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Abstract 

This study was aimed to describe and analyze teachers' involvement in educational 

resea rch in Eastern Gojjam Secondary Schools and to investigate factors that affect their 

involvement in educational resea rch. To achieve these purposes, a descriptive survey 

research method was employed. The participants were 334 teachers from 7 secondary 

schools, 20 directors, woreda and zone educational officers. The data were analyzed usi ng 

percentages, means, xl- test, t-test and/or one-way ANOVA. The data secured through 

interview were analyzed qualitatively. The study found out that most of the teachers have 

attended research courses at universities/colleges. The trend of training teachers in 

seminars, workshops, or in-service training programs in educational research was very low 

and the involvement teachers in educational resea rch were also low. There were no 

convenient channels of communicating research outputs. The majority of teachers had 

medium personal educational research competency and favorable attitude toward 

ed ucational research. Teachers were not rendered appropriate support and recognition. 

There were no functiona l research coordinating unit/structure in the zone, th ere were lack 

of budget allocation, relevant educational literatures in the libraries, equipments and other 

faci lities which help doing educational research. It is suggested that functional research 

coordinating unit should be organized from schools to regiona l level that train teachers and 

develop experience-sharing habits among school s, and create a means that schools get at 

least relevant edu cational literatures, stationery and equipments to satisfy the minimum 

research fac il ities. 



CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

This chapter consists of background "fthe study, statement of the problem, objectives of 

the study, basic research questions, significance o!'the study, delimitation of the study, limitation 

of the study and operational definitions. 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Research is a systematic attempt to obtain answer to meaningful questions about 

phenomena or event through the application of scientific procedures (Koul, 2006). It is one of the 

ways which helps human beings to pin point solutions for problems that they are facing in their 

life. People engage in research activities when they face problems and lack knowledge about 

certain things. Thus, to find solutions for the problems, they need to identify the cause of the 

problems by critically observing their environment, asking and discussing about the problem. In 

thi s process they formulate hypothesis, collt:ct evidence, analyze and interpret the evidellce so as 

to reach on certain conclusions (Yalew, 2006). 

According to Yalew (2006) research is undertaken to develop new ideas, solve problems 

and evaluate programs. Payne and Pyne (2004) noted that two main reasons why people do 

research: intellectual challenge: - the need to fill the gap in knowledge or to test currently 

accepted theories against new evidences and alleviate problems or to improve productivity. 

Research helps to evaluate the contemporary truth for any natural and social aspects in the 

world. Therefore, it seems apparent that research activity and its result serve as a source of new 

knowledge, change and improvement through examining the existing truth. Any truth is open for 

challenge through various investigations for further verification (Mosson & Bromble, 1997). 
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Cohen and Marmion (1994), and Koul (2006) noted that educational research is the 

process of alTiving at dependable solution to educational problems through the application of 

scienti fic method by systematic collection, analysis and interpretation of data in planned ways. 

Research plays a great role in the improvement of educational activities by introducing effective 

and efficient ways of doing things. So research is considered as a key to improve educational 

problems and develop new techniques (Courtney, 1965). The teaching-learning processes become 

effective, up to date and successful if and only if it is supported by educational research. In 

relation to this Hopkins (1993) wrote: 

The purpose of educational research is to focus on continuous search for 
enrichment and improvement of educational process (policy making, 
implementation, teaching and learning), the overall socio- economic 
development effort, as well as the improvement of skill, insight, knowledge 
and value of the individual researcher, teachers and policy-maker (p.7). 

Furthermore, educational research is one type of social research which contributes to the 

quality of education; policy decision-making and improvement of educational practices by 

identifying and evaluating the weak and strong points of the teaching-learning process, 

educational organizations, structure and administrations against the objectives. 

Educational research describes, explains, analyzes and interprets educational phenomena. 

It also helps teachers and educators to assess and reflect their teaching-learning process, explore 

and test new ideas, theories, educational material and methods of teaching. It also contributes 

toward the cognitive, skill and emotional development of the individual as well as the 

development of responsible, achievement-oriented, and problem-solving capabilities (Habtamu, 

2000 & Gemechu, 2006). 

In this regard , one of the proposed strategies to meet the challenges on Ethiopian 

education by Ethiopian Education and Training Policy (ETP) in 1994 was nexus between 

education, training, research and development (TGE, 1994). With reference to research and 
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development, the ETP 5tates that "research of practical societal impact will be given priority and 

the necessary steps will aiso be taken to f:lcilitate the coordinated efforts of all those concerned" 

(p.27). School teachers, apart froill their respollsibility of teaching, are expected to conduct 

educational research in order to solve the day-to-day practical problems of education (AED, 

20'16). Therefore, teachers should be inquisitive in identifying problems and suggesting solutions 

through continuous educational research efforts in areas that have direct or indirect impact on 

education . Supporting this idea Teshome (2004) states that, "it is essential that research be 

compulsory and counted in the assessment of each academic staff" (p.l7). This shows that 

research is an integral component of teaching where teachers shall consider it as one of their 

regular duties and responsibilities. 

However, to conduct educational research, teachers need different institutional and 

personal inputs; like research skill , financial support, interest, reasonable teaching load, library 

and laboratory facilities, cultural context and favorable attitude of decision-makers to ward 

research and researchers (Derebssa, 2000; & Adane, 2000). 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 

In the education and training policy (TGE, 1994) educational research is given special 

emphasis. It is clear that the focus of the ETP in meeting the challenges ofthe teaching-learning 

process and tackle the problem of quality in education is not only by producing teachers who are 

qualified to teach, but also by facilitating conditions to conduct research in classroom siiuations. 

Despite this fact the participation of teachers in research activity is to meet the criteria of 

evaluation as well as career structure (MoE, 2004). In this regard, it is expected that secondary 

school teachers conduct research for improving the teaching learning process, the curriculum as 

well as their professional competence. However, some studies that have been undertaken at 



different times 011 secondary schools reveal that teachers' involvement in edu..:ational research 

was not as e"xpected (Hussen, 2000; Yalew, 2000; Yeshiinebrat, 2000; Abraham, 2004; Yibcltal , 

2006; & Ashenafi, 2007). 

The aforementioned studies so far cover only some secondary schools of Amhara, Afar 

and Oromia regional states of the country. The analyst3 of the studies, except Hussen 's in some 

cases, undertaken by considering teachers as a whole failed to consider relationship of teachers 

characteristics (sex, level of qualification and experience) and teachers involvement in 

4 

educational research. In Hussen's finding, experience was inversely correlated with teacher's 

research involvement. But this idea contradicts with other investigators report (Galton, 2003). In 

addition, past findings had some differences regarding factors affecting teacher's involvement in 

educational research. For instance a study (Abraham, 2004) in Afar region shows that secondary \ 

school teachers had not the problem of over work-load to engage in educational research 

activities. In contrary, studies at Ambo (Yibeltal, 2006), Gelemso (Ashenafi, 2007), Bahir Dar 

\ Yalew, 2006) and Dessie (Hussen, 2000) secondary schools reported that teachers' involvement 

in educational research was affected by high work-load. 

Moreover, although the past studies had high inputs to enhance knowledge of the status of 

educational research and factors affecting teachers' involvement in research, they were limited in 

providing complete information about the involvement of secondary school teachers in research 

activities at national level. So, this shows that the problem yet needs extra studies on different 

geographical settings. 

Experiences showed that teachers of East Gojjam Secondary Schools (EGSS) were heard 

saying that, they were undertaking research for the purpose of step-up on the ladder of the career 

structure as we ll as to fulfill the requirement of their summer and/or distance program courses. 

However, there was 110 any evidence that indicates the extent of the problem in the Zone. This 
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stud y answers, "To what extent do teachers of secondary school in Eastern Gojjam invo lve in 

educational research and what are the factors affecting their invo lvement?" 

1.3. Objectives of the Study 

The genera l objective of this study was to assess the extent of teachers' involvement in 

, 
educational research and to explore factors that affected conducting educational research in 

EGSS. 

The specific objectives of the research are to: 

a. Describe relationships of teacher characteristics (sex, level of qualification and 

experience) and their invo lvement in educational research. 

b. Explore educational issues that were addressed in research outputs and the extent of its 

di ssemination. 

c. Explore relationships of teacher characteristics (sex, level of qualification and experi ence) 

and major factors that affect their involvement in educational research. 

d. Prov ide suggestions for actions that would help promote educational research in 

secondary schools of Eastern Gojjam Zone. 

J.4. Basic Research Questions 

The study was attempted to address the following five basic questions: 

I. What was the status of Eastern Gojjam Secondary School teachers' involvement in 

conducting educational research? 

2. Was there a significant difference among teacher's characteristics (sex, level of 

quali fication and experience) in conducting research? 

3. What types of educational issues were addressed in research papers? 



4. To what extent teachers' research works were di sseminated? 

5. What were the factors that affect teachers' involvc::ment in educational research? 

~ To what extent these factors are related to teacher characteris!ics (sex, level of 

qualification and experience)? 

~ Wh:ch [actors were more responsible to affect teachers' involvement in research 

activities? 

6 

1.5. Significance of the Study 

Research on the status of educational research in secondary schools provides valuable 

information to decision makers at secondary schools including school administrators, supervi sors, 

secondary school teachers, promotion committees and education officers at Woreda, Zonal and 

Regional level. 

Secondary school teachers' benefit from this study since factors that affect their research 

involvement becomes populari zed. By identifying factors that affect their involvement in 

educational research, the result of the current study would enable them to improve their 

participation in educational research through reducing such problems with corroboration of 

concerned bodies. 

Schools, Woreda education offices, Zone education department and Regional education 

bureau can also benefit from the findings of the current research since they obtain information for 

improving teachers ' paIticipation iE research activities . 

Besides, to breadth the perspectives of concerned bodies and educators about the prior 

understanding of the involvement of secondary school teachers in educational research. 
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1.6. Delimitation of the Study 

The study was delimited on the inve~tigation of the status of secondary school teachers' 

involvement in educational research and on the assessment of effects of various factors on their 

involvement. The study was extended to analysis whether there was a significant relationship 

among teachers' characteristics and their involvement as well as factors affecting their 

involvemer.t in educational research. To make so, the researcher was obligated to be delimited in 

Eastern Gojjam Zone to make the study manageable. This Zone was deliberately chosen for the 

study because of the fact that, the researcher was working in the Zone and his stay has helped him 

to see the seriousness of the problem. 

1.7. Limitation of the Study 

During the study the researcher were faced a problem of getting respective infOlmant 

while collecting the data, especially from educational officers of Woreda and Zone, because there 

was a re-arrangement of personnel regarding to business process re-engineering (BPR). So, the 

researcher tried to get information from both the current and the previous officers when it was 

accessible. Sometime it is common to observe that the new representative officers have lack of 

enough inforn1ation and experience about the status of the issue/problem in their organization. 

Hence, this might have its own effect on the results of the study. 
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1.8. Operational Definitions 

The phrases which used in thi s study were defined as fe llow. 

Competence in Educational research : - A teachers' ranges of skill or knowledge in educational 

research as measured by five point scale from very low to very high. 

Attitude towards educational research: - teachers' opinions about educational research as 

measured by five point scale from strongly disagree to strongly agree. 

Involvement in educational research: - the acts of undertaking educational research either 

individually or within group as measured by yes or no options. 



CHAPTER 2: REVIEW OF RELATED LITRATURES 

In this chapter, literatures that go with educational research in general and school based 

teachers' research in particular were discussed. The chapter has been further subdivided into 

subtopics of ed 'lcational research and teachers as researchers. issues! areas of school based 

research, the importance and ways of disseminating teachers' research works, and necessary 

conditions that used for conducting educational research. 

2.1. Educational Research and Teachers as Researchers 

9 

According to Derebssa (2000),"Educational research refers to a systematic attempt to gain 

a better understanding of educational process, generally with the view to improving its 

efficiency" (p .1 79). Therefore, an educational research may help to promote and adjust the 

educational activities to surrounding fast changing environment, because education should serve 

as an instrument to survive in the environment smoothly and appropriately. This implies that the 

tcaching-learning process should be assisted with research findings. Thus, the integration of 

research and teaching as well the needs of teachers as researchers are presented as follows. 

The Integration of Research and Teaching 

At the beginning of twentieth century, as Hattie and Marsh (1996, cited in Desalegn, 

2006) noted, teaching and research were considered to be unrelated entities. The aim of the 

school was assumed to be teaching knowledge, skills and attitudes to students, where as research 

was considered as independent and separate activity. 

However, for the last few decades, the integration of teaching and research becomes 

more recognized (Seyoum, 1998; & Gaitan, 2003). Research plays a great role to enhancing the 

teaching-learning process in one hand, and the teaching-learning activities create an opportunity 
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for undertaking research activities on the other hand (Adane, 2000). For example, some research 

results can be practiceo in actual classroom te&ching-Iearning activities to improve the quality of 

education. Res~arch processes help identify the weak and strong sides of the practiced teaching-

learning activities. Since, suggesting possible solution for teaching-learning problems in schools 

require scientific method of study. This cyclic situation shows the integration of teaching and 

research. 

The ultimate purpose of educational research is examining the existing schooling. 

Mitchell (1985, cited in Adane, 2000) noted that; 

If teaching is not informed by research, it ultimately tends to be more routine 
than involving creativity and reflection of the teacher or may possibly limit 
its scope to merely presenting theoretical ideas developed abroad which, 
perhaps, are not relevant to local situations and needs. Research in this 
respect, is one of the ways by which teachers reflect on their work with their 
studies (p.144). 

Hemsley-Brown and Sharp (2003), on their side remarked the needs for research in 

education by comparing teaching with medicine profession. In medicine, professional decisions, 

such as which treatment to prescribe for a patiicular cond ition, are based on the best available 

research evidence. This ensures that patients receive the most appropriate treatment, with the 

greatest likelihood of success. In contrast, teachers rmely utilise research in their decisions about 

what is best for their pupils. Though, teaching could become an evidence-based profession. 

As Galton (2003) stated, in the past few years a great deal of discussion has taken place 

about the importance of educational research, patiicularly its value to policy makers and its 

usefulness to teachers. Analogous to this suggestion, the current Education and Training policy of 

Ethiopia (TGE, 1994) emphasis the nexus between education, training and research. 
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Teachers as Researchers 

The concept ofteacher-as- researcher is incl:Jded in literature on educational reform 

starting from the middle of twentieth century. According to Y~lew (2000) in Britain teacher~ 

were encouraged to do educational research to faci litate student's learning and to pin point the 

problems that emanate frvm the implementation of a new curriculum, since 1967. In Lhe mid 

1950's teachers of USA began conducting action researches to improve their curricula. Hence, 

teachers start to observe their classroom as well as their school critically experiment different 

situations in their search for the solutions of the problem they encounter, formulate alternative 

solutions, discuss with others and share experience regarding the problem, seek advice from 

others, and at the last they came to some conclusion about the issue. 

In connection to this, Craft (2000, p.28) discussed the following flow of activities that a 

teacher aims to identify as part of his or her work for investigation in order to develop, implement 

and evaluate new approaches. 

I Gathering data J~ 
/ Diagnosing/ldentifyin 

Self-evaluation I Q problems . 
1 1 

Implementing Formulating 
hypothesis hypothesis 

Such on going personal reflections are important trends of teachers, which encourage 

them to be collaborators inrevising curriculum, improving their work environment, 

professionalizing teaching, and developing policy (Johnson, 1993). 

Based on such assumptions it seems that, critical social researchers call for individuals to 

take the solution of their problems into their hands (Kincheloe, 2003). This is because of research 



has its own impact on individual life. Research is a way for development and improvement of 

living. Undel1aking it for such purpose has its own effect on ~chooling. So, it is advisable that 

teachers participate in researcn activities in education. 

Steinberg and Kincheloe (1998) indicated that, teachers are responsible for healthy 

learning of students. Critical teachers must at!mit ihat they are a position of authority in their 

action in support of students within their classroom. To do so, teacher's action should be 

supported with research results of local classroom context. Hence, teachers must involve in 

research activities while teaching (Schratz, \993). 
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Johnson (1993) noted the importance of giving high concern about everyday practical 

problems experienced by teachers, rather than the theoretical problems defined by pure 

researchers within a discipline of knowledge. Researches designed, conducted, and implemented 

by teachers themselves become instrumental to improve teaching in their own classrooms, 

sometimes becoming a staff development project in which teachers establish expertise in 

curriculum developmeI1l and reflective teaching. The prevailing focus of teacher in research is to 

expand the teacher's role as inquirer about teaching and learning through systematic classroom 

research. 

Therefore, teachers should undertake research while teaching for various purposes; as a 

professional development strategy, and as way of school improvement to enhancing students' 

achievement. 

A. Improving Professions Through Research 

Improve teaching technique through teachers' professional development help to 

facilitating the teaching-learning process (Sl!grue & Day, 2002). However, teachers' professional 

development is not a short-cut task. As in the document of MoE (2004) stated , professional 
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development of teachers is understood as a continuous extension of competencies through team 

as well as self study. Teachers can} out experiences from the study collaborative to their 

classrooms while representing their research creatively, using portfolios or stories. Thus, 

teachers' professional development comes through continuously systematic method. Accordingly 

Burnafard and et al (2001) has pointed out that undertaking tea"hers' research in their working 

place/school context is used as one of this method. "Teacher research involves a continuing 

process of self-education, and that as teachers become researchers-in-practice, the practice itself 

is a source of renewal" (p.225). Adane (2000) on his side explained that, conducting research 

activity has a benefit to teachers in renewing their intellectual challenges and prevent them from 

becoming stagnant. Supporting this idea, Johnston (1997, cited in Yeshimberat, 2000) noted that; 

Research is a minor for the teacher because it helps him/her to see retroactive 
what was done effectively and what should be improved. It provides 
information that helps the teacher to be critical of his/her post experiences in 
the instructional process or about new contexts in the teaching learning 
process (p.260). 

Conducting research in education has dual benefit s. The first one is the practitioner 

themselves acquired knowledge and skills within the course of their work about the issue. 

Secondly, practitioners benefit from the research as a means to improve their practice. This 

implies that, the participation of teachers in educational research should get special emphasis. 

Therefore teachers are taken as the first person that undertaken the research activities and utilizes 

its results to improve their teaching skills and experience for enriching the teaching-learning 

process (Yeshimebrat, 2000). In support of this idea Hopkins (2002) noted; 

Good teachers arp. necessarily autonomous in professional judgment. They 
do not need to be told what to do. They are not professionally the 
dependent of researchers, or superintendents, of innovators, and 
supervisors. (p.3!) 



14 

It seems that recognizing this fact that, continuous professional development (CPO) 

provides for all level school teachers of Ethiopia. CPO has been found to be the most effective 

process and system oflearning, experiencing and sharing through teachers ' career (MoE, 2004). 

It is also essential that in order to make effective educational improvements. Since, teachers' 

participation in staff tlevelopment activities results in change and in measurable improvement in 

schools. CPO courses offering to create development opportunities in methodology, classroom 

planning and management. At the end of each module/course, student teachers conducting an 

action research on an issue identified within the classroom, school or local community. 

B. School Improvement Through Research 

Ethiopia is implementing school improvement program (AEO, 2006). School 

improvement is about how the school learning and teaching environment are organized, how 

teachers, pupils and parents are united in purist of quality education. Schools improve their 

performance when programs are organized around the interest, needs and asp irations of teachers. 

pupils and parents and the country at large. 

The current school reform/improvement has sat based on decision-making at its core 

(Burnaford and et ai , 2001 and Johnson, 1993). This newly reform comes with new 

responsibility. Teachers are agents of change and as such are in the front line of educational 

reform (MoE, 2004). In short, teachers are the key to school improvement. So, it is not enough 

for teachers merely to teach the knowledge on the existing text books, they will be called upon to 

make informed decisions. This is because of, as Corey (1953) explained, the lives individuals 

follow is dynamic. Life of today never repeats what was before. Education also passes over such 

changes. The only c:hance is becoming up-to-dated through research. Teacher research is one 

means to that end (Johnson, 1993). In line with this Burnafored and et al (2001) suggested that, 
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having teachers take responsibility and ownership of the educational research process from the 

beginning is crucial to any effort at school reform. 

According to Craft (2000) the ultimate goal of school improvement research is to gather 

knowledge about what makes schools operate successfully. Goynor (1998) on his side noted that, 

in the effective schooling project ones' thought of relationships among such variables as 

academic performance, which is the central variable of the study, and other factors such as 

student learning, student motivation, teacher expectations of student achievement and the 

appropriateness and intensity of instruction. 

Moreover, Johnson (1993) explained, educational research assists practitioners/teachers 

and other stakeholders in identifying the needs, assessing the development processes, and 

evaluating the outcomes of the changes they define, design and implemented. This is because of, 

conducting research activities help the schooling, by making learning more objective and realistic 

to students and by assisting teachers to improve classroom teaching to further learning 

(Huml11udi, 1989 cited in Adane 2000). 

Furthermore, Burnaford and et al (2001) have summarized the benefit of teachers' 

participation in research for school improvement as: 

1. Teachers' research can play an important role in identifying relevant school 
improvement goals and in ascertaining the effectiveness of reform 
programs. 

2. To maximize school reform efforts, teachers need freedom and supp011 in 
choosing questions and pursuing ideas for improving learning and teaching. 

3. There is an affinity between developing good teaching practices and 
engaging in action research, and both are vital for successful school reform 

and renewal programs (p.364). 

Therefore, teachers engaged in research have a great impact on what happens in 

classrooms as well as the whole school program' in the future. The future direction of school 



improvement initiatives will be impacted by the things teachers ' critical inquiry and rigorous 

examination of their own practice ar.d their school programs. 

Studies on Teachers Involvement in Re,earch 
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Some studies have been conducted about the participation of teachers in educational 

research (Hussen, 2000; Yalew, 2000; Yeshimebrat, 2000; Abrahum, 2004; Ashenafi, 2007; & 

Yibeltal, 2006). These studies reported that the extent to which teachers' involvement in 

educational research was very law. The findings depicted that insignificant number of teachers 

had been engaged in educational research. Even some of the teachers had started doing research 

studies at least once in their service years, but could not complete their studies because of 

different reasons (Yalew, 2000). The studies of Seyoum (1998), Yeshimebrat (2000) and Samson 

(2002) revealed that female teachers' participation in research activities was very low compared 

to males'. On the other hand Galton (2003) reported that there was no significant difference 

between male and female teachers in research invol vement. Female teachers are also more 

supportive of personal involvement in research. 

Teaching experience and qualification equip teachers with the necessary knowledge base 

for practicing educational research in their subject areas. Galton (2003) reported those teachers 

with advanced qualifications and more years of teaching experience claimed to have given 

serious consideration to research, while inexperienced teachers appeared to involve in research 

was inadequately. However, Hussen (2000) revealed that teaching experience was inversely 

correlated with teachers ' research involvement; though there was moderate positive correlation 

between teachers ' qualification and their research involvement. 

Researches are accomplished individually or in group. For example, Samson· (2002) made 

an evaluation study on research papers carried out in Awe Zone. He assessed 25 research papers. 
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His results showed that, 32% of the papers were done by teams of teachers and 68% of the papers 

done by individual teachers. 

There was disparity among geographical area that seiected by the researcher as a setting 

area of their research. As Befekadu (2000) and USAID (2007) document indicated, the majority 

of the researches conducted by graduate program of the education faculty 0,' AAU students as 

well as the local school teachers were delimited to the capital cities and the central areas of the 

country, while the country-sides and peripheries are in most cases marginalized. 

Teachers carry out research for different purposes. For example, Yalew (2000) in Bahir­

Dar town teachers conduct research to seek solutions for the problems they encounter in their 

daily routines, for promotion, and for updating their knowledge and enrich their research skills 

and for partial fulfillment of their first degrees. Similarly Ashenafi (2007) found that teachers of 

Gelemso preparatory secondary school carried out their research mainly as partial fulfillment of 

their first degree, and for promotional purpose. 

Involvement in research has its own effect on teachers' professional development as well 

as in school improvement program. Galton (2003) reported in his study, classroom teacher's 

participation in educational research helped them to achieve their aim. In line with this, Hussen 

(2000) in his study also found that teachers' research involvement has a positive effect on their 

understanding of the nature of the teaching-learning process. 

However, there is indication in teachers ' future intentions to undertake research (Yalew, 

2000; & Abraham, 2004). From their result the majority of teachers under the study had planned 

to carry out research. In line with this, Hussen (2000) also reported that, teachers were favorably 

disposed in educational research. But Yalew (2000) have had a threat in two things. The first one, 

some teachers become disappointed when their papers are not accepted rather than learning from 



t.heir weakness. Secondly, the compulsory to conduct research lead to teachers emphasis merely 

rese~rch for promotion from one rank to the next, may excl~ding research for improvement. 

2.2. Areas of Educational Research at the School Levels 
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In recent years there was a range of research activities in the field of education (Riches, 

1986; and Koul, 2006). The large part of educational research is directed towards investigating 

problems related to method of teaching, the curricula, examination/educational measurement and 

test development, instructional materials and facilities, the student, the teacher, the school 

administration and parent-school relationship (PMU,2005; & Habtamu 2000). 

Research on Curriculum, Text Books, Methods of Teaching and Testing 

In a developing country like Ethiopia the school curriculum should change with changes 

in the society. If it remains static, it will have little relevant for the actual needs of the youth and 

society (Koul, 2006). To alleviate such problems there is a need for systematic curriculum 

research. Thus the revision of the curriculum may be worked out on the basis of the research 

findings (Altrichter and et aI, 1993). 

As Koul (2006) expressed, some of the important aspects of curriculum research are 

analysis of curriculum and development, its evaluation, adoption of curriculum to local need as 

well as learners abilities and physical development, concept development in various subjects, 

effectiveness of various teaching methods, human relation in curriculum development, study 

habits and duration of school work. In add ition to this, the preparation of suitable text books and 

other teaching materials is also basic to the success of any attempt at curriculum improvement 

(Habtamu 2000). Thus, not only does the suitability of the existing textbooks need Lo be verified, 

but there also se~ms to be a need for investigation into the best types of textbooks. The research 



would also help us in solving the problems that relate to the vocabulary, content, printing and 

illustrations of textbooks. 

The area of educational measurement and testing has rich potentialities for research 

(Koul, 2006). It concerned with the critical evaluation of the existing forms of tests, the 

construction of valid and reliable tests for measuring t:le educational outcomes of teaching 

specific subjects and of various educational activities. 

Educational Research in and around the School 

Important areas of research related to students are school admissions, academic 

achievement in schools, social determinants, needs of children, influence of peer group, 

characteristics of learners, and children with special need (Koul, 2006; and Habtamu, 2000). 

19 

Among others, teachers' personality, enthusiasm, appraisal, incentive, needs are the 

important factors in the teaching situation. Research will help us in identifying the personality 

characteri sti cs that influence teaching. It helps also in finding solution~ to problems related to the 

administration of education so as to make it efficient and effective. To realize these aims, it 

would be worth-while to undertake research in the areas of staff personnel administration, 

educational planning, school plant planning, school organization, business administration, 

education of ins tit uti OIlS, management theory, administration and supervision(Burnaford and et 

ai, 200 I; and Habtamu, 2000). 

The role and function of the school should be determined in light of the needs of the 

specific community background. In the problem of delinquency and choice of the students, the 

study of social factors, joint family and cultural background of the community are also important 

problems relating to cultures, rural community, community development, industrialization, 

urbanization crime and family need to be investigated thoroughly (Koul, 2006). 
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Research Attempts and Related Issues 

Koul (2006) has pointed out th&t res~arch priorities areas in India, some of the most 

important include pertaining to basic process und"!r1ying learning and instruction, designing of 

instruction in terms of feasible strategies, and dimensions of instructional systems underlying 

varieties of learning outcomes, class room climate, leadership styles, student activism and umest 

and stress, teachers' role and teachers' morale, the impact of societal factor on students academic 

achievement in schools, learners need, educational administration and supervision. 

As Habtamu (2000) repotied; Ministry of Education teams have listed dozens of 

problems. Some of the most important areas are; the quality of teacher in terms of training and 

motivation, the curricula at various levels, text books, teaching materials and various school 

facilities, the quality of education, the participation of p&rents, teachers and community in 

educational program, the examinations, and decision making power of educational administrators 

and organizations. 

In the past three decades, educational researchers (such as Higher Institution Instructors, 

students of school of graduate, other education officials), have been attempting to study several 

problems related to the educational system in Ethiopia (Habtamu, 2000; Amare, 2000; & 

Befekad, 2000). The results show that, tertiary and secondary levels educations have been studied 

better respectively. Primary and pre-primary educations appear to be neglected by educational 

researchers (Amare, 2000). 

In line with this, Ashenafi (2007) and Samson (2002) pointed out specific researched 

areas carried out by teachers of secondary and elementary schools. Most of the issues that the 

teachers tried to investigate were related to discipline problems among students, cause of students 

drop out and repeaters, teacher career structure, conflicts among teachers, students' achievement, 
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examination, extracurricular activities, preparation and utilization of teaching aid, teaching 

lilethod or techniques, and curricular issues. 

2.3. Disseminating Research Works 

Once teachers/researchers produce their rt:search work, their uisk becomes dissemination. 

This is because of, no matter professionally sound it is, a research work which remains in the 

hands of the researcher themselves is not contributing to knowledge. According to Marczyz and 

et al (2005), anyone likely agree that it would certainly do little good if a researcher who 

discovered something important decided to keep those results quiet. "Imagine how different the 

world would be it Thomas Edison had invented the light bulb, but then decided not to tell anyone 

about his inventions? What if, Bill Gates had decided to keep his computer technology all to ....... , 

himself? "(Marczyk and et ai, 2005; p. 264). Clearly, then, sharing the results of research studies 

is important. Why it is so important and various ways of dissemination were presented as follows. 

Benefits of Disseminating Research Results 

Marczyk and et al (2005) described, there are several benefits to sharing the results of 

research studies. First, it adds to the knowledge base in education. As it is we known, science is 

essentially an accumulation of knowledge, and sharing research results adds an incremental 

amount of knowledge to what is already known about a particular topic. Thus, the dissemination 

of research results helps to advance the progress of science. Secondly, sharing the results of 

research ultimately improves the overall quality of his research being conducted. If researchers 

have an eye forward eventually publishing the results of t:leir studies, those researchers will need 

to ensure that their studies are well designed and well conducted. Third, sharing the results of 

research allows other researchers to evaluate the study'S results in the context of other research 

studies. Meaning that, the original study's results are being evaluated by other researchers in 
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other contexts. This tends to function as a quality check on the originai research. Fil.ally, for the 

result, ofa research ~tudy to have an effect on the way of individuals' life, !hose' results need to 

be shared with others. In o~her words, research findings used to improve the way of life of 

individuals. For that improvement to take place, a study 's results need to be shared with other 

peoples. 

Furthermore, Derebssa (2000) suggested that, the dissemination and utilization of 

research findings are seen as an impol1ant part of the educational research and as a basic means 

of expanding the positive impact of research on educational practice. 

Ways of Dissemination 

Marczyz and et al (2005) indicated there are numerous options available for those 

researchers who desire to share the results of their studies with others. From books to journals to 

Internet, today' s society offers many effective and efficient outlets for the dissemination of 

research study resu lts. Tn line with thi s. Degarge (1999) and Derebssa (2000) explained that, 

research findin gs are disseminated on international, national and local based 

conferences/seminars and publication of proceedings and journals. The format for presentations 

differs from conference to conferences, most conference offer some combinations of the 

following presentation formats: poster presentations, oral presentations, and symposiums. A 

poster presentation as the names indicates, involves presenting the results of a research study in a 

poste'r format. For beginning researchers mainly conference is a preferred presentation format. 

An oral presentation involves speaking about the research results for a specified amount of time. 

A symposium is a collection of related oral presentations that are presented as a group. 
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Trends of Disseminating Teachers Reseal'ch Findings in Ethiopian Schools 

The findings of the studies indicated that the r~sult of "ducational researches almost did 

not reach to the users (Befekndu. 2000; Yeshimberat, 2000; & USAlD, 2007). Habtamu (2000) 

pointed out that, one of the major complaints of Ethiopian researchers is, the reports/findings are 

not disseminated to users (or/and stakeholders). The stakeholders of research are policy and 

decision makers, teachers, administrators, parents, politicians, the students and the community at 

large. From this, anyone can recognize, distribution of the information of educational research 

via seminars, conferences and publications were one of the neglected areas of the educational 

sectors. To improve this problem, Befekadu (2000) recommended that, a system to produce and 

distribute research abstracts to concerned bodies regarding to the problem is an important. 

2.4. Necessary Conditions to Carryout Educational Research 

To acc.omplishing educational research; like any activity to be done effectively, 

researchers need certain things to be fulfilled. SawyerI' (2004) suggested thai, there are two key . 

components in general that facilitate or hinder research activities. These are an active component, 

mostly it include human (individual/or team) capacity of research and an environmental 

component, which constituted by the social, institutional and material factors. In line with this; 

Seyoum (1985 , cited in Mekonnen, 2001) described that, there are two major 

conditions/dimensions that need to be considered to undertaking any research. These are personal . 

and institutional dimensions. Under personal dimension he mentioned variables like mastery of 

knowledge and skills of research, interest, an inquisitive and fertile mind and discipline. Similarly 

variables mentioned under institutional dimension were research facilities, time, research fund, 

incentive, availability of data and ~ulture. 
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Knowledge and Skill in Research Methodology 

Any given task, whe~her it is simple or complex, requires certain skill and knowledge of 

how to accomplish it. Knowledge and skill in research methods are very essential and used as 

pre-requisite for research works. This is because of educational research is one of the social 

researches, which deals with the complex nature of hum~n subjects, who have diversified 

personal characters .. To understand the complex nature of human subjects they have to deal with a 

number of variables, acting independently and in interaction (Firdisa, 2000). So, those who are 

entitled to carryout educational research need to possess high quality of expertise and experience 

(Derebssa, 2000). Further more, Wirsma (1986, cited in Seyoum, 1998) elaborated on the need of 

research skills; 

Although is intrigued educational research is demanding task, it is not an 
impossible. With organized concentrated study the aspiring educational 
researchers should be to master necessary research methods. Basically the 
only way to acquire competence in research is by doing it, but before 
research can be put into practice, some skills must be acquired (p.8). 

This indicates that, researcher is expected to be an expert in plalUling and conducting 

research works. Educational research outputs depend on the researchers competence of accurate 

observation, description, definition of terms and problems, recognizing limiting factors, 

describing procedures, collecting and analyzing data, and careful documentation of references, 

recording of results and presenting conclusions. All these require the researcher's skill and 

competence. So, it would be impossible to think of undertaking effective research activity 

without the individual being equipped with basic research skill (Seyoum, 1998), Having skill in 

educational research skill not only to do research but also to read reports as well as utilize it by 

understanding their practice in better way (Gal and et ai , 1996). The need for competency in 

research methods becomes indispensable to the individual! teacher. 
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Training of teachers in research methodology is an important condition for improving 

their skills and knowledge. Mwaria and Wam1!hiu (1995) have posited that, training of beginner 

educational researcher~ in research methodology, especially focusing on new development in the 

area, is key element of the improvement process. Bellon and et al (1992) underlining the role of 

training in educational research, noted that the acquisition of research knowledge base should 

continue through teachers career by supporting appropriate professional development 

opportunities. 

Therefore, to accomplish successful research work, training in research methodology is 

very essential even for those teachers who took research courses. Unless polished and sharpened 

by practice, by shot1 term training programs, and by personal readings, this research skill what 

has been learnt can vanish in time. The training may be provided as in-service training, seminars, 

workshops and short-tenn programs (Yalew, 2000). 

The aforementioned scholars ' notations indicate that having the skills and knowledge of 

research, which can be mastered through training and emiched by experience, are essential pre­

requisite in research work. This being; the case lack of training, workshop, seminars or meetings 

on research issues makes the problem of research work more complex and sever. So, training of 

teachers is important to enhance their research involvement and quality. Thus, anning school 

teachers in up-to-date research method is unquestionable activity. 

Interest and Attitudes toward Research 

Any effective research would grow of the expressed interest and needs of the person who 

involved in it (Burnaford and et ai, 200 I). Any process of inquiry my not be competence, if it was 

done imposed by the external body. Seyoum (1998) i'lterest is the major driving force, with out 

I interest it would be very hard to imagine that oile could engage in productive research work. 
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Successful research will be achieved when the intention comes from the individual researcher 

himsel f. The researchp,r himself must suggest doing it depending on the area of interest, to 

explore intrinsically with some passion. 
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Teachers' attitude towards educational research has also its own influence (either 

positively or negatively) ill their involvement. Cohen and Mannion (1994) have posited that tor 

teachers to develop positive attitude towards research and ultimately involve in educational 

research, they need to understand the nature of research and appreciate its attributes. Otherwise, 

research activities may be influenced by attitudes of teacher researchers. So, it is essential for 

teacher researchers to became familiar with and develop an appreciation of the nature of research 

process. 

Financial and Material Resource and other Facilities to Research 

To undertaking any educational activities the need of proper finance for that program is 

not questionable. Without money lookin [l for achievement of obi ecti ves to which or!'ani7ation< 

aim is difficul t. Educational institutions need to get research fund to operate an issue of research. 

Insufficient financial resource has prevented even the simplest investigation activities 

from being carried out. According to Wiersmu (1995, cited in Yalew, 2000), the majority of 

elementary and high school teachers do not do research because of limited financial resources. 

So, lack of finance is one of the greatest problems of many teachers to undertake educational 

research. Tsegaye (2000) suggested that, to undertake research, there must have expenditure for 

frequent travel expense, supplies and charges of secretarial service unless individual researchers 

can not afford these huge costs. In addition to this, finance has psychological benefits to motivate 

researchers as incentive form. Incentives can create enthusiastic interest to act or perform a task. 

To consolidate this idea Lethnin (1987, cited in Seyoum, 1998) noted that: 



The general and positive attitude and interest one has in research practice 
does not by itself take one any where unless the essential conditions for 
research are fac ilitated. Among the basic essential that are needed to can'y 
out research activity are obviously financial resources (P.8). 

In developing countries like Ethiopia, the funds for research work came from the 

govemment budget and sometimes donors (Habtamu, 2000). Many schools in eastern and 

southern African regions have not adequate budget to conduct research (Mwaria and Wamahiu, 

1995; and Camp 1966). Some schools, which have small budget also, forgot or ignored to 
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allocate for research activi ties as they readily do for administrative activities. Even in institutions 

who had al located research funds are, many individuals are complain the long process undergo to 

get the funds they require. Supporting thi s idea Seyoum (1985, cited in Mekonnen, 2001) noted 

that "have the problem is not only a matter of getting the approved research fund , but it is also 

getting is exactly on time without too much red tap" (p.28). 

In addition to fu nd , research requires available resources such as reference materials like 

books and journals; equipments like type writing or computer, laboratories, pedagogical centers, 

archi ves and other documentation centers (Sawyerr, 2004). Since, researchers no matter how 

sk il led wi ll likely remain isolated and ineffective unless brought together to relevant literature, 

good data base, equipment and facilities (Hussen, 2000). 

Therefore research work needs supply of budget, resource and facilities. The problems in 

getting such research inpu ts, and its delay due to administrative problem discourages researchers 

at least by erode the interest of those who want to conduct research. 

Sufficient Time 

How mach the researcher ski ll ed and have an adequate finance are allocated, he/she can' t 

undertake research, if he/she is loaded by other duti es. To conduct an effective research, time is 

an impoliant input. Researchers need time to design, carryout, analyze, conclude and reporting 
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the result of the research. According to Best and Kahn (1 994) a researcher should ask: "will I 

have enough time to complete the project? Will there be time to devise the procedures? Select the 

data gathering devise, gather and analyze the data and complete the research report?" (p. 38). 

This implies that, to undertake research, the researcher should have time to read different 

literatures, design the project, gathering the information, analyzing the data and repOlting the 

research. Having this into consideration, teachers need to be provided with adequate time in order 

to be able engage in research. As Seyoum (1998), research is a time consuming activity. The time 

consuming nature of researches differ from one research paradigm to other. For instance, some 

qualitative researchers have suggested that one should plan twice as much time (0 write a report 

as i( took to gather data (Bogadan & Biklen, 1998). 

Support from Educational Organization Officials, Staff and Other Communities 

Teachers need support from teachers and other school communities to condu.ct 

educational research. Support for teacher who does educational research could b", in different 

forms: technical support, material support and participating or facilitating in different activities of 

the research (AED, 2006). 

Tsegaye (2000) discussed, creating an elaborate administrative structure used to promote 

research activities. Good administrative structure in educational system has clear policy flows 

and discrepancies of time allocation for teaching, involvement in various committees, 

administrative tasks, supervisory loads, and research activities. In addition to this, if there is 

elaborative administrative structure within education system, it helps to establish a culture of 

communication, sharing ideas and cooperation among teachers, principals, students, other staff 

members and parents. School envi ronment like this create a favorable condition to undertake 

research activity. Therefore, such conditions used to teacher researcher get important information 



• Some of the presenters were not well qualified to present the topics in such a way that 

could develop teachers' ability and skills of research. 

• No macerials were given during the training and after the training. 
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In the training, even, there was gender disparity (Yeshemebrat, 2000). Moreover, it was 

also found that skill was the major predic.tor of teachers' involvement in educational research 

(Hussen, 2000). 

Teachers' attitude and interest toward research has its own influence to conduct research. 

Regarding this point; Yeshembrat (2000), Samson (2002), Hussen (2000) and Abrahm (2004) 

revealed that elementary and secondary school teachers had positive attitude and interest toward 

research activities. Whereas; Ashenafi (2007), Yalew (2000), and USAID (2007); point out 

teachers had unfavorable attitude and interest to educational research. This because of; there were 

absence of incentive and inadequate awareness toward research (Ashenafi, 2007) and fear of 

rejection of one's work (Yalew, 2000). 

Lack of finance, resource and facilities at the school also were significantly atIected 

teachers involvement in educational research (Ashenfi, 2007; AbraJun, 2004; Yalew, 2000; & 

Samson, 2002). Most the findings revealed that there is no budge allocation at school level 

related to research activities. But, Hussen (2000) has reported that; there was moderate lack of 

financial and material assistance in the school which affect teachers' research involvement. 

Work over load which leave little or no time for teacher to conduct research. In this regard 

some studies show that, teachers had over teaching load that hindered them from research 

activities (Yalew, 2000; Yeshimerat, 2000; Samson, 2002 & USAID 2007). On th~ other hand 

Hussen (2000) revealed that, teachers teaching load have moderate effect on their research 

involvement. However, teachers had not teachii1g load that affect their research activities 
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(Abraham, 2004). Ashenafi (2007) on his study discovered that, the problem of heavy work load 

differs from one teacher to ar;other, or from one subject to another. 

Studies in some schools revealed, lack of SUppOI1 from the school administration and 

other concerned educational admonitions was highly affected teachers research involvement 

(Yalew, 2000; Ashenafi, 2007; & USAlD, 2007). The research coordinating committee within 

the school activity was also weak (Samson, 2002; & Abraham, 2004). Family responsibility lack 

of similar encouragement of females and gender-specific roles were found to be as the cause of 

low participation in research activities especially for female teachers (Yeshembrat, 2000). 

Moreover lack of advisory, ignorance of higher bodies for research activities, discouraging· 

working situation, and interrupting career structure were impeded teachers from carried out 

research in their school (Yalew, 2000; & Ashenafi, 2007). However, Hussen (2000) on his study 

has point out, the over all effect of such factors on research involvement of teachers were 

moderale. 
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CHAPTER 3: METHDS OF THE STUDY 

3.1. Resear(:h Design 

In this study a descriptive survey research design method was employed. It was designed 

to collect systematic descriptions of existing phenomenon in ordef to describe or explain what is 

go ing on; data were obtained direct questioning a sample of respondents. For thi s purpose mainly 

quantitative but also qualitative data were collected from representative samples. This helps to 

obtai n different but complementary data on the same topic to have good understanding of the 

research problem. The two data were collect separately; however the results come together at the 

interpretation stage. The intent is to draw valid conclusion about a research problem by 

comparing results, or validate, or corroborate quantitative results with qualitative findings. 

3.2. An Overview of the Study Setting 

National Regional State (ANRS). It is found in the south west part of the region and its capital 

city Debre-Marcos, is situated at a distance of 300 km north west of Addis Ababa and 270 km 

south east of Bahir-Dar which is the capital city of the region. In East Gojjam Zone, there are 

sixteen woredas and two city administrations. There were 25 secondary schools (9-10, 9-12 and 

11-12) with 1104 teaching staff. 

3.3. Participants of the Study 

The participants of this study were teachers and directors of secondary schools, Woreda 

and Zone officers of Eastern Gojj am Zone in the academic year 2008/09. Representative samples 

of 7 secondary schools were selected systematically from 22 secondary schools of the zone. First 
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the 22 secondary schools were an'anged in alphabetical order (see Appendix D). Next the schools 

were divided in to seven groups which hav~ three members each. !Oinally the second school was 

selected from each group using lottery system. All 363 teachers, which were 302 male and 61 

female teachers of the seven selected secondary schools, were sampled out. From ihis, 334 

teachers did returned the q;1estionnaire by filling appropriately, when,as the other 29 t'3achers did 

Eoi returned the questionnaire properly. Directors and Woreda officers of the selected secondary 

schools and zone officers were taken using purposively due to their responsibility. That is, seven 

directors (deputylrepresentative directors) and ten woreda officers of sampled schools and three 

zone officers were also included in the sample, and the total number of participant school 

principals and educational officers was 20. 

Table 1,' Sample teachers, directors and educational officers. 

! 

I No. 
! 

I 

I 
I 1 

2 

, 
J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

School 

Oehre-Markos 
Preparatory Secondary 
School 
Amanuel Secondary 
School 
Kuy General Secondary 
SchooL 
Ginbot 20 Secondary 
School 
Bahire-Giorges 
Secondary School 
Motta General 
Secondary School 
Sedie General 
Secondary School 

Total 

Woreda (Town 
Administration *) 

Oebre-Markos' 

Amanuel 

Kuy 

Lummamie 

Ginde-Wayne 

Motta' 
-

Hullet Ejju Enessie 

East Gojjam Zone officers 

Sample 

I ' j ! Worcrda Teachers DIrectors fli (\ 
. 0 lefT S I 

-~ 

37 1 -

54 I I 
. 

38 I 2. 

52 I 2 

56 I 2 
. 

69 I I ) 

28 I 2 

334 7 10 
--

3 



( 

3.4. Data Collection Instruments 

The instruments used for data collection in thi s study were questionnaire, interview and 

documents li ke minutes . The questionnaire and interview were developed in such a way that to 

maximize the possibility of generating answers to the basic research questions based on the 

important concepts from review of literature. 

Qu estionnai re 
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The questionnaire was prepared to collect relevant data from teachers. The major contents 

of the questionnaire were the extent of teachers' training in educational research, the extent of 

teachers competency of doing research, the extent of teachers attitude toward educational 

research, extent of teachers' involvement in educational research, the extent of teachers research 

work di ssemination , and availability of material, financial, facilities and support from educational 

offic ials wh ich used to create conducive environment for research . This was made in the fo rm of 

either closed ended or open ended questions or both (see Appendix A the English version and 

Appendix B the Amharic version). 

Interview Guides 

Another instrument used in collecting data was a semi-structured interview guides. The 

semi -st ructured interview guides were prepared to gather complementary infonnation from 

school directors, Woreda and Zone officers. The guide included items that reflect the basic 

research questions (see Appendix C). 

Doeu men ts 

In addi tion documents like minutes and files abo ut educational research were analyzed. At 

school and woreda level there were temporary committees which organized for approved of 
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teachers ' research work. When the committee approves teacher's research, they recorded the 

strength, weakness and respective comments on the agenda (or minutes) that prepared for such 

purpose. So, the researcher was analyzed three schools and two woredas documents. The 

remaining four schools and four woredas document were not incorporated in the study, because 

orits non-availability. 

3.5. Procedures of the Study 
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To assess the problem one of the instruments that employed in this study was 

questionnaire. The questionnaire was prepared after passing some processes. The process 

included, collecting items and developing instruments, changing them into scales and questions. 

After preparing the instrument in English was translated into Amharic by the researcher with the 

help of Engli sh and Amharic language second year graduate students to avoid response errors 

that might be created due to language barrier. Minor differences were corrected through 

discussion between the language students and the researcher. 

The instruments were presente . for two educational research and one psychology post 

graduate second year students and t th dvisor to comment on instruments clarity, precision, 

relevance to the purpose it was intended to assess. Thus, b~sed on the comments given the 

content validity was ~onfirmed by correcting words of the items, adding and removing few items. 

Finally, the questionnaire was made ready for pilot test after it was approved by the 

advisor. The main objective of the pilot test was to improve the instruments. In doing so, copies 

of the questionnaire were distributed in Motta Preparatory School by taking 27 teachers. But 25 

respondents have been returned the questionnaire by filling appropriately. The obtained result 

was analyzed using Statistical Packages for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 15.0 to see its 
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re liability. The summary of the reliability of each sub-scale and number of items improved in 

each sub-scale were presented in Table 2. 

Table 2: Reliability oJthe questionnaire. 

Items Reliability Number of items improved after 
pilot test 

Item 13-27 0.81 I (item 23) 

Item 28-41 0.76 2 (Item 29 and 31) 

Item 58-75 0.80 4 (Item 58, 59, 68 and 75) 

All items 0.83 7 

As indicated in Table 2 the reliability found from the pilot test was 0.83. Items with low 

correlations with the total test were improved. 
c 

To get the required data, first formal contact were established with school principals and 

educational officers, by showing letter of request to cooperate with the researcher from Addis 

Ababa llniversity. After getting permission from them, the researcher made anothcr contact with 

unit-leaders. Discussion was held with the principals and the unit-leaders. The aim of the 

discussion was on explaining the purpose of the study, getting info1111ation about the respondents 

and alTanging program for administration of the instmment. 

After permission was granted from the schools, the researcher made contact wi th the 

respondent teachers. The nature and the purpose of the study were explained to them by the 
, 

researcher. In addition, to the general and specific direction in the instruments, oral instructions 

were gIven. 

Fina lly, copies of the questionnaires were administered with the help of unit-leaders, 

vo lunteer teachers and principals. Three up to five days were provided for teachers to fill the 
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questionnaire. Side by side, the interviews were made from directors, woreda and zone officers. 

Besides, the ava ilab le documents (like minutes) on educational research were analyzed. 

3.6. Methods of Data Analysis 
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The data, which were collected from different sources were analyzed and interpreted 

using both quantitative and qualitative research methods. First, quantitative data were entered in 

SPSS version 15.0. Next, the simple frequency counts, percentage, weighted mean, i -test, t-test 

and/or one-way ANOY A were calculated. Then; 

• Percentages and weighted means were applied for simple descriptions. 

· i -test was employed to examine whether there is a significant differences among teacher 

characteri sti cs (sex, level of qual ification and experience) in their research engagement. 

• t-test and/or one-way ANOYA were employed to examine to what extent factors that 

affect educational research involvement related to teachers characteristics. 

The qualitative data that were gathered from open-ended questioJ1l1aire, interviews and 

document anal yses were organized, coded, classified into specific patterns and analyzed usi ng 

content anal ys is techniques. 



CHAPTER 4: DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the status of educational research in East 

Gojjam secondary schools (EGSS). For this, seven schools in the zone were taken. The 

preliminary information was gathered from teachers through questionnaire, from directors, 

Woreda and Zone 0 fficers using interviews. 
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The data collected were analyzed and discussed to seek answers for basic research 

questions raised in the first chapter. Data from the participants were presented, followed by major 

descriptions of results. The first presentation is based on the data presented for all teachers of the 

sampled schools followed by interviews of directors, Woreda and Zone offers. The data analysis 

involved both quantitative and qualitative techniques. Whenever relevant results set up from 

quantitative and qualitative data, supplement each other for the purpose of triangulation. 

This chapter comprises nine parts. These are; the characteristics of the participant teachers 

of the study, training of teachers in educational research, teachers' involvement in educational 

research, main issues/problems addressed by teacher researchers, factors that drive teachers to 

conduct educational research, dissemination of research works, factors affecting teachers' 

involvement in educational research, and teachers' future plan to carry out research. 

4.1. Profile of Teachers 

In the teachers' questionnaire, teachers were requested to provide information on their 

personal profiles. Detail of this analysis is given on Table 3 (p. 39). 
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Table 3. Profile a/teachers 

No. Item Sex Total (%) 
Male Female 

I Qualification Diploma 42 l3 55(16.50) 
BAiBSc/BEd 235 43 278(83.20) 
MA I 0 1(0.30) 
Total (%) 278(83.20) 56(16.80) 334(100.00) 

2 Specialization Language 53 23 76(22.80) 
Social science 82 6 88(26.30) 
Natural science 107 24 131(39.20) 
Others 36 3 39(11.70) 
Total 278 56 334(100.00) 

3 Age < 25 Years 107 15 122(36.50) 
26-30 Years 108 30 138(41.30) 
31-35 Years 29 9 38(11.40) 
> 36 Years 28 2 30(9.00) 
Total 272 56 328(98.20) 
Missing 6 - 6(1.80) 

4 Service < 5 years 165 27 192(57.50) 
6-12 Years 73 20 93(27.80) 
> 13 years 38 9 47(14.1 0) 
Total 276 56 332(99.40) 
Missing 2 - 2(0.60) 

5 Period < 10 periods 29 6 35(10.50) 
11 - 15 periods 31 4 35(10.50) 
16-20 periods 88 26 114(34.50) 
> 21 periods 124 20 144(43.] 0) 
Total 272 56 328(98.20) 
Missing 6 - 6(1.80) 

As shown from Table 3, the respondents of this study were 334 secondary school 

teachers. Thus, 278 (83.20%) of the participants were males while 56 (16.80%) were fema les. 

This shows that the majority of the respondents were male teachers. This is because of there was 

small proportion of female teachers in the sampled secondary schools. 

With respect to academic qualification, about 55 (16.50%) of the teachers were diploma 

holders, 278 (83.20%) of the teachers had first degree and the rest 1 teacher was MA holder. In 

short the majority teachers in the sampled secondary schools of Eastem Gojjam in the academic 
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year 2008/09 were first degree holders. Even if the remaining 16.50% of the teachers were said to 

be diploma holders currently, they had been attended their first degree at different government 

universities in the summer programs as the researcher was informed from school directors and on 

some respondents remark notes. According to the interviewee principals of the secondary 

schools, most of diploma holder teachers were year two and above summer program students. 

They were identi fying from elementary schools by the criteria that covered more summer 

programs to fill the gap of sholtage of degree holder teachers in secondary schools. So, the 

participants of thi s study were above diploma level in their academic qualification. 

Concerning their field of study, 76 (22.80%) of respondents were specialized in language, 

88 (26.30%) of the respondents field of study were social science, 131 (39.20%) of the 

respondent teachers specialization area were natural science and the other 39 (11. 70%) of the 

respondents field of study were HPE, economics, technical drawing, business, computer science, 

information technology. 

Regarding age, 122 (36.50%) of the teachers were less than 25 years old, 138 (41.30%) of 

the respondents were in the range 26-30years old, 38 (11.40%) teachers' age were in the range 

3 1-35 years old and the rest 30 (9.00%) teachers were 36 and above years old. However 6 

teachers were did not react to this item. Thus, the majority of the respondent teachers were 

yo ung. 

As indicated in Tabl.e 3 (p. 39), 192 (57.50%) of the teachers have 5 and blow years of 

services, 93 (27.80%) of the respondent have 6 up to 12 years services, and the rest 47 (14.10%) 

of teachers have 13 and above year of service in teaching profession. Two teachers fai led to 

respond the item. Moreover, the majority of the sampled secondary school teachers were less 

experi enced . 
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The teaching load of teachers per week indicates the time teachers may have to undertake 

educational research. The teaching load as depicted in Table 3 (p. 39), 35 (10.50%) of the 

respondents have 10 and below periods teaching load per week and similarly another 35 

(10.50%) teachers loaded II up to 15 periods. With teaching load 16-20 periods were 114 

(34.10%) of the respondent teachers. One hundred forty four or 43.10% of the teachers have 21 

and above periods per week. Six teachers did not responded the item. Hence, the majority (or 

55.10%) of secondary school teachers under this study had 20 and blow teaching load/ periods 

per week. The average teaching load per week was 18. Meaning that, teachers have 3 up to 4 

periods per day. One period in secondary schools takes 42 minutes . 

4.2. Training of Teachers in Educational Research 

An important variable to investigate the status of educational research in secondary school 

is teachers ' know-how of how to do research. This could be acquired either during the initial 

training or through short term trainings provided on the job. The following table presents the 

status of teachers' training on educational research as indicated by teachers in questionnaire. 

Table 4: Training of respondent teachers in educational research 

No Items Reponses 
Yes (%) No (%) 

I Teachers who attended educational research methodology 268(80.20) 66( 19.80) 
courses 

2 Teachers who participated in seminar, workshop, or in-service 78(23.40) 256(76.60) 

training which tutored educational research. 

3 Teachers who took both course(s) and trainings 67(20.10) 55(16.470) 
4 Teachers who have an access of reading different books, 168(50.40) 160(47.90) 

journals, articles and other handouts of educational research. 

Table 4 shows that from 334 teachers responded, 80.20% have attended research 

methodology courses at universities/co lleges level, while 19.80% of the teachers did not attended 

an y research methodology course. On the contrary, fi·om who requested whether they have ever 
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taken trainings, on ly 23.40% of the respondent teachers were participated in seminar, workshop, 

or in-service training of educational research while 76.60% of the teachers have not got the 

chance. Further; 67 (20.10%) of the participants took both course(s) and trainings, 212 (63.47%) 

of the participants either attended the course or the trainings but 55 (1 6.46%) of teachers did not 

took both courses and trainings. The Table also shows that about 50% of the respondents have an 

access of read ing di fferent books, journals, al1i cles and other handouts that focus on educational 

research. 

An important question at this point is; was there a significant difference among teachers ' 

characteristics in their educational research training? 

Table 5: Training involvement versus teachers' characteristics. 

Variable Attribute Have you ever attended any educational research 
methodology courses? 

Yes No i 
N 0/0 N % 

Sex Male 223 80.20 55 19.80 '0.0 1 

Female 45 80.40 11 9.60 

Qualification Diploma 42 76.40 13 23.60 0.85 
Degree 225 80.90 53 9.10 

Speciali zation Language 66 86.80 10 13.20 103.83 * 
So. Science 84 95.50 4 4.50 
Natural science 11 0 84.00 21 6.00 
Others 8 20.50 31 9.50 

Service < 5 years 171 89.10 21 0.90 330 
6-12 years 75 80.60 18 19.40 
> 13 years 36 76.60 11 23.40 

* p < 0.05 

Table 5 depicts that there was no statistically significant difference between male and 

female teachers; diploma and degree graduate teachers; and among teachers who have low, 

medium and high teaching experience in attending educational research methodology courses. 
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However, there was a significant difference in attending educational research 

methodology courses among groups of teachers area of specialization ("I (3)= 103.83, p < 0.05). 

Meaning that, as compared to other field of study, less numbers teachers who classified under 

others were taken training in doing research. Therefore, other teachers (such as technical 

drawing, economics, business, HPE) and some natural science, language as well little soc ial 

science teachers who graduated from applied stream (out of education colleges) had not attended 

any research methodology courses. The results of the analysis on training of teachers in 

educational research; in seminars, in workshops and in-service programs was not far from this. 

Teachers were asked to provide infOlmation on the extent to which the courses and/or the 

trainings they took help them in doing educational research. The following tab le shows the 

responses in this regard. 

Table 6: The extent to which training in educational research helped teachers. 

No. Item Response 
Low Medium High (%) Mean Std. 

(%) (%) dey 

1 The usefulness of the research course 21(7.50) 59(18 .50) 199(72.60) 3.90 0.96 
in equipping teachers to do research is 

2 The usefulness of the research trainings - 17(2.10) 60(77.90) 4.05 0.71 
in seminar, workshop, or in-service 

programs in equipping teachers to do 

research is 

As it observed from Table 6, 268 teachers who attended educational research 

methodology courses and 77 teachers who took research training in different workshops were 
, 

requested to value the usefulness of the courses and the training accordingly. Of these 

respondents, nearly 73% of who attended the courses and 78% of who trained in seminar, 

workshop, or in-service programs said that the training has helped them highly to carry out 

educational research. The other 18.50% from who attended the course and 2.10% from who 
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pal1ic ipated in wo rkshops said that the training has helped them to some extent to carry out 

resea rch. The number of those who responded "to low" 7.50% implies that negative outlooks 

towards the courses efforts were minimal. Still , the mean 3.90 and 4.05 indicate that the courses 

and the trainings were useful to equipped teachers in educational research. Though, this is highly 

dependent on the perception of teachers. 

4.3. Teachers Involvement in Educational Research 

Teachers are expected to involve in research acti vities in their working place. The 

teach ing-learning process becomes effective and fruitful; when it is supported by research inputs. 

To know teachers ' invo lvement in educational research in EGSS, the collected data from 

respondents had been analyzed as follows. 

Table 7: Teachers {l1volvement in Educational Research. 

Item N % 
Have you ever conducted educational Yes III 33.20% 
research in your teaching career? No 221 66.20% 

Missing 2 0.60% 
Total 334 100.00% 

From Table 7, III (33.20%) of the respondent teachers were who invo lved in educational 

resea rch in their career. However, 221 (66.20%) of the teachers were not involved in research 

activities in their teaching career at least one time. The rest 2 respondents were missed the item 

while fi ll ing the questionnaire. 

Therefore, on ly one-third of EGSS teachers were involved in research activities. But the 

other two-third of the sampled population did not pru1icipate. The interviews made with school 

d irectors, woreda and zone officers as well as the response of teachers to open ended items 

indi cated that, the invo lvement of secondary school teachers in educational research was very 

low. The majority participants reported that, the effort made by teachers to do educat ional 
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research to enhance the quality of education was almost limited unless the external force 

ob ligated them. 

Percentage and i were employed to analyze whether there was a significant difference 

among teachers ' characteristics in their educational research invo lvement. The summaries were 

indicated in Table 8. 

Table 8: Proportion o/teachers who did educational research. 

Variable Attribute Have you ever conducted educational research in 
your teaching career? 

Yes No i 
N % N % 

Sex Male 90 32.40 188 67.00 0.87 

Female 21 38.90 33 66.80 

Qualification Diploma 24 45.30 29 54.70 6.11 * 
Degree 86 30.90 192 69.10 

Special ization Language 28 36.80 48 63.20 6.57 
So. Science 32 36.40 56 63.60 
Natural science 45 34.90 84 65.10 
Others 6 15.40 33 84.60 

Service < 5 years 35 18.20 157 81.80 49.55* 
6-12 years 49 52.70 44 47.30 
> 13 years 27 60.00 18 40.00 

Teaching load < 10 periods/week 14 40.00 21 60.00 1.53 
I 1-15 periods/week 11 31.40 24 68.60 
16-20 periods/week 35 31.30 77 68.80 
> 20 periods/week 51 35.40 93 64.60 

Training in Yes 101 38.00 165 62.00 12.37* 
research No 10 15.20 56 84.80 

* p < 0.05 

% = percent within attribute. 

As shown on Table 8, 90 (32.40%) of male and 21 (38.90%) of female teachers were 

invo lved in research acti vities . Female teachers who did not do research were 33 (61 .10%) 

whereas male teachers were 188 (67.60%). In this observation, the percentage of fem ale teachers' 

parti cipation seems like to some extent more than male teachers . However, the analysis indicated 



that there was no statistically significant relationship between research involvement and sex of 

teachers in EGSS . 
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Tab le 8 (p. 45) indicated that, diploma holder teachers who did educational research were 

24 (45.30%) however only 86 (30.90%) of teachers who had first degree were participated in 

research activities in their teaching career. Diploma teachers who did not participate in research 

activities were 29 (54.70%) whi le degree teachers were 192 (69.10%). The data revealed there 

was stati stically association between research involvement and level of education (;( (I) = 6.1 1, P 

< 0.05). To help identifying which group palticipated more, the standardized res idual values were 

calculated as follows. 

Table 9: Standardize residual value for each category of teachers qualification. 

Item Qualificatiou 

Diploma Degree 

Have you ever conducted educational Yes 1.52 -0.67 

research? No -1.07 0.47 

As it can be seen from Table 9, all the absolute standardized residual value was less than 

2. This shows that the difference between diploma and first degree holder teachers was not 

sign ificant. Since, according to Yalew (2006) if the absolute standardized residual value is less 

than 2, the difference between the groups is not significant. The standardized residual value of 

diploma teachers who did educational research was positive, however the degree holders was 

negat ive. This impli es that, slightly more number of proportion diploma holder teachers 

participated in research activities in their teaching career than first degree holders. The 

standard ized residual value of diploma teachers who did not do educational research was negative 

while the degree one ' s positive. Sti ll , the reversed quantiti es ind icate that degree holders are less 

participated than diploma ones. Therefore, the participation of diploma teachers in research 
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acti viti es in EGSS was more than teachers who had first degree; however it was not statistically 

sign ificant. 

Table 8 (p. 45) depicted that the proportion of language, social science, natural sc ience 

and "other" teachers who did educational research were 36.80%,36.40%,34.90% and 15.40% 

respectively. In contrary, 63.20% ofianguage teachers, 63.60% of social science teachers, 

65.10% of natural science teachers and 84.60% of "other" teachers did not done research in their 

teaching career. Thus, nearly unanimous percentages were obtained among language, soc ial 

sc ience and natural science teachers in involved in educational research. On the other hand, the 

participation of "other" teachers was low as compared to the other groups. However, there was no 

stat isticall y significant relationship between area of specialization and educational research 

invo lvement in EGSS. 

Service year of teachers has an influence on teachers doing educational research. This 

could be in terms of perceiving a wide range of problems and seek solutions while teachers have 

adequate teaching experi ence. From Table 8 (P. 45) it can be observed that 18.20% of teachers 

whose service less than or equal to 5 years, 52.70% of teachers served 6-12 years and 57.40% of 

teachers who served 13 and above years did educational research in their teaching career. 

Whereas 81.80%, 43.30% and 38.20% of teachers who have low, medium and high teaching 

experience respecti vely did not patticipated in research activities. The obtained value CK (2) = 

49.55, P < 0.05) indicates that the relationship between service year and educational research 

invo lvement was stati stically significant. To help identifying which group participated more, the 

standardized residual va lues were calculated as follows . 
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Table 10: Standardize residual value for each category of teachers' service. 

Item Service 

::: 5 years 6 - 12 years ::: 13 years 

Have you ever conducted Yes -3.68 3.1 7 3.04 

educational research? No 2.62 -2.26 -2. 17 

All the absolute standardized residual value of teachers group based on their service was 

greater than 2 as it can observe from Table 10. Hence, there was a significant difference among 

teachers with respect to their service in educational research invo lvement. Teachers who served 

6- 12 years and teachers who had 13 and above years teaching experience were more participated 

consecutively. However, teachers' involvement in educational research who served 5 and blow 

years were very low. Since, the standardized residual value of 6-12 years, and 13 and above years 

served teachers was positive whi le 5 and blow years experienced teachers was negative. 

Taking into consideration this, teachers were asked to provide infonnation on the extent 

to which their teaching experience had helped them in doing educational research. The following 

table shows the responses in thi s regard. 

Table 11: The extent to which teaching experience on educational research helped teachers in 

doing research. 

VL Low Medium High VH Mean Std.dev. 
Item 

To what extent yo ur N 6 2 27 44 30 3.83 1.04 
teaching experience contr-
ibutes to yo ur research % 5.40 1.80 24.30 39.60 27.00 

undertaking? 

Table I 1 shows that III teachers who did educational research have responded to the 

above quest ion. From these respondents, nearl y 25% said that their teaching experience has 

helped them to some extent to carry out educational research. The other 40% and 27% of teachers 

said that their teaching experience helped them to undertake research highly and very hi gh ly 
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respect ively. The percentages on those who responded " low" and "very low" 1. 80% and 5.41 % 

implies that negative outlooks towards the teaching experience efforts were minimal. 

Additionall y, the mean 3.83 point out that teachers teaching experience input to undertaking 

educational research were high. 

As it can observed fi·om Table 8 (p. 45); 40.00%, 3l.40%, 30.70% and 35.40% of 

teachers who had teaching load 10 and below periods, II-IS period, 16-20 period and above 21 

periods, did education research respectively. The data reveled that there was no difference among 

teachers who had different teaching load in their educational research involvement. 

It is common to observe that educational research is conducted both by trai ned and 

untrained teachers. Although doing research by itself is a positive step in the education system, 

doing educational research without training might have other quality influences on the outcomes 

of the research undertaken. In order to get the impression of the extent to which teachers claim to 

have done research that were trained and untrained the collected data was analyzed. 

From teachers who had attended educational research trainings, as shown in Table 8 

(p.45), 101 (38.00%) did conduct educational research while 165 (62.00%) of the teachers did not 

do . On other hand from teachers who did not attend any research methodology course research, 

onl y 10 ( 15 .20%) of the teachers were invo lved in research activity, but 56 (84.80%) of teachers 

did not p311icipated. The data revealed there was a significant difference in educational research 

involvement between teachers who had attended educational research courses and teachers who 

did not attended (i ( 1) = 12.37, p < 0.05) in favor of who attended research courses. 
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4.4. Main Issues or Problems Addressed in Research Outputs 

Educational research is concerned with diagnosing a problem in schooling and attempting 

to so lve it in that context. Teachers aspire to investigate within their schools/classrooms; there are 

so many issues or abundance of problems available in their day-to-day practice. This survey found 

that, a variety of issues were investigated by teachers . The issues were in relation to promoting 

students ' learning, since the whole effort of the school is to accomplish this purpose. Besides, most 

of the issues teachers tried to investigate were the same across the schools. 

Some of the most important issues include causes of conflict in adolescent stage and 

reso lution mechanisms, relationship between punishment and student achievement, contribution of 

oral literature to teach English, student-teacher relationship, problems of students participation in 

group di scussions, how to improve the speaking and writing skill of students in English and 

Amharic subjects, causes of students' underachievement in different subjects and grades and 

resolution mechanisms, causes of absenteeism and late coming to schools, causes of poor 

academic performance of female students, teacher-student interaction, students participation in co­

curricular activities or in different clubs in the schools, problems of applying continuous 

assessment, di sciplinary problems of students, and comparison of female and male students' 

academic achievement. 

4.5. Factors that Drive Teachers to Conduct Educational Research 

In undertaking educational research teachers are motivated by different factors like to 

attain personal benefits and to improve the quality of practices and actions within the school. To 

demonstrate the energetic factors of teachers to conducting research, the collected data from 

respondents were summari zed as follows. 
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Table 12: Factors thai drive teachers to undertake educational research . 

Purpose N % 
For promotion in the career structure 15 13.51 

To develop knowledge 3 2.70 

The fulfillment of degree or diploma 57 51.35 

To so lve problems in schooling II 9.91 

More than one rating 9 8.ll 

c For other 14 12.61 

As shown on table 12, from the total III teachers who did educational research more than 

half of the respondents were claimed that they undertook research for the purpose of the partial 

fu lfillment of degree/course requirement. Moreover interviews that made from school principals 

also indicated that, in recent years (2002 onwards), teachers who were pursuing summer courses 

observed parti cipating in educational research activities. 

From teachers who reported that they did educational research, nearly 14% of participants 

did conducted their studi es for the purposes of promotion in the career structure. A six-tiered 

scheme had been developed for teachers working at school levels from elementary up to 

secondary schools to grow from a begilmer teacher ('Jemari Memihir') to a leader teacher (,Meri 

Memihir'). Accordingly, as teachers do progress from one level or rank to the next, their salary 

increases, and their esteem in the school community grows. Especially, those veteran teachers 

who have had teaching service of six and more years (i.e. those teachers who have already 

progressed to the fo ur highest levels or ranks of the career structure's ladder scheme: Mel11ihir, 

kefitegna Mel11i hir, tebabari Memihir, and Meri Memihir) are required to do research, that is, 

they have to produce one publication every 3 or 4 years. 

In line with thi s, the other 12.61 % teachers did participated in educational researches that 

can·ied out for the requirements ofCPD and SIP programs. However, problems observed in 



52 

schools push only 9.9 1 % teachers to conduct educational research. The rest 2.70% of the 

respondents undertake their educational research for the purpose of developing knowledge. 

4.6. Dissemination of Research Outputs 

Di sseminating research products is one of the components to promote teachers 

participation in educational research. It helps to improve teachers ' research doing competency as 

well as using research results . That is teachers who get an access of research works of others, in 

one hand they used the research reports as a model to carryout their research. On other hand 

teachers who want to improve their teaching style via research results get an opportunity when 

scholars' research results reach to them. Concerning this issue, respondents' responses were 

summarized in Table 13. 

Table J 3: Dissemination of research outputs. 

NQ Items Reponses )( value 

Yes (%) No (%) among the 
schools 

I Teachers who have got an access to research 78(23.40) 256(76.60) 1.97 (df=6) 

works of other teachers 

2 Teachers who believe there is an opportunity 26(7.80) 308(92.20) 3.52(df=6) 

in their school to disseminate research works 

by researchers/teachers in/out of their school 

* p<O.OS 

In Table 13 , fi'om 334 respondent teachers only 78 (23.40%) have got access of getting 

research works of other teachers, whereas 256 (76.60%) of the teachers under the study have not 

such opportunity. Teachers were also asked whether there was an opportunity in their school to 

disseminate research works by researchers/teachers in/out of their school. However, only 26 

(7.80%) of the respondents have said "yes there is", though 308 (92 .20%) of the teachers 

responded that there was no any 0ppOliunity of di sseminating research works. 
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It is also poss ib le to understand that there was no difference among secondary schools in 

Eastern Gojjam regarding to research works dissemination. Since both the obtained va lues 1.97 

and 3.52 of >! for 6 didoes not exceed the critical value 12.59 at 0.05 level of significance. It is 

possibl e to conclude that there was no difference among the schools pertaining to educational 

research work di ssemination. 

Table / 4: Mechanisms 01 research works dissemination. 

NQ Teachers said there was an opportunity of research works Number of 

dissemination by teachers 

I Conference 4 

2 Publication 7 

3 Symposium 2 

4 Others 13 

As depicted on Table 14, from the total 26 teachers who said there was an 0PP0l1unity of 

research works di ssemination were: 4 teachers through conference, 7 teachers through 

publications; 2 teachers through symposium and 13 teachers through CPD and other programs. 

Thus, more teachers participated while research works presented in CPD programs than the other. 

Furthell110re respondent teachers were asked to specify their suggestion to so lve the 

problem of di sseminating research works in secondary schools. Thus, teachers point out different 

ways which used to disseminate research works. Some of the important mechanisms include 

copies of teachers works have been put in libraries; teachers ' research works would be presented 

on di fferent teachers meeting by providing some time, if there is seasonal research discussion on 

schools cluster level and if there is experience-sharing habits among secondary schools, and 

secondary schools to relative colleges/universities regarding to educational research. 
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4.7. Factors Affecting Teachers Involvement in Educational Research 

4.7.1. Teachers Competence in Educational Research 

Respondent teachers were asked to indicate their level of agreement to the statements 

focused on teachers educational research competency by choosing one among the alternati ves in 

five rating scale ranging from "very 10w= I" to "very high=5". The responses were analyzed as 

follows. 

Table J 5: Sex, qualification and training in research differences in teachers' competence in 

educational research. 

Variab le Attribute N Mean Std.dev t-value 

Sex Male 278 3.07 0.89 l.09 

Female 56 2.95 0.73 

Qualification Diploma 55 2.74 0.95 2.66* 

Degree 278 3.12 0.84 
Training in Yes 268 3.15 0.76 4.44* 
research No 66 2.14 1.15 

Weight mean=3.05 
* p < 0.05 

Table 15 depicted that the mean score of male teachers' research competence was 3.07 

with a standard deviation of 0.89. The corresponding mean score for female teachers was 2.95 

with standard deviation 0.73. The comparison of mean scores in Table 15 shows there was no 

statistically significant difference in educational research personal competence between male and 

female teachers. 

The mean score of dip loma teachers ' research competence was 2.74 with a standard 

deviation of 0.95; whereas the corresponding mean score for degree holder teachers' was 3. 12 

with standard deviation of 0.84. The data revealed there was a significant difference in 

educational research doing ability between diploma and degree holder teachers (t = 2.66, P < 

0.05) in favor of degree holders. 
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The mean score of teachers who attended educational research methodology courses 

research competence was 3.15 with a standard deviation 0.76; while the corresponding mean 

score for teachers who did not attended research trai ning was 2. 14 with a standard deviation of 

1.15. The data showed that there was a statistically significant difference between trained and 

untrained teachers in research methodo logy (t = 4.44, P < 0.05). This indicates that teachers who 

attended educational research course have better research competence than teachers did not 

attend. Besides, because of the standard deviation of not trained teachers ( 1.12) greater than 

trained teachers (0.76), the disparity of research doing abi lity more in teachers who had not 

attended the research course than who attended. 

Table j 6: Descriptive statistics for teachers' competence in educational research by 

specialization and service. 

Variable Attribute N Mean Std.dev 

Specialization Language 76 3.21 0.70 

Social science 88 3.19 0.69 

Natural scicncc 131 3.24 0.83 

Others 39 1.79 0.58 

Service :: 5 years 192 3.19 0.92 

6-12 years 93 2.90 0.77 

::: 13 years 47 2.82 0.70 

Weight mean=3.05 

Table j 7: Summmy of one-way ANOVA for teachers' competence in educational research by 
specialization and service. 

Sum of Mean 
Variable Squares df Square F 

Between Groups 
I 

69 .. 82 3 23.27 42.79* 
Specia li zation Within Groups 179.49 330 .54 

Tota l 249.31 333 
Service Between Gro ups 9.97 2 4.99 6.86* 

Within Groups 239.05 329 .73 
Total 249.02 331 

* p < 0.05 
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As shown in Tab le 16 (p.55) the mean score language, soc ial science and natural science 

teachers ' research competence were 3.21,3. 19 and 3.24 respectively. Whi le, the mean score of 

teachers who were classi fi ed under "others" was 1.79. Comparison of the mean scores using 

ANOV A showed that, there was statistical significant difference in research doing competence 

among fo ur categories (F (3,330)= 42.79, P < 0.05). As a result in Table 18, "other" fi elds of study 

teachers have weak research doing abi Iity than teachers whose area of specialization was 

language, social sc ience and natural science. 

Table 18: SUII111'1wy of Post Hoc Test (SchefJe) for teachers' competence in educational research 

by specialization and service. 

(I) speciali zation (J) specialization Mean Difference (1-J) Std. Error 

Language social science 0.01 0.11 

natural science 0.03 0. 11 

others 1.41 (*) 0. 15 

Social sc ience natural science 0.04 0. 10 

others 1.40(*) 0.14 

Natural science others 1.44(*) 0. 13 

(I) service (J) service Mean Di fference (1-J) Std. Error 

< 5 year 6- 12 years 0.37(*) 0.1 I 

> 13 years 0.29 0. 14 

6- 12 years > 13 years 0.080 0.15 

* p < 0.05 

The mean scores of teachers who had low, medium and high teaching experience 

research competence were 3. 19, 2.90 and 2.82 respectively. Comparison of the mean scores using 

ANOV A indicated that there is a significant difference in research competence among the three 

groups (F (2.329) = 6.86, P < 0.05). Consequentl y, the Post Hoc Test in Table 18 point out that , 

teachers who had low teaching experience have better research doing competence than teachers 

who had 6 and more years teaching experience. 
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Furthel1110re the weight mean 3.05 indicate that, the majority teachers have medium 

knowledge and skill in educational research. Meaning that, the majority of teachers under the 

study have medium competency of defining a research problem, preparing basic research 

questions, lIsing sampling system, preparing research proposal, preparing review of literature, 

referencing li terature sources, preparing questionnaire, analyzing data, interpreting research 

result, providing conclusion based on the result and writing research repo11. However, there are 

significant numbers of teachers who have a problem in educational research competence. 

4.7.2. Teachers Attitudes toward Research 

Teachers perception about or attitudes toward educational research has an important role 

in influencing either positively or negatively. To know the attitude of teachers towards 

educational research, participants were asked to show their reaction to the statements by choosing 

one among the alternatives in five rating scale ranging from "strongly disagree=I" to "strongly 

agree=5". The responses were analyzed as follow~ . 

Table 19: Sex, qualification and training in research with teachers' attitude toward educational 
research. 

Variable Attribute N Mean Std.dev t-value 
Sex Male 278 3.71 0.97 0.78 

Female 56 3.62 0.82 

Quali fication Diploma 55 3.57 0.94 1.08 
Degree 278 3.72 0.95 

Training in Yes 268 4.03 0.49 19.05" 
research No 66 2.32 1.09 

Weight mean=3.70 
~ p < 0.05 

As it can be observed from Table 19, the mean score of male teachers' attitudes towards 

ed ucational research was 3.7 1 wi th a standard deviation of 0.97. The corresponding mean score 

for female teachers was 3.62 with a standard deviation of 0.82. From this means, it seems that 



there was no such observable difference between male and female teachers attitude toward 

educat ion. Both male and female teachers' attitude mean values are well-matched to the weight 

mean 3.70. The t-test supported that there was no statistical di fference in attitudes toward 

research between male and female teachers. 
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The mean score of degree holder teachers' attitude toward educational research was 3.72 

with a standard deviation of 0.95. The corresponding mean score for diploma holder teachers ' 

was 3.57 with a standard deviation 0.94. The compmison of mean scores shows there was no 

statisticall y significant difference in attitudes toward educational research between degree and 

diploma holder teachers. 

The mean score of teachers who attended research training attitude toward educational 

research was 4.32 with a standard deviation of 0.49; while the corresponding mean score for 

untrained teachers in educational research was 2.32 with a standard deviation 1.09. Analogously 

the attitudinal mean score of trained teachers was compatible to the weight mean 3.70 whereas 

the untrained one was different. These indicate that, there was a statistically significant attitudinal 

di fference between trained and untrained teachers in educational research (t = 19.5, P < 0.05). 

This implies teachers who have got educational research training were favorably disposed than 

who had not got training. In addition the result revealed that the attitude toward research of 

untrained teachers more diverge than trained one, since its standard deviation value 1.09 is more 

greater than 0.49. 



Table 20: Descriptive statistics for teachers' attitude toward educational research by 

specializatioll and service. 

Variab le Attribute N Mean Std.dev 

Specialization Language 76 3.70 0.86 

Social science 88 3.97 0.64 

Natura l science 131 3.76 0.91 
Others 39 2.87 1.28 

Service < 5 years 192 3.71 1.00 
6-12 years 93 3.79 0.96 
> 13years 47 2.90 0.58 

Weight mean=3.70 

Table 2 J: Summary of one-way ANOVA for teachers ' attitude toward educational research by 

specialization and service. 

Sum of Mean 
Vari able Squares df Square F 

Between Groups 33 .80 3 11.27 14.15* 
Specialization Within Groups 262.66 330 .80 

Total 296.46 333 
Service Between Groups b.8g 2 1.44 1.62 

Within Groups 293.57 329 .89 
Tota l :?,96.45 331 

* p < 0.05 

The mean scores of teachers who specialized in area of studies language, social science 

and natural science attitude toward educational research were 3.70, 3.97 and 3.76 in that order. 

59 

But, the mean score of teachers who classified under "others" attitude toward research was 2.87 . 

Both attitudinal mean scores oflanguage, social science and natural science teachers were 

compatible to the weight mean 3.70 while the other teachers was different. This specifies that 

there was statistical ly sign ificant attitudinal difference in regard educational research among 

teachers who categorized "others" and other field of studies (F (3,330) = 14. 15, P < 0.05) in favor of 

language, social science and natural science teachers as the result in Table 22 (p. 60). Besides, 

there were more attitudinal differences among "other" teachers than language, social sc ience and 
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natural science teachers, since the standard deviation 1.28 greater than the other standard 

deviations. 

Table 22: Summary of Post Hoc Test (schefJe) for teachers' attitude toward educational research 

by specialization and service. 

(I) specialization (J) specialization Mean Difference (1-J) Std. Error 

Language social science 0.27 0.14 

natural science 0.06 0. 13 

others 0.83(*) 0.18 

Social sc ience natural science 0.21 0.12 

others 1.1 0(*) 0.17 

Natural science others 0.89(*) 0.16 

* p < 0.05 

The mean score of low, medium and high teaching experience teachers' att itude toward 

research were 3.70, 3.79 and 3.90 respectively. The three mean scores are well-matched with the 

weight mean 3.70. The result indicates that there was no statistically significant difference in 

attitude toward educati onal research among teachers three category of service. 

Moreover the weight mean 3.70 specify that the greater part of teachers have favorable 

attitude toward educational research. The majority of respondent teachers did not agree to the 

assumption that educational research has to be left only to those who have a specific training in 

educational research. They believed that, conducting research is one of their tasks as teaching. 

Since, research is the best tool to improve the teaching-leaming process. However there are 

significant numbers of teachers who have negative attitude to educational research. 
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4.7.3. Lack of Ample Time 

Teachers need to provide adequate time in order to be ab le engage in research act ivity. 

Overburden teachers cou ld not have enough time to afford to research works. Regarding 

availability of time for teachers to carry out research, participants were asked to show their 

reaction to the statements by choosing one among the alternatives in fi ve rating scale ranging 

from "strongly disagree= I" to "strongly agree=5". The responses were analyzed as fo llows. 

Table 23: Sex and qualification with teachers ' lack of ample time to doing educational research. 

Variable Attribute N Mean Std.dev t-value 

Sex Male 278 2.56 0.76 0.45 

Female 56 2.59 0.8 1 

Qualification Diploma 55 2.70 0.82 1.57 

Degree 278 2.52 0.76 

Weight mean=2. 55 

* p < 0.05 

As shown in Table 23, the mean scores of male and female teachers' lack of ample time 

in doing research were 2.56 and 2.59 respectively. The corresponding mean scores for dip loma 

and degree holder teachers were 2.70 and 2.52 respectively. From these means, it seems that there 

was no sllch observation difference between male and female teachers as well as diploma and 

degree holder teachers in lack of adequate time to doing research. Both the t-test values 

strengthen that there were no statistical significant differences between male and female teachers ; 

and diploma and degree holder teachers in lack of ample time to research. 

/ 



62 

Table 24: Descriptive statistics lor teachers ' lack 0/ ample time in doing educational research by 

specialization, service and teaching load. 

Variab le Attrib ute N Mean Std.dev 

Speciali zation Language 76 2.52 0.86 

Social science 88 2.55 0.63 

Natural sc ience 131 2.60 0.82 

Others 39 2.45 0.69 

Service :: 5 years 192 2.50 0.74 

6- 12 years 93 2.57 0.81 

:::: 13years 47 2.72 0.82 

Teaching load < 10 periods/week 35 2.50 0.77 

I 1-15 periods/week 35 2.28 0.69 

16-20 periods/week 115 2.41 0.7 1 

> 20 periods/week 114 2.75 0.80 

Weight mean=2.55 

Table 25: Summary 0/ one-way ANOVA/or teachers ' lack o/time in doing educational research 

by specialization service and teaching loads. 

Sum of Mean 
Variab le Squares df Square F 

Between Groups 0.86 3 0.29 0.48 
Speciali zat ion Within Groups 197.15 330 0.60 

Total 1.98 333 

Service Between Groups 1.92 2 0.96 1.6 1 

Within Groups 196.09 329 0.60 
Tota l 198.01 33 1 

Teaching load Between Groups 11.11 3 3.70 6.46* 

With in Groups 185.72 324 0.57 
Total 196.83 327 

* p < 0.05 

As indicated in Table 24, the mean scores of lack of adequate time to carry out 

educational research of groups with respect teachers ' qualification were 2.52, 2.55, 2.60 and 2.45 

respectively. The corresponding mean scores fo r groups with respective to teachers service were 
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2.50, 2.57 and 2.72 respectively. As shown in Table 25 (p. 60), there were no statistical 

significant difference among the four groups of teachers' specialization and the three groups of 

teachers' service. 

However, there was statistical significant di fference in lack of abundant time doing 

research among four groups teaching load (F (3,32 4) = 6.46, P < 0.05). The result in Table 26 

specifies that, teachers who have 20 and above periods/week were overloaded than their counter 

part. 

Furthermore the weight mean 2.55 showed that the majority of teachers have not 

exaggerated teaching load and other duties that block them to conduct research. 

Table 26: Summary of Post Hoc Test (schefJe) for teachers 'lack of time in doing educational 

research by specialization service and teaching loads. 

(1) periods (1) periods Mean Difference (I-I) Std. Error 

< 10 periods 11 - 15 periods 0.22 0.18 
16- 20 periods 0.09 0.15 
> 2 1 periods 0.26 0.14 

I 1- 15 periods 16- 20 periods 0.13 0.15 

> 2 1 periods 0.48(*) 0.14 

16- 20 periods 16- 20 periods 0.35(*) 0.09 

* p < 0,05 

4.7.4. Support from Schools, Education Officers and other Staffs 

In order to be effectively engaged in research activity; teachers need to support from the 

school , the educational officers and the other staffs. From these; an administrative support in case 

of encouraging and facilitating teacher researchers as well as establishing effective and 

autonomous organizational structure for educational research is the main one. In this regard, the 

respondents were asked to report the status of support rendered by choosing one among the 
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alternatives in five rating scale ranging from "strongly disagree= I" to "strongly agree=5". The 

responses were analyzed as follows. 

Table 27: Sex and qualification differences in teachers' getting support/or doing educational 

research. 

Variable N Mean Std.dev t-value 

Sex Male 278 2.01 0.73 0.76 

Female 56 2.08 0.79 

Qualification Diploma 55 2.12 0.75 1.64 

Degree 278 1.98 0.74 

Weight mean=2.01 

* p<O.OS 

Table 27 depicted that the mean score of male teachers getting support from school, 

education officers and other staffs for doing educational research was 2.01 with in standard 

deviation of o. 73 . The cOtTesponding mean score for female teachers was 2.08 with a standard 

deviation of 0.76. The t-test ind icates there was no statistical significant difference in slipp0l1 

rendered between male and female teachers. 
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In the same way, the mean score of diploma holder teachers getting support from school, 

education officers and other staffs for doing educational research was 2. 12 with a standard 

deviation of 0.75. The corresponding mean score for degree holder teachers was 1.98 with a 

standard deviation 0.74. The t-test indicates there was no stati stical significant difference in 

getting support between diploma and degree holder teachers. 



Table 28: Descriptive statistics for teachers ' getting support in doing educational research. 

Variable N Mean Std.dev 

Specialization Language 76 2. 18 0.79 

Social science 88 1.94 0.71 

Natural science 13 1 1.96 0.77 
Others 39 2.0 1 0.72 

Service < 5 years 192 1.95 0.71 
6-12 years 93 1.94 0.78 
> 13years 47 2.38 0.72 

Teaching load < 10 periods/week 35 1.98 0.75 
11-15 periods/week 35 2.01 0.69 
16-20 periods/week 115 2.01 0.78 
> 20 periods/week 114 2.03 0.74 

Weight mean=2.01 

Table 29: Summary of one-way ANO VA for teachers' support rendered in doing educatiollal 

research. 

Sum of Mean 
Variab le Squares df Square F 

Between Groups 2.94 3 0.98 0. 15 
Specialization Within Groups 18 1.36 330 0.55 

Total 184.31 333 
Service Between Groups 7.65 2 3.82 7.12* 

Within Groups 176.61 329 0.54 
Total 184.26 33 1 

Teaching load Between Groups 0.11 3 0.04 0.06 
Within Groups 181.95 324 0.56 
Total 182.05- 327 

As shown in Table 28 ; the mean score of teachers who specialization language, social 

science, natura l science and other teachers' getting support for educational research were 2.18, 

1.94, 1.96 and 2.01 respectively. There was no stati sticall y significant difference among four 

categories of teacher specialization regard getting support. 

The mean scores of teachers who served less than or equal to 5 years, 6-12 years and 13 

and above years getting support were 1.95, 1.94 and 2.38 respectively. The data reveled 
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stati st ically signi ficant difference among three group of teachers service (F (2 ,329) = 7.12, P < 0.05) 

in favor of teachers who served 13 and above years, as in Table 30 point out. However, the data 

showed there was no statistically significant difference among four groups of teachers teaching 

load. 

Table 30: Summary of Post Hoc Test (Scheffe) for teachers' getting support in doing educational 

research. 

(I) service (1) service Mean Difference (I -J) Std. Error 

< 5 year 6-12 years 0.01 0.09 

>13 years 0.43(*) 0.12 

6-1 2 years > 13 years 0.44(*) 0.13 

* p < 0.05 

Furthermore, the weight mean 2.01 indicates that there was lack of support rendered for 

teachers who doing educational research from school, educational officers and other staffs. 

Confirming thi s, the interviews that made from principals and woreda education officers almost 

clearly indicate that there was no incentive provided for teachers who did research except 

acknowledgment letters. As the principals and woreda education office heads explained, 

sometimes they write acknowledgment papers for teachers who did educational research. In 

add ition, as the research works quality and necessity, they send the research repOJ1s for higher 

education office next to them (i.e. school to woreda, woreda to zone and zone to region). 

In line with thi s, the majority school principals repo11ed that currently the concentration of 

higher authorities ' from woreda to zone and/or region was on the intake of primary education . 

Less emphasis was given to secondary schools education. Secondary school principals were busy 

on facilitating only the teaching- learning process without adequate assistance of hi gher bodies. 

As the principals explained, their attention for educational research was less from the expected to 

them unless teachers who would like engage educational research request supporting. Similarly 
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the interview reports that made from woreda and zone education officers revealed that there was 

expectation educational research works from secondary school teachers, without providing 

adequate assistance. 

On the other hand, to facilitate teachers ' involvement in educational research as well as to 

create a research climate at school level, the presence of research coordinating unit is 

unquestionable. Consideri ng this, teachers were asked whether a research coordinating unit at 

their school and worreda education office is. The summary of responses is presented in Table 3 1. 

Table 3 j: Availability of research coordinating unit 

No Items Reponses i value 

Yes (%) No(%) I don ' t know among the 

schools and 

woreda 

I [s there a research coordinating 7 [(21.30) 257(76.90) - 7.75(df=6) 

unit at your school level? 

2 Is there a research coordinating 38(11.40) 76(22.80) 218(65.30) 

unit at your Woreda Education 
Office? 

* p < 0.05 

As shown from Table 31, the majority of the respondent teachers (76.9%) repli ed that 

there was no research coordinating unit in their school. Whereas the rest 21.3% of the teachers 

reported that there was a research coordinating unit in their school. Correspondingl y, 65.3% of 

the respondents were not known whether there was or no research coordinating unit at their 

woreda education office. The other 22.8% of teachers said that there was no research 

coord inating unit in their woreda. However, the rest 11.4% of the teachers reported that there was 

a research coordinating unit in their woreda. In thi s connection the interviews that made from 

directors, woreda and zone education officers show that there was a research coordinating unit at 

school; in contrast at Woreda and Zone, temporary committees were established for the purpose 
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of evaluating research papers while schools send to them. But, the research coordinating units in 

schools have no visib le function for teachers. 

Besides, to see whether there is a significant difference among the seven secondary 

schools under the study regarding research coordinating unit, chi-square test were applied as 

shown in Table 31 (p.67). Since the obtained value 7.75 of:>! does not exceed the critical value 

12.59 of:>! at the 0.05 level of significance and 6 df So, it may conclude that there was no 

difference among the secondary schools in the case of functionality of their research coordinating 

unit. 

4.7.5. Availability of Resource to Undertaking Educational Research 

The availability and utilization of budget allocation, relevant educational literatures (such 

as research books, joumals, manuals, and model research papers or reports) in the libraries/book 

stores, equipments and other facilities have become critical variables to enhance teachers ' 

involvement in educational research. In this regard, respondents were asked to report the 

availability of such things in their school by choosing one among the altematives in five rating 

scale ranging from "strongly disagree= I" to "strongly agree=5". The responses were analyzed as 

fo llows. 

Table 32: Teachers perception in the availability a/resource/or educational research. 

Variable Attribute N Mean Std.dev t-value 

Sex Male 278 2.12 0.74 0.16 

Female 56 2.10 0.58 

Qualification Diploma 55 2.17 0.59 0.79 

Degree 278 2.10 0.74 

Weight mean=2.12 

• p < 0.05 
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As it can be observed from Table 32, mean score of male availability of resource for 

doing educat ional research was 2.12 with a standard deviation of 0.74. The corresponding mean 

score for fema le teachers was 2.10 with a standard deviation of 0.58 . The t-test resu lt shows that 

there was no statistical significant difference between male and female teachers incase of 

availability of resource rendered. 

The mean score of degree holder teachers' availability of resource to doing educational 

research was 2. 17 wi th a standard deviation of 0.59. The corresponding figures for diploma 

holder teachers' were 2.10 and 0.74 respectively. The analysis shows there was no stati stically 

sign ificant difference between degree and diploma ho lder teachers. 

Table 33: Descriptive statistics for teachers' perception in availability of resource in doillg 

educational research. 

Variable N Mean Std,dev 

Specialization Language 76 2.19 0.71 

Social science 88 2.02 0.67 

Natural science 131 2.14 0.78 

Others 39 2.10 0.61 

Service ::: 5 years 192 2.02 0.67 

6-12 years 93 2.08 0.68 

~ 13years 47 2.60 0.79 

Teaching load < 10 periods/week 35 2.08 0.75 

11 - 15 periods/week 35 2.00 0.69 

16-20 periods/week 115 2.13 0.78 

> 20 periods/week 114 2.14 0.74 

Weight mean=2.1 1 



Table 34: SUI11I11{l1Ji of one-way ANOVA for teachers' perception in availability of resource for 

doing educational research . 

Sum of Mean 

Variable Squares df Square F 

Between Groups 1.34 3 0.46 0.86 
Speciali zation Withi n Groups 170.32 330 0.52 

Tota l 171.66 333 

Service Between Groups 13.07 2 6.53 13.66* 

With in Groups 157.36 329 0.48 
Total 170.43 331 

Teaching load Between Groups 0.81 3 0.27 0.51 
Within Groups 166.83 324 0.52 
Tota l 167.64 327 

* p < 0.05 
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The one-way ANOV A in Table 34 shows there was no statistically significant difference 

in getting resource among four categories of teachers' specialization. Similarly, the data indicates 

that there was no statistical significant difference among four categories of teachers teaching 

load. However, the data revealed statistically significant difference in availability of resource 

rendered to doing educational research among three groups of teachers service (F (2,329) = 13.66, P 

< 0.05) in favor of that teachers who have high teaching experience, as the result of Post Hoc 

Test specify in Table 35. 

Table 35: Summary of Post Hoc Test (ScheJJe) for teachers ' availability of resource rendered in 

doing educational research by specialization service and teaching loads. 

(I) service (1) service Mean Difference (I-I) Std. Error 

< 5 year 6- I 2 years 0.07 0.09 

> 13 years 0.58(*) 0.11 

6- I 2 years >13 years 0.52(*) 0.12 

* p < 0.05 

Moreover the weight mean 2.11 indicates that there was lack of availabi lity of resource to 

can'you! educational research in EGSS . The interviews taken from school principals, Woreda and 
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Zone 0 ffi cers also strengthened that there was no budget allocated for educational research as a 

whole. However, there were limited stationery (one ream and few pens) from schools that 

provide for teachers who conduct educational research . 

4.7.6. Which Factors' are More Responsible to Affect Teachers Involvement in 

Research? 

As already discussed in the above, it was attempted to investigate the factors that hamper 

teachers from undertaking educational research . To evaluate the degree of hindrance of these 

factors, respondents were asked to rate the degree of seriousness of the factors in fi ve level ranks. 

The facto r are ranked after the weighted mean of each item analyzed based on the response 

obtained. 

Table 36: Rank of/actors which affect teachers research involvement by sex and area of 

specialization 

NO. Item Rank 

All Female Other 
Teachers teachers teachers 

I Lack of attitudes toward research 4 3 4 

2 Lack of finance, resource, and facilities 1 2 2 
3 Lack of knowledge and skill in research 3 4 I 

methodology 

4 Lack of support from schools, educational 2 1 3 
officers and other staffs 

5 Shortage of time 5 5 5 

As it can be observed from Table 36, teachers as a whole, lack of finance, resource and other 

fac ili ties ranked first , lack of support from schools, educational officers and other staffs second, 

lack of knowledge and sk ill in research methodology third, lack of attitudes toward research 

fo urth and shortage of time fifth. 
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Female teachers on their side also, lack of support from schools, educational officers and 

other sta ffs ranked first, lack of finance, resource and other facilities second, lack of attitudes 

toward research third, lack of knowledge and skill in research methodology fourth and shortage 

of time fifth. 

Other teachers such as economics, business, technical drawing, physical education and 

soon ranked, lack of knowledge and skill in research methodology first, lack of finance, resource 

and other facilit ies second, lack of support from schools, educational officers and other staffs 

third, lack of attitudes toward research fourth and shol1age of time fifth. 

4.8. Teachers' Future Plan to Conduct Educational Research 

Teachers were also asked if they have plans or intentions to conduct educational research 

inthe future. It was found out from their response that 263 (78.7%) of the respondent teachers 

had a plan to calTY out research. While 68 (20.4%) of teachers had not plan to undertake 

educational research. The responses seem to be promising if taken for granted as they appear. 

However, the majority of teachers may conduct research ifreference and stationeries are 

ava ilable in their school and educational officers assist and give attention to educational research. 

Table 37: Teachers future plan to do research. 

Item Number 0/0 

Do you have a plan to conduct educational Yes 263 78.7 

research in the future? No 68 20.4 

Missed 3 0.9 

Total 334 100 

In the teachers plan to do an investigation within their schools/ classrooms for the future; 

there were so many issues or abundance of problems. These issues were in relation to promoting 

teachi ng- learn ing process. Most of the issues which teachers will try to investigate were the same 
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across the schools. Some of the issues include causes of poor academic performance of female 

students, mechanisms of improving the quality of education, discip linary problems of students, 

impact ofcivic education on students' behavior, perception of teachers to continuous professional 

development (CPD) courses, causes of teachers dissatisfactions on teaching, application of learner­

centred approach, how to improve the speaking and writing skill of students in Engli sh and 

Amharic subjects, student-teacher relationship, cause of conflicting among staffs, teacher­

parent/community relationship, causes of students' underachievement in different subjects and 

grades and resolution mechanisms, causes of students cheating at examination room, communities 

perception to civic education, and comparison of old and new educational policies outcomes. 

However, there were significant numbers of teachers who have no plan to conduct 

research. Because, as teachers were reacted to open ended question, they have lack of knowledge 

and reference material and moreover they were demoralized by ignorance of policy makers and 

other higher educational officers to research results, especially those conducted by teachers. 
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Chapter 5: Discussion 

The resu lts wh ich were driven from the data taken from 334 teachers, 7 directors, 13 

Woreda and Zone educat ion officers and document analysis were discussed with related 

literatures in thi s chapter under the selected themes. 

5.1. Training of Teachers in Educational Research 

Knowledge and skill in educational research that were acquired either during the ini tial 

training or through short term trainings provided on the job are important requirements to carry 

out study. Since training is presumed as an important input to improve teachers abi li ty of doing 

research. The analysis of respondents' responses revealed that the majority of teachers' have 

attended research methodology courses at universities/colleges level, while less number of 

teachers was palticipated in seminar, workshop, or in-service trainings in educational research. 

This revealed that most teachers got the trai nings during their initially, while the trend of 

provid ing on job trainings to secondary school teachers in organized seminars and workshops 

was very weak in the zone. 

74 

There was no stati stical significant di fference among teachers ' sex, qualification and 

service in their educational research training. But there was statistical significant difference in 

teachers training across their area of speciali zation. As compared to other field of stud y, less 

number of teachers who classified under "others" was taken training in educational research. 

Moreover, "other" teachers (such as techn ical drawing, economics, business, HPE) and some 

natural science, language as well little social science teachers who graduated from app lied stream 

(out o f education co lleges) did not attended any research methodology courses. This disparity of 

teachers training might affected their educational research involvement. 
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Those who took the courses and the trainings reported that their training was useful to 

undertake ed ucational research, helped in exposing school problems to the public and seek 

solutions. However there were significant number of teachers who argue that the important of the 

course contents and the method of trainings. 

These signify that the need to improve the quantity, quality and relevance of training 

programs. As Mwaria and Wamahiu (1995) noted, training educational researchers in research 

methodology is key element to improve educational research process. Even those teachers who 

took research methodology courses, in-service trainings, seminars, workshop and short-term 

trainings on research should be provided to strengthen their research skill. Unless polished and 

sharpened by practices, by short tenn trainings, and by personal readings research skills and 

knowledge what has been learnt can vanish in time. 

5.2. Teachers Involvement in Educational Research 

It is believed that school practice could be improved and changed through a continuous 

investigation of a situation that requires improvement, seeking the means of improvement and 

acting accordingly (AED, 2006). In education enterprise, educational research is a remedy to this 

effect. Teachers are the immediate practitioners at school to inquire the routines that may hold 

back or facilitate the instructional process and the school environment. This could be made 

possible through educational research. Teachers, directors and Woreda and Zone educat ional 

officers were asked to specify teachers who did educational research accordingly. Their responses 

showed that onl y one-third ofEGSS teachers were involved in research activities. The indication 

is that there was less effort of educational research undertaking. On the other hand, it seems an 

encouraging effort when compared to other finding (Abraham, 2004). Though, the majority 
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appeared to involve in research was inadequately. However, the result contradicts to Hussen 

(2000), which was teaching experience was inversely correlated with teachers' research 

involvement. 

Taking into consideration this, teachers were asked to provide information on the ex tent 

to which their teaching experience has helped them in doing educational research. The majority 

of respondent teachers who did educational research said that their teaching experience has 

helped them highly to carryout educational research. Additionally, the mean 3.83 point out that 

teachers teaching experience input to undertaking educational research were high. 

The results what's more indicate that teachers who had attended educational research 
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courses were more participated in research activities than teachers who were untrained in 

research. The finding confirm with (Hussen, 2000), that training was the major predictor of 

teachers' involvement in educational research. There were some teachers who did research 

although they had no course attended about research while those researchers acquired trai ning in 

educational research did studies more than who do not take the research course. The inference is 

that training seems to have provided teachers some opportunity to conduct research. 

5.3. Main Issues or Problems Addressed in Research Outputs 

Responses from teachers and documents analysis showed that disciplinary problems 

among students, teacher-student interaction, causes of students' underachievement, co-curricular 

activities, examination, and teaching method or technique issues were dominantly addressed 

problems by teacher researchers . This implies that, most of the issues that teachers tri ed to 

investigate apparently related to the practical problems they encountered in the classroom as well 

as within the school. 
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However, problems like; teaching materials and various school facilities, curri cular issues, 

tex t books, teacher's role and teachers morale, leadership styles, educational administration and 

supervision, the quality of education, the participation of parents, teachers and community in 

educational program, the impact of societal factor on students academic achievement in schools, 

and learners need were untouched area of investigation in EGSS. 

5.4. Factors that Drive Teachers to Conduct Educational Research 

Accord ing to the responses from teachers who did educational research , research for the 

partial fulfillment of the requirement for degree, for the promotion in the career structure and 

followed by research for the requirements ofCPD and SIP programs were dominantly in itiating 

teachers to undeliaken research in their school. The result was to some extent confirm with 

Yalew (2000) and Ashenafi (2007) findings. 

From these factors , however, especiall y teachers carried out research for the partial 

fulfil lment of the requirements for degree/courses work previously may not sustainab le for the 

future. Thus, the involvement of teachers in educational research in EGSS was not based on 

sustainable factor. Thi s is because of teachers did not stay every working times in attending 

courses and promoting in career structures. Courses and ladder of career structures terminate at 

some stage in Ethiopian situation. Perhaps the dependent of teachers' research activity on such 

facto rs may affect their invo lvement in educational research. 

5.5. Dissemination of Research Outputs 

Responses from teachers showed that, only very less number of the respondents said that 

there is a mechanism to di sseminate research results in their school that did by teachers and other 

educators. This happens some times teachers presented their research works on CPD programs for 
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their group meets or for the anther groups. Groups were fomled based on the criteria teachers who 

had relative field of studies accordingly schools size. If the school has small numbers of teachers 

the groups established based on language, natural science and social science fields. Schools that 

have a large number of staffs establi shed on the way department (English, Amharic, 

Mathematics ... ) or even the department staffs divided in two or three groups. 

However, the majority teachers responded that there was no any opportunity of 

disseminating research works. Besides, there was no difference among secondary schools in 

Eastern Gojjam regarding to research works dissemination. The result goes with that of Befekadu 

(2000), Yeshimberat (2000) and USAID (2007). It indicated that there was no convenient channel 

of communicating research outputs in schools. 

Furthermore respondent teachers were asked to specify their suggestion to so lve the 

problem of disseminating research works in secondary schools. Thus, teachers point out different 

ways which used to di sseminate research works. Some of the important mechanisms incl ude 

copies of teachers works have been put in libraries; teachers' research works would be presented 

on different teachers meeting by providing some time, if there is seasonal research discussion on 

schools cluster level and if there is experience-sharing habits among secondary schools, and 

secondary schools to relative colleges/universities regarding educational research . 

5.6. Factors Affecting Teachers Involvement in Educational Research 

Conducting educational research need di fferent inputs like personal competence in 

educational research, attitudes toward research, support from schools and woreda educational 

officers, time, and ava ilability resource and other facilities . However in the previous di scussion, it 

was made clear that the EGSS teachers did not engage in research as expected. So, under thi s 
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section responses of teachers regarding to the influence of those factors on their research 

pal1icipation were discussed. 

l. Teachers Competence in Educational Research 
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The need for competency in educational research methodology becomes indi spensable to 

indi vidual teachers. Prior ability of teachers which develop through training in educational 

research is essential element for engagement in the practice but not end by itself. In this regard, 

the majority of teachers under the study had medium competency of defining a research problem, 

preparing basic research questions, using sampling system, preparing research proposal, 

preparing review of li terature, referencing literature sources, preparing questionnaire, analyzing 

data, interpreting research result, providing conclusion based on the result and writing research 

report ski ll that used to undertaking educational research on their own level as the teachers 

explained. The result goes with Hussen (2000), but contradicts to Abraham (2004). 

However, there were many teachers who had a competency problem in doing research 

that affect their invo lvement, though the magnitude of the problem varies across secondary 

school teachers. To make out the significant difference among teachers in research aptitUde, the 

responses were analyzed using mean, standard deviation, t-test and/or one-way ANOV A 

accordingly. 

The result indicates that, there was no statistically difference in educational research 

personal competence between male and female teachers. The two group teachers had medium 

compatible abili ty in educational research. 

On the other hand, the data revealed there was statistically significant difference abi li ty in 

educational research between diploma and degree holder teachers, among teachers four category 

of area of specialization , among teachers three category of service and between trained and 
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un tra ined in educational research. As a result, teachers who did first degree; attend training in 

educational research and low teaching experience have better competence in educational research 

than their counter parts. But, "other" fi elds of study teachers have weak research do ing abi lity 

than teachers whose area of specialization was language, social science and natural science. 

Besides, there was more disparity of research doing ability among teachers who did not attend 

any research course than who did attended. 

ii. Teachers Attitudes toward Research 

It is essenti al for teachers to become familiar with and develop an appreciation of the 

nature of the research process. The findings revealed that the attitude of teachers in EGSS was a 

promi sing for invo lvement in conducting educational research. The majority of respondent 

teachers did not agree to the assumption that educational research has to be left onl y to those who 

have a specific trai ning in educational research. They believed that, conducting research is one of 

their tasks as teaching. Since, research is the best tool to improve their teaching. This may clearly 

imply that thei r trust was that all teachers need to be researchers. The result also shows that many 

teachers have interest toward conducting educational research. The finding seems to be 

consistence with Seyoum 's (1998), Yeshemebrat (2000), Hussen (2000) and Abraham (2004) 

studies, majority of the teachers in thei r studies had positive attitude toward educational research. 

And disagree with Yalew (2000), Ashenafi (2007) and USAID (2007) findings. Since an 

effecti ve research would grow out of the expressed needs of the teachers invo lved in educational 

research, thi s finding was indeed an encouraging one. 

That is not means that there were no teachers those have negative attitude to educational 

research. For further justi fication and to make out whether there was a significant di fference 

among teachers characteristics' regard ing their attitude towards educational research, the 



, 

82 

responses are analyzed in detail. The results indicate that there was no attitudinal difference in 

educational research between male and female teachers; diploma and degree holder teachers; and 

among teachers who have low, medium and high teaching experience. 

However there was statistical significant difference within teachers' attitude toward 

educational research between teachers who had trainings in educational research and teachers 

who did not attended research trainings; and among teachers who categorized "others" and other 

field of studies. Furthermore the result revealed that, the attitude of teachers toward research of 

untrained teachers in educational research more diverge than trained one. 

iii. Lack of Ample Time 

If teachers are highly loaded with teaching and other non-teaching activities, like 

committee works, they are less likely to employ research since research by nature is a time taking 

activity. However, the majority of teachers in this study said that they have no a great problem of 

time to conduct research. Meaning that, time factor is found not to be major one to affect 

teachers' pat1icipation in research in EGSS. The result disagree with Yalew (200) and Samson 

(2002), but goes with Abraham (200) findings. 

The results revealed that there was no statistically significant difference in teaching load 

effect on educational research involvement among teachers group with respect to sex, 

qualification, specialization and service. Besides, the weight mean 2.55 specifies that teaching 

load and other committee duties effect on teachers' educational research involvement is almost 

moderate. However, there was statistical significant difference in lack of ample time among four 

groups of teachers regarding teaching load. Perhaps overloaded teachers (who have::> 20 

periods/week) may be burden on duties related to teaching-learning process. On the other hand 
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some teachers who have 10 and less periods/week were busy on committee and other school 

duties. 

iv. Support from Schools, Education Officers and other Staffs 
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The nature of the support providing system for educational research as a whole in the 

zone was very low. There was no incentive for teachers who do research, the administrations 

were not encouraging, and there was no any research coordinating unit at woreda and zonal level 

that was functioning actively. Though, there was a nonfunctional research coordinating unit in 

school. The result goes wi th Yalew (2000), Abraham (2004), and US AID (2007) but, contrad ict 

to Hussen (2000) finding. This indicates that educational research was not given due attention in 

the zone. Hence, the support system of the schools and especially the woredas education office 

and the zone education department for teachers who carry out educational research needs furth er 

attention for improvement. 

v. Availability of Resource to Undertake Educational Research 

The respondent teachers and principals reported that, there were no budget, adequate 

re ference materials and secretarial service to teachers that help them to undertake research at their 

schools. The schools libraries are ill-equipped and are not well organized. The support given was 

in fonTIs of limited stationery. Almost the result goes with Yalew (2000), Abraham (2004), and 

USAID (2007) but, contradict to Hussen (2000) finding. Hence, this may contributed a lot for the 

low level of teachers ' invo lvement in educational research. Moreover in such a si tuation, it might 

be not easy expect from teachers to do quality and standardized research. 
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CHAPTER 6: SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND 

RECOMMENDA TIONS 

Tn this chapter of the paper, it has attempted to present summary, some concluding 

remarks and forwarded recommendations according to the major findings of the study. 

6.1. Summary 
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The teaching-learning processes become effective, up to date and successful if it is 

supported by educational research. Educational research helps to describes, explains, analyzes and 

interprets educational phenomena. It also helps teachers and other educators to assess and reflect 

their teaching-learning process, explore and test new ideas, theories, methods of teaching, 

educational material (Habtamu, 2000; & Gemechu, 2006). This indicates that there is a need to 

facilitate conditions to conduct research in classroom situation by practitioners. Such type of 

research helps to so lve educational problems and improve classroom situations. 

Teachers should be inquisitive in identifying problems and suggesting solutions through 

continuous educational research efforts in areas that have direct or indirect impact on education. 

Teachers at all level are expected to conduct educational research (MoE, 2004). Accordingly, 

teachers' conduct educational research gives special emphasis on the education and training 

policy (TGE, 1994). Despite this fact , the participation of teachers in research activity use as the 

criteria of evaluation as well as career structure at this time (MoE, 2004). 

In East Gojjam Zone at present, however, there is no evidence that indicates the status of 

educational research on secondary schools. Hence, the main aim of this study was to explore the 

status of educational research in secondary schools in the Zone. Research on the status of 

educational research in secondary schools provides valuable infornlation for teachers, directors 
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and other responsible authorities at school, woreda, zonal and regional levels. Besides, it adds 

perspecti ves to concerned bodies and educators about the prior understanding of the invo lvement 

of secondary school teachers to conduct educational research. 

The basic research questions were: 

I . What was the current status of East Gojjam Zone Secondary School teachers' 

invo lvement in conducting educational research? 

2. Was there a significant difference among teacher's characteristics (sex, level of 

qualification and experi ence) in their invo lvement? 

3. What types of educational issue were addressed in research papers? 

4. To what extent teacher's research works were disseminated? 

5. What were the factors that affect teachers' involvement in educational research? 

~ To what extent these factors are related to teacher characteristics (sex, level of 

qualification and experience)? 

~ Which facto rs were more responsible to affect teachers' involvement in research 

act ivities? 

A descriptive survey research method was employed in this study. For thi s purpose 

main ly quantitative but also qualitative data were collected from representative samples. Before 

the actual data co llection the questionnaire was piloted on 25 teachers . 363 copies of 

questionnaire were administrated for 7 secondary school teachers that taken from 22 secondary 

schools in the zone. From this, 334 teacher respondents did returned the questionnaire by fi lling 

appropriate ly, whereas the rest 29 teachers did not retum the questiormaire properly. Percentages 

and weighted means were applied for numerical interpretation. X' -test, t-test andlor one-way 

AN OVA were employed to examine whether there is a significant di ffe rences among teacher 

characteristics in their research engagement as well as factors affected their research 
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participation. Side by side interviews were made with 7 directors (deputy/representative 

directors) of secondary schools, 10 Woreda and 3 Zone officers of East Gojjam Zone in the 

academic year 2008/09. The data secured through interview were analyzed qualitatively. The 

quantitative and the qualitative data help to obtain different but complementary data on the same 

topic to have good understanding of the research problem. The following were the main findings 

of the study. 

I . The majorities (80.2%) of teacher respondents have attended research methodology 

courses at universities/colleges, but only 23.4% of the respondent teachers were 

participated in seminars, workshops, or in-service trainings of educational research. There 

was no significant difference among teachers' by sex, qualification and service year 

(years of experiences) in their educational research training. But, there was statistically 

significant difference in teachers training among teachers with regarded their area of 

specialization. Especially, teachers who graduated fi·om applied stream (out of education 

colleges) were not attended any research methodology courses. The majority of teachers 

perceived that, research trainings were useful for them to undertake educational research. 

2. Only 1131"<1 ofEGSS teachers were found participating in educational research. There was 

no difference with male and female teachers and teachers who had low and high teaching 

load in educational research involvement. However, teachers who had attended research 

trainings and teachers who have 6 and more years teaching experience were more 

palticipated in research activities than their counter part. The participation of diploma 

holder teachers in research activities were more than teachers who had first degree, 

however it was not significant. The majority of teachers react that, their teaching 

experience help highly them to undeltake research activity. 
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3. The study has found that, varieties of issues were investigated by teachers who did 

educational research. Most of these issues are interrelated to promoting students' learning. 

However, problems like teaching materials, school facilities, curricular issues, educational 

administration and supervision, the pal1icipation of parents, teachers and community in 

educational program and learners need are not touched by teacher investigators. 

4. The requirement of partial fulfillment of degree/course, promotion in the career structure 

and followed by CPD and SIP programs research necessities were found dominantly 

initiating teachers to undertake research in their school. 

5. In EGSS as whole dissemination of education research works was found to be 

marginalized. 

6. The majority of teachers under the study have found medium personal competency in 

educational research. There was no statistically difference in educational research 

personal competence between male and female teachers. However, teachers who had first 

degree; attend training in educational research and low teaching service had better 

research doing competence than their counter parts. But, "other" fields of study teachers 

had weak research doing ability than teachers whose area of specialization was language, 

social sc ience and natural science. 

7. The majority of teachers in this study have favorable attitude toward conducting 

educational research. There was no attitudinal difference in educational research between 

male and fema le teachers; diploma and degree holder teachers; and among teachers who 

have low, medium and high teaching experience. However, teachers who attended 

research training (especially whose area of study language, social science and natural 

science) have had favorab le attitude to research than "other" field of study. 
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8. The research doing competence and attitude toward educational research of untrained 

teachers in educational research methodology was found more diverges than trained one. 

9. Nearl y 2/3,d of the respondent teachers had no high teaching load and other committee 

duties that may affect their involvement in educational research. Hence, the majority 

teachers were found moderately loaded. 

10. The administrative supports rendered to encouraging and facilitating teacher researchers 

as well as establ ishing effective and autonomous organizational structure for educational 

research were very weak. There were no incentives for teacher researchers from higher 

officers. Bes ides, Woreda education offices and Zone education department had no 

research coordinating body/structure. But secondary schools had a non- functional 

committee. 

II. [n Eastern Gojjam Zone as a whole; secondary schools had lack of budget allocation, 

relevant educational literatures (such as research books, journals, manuals, and model 

research papers or reports) in the Iibrarieslbook stores, equipments and other facilities to 

undertake educational research. 

12. Generally, factors like lack of reference material s, resource and facilities; ignorance of 

higher educational officers to research and lack knowledge and skill in educational 

research methodology consecutively were found the main responsible factors that hinder 

teachers from educational research activities. 

13. The majority (78.7%) of the respondent teachers had a plan to carry out educational 

research for the future, if reference and stationery are available in their school and 

educational officers assi st and give attention to educational research. 
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6.2. Conclusions 

Research activities in school enhance and enrich the teaching-learning process, thereby 

contributing to the improvement of educational quality. The evidences that collected from 

pal1icipants to identi fy teachers' involvements in educational research were revealed on the above 

findings. Based on those findings, the conclusions were made as follows. 

Most 0 f the teachers in EGSS have attended research methodology courses at 

universities/colleges; but the movement toward providing trainings for teachers in seminars, 

workshops, or in-service training programs to up date teachers educational research ski ll and 

knowledge in the Zone was found very low. Especially, teachers who graduated from applied 

stream (out of education colleges) have not attended any research methodology courses. The 

majority of teachers have not got the access of training. The courses attended and the trainings 

conducted were found useful to develop teachers' competences in educational research. 

The involvement of EGSS teachers in educational research was low; however, the 

attempts done by teachers to conduct educational research were encouraging. Experienced 

teachers and trained teachers in educational research were more involved in research activities 

than less experienced and untrained ones. A variety of issues which interrelated to promoting 

students ' learning were investigated by teacher researchers. However, problems related to school 

facilities, cUlTicular issues, educational administration and supervision, the participation of 

parents, teachers and community in educational program and learners need were not touched by 

teacher investigators. 

~st of the teacher researchers undertook their study for the purpose ofpal1ial fulfillment of 

degree requirement and to promote in the career structure. The research works as a whole were not 

disseminated. There was no convenient channel of communicating research outputs. 



'-' 

91 

The majority of teachers under the stud y had medium personal educational research 

competency and favo rab le attitude toward educational research. Teachers who have first degree; 

attended training in educational research; and low teaching experience had better research doing 

competence than their counter parts. But, "other" fields of study teachers had weak research 

doing abi lity than teachers whose area of specialization is language, social sc ience and natura l 

sc ience. The research doing competence and attitude toward educational research of untrained 

teachers in research more diverges than trained one. 

Teachers were not rendered appropriate suppOli and recognition from different 

parties/school, Woreda education offices and Zone department/ to undertake educational 

research. There was no funct ional research coordinating unit/structure in the zone. There were 

lack of budget allocation, relevant educational literatures in the librari es, equipments and other 

faci li ties which help to do educational research. Generall y, factors like lack of reference 

materi als, resource and fac ilities; ignorance of higher educational officers to educational 

research; and lack knowledge and ski ll in educational research methodology consecutively were 

found the main responsible factors that hinder teachers from educational research acti vity. But, 

the overall effect of teaching load and other school duties on the research involvement of teachers 

in EGSS was moderate. 

In EGSS, the future directions of teacher involvement looks promising provided that those 

problems encountered are reduced. If references and stationeries are available in their school and 

educat ional officers ass ist and give attention to educational research. 



6.3. Recommendations 

Base on the findings of the study and the conclusions drawn, the researcher tries to 

suggest the following recommendations. 

I. As the study revealed, the majority of teachers have attended research methodology 

courses. However, there was lack of training in seminars, in workshops, or in-service 

programs to tutor teachers who are not attended any educational courses and to up date 

teachers educational research skill and knowledge as a whole. Therefore, educational 

officers at woreda, zone and regional level have to be established a structure that help 

train teachers to varnish and promote their educational research competences. 

2. Experience exchange help teachers by initiating them for doing educational research . 
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Therefore, principals of the schools, woreda and zone officers should create a mechanism 

through which teachers exchange experience from other teachers and researchers. This 

could he at school level and/or cluster resource centre. 

3. Research requires greater inputs such as budget allocation; relevant educational literatures 

in the libraries/book store; stationery, equipments and other facilities. But EGSS were 

found seriously suffered with lack of this inputs resulted no suitable for teachers 

educational research involvement. Therefore, it is recommended that secondary schools 

should be given attention and provided at least relevant educational literatures (such as 

research books, journals, manuals, and model research papers or reports) ; stationery, 

equipments(such as computers, typewriting and calculators) to satisfy the minimum 

research facilities through adjusting the budget allocation and mobili zing the local 

community and creating partnership with nongovernmental organizations. 
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4 . The findings showed that, results of research works were not di sseminated in the 

secondary schoo ls. Therefore, education officers (at woreda, zonal and regional level), 

teachers and school directors should be established a mechanism of disseminated research 

results. This could be done through organizing research seminars and confe rences; putting 

copies of teachers research works in libraries; providing some time to presentation of 

research works on different teachers meeting and by developing experience-sharing habits 

among schoo ls to schools, and schools to relative colleges/universities regarding to 

educational research. 

s. Besides, teachers research involvement were found highly affected by lack of appropriate 

support and recognition from different parties/schools, Woreda education offices and 

Zone education department!. So, it is recommended that functional research coordinating 

unites should be organized at schools, woredas, zonal and regional level that provide 

adequate Support for teachers. 

6. Lacks of incenti ves that provides for teachers who did educational research were found 

dissatisfied teachers to involve in research activities . Therefore, it is recommended that 

responsible bodies at school, woreda, zonal and regional level should be motivated 

teachers to do educational research using different mechanisms. This could be done 

through providing moral assistance, acknowledgement letter, a chance to present their 

research on different educational meeting, a chance to pubiish their research output and 

martial or financial prizes for teachers who conduct educational research. 
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The purpose of this study is to assess teachers' engagement in educational research practices in 

secondary school of East Gojjam Zone. Please, give due attention and respond to the questions 

honestly. [ would like to assure that your response is kept confidential and it will only be used for 

research purpose. Don't write your name. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 

PART I: Background Information 

I. Name of yo ur school_---,,=,..-_ _______ _ 

2. Sex: D Male D Female 
3. Age. ________ _ 

4. Your service years in teaching ___ ______ _ 

5. The number of periods you are teaching per week _____ _ 

6. Your qualification: D Diploma D BA/B.SC/B.Ed 
D Others (specify) ----------

7. Your area of specialization: D Language D Natural Science 
D Social science D other (specify) ______ _ 

PART n: Basic Questions 

The following items are about your training in educational research methodology. Indicate your 

agreement by using a tick mark (..JJ on the cOtTesponding box. 

8. Have yo u ever attended any research methodology courses? DYes D No 

9. If yo ur answer for question number 8 is 'Yes', how do you rate the usefulness of the research 

course in equipping you to do research is D Very low D Low D Medium 

D High D Very high 

10. Have you ever participated in any seminar, workshop, or in-service training to up date your 

resea rch sk i II? DYes DNo 

11. If your answer for question number 10 is 'Yes', how do you rate the usefulness of the 

research trainings in equipping you to do research is 

D Very low D Low D Medium 

D High D Very high 
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12. Do you read different books, journals, articles and other handouts of educational research? 

DYes o No 

The following items refer the level of your personal competence to do educational research. 

Indicate the level of your agreement or disagreement by using a tick mark (..IJ on the 

co rresponding number w here 1= Very low, 2= Low, 3= Medium, 4= High and 5=Very high 

No Items 1 2 3 

13 My knowledge to do educational research 

14 My skill to do educational research 

15 My confidence to do educational research 

16 My interest to undertake educational research in my school 

17 My experience of preparing research proposal 

18 My experience of defining a research problem 

19 My competence in analyzing data 

20 My competence in preparing questionnaire 

21 My competence in preparing research hypothesis or basic research questions 

22 My experience in preparing review of related literature 

23 My experience in referencing literature sources 

24 My competence in using sampling system 

25 My experience in interpreting data 

26 My competence in providing conclusion based on research result 

27 My experience in writing research reports 

4 5 

The fol lowing items are about your attitude toward educational research. Indicate the level of 

you r agreement or disagreement by using a tick mark (..IJ on the corresponding number where 1= 

strongly disagree, 2= Disagree, 3=Undecided, 4= Agree and 5= strongly agree 

NQ Items 1 2 3 4 5 

28 Research is the work of those who have specific training. 

29 Research is the best tool to improve my teachi ng. 

30 Research should be taken as teaching activity. 

3 1 Educational research contributes in solving practical educational problem 

32 Research is one of my tasks as teacher. 

33 Engagement in educational research overburdens teachers. 

34 [ could be more creative if I am involved in research. 

35 [ like doing research. 

36 Doing research is boring. 

37 I would prefer if I am a researcher. 

38 [ f research is not a criterion for promotion, [ would have not involved in it. 

39 [ wi sh if [ would have training in research 

40 Doing research is extra vagant time and resource 

4 1 Research in education has not outcome 



The following items are about your research involvement. Indicate your agreement by using a 
tick mark (-vi on the cOITesponding box. 

42. Have you ever conducted research in your teaching career? o Yes o No 

43. [fyour answer for question number 42 is 'Yes', please write the Title(s), 

1. __________________________________________________ ___ 

2. __________________________________________________ ___ 

3. __________________________________________________ ___ 
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44. I f your answer for question number 42 is 'Yes', what were the purpose(s) of the issue(s) you 
studied? 0 For promotion in the career structure 0 To develop knowledge 

CJThe fulfillment of my degree or diploma 0 To solve problems in schooling 

o If any other, specify it ___________________ _ 

45. If your response for question number 42 is 'No', state your reason _________ _ 

46. To what extent your teaching experience contributes to your research undertaking, 

OVery low 0 Low 0 Medium 0 High oVery high 

47. Do you have a plan to conduct educational research in the future? OYes DNo 

48. If your response for question number 47 is 'Yes' , on what issues will you conduct research? 

49. [fyour response for question number 47 is 'No ' , state your reason _________ _ 

The following items refer to dissemination of research works. Indicate your agreement by using a 

tick mark (-vi on the corresponding box. 

50. Have you get an access to research works of other teachers? OYes ONo 

51. Is there an opportunity to disseminate research work in your school? OYes ONo 

52. If your response for question number 51 is 'Yes', by what mechanism? (You can mark more 

than one option) 0 Conferences 0 publications 0 symposiums 

o If any other, specify it ______________ _ 

53 . If your answer for question number 51 is 'No', specify your suggestion to solve the problem 
of disseminating research works in your school __________ ____ _ _ 
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The following items are about the services delivered by research coordinating un it. indicate your 

agreement by using a tick mark (~ on the corresponding box . 
54. Is there any research coordinating unit in your school? DYes DNo 

55. If your answer for question number 54 is 'Yes', what services the office provided for 
teachers _____________________________ _ 

56. Is there any research coordinating unit in your Woreda Educational Office? 
DYes D No D I don't know 

57. If yo ur answer for question number 56 is ' Yes', what services the office provided for teachers 
who conduct research? ____________________ _ 

The following items refer to institutional factors influence research activities. Indicate the level of 

your agreement or disagreement by using a tick mark (~ on the corresponding number where 
1 = strongly di sagree, 2= Disagree, 3= Undecided, 4= Agree and 5 = strongly agree. 

N Items 1 2 3 4 5 
0 

58 In my school there is adequate library services to conduct research 

59 There are up to date reference materials (books, journals, and soon) in the 
library that help to conduct research . 

60 In my school the budget allocation for educational research activity is 
adequate 

61 There is a secretarial service in my school to conduct research. 

62 In my school stationery is available for research 

63 My teaching load does not allow me to research 

64 Committee works and other duties do not allow me to do research 

65 I use my spare time to conduct research 

66 I want spend my spare time by doing income generating works than 

research 

67 Teachers in my schoo l are supportive to each other in conducting research 

, 68 I have family responsibility that affect my research involvement 

69 My school envirorul1ent is inviting to conduct research 

70 There is a moral and material incentives from higher officers to do research 

71 My school principals facilitate research activities 

72 The school has administration to encourage teachers to do research 

73 The school administration undertaken di scussions on educational research 
74 Teachers who do research get materi al support without unnecessary 

bureaucratic 

75 Irrespecti ve of the limitations in resource, I am still able to do research 
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Factors among the following hinder your research work in the school. Rank each item based on 

its acuteness on your research involvement. Order the item ranging from I (to the most acute 

factor) up to 6 (to the least acute factor). 

______ 76. Lack of attitudes toward research. 

______ 77. Lack of support from schools, educational officers and other staffs. 

______ 78. Lack of finance, resource, and facilities. 

______ 79. Shortage of time. 

______ 80. Lack of knowledge and skill in research methodology. 

______ 81. Any other, __________ ~ 

Part three: Open-ended Items 
82. How do you evaluate the involvement of teachers in research in your school? 

83. What are the most prevailing problems you have possibly come across in doing educational 
research in your school? _______________________ _ 

84. Please list down any suggestion which you think would help to promote teachers 
involvement in educational research in your school. 
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J=OOllhl'l<;'l 4=h'i:"'<;' i,C, 5= on]?" h'i:"'<;' 1''''l.(I':'''} I'UI'\·fl .l'.t.P,9''f K,OJhl\(I·:: 

of" • ." lIClIC ul'\(l'f 1 2 3 4 
J3 'rc,:,'c, 9"C?"C (l°'II-)'LI'.· f(l~ ;"OJ'4':" (knowledge):: 
J4 'Pc,.;.c, 9"C?"C (I"'II-)'U: f(l~ hU(I,,~, (skill):: 
15 ' !'C,'I'<; 9"C9"C (l°'ll-)'U: fN~ 06--{J UD'I''''IUD'}:: 
16 'rc,-"<j 9"C?"C (I"'II-)'/S: f(l"l <t:1\1-/':: 
17 1'9"C9"C '1.1':<t:(proposal) \,"'ItI.:>l':~' tl9"?,:: 
18 \'?"C9"C ')''1C'} -7t1(} M:C1 \''''I116--lr-'' tI?",I',,:: 
19 oot.ll9'·)·,} I'oo-,.'}.'·,} 1'(1";1'\' :: 

20 \'UDt.P. oo{j·fll'lfl..l' oomK,-F>1''} 1''''It1.:>l':''' :t(l";1'\':: 
21 \'9"C?"C UDI\?"·Y. .).'} roK,?" UDlPt.;I''P. 'P f'lI 9':n ~,~.<\.I'. <t: 1'(1- ;1'\':: 

22 \'-"'1"'1:":' (}U'i: hM MI1P,:t>:-/· ')'(I"oj'\':: 
23 fl9"C?"C (}U'i: ro·{J'P \'9"m</'?"IJ'fOJ''} -"'1"'1l':'-(}Ub':1' ?"'}~(source) 

~,m:p·"{J ")'-(1";1'(' : : 

24 \,c,oo'c, ~,UDt,t.'P tI?"?,,(+(I";I'\'):: 
25 \'9"CY"C OJ'm,'7'-} ~""t.'}1?" -).(1- ;1' \':: 

26 \'9"C?"C,} OJ·m-" ·1·ooCh·,1 00~9"!1. "'Z.f \'oo{Jm-" "1'(1" ;I'f:: 
27 \''Pc,oj'<j 9"C?"C ro·moj''} tTt.1' 1'001ct: oj'(I";I' \':: 

\''''1.10'(1'')' 'P f": 9':): ;"C{J9' (I'Pc,,).(; ?"C9"C f(l9'-)',} ~,oo(ll-)h:" 01'oo(lh-1' 1'-"1.0' c,'I'ro·:: 
\'°'l.{J"'IoD·O·;''} ~,"'It·"I~ \,fllro·'} ",'PC fl009"t.'P h'Pf-/:9''f. 01\K, 1-)(1,,), -"'PC:)'· M,,}.<\. 6,:" 
(1/',:" 'M' \'(,6 9"tlh')' 0"'1.1'.'1.'1 footlh-r.:: "''PC~:?" l=nn]?" ~,tI{J"'I°'19"1 2=~,tI{J"'I"'I9"1 
J=(looOJ{j,} f{J'/:'7t.<;'tl 1 4=M"'I"'I(lu· ;..c, 5= nn]?" M"'I"'I(lu, \''''l.(I':'''} \'UI'\'fl UP,9':j: 
K,OJhl\(I': : 

.". </l lIClIC U<\(l+ 1 2 3 4 
28 '1'<;-,'<; 9"C9"C 11'1''1''''1 9"C9"C IIMm'I' tofl")' .n;!' \''''1.lPlr !It. '/CD':: 
29 119"C9"C p;,. r9"'''''<;:: '1If'1 r"'lfl-~"'lC oo·yr .e'liMtI:: 
30 '1''1-/.'1 9"C9"C "'lll'U: 1l'}.l'. "'lfl'~"'lC p;,. lI,.f'mC J?1'l'Ptl:: 
31 'l''1'-'''1 9"C9"C lIoo"'lC "'lfl·/·"'lC PI" "J? r"'1.Y;J'l'oo. :-':"le':)"-,} (loo<;:: ;H' 

~,fI'/ ' 'PM, M\(/)·:: 
32 /iuo9"UCI'I' p;'·$"'I: (O'f1'l' ~, -}1\. 'l''1'/''1 9"C9"C "'ll] 't~· ~m':: 

33 ' 1''1')''1 9"C9"C o~ll'I,.I': n "'l fI -I' "'l C p;" r "J? .." '1 J? I.. 'l';" tI : : 
34 II?"C9"C /-"(r \'9"1\'/'<;:: hlf't '/'oo(r"'ll,<; /.,flJt llU''1/IU':: 
35 ' 1''1')''1 9"C9"C o'/Y:I. '? llm1\IIV':: 
.16 ' 1''1-/''1 9"C9"C "'l.'l:I."l Atotl·)· '1m·:: 
37 ·I·uo;'·"'l/. onU''l i,ooC'lJ toV· :: 
38 '1'c," r'1 9"C9"C O~.'I:I."l r.l'.l.ll i,.I':11' ooM.l.of' ~J?U''l "'e' 9"C9"C M .r.C"l9" 

', IIC:: 
.19 r'l''1'/''1 9"C9"C f1t1m'1 "'l"l'H' i,6.tI;JIIV·:: 
40 9"C9"C '''IY:I."l 'L11.-)'1 V·fl·.,.,) "'lllll'l '/(0' :: 

41 1I-1'9"VCt p/.. ".e 9"C9"C "'l .r.'I."l 1I(O''l' ~,$'oon19":: 
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\,0'1.11'1 '11+ 'ry ,/:9' ··j. ~,CtlfP wr<; ')''1 9"C9"C Pir 11K. YllfP')"} '''''1:''6': O'hwllh' /' I""'~O ' 
'1'fOl': : l''''lN''1ao·O:/·'} ~.u·/Ir"V' Oao9"t:'r hil, :/' lib.." Ijllm· <'l'r, 11K. 1'(.Jj ?"tlh')' OO'].'l:t:'? 
Y 0'0 tI ~,.,:: : 

42. 00'o9"UC'd' 0'0,.1' 11K. h'/'t'l"'/';' ~9"C' 'r<;'r<; ?"C?"C ~,Ij'U·'.m· ym·!l' II·? 
D ~.fP D I'M" 

43. 1142'1'm· ' r y'/! aotltlfP "~.fP " hlf~ j MhfP ymH,'}(ym). 'fm·'}) 1'?"C9"C Co (I ':)'. hll.u 
O;J':): K.~:i, '/ ' Ol· j 

1. ______________________________________________________ ___ 
2. ______________________________________________________ ___ 
3. ______________________________________________________ ___ 

44. 1142'1'0l' 'r Y'P. aotltlfP "~,fP " hlf~ j 'r<;1-'1 ?"C9n CfP' M"'} m'/''''L;J' ~,lj·l . .<:.:"? (:,:,".": 
'/.'1. n~g. 9"(.\)",· '''/1':(.''1 Y.":'lt'l ) n 1'.I'.a: hK:1:'· 110']"1'0;:,· 

§ ~,m· 'H" 1I000o)tlO')' D M . "1& O']"'J..y OU'~'I:/' 
O"'/tl'/' '''IC aoO']C Pir 11K. 1'1mao1'} ,:)··,?C llao~;J' :" 

11M (0. 1116) ________________________________ _ 

45. 1142'i'0l' '1'Y 'P. aotltlfP " nfP " hlf~ j 1'000{l1'O']C t\9"!l:fP 'r<;1-'1 ?"C?"CfP' 1I°'1Ij'IS: 
J'g.t:'?lIfP M'/''PM,! D OfTJ?" ~,~M'I' D ~"/tl1''1 0 aoljhl\'I' 

D h~1' 'i' D onw" h~1'lj' 

46. 1142'i'm· 'rY'/! aotltlfP " I'M" " hlf~ j M"'} h,'<:IIIj'/''<:' ?"h,Y1-fP, M."V'.;. 0.1M· 

48. 1147'1'm· 'I'J"/! aotltlfP "~,fP" hlf~ j M", Con 1·'<:K. IIK. ______________ __ 

I''''Lh ·/·II·.j. '1',I"/:fP··j. ~,CtlfP fJlI·O·)· ,l-!f1.:/, Ol·tl'r I''r'i',).<; 9"C9"C PI"fP:r· ,l'II 'fm·'} tlC6J~")' 
(di ssemination of research works) O' /' aollh'/' 1',/'t:O' <;'1' m·:: l''''l.tlO']ao·O:'· ' ~.O']I,,"V' Oao?"t:'r 
h6,:/' 116 .. /, 1j1l0l' <'l'r'} 11K. 1'(.Jj 9"tlh:" 00'].1':t:'? ,l'aotlh''':: 

50. 1'11.11":)'- aol"'Y" 1''1'<; '}-'1 ?"C9"C PlrfP:)'- 1'0']'?7'r O.'l:tI ~,;J'r9"9")' Ym·!l'tI·! 
~,fP o I'M" 

51. 01\.11 .. ··)'- ')'9"UC:/, f1. ·n ·· mM" 0 'r9"UC')' f1.;r1-U· m·tl'r NO';' I''r<;')'<; 9"C9n C P6·fP··)'· 
1I :/'9"UC:" f1.;J· 'J'1I a o9"U6· '} 1'000,'/'CO·0:'· (I''''l.f'lI,,(,J:l,0')·) ~.;JnlO']. M ? 

D ~,fP D I'M" 
52. 11 51 'I'm· 'r,f"r. aotltlfP "~.fP " hlf'Jl M"'} aotlh (/11,',.-:' '1.11, fI'lY. 9"(.\),.)' "'/~:,"I .'l:<'l~ ) 

D m.'M.t:tl D nf'l. T tI.l'9" 
D O;h:/'ao :" 0 OM(rl1M) 

53. 1151'1'0l' 'r y ,t aotltlfP " I'M" " hlf'l j l'ao9"11/",'=-} -=1'c::'r:c:<;":,.c-:<;::-c:-9"=-C=-9":::-::cC- P----,I,,--fPoc
• .... ·j'-- II=-u=·/-:-06·(,J:l.·r 

9"'} O .. ¥.t:'? K.7illtl K.IIII·? 
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1'0'1. h "'I'I .. }. 'r )'-':9':): 7,C()9' ql'l·n'~ :rln':, · OJJ?,?" OJl."I 1''P<;r<; ?"C?"C Pt.,9'·')'-'} 
1''''1.)'()",q·nc ~,I]t\(l,a'u:) pt.,'} n1'onl'lh'" I'-"l.n· <;:fOJ·:: 1''''/.()'''1on·n,)·'} ~,"'1t.."!." flooy"l.'P 
116,+ 1'16.'/; f1I'1(1)' I)'n "J?, I'(v) Y"t\h'~ n"'1J';l."l ),ont\h''':: 

54. n')·y"uc+ fl.:,'9' OJNI' I''P<;')'<; 9"CY"C Pt., ,} 1''''/.)'rt1·q·f1C ~,I]t\(It"'/.',:) M'? 
D ~,9' DI'M" 

56. nOll."I9' ')'Y"UC')' )I.'/ fl. ')· OJ'O'P I''P<;:'' C; ?"C?"C P(..'} 1''''/.)'rt1·q·flC ~,I]t\(/''''U:) M '? 
D ~,9' D I'M" D MOl':"?" 

57. 1'I56'1OJ' '\'5"/1 ont\()9' "~,9' '' htf'/l It"'/.'I:OJ· )'nl.hTOJ·'} M1''I'M, lJ"t"o;, J?,'?I'\O' l 

1'°'l.h"'I'1+ '\')'-':9'1" 'P<;:"Cj y"c?"c 1'I"'1I]'U!; h '};/'4. '~ I'°'l.tf~· '/1C:"j:'} n1·onl'lh·'· Nl.n· 
<; :fOJ·:: l''''l.()'''luD·nr'} ,,"'I (.."!}' I' ),HOJ''} -','Pc nony" l. 'P h'P )'-~ 9''1; n"J?, 1]1'1':" -"'\'C':),- M,'}"I. 
Iv:" 1'16 .. )' ·n;l' I'(v) ?"t\h')' n"'1Y:l."l ),ont\h''':: -','PC'1'·?" l=nflJ?" ~,t\()"'1"'19": 
2=~,t\()"'lo'IY": 3=l'IonOJ()'} )'()'f"ll.>;'t\: 4=M"'1"'1I'1V' 7,<; 5= nflJ?" M"'1"'1I'1V' 1''''1.I'I .. h 
1'/l1)·n .r,l.'P.9':)'- J?,OJhftl'l' :: 

1'.'" lICIIC U''\(J'f 1 2 3 4 5 
58 I""Y"UC"· n,;!':",'} n. " ·-on~u~'1' ?"C?"C 1'I"'11]'IS.: I'n-c ~'l. 

~, 'It\-?I'\"+ J?,O{'lt\: : 
59 flfl. "·-on~u~"; OJ'()'P ?"C9"C 1'1"'11]'/,5',' r"'l.l."I. OJi/,;l''P. rtf·/· 

rO'I"]<I'i'j on~U~')' l on6'i'Y.:r<; (\,1'1"1'· onflJ'P~:)'- M·:: 
60 H"Ue')' (~;!'1") 1'1'\''1' ",<; ?OC9"C "'11]'L;I( fl'c fl;i>:T onJ','!l.t\ :: 
61 ",?"uc·/· fl.;)"J',} ?"C?"C 1'1"'/.),1]'1."1. r6ut.')' ~,1t\"lI'l·')' J?,OflJt\:: 
62 ~'r<;+~ Y"C~~C ~,1t\"l1'l"+ l''''/.OJ·t\ fl-c 1'6Ut.'" onl)t)' ~..,'cn'" 

·,'?"uc·'· fl.;!'~''} ~,I'IOJ': : 

63 y"CY"C 1'I"'11]'L.'!.: )'1'I'fl'~ I'h~1'I Ul. 'fll1'" "'66'1 MJ','C"f1~t\:: 
64 )'I'\ .. n'\ 1'/''''l.'L·<; 1'1.1'1"'1'9" P(..9'7' ""IS fl9"C9"C P(" h,}"It\I) ,, ·~ 

'h)'r ~,I).e:l.OJ .. n'1t\ : : 
65 ·"C~ 1.II.n ~,flJ'P"'l. flonm -"?" 'P<; .,,<; 9"C?"C "'11]'/,.e.' I. ')'''I'\U':: 
66 ·),C~ 1.,~n n?OC?"C Plr h"'1'1't\ J?,t\ -" 1n. fl"'/.)'fI1"i· 1'1.1'\"1" 

Pt.·9'·o)'- "J?, "'Iq't\ 7,onCflJl'\u·:: 
67 'P<;"'<; Y"C?"C l'I"'1I]'i5',' 1")'9"UC+ fl.;!" r'} on9"Ut.·'} hC()flCI)'fOJ' 

J?,·,·qnt.·I'\·:: 
68 .I'I'\'fI'\ \'fl. ·,' O·fl U"6.·d' fl'P<; '/'<; ?"C?OC 1'1)'1'~r "J?, 1'66'1 

~,I) .e.·C' ·fl'1 t\:: 
69 '/'9"U('/' fl.;!':f.'} 'P<;"'<; 9"C9"C 1'\"'11] 'i .e.' 9";f. '/OJ':: 
70 Y"CY"C 1'\ 0 'l..I'I]·I. P'. hu,,&.?,'l' V"'LI'I'I' V'I"(..(,\<; I""I·I;C.P(,\ "'Ifll.;1' ~· MI: : 
71 V',' Y"\JC'I' fl. ;)' 'r··) C 61'1 uoy"u/" '} 'I'<;'j'<; Y"CY"C I. '}P'.I]'I .. ~ YlH·C]·flt·(\·: : 
72 ')' Y"tlC+ fl.;1·'h 'r<;·/,,> Y"CY"C 1.'} .... I].,..l': 1" "I . .I'fll.:r:r !,IP(rC MOl':: 
73 V'l'9"UC·j' n.;1·Yl M·'·· ... ~C fl'l'<;'1'<; Y"CY"C 1I·t.,{' !,.,.I'l.I'~ Ol·,e,e·y .. )·'} 

.l'1]'1.P'('\ :: 
74 1l-l' Y"UC')' fl.;1")'·) Y"CY"C 1""L.I'I]'Lp,· uoy"ut··) .I'1'\·flIl· Ol.('jOl·l. .l': 

!'o?-/;/. ,c'(,\ 1.11' .P·/<;'(\ , :: 

75 1'-1' I'l)' r, 'nc':/' :J~"lC n. '1c·n'W" 1 'P<;" ' <; ?"C?OC "'1h'i.e.· 1.'1'''(\11':: 
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r'rc;.)-c; 9"C9"C 'I·(d·r;; '1~ /i"'7.Y"'.~·';")· '/'tMc;' l,':lY n;P~9"·"/i,,.tl1 "'7fl')'9" nnw" -i'(lt}';' 

r"'l.J'''' .~·c ·n~:f· '} 1'1 '1'1' fl" ,/'tM~" r"·l.J'",.~·c·n~')·'} 2'11 311 hYfl· M/i 5(6)'1 .~.t.(I UP. 

.1'.(1".1.'1'(1)':: /iU·fl ·9" "''1t1 '/'tMc;' r"'l.y", .~·c·n~·)· 5(6)11 UP. ram.r QDIf·/· '} S'L,:J''lm':: 

___ 77. /i ')'9"UC:" c]flQD·Y~:f 1 U'I6>~',)'· c; ht'l.fl":j'· rr9"UCr l,!]'1 ')' n<l: .~',:J<j': '''/''1')':: 

___ 78. rnll-n 1 r"'7,,:t.YtlC; r"'7n]</.i'i (Ju·r;::): '?C]'r MQD"J.'1 ,r :: 

___ 79. \'1,11. 7,1'd':: 

___ 80.r1'<;·-).c; 9"C?"C l,(I)""""C; tJUfl" ')'(knowledge and skill in research methodology) 
l ,flonc;'C :: 

___ 8 1. M(n.11'1tl) _______________ _ 

112. n')'9"UC')' n.;J·:r,,· (1).(11' Yfl.r QD9"Ut- '} 09"C9"C PI.· '1~ Y'Ir(l)' ".",,).(;: 9"'} 
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7, '}.V."'I.QD(ltI M,"l~'~. ~'?fl'h·1 ___________________ _ 

83. n')'9"UC')' n.;)· '-)"-", (1).(11' Yfl.r QD9"U/'·,) 09"C9"C P'lr '1~ 7-.,}P'~"'N· r"'l.Mhtl.rOl· 
9"'} 9'''} :f-'?C':f C;;f(l),'? ____________________ _ 

84, n')'9"UC:" n.;J·:h,· 0)·(11' Yfl.r QD9"U/'·,} n9"C9"C P'lr '1~ YilrOl"} " '''''h': fl"'/"' .~ '? 
9"'} n .. ~. L'7 ~i'i'ltl ~'1t'l-? ____________________ _ 
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Appendix C 

An Interview Guide to Collect Information from Secondary School Principals 

I. How do yo u see/evaluate the research engagement of teachers in your school? 

2. To what ex tent does yo ur school encourage/ support teachers to conduct research in your 

school? 

3. Does yo ur school allocate budget and material resource for research works? 

4. Is there a research coordinating body at your school? 

S. Is a mechanism to disseminate research outputs in your school? 

6. What facto rs hinder teachers from conducting educational research? 

7. To improve teachers ' involvement in educational research for the future, what suggest 
yo u? 

An Interview Guide to Collect Information from Woreda and Zone Education 
Officers 

I. How do yo u see/eval uate the research engagement of secondary school teachers in your 

WoredaiZone? 
2. To what extent does yo ur offi ce encourage/ support teachers to conduct research in their 

school? . 

3. Does your school allocate budget and materi al resource for research works? 

4. Is there a research coordinating body at your office/department? 

S. Is a mechanism to disseminate research outputs in secondary schools of your 

WoredaiZone? 

6. What facto rs hi nder secondary school teachers in your WoredaiZone from conducti ng 

educational research? 

7. To improve secondary school teachers' involvement in educational research fo r the 

future, what suggest you? 
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Appendix D 

Lisl of Secondary Schools in East Gojjam 

NQ Name of the schools 

I Abrha Woastibha Secondary School 

2 Amanual Secondary School 

3 Belay Zeleke General Secondary School 

4 Belay Zeleke secondary & Preparatory school 

5 Bibare-Georges Secondl!rY.School 

6 Debre-Elias Secondary School 

7 Debre-Mark 's General Secondary School 

8 Debr~ark's PreparatofY.Second!!!"y School 

9 Debre-worke Secondary School 

10 Dibo General Secondary School 

II Ginbot 20 Secondary School 

12 Gojjam-Ber Secondary School 

13 Gozamen Secondary School 

14 Kuye General Secondary School 

15 Liyew Asres Secondary School 

16 Menkorer Gencral Secondary School 

17 Mota General Secondary School 

18 Mota Preparatory & Secondary School 

19 Rebu Gebia General Secondary School 

20 Sedie General Secondary School 

21 Y duha General Secondary School 

22 Yejjubie Secondary School 

23 Weyin Wuha General Secondary School 

24 Felege-Brihan General Secondary School 

25 Gubia General Secondary School 

Notice:-l. Weyin Wuha, Felege-Brihan and Gubia General secondary schools were opened in the 

academic year 2008/09, so they were not incorporated in this research. 

According to the current educational training policy of Ethiopia: 

• Secondary Schools = Grade 9-12 

• General Secondary schools = Grade 9-10. 

• Preparatory Secondary School = Grade 11-12 
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