woman. I really don't know why she hated me like that. At one time l en v on d a ,11 

myself because she treated me badly. With her children she was good mom, but sh was so cruel 0 

me. Every time, she used to shout at me off kinds of abuses, especially I rememb r h r r 01 a oul 

as she said "are you going to sleep like a prince until noon ", if I ever slept a e~. H,s maCh r ho 10 

go back to her family because she had no place to stay. "When my uncle was gaing bo 0 dd, 

after the 'MeskeI' holiday just two years ago, I begged him to take me with him to Add,s A a 0, ond 

fortunately he agreed". Tigistu never thinks of going back home. 

Th i . hit d it u s particular case of the trafficked child and many ot er re a e 

parental divorce seriously hanns children and make them vulnerable t tra I kin . 1 hi nit' 

sadne I'S aln10st unl'que to di orcing f milie lh t . hil n.:n 
ss or other stressful events, it 
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experience the onset of this life change, usual and cu tomar 

though the ignorance or unwillingness of adults to actively seek 

Parental Deaths 

up rt 

ut thi 

It is stated above that the poor health care in the Gumer Woreda di fa r 

l 'n t di 

mili 

not have chance to get immediate medical treatment while fallin 

information obtained from Gumer Woreda Health Bureau, most parents die 

sanitation problems. An alarming number of them also die of epidcm i S 1I 

Tuberculosis. The death of parents obviously leaves children orphan d. Thi al 

poverty situation of families, and children mostly have no one to I k I r Ih ir a ·i n ' 

when parents die . 

Ih · 

For such chi ldren, especially for those who lost both their parent it i ' 0\1 U 

that they will be trafficked in order to survive. In some cases children \! h ar ' tra 

because of the death of their parents are victims of child labor expl 

putting their live in trouble. 

[J U 

Case 

A 14 year old boy, named Alemu struggles for life in Addis Ababa as observed in th i r r h. H 10 

his fath er about seven years ago followed by another disaster which wa s the d ath of hi mo h r 

after two years. He had to stay with his aunt for a while with his younger sister a w II. H I h 
brother living in Addis Ababa and another one in Hawassa. He then mad it to A.ddi hrou h hi 

elder brother who is currently working in a store in 'Merkato' area. " I am makln 
although I have loads to do. I used to regret the fact that I dropped out of school af 
my parents, but thanks to my brother I recently got enrolled in 4 th grade to r sum m due Ion. 

At least that's good for me." 

Alemu, is one of the children, perhaps the luckiest affected b patem
c 

I 

orphaned children go through endless troubles due to the death of ne r 

This also fu els the ex isting situation of child trafficking. 
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4.2 Causes of Child Trafficking: Pull Factors 

4 2.1 High demand side for cheap and submissive chl'ld lb' I . f . a our III t Ie III rlllal 'I I r-
in Addis Ababa 

Trafficking in women and children from rural settings to urban area f "th i pia r th 

of labour and sexual exploitation is the most commonly documented f, nn f ' pi 

2003; 10M, 2004). Based on the researcher systemic observation in the ri in pia 

children, Zizencho P A, and Arekit town and other parts of the urn r W pd 

assembled from interviews held at Wolkite and Arekit towns with ffi r tli l 

and Child Rights Units of the Gurage Zone Administration Bureau it i 

are particularly vulnerable because of the shortage of social servic 

poverty of the household, lack of education, lack of health care, p i, 

economic opportunities in their rural setup. The attitude that children parti ul. I ti l . 

inferi or or weaker has contributed to a large extent to the practice [re ruiti n I th'l11 , .j h'l Y 

force or deception. It is also quite common to find parents or relative am n I til' lJm· · JUl u I ' 

involved in the process of trafficking in children. 

Children provide cheap labour and submit to abusive and exploitative situati n . Th' 

unaware of their rights or are' powerless to seek assistance. Their vulnerabilit and 

make them attractive targets for the ruthless and greed driven pull factor . In fa t III 

are trafficked from the region being pledged that, they would be offered better j 

education, and fanlily support etc,. It is clear that children could be tempted to tal< th 

while consulted for trafficking. On the other hand people who are relat d t til' hil r 'n 

them to go to the cities where they reside in order to exploit and abuse their lab r. 

r ' . 

Based on the information gathered from personal interviews and observati n f, r Lh i tu '. m I 

children who work with their relatives are not paid but in stead they are a u ed r n'v r Ii 'n h' 

cl d ffi k who were approa hed r thitud lance to change their occupation, Employers an tra ' IC ers 

adm it the above mentioned degraded life situation of the trafficked childr n but the C' 'n thIn 

th t I . 'd' tl m with their imm dial a t ley are doing them a favor only for proVI mg le 

The researcher also proved the fact that these disadvantaged childre~ w rk \Ie 

with ' . 'd th m In the systematic r\la ti n 
out any salary or very little money IS pal to e . 

n' h ur." 
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fo r th is study it is confirmed that the children rather face a number di I 

being abused by their own relatives who bring them to their oeial ir Ie m 

exploitation. 

4.2.2 Traditions and Socio-cultural Values Associated with Pull fact ors f r hil I 

Trafficking 

Trafficking of children among the Gumer-Gurage community inter e t th tr iIi I 

extended fa milies as caregivers and an early integration of children int th 1< 

' tradi tional placements' of children in families of distant relatives r friend ha 

system moti vated by economic objectives. Child trafficking among the umer­

and socio-cul tural values could be associated with the following pull f: 

- Perception of a li fe better elsewhere and poor information about ri k 

- Migra tory mentality of children 

- Ex tended social networks and family ties 

- 'MeskeI' and 'A refa ' holidays 

4.2.2.1 Perccption of a life bctter elsewhere and poor information about risks 

Among the Gumer-Gurage community children often have a perception that the an hn\ a 

better life especially if they are exposed to people with a fortunate life elsewhere. Th an ,il 

be grabbed by the fancy things they observe on home-comers (,Fanos ) 

such as 'Meske!' and 'Arefa' holidays. People also deceive the children b lell in I Ihem 111) he 

good things about life in urban areas. The reality reveals as life being 0 tou h n them u n 

their arrival. The following fact taken from a key informant illustrates the is ue di eu a \ c 

Case 

. . . a 0 He used to work in a m tal war hop In 
Cheru, 22 has been reintegrated With hiS family a yea: g . h H· eyes hvrr and h had s n 
Addis Ababa. He hod such a tough experience working lon

h

g 
ouArds

d
·· 'Asbaba by my aun of r 

/I . k "1 S broug t to IS 
a ergy caused due to the nature of hiS wor. wa . I t dfor / our years in AddIS ba a I 

b . e to the CIty. S aye 
consulted and agreed with my father to nng m t chance to oetain s hool. I ad 

Add· Ababa I never go a 
Worked different types of work there. In IS d h dshl·p in my ,·ob I 01 a sold 
I· . h troubles an or ' 
IWe payment made to my services. Despite t e 
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children the good things when I went back home Right I (I . . . ' now ) ee gulley, n hou h h , 
several chtldren who would benefIt as an immigrant". r or 0 0 

A significant number of trafficked children contacted for this study c nfimlcd th t th calil l 

should not be disguised from the children who have the tendency for mi 

life standard. 

4.2.2.2 Migratory Mentality of Children 

In a focus group discussion with community and religious leaders it infi rm d Ih t migrali n 

of people for work and life in towns is very traditional in the entire In um r 

woreda as well children grow up in a community where migration i 

turning point of someone's life or even destiny. Every child belie e 

certai n town to work, prosper and support their family . It is al 0 view d 

easiest way to earn a living. As a matter of fact, some children bee me u ul in usin's 

involving the informal sector, but there are also many children who ufferr 111 ' lrninin' inl 

and economic problems. 

4.2.2.3 Extended Social Networks and Family Ties 

The finding of this research reveals that among the Gumer-Gurage communit 
I m; \\,r " 

and relatives living in Addis Ababa, in some cases facilitate child traffi kin r 111 th ' 

abovementioned origins. Based on the facts obtained from most respondent famili ' 

intimate ties that they form a lengthy chain of related people among those who Ii 

and at home. The ones who live in Addis Ababa pave the way for cilildren t 

Ababa to work and live there. They easily persuade their parents or guardian I 

Addis or other urban setup. 

nd II '111 I 

I1ll1lunll ' . 
It is mentioned above that migration is a cultural reality for the Gumer- ura 

Employers who are from the Gurage Zone search for labour mostly thr u 'h th \I~ I 
ial 

. It someone fr 111 thei r h me illJ 
network 111 the city of their work. They often have to consu 

look for a dependable worker. In this case certain numbers of children are lra 
'in' . . u 

for a new career by someone who is consulted by an employer. 



4.2.2.4 "Meskel" and "Arefa" Holidays 

'Meske! '-Finding of the True Holy Cross and 'Arel'a ' or 'EI'd AI Ad I . ':JL e 1a are h lI d I that r 

wannly celebrated by people in the Gurage Zone As stated abov I . . e, many p p e II In ii ' 

away from their families and return home for the celebration of these holiday. Th y 

resemble a city dweller in their dressing and behavioral changes as they ar ta' . e s yll1g 111 III . 1 h t 

is one thing which easily catches the attention of children living at home. The rClurne 1111 

be very comfortable with their lives; hence they tell children the same thin ' . M tl return 

stay with their families influencing their siblings and relatives about the b It r life itu<l ti n in 

towns. In a FGD held with community and religious leaders it is confirm d that rni Irati n I 

strongly related to these couple of religious holidays. Not only returnee nt i uti I I t 

trafficking but also traffickers slip into the woreda to recruit targeted childr n n Ih· , v r 

influential occasions. 

In FGDs with trafficked children the above-mentioned facts have also been c nfirm dar 'Ill t . 

issue. The following reality magnifies the issues discussed above. 

Case 

Tariku is 18 years old. He is currently working as a waiter in a local cafe around th' it 
bus station, 'Autobis-Ttera'. He recalls the holiday he was lobbied by a young ter fr m tip 
neighbor to migrate to Addis Ababa for a better life. "By then I was a student and thi u 
from my neighbor told me that I could make a lot of money a mont~l rath' r than 
commenting from home to school every day walking that unbearable dl tan ' . 
agreeing with my parents, a man brought me to Addis Ababa about two year 
says that his life did not change as such but he is at least able to go home n 
holiday. 

This research has various implications. Since it is conducted to investigate the ituali n 

traffick ing from Gumer Woreda, Gurage Zone to A.A, it would be nice if the tud 'h \ 
m f: . . h t d ea However that c uld n 

ore actors that contribute to child traffickmg m t e s u y ar . 

hil 

done. The researcher beliefs that it will be useful to provide empirical findings about Ih 
c I I blem of child tram kin ' an Ih ' 
u tural, economic and legislative factors that aggravate t le pro . ' 

I
. . . I' fi m this perspc tl Iha l thl 

resu tll1g harms on children and their immediate commul1lty. t IS ro 
res I . d f: t rs as causes of child tra I in' HI 

care 1 was designed to pin point the aforementlOne ac 0 

GUl1ler ~ . d ~ 
VI e a of the Gurage Zone. 

74 



CHAPTER FIVE 

5. Child Trafficking as a Process and Its Effects 

Studying child trafficking in Gumer Woreda was conducted with numerou a r in I 
to the view of the researcher as there aren't several governmental organizati n 

operating in the issue. Issues relating to child abuse, violation of children right 

exploitation are unnoticed making data collection difficult. The few concern d 

have either the understanding or capacity to put the child trafficking circum tan 

mainly because it is carried out under the scene of ordinary migration. 

5.1 Child Trafficking as a Circular Process 

Child trafficking is considered a process in this study as it follows a seri s 

traffickers who playa major role in setting the entire scene up for a certain child t 

This may include persuading the child 's family for the trafficking then the child . Th '/1 . \I .. tl 

work of taking the child to hislher destination at a certain town. Then the child i 

r 

place where he/she was trafficked to. We can clearly see that there are act r Inv I\'>d in 

trafficking children to a certain destination. On the other hand there are also pe pi 

in reintegration committees. Consequently, the process goes through a number r t D 

various circumstances. Child trafficking is therefore, can be viewed as a very intri 'ui n I 

which harms the chi ldren. 

Child trafficking also follows very complicated steps that seem surprisingl \ ell arrallg > . 

According to the narratives obtained in FGDs held with trafficked children in Add i A a 

r ' . . . ffi k s are home comer u ua II r'tum e-tntegrated chIldren and parents, It IS stated that most tra IC er 
t tl . , Th' an be considered a thet I ' o lelr respective village on holidays and other occaSIOns. IS c 
r ' , I d de them and thei r ar nt r the ecruJtment by which the children are also mampu ate to persua 

trafficking. 

Based I' 'f participants in thi s Iud the 110 \ in 
on t le narratIves obtained from vanous groupS 0 

st ' , , h'ldren to the intend d d' tin '. ill Ih ' 
eps Were Identified, The act of transportmg vulnerable. c I , 

Cou , " . 0 destinies, the c t r trall 'r 11 tl n 
rse of movlI1g the children from their home Village t 
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could be covered by the traffickers in themselves in rare cases B t · I . u In t the 

or guardians are supposed to handle the transportation expenses. They either h 

give anything they have which comes through hardship. 

The other major stage of trafficking is the act of placing the children for a parti ular Ii 'e1ih 

This livelihood could be interpreted as a form of abuse, exploitation and negle t in m 

fact, very few succeed without facing any of these. Trafficked children in me a 

the traffickers for a while or they are directly allotted to their intend d p iti n. 

children who are given local jobs, some are sent abroad to Middl -Ea 1 untl il: 

unidentifiable jobs. This sort of placement often does not consult the need [ th ut 

only the traffickers or employers or parents. Job mobility among the trafficked childr n i 01' u 

revealing fact that children switch jobs searching for a better settlement ~ r a Ii in'. 'J hI.: tll' l 

stage reverses the situation as some trafficked children return home after ' in th ugh til ' "I J. 

lot of process. When they come back home they might appear as ' second nerali 11 ll alli ' I 

manipulating the society in their surrounding. They may also decide to tay in llF ir "ilia' . dll . I 

several reasons. Nevertheless, they may go back to towns or get retrafficked on ag'li n U ' I 

the migratory tendency and town life influence they acquire. 

5.1.1 Who are the traffickers? 

In this study the researcher learned that it is a bit too difficult to identify the a t r In " h ·d ill h' 

trafficking of chi ldren as children could be v.ictims of trafficking by people \ ilh "ariel ' 

relations to them and that the children are trafficked for many reasons. 

a \ al il:l ' 
According to the data obtained from FGDs with trafficked children, trafficker u 

t h . d' ak th m agree with the int n e 
ec mques to approach parents or guar lans to m e e 

Some traffickers also claim that the migrant children can stay with them and g I 

ra'lie in '. 

r a 

better future. In most cases these traffickers have relation with parents or u 

I 
.' ld·th them to a certain to 

consu t parents or guardians as their children cou go WI 
l' . . th hildren them el e t ' \\ ith them In 
IVlIlg and support them. Moreover, others deceive e c 
d . little benefit ~ r the hi Jdr '11 /\ 11111;)11 

or er to abuse and exploit their labor without any or very 

We can learn that the traffickers, although slightly distinguished, are tr n 

childrel ' - d' 1 S parents and guar lans. 
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It· I'S also important to remember that many di ffe rent actors I ' 
rc 111\1 ed" II 

those children at different stages of the trafficking process. This study found that \ clal u,llcrcnt 

people with varying relationships to the child or his parents were involved in th II IIi 

the child at di fferent times. According to the narratives gathered from child i tim 

for this study, in most cases more than one person was involved I'n the t affi k' I r IC ' 1I1 a <I II U 

child. Accordingly, traffickers played different roles in the process, including planting til 

traffi cking or migrating to Addis Ababa for work and education; providing fi nan i 

cover the cost of the trafficking operation; transporting the child from rural 

destination in Addis Ababa, arranging "employment" mostly exploiting and ph 

emotionally abusing the child. In the course of this study, there were al 0 few 

single person would be involved in every phase of the trafficking proce : fr m 11),ll- in I h· 

decision to traffic the child from Gumer Woreda into Addis Ababa or other t wn r II ' , 1I11 11 

to exploiting and abusing the child. 

Most trafficked children who were participants in this study revealed that th y w r ' II arri I-c b ' 

their relati ves such as uncles, aunts, cousins, family friends, brothers, sisters and 

'strangers' etc,. Here, based on the data received from trafficked children, m 5t f thc Irall ic" '1 

are males. And very recently brokers are also getting involved in trafficking childr ' n. I c iall / 

female children to send them to Arab countries or even towns in the country. A r'l :t led co , 

witnesses the situation. 

Case 

Aster is 19 She had completed 10th grade when a broker contacted her through a r /;1 IV rom 
. . 'f h 1 Jlfor h 

Addis Ababa . She has been told that she could go to the Middle East-Beirut I S . e cou 

expenses. " I was also given the alternative that I could work in Addis for some time to v mdon 
d I asn' t able to save th Iho u ~an ~ a 

for my t rave l expenses but that didn't come to an en , as w / 
. ' 'd h t h has heard a lot a au 11(! am s 

birr I was expected to come up with" she recalls. She sal t a s e I rs ~n 
. . . ' en suffer from the cruel mp a .. 

on In those Middle East countries and how Ethiopian wom . k I ., 
labor exploitation. "I was aware of all th.e consequences but still thought It was wor 

5.1.2 Family involvement in the trafficking process 

d Th nlalkr III ·r.l li n Fa '1 . . Id t b underestimate. ese 
011 Y IOvolvement in child traffickmg shou no e 

ba d ' . _ .' . b rt of larger criminal net\ rI-
se on kll1shlp or fnendshlp tIes may, of course, epa 

of [ . . . . . raffi cking children. hildren a ' III t ah\J 
act, family involvement plays a major role m t 

, :1 IIw l 'r 
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lu
ntary to be trafficked to urban areas so' they are higl11y . I VO ,mal11pu at d and 

a
rents either to develop the interest for migration or forcibly co ' I . P nVlnce t 1 m t In 

be
tter life no matter what. Families in this research particularly 'In t'h' , IS contex t can 

parents or relatives who have access to affect children for trafficking. The e m mb r 

many participate in the form of permitting traffickers to move the childr n fa ili tatin I lh' 

process and directly acting in the course of trafficking the children. 

In this study, the researcher has learned that families involve directly and indir tl / in the 

trafficking process. The research has also gathered responses from a number 

traffickers, and confim1ed that these people have been supported by one r 111 r n 

trafficked children. All the above facts consolidate the reality that family inv I em nt nil i lit 

majorl y to child trafficking in Gumer Woreda. 

According to the findings of this study, there is implicit, and at man lim 

support to trafficking of children among the Gumer-Gurage community. hil r 'n in ul11'l 

Woreda are often lured by family members or trusted relatives with promi es f wel l p ,in I • 

in Addis Ababa. In some cases, children may go voluntarily, with parental C 11 111. F r familil! ' 

to accept the trafficking in their children does . not meant that traffickers exp t t (;! ai a 

proportion of whatever the child earned and instead, 'they specifically look for hildn:n lIita I-

some parents in Gumer-Gurage who compensated traffickers to take their children int 

to make further arrangement for the children work or employment, hoping th 

and send remittances; once there, the children become subject to coerci e arran 'e111 -n ' ha 

constitute involuntary servitude. 

Ira li .\ hd 
As many families in the Gumer Woreda face economic hardship deci i 11 t 

mostly becomes a family enterprise to which family members at both end of th 

contribute to ensure the success of the strategy and the attainment of il I\! 

su - I - . I A' t fal migrant child make lh 
rvlva and the accumulation of human capita. po en 1 . bear part , i n t all 

migrate in consultation with family members who, in some ca e 
fi . . . b rs and acquainlan e in n.: civin I ;)r ' 

l1anclal cost of migration. Urban-based family mem e 

assist n . . .. ' ew migrants to adapt to life 111 Cities. 
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5.1.3 Methods of Recruitment, Transportation and Costs 

Based on the findings of this study, in most cases, traffickers recruit children fr m mi li' \1\ 11 

lower income because they believe that their parents will desperatel ali al 

promises they are pledged to take their children for work in towns. Famili Ir n Ii Ih 

can make better their life through the remittance they would receive fr m their hildr n. 'I hi 

illusion leads parents and guardians to agree with the trafficking. On the ther h nd hildr n a\ . 

also tempted with the false promises they are offered which do not hold truth m II . 

The researcher has learned that the traffickers also have a belief that tho hildr n r m \ ' \ 

fami lies get on with the adversities better than those from families wilh a dep nda I in n ·. 

The pledges given to these innocent children do not actually exist, but they lend I put up wilh 

the troubles either anticipating any changes to happen as time goes by or ju tnt I \ ' IUrI1 I n ' 

empty handed if that is even a possibility. 

According to the narratives gathered from children who have been traffi ck)d r m ium '\ 

Woreda to Addis Ababa, the circumstances involving the transportation of traffi kc hil r '\1 i 

the other step which could be considered depressing and full of anxiety for them a m 

do not possess the experience of traveling away from h~me. The journey fr m um 'r t 

towns mostly follows the main route to the capital Addis Ababa which ha a di tan a u 

220 kilometers . . 

In the course of the journey, the children usually take a lunch break in the 

Wolkite, a town about 62 kilometers away from Gumer-Arekit town. This mall t \-vn ul 

both exciting and depressing for the children, especially in the case of fir t tim en unt r. p n 

h 
. . . d t ary staying venue hi h ul 

I eIr arnval to Addis Ababa, they are first dlrecte to a empor 
h . ddt: T It' s after a wh ile thai Ih ' . I ' 

t e Iraffickers' house or employer' s place or In exten e . ami Jes. 

placed in their pern1anent destination or prearranged occupation. 

A . . h ' t f transportation i m tl / 
ccordmg to many informants of thiS study, t e cos 0 

. . b ry surprising Ihat lh 
parents or guardians of the trafficked chIldren. It can eve 
10 b t borrow the expen fr m . rn' 

e covered by these families, and they often have 0 

n' in h ' 
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neighborhood hoping that the trafficked children would repay shortly. Th 

troubles to come up with the money, such as selling their cattle or other a 

Case 

lUll 1Laci 

( . 

Temesgen 17 has the experience of working in '5hakiso' 'Shashemene', and 'Hawas / 0 ns 

prior to his arrival to Addis Ababa. He worked as a shoe shiner, waiter and so on pr viousl . II 

says, liMy father sold a cow to give me the required 800 birr to cover my preliminary xp ns s. 

But, I needed way beyond that amount to stay before I found my first job in h ison. 

Temesgen, like most trafficked children arrived at Addis Ababa, and stayed with th t r ffi 

for a while before being dispatched to his first destination. Basically Temesg n xp ri n 

more than four occupations so far, but he apparently never sufficed his exp ns s/ I 

supporting his family. He has been taken advantage of his employers who exploit d an 

him. He was also neglected of his immediate needs such as food and education d priv tiO . Ii 

was also harassed verbally as well as physically, "1 have terribly deceived and d priv d of y 

dignity by brokers several times". He sees nothing into his future . 

5.1.4 For what purposes are children being trafficked? 

While women, and sometimes men are trafficked, from Gumer Woreda of ura e ddi 

Ababa and to other urban areas of Ethiopia, this research focuses on the traffi ki n in hildJ<.: n 

specific to the age between 10 and 18. 

According to the data obtained from the Gumer Woreda police station, the age ron e 

mostly being traffi cked from Gumer Woreda are'between 8 and 18 , These childr n ar 

and femal e, However, boys account more than girls in the major sub-target of thi 

Ababa. Althouoh this research did not conduct any census to come up \ ith th ri ht lure 
e , 

male and female children it was able to conclude that more boys could be reached a th> \\' r , 

outside, like shoe shining, lej-bet, conductor in taxi, manual labor. 

Th ' I I bor exploitati n. II we 'r in rJr' 
e purpose of trafficking in both boys and girls are most y a 
,~ , 'hb efomlsofchildlraffiki n , lh ' 

cases adoption, forced marriage and street beggtng mig t e som 
h' b d fI r rostitution even lh u ·h th 'f' 

c t1dren who are brought for these purposes might be a use a p , . 
, . , ' I search Be in I al r 'ia i\d 

weren t any children found in the course of thiS partlCU ar re ' 
unc " Id b ' exploited for b g Jin pu 

ommon, Apparently, there might be chi ren etng 
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5.1.4.1 Child Trafficking for the Purpose of Labour Exploitation 

This part of the paper will explore child trafficking for labour exploitation spc ifi II In h 

context of trafficking and labour migration. The focus will be explicitly on tram kin 

of labour exploitation, as this area is often given less emphasis in the general di 

child trafficking. 

m 

Trafficking in children for informal labor sectors is happening among the umer- ur I' 

community, though it is difficult to determine the magnitude of the probl m. n tl 

researcher observation on the spot and information gathered from interviews ilh th 

Officer in Gumer Woreda, Arekit it is identified that vulnerable children from um r" ,. do 

Gurage Zone have been trafficked to Addis Ababa through different recruitment pr 

child trafficked for labor force by and large the child is then made to w rk I ng h u 

perform hard work under dangerous conditions. In this study there are ca 

boys trafficked from Zizencho Kebele and Arekit town who have been made t \. rk in 111 'wi 

works dai ly with dangerous working conditions. 

Children from Gumer-Gurage mostly engage in very customary kind of labor whi h rduti >1 ' 

mostly work as a maid in people's houses or hotels. The above mentioned types were i 

by the researcher as having links to children trafficked from Gumer Woreda t Addi 

labor exploitation. 

r 

B d " . ' . d h cher has learned that the hil r' n 
ase on the InvestIgative observatIOn for thIS stu Y t e resear 

are exploited too much by their manipulative employers. The researcher ha al 0 h F 

parents whose children are trafficked whereby he learned the fact that most paren d n' t en 

know what jobs their children do as a livelihood. 

A C d' . I' . f labor exploitati n 
Oor mator from the 10M confirmed these rea Itles 0 

Gurag Z . M . t Coordinator on In-
e one. According to Ato Tagel, 10 proJec 

n hil r ' n r m th' 

unl 
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women and children, his firm has conducted a research on ch'ld t ffi k' . I ra IC Ing \ h I tl . I 

the reasons for child migration may differ from region to region F l ' . or examp hIldr n ~l r ' ten 

trafficked from the Northern parts of Ethiopia for prostitution and dome tic \! rk . n the 

hand children from the SNNP region and from the Gurage Zone in particular ar tr 

mainly for the purpose of labor exploitation in the informal sector. He says that b th em r 

the selfish tendency of traffickers which puts children's lives at risk. All oth r 

at the research center Gumer Woreda confirmed that the social network and ramil ti ull 

children to the trafficking circle. 

[t is important to recognize child trafficking as a complex protection is ue including th r 'm \I 1 

of a child from his or her family envirorunent, the child' s transportation ill gal r' pti n r . 01 " 

and placement into an exploitative context. This study reveals a wide pr d p r ' hild 

trafficking solely as a child labour phenomenon. But trafficking vi lat s the ri 

long before their actual labour begins. First, there is the separation of a child r m hi 1 h'f 

home. Then there is the time spent in the so-called ' care' of the traffi cker "hil ' til , hil i 

transported to the eventual workplace - a process that presents its own dangers and abll . . >[ h ·n. 

there is the illegal reception or sale of the child and, ultimately, the child's final de til1ati n In a 

hazardous working condition in Addis Ababa . . 

This study revealed that trafficking is often associated with underground migrati n 

merging of these two issues can have serious consequences, with trafficked childr' n 

young offenders rather than victims in need of special protection measures. A 

ut th' 

come into various fom1s of exploitations and abuses and may even be depri cd f their Ii 'rt 

Whether child trafficking is regarded as a child labour issue, an ill egal migrati n i lie. r an 

Injustice issue, there is, in every case, a tendency to overlook the underl in an 

cultural factors behind trafficking, thereby placing the trafficked child somewh re in a 
[, . . . ffi k' . fi st and forem . 

o SOCial deviance'. There is little perception that tra IC ' JI1g IS, Ir 

human rights- particularly the right of the child to be protected from any form f 
ex I ' . . . . urturing family envir 11m '11 . 

P OltatIon, to preserve family relations and to grow up JI1 a n 
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Hazardous Working Conditions and Lack of Health Care 

It is obvious that safety at work is related to the working condition in I d in th \IV 

daily activities. In most cases, children who do out door jobs suffer from the hard hip 

life. One can simply imagine how much trouble a shoe shiner goe throu h b 

hazardous working condition. Children do not have the chance to make ch ice 

condition and place. A number of respondent reported that, they sleep in th ir w 

the housing quality is said to be poor. As a matter of fact, they are exp 

diseases caused by poor sanitation, adverse weather and so on. On one hand th 

enough access to medical sectors quickly when they are ill; and on the th r hand th 

r cr. ' 

II 

an 

an n I 

afford the medical service expenses even if they have the desire to g t m di al hlp. 'I h . 

fo llowing reality iJlustrates the problem. 

Case 

Walde is 17 years old. He had just completed 8
th 

grade with poor results. He work a 
metal work-shop in a place better known as 'Kara Kore', Kolfe-Keranyo sub-ci ty of Add i 
states that the nature of his job is originally hazardous for his health. "1 am the Id t of ix hi ldr J\ 

I have decid ed to engage I any work. This is partly to help my family who live in Ziz ncho viII 
also to make a living to myself. I have been working this job for a year long. I hav hroni 

. problem. They started to hurt ever since I started this job.·1 also have skin inf tion n 
fortunate ly went to a dermatologist, but I have been told that it is caused by the t rribl poi nou 

smoke during metal welding" he mentioned. 

It is clear that such self-reliant children have to earn a living to survive but lhe w t part i lha 

their well-being is never guaranteed. 

Allocating Time between Work and School 

Based on interviews and FGDs with trafficked children it is obser ed that tra 

have difficulties pursuing their education. Mostly children engage them el e 

h 
. 11 tt" time for their h 

very ectlc throughout the week. Consequently, a 0 II1g 
Th d b h· - mployers to gi e m r 

ose who start soon quit either being force Y t elr e 

business or other related problems. For some children, education may n t a 

the fact that they have a desire to go to school. 
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Gender Issues: The increasing burden on trafficked girls 

Many girls involved in child labour- including a large proportion of th 

work as domestic servants. Around 90 per cent of domestic workers in ub- ah r n 

girls (ACPF, 2006). In addition to being denied an education, domestic worker 

of physical, sexual and psychological abuse. More than two-thirds of d Ii 

interviewed by the ILO for a small study in Ethiopia had experienced phy i al i 

within the course of their work. It is also common for girls in domestic ervi C I 

abused (ILO-IPEC, 2002). 

Many of the challenges and problems faced by the victims of trafficking \J h 

domestic work and other survival strategies discussed above imply ign ili ant 

terms of girls working both harder and for longer hours. The burden of e Ir 

in 

unevenly burdened amongst domestic servants, and the impact on hou emaid lir! ' ha t ." l "Il 

even more serious than it has been on boys. 

The growing demand for cheap domestic servants particularly to work as h 1I n1'lid in 

Ababa has tended to involve more trafficked girls than trafficked boys from r 
Gurage Zone. The researcher has learned that if a trafficked girl wa n t r 

working for her own, or engaged in informal sectors out side home, and then he u lIall \\' [ , 

full time on domestic duties with little or no payment. Thus, duties which have ah. a s in" I ·d 

looking in household burdens, cooking, cleaning, washing clothes, and lookin after hi l [(;:11 th ' 

elderl y, and the sick. 

I the r ' 'ar he 

' Ill ' 

in different households several cases have come to light involving ictim 

exploited as domestic servants in Addis Ababa by their employers. A si ni li ant num 'r 
d . I . 'tuations akin to la\l r r ndcd 
omestlc servants claim that they found themse ves III Sl 

S . L '1' d 16 in this regard 
ervnude. the key informant of the researcher el a, age , 

. . d dusk to dawn la r r hi I' r 
employers burdened her with household dutIes, reqUIre 

sometimes no pay, and forbid her from leaving the house or mak ing 

Workers, her urban based relatives. 

84 

nta t ith lher In' I 



Case 

An illiterate girl from Zizencho Village of Gumer Woreda Le·1 16 b . I a, wa s rou ht to dd,s 
Ababa four years ago by a COUSin to work as a maid. According to Leila, she ad o 

work thirty.days a month seven days a week and nearly fourteen hours a day, isolat d fro 
other~ particularly from her u~ban based relatives, and physically abused . Though promlS 

150 birr a month plus education, she received less than 100 birr a month and not alia d 

to schooling. "To be frank, I do not bother about the issue of salary, but my very pro I m I 

long working hours and workloads I have". Leila feels that her employers do not tr t h r 

as a human being. "They don't care if I get sick. Every day early in the morn in th om n 

for whom I am working come to my bedroom and wake me up to prepare br akf t for h 

family ... 1 also looks after the woman's father, who needs daily assistance du to hi illr s. I 

am as lonely as I am not allowed to see my relatives here in Addis. I cannot s th m unl 

it is my day off once in a long time". 

As Leila's case illustrates, the problem of getting their payment have clearly \! I man 

housemaids; again, any extra time or energy expended will usually be a d me Ii 

significant number of trafficked girls interviewed for this study cannot 1I el:d and . idl:11 

worldwide shows that in these circumstances it is usually traffic ked girl s r ther II a ll ti ll I \'" 

boys who take the household burden. If household budgets preclude or di urag' ii i · t 

clinics, then any extra burden of caring for the sick falls on housemaids. 

Based on the findings of this study, the trafficked children, the gender stereotype 11 th pur ·lIl 

education is worse on girls for most of them take a job as a housemaid or related 11 'a ' CI11l:11 

which does not allow them to go to school. O.n the other hand trafficked bo ha 

chance to start or to continue their education because they often take a post that m re 

allows them to learn. In some cases however, both girls and boys could be ulnera Ie i 

insufficient to survive· the most vulnerable are those who need weaning ~ d . , 

h I h t b their em pi vcr u lIal" ) 
Ousemaid girls from Gumer Woreda also face sexua arassmen . . . 

h d k on infoffilal e t r \\ rk ut ld' 
men 's. This is the context in which so many have a to ta e 
h . bid hysical a ault b ' th ' ir '111 
orne. In addition, trafficked girls expenence both ver a an p 

I relation hip \ ith th ir 
It must be clear that not all respondents complained about persona 

employers, which in some cases appeared to be quite hospitable. 
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5.1.5 Who employs trafficked children? 

It is actually hard to tell who hires the trafficked children. Neverthele a rd in' t 

narratives gathered from trafficked children most children are hired . I ' , In genera p 

have the tendency of child labor exploitation. Some traffickers hire the children them 

they have any demand of labor force as they obviously see that employing them 

beneficiary. Hence, the children are given away to other employers when the tram k r 

take advantage of the privilege. These children are most wanted by any em pi er fI ran kin I 

career as they are anticipated to exert a lot of effort on their job. 

Employers can also sometimes be relatives of the children's family. orne chi ldr n rar I . 

h 

self employed working as a shoe shiner, kiosk trading, or selling any kind 

However, most children have at least one experience of being employed b 

il tl " \ , 

certai n duty. 

Case 

Degife is an already integrated boy who is currently living and working in Ziz ncho K b I -Gum r 

Woreda. He said that he was recruited for a military service when he first came to Add i Ab 
Then after he left the army and worked in his uncle store. After that he also work d in loc I 

bar,Tej bet' for some time. "I had to look for a better job because working as a wait r in m 

relative's local bar got me very little money" he recalls. "That was even tough soon r. 1 am I 1 

was able to reconnect with my family" . 

From this case of Degife we learn that whoever the employer is, children go thr u h 

extent oflabour slavery. 

5.1.6 Child Trafficking for Other Exploitation Purposes 

>rtai n 

I 
' Add ' Ababa r ther t \\ 11 I 

t IS very rare that children directly come from Gumer-Gurage to IS 
I' . .' I bour sla ery uld r ' them 
Ive 111 the streets or work as a prostitute in bars, but the eXlstmg a 

to lead such a degraded social life. Some are also victims of rape and teenage pr 
ch'!d I' ork so at time th 

I ren cannot stand the hardship and agony at t lelr w , 
adv . .' h' h t tally ruin their r ulUr . 

entures Itke Streetism, begging or prostItutiOn w IC 0 



This study found that in some cases trafficked children from urag 

begging as a means of survival. Children are being exploited in such ph r . part i 

their physical strength unable to carry out bodily works, in fact the c uld n 

relatively plain activities or find themselves ensnared in selling small it m 

babble gums, newspapers, chat etc, in streets. The increased vulnerabilit 

these children in these situations predictably results in many ca e in 

psychosocial harm. In some cases, actual physical violence was inflicted n 

would have a disability, increasing the returns they would get from beggin . 

In the urban research sites of this study particularly in Addis Ketema ub- it 

hI: / 

observed many street beggars due to the location of the 'Anwar' holy m qu nd ain I a lI'l 

church in 'Merkato' , and the main bus station in Autobis Tera bing th <.: main ll i:J JI 'UI.II 

communication point and travel center for both the traffickers and th i tim hil r 'II , th' 

concentration of children engaged in this practice has primarily been within til' ir I · 

three spots. However, there are also increasing numbers of children een n Ill' -tr ' 't' 

parts of Addis Ababa selling small items as well as asking for money, N t fe\ num 'r 

trafficked children also come from the Gurage Zone to engage in the trade f small , . 111' 11 

might have the possibilities to change into begging or street children or prostituti n. 

5.1.7 Return and Reintegration of Trafficked Children 

hild 
In this research, return and reintegration of trafficked children are viewed a a pr e In 

trafficking. They are often very difficult to accomplish both for the reintegrali n rn miltl: 

. . . I Th t ffi ked children a id r i t 'ratin ' operatll1g In the woreda and the children themse ves. e ra IC 

bl A d' ng t lh Ilarrati \ C 
with their families, even though they go through lots of trou es. ccor I 

I 
. h 'dered as hild ren \ ilh ad 

gat 1ered from trafficked children, some believe that t ey are consl 
:J cd 

town practices such as prostitution and drug abuse among their local soci t 

d d d they ha e a hard tim 
OVer the fact that they will go back home empty han e ,an 
II . . . .. ' Th I 0 fear the reality th t th 
1elr future after taking all those troubles m their lives. ey a s 

h .. d lives orne chi l n.:n I 
ave any job opportunity to support their families an t 1emse . 
. . I h the trauma that th \\ 11 ' 1 

With more problems such as HIV I AIDS. Most children a so ave 
abl . h I' ftarwouldembarra th' ir r' l1 l . 

e to COver their family's holiday expenses whlc t 1ey . e 
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Those children who return home even complying with all the ab mcnti n 
vulnerable to re-trafficking for circumstances put the under pressure to think f 

lru lc .r 

income generation to support themselves and their families. As it is di cu cd in th . 

reintegration is very complicated for most trafficked children. 
\ C 

According to the narratives gathered from trafficked children, in spite of it mpli Ii n 111. 

trafficked children actually want to return home if they have the chance; in thi ~ 

about voluntary return. According to some respondents they were sent inl Addi A 

their wishes, for instance after they have been quarreled with their parents 

of the extreme poverty their family have had in the rural settings. Wh ther Ih 

voluntarily or not, trafficked children usually need support when they return I Ih ' ir . mil '. 

community or rural villages. 

As discussed in the above, return and reintegration form a difficult pr 111 \ hi h h· 

returnees may face psychological, family-related, health and financial pr II '11 

difficult for them to settle comfortably back into living in their families and C I11l11ull ili , 

Ihese aforementioned reasons. 

Among the researcher key inforn1~nts in ihisstudy, Girma, 17, stated his feeling 

home in the following words: 

Case 

. f dd' Ab b He also has a small au door ios Glrma, 17, works as a shoe shiner in Kolfe area 0 A IS a a. . 
h· f '1 back in Zlzencho K I · Gum r 

He was brought to Addis by his father to support IS ami y . d Id I 

k d minivan taxI conductor an cou n 
Woreda. "Before my new occupation presently I wor e as a . h 

h . bets me enough money ut I on I 
stand the nagging minibus drivers. I cannot say t at my JO g " H h 100 S SIC 
it because I should at least be able to look after my family's holiday needs . e sd

a 
S, t rn ho 

. . . . ' through "I feel ashame to r u 
and tired of the traumatizing life condition he IS gOll1g ' . h t as th r son or 

. h rt my families there sll1ce taw 
Wit out having earned a lot of money to suppo 'f"1 d' myself and my famlli sin 
me for going away in the first place. I feel unsuccessful, as if I have al e 

this way". 

Th b h'ld who were trafficked a t:d n 
e a ove brief case shows the feelings of many C I ren 

. . I t th m work an j b and m 
perceived attitude of their parents that often seemed to e e 
n . '1 I ft t home The ramil 
10ney that would help for the well being of the faml yea . 

h \ . 

m' 
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uc
h feel ings towards the returnee. Moreover such cases bt ' d ' 5 ' 0 alne In . n 

'nterviews show that children suffer from the pull and push forces th h' I at put c t1drcn u c 

difficult circumstances to make decisions on where to reside and work. 

5.1.8 The Effects of Child Trafficking 

Child trafficking has both positive and negative impacts. It is obvious that Addi A 

second home for people from Gurage roots as most of them trade, do busine s and pr p r. II i 

also proved in this research that there are lots of people from Gurage Zone in gen ral n umel -

Gurage in particular who lead a remarkably glamorous life. These pe pie III 

previously trafficked/migrant for certain reasons. Meanwhile, this study ba icall 

negative effects of child trafficking and they will be shown into two form 

trafficki ng on children and impacts of child trafficking on the local communit 

It is observable that Trafficking in children deny a child ' s right to a health hildh 

productive, rewarding, dignified life. This study also found some ca es in that 

victims are subjugated and physically abused by the traffickers, employers and 

Trafficked children are often beaten and abused, and the violence occurs at all ta > th . 

trafficking cycle. Trafficking of migrant children has ,unquestionably affected indi idual hildr 11 

and their communities in various immediate and long term ways. It ometime endan 1 'r th' 

children's lives. The obvious impacts of child trafficking often mentioned are on d t ri ratin ' 

their education, physical and mental development., 

Moreover, the trafficked migrant children are disempowered in many wa , The ar cd 
d k d th la 'e[ ··Ii 'c 

and sold or deceived as bonded labour, treated like property, an wor ' Wl er 
, Wh h t flick d hil [en ·d 

conditions as discussed in the previous parts of the paper. enever t e ra I 
h h n they an 

depressed, or suffering, or face difficulties, or, are tortured, commonly t ey a e n 

tum to as they tend to live in isolated milieu. Even if they have a chance to seek h i . th 'y en 

do not know where to go or what to do or Whom to consult because they are iclim fir I 

and . h . I yers and are afraid 
SurvIve under the control of traffickers or t elr emp 0 

circumst problems from general pc pI al11 n' \\ h III 
ances, they encounter challenges and 

mostly by their own employers. 
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Chi ld lrart ic Ki ng has very adverse impact on trafficked childr . . 
en m t I 1m ' hlld, 'II ill hi 

esearch revealed. Even though some children might benefit f ' . . r fommlftl ll'r m thel Jl' 

village to other towns, a large number of them suffer from their daily li v ful l 

Trafficked children who are contacted for this study stated that had it be n ~ f their 

would have gone back home to their family. Several negative impact call 

However, according to the narratives gathered from trafficked children the foil \ III 

common. 

Physical and Health Effect 

Trafficked children are a bit too sensitive to hardship including labor exploitati Il . 1 hu lh' 

be easily affected by labor work. Most trafficked children interviewed for thi tud 

they have hectic days working long hours which has a short term effect a th 

n 

weak. The long term effect is that they have improper physical growth du t malnutrit i n 111 

the nature of their work (hard work). This study found that most hoe hi n r hil r ' l1 UI1 

children who work in metal work-shops are mainly exposed to infections uch a t ni l ' an ki n 

allergy. Others like children who carry goods suffer from physical pain. Traffick>d hildr 'n 

suffer from various physical pains due to the nature of daily tasks they handle. M t 

work very long hours without any interrupt and they are vulnerable to hunger. Ac rdin' t 

shiners contacted for this study, they often get to eat only once or fortunately twice ada . In u h 

h d d h I l -Iley al e,xperi ' /1 • a way t ey evelop a chronic stomachache ue to t e sever lunger. 

tiredness and irritation because of working too ~any hours complying with their ph i al an 

mental capacity. They usually reveal the irritation through antisocial de tru ti" 

uncommunicative behaviors. 

r 

Based on the findings of this research most trafficked children are victims of n gle t. Th a c 

de . d " h I h nd education In fa t th ' pnve of their Immediate needs such as food, ea t care a . 
P'd . d' officer from F - , th rOVI ed with the required clothing as well. Accor 1I1g to an 
ch'ld h . II spanked for their a Ii 

I ren go through is quite severing, Most of them are P . YSlca y . . 
ar . d . them seriou h alt h 1m Jnl1CI1 

e JU ged wrong. This physically beatmg may even cause 

Rape is also another trouble for some trafficked girls. All the above fonn 
surrou d' d . me related studie . hi I r ' /1 e . i ~\11 

n lI1g trafficked children, as majorly state 111 so . 
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· I trafficked into the domestic labour are susceptible t I glr 5 0 sexua a u e 

e vulnerable to contracting sexually transmitted diseases . I d' II ar ' mc u mg I / I '. 

\'orkers street children, child labourers are all vulnerable to rape and I I " \ ' sexua c 'P Ilall n 

t high risk of contracting HIV I AIDS. The following fact taken f k ' r a rom a ' ey Inl' rm nt m ni Ie 

the problem discussed above. 

Case 

Worknesh, 18, trafficked from Arekit town three years ago. She currently works in a r st uran S 

used to be badly abused in a hotel for some time and then she started working in th r S ur n 

She says, "I have been raped by a man who was my co-worker, and I was th n tt m 

another attack by my own employer". For such children, the risk of getting any tr n ml 

diseases exists . 

Worknesh is probably one of the few women who dare publicize a phy ical and . ' U I 'I II 

against them. Such physical and health impacts are intertwined with con cqu n > 

local community as well. There were few cases found in this study, former traffi k'd \\ m'll ' 

back home with epidemics like HIV/AIDS, and it seriously affect their falllili· 'Ind th' 

surrounding society in general. 

Social and Economic Effect 

According to the narratives gathered from children who are trafficked from Gumer I or ,d In 

Addis Ababa, victims of trafficking typically suffer adverse effects to their social and du ali rwl 

development. Many have no family life and are fcrced to work at young ages. 

school or family support, and cut off from normal social activities, they fai l I d vel 

potential. Based on the findings of this study these trafficked children are al under 

restriction, they have little contact with the outside world and often do not ha e the p 

s k hi' . I' Ie lce and abu e the ee e p. When they are victims of phYSIcal and emotlOna VIO I 

be life-threatening and long ternl. 

V' t' b th age of 10 and 1 . Th 
Ie Ims of trafficking included in this research are etween . e 

in an . . I and attention. Anum r 
environment where they are not gIven parenta care 

report d . . f the physical di tan 
e that they miss their family ternbly because 0 . 

Ab w; do some 2 0 km ar r m Ih 
aba where the. children live and work and the Gumer ore 
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Emotional E ffcct 

Trafficked children often get into emotional stress due to their degraded ociallife. In m 

children go to towns to live and work with people whom they never met b r Clor . m ti m\;. II 

might know the people around them including their employer but they feel h me i k 

they don't have their families around. They also have very little income which a I Ih i 

emotional strength to work and better their life in the future. 

In the course of this study the researcher employed in-depth interviews with key in m1 nl and 

FGDs with children who have been trafficked from Gumer Woreda to Addi Ababa. !\ i ni I Hn 

number of respondents have stated feelings of shame, guilt and low en e f w rut an II' 

frequently stigmatized. They often feel deceived, especially if the trafficker was 

had trusted. These factors as well as the experience itself can cause nightmar> 

and feelings of hopelessness, weakness, and sadness among victims of traffickin 

researcher observation on the working compounds of victims of trafficking and in! 'r i '\\ $ \\ ith 

some employers of trafficked children, it was confim1ed that some children \Vh 

trafficked from Gumer-Gurage tum to substance abuse to stop thinking about their p hi l ain , 

and some have suicidal thoughts. 

One respondent of this study expressed her emotio~al effect for she was trafficked t ddi ' 

Ababa and had been a worker in a small restaurant for sometime. 

Case 

. . from Arekit town to Add is a 
Zahra IS 21 years old She was a former trafficked young woman H t 
b · d h otion or felling as folio : I 
ut, now reintegrated with her family. She expresse er em . .' hi ' Add s 

. . f I as workrng rn a ot rn I 
Inferior; I'm afraid my friends will suspect me a prostitute or w , d d 
Ab . f th m I quit school I m not a sun , a 

aba . We can't be as close as before. I'm different rom e . . ' h h 
, d Ik b t me behrnd my ba ck. ml 
I III no longer a virgin. I'm afraid their parents woul ta a ou I If. s m s 
h· , . "z h serted that she has a ow se 

t Ink I m trying to lead their daughters off target. . a ra as 

she thought the social exclusion on her is getting tough. 

Psychological I m pact 

i III . B . h h s learned that Ih . , ;) 
. ased on facts obtained from trafficked children the researc er a 

d· II (; rved of v . . • periences are Ir c 
anous Psychological impacts. These traumatlzmg ex 

r 111 
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the ir nan'ation and acts . Some of the psychological effects the re ear h r 

from the children narratives in the course of this study include: identity ri i , 

depression, dependency and low self esteem, loss of trust and so on. 

nd il.line 

iii la i n 

Identity crisis: Most children are trafficked at the early stage of their live and rc ft n un I 

to sustain their cultural values and norms in that they encounter probl m calC rii'i I 

themselves to an intimate group. This has been practically observed by the re e r h r. 

Social Isolation: The children feel isolated for they do not have very intimat f: mil 

The labour exploitation and abuse also traumatize the children. Mostly they handl 

with very low dignity, and that worsens their intimacy with their family mcm 

people around them. Depression is also another reality of the victims of traffickin 

m 111 ' I • 

forces the children to be isolated. Most of them do very tiring jobs which are nhk ' ; h J1 • 

they feel dejected about the fact that they are unable to come up with life. 

Dependency and low self esteem: Most trafficked children who were participants in Ihi ' W ' 

feel very dependent on their employers. They are shaped to feel inconsiderate of III >ir abiliti . ' t 

independently work and prosper. They prefer to go through troubles in the hand r til ·il 

exploiters instead of detemlining their own destiny. 

Loss of trust: Trafficked children feel that they have been directed towards their traumati zin ' 

life by people or close relatives. Thus, they lose the trust that they have on anyone, 

5.1.8.2 The Effects of Child Trafficking on the Local Community 

Ch'ld f . . hi· mmunity in particular and I tra fickmg IS a very complex concept as a pro em m a co 
in . . . considered as a h rt ut t 

general. Especially in community/society where migration IS 

li~ . . . d·fficult to identif the h rt 
e opportunIties, the problems are deep rooted. It IS very I I 

rei d . . I and downs childr n thr u h 
ate with child trafficking, but still one can pomt out t le ups . 

und 1 . .' d'ate community c uld a 
er t le Circumstances. Thus, their parents and their ·Imme I 

directly or indirectly. 
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Trafficking can be looked at from different points of view. Th re 'J he h:.t 

'Ilterviews with selected government officials from the wored d " . I a a mlJ1l lratl n 

informant, an official who represented the Gumer Woreda District Child Ri ght 

Office, asserted his observation on trafficking in the following words: 

Trafficking in Gurage Zone in general and among the GU/'Ier Gura e . , - OllllllUlI/t III 

particular is about a violation in trust. Trafficking takes place, because 01/ individuo/ , " 0 

has trust with either an individual, or family makes false promises of a b (( r f Ul ur ' I 

another individual and that is believable and offers them to say, I, as an indi idual, //I i 

decide to go or may allow a family member to go to Addis Ababa. II really C 1/1 ' d 1\111 to 

that misconception whether it is trafficking or migration. A trafficker lies, prOIl k ' , 'r 

false promises, offers exaggerated education or employment opporlunities, and sa III 1" 

is a better future for you. Not far from now but immediately your future will sudd 'lI l (I t 

better and you will have the chance to support your family 100. Thai is whailro I kill ' i, 

a!! about. In our locality the people including those concerned bodies are 11 I II' ,/I /11 ' If" 

of the issue. This results many problem not only on the children who hav b '(> 11 II'I I k ' I 

to urban areas but also on the local cOl/lmun ity. Trafficked children ould b I ohll It/. 
exploited and neglected their rights. It has also many effects on their parellt ' olld tli 110 01 

cOllllllul1ity as well. Therefore, trafficking as a human and social proble/ll /10.1' l 't 10 I" 

internalized in the sallie manner as murder, rape, and other socially illlll/oral a I '. 111(1,\ 

this happens, it may 110t be possible to organize concerted resistallce by civil sO 'i ,t 0111 

also to take appropriate steps to combatlrafficking by the government bodies, " (III I 

the international community. 

C) 

nit 

This research carried out a series of FGDs with members of the local communit in th> ru il l 

study sites. One fact is that child trafficking encourages dependency of families on the r'millan ' 

sent by the trafficked children if that truly happens. Another could be the fact that th UI11 or 

Woreda does not have the chance to exploit the ' skilled man power [rom the child ren, Fal11ille 

Who are engaged in farming and cattle breeding or livestock production ha e al en un 'r 

h'ld 'd arture Th > tr I cd problems in handling every task on their own after the c I ren s ep . 
. ~ I I I \\' \ C • he 

children come back to their families while being reintegrated or beIng unsucce u . 
. th . education Th I ' ve a . I II 

Worst thmg is that it is often too late for them properly resume elr . 

their life that could not be easily filled with the corrective measures they take. 

d 56 I urrentl r' id ' In 
A COInmunity leader in Zizencho and Teredo PA, Ato Yilma age \ 1 

Zizencho \/1'llage, expressing his own perspecti e. lie ta' magnifies the issue 
amo ort from their childen 

ng the Gumer-Gurage community cannot get supp 
. Ii . I a t <.:111 \\ rk \\ hi h 

traffi k Y'l fanning is de HlIte y 
C ed to various towns. According to Ato I rna, 

th" ar ' 

9S 



mostly needs a large amount of labour force that need t be ex 11 d fr 111 Inil I11cml r . II 

also ex presses the fact that some trafficked town dwellers come back home \ ilh cr 

like HIV/AIDS. Nowadays it is more or less becoming common that children re In 

tem1S of both their labour and welfare. After all this anguish, the remittance and di nit 

from the children is not satisfactory for the endless needs in their families' h u eh Id. 

problem regarding families, especially parents is missing their children and worryin a 

wellness. As far as the observation for this study is concerned there aren ' t r I 

working in private or government workers' associations. That, in turn a ra t . j 

situations. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

6. Conclusion and Recommendations 

Conclusion 

Child trafficking as a social process used to be entirely overlooked by re ear h r and 

grabbed the attention of organizations engaged in related sectors. The global 

trafficking indicates that it has been given very little attention by 

stakeholders in terms of discovering, analyzing and overcoming the social pr bl·m . in 

year 2000, many international, governmental and non-governmental organizati n 

engaged in studies concerning the issue. The UN Optional Protocol (2000) in pan i uh r 'a\ ' fI 

to several researches on child trafficking, and several firms emerged with th id 'a 

remarkable researches on trafficking. In spite of the involvement of the e c n rn 

little has been done so far in combating the problem. 

m ibll 

di· . ' f )' 

According to studies Africa takes the second largest portion of the impact f child tf(! fi kin 

The continent is severely affected by both internal and external trafficking next t 

the problems, meaning push and pull factors and the co~sequences of human trameki,,' all 

trafficking in children in particular are aggravated due to governments' lenient alti LU e J1 

children's issues and governments ' poor law enforcement. In-country traffi ck in ' a 

this research is very complicated that it is not very easily resolved by the currentl y mad 

tll ied III 

B d . . ' b . r social problem in Ethi fa a 
ase on m-country profiles, ch!ld traffickmg has ecome a maJo 

w II Th' . .' . h h th S uthern Nation ati nalit ic n 
e . e variOus studies conducted 10 EthIOpia, s ow t at e 0 

P I ' h G Z ne take the lin ' 'ha c 
eop e s Republic, especially the Gurage Zone and t e amo 0 

ch'ld f ' t mal tram kin ' in Lh ' 
I ren trafficked for many reasons. In the general context 0 In e 

it' b . th on goings rel ating hild lra 
IS 0 served that very few organizations pay attentIOn to e 

as for reversing the situation to reduce the risks. 

Thi Ilforeda was the mai n ~ II arc: h 'n 
s study focuses on Guraoe Zone from where Gumer m 

the r t:> • I socio-economic ult ll ra l an 
esearcher studied various aspects of the physlca, 

li ti ;)1 
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[t iT'S of Gumer lVureda area to find out factual infonnatio' I ' . se I b n In VO In ' Illdl \,:1 . 

the research incorporates through observational infonnation about t ffi k d . 
ra I hlld 'n Ih i 

~ milies and the negative effects on the local community It h b ' . 
Ja . as een View d that 1m I ' ll 
governmental and non-governmental bodies give very little attention to the pr bl m . u il I 

believed that all stakeholders, such as the Police Office Women's Afr. · B 
' lairs urcau and th hll 

Rights Protection Unit and other concerned bodies need to have the awarene 

resolve matters relating to child trafficking in Gumer Woreda. 

Based on the findings in this research both the push and pull factors fuel the cri hil 

trafficking problems. Even though, the push factors stated above in the summary p 'd u hil 

trafficking, in general by chasing children away from their home village or t wn du [ 111\.:1/ 

impoverished lives. Traffickers use several methods to traffic children, and f; mil i tl ndl I 

relatives also backup these wrong doers by assisting the departure of children. A Ira I kin i 

also seasonall y practiced, holidays especially 'MeskeI' and 'Are/a' mostly open the d r 

traffi cking through returnees for the occasions. The summer season is al 0 an ther 

child trafficking, when chi ldren travel to their family or relatives living in Add i Aba a r 111 \,: 1 

towns. 

The above mentioned internal trafficking at times changes its form into external traffi In' 

exposing women and girls to travels abroad as immigrants mainly to the Midd le -a I. 'n , 

women and children are also trafficked to South Africa and other countries. 

In most cases children are vulnerable to trafficki~g in the various occasions menti ned a e. 

Both boys and girls are affected by child trafficking, but the vulnerability is more ' er 

It . . I bl s being di ad anla cd IS nom1ally obvious that girls are more vulnerable to socia pro em 
S . II . . II th y go through trauma i/ing 

OCla y as well as economically. In their traffickmg destmy as we e 
. . . act of ehildt ra I 'in' eXpenence in which they hardl y escape from. In general the negative Imp 

se . I . . d t age pregnan tha t m 1' ( 'I no us y affec t girls as they also become victims of unwante een 
twist I . . . h Id b ble to live a life in fre d s t lelr Impoverished reality. All human bemgs s ou ea . 
the - . . ' t 'obs with decent pa. hll r'l1 111 Yare above the m1l1Ul1um workmg age - have decen J 

panic I I . fl I rk of their choice. u ar s lOuld be in school to prepare for meamng u wo 
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Basically, child trafficking severely affects the children directl ··t I '. 
. y, I a n gatl v I 1m I t I I 

arents or family or theIr community in general. In this research 't ' d p ,I IS un erst d that lh 
community also has lots of things to lose for letting children go t f h . . • ou 0 I elr aCII \! 
environment. The overall impact of these influences may also have a negali e ~ I r n h 

development of the country. 

Although child trafficking is a problem of both developed and developing untri it i 

manifested in different fomls and patterns. Similarly the magnitude and crit hil 

trafficking may vary from one culture to another and from one country t an th I . 

sustainable program or project which aims at combating a social problem sh uld be ba d 

sufficiently accurate understanding of the dimensions and degree of the problem. Thi rl: ' I I 

has contributed a little compared to the magnitude of vast child trafficking pr blem 

witnessed in GUlller Woreda, Gurage Zone in the course of data gathering for th i 

study pioneered the whole child trafficking issue, at this particular area, it is lil,H 

more studies are conducted to point out the sever setbacks involving child trani king ill Ul iJ" 

Zone or the country in general. Governmental and non-governmental policy maker 

complimenting researches, need to start acting on the issue. 

Coordinated efforts are needed to stop and prevent child trafficking. Government r 'ani7uli n 

and NGOs deal ing with child trafficking in particular and child rights protection and hild \\' 11 -

being in general are key players in bridging political, governmental and social con em , and in 

. . h 'fi t t advance pu Ii Ii \ umtlllg many partners in a common reason. Throug speci IC s eps 0 .; ' 

awareness and response, it is possible to end the irritation of child trafficking to h Id Ira Ii 

of . bl d b 'ld a protecti ve en ir nm nl t cnmes of trafficking of children accounta e, an to UI 

children safe from harm. 

Recommendations 

10 I' t' any way gencrali7 
e lew recommendations forwarded by this research are no III 

pr '. . .. db d on the findin ' Ih ' 
evadl11g situation of child trafficking; but they are Irame ase 

IS obv' I' . . . r: and complication based on the anthr 
10US t 1at child traffickmg has varIOUS 101 . n h w th . 

nature f . mmend its own per pc II C 
o a certain society. So, this study trIes to reco 
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obleI11S can be alleviated at least to influence respective b d' b ' pr 0 les to e c n Idcr t the rc n 

circumstances, 

The UN Protocol (2000), to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Per n 

Women and Children is a convention that is signed by many cou t' b ' n nes, ut not ,thl 

ial l 

international conventions fill in the gap of child right protection duties of the I cal cmml:n 

and non goverrunent organizations. It would be significantly beneficiary for "thi pia I rati th 

convention to get a complementary service on the sector. 

Stakeholders need to set up awareness creating programs to impact especiall in um r IV ,. . to 

of Gurage Zone where child trafficking is increasing at an alarming rate for it i c nil 

shortcut for the whole families well being. Such responsible bodies need to g b y nd l:t tl • 

awareness by acting upon eradicating the problems involving traffick in ) t 

community, 

In Gumer Woreda, Gurage Zone child trafficking is conducted under thc pr tex t f mi ' I li H1 

which should be discouraged. These two 'social ills' must be clearly made 3\ ar' t thi 

particular community that people have to know the risks that come along, In line with lhi , 

Rights Protection Units, Women's Affairs Bureau, Youth and Sport enter and the 

responsible organizations in Gumer Woreda need to be made aware of the pr blems and tl!' , 

should also be financed to tackle the troubles relating-victims of trafficking, 

There are factors connected with fueling child trafficking identifying them could mak tit >' 

simpler in terms of taking actions. Poverty and luck of social services are among lit · l11 aj 

factors which aggravate the problems. These cau~es need to be abolished to dry child tra I kin ' 

from the source. Poverty reductions activities need to be facilitated which will in tum illl r 

'I " . G ,~da Gurag nc \\ ill 
aVal abilIty of social services. Thus, children and parents III umer ore 

, ' f th ' n d ill Ihelr 
not be impacted by traffickers since they have enough prOVISIOn 0 eIr 

surrounding incl uding job opportunities, 
,. I h' . "d' d to prey nt r r du 

ntis research it has been viewed that the natIOnal poiJcles eSlg
ne 

- enou h in I m1 
trafficking, to prosecute traffickers ami, to protect the victims are not strong 
their f" ' I d governmental or 'an 11 'cd I 

e lecllveness. Concerned governmenta an non-
co ' . I 'Id trafficking rat ' Th> > r' 

mprehenSlve policy on alerting the current domestic C 11 , 
bod' d' ate child trani kin ' umer II 0 ./, 

tes need to work hand-in-hand to reduce or even era IC 
s ' - , to this idea go mmcnl 11 n n 
peclfically and the whole country in general. In relatIOn 

hll 
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1t stakeholders need to identify traffickers and they should di ur 
governme1 . 

They also need to allevIate problems related to victim's children and their mmunit r. doers, 
, there is a lack of relevant and comprehensive data on the problem of internal II Stnce 

fi k' g there is a need of conducting further research in order to condu t mpl m nt' traf IC In , 

d' n factors that contribute to trafficking in children and the impacts of traffickin n II t.: stu les 0 

" their family and the country at large. Victims, 
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APPENDICES 

Introduction 

Good morning! good afternoon 

My name is Daniel Fekadu. I am a post graduate student in AAU in the department 

Anthropology. Currently I am conducting my thesis research entitled "Child Tram kin 

Gurage Zone to Addis Ababa: the Case of Gumer Woreda". 

n11 th' 

The purpose of the study is to identify the major factors contributing to th 1Iin rn ilil 

children to trafficking from Gumer Woreda to Addis Ababa, to identify the ~ rm and pr • 

child trafficking and its effects on children and the local community and 

problem solving recommendations on the basis of the research findings . The r ult 

will be used to effective programs and strategies to curb the problem. 

tl1' IU ) 

Before we start the interview IFGD I would like to thank you in advance ~ r parti ip<lt in ill hi 

study. I would also like to state that all your responses to the question will remain tri tl ' 

confidential, as some of the questions are too personal. If there are any question that ar' un leo 

please let me know and I can clarify further. If you do not feel comfortable an werin' pic ' "I 

free to let me know and we will move to the next question. I will not take much of ur tim ' . 

Would you agree freely to participate in this inter,view? 

A) Yes, I agree freely B) No, I don't agree 

If yes, I would like to begin the interview 

If no, thank you 
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APpendix-l 

Interview check list 

1) Guiding Questions 

nore a 0 urage Zone to Addi J) Guiding questions to children trafficked from Gumer m d f G 

Ababa 

A) To obtain personal and Family background information 

Name _------- Sex "----- Age ----

Birth Place -----------------

Place of Interview Date Time: from ---------- ------ -----

Current li ving address _________ Current Occupation --- -------

I. ,Have you ever attend formal education before you left your birth place? 

• If your answer to the above question is yes, what grade level did you complete? 

• If your answer to the above question is no, why didn't you attend at all? 

2, Are your father and mother alive? 

1, How old is your parent/guardian? 

t Are your father and mother living together? Or Separated? Or Divorced? 

• If they are separated or divorced, did you know the cause? And how d y u fe I <1 U 

that? 

5, Do your father and mother have a source of income? 

• If they have, what is their source of income? 

B) T . " bTty f children to traffiekin 
o Investigate the factors that contributes to the vulnera I I 0 

I. How d'd 
1 you come to Addis Ababa? 

, What ( . I d to come to Addi 
actors pushed and pulled you to leave your birth p ace an 
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D
'd yOU have any information about Addis Ababa before I ~ , J, I you ed your birth pi e? 

What was your expectation about Addis Ababa when you I ft b' ( e your Irth place? 

l 
Did you have relative(s) in Addis Ababa when you left your birth I ? , pace . 

~ , When did you leave your birthplace and arrive at Addis Ababa? 

1'\ To assess the actors involved, process of recruitment and transport to f hOld ' 
'vI a Ion 0 C I trafficklll' 

With whom did you come to Addis Ababa? 

I, What was the means of transportation that you used to come to Addis Ababa? 

~. How much time and cost did it take you to reach to Addis Ababa? And who cover d lh I 

~, If your answer to the above question is other person? Answer the following que tions. 

10, What kinds of relationship did exist between you and that person? How did he/ he threat I U 11 

the process? 

II ,Did you consult other people (like your parents) to decide to come to Addis Abab 

advice did you get? 

. , wh.1I 

11. Were there any problems that you have faced on the way? If your answer to this que ti 11 I 

could you explain those problems? 

IJ. At what particular season did you come to Addis Ababa and why was this spe ifi tim ' 

preferred? 

It At what specific place in Addis Ababa did you first stop and at what time was it? With wh m did 

you pass the early days/weeks/months or years after you arrived to Addis Ababa? Have f U > er 

known that person/people before? 

II. With whom do you live now? With whom did you pass the early days/weeks/month r " a 

after you arrived to Addis Ababa? Where and with whom do you live now? 

16. How did you spend the early days/weeks/ months/years in'Addis Ababa? 

D. To investigate the challenges and effects of trafficking on children 

17 H dd' Ab ba? If yes could ou Illcnti n n 
. ave you faced any problem since you come to A IS a 0 , 

e I' . ak t vercome those pr blcm 
xp am those problems? What measures have you t en 00 

18. What' d . explain your current e 
IS your current means of survival? How 0 you 

How . 0 ther work before? 
much you earn in a month? Did you engage III 0 

n 1111 la lU ? 

112 



9 Are Y
OU working fo r other person? If you are working fio th I ' r 0 er per on 

* How many hours do you work per day? How much are you paid for the work? 

* How are you treated by your employer? How do you feel the rei t' h' b a Ions Ip etween u n 

your employer? 

In Guiding Questions to parents/guardian/community leaders whose children are trafficked 

Name of the parent/guardian/community leader ____ _ Sex: __ Age: _ 

Place of birth: _ ______ _ 

Place of interview: ___ _ ___________ _ 

Date: _______ _ Time: from ____ to __ Current occupation: _ _ _ 

Causes of child t,"a ffi ck ing 

I. What are the factors contributing to children ' s vulnerability to trafficking in your loca lit 

2, what pushes and anracts ch i Id ren to leave their birth place to Addis Ababa 

l, Why is your child trafficked to Addis Ababa? 

4, Did your child consult you when he/she had decided to leave hislher locality to Addi Ababa? If ur 

child has consulted you, what \vas your response and why did you say so? 

I,At what age and specific period did your child leave to Addis Ababa? 

B) Processes of recruitment and Transportation of Children 

6, How was your ch ild trafficked to Addis Ababa? 

1, With whom your ch ild dec ided to start the journey to Addis Ababa? 

i, Did yo ' d Add's Ababa? u remember for what reason your chd went to 1 ' 

9. How long does it take yo u to meet with your child? 
. b t ur hil . 

10 Wh . I kilOW the information au ' 
. at Information do you have about your child? Who et you 
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blems and C ha ll enges of Trafficking in children 
C) pro 

II. What kind of relat ionships do you have with your child after he/she is trafficked to Addi Ababa 

12. Are you happy with the condition of your child? If yes, why? If not, why not? 

\3. How do you feel the challenges faced by your child in adopting the urban life and hi slher urvi 31 

strategies? 

14. How do you describe the effect of trafficking on the lives of trafficked children, their parent and thei r 

community at large? 

0) possible Suggestions to mitigate the practice of Child Trafficking 

IS. What measures do you suggest to be taken to combat the problem of child trafficking? 

16 What measures do you suggest to curb the trafficking of children in Gumer Woreda, Gurage Z n 

20. Do you have any point to add? 
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V 
Guidino Questio ns to NGO workers and civil serva t t' . I . b d t t t' n s 0 lOve f1 ga le th '. ' ~ 

R
ecruitment an ranspor a IOn process, magnitude a d ft' . .Ill n elects of child traffickilllO 

to ' 

__ ----- ---- Sex: Name:_ ---- Age: ---

Organization: _ - --- -----Position: ---__ _ 

Contact 
d tail : 

---------------------------------------------
Date of completion: ---- ------ Time: from to --- - - -

Is child trafficking recognized by the Ethiopian Government (e.g. by establishing a nati n I I 

adopting a national action plan or other policy on child trafficking or in public p liti (i 
statement)? If so in what ways? 

I. Is there a centralized national registration system for victims of trafficking in human bein ' In 

general and children' s in particular in Ethiopia? If so, where is it allocated? 

1. If yes to Q.2, is data di saggregated by age and gender of identified victims? 

l. If yes to Q.2, which fo rm s of exploitation of victims of trafficking are included in the centrali ' ~d 

national data coll ection system? Please tick. 

· Sexual exploitation - --
· Labor exploitation _ _ _ 

· Slavery/servitude 
· Begging 

· Criminal activities - --
· Illegal adoptions 
· Forced marriages 

· Exploitation in armed forces - --

Others, pleas speci fy _ _ _ __ ---------------- ---

Comments and sources: _ _ ___ --------------- ----

. C ld . . t fficking frorn the GUl11cr ura ' 
ou you explain the reason for children's vulnerabIlity to ra I 

Zon t . . . I I rtical or any other rea on 
e 0 AddiS Ababa? Is it for economiC, social, cu tura ,po I , 

I Wh f h'ld wifficking? H wand wh 
. 0 are the main actors involved in the recruitment process 0 c I 

do they operate? 
I. Ho

ware 
h'l ffi ked to Addis Ababa? 

C I dren from the Gumer, Gurage Zone tra . Ie 
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7. What is the [ate of children trafficked to Addis Ababa? Do th nJ an 

any problem? 

8. Could you explain the kind of problems that the trafficked children face? I 

cultural, psychological, health or any other? 

9. What are the challenges of trafficking on the lives of children and their c mmunity 

10. What are the impacts of child trafficking in trafficked children parents, their mmunil an h · 

country at large? 

I J. What efforts by whom and which organization have so far exerted to deal with th hil 

trafficking in Gumer woreda, Gurage Zone? 

12. Do you have any point to add? 

~ Questions to Child Protection Units, youth and sport center, Women's Affair " ffic cr Ill ' 

Police and Courts 

Name of the organization: ____________ _ 

Representative of the organization ___________ Sex: _ _ Ag : ---

Birth Place: -------

Place of interview: Date: Time: from __ t ---------- -------

I. What are the local legal considerations of child trafficking? 

2. What are the roles of courts and police as far as th~ issue of child trafficking is c n em d? 

3. Are there any legal and policy gaps as far as the issue of child trafficking ill um r ura 't: Z Ill! 

. " ." what are those legislati 
IS concerned? If your answer to thiS question IS yes, . 

. " d ffi k' " the study area? 
that contribute to the prevalence of chd tra IC ll1g 111 . . 

4. Do you have any point to add? 
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APpcndix- 2 

2) Guiding Questions for Focus Group O' .' ISCU sions 

I). Guiding Questions for Focus Group disc' . USSlOns with traffick d I 'Id . 
causes, forms, recruitment transportaf e c 11 ren to In c ti 'at til , lOn, process and ch'" f 
children. This guiding question can lb' a enges 0 the pr:J ti 
modifications. a so e to remtegrated children with 

0 11 

III 

1. General Information 

Specific site/place: ______ Date of Discussion 

Name of the fac ilitator (moderator) ________ Time: fr m 

Name of the Assistant Researcher: ----------------------

Participants Age Sex Marital Occupation! Contribulion 

status experiences 

1. General Points of Discussion 
7. Social, economic, cultural, demographic characte:istics of children vulnerabilit t Ira fi In I 111 

the study area 

8. Reasons of children for leaving their birth-place to Addis Ababa 

9. Factors contributing to trafficking in the . study area (if any", social cultural. e n 1111 

demographi c) 
10. Methods of recruitment: How are most children trafficked from the Gumer ura en ? Vha I. 

your experience as far as this issue is concerned? 

II. The magnitude of child trafficking in the study area 

12. The challenges and problems of trafficking on children 

13. The impact (positive/negative) of trafficking on parents/local communit 

14. The physical, health, emotional, psychological , social and economic tate 

hil r n 
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15 . Adoption of child related policies and laws vis-a.-vis child tr Ii king 

2. Specific question to be asked to investigate 

A. Causes of child trafficking 

I' Why and how do you come to Addis Ababa? 

I' How (if any, with whom) did you come to Addis Ababa? 

I' Do you know that why are children trafficked from their original place? 

I' Could you tell any information about the person, if any, who are enga d in r rui in ' hil r n 

from Gumer Gurage areas and then, transporting them to Addis Ababa? 

B. Process of recruitment and transportation of children 

I' What are the techniques employed by the person to recruit children and Iran p rt th 111 1 IS 

Ababa 

I' Could you describe the situation (method by which children are trani k d t 
j, \\ I h 

whom and for what purpose are children trafficked to Addis Ababa and th pr \em hil t 'n 

face on transit and destination) of the trafficking process? 

I' Where or w ith whom did you first meet when you arrive at Addi Aba a . 

C. Challen ge and problems of the Practice on Children 

I' How the natures of work are most trafficked children work? 

I' Do you attend school? How? And When? 

I' What are the problems that you have faced during and after the journey? 

I' What solutions do you suggest to mitigate child trafficking? 

> Do you have any point to add? 

D
. . ,'th Community Ieadcr ~lnd /or cld r 

1I). Guidin <T Questions for Focus Group ISCUSSlO
ns \\ I '. 

•. b . ' h 'tment and transportatIOn pr c c. 
rcllglOus leaders to JIlvestJgate t e causes, recrUi 

challenges of the practice on children 

1. General Information 

Specific site/place: _----- Date of Discussion --- ---

Name of the facilitator (moderator) ------~ 
Time: from _ 10 __ -

Name of the Assistant Researcher: -------- - ------

118 

:I lid 
and 



Name of thc leadcr and cider ,\ 'C Se M.mtJf 

lutUS 

2. Genera l Points of Discu ion 

>- Duties and rights of children in um r Lira e h 
:r Factors contributing to chi ldr n' uln r ililY t 

O~cup lion 

).- Characteri sti cs of children traffick d t !\ddi A a a 
~ Reasons of children to leave their bi rth I la A a 

i{()fclpo\lll<'" 

~ Method of recruitment and relocati n r pr hil d tra Ii kin 

>- The conditi on of children traffick d t Addi A a 
>- Challenges and impacts of traf(ick ing n childr n 
);:- Impacts of child trafficking on parentsJI ca l community 
>- The local legislative and policy provisions on ch ild trafickin child la rand J 'II ita ti n 

) Guiding Questions for Focus Group Discuss ions with Parent 'J uardiall of cllildl' 11 

trafficked to Addis Ababa to investigate the cau 'cs, r CCI"uitrn cnt and tran 'port:ali ull 

processes and challenges of the practice on chi ldrcn 

1. Genera l Information 

Specific site/place: _______ Date of Discu Ion _ _____ _ 

Name of the facilitator (moderator) ________ Time: fr Jl1 

Name of the Assistant Researcher: ---------- ------
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Name of Ihe kJdcr and cider A ge ~c \ 
- Ckcurauon ~'k/fll'"II<''' 1Jrowl , IJIll' 

2. Specific Questions to be asked to inves ti ate th e caus s, proce ' 

trafficking from Gumer-Gurage to Addis Ababa 

and illlp a t - f -hil I 

1) Why was your child trafficked to Addi Ababa? 

2) How was your child trafficked t Addi Ab ba. 

3) Did your child consult yo u when he/ he had d id d I !\ddi 

4) Did you agree or disagree to send yo ur hi ld I 

5) Ifyou agreed,whatwasyourreaso n ~ r d in J thal. lfn t, \ h di u 

6) At what age and specific period did your child leave to Addis Ababa? 

7) With whom did your child decide to go (0 Addi Ababa? 

8) How long does it take you to meet with your ch ild? What 

she decided to go to Addis Ababa? 

ur hild ha \ hl:l1 It - I 

9) What kind of relations do you have with your ch ild after he/she a Iraffi ked t 
di 

10) Are you happy with the condition of your child? Unot \ h ? If e a ain, \ h ? 

11) Was there any challenge/problem that your child!children have faced s far ~ r b in I tra 

12) Did you have any challenge/problem for the reason that your chi ld! hildr n are \Va r 111 h 1111.! ') 

13) Do you have any points to add? 
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V I) G uidin g Qu es ti ons for F cu ' ioll ' "i t ll t 'a 11 ' 1' :t il t! II (I I :IUlllilli I :1t (J 1 In 

investigate the causes, recruitment and tran 'p rtati n PI' 

practice on children 

alld f til ' 

16. Social , economic, cultural, demographic 

the study area 

hi ldr n 1I in r il it t t 

17. Factors contributing to children vulnerability t traffi kin 

18. Factors contributing to children ch dr p ut in 1h tu 

economic? Differences based on g nd r? 

19. Methods of recruitment: Why are childr 11 traffi k d fr 111 lIm r 

experi ence as far as this issue is concern d . (any a ) 

20. The magnitude of child traffi cking in the tudyar a 

21. The challenges and problems of traffi ck ing on childr n 

22. The impact (positive/negative) of traffi ck in n par nt /1 al mmuni l 

23 . The physical, health , emotional, p ychological 

and their school performance? 

24. Adoption of child related policies and laws vis-a-
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A ppcnd ix- 3 

Observation CheckJi ts 

3. Guiding Questions for observation to investigate: 

~ Physical setting of the study area 

• What are the dominant plant species grow in the study area, 

• What are the major crops grow in the area? 

• What are the domestic animals reared in the area? 

• What is the nature of land use in the area? 

• How much hectare of land, on average, is owned by farmer 

• What are the major landforms of the study area? 

• What is the nature of climate/environment of the study area? 

• How does the Gumer Gurage society construct hou es? 

~ The people and means of subsistence 

• What is the means of subsistence in Gumer Woreda? 

• How is the economic activity look like? 

urn r 

in th 

ur 

ar a? 

• How is the cultural norms, beliefs and attitudes among the umer- uragc 

~ Infrastructure 

Z n . 

• Dose the research site have enough health care center, schools, and colle es? 

• What are the qualities and quantities of health care services and school s? 

• Does the research site have electric power, water supply and telephone service? 

• What are other social services available in the research site? 

~ Tasks of children in Research Sites in Gumer Woreda, Gurage Zone 

• What are the major tasks of children at home and outside? 

• What is the nature of works children perform at home? Do the work s not harm th 

being of the children? 

• Is there any gender difference in the allocation of tasks/duties? 

• Do the children get regular salary/payment in exchange of their work? 

• Do all children attend school? Ifnot what do they do at home? 

. • How do the reintegrated children live and interact with their parent /communili 
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r Living and wodong co nditions of T raffi 'k U childr' n In <lui Ababa 

• Where do the trafficked children li ve and work? 

• What is the quality of the houses they li ve in? 

• With whom do they live? 

• What are the major tasks of children? 

• What is the nature of those tasks? Do the ta ks match with th ir ph i I tr nglh and ndur n (; . 

• How is the nature of work and working conditions fo r traffick d hi Idr n 

• What does the physical appearance of children 10 ks lik ? 

• What do children usually eat, drink , and dre ? Where do children sl p g t r t ? 

• How do children interact with their employer and other pe pie. 

• What do children do when they get-off work? 

• Where do children pass most of their tim ? 

• How is the link between trafficked children and their parents/ mmunit in lh' ru ra l ar 'a? 

• What are the challenges, problems and impact of traffi ck in n hil dr 11 ? 
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