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Abstract 

Premarital sexual behavior, pregnancy and childbearing a re 

recently reputed as serious social problems of teenagers in the 

developed and developing countr ies . Al though results of the 

very 1 imi ted surveys conducted in some of the Sub-Saharan 

Africa countr1es reveal that the pregnancy and fertility of 

unmarried adolescents have been increasing recently; the risk 

factors are not clearly examined and need to be further 

identified. 

In Ethiopia lack of adequate survey data on premarital 

pregnancy and fertility have restrained the specif ic patterns 

from being seen clearly. However , there are some other indirect 

evidences that sho\-! their increasing t e ndencies . Thus, this 

research attempts t o assess the extent to Io!h i ch adolescent 

premarital pr egnancy has pervaded 1n the urban setting 

(Awassa). It also examines the relationship between adolescent 

premarital pregnancy a nd the socio- econom1c , biological, 

behavioral, and fa mi ly characteristics . 

In order to analyze and discuss the relationship between 

the ri sk of having premari t al pregnancy and its determinants, 

cross-sectional survey wa s conducted in Awassa . Once the data 

have been collected, the univariate , bivariate and multivariate 

relati onships I.ere investigated . The major statistical too l 

applied at different stages of the analysis is the logistic 

reg ression model . 

I 



vi 

The results of the multivariate analysis suggest that use 

of contraception at initiation of premarital intercourse, 

communication with close friends and relatives, current marital 

status, parents ' schooling, agreement to have been engaged in 

first premarital sex, educational achievement, knowledge of the 

pregnancy risk period of the menstrual cycle and family 

rel i gion at age 14 are the important predictors of the risk of 

having premari t al pregnancy among sexually active adolescents 

in Awassa town . 

Finally, the findings disclose that family life education 

and access to modern methods of contraception are the key 

strategic components for programmatic intervention ; and 

secondary and beyond school girls are the main target groups in 

programs aim at reducing the present high incidence of 

p r emarital pregnancy and fer t ility in urban setti ng of Ethiopia 

(Awassa) . 

J 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

About two decades have elapsed since changes ln teens ' 

premarital sexual behavior , pregnancy and childbearing "Jere 

reputed to be 3erious social problems in both the developed and 

developing cou,tries . Several researches have been documented 

in the united States of America which confirm that the 

premarital pregnancy and fertility of teenagers have been 

increasing and constitute considerable proportion of the total 

pregnancy and fertilit y . Furthermore, the researches also 

reveal the var ious socio- economic, biolog ical and behav ioral 

risk factors that have contributed to the problems . 

Althoug h su rveys conducted so far in the developing 

countries are very scarce the results show that premarital sex, 

pregnancy and fertility among adolescents have been increasing 

recently (Wulf and Sing 1991; Roser-Bixby 1991; Kiragu and 

Zabi n 1993; Garge - Brandon and Meekers 1993; Bledsoe and Cohen 

1993) . For example, surveys in Sub - Saharan Africa indicate that 

pregnancy and childtearing among u nmar ried adolescents to be a 

common phenomena in countries like Kenya, Botswana and Liberia 

(Garge - Brandon and Meeke rs 1993 ; Bledsoe and Cohen 1993 ) . 

In t he report presented by Garge - Brandon and Meekers 

(1993), t he estimates of premarital fertility for Botswana and 

Liberia were 42% and 32% respectively . These fertility 

percentages "Jere net of the total pregnancies terminated by 

illicit abortion. ~o re over, in nine of the surveyed eleven Sub ­

Saharan countries premarital birth before age 20 was found to 
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be greater in urban 

1993) . 

than in rural areas (Bledsoe a nd Cohen 

1:1 Significa~ce and Justification 

In Ethio?ia due to lack of survey and available data, it 

is very difficult to dep ict the spec ific pattern and prevalence 

of premarital sex, pregnancy and fertility. However , some 

indirect measures have been made which indicate the increasing 

trends of premarita l sex , pregnancy and fertility among urban 

adolescents. The following indirect evidences prove these 

rising tendencies. 

(a) Rate of contraception 

According to The 1990 National Family and Fertility Survey 

Report, the percentage of women who had ever used 

contraceptives among those aged between 15 and 19 was 2.7 (CSA 

1993). This is the lowest percentage reported by the five 

years reproductive age of women. 

(b) Marriage fattern 

In the survey ci ted above, about 9 0% of the women aged 

between 15 and 19 h ave never been married . On the other hand, 

the average age at first marr i age for those women who married 

in 1976 and "nwards rose by five years than for those who 

married beforE: 1966 (CSA 199 3) . Therefore, in urban areas 

particularly, it i s unlikely that a woman currently aged 20 or 

2 
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below to have had a cha nce of being married; whereas, Meekers 

(1993); Gage ~Brandon a nd Meekers (199 3 ); Kiragu and Zabin 

(1993) ; and Ros e ro-Bixby (1991) showed the positive 

relationship betwee n a ge and premarital sexual experience . 

It is specifically worth - mentioning that teenage 

premarital sexual activity has been high in Africa; albeit it 

varies by s08~o -economic classes and among countries (Meekers 

1993; and 

Gage-Brandon and Meekers 1993). Similarly, results of the 

sample survey in urban Ethiopia confirmed that sexual 

experience among urban unmarried adolescents has 

increasing recently ( MLSA 1991; and Zubeida 1992). 

been 

Therefore, the increasing premarital sexual activity due 

to r ise in ag€ at first marriage coupled with the very low 

prevalence of contra c e ptive use strengthen the common belief 

for sizable ~roport i on of teenage premarital pregnancies and 

births especially in urban areas of the country. 

The above stated facts a nd the emphasis of researchers on 

the de l eterious consequences of out of wedlock pregnancy and 

birth in the life of the teenage mothers and their children 

have drawn thE re s earcher's a ttent ion . Among the socio- economic 

problems assoc i ated with unmarried mothers such as school drop 

out , obscure future e mployment oppcirtunity , burden of fostering 

a child which utterly falls only upon a mother and her family, 

and bleak marriage opportunity are just a few among others. 

It is n ~~ only the socio- economic aspect of premarital 

conception and birth which c alls for research attention, but 
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also h ea lth problem and risk of dying due to illicit abortion. 

For examp le , community and hospita l based studies in Addi s 

Ababa re spec~~ valy showed that 54 . 2% and 32 . 2% o f the maternal 

deaths were a ';:',:ribute d to abortion (Seyoum 1989). Most striki ng 

of the finding s is that about 25 % of the deaths that occurred 

to teenagers were due t o abortion. Even if unwanted pregnancy 

and illegitima te b irth jeopardize the health and socio- economic 

pros pects of unmarried teenage 

these problems hav e not yet 

resear chers and policy makers 

mothers and their children, 

given due consideratio n by 

of developing countries in 

general and of Ethiopia in particular. 

Thus, th i.s s tudy conce rns itself on adolescent female 

problems. Tak.ln9 the afore - mentioned points into acco_ullt, th i.s 

research has t/O main purposes : 

1. To assess the ex tent to which adolescent premarital 

pregnancy has pervaded in an urba n setting, Awassa. 

2 . To examine and understand the risk fac t o r s , whi c h have 

been identified by prior resea r chers in the 

context o f Ethiop ia; a nd also which the researcher of 

this study intends to investigate in the town 

surveyed. 

1 :2 Review of Literature 

since 19 70 researches have been made on the relationship 

between t eenage prema rita l pregnancy/fert ility a nd socio-

4 



economic , cultural, behavioral a nd family characteristics . 

Although, researchers who have conducted studies on this grave 

social concern have a dopted different approaches , most of th em 

have frequent ly focused on the fol l owing variables t o explain 

the relations hip . 

(a) contraceptive Use 

The deq r ee of contraception is a major ' proximate 

determinant' of fertility (Bongaarts 1978) . Adolescent's 

motivation tO~1rds the use of contraceptives affects the risk 

of premarital pregna ncy and childbearing (Me nsch and kandel 

1992; Kahn and Anderson 1992 ; Pollack 1992; Mellanby , et al 

1993; Qui and Hayward 1993) . Kahn a nd Anderson (1992), and~ui + 

and Haywa rd (1 993) show that non-u"'e rs of contraceptives a t 

first inte r course are more likely t o have had teenage 

prema rita l pregnancy il nd birth . Mor eover, Pollack (1992) and 

Me11anby and et al (1993 ) depict the associat i on between the 

onset of firG 1: sexual initiation a nd motivation t o the use of 

contraceptions. It means that teens delay to prac tice family 

planning services after they are engaged in sexua l intercourse. 

For instance , i n the united State about 70% of the teens who 

h ad first s e xu a l intercourse , in 19 82 , have d elayed for two 

years before seeking contraceptives; and also 20 % of these had 

been pregna nt a fter si x months of becoming sexua lly active 

(Pollack 1992). 

5 



(b) Family Environment 

Many researchers have emphasized on the determination of 

impacts of family structure, income and education on a 

forthcoming premarital pregnancy and fertility behavior o f 

ado l escents. 

(b . l) Parental s tructure 

The relative likelihood of having premarital conception 

and birth de pends upon the parental structure in which a 

teenage girl is raised (Cooksey 1990; Kahn and Anderso n 1992; 

Haveman and a t al 1993; Mensch and Kandel 19 92 ). As cooksey 

(1990); Kahn and Anderson (1992); and Haveman and et al (19 93 ) 

indicate that parental disruption at age fourteen 

subst a ntially increases the r i sk of premarital conception and 

chi l dbear i ng; in other words , teens who grow up in non-intact 

family are more likely to have had premar ital pregnancy and 

birt h than these intact family counterparts. 

(b . 2) Parenta l Education 

Parental education also contributes to rise in the risk of 

p r emarital conception and childbearing. The results of Cooksey 

( 1 990); Kahn and Anderson (1992); and Haveman and et al (199 3) 

studies stro~Jly support the hypothesis tha t a rise in parental 

education redlxes premarital pregnancy and childbearing risks. 

For example, uaughters of more educated parents, especially 

mothers , are l ess likely to give birth outside of marriage . 

This means a girl who has an educated mother would have an 

6 
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inspira tion "continue he r education on a highe r l eve l and 

would be a ware tha t g i vi ng bi r th would h a ndi c ap h e r educ ation, 

(0.3) Family Income 

The family income at age fourte e n significantly affects 

the risk of havi ng tee na g e premarital birth (Duncan and Hoffman 

1 990) . The finding s o f th e se researchers reveal that teenagers 

who have been raise d in lower income families are highly 

exposed to give premarital pregnancy and birth . 

In genE'tal, the r e sults of most of the researchers 

mentioned abo~ e s uggest th a t, the risk of having premarital 

pregnancy/birth is found in the highest extent in poor 

families. 

(c) Education and Economic opportunity 

In the re~ ort s of Bumpa s s a nd Mcl a na ha n (1 989 ); and South 

and Ll oyd (1 992) t he r i s k o f pre ma rital pregnanc y and 

childbearing vary by e ducational status of never-married woman. 

For instance, Bumpa s s a nd Mc lanahan (1989) indicated that the 

l arge racial difference in premarital birth among blacks and 

whites , as c a teg o r ized in high risk group, ha s substantially 

dropped in high s choo l completion. In other words, among high 

school incomp!ete whi t es risks were almost the same with that 

of the blacks. However, the effect of education in premarital 

pregnancy and chil d b e aring should be inte rpreted c a utiously 

because such pre gn a ncy a nd fertility llave s ometimes significant 
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causal consequence on high school completion (Hoffman et al 

1993) . 

The marital and economic options that teenagers anticipate 

in future courses of life also have sUbstantial influence on 

the decision t.o have pregnancy and birth outside marriage 

(Duncan and ~o[fman 19 9 0). As the results of these scholars 

s h ow a slight l mprovement in future economic advantage of teen 

has resulted ill a substantial reduction in the probability of 

hav ing out of wedlock birth . 

(d) Marriage (lpportunity 

South and Lloyd (1992) suggest the inverse relationship 

between out o~ we dlock childbearing and the quantity and 

quali ty of marriageable men . They further pointed out the 

increase in the ratio of ava ilable men to a woman decreases the 

likel ihood to .lave had pregnancy and birth outside of marriage; 

in a similar ~ a y, a rise in the number of non - employed males 

within a wom e, n's marri a ge pool decreases the probability of 

giving birth out of wedlock . 

Although South and Lloyd estimate negative effects of a 

number of available mates on such pregnancy and fertility, they 

h ave also stated its possible impact in the opposite direction 

as follows: " r it ma y have] a posii:ive effect through [the 

increase] exposure t o intercourse " (South and Lloyd 1 992 :2 59). 

Thus, in ~2vel oping countries, where prevalence of 

contraception is at low level, it is more reasonable to 

hypothesize that an increase in a quantity of available sexual 
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partners aff ects 

positively. 

p r ema rital preg nancy a nd childbear ing 

In t his s~udy the investigator hypothesizes and examines 

t he risk fac~ors of premarital pregnancy as viewed and 

summar i zed in the literature and a l so from the observed facts 

which are presuppose d to work in the context of urban Ethiopia . 

1.3 OBJECTIVES 

These days premarital pregnancy and childbear i ng of 

t eenagers have become a major political and social concern of 

researche r s a~j pOl i cy makers. 

Since mG,·t t ee nagers encounter such kind of problems 

before comple~ing their schooling; they are more likely to be 

d ropout s , and this results in loosing the chance of 

part i cipat ing 

opt ions. Thus, 

in higher poli tica l , socia l, a nd economic 

base d on the following objectives the study 

attempt s to asses s a nd interpret the extent of the problem and 

t h e direct and/or indirect factors responsible for such risks 

in Eth iopia , by considering the cases of Awassa town. 

The spec i fic Objectives of this study are the following : 

To estima ce the preva l e nce rate of premarital pregnancy 

among adolescEnts age d between 15 and 24 , and who have 

experienced prema rit a l s exual activity i . e . exclusively those 

wh o are non-virg i n a nd if entered into first marriage , those 

wh o had prior sexua l relationship before marriage) . 
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To identi f y the soc io- economic , demographic, biological, 

and behaviora l f a ctor s which have influence the risk of 

premarital prngnancy. 

To indicate specific areas which call for an immediate 

policy interve ntion and strategy t o lessen this pervas i ve 

problem of adolescent s ; and consequently e nhancing the active 

social, econom ic a nd po litical involvement of fema les in the 

foreseeable [ cture. 

1.4 Hypothes es 

It is believed tha t some of the important f actors which 

significantly influence premarital pregnancy and birth risk 

differ with arr overall cul tural and socio-economic conditions 

of a country. In this s tudy , the following hypotheses are 

tested on the basis of the cross - sectional data which had been 

collected fr t 'p the repre sentat ive sample of fe male ado lescent s 

in Awassa: 

1 . Premarital pregna ncy substantially reduces by use of 

contraception a t the inc eption of premarital intercourse . 

2. Knowledge of fecundity risk period of a monthly menstrual 

cycle brings a bout significant difference in a ri s k of 

pregnancy among ado l escents. 

3 . An increase in educa tional at t a inme nt rai ses the risk of 

having pregnancy be f ore marriage . 

4. The risk ~ f premarital pregnancy significantly differs by 

the permanent ~esidence of a respondent a t age 14 . 

10 



5. The pare ntal struc ture a t age 14 has an impact on the risk 

of prema rital pregnanc y . 

6. The parental educat i o n exerts an influence on the likelihood 

of having prE'.~' arita l concept i on . 

7. A rate of communicat ion with close friends and relatives 

substantially affects the risk o f having pregnancy before wed­

lock among urban adolescents . 

8 . Family ' s irlcome at age 14 has an effect on the likelihood of 

getting premarital pregnancy . 

11 
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CHAPTER II 

DATA AND ME THODOLOGY 

2.1 The study Area 

The scarc ity and inadequacy of available survey data on 

ado lescent pr~marital pregnancy and birth behaviors h ave 

compe ll e d the present research to rely on collected cross ­

sectional data. Thus, a survey was conducted in Awassa , between · 

October - November , 1995, to obtain r elevant information. There 

are two ma in ;·aasons to se lect Awassa as the study a rea. 

First, 1,,\-,assa is the administrative center for Southern 

Ethiopia n Reg ion . It is a new booming town and industries are 

beginning to mushroom in the area . As a result, the populat ion 

is growing fa st, Since stud ies conducted on t he demograph ic and 

socio-economi c conditions of the town are limited, this study 

helps as an adclitional input to cont ribute in alleviating the 

social ill s of the town . 

Second, the samples are expected t o fair l y represent the 

ma j or socio-Rconomic categories which would enable comparative 

analysis in '" ·:c research that aimed a t investigating urban 

adolescent f e],lale problems . 

Awassa, \'!hich is the capital t own of Southern Nation, 

Nationa lities a nd People's State since 1995 , is located 270 kms 

away to the scuth of the capita l c ity (Addis Ababa) . Awassa is 

administered 

(Kefetegnas) 

by tvlO Upper 

a nd fourtee n 

Urba n 

Urban 

Dwellers ' 

Dwellers ' 

Associ a tion 

Associations 

(Kebeles) , (see map) . Acco rding to the 1994 estimate the total 

popUlation of the tOl-m \vas 71,156 . The distribution of the 

people by sex vas 35,622 males a nd 35,534 females (RPEDB 1995). 

t 



2.2 scope and Coverag e 

The sample surve y o f a d o l escent' s premarita l pregnancy and 

fertility behav i or i s a repre s e ntative sample to address issues 

of female adolesce nt s in Awa ssa. In the survey the four kebeles 

determined t ,y the s a mple design and all the eligible 

adolescents witllin resp e ctive kebeles were covered. 

In order to i d e nti f y the eligible female adolescents the 

hou se to hous e l is t ing was done within the selected kebel e s. 

The l isting did no t include tenures such as hotels and 

commercial houses (if the re were no occupant families as a main 

residences) ; office s; houses l ong left locked and so on. During 

th i s time somf' d emogra phic charact.eristics of the studied 

population WAre c o ll e cte d ( s uch a s age , s ex, religion, ma rital 

status and se ~~ ). 

Pertinent: i ssue s to thi s r esearch which were obta ine d 

through interro g a tio n by the main surve y include d househo ld 

backgrounds, de mogra phi c and socio-economic characteristics, 

contraceptives' kn ow l e dge and practice, pregnancy and fertility 

related inqui r ies . 

2 . 3 Data Collection 

2 . 3 . 1 Sample l 'ss i gn 

Contempl nL.lon t o the p r ese nt r e search's output and 

resources expected t o be disposed resulte d i n fix a tio n at six 

13 



kebeles and Sl X hund red e ligible respondents to be respectively 

covered and i 'lte rv iewe d. But, limitations of fund and time 

allocated to the survey have restricted the coverage to four 

kebe l es (29%) and the number of identified eligible respondents 

t o be 574 . In orde r to decide the four kebeles a scientific 

sampl ing procedure was app l ied . I n the process of simple random 

samp l i ng , fou r kebeles were randomly determined by using t he 

t ab l e of ra ndoQ numbe r s . 

The select i on of the sampled kebeles was followed by 

house to hou s e l isti ng o f all households within the 

r e p r e sent a t i"., kebeles. The 1 isting was des i gned for dual 

purpose. First. to gather some demographic information on the 

s tudy popu latlon . Second , to identify eligible females to the 

main survey. Eligibl es we re those females who were aged between . 

1 5 and 24 at the time o f listing and who had ente r ed into 

premarita l sexual intercourse three month prior to their first 

marr i age or the listing d a te. On the basis of these eligibility 

criteria 574 female adolescents were identified from the l isted 

f our kebeles. Therefo re, the sample size of the ultimate 

samp l i ng unil: ~: th a t should be covered by the main survey was 

dec i ded to be 574. 

2.3.2 Questionnaire 

In formation to the present research was co l lected by using 

the usual me dium of collecting survey data called 

ques t ionnaire. Fo r the survey conducted two separate 

1 4 



questionnaires were fo r mulate d . The first questionnaire was 

used to list a ll households within the s ample kebeles and 

identify the e lig ible a d o les cent females. The second main 

survey questionna i re ,;as posed to all identified eligible 

adolescents and it cons i s t s of parts in the family background, 

the demographic and socio-economic characteristics, 

contracepti v" method and pregnancy/birth related questions, 

and miscell an~~us ques tions (for details see annex) 

The Amha~ic ve rs i on of the survey questionnaire, in which 

questions were pre - coded , wa s employ~d to obtain the data. 

Moreover , thE que stionnaire, which was managed by means of 

personal interview, wa s a nonymous and confidential . In order to 

test the cost plausibility and responsiveness of the deve"loped 

questionnaire the pil o t study was undertaken . Based on the 

experience ga ined fr om the pilot surey some of the questions 

were modifie~. De s i des, e numerators' manua ls (hand - books) were 

prepared. 

2.3.3 Field Work 

The prim<x y t ask of the survey conducted between October 

and November 1995 was recruitment and training of enumerators . 

The enumerators o f th e survey were selected according to 

certain cr iteria, namel y , female aged between 20 and 25, better 

accomplishme, "' s of s e condary school, previous census or survey 

experience. l "' add iti on to the g i ven intensive training, 

manuals were La nde d over to the s elected enumerators. Before 
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the inception o f t he ma in enumeration the interviewers' field 

proficiency wa s examine d; and as a result for thos e who were 

fo und less cO~Q e t e nt e xtended training was rendered a nd a close 

fo ll ow up wa s ma d e d ur i ng the field s upervision. 

During the field e numeration eligibles were identified; 

ind i vidual que s tio nnaires were filled; interviewers were 

f r equ e ntly visited and spot checked; a nd also the completed 

questionnaires were edited and inconsistencies were thoroughly 

i nspect ed . 

2.3.4 Response Rate and Data Quality 

The total number of eligible female adolescents who w_er:.e 

i den t if ied from the four kebeles covered by the listing was 

574. The fin a l individua l que stionnaires were disposed to all 

identified eligib le a d o l e scents, but only 506 (88 %) of the 

respondent s "ere fou nd dur i ng the s urv ey period a nd 

s uccessfully re s p o nd e d to the interview . The two major reasons 

fo r non- respons e were the deliberate absence or concealment of 

r espondents at the time of the interview and refusal. In this 

case , sevent ; three perce nt and twenty seven percent of the 

total non -reS~) 11SeS we r e respectively owed to non - availability 

and refusal. 

Before 'Che final use 

questionnaires the overall 

of the 

reporting 

completely 

quality of 

filled 

the 506 

respondents was thoroughly examined. 

ques t ionnaire s were presumed to be 

On this basis, eighteen 

d o ubtful quality and 
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excluded from the a nalysis. So tha t, the ultimate refined 

sample size of respondents upon which this research depended is 

488. 

2.4 Data Processing and Method of Analysis 

2.4.1 Data proc essing 

Before pr ocessing the data with the help of computer the 

final manual wOl:k was done . That is, coding of the open ended 

questions a nc v e rifi cation of the edited questionnaires. 

The SPSSPC+ package was employed to enter and analyze the 

survey data. During the data entry values out of r_ange and 

consistency of values f or inter-related fields were checked and 

edited. At last cleaning of the entered data was undertaken. 

2.4. Method e,f Analysis 

A univar ~a te, biva riate and mUltivariate methods of 

analysis are applied to examine and understand which factors 

affect out of wed-lock adolescent pregnancy and to measure the 

degree of ri s j attributes to each factor. 

At the bivariate s tage a chi - square test and univariate 

logistic regression are employed in order t o identify the 

important explanatory var i ables which should be retained in the 

multivariate analysi s for further investigation. In the 
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multivariate a.nalysis the logistic regression provides net 

effect of each predictor , holding other predictors constant. 

The general form of the logistic regression model' 

used is: 

Ln(P;ll.·- ·,:' i) = Bo + B,X;, + BZX iZ + ........ + BkX ik 

Where, 

P; is the probabili ty of experiencing premarital 

pregnancy for an ith individual. 

Bi is the pa r ameter coefficient . 

2.5 Constraints and Limitations of the study 

The limi.tati on of fund had been the m~ or constrainL-t .o 

the research , The two aspects, among others , by which it 

affected the research are hinderance to involve highly 

qualified interviewers who could collect high quality data, and 

also restricti on to t he number of respondents who were 

successfully .. Jl~erviewed to that of five hundred six. However, 

every endeavor had been made to obtain reliable and valid data 

which would enable to highlight on this very timely i mportant 

and non-researched i ssue of adolescents. 

The lack of standard items for measurement of some 

characterist] ( s such as sel f-esteem, involvement in delinquent 

activities an'] so o n, which ma y be presumed to predict 

adolescent repr oductive behavior, has compelled to exclude from 

the analysis (rom the beginning . On the other h and, educational 

logistic Regres: ion r·jodcl adapted from Halli and Rao ('99Z). 
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expectation a nd work status aspira tion data are excluded from 

the analysis because of contradicti on with the actual 

performa nce a t the survey time . 

The scarce distribution of r espondent s belonged t o 

religious gro lp s such a s protestant, ca tholic and moslem ha s 

compell ed to lump these groups togethe r under the cate gory 

' other religio n' in the a nalysis. Regardless of these 

1 imi tations, the survey data provided best information for 

addressing the i ssue of interest. 
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CHAPTER III 

SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE STUDY POPULATION 

In the next sub-sections some of the socio-economic and 

demographic c haracte ri s tics o f the study population are 

presented. 

3 . 1 Age-Sex CQntpos iti on 

The age-sex c ompo s ition and sex-ratio for the surveyed 

population are depicted in Table 3 .1. A total of 13 , 172 people 

were counted to be the usual resident of the sample covered 

kebeles. The male and femal e popu 2. ation constituted 6344 

(47.6%) and 6928 ( 5 2.4 %) respectively of the total. The 

reported age 5 indicate that 40 . 3% of the population were 

children (und e~ th e age of 15), 34 . 1 % were youths (between the 

age of 15 and 20 ), a nd th e remaining 25 . 6% of the popul a tion 

were adults and old . 

The sex- ra~ io, wh ich is a paramount indicator of the sex ­

compos it ion, ~ ' a s ca l c ul a t e d for the population as a whole and 

for the population sub-groups in particular . The sex- ratio for 

the total popul a ti o n was 90 . 8 . This describes the out numbering 

of females in the total population; i.e, in every 100 females 

onl y 91 male, a r e expected to be t.here at the time of the 

survey . As a lesult. o f mass i v e inflow of female migrants low 

sex- ratio pre v~lls in a town/city (Shryock et al 1976) . 

The values of the s e x-ratio when the population classified 

by the five y ea r s age sub - groups disclose the deficit of males 



in all the groups below forty . contrary to the theor etical 

expectation of the sex - ratio at birt h, the low sex- ratio for 

the fir s t age group (0 - 4) may be suspected of e rrors . The 

errors may be reporting or sampling. The other possible 

explanation to thi s figure ,Ihich seems dubious is that the 

hypothetical e>:pe ctat i on of excess ma l es at birth may not 

operate in th .~s part i cu l a r population . The 1984 census data 

which exhibited a s e x ratio 95 . 4 for infants (aged between 0 

and 1) s trengthen this explanation (CSA, 19 89 ). Since newly 

mushrooming towns 1 ike Awassa are mo re attractive to young 

females than mal e peers the excess of females amo ng the youth 

population is inevitabl e . 
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Table 3 . 1 Age and Sex Distribution of the Sampled 

population, Awassa, 1995. 

Age ,·lale Female Total Sex 
Grou 

._. 
Rati o 

p Coun % Count ~ , Count % 
t 

0-4 617 4 9 . 3 634 50 . 7 12 5 1 9.5 97 . 3 
- -.-

5 -9 873 49 . 1 905 50 .9 1778 13 . 5 96 . 5 -
10- 1 003 

I 
44 1276 56 .0 2279 1 7 . 3 78 . 6 

14 -
15 - 903 46 . 0 1060 54 . 0 1963 1 4.9 85 . 2 
19 

2 0- 60:.0 45 . 7 715 54 .3 13 1 7 10.0 84.2 
24 

. -. 

25- 52E 4 3 . 4 686 56.6 1212 9.2 76.7 
29 1 

30 - 306 43 .1 405 56 . 9 711 5 . 4 75 . 5 r 
34 

35- 440 48 . 4 469 5 1. 6 909 6.9 93.8 
39 

40- 287 5 5 . 9 227 44 . l 514 3 . 9 126 . 4 
44 

45 - 251 57 . 7 18 4 42 . 3 435 3 . 3 136.4 
49 

50 - 1 69 53 . 6 147 46 . 4 316 2.4 115. 0 
54 . -

55- 88 I 56 . 0 70 44 . 0 1 58 1. 2 125.7 
59 

60 - 6 5 49 . 1 67 50 . 9 132 1.0 97.0 
64 

-
65+ 114 58 . 0 83 42 . 0 197 1. 5 137 . J 

Tota 6244 I 4 7 . 6 6928 52 . 4 13172 1 00 90 . 8 
1 i 

Source : Survey conducted I n Awassa , 1995 
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3.2 Marital Jtructure 

The result of the marital s tatus data for people aged 15 

and over shows that 43 . 5% of the sampled population were 

married , 45.3 % were neve r - married (single) , and the rest 11.2 % 

were those with broken marriage. 

Further investigation of the data by sex reveals the sex 

difference ir ma r ital ca reer. Among the married p opul a t ion the 

ma l es and the ' f emales were estimated to be 50.2% and 49 . 8% 

respective l y. 7he percentage proportions of the males and the 

fema l es for t11 e s ingle population were 53 . 8% a nd 46.2 % 

respectively. On the other hand, among the people whose 

marriage dissolved the males a nd thei r female counterpart s 

respectively accounted 18 . 3% a nd 8 1.7 %. 

The observed sex variat i on in marita l status deserves 

possible explanation . The slight increase in the proportion of 

males who w,''' :e married at the time of the su rvey may be 

attributed t o t he relative better opportunity for ma l es tha n 

female counter'parts to remarry if once e ntered into first 

marriage . The large proportion for males than females in the 

popul ation single seems to have come from e xcess influx of 

unmarr ied mal ~ mi gra nt s than their fema l e counterparts from the 

neighboring 

opportunity 

rural areas to e xplore education and work 

i n the town . Beside this the criteria usual l y set 

to be proposed as eligib le s p ouse in a town are too tough for 

men tha n wor~~n ; and hence these may e nforce a substantial 

proportion of .len t o remain sing le. The very high proportion of 
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women accumul ation tha n men companions in the marriage 

d i sso l ved pool may have been resulted f r om the overwhelming 

inflow of f emales whose marriage e nded up i n ru r al a nd othe r 

urban a rea s i n t o Awassa . Women with di s rupted marr iage us ua ll y 

move forme r r es idential pl aces t o s trange 

towns/cities to conceal the mse lves from the c l ose s upe rvision 

of ex-hus bands , and no t to rema r r y the ol d lineage memb e r of 

the first husband if he d i es . And a l so t o e xperi e nce new 

independent u~ba n mode of l i fe . The c ommon activ ities whi c h 

they usuall y e ngage a r e sex s elling, c hild nursing, 

housekeeping, household fema l e busines s and so on. 

Table 3.2 M~rital Stat us Distribution of Sampled population 

Who We r e Aged 15 and Over by Sex, Awassa, 1995 . 

•. 

Marita l Ma l e Female Tot a l 

s tatus Count (% ) Cou nt (% ) Cou nt (% ) 

Marri e d 1717 50 . 2 1708 49 . 8 3425 43 . 5 

Single 1921 53 . 8 1650 46 . 2 357l 45. 3 

Divorced 46 13 . 5 293 86 . 5 339 4 . 3 

Widowed 73 16 . 2 37 6 83 . 8 44 9 5.7 

Separate 23 25 . 6 67 74. 4 9 0 1.1 .-

Tot al ".780 48 . 0 40 94 52.0 78 74 100 
Source. Survey conducted I n Awassa , 1995 

24 



3.3 Ethr ic and Rel igious Background 

Table 3 . 3 describes the ethnic background of the sampled 

popul a tion of Awassa. The town consists of people be l onging to 

more than fif~een different ethnic groups . Amhara , the l eadi ng 

e t hnic group, comprised 35.8 percent of the t o t a l samp l ed 

population . l\1o .l at ita, Oromo , Guraghe a nd S i damo we re 25 . 3% , 

16.1%, 7 .6 % ar.d 4 . 9% respective ly . The remaining 10.3 % was 

account e d fo~ ' more than 10 small distinct ethnic groups (such 

as Tigrawa i, K!!nbata, Had ia, etc . ) . 

Table 3 . 3 Eth,l i c Background of the Sampl e d popul a t i on , 

Awassa ,1 995. 

Ethnicity Count Pe r cent ( % ) 

Amhara 4710 35.8 

Wolaita 332 9 25.3 

Oromo 2118 16.1 
--

Guraghe 10 00 7.6 
---.--

Sidamo 6 45 4 . 9 
- --

Others 1355 10 . 3 
.. _. 

Total 13157 100 
, . , Source . Surve.! <conducted In Awassa , 1995 . 

The rel igious compos ition of the sampled population is 

presented in Table 3 . 4 . The very large percentage proportion of 

the population , 74 . 8 %, were found to be Orthodox . The next 
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major religious group which consists 21 . 0% of the population 

was Protestant . The othe r two reI igious groups (Islam and 

catholi c ) together included 4.2% of the population. 

Table 3.4 Distribution of the Studied population by 

Religious Background, Awassa, 1995. 

Re ligi o n Count Percent ( % ) 

orthodox 9843 74 . 8 

Protes t a nt 2764 21.0 

Others 553 4 . 2 

Tot a l 13160 100 . 0 
, Source. Survey conducted ln Awassa, 1995 

3.4. Sel ected Characteristics of Eligibles 

In the sampled population ado l escents (those aged between 

15 a nd 24 ) were found to be 3280 ; out of the total ado l escents, 

f e male s were counted to be 1775 . Out of t he females who were 

asked if they had experienced prema r ital sex in their life 574 

(32 %) had answered affirmatively . Among identified 574 

eligibles 488 r espo ndents had repor t ed correctly during the 

main survey . 'l'hE, relevant information used to attain the stated 

objectives of t.hi s research were obtained from 488 respondents . 

Some of the sel ~cte d backgrounds of the eligible respondents 

a r e summariz ed in table 3 . 5 . 
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Out of ~ed-lock conception at least once had occurred to 

46.1% of prerr.cr ital sexua lly experienced adolescents while to 

the remaining 53 . 9% premari tal pregnancy had not occurred at 

all. 

Adolescent s who grew up within intact and non-intact 

families resp.2ctively constitute 84.2% and 15 . 8%. In other 

words, about 84% of the respondents were grown up under the 

supervis i on of both biological parents; while the rest 16% were 

raised in fa ;n j l i es \-! here either one of the parents or non ­

parents had been r esponsible . 

Around 0~% of the respondents were raised at age 14 in 

families whoS E monthly incomes estimated below 200. Families 

whose est imated monthly incomes at age 14 between 201 a n d 500 

brought up 37 % of the r espondents . Whereas, for the rest 7% the 

estimated monthly incomes of the families in which they grew up 

a t age 14 were beyond 50 0 birr. 

The percen~age distributions of respondents whose parents 

were illiterate and lite rate are 28.1% and 7 1. 9% respectively . 

Thi s means about 28 % of the adolescents were those neither of 

their parent ~ had ever a ttended any type of education; while 

72% were thos '" either of their parents had ever attended 

education (i.e, ~ormal , informal or national literacy program) . 

Adolescent s 11ho had passed their childhood age within 

Orthodox affiliated families are 86 . 7%; while within non­

Orthodox (pr01'.estant, Mos lem or Catholic) are 13.3 %. In other 

words, the great majority of the respondents at age 14 belonged 
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to Orthodox religion while the minority to other religion (such 

as protestant , Moslem a nd Catholic). 

At the time of the survey 35 .2 % of the respondents were 

teenagers (unde r 20), 41.6% we re between the age of to and 22, 

and the remaining 23 . 2% were in the last adolescents age group 

(23-24) . 

The data on age at the first onset of menses reveal that 

for 4.5% of '~espondents menstruation has begun before the 

celebration of the thirteenth birth date; at the time of the 

first discharge of me nses 66 . 4% of the respondents were between 

the age of 1 3 and 14 years ; and the last 2.9. 1% were aged 

between 15 and 16 when menstruation first commenced . 

The percentage proportion of respondents who have entered 

into premarital sex a t age 16 and below is 30 . 9% ; the 

proport ion rocj,ets to 62 . 5% for those who have engaged in 

premarital i n': e rcourse at age between 17 and 19; while for 

those who have e xperienced premarital sex after teenage (20-22) 

this proportion falls to 6 . 6% . This indicates that more tha n 

90% of the female adolescents are exposed to premarital 

intercourse as teenagers . 

The CUL'ent marita l status data suggest that the 

percentage di s~r ibution of respondents who were single, within 

wed - lock and those whose marriage dissolved to be 73.2 %, 18.6% 

and 8.2 % respectively . 

The distr ibution of respondents by current religious 

background d '· ,d.cts that 80 .1% were affiliated to Orthodox 
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religion; while 19 . 9% belonged to other religion (such as 

Protestant , Catholic and Moslem). 

The dist t ibution of respondents by ethnic background shows 

that adolescer>t s (·Jho belonged t o Amhara , Wolai t a , Oromo and 

Other ethnic groups respect ive ly comprised 38.5% 22.5% 16 . 0% 

and 23.0% of the total . 

Fifty seven percent of the respondents were those who were 

born in Awassa or those who had lived in Awassa fo r most of 

their childhood ages; whi le forty three percent of them were 

those who had lived for most of their ch ildhood ages (under 15) 

in other places a nd migra ted into Awassa as adolescent (15-24 

years of age \ . 

The coll~ ~ted school grade com~etion data show tbat ~2.7~ 

of the respOndeJlts had never attended any schooling or at most 

had completed primary school grades; 50.4% of the respondents 

had completed the school grades between 7 and 11; while 26.8 % 

were those who had completed schoo l grade 12 or those who had 

completed above 12 grade . 

The percentage distribution of respondents by current 

career s t atus reve a ls that 28.7% of the ado l escents were 

currently stude nt s ; 15 .8 % were government or private sector 

employees; ) '/ . 7 % 

adolescents; ~nd 

schoo l 

the remaining 

dropouts or unemployed 

17 . 8% were found to be 

housewives at the time o f the survey. 

Fifty two perc ent of the respondents had correctly 

reported the IJeriod a t which pregnancy is most likely to occur 

in a woman's monthly me nstruation cycle; while for t y eight 
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percent of tlle~ had failed to report correctly the pregnancy 

risk period. 

The data on contraceptive practice depict that forty nine 

percent of the respondents had currently used any method of 

avoiding pregna ncy; while the rest fifty one percent had never 

practiced contraceptive methods . 

Further investigation of the contraceptive practice data 

reveals thc: t 19.5% of the respondents had practiced 

contraception when they engaged in premarital intercourse for 

the first ti~e; while 80 . 5% of the respondents were not 

initiated to ~se contraception at their fir s t sexual contact. 

This very low figur e for contracep1:ion at the inception of 

premarital in:ercourse d iscloses that the great majorit~ t 

adolescents Here delayed to seek any method of avo iding 

pregnancy once they had entered into premarital sexual 

relationship. 

The data c n discuss i on with close friends and relatives 

about metho ',;s of avoiding preqnancy and deleterious 

consequences 0' unintended unmarried conception show that 31 . 3% 

of the sexually active ado l escents had never di scussed about; 

48.8% had discussed f ew times a year ; while the remaining 20.1% 

had frequent l ;! discussed about family life with their close 

peers and rel~~ives . This p e rcentage distribution suggests that 

less than one quarter o f the adolescents in Awassa are more 

concerned about family life and who usually hold discussion on 

such critical issue of their own. 
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Table 3.5 Dist ribution o f Eligib l e Adolescents by Se l ec t ed 
Background Charac t e ri s tics , Awa ssa , 1995 . 

Background Variables Count Percent 
( %) 

~---------.-------------------+----------+---------~ 
Premarital Pregna ncy 

Yes 
No 

Parental ~tructure 
In tact 

Non-intact 
Family Income(at age 14) 

< 20 1 
201 - 500 

>500 
Parent s Education 

Illiterate 
Literate 

Fami l y Re l igion(at age 14) 
Orthodox 

Other 
Current Ag e 

15 -1 9 
20 - z2 
23-24 

Age at Fl. :st Menses 
<l3 

l3 - 14 
15 - 16 

Age at First Intercourse 
< 17 

17 - 19 
20-22 

Current ~arital Sta tus 
Single 

Married 
Marr iage Broke n up 

Religion 

Eth n i city 

Orthodox 
Other 

Amhara 
Wolaita 

Oromo 
Other 

Childhood Residence 
AV/assa 

Ho n-Awassa 

31 

225· 
263· 

4 11 
77 

270 
180 
31 

13 7 
351 

423 
65 

172 
2 03 
113 

22 
324 
142 

151 
305 
32 

357 
9 1 
40 

39 1 
n 

188 
110 
78 
112 

278 
2 10 

46 . 1 
53 .9 

84.2 
1 5 . 8 

56 . 1 
37 . 4 
6 . 4 

28 . 1 
7 1.9 

86 . 7 
l3.3 

35.2 
41. 6 
23.2 

4 . 5 
66 . 4 
29.1 

30 .9 
62 .5 
6 . 6 

73 .2 
18.6 
8.2 

80.1 
19.9 

38 .5 
22.5 
16 . 0 
23 .0 

57 . 0 
43 . 0 



continued ._._--------,- - - --,----- ----, 
Background V~ ciables 

Compl e t ed Sch o o l Gr ade 
0 - 6 

7 - 11 
12 ;jnd abov e 

Ca r ee r S t a t u s 
Student 

Empl o y ed 
Non --Empl oyed 

HUl:sev' i f e 
Kno wledge About Fe cu ndi ty Pe r . 

Co r rect 
Not Co rrect 

Curre n t Use of Co ntraceptives 
Yes 
No 

Used Contra cept ive s a t Firs t 
Sex 

Yes 
No 

Discuss ion Wit h 
r .i _end s / ReI a t .i-v.e s 

No t at all 
F','! \v Times 

Fr "quently 

Count 

III 
246 
131 

140 
77 
184 
87 

2 5 4 
234 

240 
2 48 

95 
3 9 3 

152 
238 
98 

Sou rce : Survey conduct ed ln Awassa , 1 995 . 

32 

Pe r cent 
(% ) 

22. 7 
50.4 
26 . 8 

28 . 7 
1 5 . 8 
37 . 7 
17 . 8 

52 . 48 
48 . 0 

49 . 2 
5 0 . 8 

19 . 5 
80. 5 

31. 1 
48 . 8 
20 . 1 



CHAPTER I V 

Diffe r e n tials of Premarital Pregn a ncy Among Ado l escents 

Th is section de al s with the examina t ion of related factors 

wh ich are expec ted t o have association with the i ncidence of 

p remarita l pl"~?~ ancy among adolescents. Table 4.1 presents the 

Chi-Square n" s uI ts \4h ich test the relationship between 

p r emari t al pr~gnancy and the selected factors . 

The statement that premarital pregnancy among adolescent 

women is inde pe nde nt of the family structure i n which an 

adolescent g""21" up duri ng the childhood age is accepted at 

P<O . 05 . This means , there is no statistically significant 

association bet,leen tlte a d o lescents premarital pregnancy 

e xposure and the ir famil i es structure in which they raised in 

a t age fourt~en" In other words, it is not the family structure 

whic h str ic"t ~")" affe cts the risk of exposure to premari tal 

pregnancy among a d olescent population. 

The Chi-sq~are tes t r eveals that there is a relationship 

bet ween prema ri t al pregna ncy a nd parental literacy. That is, 

the l ikelihoo~ of h av ing prema rital pregnancy among adolescent 

women var i es "lith th e pa rents literacy status. This difference 

in t h e occur ~ence of before marriage concept ion \4hich 

a ttr ibutes t. o educat i o nal backCJround of parents is 

s tatisticall~' sig llificant a t P< O. 00 5. 

The prop: sition \4hich s t a t es tlla t the e stimated monthly 

earnings of a '~m i ly duri ng the girl' s formative ages does not 

result i n a diffe rence in the chance of being unmarried 

pregna n t among the sexually active adolescent population is 



rejected. It implies that the ri sk of premarital pregnancy is 

substantially influenced by the es timated monthly income that 

a family atta i~ed during the ch ildhood pe riod of a n adolescent 

who i s currenl:1y aged between 15 and 24 . This association 

between family income and the event of out-of-wedlock pregnancy 

is found to b e stati s tically co nsiderabl e , a t P<O . 001. 

The Chi - Square re s ult support s the statement that the 

proportion of before marri a ge pregnancy is the same for al l 

girls belong to familie s tha t a re affiliated to different 

religious groups (su c h as o rthodox and o ther religion) . This 

discloses thdt the risk of exposure to premarital conception 

does not cham) B by fami ly ' s religious affiliation. It means 

that a difference in fami ly's religi ous background during the 

formative years of a child behavior i s no t expected to exhibit 

a variation in the proportio n of being unmarried pregnant among 

urban adolescrnt popUlation . 

The Chi-Square statistics confirms the s tatement tha t the 

proportion of ? r emarital pregnancy among ado l escent women is 

identical to all who reach puberty at different age . Tha t i s, 

the hypothes i s that the proportion of befor e marr iage pregnancy 

is not linear ly associated with the age o f a girl a t the first 

onset of mense.; i s true . It indicates that a risk of premarital 

pregna ncy among a n urban adolescent s d oes not depend upon an 

early or l ate biological ma turity. 

The tes~ result reveals tha t premarital pregnancy 

distributi o n lS independent of the age of the adolescent a t the 

commencement of premarital sexual relations hi p . This i mplies 
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that precocio~s sexual relationship or its postponement does 

not bring about a change in the proportion of premarital 

pregnancy amOI I '~I an urban adolescent female population. 

The hypothesis that the proportion of before marriage 

pregnancy does not change by the current religious background 

of adolescent females is accepted since the Chi-Square result 

is not stati c>U.ca lly significant at P<O. 05. This means that 

premarital pI'~qnancy dist ribution is not linearly associated 

with the current religious affiliation of an urban adolescent 

women. It is not only religious background but also frequency 

of past religious attendance which does not result significant 

variation in ~he proport i o n of unmarried pregnancy among the 

adolescent population . 

The chi-Souare t es t result supports the statement that the 

proportion of hefore wedloc k conception is identical to both 

non-migrant and migrant adolescents. That is, whether a girl 

lived in Awa ,co·· a for most of the childhood period or migrated 

into as an ado . escent , there i s no difference in the proportion 

of premarital p~egn a ncy . 

The hypoch0si s which s tates that premarital pregnancy is 

independent c ~ the educational accomplishment of an adolescent 

women is rej ected; I"hile the al t ernative statement, i.e, 

premarital pregnancy among ado l escent s is related to the 

educational achievement of a woman is accepted, at P<O.OOOI. 

This sta ti stically sign i fica nt result describes the linear 

association L,·t'.veen unma rried pregnancy and the school grades 

completed by a il urban adolescent females. This finding enables 
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to draw the co nc l us ion tha t adolescent's educational 

achievement s t r o ngly affect s the proportion of before marriage 

conception a~ong u rba n women who are aged between 15 a nd 24. 

The stat8 ~.1ent t hat the proportion o f premarital preg,nancy 

is the same fo r both groups of re spo nde nts wh o could correctly 

identify the period at which pregna ncy is most l i kely to occur 

in the monthly me n s trual cycle and who could not d o so i s 

rejected , at P< O. OOO I. This i mposes to accept the propos ition 

that the proporti o n o f premarital pregnancy among urban 

adolescent women diffe rs by their knowledge of the mos t risk 

period in the month ly me nstrual cycle . Thus, o ne concludes tha t 

an adolescent girl's knowledge about menstrual cycle has 

significant ~tfect on the chance of being unmarried pregnant . 

The hypo ·;·.he s i s tha t the proport ion of before marr iage 

concepti o n i s i. de ntical be twe en adolescent females who are 

c urrently using modern contraception and who are not using i s 

found t o be t rue . It means , premarital pregnancy among urban 

adolescent women is not associated with the ir current 

contracepti v e practice . Thus , it is hardly that ado l escent ' s 

current contra c e p t i on af fe c ts the risk of premarital pregnancy 

among urba n adol escent women (aged between 15 and 24) . 

The pr0positi o n that premarital pregnancy is equally 

distributed contracept or adolescents and non -

contraceptor counterpa rts at the inception of premarital sex is 

rejected; whil e the statement that premar ital pregnancy differs 

by use of contraception at initi a tion of premari t al intercourse 

is accept ed , at P<O. OOOI . The result c onfirms the statistically 
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significant ihl)3ct of contra ception at first premarital sexual 

engagement or 1:he proportion of premar ital conception among 

urban adolesce n t women . 

The Chi ·· Square tes t shows that there is no linear 

relationship between pre g na ncy before marriage and girl's 

agreement to have been e ngag e in first premarital sexual 

relationship. That is , the proportion of premarital pregna ncy 

among adolescen~ wome n i s not affected by their agreement to 

have been en~2ged in firs t premarital sexual re l ations h ip . 

The hypot·'Bsi s t ha t the proportion of unmarried conception 

is independent of the degree of ado l escent s ' discussion with 

close friends 2nd r e latives on i s sues such as contraceptive 

methods and de 1,=ter iou s consequences of unmarried pregnancy is 

rejected; wh i~e th e al t e rnative hypothesis which s tates tha t 

the proportio n o f pregnanc y is associated with the degree of 

communication o n these iss ue s is accepted , at p<O.OOOI. Thus, 

it is possibl e to conc lude t hat the degree of d isc u ss ion with 

close friend~ and r e latives on methods of avoiding un-wanted 

pregnancy anj its de trimen t a l e ff ect s exerts significa nt 

influence on tne proportio n of premarital pregnancy among the 

urban adolescent femal e s . 

In gene r a l, t he Chi-Squa r e results suggest that variables 

such as parent3' educational status, family ' s estimated monthly 

income at age fourt een, adolescent's educati onal achievement, 

knowledge of pregna nc y risk period, use of contracepti o n a t 

first premari t a l sex, and communication wi th c l ose friends a nd 

relatives si .;ni f icantly af fect the proportion of premarital 
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pregnancy, while family 's reI igion, age at first onset of 

menses, age at the beginning of premarital sex, religious 

affiliation, migration status , current use of contraception and 

agreement to have been entered into premarital intercourse 

hardly affect the incidence of premarital pregnancy among the 

urban adoles '-; E,nt female population. The direction of 

relationship all d th e magnitude of effects owed to each of the 

stated factor s are assessed in the next section. 
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Table 4.1 Chi-square Results for Relationship Between 

Premarital Pregn?ncy and SeleGted Variables (N=488 ) , 

Awassa,1995. 

-
Premarital Pregnancy 

variables ( % ) X2 

Yes No 

Parental Structure 46 .1 53 . 9 2 . 62 
Intact 44 .5 55 . 5 -

Non-int2r:t 54 . 5 45 . 5 -

Parents' Ed .! ~ational s tatus 46 . 1 53 . 9 8 . 99 * 
Illiteral .. e 56.9 43.1 -
LiteratE 4 1.9 58 . 1 -

Family's Income at Age 14 • 46 .1 53.9 p . 87 
~2-00 51. 5- 48 . 5-

201-50 0 42 . 8 57 . 2 -
> 500 19.4 80.6 -

-
Family's Re ljgion at i\ge 14 46 . 1 53 . 9 

Orthada" 45 . 9 54 . 1 0 . 076 

Other rel igion 47 . 7 52 . 3 -
-

Age at Onset of Menses 46 .1 53 . 9 
< 13 50.0 50 . 0 0 . 56 

13-14 46 .9 53.1 -
15-16 43 . 7 56.3 -

-
Age at Firs t: Sex 46.1 53.9 

< 17 49 . 0 5 1. 0 4 . 63 

17 - 18 47.8 52 . 2 -
19 - 22 35 . 4 64 . 6 -

-
Current Rel iqIon 46 .1 53 . 9 

Orthodox 46 . 3 53 . 7 0 . 039 

Other relig ~on 45 .2 54 . 8 -
-
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continued 

variab 

Past Religi o 
Not at al 
Few time s 
Frequent.l 

Lived in AW ·1 
Awassa 

Non-Awa:o 

Educationa l 
0-6 
7-11 
12 and 

Fecundity Ri 
Correct. 

Not-carre 

Curre·nt Cont 
Yes 

No 

Contracepti 0 
Yes 

No 

Agreeme nt to 
Yes 

No 

les 

sity 
1 

Y 

'"; sa at Age 14 

',a 

Achi evement 

Above 

sk Period 

ct 

r a c ep.t i-on 

n at First Sex 

Lave had Sex 

Communicatio 
Not at all 
Few times 
Frequently 

n 

.p<0.005 
•• p <O. OOl 

p<O.OOOl 

Premarital Pregnancy 
(% ) X2 

Yes No 

46 . 1 53.9 1. 58 
49 . 2 50.8 -
41.7 58 . 3 -
53 .4 46 . 6 -

46 . 1 53.9 0.00 
46 . 0 54 . 0 -
46 . 2 53.8 -

46 .1 53.9 }.6.3 •• 
59 . 5 40.5 
46 . 7 53 .3 -
33.6 66 . 4 -

-

46.1 53 . 9 
:;0 . 5" 30.7 69.3 

62.8 37.2 -
-

46-.1 - 53 . 9 
47 . 5 52.5 0.37 
44 . 8 55.2 -

-
46 . 1 53.9 
1.1 98 . 9 i! 6 . 4 

•• 
57 . 0 43.0 

-
46 . 1 53 . 9 -
45 . 5 54 . 5 
50 .0 50 . 0 0 . 47 

-
46.1 53.9 -
66 . 4 33 . 6 
45.4 54.6 " 
16.3 83 . 7 

:;0 . 3 

-
-

-
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CHAPTER V 

Results and Discu ss ion 

5.1. Univari ~te Logi st ic Resul t s. 

In order to examine the effect of each of the explanatory 

variables which are presupposed to reveal a risk of premarital 

pregnancy among sexua lly active adolescents, a univariate 

logistic regression is app lied . In ~urn, variables which are 

relevant to t he prediction of incidence of premari tal pregnancy 

among adoles.,(nt females are further examined by controlling 

confoundinq eEfects . Table 5.1 summarizes results of the 

bivariate association between incidence of premarital pregnancy 

and each factor which is presupposed to have an impact. 

Although t ile associat ion is not statistically a ppreciable, 

at pCO.05, th 2 r i sk of premarital pregnancy is affected by the 

parental (fami ly) structure in which the adolescent girl lived 

on at age four~een . The odds of premarital pregnancy increases 

by a factor of 1. 50 fo r adolescents who were raised in non ­

intact famil1 0s than their peers who were grown up in intact 

families. Thi ~ indicates that ado lescents who are raised in 

non - intact fa nilies are mo re likely to have premarital 

pregnancy than '~heir cou nterparts in intact famil ies. 

The odds of premarital pregnancy falls by a factor of 0.81 

for adolescen ':s I-lhose fam ily monthly incomes, at age 14, we re 

estimated to he betwee n 200 and 500 in contrast to those whose 

family incomes were found to be less than 200 birr. This effect 



of the change in family i ncome o n the like lihood of premarital 

pregnancy among female adolescents is not s ignifi cant at 5% 

level. 

The odds of pregnancy r educes by a fac tor of 0 . 26 for 

female adole sceC1t s Vlhose family estimated monthly ea rnings 

exceeded 500 birr than for those girls Vl hose famil y income 

.distribution Ha s estimated beloVi 200 birr at age fourtee n. The 

result is al s o statistically significant, at p <O. 005 . This 

implies that the family income earned during the formative 

years of a child considerably dOVinthrows a ri sk of before wed-

lock conception amo ng a female ado lesce nt population if it has 

been raised heyond 500 birr . 

The odds ·) f before marriage pregnancy is 0.545 times lower 

among female n·jolescents whose parents have ever a ttended any 

type of educa":ion ( formal o r nonformal) than among their peers 

who have not h ad such parents . That is, a daughter of educated 
': 

family i mpos E S upon 45 percent r educed risk of adolescent 

premari tal pregn a ncy t han the o ne who has come fr om non-

educated famil y . The impact of parental education on a 

likelihood of unmarried pregnancy among adolescent female 

population i s statistically significant, at p <0.005. 

Furthermore, pare ntal educational status data exh ibit 

variations in ~ffect for different school grade completions by 

parents. Thol 'gh the effect is statistically insignificant, 

parents ' primary school ach i evement seems to result a worth 

reduction in odds of premari tal conception among adolescents. 

That is, the odds of pregnancy decreases by a f ac t o r of 0 . 748 
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for those gi r h ' ,,!l10se parents had completed primary school 

grade level th a:~ their counterparts "'hose parents had attained 

no schooling, The risk of premarital pregnancy is 0.496 times 

lower for the se adolescents whose parents' completed school 

grade levels ':.'er e above primary than their peers from no 

school ing fami 1 ies , The 1 ikel ihood impact of parents' above 

primary schocl accompl ishment on a child, adolescent period, 

exposure to unmarried pregnancy is statistically relevant, at 

p<O.OO I. 

Al though a delay of the firs1: onset of menses up to 

fifteen and c" er years of age results in depression on odds of 

having unmarri ed preg nancy among adolescent girls, the effect 

i s not statistically pronounced. The degree by which the 

commencement of menstruation at age of 15 and above reduce s 

premarital conception is 0.87 times that of the influence when 

i t began before the celebration of the thirteenth birth date. 

The risk of preg nancy for those girls who have entered 

into premarit,,} intercourse at age bet",een 17 and 18 years old 

is 1.158 times the risk for those who are engaged in before 

being 17 year s old ; and the effect is statistically 

insignificant. While on the other hand, the postponement of 

first sexual relationsl1ip up to age 19 and above results 

reduction in a proba bility of being unmarried pregnant by a 

factor of 0 . 58G than initiat ion under age seventeen; and this 

impact of late teenage entry into first intercourse 1S 

statistically useful, at p<0.05. 
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The inc id e nce of premarital pregnancy for thos e 

adolescents wh o are currently ma rried is 2 . 285 times that of 

their peers who are currently never-married (single) while, 

the likelihood occurrence of before marriage pregnancy rises by 

a factor of 3.3 86 f or those adolescents whose marriage 

currently enda l up t ha n their never - married counterparts. These 

results are also found to be statistically significant, at 

p<O.OOl. 

The diff "rence in permanent chi l dhood r esidence does not 

bring accountable effect on the chance of getting unmarried 

pregnancy among fe male adolescents who are currently residing 

in Awassa. Nevertheless , the odd s of pregnancy increases by a 

factor of 1. 006 f or t ho se adolescents who had not 1 i ved in 

Awassa as chi ldren under fifteen than for those girls who were 

in the town du c ing the same age. 

The orthodox affiliated adolescents have 1.046 (1/.956) 

times higher odds o f unmarried pregnancy than their 

counterparts \/n ~ curre n t ly belonged to religious groups other 

than orthodox (protestant , mos lem and catholic) Though the 

odds of premarital pregnancy is not statist ical ly affected by 

either religious background or past. religiosity of a girl, 

relatively sUbstantive important effect is attributed to past 

reI igious at '~'2nd a n ce among ado lescent females . The odds of 

pregnancy for i .ho se adolescents who attended r e ligious teachi ng 

few times a year a nd one or more than one times a month 

(frequently) a re respective l y 0 . 799 a nd 0 . 90 times the odds f or 

those never attended . 
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There i~ no sUbstantial difference in the odds of 

premarital pr81nancy amo ng adolescents who had completed school 

grade level Lelow primary a nd grade level between 7 and 11. 

However, female adolescents who had completed school grades 

between 7 aml 11 have odds of unmarried concept i on that is 

1.05 3 times th e odds for their peers who had attended primary 

school grades (0 - 6) . While on the other hand, the odds of 

pregnancy f alls by a fact or of 0 . 492 for those adolescent girls 

who had completed school grades between 12 and above than their 

counterparts :,ho had accomplished school grades at primary 

level (0 - 6). 1'hi s result 1S stat i stically signi f icant , at 

p<O.OOl. Educat Lonal ach ievement, whe n other factors are not 

controlled, plays a~ramount role on the reduction of 

adolescent before marriage risk of pregnancy if it has been 

encouraged up to the comple tion of grade 12 among adolescent 

girls. 

The likel : hood of premar ital pregnancy among adolescent 

girls who have failed to ident ify the period at which pregnancy 

is most like !y t o occur is 3 . 813 times the risk among peers 

that have corz ectl y reported a fecund period of the ovulatory 

cycle. The in fluenc e of knowledge of a fecundity risk period on 

the c h ance of being unma rried pregnant among adolescent women 

is statistica l ly great important, at p <O . OOOl . 

The odds o ! pregna ncy for those females who are currently 

using contrac2pti on is 0 . 89 6 times the odds for those 

adolescents who are not using any method of contraception . The 

s t atistically unrecognized effect of current use of 

45 



contraceptio n an odds of premarita l p r eg nanc y e nt a il s poss ible 

explanation . That is, si nce mos t ado l escents had no regular 

access to effe ctive mode rn contraceptive methods , they would 

erratically use effective methods, or o therwise they would use 

methods such a s pe r iod i c a bstinence a nd withdrawa l s wh i ch are 

l ess effic i e ,· ~, u nless o ne i s very well acquainted with a 

fecund period )f a woman ' s monthly me nstrual cycle. 

The odds of p r ema rita l preg nancy for those females who 

used a ny method o f avo i d ing pregnancy whe n they engaged in the 

first intercourse i s lowe r by a factor of 0.008 tha n the odds 

for those ado~escents who e xperienced unprotected first sexual 

relatio ns hi p . ] n other wo rds, the risk of before marriag e 

conception r oc ,;ets j).L!'! fac t o r o f 1 22 among adolescents who 

were non-contraceptors a t the initiation of premarital sexual 

contact. Res ', l ts for contraception variab l es suggest that use 

of contracept. en has utmost i mportance in the r ed ucti on of 

premarital pre0nancy amo ng the ado lescent female population if 

it h as been ;He-acticed si nc e the commencement of premarital 

sexual relati ollship. 

The avel dc;e length of time tha t the adolescent women 

practice contracepti on b rings substantial effect on the odds of 

before wed-lock pre gn a nc y among urban adolescent fema l e 

population. Every addi t io na l year of contraception reduces the 

odds of prema ri ta l preg na ncy by a factor of 0 . 422 . Th is 

statistically s i gnificant , 

advantage o f protracted 

a t p<O . OO Ol, result emphasizes the 

c ontraception to suppress the 
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preval ence of premari till concept ion among urban adole scent 

women. 

Adolesc e r· ts who were not volunteer to have been engaged in 

p r emarital intercourse have odds of pregnancy that is 1.198 

times the odds for those females who were agreed to have been 

e ngaged i n. Although this finding does not exert s tatisticall y 

sound influelce, it reveals that the risk of premar ital 

pregnancy a r.lOng females \"h o e nt e red into unintentional 

unma r ried intercourse increases by 20 %. 

Communicatio n vii th c lose friends and re l atives on methods 

o f avo i ding pre gnancy and deleterious consequences of unmarried 

conception b ,.- __ ngs about a dec 1 ine in the risk of pregnancy 

among adolesC'· llt femalE' population . The odds of premarital 

pregnancy female adolescent s who 

communicated ~ith close frie nd s a nd relatives 

occasionally 

i s 0 . 944 times 

the odds among those adolescent female who did no t communicate 

at a ll. Whil e o n th e other hand, for those adolescents who 

frequently 

con sequences 

discussed about contraception 

of premarita l pregna ncy the odds 

and negative 

reduces by a 

factor of 0. 169 than the odds for those who never i nvol ved 1n 

such a disc\\ssion . A frequent discussion accounts for a 

r emarkab l e r <Ol'·ucti on in the likelihood of getting unma rried 

p r egnancy amo~g adolescent population; which i s statistically 

confirmed, at p ~ O.OOOl. 

Based on ttese univaria te results , variables which include 

parental strl,,:t.Jre, family income, parents ' schooling, family 

re l igion, age at onset of me nses , age at first sex, mari tal 
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status, past ~e ligi osity , lived in Awassa at age 14 , completed 

school grade, l:no\>!leuge about 

contraception at first sex, 

fecundity risk period, use of 

duration of contraception, 

agreement to have had first sex, and communication with friends 

and relatives hav e remai ned to the multivariate logistic 

regression analysi s . 
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continued 

Predictor 
Variab le <, ., 

'ity Past Re l igios 
(vs Not at 
Few Times 
Frequently 

Completed Sch 
(vs 0 - 6) 

7 - 11 
12 <.1\ ( 1 

Knowledge 0 '.· 
Not Correct 

Current Use 0 
Yes (v s 

Contraception 
Ye s (yo: 

Agree to Ha ve 
Sex 

No (v ee. 

Communication 
(vs None) 

Few Times 
Frequently 

Le ngth of C '.>:1 

all) 

001 Grade 

Above 

Risk Period 
vs Correct) 

t Contracept . 
NO) 

at First Se x 
No) 

Had Firs t 

Yes) 

traceptio n 
-p <O.05 

** p<O.005 
*** p <O. 0005 

Coefficients 
Signif 

b exp(b) 

- 0 .2 24 0 . 799 0.3182 
-0.105 0.900 0.5947 

0 . 052 1.0 53 0.7744 
-0 . 710 0 . 492'* 0.0009 

L 338 3 . 813 *** 0.0000 

-0.110 0.896 0.5436 

- 4 . 806 0.008 '** 0.0000 

0.181 1.198 0 . 4954 

- 0 . 057 0 . 944 0.7528 
-1. 778 0.169*** 0 . 0000 

- 0.862 0.422 *** 0.0000 

N. B. In the p .lrenthesis is the reference category. 
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5.2 Multivariate Results 

The bivariate associa tions so far assessed indicate the 

effect of each predictor variable "ithout controlling other 

factors. Wher pus, the mult ivariate logistic regression , employed 

at this stage, provides a measure of effect for each predictor 

after control li ng all other factors. Thus, each of the 

mUltivariate ccefficients is a measure of net effect of the 

explanatory var iable retai ned in the mode l. 

The gen.,ral test for the goodness of the fitted 

mUltivariate medel indicates that it is greatly signif icant, at 

peO.OOOOl. Thi.; implies that at least one of the coefficients 

of the predictor variab les is non - zero . On the other hand, the 

tests for s5 'V1 ificance of individual variables in the model 

reveal that ::);1traception at first sex, communication with 

close friends .l nd relatives, current marital status, parents' 

school ing, a q reement to had had first sex, completed school 

grade, knowledge of fecundity risk period and family religion 

at age 14 h dv e significantly affected odds of premarital 

pregnancy among urban adolescent population . 

The mult ivariate coe fficient for use of contraception at 

the inception of premarital sex d.=picts that the odds of 

premarital pregnancy for those adolescent women who had used 

contraceptior · C.t first premari tal sex is 0.0073 times the odds 

for non-contr~8eptors, controlling for all other explanatory 

variab l es . Ir. 0 the r .Iords , the odds of pregnancy for non­

contraceptors i3 (1/0 . 0073) 137 times higher than the odds f or 
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their contracS'ptor coun terparts. The highly significant, at 

p<O.OOOl, eff 8c t of contraception suggests that use of 

contraception at the ccrmencemen t of pre ma rital intercourse is 

the first maJor pee.lic t or of the risk of before mar riage 

pregnancy among urb~ ll d.:eller female adolescents. Hence, it is 

very unlikely thac 11 n adolescen t girl \,ho has begun use of 

contraception SInce th e fi r st initiation of premarital sexual 

relationship t o have h~d unmarried pregnancy than her peer who 

has failed to do so . 

The other most i~pur tant predictor for difference in the 

odds of befo': " r,1!T i :HJc' pregnancy a mong an urban adolescent 

women is thE rate o f discuss ion with close friends and 

relatives which has held wit h me thods of avoiding pregnancy and 

deleterious consequences of unintended prema rital conception. 

The results r eveal tllat the odds of premarital pregnancy for 

those adolescent 1",;;.:,]",;; ',;ho had discussed frequently reduces 

by a factor of O. 1 6 ~- el,an for those who had never discussed 

when other fact.ors constant , "hich IS statistically 

significant , at p <O . 0005 ; while the odds of such conception for 

those adolesc~llt ~ or",n ~ho had discussed fe" times is 0 . 743 

time s the odd e: f c ,' t !.2~" -.:h o had never discussed, controlling 

for all other ,.cc·J :c·cc'· 'nriables , -.·;hich is not statistically 

significant . 1!1 L!S I close friends and 

relatives resll l ts a substantial reduction in the likelihood of 

having premarital conception among urban adolescent population 

if it has been continlled to hold for several times; otherwise 

its suppressing e :: ~~ : :n the odds of pregnancy is unimportant . 
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smaller than the odd s for t hos e counterparts whose parents 

never had sChooling. Th e test of s ignifica nce of coefficients 

for beyond p ~ 'reary l e ve l and only prima ry level achievements 

respectively reveal t he signif i ca nce at p<0.005 and th e 

insignificanc ? a t p eO . 05 . 

Agreement t o have had the first prema rital sexual 

intercourse ~ignifi ca nt ly predict s the odds of unmarried 

concept ion anlong an urba n adolescent population. The estimated 

resu l t shows tha t the odds of pregnancy among girls who did not 

agree to h ave had th e first sexual contact diminishs by a 

factor of 0.3 69 than amo ng those peers who agreed to have had, 

kept in all o~he r predi c t ors constant. I n o ther words , the odds 

of premarital p regn a ncy for those adolescents who we re agreed 

to have entered into the first premarital sex is 2.711 times 

the odds for those who were not a greed counterparts, 

controlling othe r p redictor variables . Again, this 

statisticall y s upporte d , at p <O. a I , result und e rscores the 

harmful effect of a c ons e n t of a girl at initiation of 

premar ita l int~rcourse , when other factors remain constant . 

The multipli c ati v e estimates for schoo l grade 

accomplishme .. ,,:: :i.ndicate that adolescent women who had completed 

school grades wnich a r e 12 and above h a ve odds of before wed-

lock pregnancy ~ha t is 4 . 44 9 times higher than for those peers 

who had acco. ~. CJ lish e d s chool grades at primary level on ly, 

controlling other var iab les; while for those ad o l escent females 

wh o had achie~ed s eco nda ry school grades (7 - 11) the odds of 

premarital pregnancy inc reases by a factor of 1.022 tha n for 
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those adolesc '?lrts '.filo he,d compl e t e d primary school level, \-I he n 

other predi c t.o r s rema in consta nt. The school grade 

accomplishme nt variab l e exhibits a significant difference , at 

p <O. 01, for those vlho ha d a c hieved grades between 12 and 

above; while it provides s tatistical l y no difference, at 

p <0 . 05 , for those who had compl e ted secondary school grades in 

contrast to those who had attained primary schoo l (0 - 6) . 

Though :.11 b o th models (uni var iate a nd multi var iate) grade 

12 and beyo nd a chieveme nt confirms significant effect on odds 

of premarital p regnancy among urban adolescent s , the direction 

of its effect , under tile tvlO cases , i s quite contrary . That is, 

when other f actors are !lOt contro lled, bivariate association, 

educational •• ch ievement da ta assert that 12 and beyond 

achievement significa ntly suppresses odds of pregnancy; while 

other fa c t ors a r e controlled, partial associa tion, the data 

declare that 12 and above a chievement significantly enhances 

the odds . Th 0 possible reaso n fo r such inco nsistent findings, 

in the two mo,,, '] s, is that dura t ion of premarital period sexual 

exposure is d i r ectly re l a t ed t o length o f years spend in 

school. Once ~n adolescent girl is sexually act ive, an increase 

in the number o f years spend in school enhances a risk of 

getting pregna ~ t unless i t i s c omplemented by regular use of 

contraception. Thus, co n t r o l 1 ing, 1n the full model, 

contraception '/dciables and length of exposure to premarital 

intercourse, wh ich are inve r se l y related to odds of premarital 

conception, ra i se the i mpact of 12 and above grade 

accomplishme~ t in the oppos ite direction . 
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continued - . 

Predictor Coefficients 
Variab) "s 

b exp(b) Signif 

Completed School Grade 
(vs 0-6 ) 

7 - 1 ~ 0.022 1.022 0.9607 
12 anj Abov e 1.493' 4 .44 9' 0.0078 

Knowledge o ·~ !(isk Period 
Not Correct ~vs Correc t) 0 . 823' 2 . 272' 0.0 1 26 

Contraception at First Sex 
Yes (v o: 110) -4.921 0 . 007 

.. , 
0.0000 

Agree to HaV E:· Had First 
Sex -0.99 7 0.369' 0.0076 

No (v s Yes) 

Communicati Ol~ 
(v s None ) - 0.297 0 . 743 0 .3 480 

Few Times -1.791 0.167*""" 0 .0001 
Frequentl y 

- 0.261 0 . 770 0.1691 
Length of COl11: rClcep t ion 

13 . 206 0 .00 00 
Constant 
p < O.OS 

** p < O. OOS 
*** p < O.0005 
N.B. In the plrenthesis is the reference cat egory 

5.3 Di s cussi.on 

Th e main finding of this r esearch is to SUbstantiate that 

among sexually active urban adolescent women, the use of 

contraception at initiation of premarital sexual relationship 

consti tutes '\ cons iderdb le risk factor to h a ve conception 

before marria0 ~. When o~ her factors are controlled , the impact 

of us ing cont r3cepti on at inception of premarital sex elevates 

. For ins tanc e , in the biva riate association , the likelihood of 
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marital status to reflect the odds of premarita l pregnancy 

among the mar~l ,!d adolescents is substantively very important; 

while among thos~ \:hose marriaqes \-lere disrupted is 

unimportant . Eowever, in the bivariate relationships, other 

factors are not controlled, current mar ital status 

significantly refl ects the odds of pregnancy among the married 

group of adcl escents as well as among those whose marriages 

were currentl; e nd ed up , at p <O .OOl. These results sugges t that 

the bivariate association for those whose marriage were 

currently di s r llpted is e xaggerated when other factors a re not 

controlled. 

This look s reasonable because marriage disruption markedly 

increases odds of premarital pregnancy wh il e tending to s horten 

the use of contci n uous contraception until the f irs t marriage . 

Furthermore, period of regu lar contraception is also inversely 

related to o " ~ dc; of pn'gna ncy . Hence, control 1 ing duration of 

continuous cCll t"aception refutes the impact of current mar ital 

disruption. 'l'r.e great prevalence of the odds of premarital 

pregnancy amc.nq curr en tly marri ed adolescent wome n is an 

indication that premarital conception is an impetus to a 

pregnant girl t o marry the prospect i ve husband . 

Both the univariace and mU ltivariate model results for 

parental education confirm that parents' beyond primary school 

level achievement i s a sig n ificant predictor of the incidence 

of premarital p r egnancy amo ng urba n adolescent women ; whil e 

primary schotl. level achievement is not importa nt to predict 

the odds of aremarital pregna ncy . However, the impact of 
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parents' beyond p r i mary s chool education raises when other 

factors are con~ro l led l. e , the odd s of premarital pregnancy 

for those :o'd ol esce nts "'hos e parents had never attended 

schooling incl 2a ses by (3.02) three fold, when other factors 

II 
are controlled , wh ile the odds increases by (2.02) two fold 

when other fa c tors are no t controlled in contrast to the odds 

for those wh ose p a rents had achieved beyond primary level s. 

Thus, parent,l educational level data sugges t that urban 

i I adolescents wllOse paren t s had atte nded beyond primary school 

education are less l ike ly to be exposed to premarital 

conception thaI' their counterparts. This is reasonable because 

well educate~ pa r ents are role models to their daughters to be 

aware of cost ,; of unmarried teenage pregnancy/childbearing and 

its impact s as hand i ca p for futu re prospects. 

The univ l rlate model , other factors not remain constant, 

provides that th e odds of prema rital pregnancy for those 

adolescents wll a did not agree to have had the first intercourse 

is 1.198 time~ for those who had agreed; while on the other 

hand, when oth e r factors held constant , the mUltivariate model 

poses that the odds o f pregnancy among those who did not agree 

t o have been e nga ged il l t he f irst intercourse is 0.369 times 

II 
I 

lower than tl adds among tho s e who had agreed . 

The formac model ma nifests the increasing tendency of the 

risk of pre0~ancy among those adolescents who were not 

volunteer at. initiation while the latter signifies its 

deClining tre nd for suc ll adolescents. These two diametrically 

opposite reSlL . t.s, "Iil i cil are oota ined in the uncontrolled and 
, 
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identify pre g nancy ris k time o f the men s trua l c yc l e . In both 

.\.'J 
cases, the resu l t s a re fo und s tatistically acceptable. 

The resul t s [or effect o f knowledge about fe c undity risk 

period imply t llat the l i ke lihood o f having premarital pregnancy 

among urban a dol escent populat i on accountably ri s e s for those 

girls who could not ide ntify the pregnancy risk period of the 

ovulatory cycl e corre ctly . 

The l ast p r edicto r whi c h affected odds of premarital 

conception is fami l y' s r e ligi o n during the girl ' s childhood 

period. However, wh ile th e biva ri a te as s oc i a tio n r e veals the 

statistical i:,r r e l eva nce of f amily's religious affiliation, 

controlling f or othe r fac t ors discloses the statistically 

importance, ~ t p<O.OS . Thu s , the effect is oversha dowed, when 

other factors ,n-e not cont r olled. So , controll ing other factors 

significantly a dds up t he impact of family's religious 

affiliation. Th e est i mate suggests tha t the risk of getting 

before marri ag e co nception i s large a mong those a d o les cents wh o 

have grown up i ~ o r t hodox a ffi lia ted famili es . 

To sum up, t h e f ind ings of this research stress the 

contribution of childhood e nvironmental variables (parents' 

educational status a nd f am ily ' s r e ligious background), personal 

behavioral vari abl es a nd de mographic characteristics to address 

the critical ~ rba n adolesc e n t females' probl em . 
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CHAP'l'ER VI 

Co nclus i o n a n d Po licy Implication 

6.1 Conclus .·.o n 

Almost tw;) decad e s have passed since changes in teens' 

premarita l sexua l behav ior, pregnancy a nd ch ildbearing were 

r e puted t o b e s e rious s ocial problems both in the developed and 

d e v e l oping co , . rl~ ri es . Al though documented research results are 

scanty i n Sub- ;", haran African countries, the findings show that 

premari t al sec: , pre gnanc y and fertility among adolescent s have 

i ncreased and covering a s Ubstantial proportion . 

In light of this, the presen t resea r ch has t ried to 

e xam ine and understa nd the scope and magnitude of the issues by 

taking one sa ."pl e tOvlJ1 in one of the Sub - Saharan African 

cou nt r y (Ethi opia). The issues e x am i ned and discussed were : 

i.) Assessmen t of prev ale n 2e of premarital pregnancy 

in urban setting of Ethiopia, Awassa . 

ii . ' Exami nation of the key risk fac t ors for 

a dol e s cent prema rita l pregnancy. 

I n orde r to a tta i n these ma j or obj ecti ves , a cross ­

sectio nal surv E'y ,·Ias c onclucted in Awassa. A 29% sample (4 

ke b e l es) was randomly selected by us i ng table of r andom 

numbe rs ; a nd 506 elig ible respondents we r e successfully 

inte rvi ewed . The pre-coded structura l questionnaire was used t o 

obtai n th e re le va nt in f ormat i o n; and also SPSSPC+ soft - ware was 

employed to ~n~~r and a na ly ze the da~a. 



analyzed in t he full loqistic reg re s si o n mode l. Th e full model 

provides an e s timate to the net (,ffect of each predic t o r 

parameter by ~ ~~t ro lling other predictors. 

. , "\ The resl:lts of t he multlvarlate analysls dlsclose that 

predictors sucr: as contraception at the b e ginning of first 

intercourse, communication wit h c lose friends and rela tives, 

current marit a l s t atus , p a r e nts ' schooling, agreement to have 

had first premar i tal sex , completed school grade level, 

knowledge of f ecundity risk period, and family ' s religion at 

age fourteen ha ve exerte d SUbstantial impacts on odds of before 

marriage pr,'c .. nancy among urban ado l escent population o f 

Ethiopia. 

The odds cf premari tal pregnancy among non-contraceptor 

ado l escents is 13 7 times the odds among contraceptor 

counterparts . This finding s uggests that it is very unlikely 

that an adol. e .. s cen t gi rl '/ho has used contraception at the 

commencement premarita l. sexua l relation t o have been 

premarital pregnant than he r peer who has faile d to use 

contraception . 

The od,~ :o; of premarital conception for those female 

adolescents Wi l) ha d had no communication with close friends and 

relatives is 6 ~ imes hi g he r than for those who had had regular 

communication . Th is leads t o the conclus i o n that the likelihood 

of having u nr.1d:::Tied pregna nc y rises by s ix fold for those 

adolescent Iv o'nen I'lho have had no communi cation a t all Vl ith 

close friends ~nd relatives c ompared to regularly communicating 

counterparts . 
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Adol escent: ,,'omen "Iho I'Jere married , a t the time of the 

survey, have odd s of premarital pregnancy that is 4.59 times 

larger than the odds fo r those peers who were never-married 

(single). Thi s entails to draw the conclusion that married 

adolescents were highly e xposed to unmarried pregnancy than th e 

never-married counterparts during the premarital sexually 

active perioli 

The odd" :>f premarital pregnancy for those adolescent 

girls whose parents had never attended school increases by a 

factor of 3. ,; 2 than the odds for those counterparts whose 

parents had c ompleted school grades beyond primary level. This 

resul t enabl e " to deduce that parents' beyond primary level 

school attenda Cl ce results i n 67% reduction in a daughter's 

chance of having premarital period p~egnancy. 

Those adole scent girls who agreed to have been engaged in 

the first pr~~a rital intercourse have odds of pregnancy which 

is 2.711 time :" larger than the odds for those peers who did not 

agree to have done so . This finding accentuates the harmful 

effect of qi:cl's agreement to enter into premarital 

intercourse. 'I ilus, if a teenage girl does not volunteer the 

initiation of plemarital sexual contact, it reduces her risk of 

getting premarital concept ion by 63%. 

The odds o f premarital pregnancy for adolescent women who 

have accompl ished grades betwee n 12 and above is 4 . 449 times 

the odds for rhose "'ho "ave had no school ing or pr imary level 

only (0-6). 1~is imposes the conclusion that in the absence of 

regu l ar contr,, :apt ion, ado lescent girls who have more than 12 
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years of schoo l ing are 4 .45 times l ike ly to be premaritally 

pregnant than thei r p rima ry s chool counterparts. Thus, 

ado l escents l,av e to use effective methods of contraception 

r egul a rly. 

Among ado ·, e s cent s 

f ecundi ty ri s e: p e r iod 

p regnancy is <e st imated 

who could correctly i dentify the 

o f the menstrual cycle, the odds of 

t o be (1/3.81) 0 . 262 times t he odds 

a mo ng those p E<ers wh o could not report correctly. This f inding 

underscores the bene fit of knowledge of pregnancy risk period, 

since we l l acqu a inta nce to fecundity risk period of the 

ovul a t ory cyc l e helps to e ffective use of withdrawal and 

p e r iodic abs ~ i n e nce methods o f contraception. 

The odd ~ o f p r emar ital c once ption for those adolescents 

wh o h ad grown ~D in orth odox affiliated families increases by 

a f actor of (1/ . 45 8) 2 . 18 than the odds for those who had 

r a i sed in families of other religious background (such as 

pro t es t ant, catholi c a nd moslem) . In this regard, it is 

poss i b l e to co nclude t llat c hildren who grow up i n orthodox 

a f fili a t ed fa mllies a re mo r e likely exposed to a risk of having 

unmarr ied teenage p r egna ncy . 

The r efore, though cross-sectional data a r e instructive, 

the find i ngs ,, ;, this r esearch result i n programmatic effort s on 

premarital se x pre gnanc y and childbearing issues . 
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6.2 Policy r~p~ication . 

The est hl e. t ed proportion of premar i ta 1 pregnancy among 

urban adoles,'ent women in Awassa confirms that quite a 

significant n umber of a dolescents , in urban Ethiopia , have been 

at least onc e Gnmarried pregnant. Therefore, the government or 

other concerned o~gonization s will benefit if the y apply 

programmatic ·~f [ort s to oddress ado lescent reproductive issues. 

The reseo rch fi ndi ngs o n the link between risk factors and 

premarital pr2J nan cy amo ng sexua lly active urban adolescents 

have far-rea cil ing pol icy 

specific 

implication for the development of 

interventions to al leviate the 

overwhelming problem o f the ado lescent population . since 

adolescent repcoductive behavior is multi -dimensional, policy 

goal should be p r ogram i ntegration . 

A key strategic components for intervention in programs 

aim at reducing the curre nt preva l ence rate of adolescent 

pregnancy an ,', f ertility s hould be family life education and 

facilitate aC 823S to modern me thods of contracept ion. In this 

era of AIDS al' d other sexual ly transmitted di seases (STDsl , and 

high incidenc e of il lic it abortion among unmarried adolescents, 

programmatic ", rfort s to provide comprehensive family life 

education for a dol escent popula tion are very important. 

As the f.inding of this resea rch points out mo re educated 

adolescents an' more likely exposed to hav e had premarital 

conception, when reliance o n mode rn contraception is constant . 

Thus, increa "" in number of yea rs stayed on beyond primary 
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school s ubsta ntial ly elevates the risk of concepti o n among 

sexually active unmarried adolescents . Since adolescent s ' 

problem i s more acute in consequence of high l eve l o f 

schooling, f ,.'. ture pol icy or programmatic intervention s hould 

mainly target secondary a nd beyond schoo l girls (7 and above) . 

In gener •.• l , the find ings ma ni fest the i mporta nce of 

factor s such as contrace ption at fi rst premarital sex, 

communication wi th close friends a nd r elatives, parents' 

schooling, cucre nt mari t a l status , agreement a t inceptio n of 

first premar ital intercourse , schoo l achievement , knowledge of 

fecundi ty risk period , a nd family's reI igious background t o 

address adol escents reproductive problem. Therefore, program 

integration f or intervention f r om mu l ti - dime ns i onal perspective 

with s trong l"a le peers , parental , religious, and community 

involvement wi . l be success ful to lower t h e current preval e nce 

rate of unm~r l · led concept ion amo ng sexually active urban 

adolescents. 
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PART I. 

1. How many r ·)oms are there in the housi ng unit? ( exclud ing 

the bath room and kitchen) : ---

2. Does the hOLsehold o wn the followi ng items ( commodities )? 

Item Yes ; No ; 2 

1 --_. 
Ra di O,0t' rralJE\ Pecorder 

TV Set -
elephone 

3 . How many 0su~l (permanent) membe r s are there in the 

h ousehold? 

3 .1 Fe :lI .11es : 

3 . 2 Mal e': : -.--.----

4 . What wa s .:1102 household ( parenta l ) structure that you 

r a i sed at ag e1 4 ? 

L . J '1tact ( Bot h natu~al pare nt s 

2 . Female headed No adult male 

J . Other nonintact ( Step- parents , Grant ­

pare.nt.s, etc . ) 

4 . Other, please speci fy: 

5 . How much lias the monthly income ( in birr) of the 

h ouseh old 

( family ~hat you raised at age 14 ? 

6. How many ~( the household members have been employed? 

1 . None 2 . Only o ne 3 . Two members 4 . Three and above 

7 . What is t he educational status of your parents ? 

(if the :.;e,.de va lue is f ] I I skip to Q . 14 ) 

l. Both i. 't ~- I::! illet r'ates 2 . One of them is li t e r a t e 

3 . Bot h i.",l-e ! i t.erates 

8 . Is your t~tller e ve r atcended any type of education? 

9 . 

If no , skip to Q . 11 .I 

1. ~ ( : s 2 . No 

If yes, wha~ type of education 
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( if the code value is ' 2 ' or '3', skip to Q. 1 1 ) 

1. Formal 2. Adult literacy program 

3. Other nonformal ( such as religious, etc. ) 

10. If your father attended formal education, what is the 

highest level of school attended ? 

1 . Primary school « 6) 

2. Junior secondary school ( 7&8 ) 

3 . High school ( 9-12) 4. Above high school ( > 12) 

11. Is your mother ever attended any type of education? 

( if no, skip to Q. 14 

1. Yes 2 . No 

12. If yes , what type of education is your mother attended? 

( if the code value is '2' or ' 3' , skip to Q . 14 ) 

1 . Formal 2 . Adult literacy program 

3 . Other nonformal ( such as religious, etc . 

13 . If your mother attended formal education, what is the 

highest level of school attended ? 

1 . Primary school « 6) 

2. Junior secondary school ( 7&8 ) 

3 . High school ( 9-12) 4 . Above high school ( > 12) 

14. What is the highest grade completed within the household 

that you grow up? Age 14 ) 

1 . None 2. Primary ( < 6 ) 3 . Secondary school ( 7-11) 

4 . High school certificate 

5. Technical or Vocational school certificate 

6 . College d i ploma/degree 

7. College incomplete (Year: 

15 . What was t he household religion when you were aged 14 ? 

1 . Orthodox 2 . Moslem 3. Catholic 4 . Protestant 

5 . Other, please specify 

16 . Was your mother worked when you were aged 14 ? 

(if no, skip to Q. 18 ) 

1 . Yes 2. No 

17 . If yes, please specify the type of work 
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18. Is your mother working currently? (if no, skip Q. 19 ) 

1. Yes 2. No 

19 . If yes, please specify the type of work 
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PART II. DEMOGRAPHIC, SOCIO-ECONOMIC, CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD, 

AND PREGNANCY/BIRTH QUESTIONS . 

SECTION 1 . Demographic Characteristics. 

1. How old were you at your last birth day? 

Age in completed years ) 

2. In what month and year were you born? 

2 : 1. Month : 

2 : 2. Year 

3. How old were you at the first onset of menses? 

4 . How old were you when you first began relationship with boy 

friend ( partner ) ? 

5. How old were you when you first engaged in sexual 

intercourse? 

6 . 

7. 

current marital status ? 

Married 3. Divorced 4. Widowed 

What is your 

1. Single 2. 

5 . Separated 6. With partner ( Cohabited 

In what religion were you growing up ? 

1. Orthodox 2. Moslem 3. Catholic 4. Protestant 

5. Other, please specify 

8. How frequently did you attend religious services in the 

past? 

Religiosity in the past ) 

1 . Not at all 2 . Few times a year 3. 1-3 a month 

4 . Once per a week and more 

9 . What is your current religion? 

1 . Orthodox 2 . Moslem 3 . Catholic 4. Protestant 

5 . Other, please specify 

10 . What is your ethnic background ? 

1. Amhara 2 . Oromo 3 . Tigray 4 . Kenbata 5 . Hadiya 

6. Wolita 7. Guraghe 

8 . Other, please specify 
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11. Were you lived for most o f the time in Awassa before age 

14? 

( if yes, skip Q. 12 ) 

1. Yes 2. No 

12. If no, where were you lived f or most of the time before age 

14? 

1 . Addis Ababa 2. Other Urban 3 . Village/Rural 

SECTION 2 . Socio-Economic Characteristics. 

1. Have you ever attended any type of education? 

(if no, skip to Q. 6 

1 . Yes 2. No 

2. If yes, what type of education have you attended? 

if the code value is '2' or '3' skip to Q. 6 ) 

1. Formal 2 . Adult literacy programme 3. Othernonformal 

3 . If you have attended formal education, what is the highest 

grade you completed ? 

4 . Have you ever been dropped out while you are attending 

school? 

( if no, skip to Q . 6 ) 

1. Yes 2. No 

5. If yes, what is the reason for being dropped out? 

6. What is the highest level of schooling you aspire to 

attain? 

1. None 2 . Primary 3. Junior secondary 

4 . Some high school 

5. High school completion 6 . Some college 

7. College diploma/degree 

8. Other, please specify : 

7 . What is your current career status? 

(if not :2', skip to Q . 10) 

1. Student 2 . Employe d 

3 . School dropped out and unemployed 

4 . High school completed and unemployed 
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5. College diploma/degree and unemployed 

6 . Other, please specify: 

8 . If you are currently employed , what is the type of 

occupation you employed ? 

9 . If you are currently employed, what is your monthly income? 

10. If you are not currently employed, what type of occupation 

do you aspire to have ? 

SECTION 3. Contraceptive Knowledge, Attitude, and Practice. 

1 . Have you ever heard about or seen any method of avoiding 

pregnancy? 

if no, s kip to Q . 3 

1 . Yes 2. No 

2 . Whi ch of the following listed methods of avoiding pregnancy 

have you heard about/been familiar ? 

Have you ever been 

Q. Have you ever heard familiar with this 
of this method ? method ? 

Method 

2.1 Prolonged 
Abstinence. ( 
Couples may not 
have sexual 
intercourse fo r l. Yes 2 . No l. Yes 2. No 
many months ) 

2.2 Safe Period. 
( Couples may avoi d 
intercourse at 
certain times 
during the woman's 1. Yes 2 . No 1. Ye s 2. No 
menstrual cycle ) 

2.3 Withdrawal. 
( Men can be 
careful and pull l. Yes 2 . No 1. Yes 2. No 
out before c limax) 

2.4 Pill. 
( Women can take a 
pill every day ) l. Yes 2. No 1. Yes 2. No 
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2.5 Injection. 
( Women can have an 
injection by a 
physician which 
stops them from 
becoming pregnant 
for several months l. Yes 2. No 1. Yes 2. No 
) 

2.6 Diaphragm, foam, 
jelly. 
(Women can place a 
sponge, a 
suppos i tory, or 
cream inside them 
before intercourse l. Yes 2 . No l. Yes 2 . No 
) 

2.7 Condom. 
( Men can use a 
rubber sheath 
during intercourse l. Yes 2. No l. Yes 2. No 
) 

2.8 IUD. 
( Wome n can have a 
loop or coil placed 
inside them by a l. Yes 2. No 1. Yes 2. No 
physician ) 

2 . 9 Female 
Sterilization . 
( Women can have an 
operat ion to avoid 
having any more l. Yes 2 . No l. Yes 2. No 
children ) 

2. 1 Male Sterilization. 
0 ( Men can have an 

operation to avoid 
having any more 
children ) l. Yes 2. No l. Yes 2. No 

2.1 l. Yes 2 . No l. Yes 2 . No 
1 Traditional . If yes, please If ye s, please 

specify , --- spec i fy , ---

2 .1 Any other methods. 
2 ( Any other methods l. Yes 2. No l. Yes 2. No 

that men/women can If yes, please If yes, please 
use to avoid specify , --- specify , ---
pregnancy ) 

3 . In your thinking when during a woman's monthly menstrual 

cycle pregnancy is most likely to occur ? 

( if DK, skip to Q . 5 ) 

1. During the first few days at the beginning of the cycle 

2 . In the middle of the cycle 

3. Immediately before menstruation 
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4 . During menstruation 

B. Don ' t know ( DK ) 

5. Near the end of t h e c y c l e 

4 . Where did you get the information about the relationship 

b e tween the woman ' s monthly menstrual cycle and pregnancy? 

1. Friends/Relatives 

2. Newspaper/Magazine/Poster/Pamphlet 

3. Books on health and sex education 

4. Subject matters taught in school 

5 . Family Guidance Association Office 

6 . Other, please specify : 

5. Have you or your partner/s ever used any method of 

contraception ? 

( if no , skip to Q. 15 

1. Yes 2. No 

6 . We re you use d any means of avoiding unwanted pregnancy when 

you first entered into sex ual union? 

( if no , skip to Q. 8 

1. Yes 2 . No 

7. If yes in Q . 6, what was the method used ? 

l. Pill 2. IUD ( Loop 3 . Injection 4 . Condom 

5 . Diaphragm, foam , or jelly 6 . Safe Period 

7. Withdrawal B. Other, please specify : 

B. How old were you when you first used contraceptive ? 

Age ( Years ) 

9 . Are you currently using any method of contraception? 

if no , skip to Q. 11 

1 . Yes 2. No 

10. If yes , what method are you using? 

1. pill 2. IUD 3 . Injection 4 . Condom 

5 . Diaphragm, foam, or jelly 6 . Safe Period 

7 . Withdrawal B. Prolonged Abstinence 

9 . Female Sterilization 

10 . Other, please specify 

11. For how long did you continuous l y use contraception? 

11:1 . Months 
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11 :2 . Years : 

12. From where do you usually obtain contraceptives? 

1. Friends/Relatives 2. Sexual Partner 

3. Pharmacy/Drug Shop 

4 . Government Hospital/Health Center/Clinic 

5. Private Clinic 

6. Other, please specify 

13 . If you are not currently practicing contraceptive, what is 

the main reason ? 

1. Not practicing sex 

2. Currently pregnant 

3. Want to get pregnant 

4 . Did not think I could get pregnant 

5. Can't get contraceptives 

6. Concern about safety of Contraceptives 

7. Partner objects using contraceptives 

8 . Religious reason 

9 . Modern contraceptives are too costly 

10 . Other, please specify: 

14 . If you did not use contraceptive at first sexual contact 

then for what main reason ? 

1. Want to get pregnant 

2. Did not think I could get pregnant 

3 . Could not get contraceptive 

4 . Concerned about safety of method 

5. First sexual partner objection 

6. Religious reason 

7 . Other, please specify 

15. Do you intend to use contraceptives at any time in the 

future? 

( if no, skip to next section 

1. Yes 2 . No 

16 If yes, which method do you prefer to use? 

1. pill 2 . IUD 3. Injection 4. Condom 

5. Diaphragm, foam, or jelly 6. Safe Period 7. Withdrawal 

8 . Prolonged Abstinence 9. Female Sterilization 
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10. Other, please specify 

SECTION 4. Pregnancy/Bir th Related Questions. 

1. Do you think that most young females like you get pregnant 

before marriage ? 

1 . Yes 2. No 3. DK 

2 . Has any of your close friends/relatives become pregnant 

before marriage ? 

1 . Yes 2. No 

3. Have you ever been pregnant before marriage? 

(if no, skip to next part 

1 . Yes 2. No 

4. How many times such pregnancies were occurred to you? 

5 . How old were you when you became pregnant for the first 

time? 

Age (Years) 

6 . How had your first pregnancy terminated ? by 

l. Marrying partner after conception 

2 . Giving birth outside of marriage 

3 . Abortion 

4. Mis-carriage or Still birth (due to involuntary 

incidence) 

5. Yet not get resolution ( if currently pregnant for the 

first time ) 

6 . Other, please specify 

7. How did you get your first pregnancy? by 

1. Partner that I married after pregnancy 

2 . Boy friend 3 . Rape 

4. Other, please specify 

8. Have you ever given a live-birth' outside of marriage? 

( if no, skip to next part ) 

1. Yes 2 . No 

2A baby cried or showed any sign of life at birth. 
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9 . How many such live-births h a v e y ou g ive n ? 

( if sex was identified 

9:1. Boy: 

9 : 2. Girl: 

10. How old were you when you first gave a live - birth outside 

of marriage ? Age ( Years 

11 . With whom were you lived when you had the first premarital 

birth ? 

1. Alone 

3 . Parents 

2 . With boy friend/partner 

4 . Friends/Relatives 

5 . Other , please spec i fy : 

PART III. MISCELLANEOUS QUESTIONS. 

1 . Were you okay (or agreed ) to hav e had the first sexual 

intercourse with partner? 

1. Yes 2. No 

2. Were you fallen in love with your first sexual partner? 

1 . Yes 2 . No 

3. Have you had rape/unintended i ntercourse in the past years? 

1 . Yes 2. No 

4 . Do you agree with an opinion that unmarried girl to have had 

sexual relationship with a man to whom she would not plan 

to marry? 

1 . Disagree 2. Agree 3 . Strongly agree 

5 . How many sexual partners were you had during the last t wo 

years? 

1 . One 2 . Two 3. Three or above 

6 . How often had you had sexual inte r course in the last month? 

1 . None 

2 . Once or twice a month 

3 . Once or twice a week 

4. Three or four times a week 

5. Almost every day 

6 . Other , please specify : ------

7 . In your sexual life have you experienced for most of the 

time with one regular partner? if no , skip to Q. 9 ) 

88 



1 . Yes 2. No 

8 . If you have never experience with one partner regularly, how 

is your sexual life? (if Q7 is 2 skip to Q. 12 ) 

1. Once accidentally engaged in and stopped 

2 . Having sexual contact with anybody at any 

time 

3 . Other, please specify : - ---- -----

9. During his regular sexual r elationship with you what was/is 

the highest school level he completed? 

(Answer only if you have regular sexual partner in the 

past or currently) 

1 . None 2 . Primary 

3 . Junior Secondary 4 . Some high school 

5 . High School Completed 6 . Some Col lege 

7. College Diploma/Degree 

8 . Other,Please Specify:-------------

10 . What is the carrier status of this regular partner? 

1. Employed 2 . Student 

3 . School dropped out and unemployed 

4 . High school completed and unemployed 

5 . College diploma/degree and unemployed 

6. Other, please specify:-------------

11 . If he is employed , what is his monthly income? 

12 . Do you often discuss about contraception and negative 

consequences of pregnancy/birth outside of marriage with 

your sexual partner? 

1 . Not at all 2 . A few times 

3 . Frequently 4. Most Frequently 

13 . Do you often discuss about contraception and negative 

consequences of pregnancy/birth outside of marriage with 

your close friends, relatives or elder siblings? 

1. Not at all 2. A fe w times 

3 . Frequently 4 . Mos t frequently 

14 . In your opinion , what is the best solution when unmarried 

young women becomes pregnant? 

1 . Marriage (with sexual partner) 
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1 Yes 2 No 

22 . Do you have any employed older sisters? 

1 Yes 2 No 

• 
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