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ABSTRACT 

This research paper focused on the learning conditions and characterstics of mentally 

retarded children in inclusive classrooms in Addis Ababa .The investigation examined 9 cases 

of mentally retarded children in Kokebe Tsibah School. With the objective to determine the 

attributes of learning in the settings, a review of practice from the experience in advanced 

country, namely the Federal Republic of Germany was undertaken. 

With this aim in view various insruments were employed to get data from relevant sources. 

The areas assessed by the study comprehend specific learning abilities, receptive and 

expressive language development, application to subject matter, cognitive, and socio 

emotional skills by the mentally retarded children. Supplementing the data, assessment of 

teaching strategies in the classrooms is endeavored. Obseravtion of cases and the interview of 

the partcipants were applied. In addition, assesment of attitude of non-handicapped peers is 

atttempted. This embodied attitude of the peers toward MR children, peers knowledge about 

mental retardation, and the interaction among the MR children and peers in and outside of 

./ classroom settings. The findings have shown that challenges outweighed the opportunities of 

learning by MR children in the classrooms.Hence , the children were found to recieve little or 

no concrete services, but meaningful and involving learning experiences in the classrooms. 
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background 

Mentally retarded children suffer from delays in development. These delays are characterized 

by slow rate of learning with evidence in specific areas. Most often, these delays range across 

the major developmental domains: cognitive motor, social, self-help, and language skills. The 

generalized pattern of learning is peculiar to this population, owing to the groups sub average 

intellectual functioning. 

In Ethiopia, currently, mentally retarded persons constitute 6.5 % of the disabled population 

which constitues 10% of the total population of the Country. Among the MR, only less than 

0.01 % has access to school. Moreover, enrollment of mentally retarded children has become 

more problematic due to lack of a deliberate Act setting out strategies and instruments in 

order to render educational services to the mentally retarded in the Country (Adugna, 1991; 

Tirusew 1999; and Numma, 2000). / 

A good start is exhibited by the Government to address the situation of education of mentally 

retarded persons. In 1994, the Goverment issued the educatio'n and training policy that was 

instrumental to the education ofthe disabled .The educational service rendered to the mentally 

retarded persons, however, is still at an infant stage. /The available provisions of ser ice are 

limited to trainings on daily living skills and lor instructions in a classroom setting. 

To date, mentally retarded children, in the country, can only be admitted in three schools. 

Since 1987 G.C., Mekane Yesus Church & Save the Children-Norway have been providing 

services to the mentally retarded children in Addis Ababa. The third is the Kokeb Tsibah 

School., which is the domain of this study (Numma, 2000). 
























































































































































































