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ABSTRACT 

The practice of Ethiopian private presses in covering corruption related issues: the case of 
Reporter and Addis Admas. 

Yaregal Mekuria 

Addis Ababa University, 20 15 

This thesis has attempted to assess the practice of Ethiop ian private presses III covering 

corruption related issues in the case of Reporter and Addi s Ad mas for the period of one year. 

Content anal ys is was employed as method. In-depth-interview was also made with th e 

newspaper ' s staff. Both quantitative and qual itative methods were used to co llect the data. As a 

result, systematic random samplings of 67 arti cles were taken from Reporter and 36 from Add is 

Admas newspapers. The analysi s was done based on the type of story, theme, source, placement, 

author and the case of individua l vs. institutions. The data found from the interview as we ll as 

underlying theoret ical frameworks were used to back up the analysis. Resul ts show that 

embezzlemcnt was the leadin g form of corruption theme for both newspapers. Reporter and 

Addis Admas used anti -corrupt ion watchdogs as their major sources of story. From the research 

it is possible to conclude that Reporter and Add is Ad mas gave more prominence to corrupti on 

issues on institutional leve l which were led by government rather than on individual bases. The 

study further concluded that the biggest strength of Reporter and Add is Admas emanate from the 

news section as majority of the news stories were authored by their own staff reporters. The 

newspapers ' coverage of corrupti on was dominated by the news genre. In addition, sign ificant 

numbers of the corruption stories on Reporter were placed on the middle pages of the newspaper, 

and Addis Aclmas gave more emphasis fo r corrupt ion related stories by placing on the fro nt 

pages of the newspaper. From the overall finding of this research, it is poss ible to conclude that 

Reporter and Addis Admas seem somewhat responsible in fu lfill ing their duty as the watchdog 

of public interest by consistently repolting events of corrupt ion in the country even though they 

fa iled to add ress important corruption themes, such as clintism, nepotism and bribery. 
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Corruption is ha rd to defi ne even within a given cultural sphere. To do so over different cu ltura l 

spheres is even harder. But it is better to define based up on the soc iety's perception and cultural 

behavior of the people. All that we term as corruption in everyday life is a dev iance from that 

mode l behavior. Hence, in one sense the concept of corruption is inherently subj ective. Perhaps 

the most common example of corruption is bribes. Exchange of gifts and favo rs is a part of 

everyday li fe and has been so for a long t ime. Gi ving bribes is no different from thi s accepted 

behavior in but one aspect, which is that bribery, is viewed upon with loathing while gift g iving 

is soc iall y accepted (Dahl strom, 20 II , p.2). 

Rose-Ackerman ( 1999) indicates that corrupti on may have its roots in cu lture and hi story, but it 

is, nevertheless, an economic and po li tical setback. In add ition, various studies conclude that 

corruption is principally a symptom of institutional failure . It may invo lve cash or economic 

benefits, power or innuence, and occur in both government as well as the private sectors. 

Corruption has extensive effects wherever it occurs. It hinders econom ic development and good 

governance. Deep-rooted corruption has the capacity to ho ldback state reform. Furthermore, a 

rampant corruption undermines the legitimacy of govern ments and erodes just and predictable 

legal systems. Corruption in most developing countries is becoming a normal phenomenon 

exercised both in private as well governmental institutions. Its negative impact is reflected on the 

economic and po litical aspect of the soc iety. Corruption impedes the deve lopment of markets, 

drive away investment, increase the costs of doing business and undermine the rule of law. 

Although corruption is a universa l phenomenon and ex ists in all countri es, it is a more serious 

matter in less deve loped countries. Acco rding to surveys compli ed by Transparency Inte rnational 

on how rampant co rrupti on is, Denmark, New Zealand Finland are perceived to be the world ' s 

least corrupt countri es Somalia and Korea (NOIth) are perceived to be the most corrupt. In thi s 

Corruption Perception Index Ethiopia ranked 110 out of 174 nations (Transparency Internationa l, 

2014). This index of corruption te lls a lot on the seriousness of the matter in Ethiopia. Additiona l 



to other socia l, economical and environmental problems the country is through ; it is crystal clear 

that corruption also is making this country cost a lot. 

In order to minimize its effect on development, the Ethi opian government (EPRDF) organ ized 

the Federal Ethics and Anti corruption commission (FEAC) in 2001. As one of the objectives of 

the commission is working in cooperation with re levant bodies and is stri vi ng to create an aware 

society where corruption wi ll not be condoned or to lerated by promoting ethics and 

anti corruption education. 

The Federal Ethics and Anti corrupti on Commiss ion (FEACC) is des igning and implementing 

proj ects that co uld rai se public awareness on the national struggle against corrupti on. As 

mentioned on the profile of the FEACC (2 01 2), the commission has a vis ion of ensuring that 

corruption is no longer an impediment to enhancing deve lopment and good governance in the 

country by c reating a hi ghl y ethical society that result in combating corruption unwaveringly. 

And one of its objectives is striv ing to create an aware society where corruption will not be 

condoned or to lerated by promoting ethics and anti corruption educati on. 

In addition to organizi ng such insti tutions, the media can also be used as one of the principal 

too ls for fi ghting corrupti on. This fighting through media can be carried by investigating and 

reporting on co rrupt ion, and by prov id ing info rmation with which c iti zens can hold both public 

and priva te institut ions acco untable. The media can be used fo r advocating anti-corruption acts 

through ads and spots. The med ia can also contribute by promoting anti-corruption efforts of 

indi viduals, c ivil groups and organizati ons. 

Nowadays, there is an increasi ng consensus on the media 's potential to expose corruption and 

raise publ ic awareness. The ro le of a free and independent media is cri tica l in fi ghting corruption 

and promoting good governance. The med ia have to play a watchdog rol e and thus keep the 

government under constant surve illance (Dennis & Merrill 1996). According to Schultz (1998), 

the Fourth Estate asserts that the ro le of the med ia is to act as info rmation cond uit. 

The governmen t can get he lp from the med ia in the gove rnance of the society by act ing as a 

platform fo r ideas and op inions. Moreove r, the med ia can accompli sh such ki nds of tasks by 
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repOlting, analyz ing, and criticizing the actions of the powerful players on behalf of the publi c 

which lacks direct access to information. 

A vigilant press ensures that individual s and institutions that are supposed to serve the public 

remain transparent and are held accountable. The press culture, evident in many democracies 

today, contains a sense that ' it is the duty of the press to afflict the comfortable -those holding 

the public office- in order to comfort the afflicted -the public as a whole' (Stapenhurst 2000: 18). 

This cou ld be reali zed especially when news reports exposing wrongdo ing leads to forced 

resignation of pub lic office holders. [n turn, for such a role to be effective, investigative 

journalism is fundamenta l as it can shape public opin ion aga inst power abusers. This implies that 

the practice of the Eth iopian press with regard to such a role is worth investi gating. 
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1.2.Statement of the Problem 

Corruption exists since humankind evolved from the era of barbarity (Dahlstrom, 20 II , p.2) . It is 

rooted so deep ly that seems impossible to eliminate, especially these days international 

community increasingly concerned with corruption , has launched a wide range of anti-corruption 

activities. According to World Bank report ( 1998), corrupti on can take many forms, but the 

current concern is with corruption in the public sector or at the interface between public and 

private sectors. Investigat ing and sanctioning corrupt practice are critical, but enforcement and 

punishment w ill not achieve sustainable results unless accompanied by efforts to correct 

underlying causes. Fighting systemic corruption shou ld be addressed as part of a broad strategy 

for improving public sector performance. 

Moreover World Bank report indicates that the causes of corruption often li e in: policies, which 

give rise to favoriti sm, d istort ions, and perverse incentives; a regulatory regime, which imposes 

excessive burdens on the private sector; and an over-extended government, which cannot 

adequatel y reward its civ il service. Weak pub lic sector financial management, the mishandling of 

government procurement, inadeq uacies in publ ic sector accounting and auditing, and failure to 

hold public official s accountab le for misuse of public resources and deficiencies in the 

lega l/j ud icial system are al so factors. These factors lead to a breakdown in formal rules 

governing public and private sector behavior and informal rules take over, with bribery 

becoming the norm. Corruption flouri shes when public officials have monopoly power over a 

good or service and the di scretion to decide who will receive the good or serv ice and at what 

price, and when transparency and accountability are weak or absent. 

Ethiopia is one of the countries in sub-Saharan Africa that are hugely affected by corruption. 

According to Transparency International 's 2014 Corruption Perception Index, Ethiopia is ranked 

on the I 10th rank, out of the total 174 positions. As in many nations, corruption in Ethiopia 

emanates from the country's policies, bureaucratic traditions, po litical deve lopments and social 

hi story (Korajian 2003). Some of the major causes of corruption in the country include poor 

governance, lenient penalty system, extreme poverty and inequity, lack of accountability as we ll 

as transparency. In addition, low level of institutional control , centrality of authority and 

resources, low level of democratic culture and tradition are considered to be the other 

contributors of corruption in Eth iopia. 
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In Ethiopia especia lly these days the extent of corruption met its cl imax and is burning issue. To 

show the magnitude of corrupti on in the country, one can refer an action which was taken by 

Federal Eth ics and Anti-corruption Comm ission to thirteen individuals suspected involving in 

corruption including higher officials. (Reporter, 2014, p. l ) 

The media, in Ethiopia as in anywhere e lse, have the responsibility to inform the public and set 

the agenda about issues concerning the general popu lation. In Ethiop ia, little has been known 

about whether the media have adequately covered co rruption issues as there has not been 

deta il ed information concerning thorough research on the subj ect-matter. Nevertheless, 

researches conducted in Afri ca in general suggest that the mass media in many instances have 

resorted to sensati onalism than objecti vity. Most of the cases a ll eged are suspicions and 

fabrications wh ich the med ia do not even care to investigate (Africa Leadership Forum 1994). 

Though few researches were conducted on this a rea, most of the studies were restricted to 

government contro ll ed med ia, and still the researcher believes that there is a gap in reaching the 

fact that med ia houses pract ice in covering corruption part icu larly on private presses. Among 

these studies Getachew Weleye, who is a journali st, has conducted a research on the role of 

media in combating corruption was directl y related with this study. On th is study Getachew has 

tried to figure out the ro le ' s that med ia plays in fighting corrupt ion. But thi s study was not 

delimited very we ll , and the samples he had used are not pretty enough to genera lize . The main 

objective of his study was to assessed media's ro le on fighting corrupt ion, and finall y he 

concluded that though efforts has been made by media house, still he believe much more 

attention is needed on the area. 

The other study which was conducted by Tesfaye Shamebo entitl ed as: "Anti corruption efforts 

in Eth iop ia" stated the major facts about the on go-go ing anti-corruption campaign in Ethiopia, 

mainl y in federa l public offices & enterpri se. It di scusses the causes, manifestations & 

consequences of corruption & impropriety in relation to the Ethiopian context and the ex isting 

obj ective reality. It also illustrates the strateg ies & mechani sms being employed to curb 

corruption. Thi s study main ly focu sed on effOits made by Anti-corruption commission to curb 
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corruption, and suggests media could play its role in tack li ng the problem by creating awareness 

to the society and revealing the corrupt practices. 

Havi ng thi s in mind, stressing the importance of the media's struggle aga inst corruption, one 

should ask whether or not the Ethiopian private presses make an effort to uncover corruption 

cases in timely manner so that the pub lic can make an informed decision. This study, thus, tried 

to assess the pract ice of pri vate presses in covering corruption re lated issues in particular with 

Reporter bi-weekly and Addis Admas Amharic weekly news papers, for the period of September 

20 14 to July 20 15. 

1.3.0 bjectives of the Study 

1.3.1 Genera l Objective 

The general obj ective of the study is to evaluate the practi ces of Ethiopian private press tn 

covering co rruption related issues in particu lar with Addis Admas and Reporter . 

1.3.2 Speci fi c O bjectives 

~ To identify the types of corruption re lated stories featu red in the newspapers 

~ To examine the types of sources used in the corrupti on cove rage 

~ To fi gure out the way corruption stories are gathered and placed on the newspapers 

~ To fi nd out the do m inant corruption themes covered by Reporter and Addis Admas 

~ To uncover whethe r the focus of the corruption stories is on institutions or individua l 

leve l 

1.4.Research Questions 

~ What types of co rru ption related stories are featured in the newspapers? 

~ What types of sources do the newspapers use whil e covering corru ption issues? 

~ How are the corruptions stori es gathered and placed on the newspapers? 

~ What are the predominant forms of corruption themes that are covered by the 

newspapers? 

~ Do the newspapers target on corru ption stories of individua ls or insti tutions? 
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l .S.Significance of the Study 

This paper mai nly finds out the practi ces developed by the se lected private news papers on 

addressing corrupti on related issues. Hence the selected iss ue is very important to measure 

whether or not these private media establishments in the country, i.e . Reporter and Addis Admas 

are di scharging th eir responsibi lity of informing the public and acting as the watchdog of public 

interest. 

The study a lso can be s ignifi cant in prov iding pre liminary informat ion for stakeholders such as 

po licy makers, media outl ets, journali sts, anti-corruption institutions and those who have vested 

interest in stud ies re lated to the ro le of the private presses in fighting against corruption in 

Ethi opia. 

In addition, th is study al so can be used as a base fo r further investi gati ons to the researcher by 

prov iding some hints on the area. 

1.6.Scope of the Study 

The study is li mited to only two private newspapers, namely Reporter and Addis Admas, in 

reference with the ir practices in covering corruption issues. It invo lves descriptive anal ys is o f 

med ia contents; methods or styles of presentation. Flllther, it examines the trends of private 

presses whi ch a re employed by journ alists in covering corrupti on re lated iss ues. Both primary 

and secondary data are used for the study. The data are rev iewed for re levant theories, key 

concepts, thoughts, opinions and other facts bearing on the subject. The data are both qualitative 

and quantitati ve, based on content anal ys is. The study is supported by empirical examples and 

stati stics of studi es conducted in different soc ieties and at different times. 

1.7. Limitation of the Study 

This research primarily focuses on assess ing the content of corruption coverage by Reporter and 

Addis Admas newspaper. To achieve th is goal , a content ana lys is method was used. By its nature, 

thi s method has vari ous shortcomings. Content analys is cannot g ive us information as to <what 

dimensions (categori es) of content to analyze, or how to interpret the wider social significance or 

meaning> of the qu antitati ve aspect derived from the content analysis (Hansen et al 1998: 123). 

These types of aspects are inferred from the theoretical framework selected fo r the stud y. 
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The method also does not tell how the coverage influences the aud ience. Due to the limitation of 

time and resource, the study has not addressed additional newspapers from the private as we ll as 

from the government part. The spanning time has also its own effect on the result as it was 

remarkably known by crackdown of May 11. As a result, the findings of the thesis might not be 

generalized . 

Lack of local research findings and well-documented material in re lation to the topic of the study 

may be another limitation. 

Nevertheless, the finding of this study wi ll potentially have important implications for 

journalists, ed itors, press associations and media organizations with regard to corruption issues 

coverage. 

8 



CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This part attempts to present a brief review of re lated literature and theoretical framework of the 

stud y. Research find ings, theori es and the views of different scholars, which are pertinent to the 

study is explained in this chapter. 

2.1. Definition of Corruption 

Corruption, like obsceni ty, is more readi ly condem ned than defi ned or explained (Wi lliams 

1991 ). Like beauty, corru pti on could onl y ex ist in the 'eyes of the beholder. 'A ttempts to define 

or class ify it fo r diffe rent reasons have been based on vari ous perspectives and criteria (Langseth 

2002). Defini tions of co rruption, therefore, vary fro m country to country in accordance with 

cultural, legal or other factors and the nature of the problem as it is mani fested in each country. 

No single defi niti on encapsul ates corru ption. Stapenhurst and Kpundeh ( 1999) define corruption 

as ' the abuse of power, most often fo r personal gain or for the benefit of a group one owes 

allegiance.' Other types of malfeasances such as bribery, nepotism, extorti on, fraud and 

embezzlement are a lso included under thi s general defi nition. G irl ing (2007) suggests that 

co rruption, narrowly defined, denotes ill egal behavior. The broad defini tion of the term refers to 

what may be legal bU l is considered as ' illegit imate' by large sect ions of the pu bli c. In normative 

sense, corruption is the 'abuse' of pos itions of public 'trust' fo r private gai n. In the Ari stotelian 

terms, on the other hand, it is an act of derogation from the common good. 

For Rose-Ackerman ( 1999, p. I), corruption is ' the misuse of pu blic power fo r private ga in . 

Agency-princi pal relationships in the pub lic sector give ri se to corrupt opportuniti es .' This 

explanation, however, simply asserts that a clear di stincti on exists between one's public and 

pri vate ro les. The reali ty on the ground shows that in many soc ieties no such clear di stincti on 

prevai ls. In the pri vate sector, gift givi ng is a hi ghl y va lued cul ture and is pervasive as we ll as 

natural to offer jobs and/or contracts to one 's friends and relatives. 

No one sees any reason not to conduct such practi ces in the public real m. Thi s expla ins th at one 

person's bribe is considered as another person's gift. Scholars such as Ronning argue that 
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perceptions of what constitutes corrupt behav ior vary from society to society: It [corruption] 

ranges from what, in some places, is only regarded as trad itional gift giving to complicated 

schemes of transactions between publ ic officials and businessmen.C . . . ) Clearly, corruption, and 

what it is not, is deemed 0 be always fluctuatingC2009, p.158- 159). 

2.2. Costs of Corruption 

Corrupti on is one of the condemned however qu ite pervas ive acts within in the society. 

Nowadays, thi s deep rooted problem is creat ing a mu lt ilayered incalcu lable damage. Especially 

in devel oping countries like Ethiopia it is justifiab le to say that corruption is the basic and 

sometimes the so le cause for the emergence of massive poverty-stricken and marginali zed 

societies of which basic rights are denied. 

To thi s, Kofi Annan also described how corruption is a complex and entw ined problem that 

touches upon and spoils the basic institutions that makes up a state; " ". Corruption debases 

democracy, undermines rule of law, distorts markets, stifles economic growth and den ies many 

their rightfu l share of econom ic resources or life sav ing a id" . Kofi Annan , The former secretary 

general of United Nat ion as cited in Kameswari (2006, p.l) 

According to Belay (2009), in a paper prepared fo r African Local Government Action Forum, 

the costs of corrupti on can be categorized in main four folders . These are econom ical, soc ial, 

political and environmenta l. 

2.2.1. Economic Cost 

World Bank (200 I) has identifi ed corruption as "the si ngle greatest obstacle to economic and 

soc ial development. Recently, World Bank(2004) has estimated more than US $ I trillion is paid 

in bribes each year, and that co untri es tackle corruption, improve governance and rule of law 

could increase per capita incomes by 400 pe rcent. 

Corruption mainl y manifests itse lf in va riOus forms in deve lop ing countries where by the 

watchdogs role, transparency and accountab ili ty are not we ll developed. The condition wo ul d be 

worst when it is reflected on the poorest and defense less soc ieties. 
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This misa llocation of public resource wi ll adversely affect programs that are designed to 

overcome poverty. As Gabriel , et.al (200 I) states it "When money di sappears into the wrong 

pocket, the credibi lity of the authorities is undermined, an investment fal ls away or misd irected, 

development grind to a hal t and the poorest groups end up paying the price. "(Gabre il , et.al, 

2001 , p.4) 

Kameswari (2006, p.9) also mentioned "Corruption in deve loping countries also impairs 

economic development by transferring large sums of money precisely in the opposite direction to 

what is needed to address poverty." The reverse flow of capital leads in turn to political and 

economic instability, poor infrastructure, education, health and other services and general 

tendency to create or perpetuate low standa rds of li ving. 

2.2.2. Social Cost 

Corruption is not on ly an econom ic and polit ica l loss it also can be resulted by uneth ica l way of 

life. In a society where demanding and paying bribe is a norm, it wi ll be difficult to have a future 

generation free from corrupted acti v ity. Kameswari stated thi s aspect " Individuals who wish to 

conduct their affa irs honestly are demoralized and lose faith in the ru le of law. Corruption breeds 

dist ru st of public institutions, underm ines ethical principles by reward ing those willing and able 

to pay bribes and perpetuates inequality." (2006, p.1 0) 

2.2.3. Political Cost 

It is not uncommon to see corruption hampering democratization process and good governance 

in a country. Corrupt ion produces human rights violations and denies the people of their po litica l 

rights. As to Kameswari (2006) unfair access to even the basic needs wo uld end up denying 

basic rights " When ind iv id ua ls and famili es have to pay bribes to access food , housing, property, 

education, j obs and participate in the cu ltu ral life of a community, basic human ri ghts are clearly 

vio lated" (Kameswari 2006, p.9). 

Dell (2006) further strengthens; "Corruption violets human rights by denying equitab le access to 

public service such as health and education, placing obstacles in the way of earn ing a livelihood 

in public and private sector and by di storting deci sion making processes regard ing the allocation 

of resources" (Dell , 2006, p.6). 
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Thus it would be natural to anticipate that if the public is unfairly devoid of access to publi c 

services and basic political rights, it wou ld gradually develop mistrust on the government. This 

inurn would result in public unrest and lawlessness and civ il war. 

2.2.4. Environmental Cost 

Corrupti on is a lso one of the major causes of env ironmenta l damage. It fac ilitates abuse of the 

environment and misuse of natural resources . For in stance, we can take the case of Industries 

that are manufacturing products that poisons the environment either in the process of production 

or in the time of using the products. For the sake of the industries best income collection other 

env ironmental issues are suppressed. The responsible bodies that can enforce those industries not 

to manufacture or compensate the damage caused kept s ilent stand ing on the s ide of the rich, not 

on the side of the public. 

2.3. The Role oftbe Media in Combating Corruption 

Many people are dependent on the media not only to be informed about current events in their 

surrou ndings and the world , but a lso to rece ive information about less newsworthy issues such as 

hea lth and education. Stud ies have a lso indicated that the mass media serve as a major source of 

in format ion, metaphors, and values in a mass society, influencing customs, taste and morality in 

a wide range of areas inc lud ing politics, rel ig ion, family and sexual life, science and medicine 

(Clarke, 1992, cited in Valenta, 2002). 

In developing countries like Ethiopia, where corruption is rampantly spreading, ignorance poses 

the greatest danger. The media in such countries have an essenti a l function to ed ucate the public 

about key elements of the problem. They can disseminate facts about corruption to the public. 

They can also propagate practical information like how the to prevent such a deviation and how 

it affects the lives of others, what steps reduce the risk of spreading corruption and where to seek 

guidance and so on. The role that the med ia play in the halt against the corruption can be seen in 

two ways : the educative ro le and the advocacy role. It is, however, difficult to set a clear 

di stinction between the two. 
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2.3.1. The Educative Role of the Media 

There is general consensus that media have an important influence in educating the public about 

the seriousness of corruption and its effect in the society. Trevor Munroe says the clearest case of 

the use of media power for ill icit advantage thereby contaminating governance with corrupt 

re lations between the press, the po liticians and the police. That is the downside. But the upside is 

that it is the media itse lf that triggered what is the dismantling ofa med ia emp ire before our very 

eyes and that is laying the base for strengtheni ng governance in a certain country (20 II , p.2). 

Media can also playa pivotal ro le in demystifying some of the erroneous notions that the Public 

has about the corruption. In many African countries, fo r example, m isinform ation and 

misconception st il l ex ists on how the corruption is manifested and how it is prevented. The bas ic 

aspect of the ro le of media in combati ng co rruption is to expose and report the facts relating to 

corruption pa rticu larl y in hi gh places, in the private and in the public sector, without fear or favor 

(ib id, 20 I I, p.3) . 

Nati ons ta lking about corruption is still rema ined in a well deve loped countries, and deve loping 

countries li ke Africa is yet not given that attention. Since the media have the potential to reach 

various segments of the popu lation, they can rectify the state of affairs by dissem inating accu rate 

and sensible info rmation about the issue 0 corruption. They can also contribute to change the 

attitude of the pub lic by persistently referring to the broaden and prevent ion methods of 

corruption. Thus. the mass media can remove myths and misconceptions that blur Peoples ' 

perception of the deviation . 

2.3.2. T he Ad vocacy Role of the Media 

Apart from what has been mentioned, the media can play an advocacy role in relation to 

corruption. However, the advocacy ro le of the media is somewhat contentious. As Johannes 

(2006, p.8) states "contro ll ing and preventi ng corruption req uires an extensive coordinated effort 

of indiv iduals, groups, civil society, countries and the world at large, a huge resource and multi 

faced approach to suit the mul ti dimens ional aspect of corruption." 
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Johannes (2006, p.7) also indicated the possibility where corruption can breed and grow. It can 

began in personal and fami ly leve l and can be conducted by the youths and the elderly or the rich 

and poor and escalate the national and internationa l leve l. 

Therefore the respons ibility of combating corruption is not on ly a s ingle organization's or 

government's duty. The active participation of every individual in a society is essential for its 

erad icat ion supporting thi s Johannes (2006, p.26) also added that tackling corruption requires 

active pallicipation of media, religious institutions, business groups, trade unions, civic 

association, teachers, health workers, NGOs and voluntary groups. It req uires local initiatives 

and international cooperat ion between governments. 

However, the media are expected to be partaker in social and community deve lopment. A study 

conducted with South African journalists which is written by Stein (2002) and documented under 

the title " What is News: Perspectives on corruption in the South African Media", underscores 

th is po int. The study shows that most j ou rnali sts argue that the media as a who le should play an 

advocacy ro le vis- ii-v is corruption. They beli eve that the media have a moral responsibility to 

inform the public about corruption to be critical when appropriate and to advocate constructive 

approaches to dea li ng with the issue . 

Stein (2002) added, though it was argued that news reporting must remain as neutral as possib le 

for the most part the advocacy role of the media vis-a-vis corrupti on, was not seen to contradict 

the media 's responsibi li ty to remain neutral and objective. 

Scholars li ke Riyad i (2000, p. l ) a lso support the abovementioned vIew. According to him 

Advocacy journali sm on corruption is relevant. He suggests, 'To contribute effect ively combat 

on corrupti on, the media have to change their role into an advocacy role and promote the d ignity 

and rights o f people with corrupti on and other marg inal ized groups". 

However, Falobi and Bamigbetan (2000) be li eve that med ia are not doing well in relation to 

corruption advocacy . They argue that j ournali sts have tended to fear away from taking a 

proactive response to corruption advocacy for the reason that they must remain 'unaffected' and 

stand-aloof commentators on the issue. 
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Media can also play a pivotal role in cha! lenging government poli cies and provid ing a forum fo r 

discuss ion. Concern ing thi s, Panos' (2005) study state that the med ia can playa role in holding 

policy-makers to account and contrib ute to debate and change. Di fferent scholars on the area a lso 

argue that media can playa significant ro le in highlighting deficiencies in the response to 

corrupti on. 

Generall y, th e role that the medi a play in public awareness, di scussion, and debate, the fo llowing 

points are made by scholars: 

• The media can generate public and po li cy di scuss ion of corruption, which further encourages 

public awareness and leads to action by po litica l, financial, and other leaders. Accurate news 

coverage of co rru pti on can generate public and political support for fi ghting corruption . 

• The media can influence public opin io n and attitudes about corruption, including attitudes 

towards corrupti on. 

On the other hand , the media can play a negati ve role in portraying the issues 0 corruption. As 

vari ous scholars have argued, publi c uncl ers tandi ng of how corruption is prevented and avoided 

is still va ri ed in many parts of the world . This misunderstand ing and misconception of the public 

is large ly attri buted to the negati ve character of the media in the representation of the corruption. 

A lthough d ifferent secto rs of the mai nstream med ia - newspapers, magaz ines, radio and 

television - have been playing a major ro le in the fi ght against the corruption, "their role in 

determining ind ividuals' attitudes to corrupti on is quixoti c and often varied" (Netter and Brown, 

1992, c ited in Shepperson, 2000, p. I 0) . According to Stein (200 I) thi s may partly be due to the 

tendency of the medi a to tune out informati on not in line with people ' s ex isting be liefs. The 

suggestion is, in other words, that although the regul ar med ia play a pivotal ro le in mitigating the 

spread of corru ption, th ey a lone do not provide the necessary and suffic ient means to change 

behav ior. 

In communicat ions the media are similarl y placed. The justi ficat ion for their freedoms, their 

wide rang in g ro les in society, politics and culture, and thei r place in regulatory orders depends 

ulti matel y on the publ ic interests presumed to be served thereby". In short, the power of the 
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media, like that of government, has to be used in a legitimate way, wh ich is not far removed 

from th e notion of responsibility. 

Simi larly some other scholars argue a certain transcendent quality attaches to the notion of public 

interest. It is different from and, in policy terms, superior to particu lar interests. This entai ls a 

longer-term, in which the claims of successor generations and the future of society are included 

as well as people's immediate needs. And also notions of public interest must work in an 

imperfect perspective and impu re world. This means inevitab le tension, compromise and 

im prov isation accord ing to circumstances. 

2.3.3. Watchdog role of the Media 

The notion of the press as watchdog is more than 200 years old . Yet the idea of vigi lant med ia 

monitoring government and exposing its excesses has ga ined new traction in many parts of the 

wo rld. Globali zation, the fa ll of authori tarian and soc ia list regimes, and the deregulation of the 

media worldwide have fue lled a renewed interest in -as well as a surge in effOits by various 

groups to support- "watch dogging" by the media. (Sheil a Corone, 2009, p.III). 

Since the late 17th Century, classical liberal theorists had argued that pub li city and openness 

provide the best protection from the excesses of power. The idea of the press as Fourth Estate, as 

an institution that ex ists primarily as a check on those in public office, was based on the premise 

that powerfu l states had to be prevented from overstepping their bounds. The press working 

independentl y of government, even as its freedoms were guaranteed by the state, was supposed 

to help ensure that this was so (ibid, 2009, p. III ). 

The watchdog ro le of the press has become centra l to contemporary understanding of the Fourth 

Estate by j ournalists and ed itors. The ro le may seem li ke an ' un leashed mastiff to many outside 

the media industry. However, it is a key aspect of exemplary profess ional quali ty in journali sm 

and is considered as unriva led opportunity for public service by those working in media houses. 

The med ia, especia ll y those invo lved in public affai rs, are said to playa watchdog role and thus 

keep the gove rnment as we ll as the pri vate sector under constant survei llance. One of the primary 

purposes of a free press in a democratic system is keeping the public informed about 
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government's dail y activities . However, since the media often plunge into a resistant government 

that is not eager to disclose a ll information , inherent conflict results (Dennis & Merrill 1996). 

Thomas Carlyle first coined the term 'Folll1h Estate ' in 1981 to refer to reporters in the British 

House of Commons (McQuail 2003) . It has often been used to characterize the position of the 

press in the process of government as a source of power para ll el with that of other branches, 

especia ll y the jud ic ia ry and upper and lower houses of the leg islative (parliament). In the 

nineti eth century, the British press adopted the expression and idea of the role seriously as the 

influence became apparent. 

The Fourth Estate idea l is based on the premise that powerful states, ind ividuals as well as 

institutions have to be prevented fl'Om overstepping their I imit. The press can act as a conduit for 

information , ideas and op inions to assist in good governance of society. It can also report, 

ana lyze and c riticize the actions on behalf of the publi c, which usua lly lacks access to direct 

information or power. 

The Fourth Estate label has moved a lo ng way starting fl'Om its inception. From a critica l 

perspective, the se lf-ass igned Fourth Estate model over priv ileges the powerful, estab lished 

media as compared with ord inary c itizens, especia lly where they are more concentrated and 

harnessed symbiotic sol idarity with po li tica l power. It is also arguable that where the assertion is 

made and taken seriously, it embodies certain respons ibilities, including an unwritten ob ligation 

to offer a dependab le channel of communicati on fl'Om govern ment to c itizens and vice versa (Mc 

Quai l 2003). 

Accord ing to some scholars. there sho ul d be a dist inction between the presses as watchdog 

scrutini zi ng the activ it ies of the powerfu l, adversari al, and opposition ist press fue led by partisan 

ambition. The presence of an oppositionist press has been a cruc ial element in a ll po litical 

movements. When the press oversights the conduct of the government and attacks government 

secrecy and alleged corrupti on, th is fosters an adversaria l re lati onship between the government 

and the press: 
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The government can exercise its adversarial role by withholding injormation the media 
want. Some critics say this antagonistic relationship has a 'checking value, ' where in 
the press checks on government and makes certain that it is peljorming properly 
(Denn is & Merrill 1996, p. 19). 

Several medi a scholars agree that the ninetieth-century press has ceased to be sim ply an echo of 

political institutions. The news media, journali sts and ed itors have invo lved in a process of 

debate with the judiciary, executive and parliament to strengthen its role and responsibili ty. The 

essential elements for the press to be recognized as the Fourth Estate include 'autonomy from 

gove rnment and po liticians; hav ing the duty to speak the truth ; and having primary obligation to 

the public and to readers' (McQuail 2003, p.52). 

There is little or no do ubt that the insti tut ional establi shment of democracy provides the most 

fr iendl y atmosphere for watchdog journa li sm to fl ourish. A rev ived Fourth Estate must be 

independent, accountable and responsive to the audience. The press has to be ethical in its 

dealing with sou rces and honorable in its intentions. The surviva l and continuati on of the idea l 

highl y depend on the profess iona li sm of journali sm and the extent to which responsibi lity is 

passed from the news med ia as an institution to journal ists, editors as well as producers. 

She il a Coronel simi larly argued that watchdog reporti ng covers nn array of malfeasance: from 

sex and pe rsonal scandals to financial wrongdoing, po li tical corru ption , enrichment in public 

office, and other types of wrongdo ing. They can also be class ified according to who initiates the 

expose: sometimes these are the res ul ts of leaks fro m interested parties such as government 

investigators, rival businesses or po li ticians, or oppos ition po litical parties; others are triggered 

by whi stl eb lowers ins ide an organi zati on. Some are investigated first by advocacy groups and 

campaigners, before being taken up by mai nstream news organizati ons (2009, p. 11 3). 

Coronel , in add ition, pointed out Watchdog journali sm is exposure j ournali sm. The eth ical 

standards of the journalist or the quality of the repOlting may be high or low. What di stingui shes 

watch dogging is the expos ure of wrongdo ing in the public interest. Whatever motivates the 

j ourna li st or the news organ ization that publi shes a muckraki ng report is not the issue; what 

matters is that the reporting warns citizens about those that are do ing them harm and empowers 

them with th e info rmat ion they need to ' know. Watch dogging can be both episod ic-as in 
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one-ofT exposes that may or may not have ' impact- -or sustai ned, especia lly where a community 

of journalists devotes its energies to exposing malfeasance and produces a continuous stream of 

reports on wrongdoing.( ibid,2009, p. 11 3 ). 

In order to ass ure that whether watchdog journalism is important or not, Coronel Shei la strongly 

believes that it is undeniable fact having watchdog kind 0 journalism to create a strong 

governmental administration and eradicating problems related with social, economy, and 

politics . 

'A walchdag press ensures Ihal individuals and inslilulians wha are supposed la serve 

Ihe public remain tran;parenl and are held accountable. A vigilanl press is therefore key 

to good governance. That, at leasl, is Ihe liberal democratic orthodoxy. This orlhodoxy is 

not unchallenged, however. To nonbelievers, Ihe walchdog role should be subordinale 10 

other, in Iheir view more constructive, goals ' (ibid , 2009, p.114). 

Finally Corone l suggested about rai s ing professional and ethica l standards: This means 

improv ing the level of skill s in various areas of j ournali sm, not to mention improv ing working 

cond itions and rais ing compensation to respectable levels. These help raise the soc ial status of 

watchdog journalists and a lso make them less prone to corrupti on. It is important to build a 

community of journalists bound by a watchdog ethos and committed to democratic principles. 

Journalists' unions and journali sts' associations can play a role in these. So can donors that fund 

media development. But donors should also appreciate the limits of what j ournalists can do the 

contingent nature of news, and the demands of the market. 

In addition he recommended some points to be included as a reform : 

• Training journalists in investigative reporting skills and ethical standards and funding for 

such efforts; 

• Teaching investigative reporting in journalism schoo ls and including references to the 

watchdog role of the press in ge nera l-ed ucation curricula; 

• Instituting awards and other form s of recognition for excellence in watchdog reporting; 

• Support ing and prov id ing more funds for investigative journalism courses, whether in 

universities or e lsewhere; 
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• Enacting journalistic codes of ethics and instituting mechanisms to ensure these codes are 

followed ; governments should not legislate media ethics, which should be the domain of 

the med ia themse lves; 

• Making media organi zations more transparent about their ownership, their editorial 

decision making process and the pressures and restraints on reporting; 

• Enco urag ing and supporting free and independent journalist unions and associations that 

promote press freedom, ethi cal journa li sm and watchdog reporting; and 

• Providing better pay and job cond itions for watchdog journalists.( Coronel ,2009, p. 132) 

By playing its watchdog role, the media help bring about reforms and in the long term, ass ist in 

creating a culture of civ ic di scourse, transparency, and government accountability. While there 

are genuine limits to the media 's effectiveness and power, the media 's capac ity to promote good 

governance is enh anced if the rights of the press are guaranteed, information is made ava il ab le to 

the media and the pub li c, journali sts are protected, and news organ izations enjoy editorial 

independence and abide by hi gh ethical and professional standards. In addition, the press is most 

effective and less prone to capture by vested interests if there is a plurality of media entities 

representing d ive rse views and ownership patters operating in a competitive market as well as 

broad public access to th e media. 

2.3.4. Investigative Journalism 

Investigative journali sm is finding, reporting and presenting news which other people try to hide. 

It is very similar to standard news repolt ing, except that the peop le at the centre of the sto ry will 

usually not help yo u and may even try to stop you doing your j ob. The j ob of journalists is to let 

people know what is go ing on in the community, the soc iety and the world around them. 

Journali sts do thi s by finding facts and tell ing them to their readers or listeners. 

Investigative reporting is an exciting part of j ournali sm that has witnessed growth and enhanced 

prestige during the end of the twenti eth-century. Media anal ysts claim that investigative 

report ing is perhaps the most celebrated fo rm of watchdog j ournalism. As a result, the 

presti gious Pulitzer prizes are usuall y awa rded to prominent investigative stories across the 

globe. 
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Gaines ( 1994) argues that investigati ve reporting knows no geographical limitations and no 

subject have ever been considered off-l imits to an investigative reporter. The targets of exposure 

journali sm range from sim ple news-oriented inqu iries to undercover operati ons that piece 

together a j igsaw puzz le of events, ending up in a final expose', Furthermore, investigative 

reporting might invo lve a wide area of malfeasance including sex scandal, financial wrongdoing, 

smuggli ng, and enrichment in public office, corporate scandals and other types of wrongdo ing. 

In much of their work, the facts are easy to find in such places as the courts and parliaments, 

disasters, pu blic meetings, chu rches and sporting events . Peop le are usually happy to provi de 

j ournalists with news. I ndeed~ in many countries, thousands of people work full time in publ ic 

relations, g iving statements, commen ts, press releases and other fo rms of information to 

j ournali sts . Houston et al (2002) suggested that journali sts should take three steps in investigative 

report. First, j ournali sts shou ld try hard to find the information from on-the-record hu man 

sources and from doc uments. Second, they shoul d try their best to persuade the ori ginal off- the­

record source to go public. Finall y, when nothing else works, they shou ld explain why the sou rce 

has requested and been granted anonym ity. 

Throughout the worl d, though, there are sti ll a lot of things happening which people want to keep 

secret. In most cases these are private th ings which have no impact on othcr people - such as 

relations within a fami ly or a bad report from schoo l. These personal thi ngs can remain secret. In 

many other cases, govern ments, companies, organ izat ions and individuals try to hide decisions 

or events which affect other people. When a journa list tries to report on matters which somebody 

wants to keep secret, thi s is in vesti gative journali sm. 

There are severa l reasons why soc ieti es need investigative j ournali sm. They include: 

• People have a right to know about the society in which they live. They have a right to 

know about dec isions which may affect them, even if people in power want to keep them 

secret. 

• Peop le in power - whether in government, the world of commerce, or any other group in 

society - can abuse that power. They can be co rrupt, stea l money, break laws and do all 

sorts of things wh ich harm other peop le. They might j ust be incompetent and unable to do 
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their job properl y. They w ill usually try to keep this knowledge secret. Journalists try to 

expose such abuse. 

• Journalists also have .a duty to watch how we ll people in power perform their jobs, 

especia lly those who have been elected to public office. Journali sts shoul d constantly ask 

whether such people are keep ing the ir election promises. Po liticians and others who are 

not keep ing their promises may try to hide the fact; journalists should try to expose it. 

Of course, journalists are not the only people in soc iety who shou ld expose incompetence, 

corruption, lies and broken promises. We a lso have parl iaments, council s, courts, commiss ions, 

the poli ce and other authorities. The po lice often take people to court for breaking laws . But 

sometimes they do not have the time, staff o r skill s to catch and correct every case of abuse. 

Also, they cannot do anythin g against people who behave badly without actually breaking any 

laws . So journali sts have a ro le as we ll . The difference is that when journalists expose 

wrongdo ing, they cannot punish people. Journalists can only bring wrongdoing into the light of 

publ ic attention and hope that society wi ll do the rest, to punish wrongdoers or to change a 

system which is at fault. 

In genera l, j ourna li sts are seen as act ive pa rtic ipants III the struggle aga inst corruption. It is 

important to consider investigative reporting w ithin the framewo rk of the movement to 

democratize continents such as Africa. To thi s end, both print and e lectronic media need to be 

independent. There shou ld also be media d iversity and the government must furni sh an enabling 

setting in which the independent med ia can thri ve. Furtherm ore, journali sts need continuous 

trai nings regarding investi gative tech ni ques, professiona l standards as we ll as newsroom 

organi zation. 

2.4. Social Responsibility T heory 

In the mid 20th century most of the deve loping countries and th ird world nations have used this 

soc ia l responsibility theory o f press whi ch is associated with "the Commi ss ion of the Freedom of 

Press" in Un ited States at 1949. In the book " Four theories of Press" (Siebert, Peterson and 

Schramm) it' s been sta ted that "pure libertari an ism is antiquated, out dated and obsolete." That 

paved way for rep lacement of Libertarian theo ry with the Social responsibility theory. 
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Social responsibility theory allows free press without any censorship but at the same time the 

content of the press should be discussed in publi c panel and media should accept any obligati on 

from public interference or professional se lf regulations or both. The theory lies between both 

authoritarian theory and libertarian theory because it gives total media freedom in one hand but 

the external control s in other hand. Here, the press ownership is private. The socia l 

responsibility theory moves beyond the simple "Objective" reporting (facts reporting) to 

" Interpretative" reporting (investigative reporting). The total news is complete facts and truthful 

but the commiss ion of the freedom press stated that "No longer giving fact s truthfully rather than 

g ive a necessary ana lyzed or interpretative report on facts with clear exp lanations" . 

The theory helped in creating profess ionali sm in media by sett ing up a high level of accuracy, 

truth, and inform ation. The comm ission of press council also included some tasks based on 

social responsibility of media, wh ich are as fo ll ows: 

I. Formulate the code of conduct for the press. 

2. Improve the standards of journalism. 

3. Safeguard ing the interests of journalism andjournalist. 

4. Criticize and make some pena lty fo r violating the code of conduct. 

The Theory allows: 

I. Everyone to say something or express their op inion about the media. 

2. Community opinion, Consumer action and professional eth ics . 

3. Serious in vasion of recognized private rights and vital social interests. 

4. Private ownership in media may give better public service unless government has to take 

over to assure the pub li c to provide better media service. 

S. Media must take care of soc ial responsibi lity and if they do not, government or other 

organization will do. 

Moreover, different scholars of the area agreed up on that social responsible theory is an 

extension of the libertar ian philosophy in that the media recognize their responsibility to resolve 

confl ict through discussion and to promote public opinion, consumer action, private rights, and 

important social interests. Thi s theory has its major prem ise that freedom carries concomitant 

obl igat ions. The press has an obligation to be res ponsible to the pUblic. If it is not so, then some 
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agency of the public should enforce it. Public opinion and consumer action can guarantee that the 

press behaves. This theory led to the establishment of Press Councils, drawing up of Codes of 

Ethics and anti-monopoly laws in many countries. One of the foremost communication scho lars 

Deni s McQuail summarized the bas ic principles of Social Responsibi li ty Theory as the 

following: 

• Media should accept and fulfill certain ob ligations to society. 

• These obligations are mainl y to be met by setting high or professional standards of in its 

formativeness , truth, accuracy, objectivity and balance. 

• In accepting and app lying these obligations, media should be self-regu lating within the 

framework of law and estab li shed institutions. 

• The media should avoid offensive content triggering crime, vio lence, or civil disorder or harm 

to minority groups. 

• The media as a whole should be plurali st and reflect the diversity of their society, g iv ing access 

to vari ous poi nts of view and rights of reply, 

• Society. and the publ ic have a right to expect high standards of performance, and intervention 

can be justified to secure the, or a, public good, 

• Journalists and med ia professionals should be accountable to society as well as to employers 

and the market (As cited by B.K. Ravi , 2012, p.307). 

In fact, one of the added cannons of Journalistic functioning after the famous report by the 

Comm ission on Freedom of the Press headed by Robert Hutchins in 1947. The immediate 

conflicting point however is that ' who is the journalist responsible to?' Is it the media-house 

owners, editors o r people? Man is subject to manipulation at the hands of media owners. Due to 

the emergence of big businesses in the fieid of media, there is a threat of monopoly which may 

lead to control on in fo rmation . Jou rn alists are obl igated to the same society that gives them 

freedom of express ion- provides the laws that bring about a free press . They function as the 

trustees of the publ ic- promote public in terest (ib id , 20 12, p.308). 

Regarding the issue, Deepak Nayyar says, 

'There is more elitism, personism and negativism than ever before' [ .... in the med ia 

Contents throughout the world] ... 'the Font page of a newspaper degrades itself, its 

Journalists, its readers and all those concerned, when il represents rape and murder as 
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the major constituents of world society. And this is sometimes called the personal 

touch!'(2007, p. 127) 

Therefore in deve lop ing countries the media repOlt or cover mostly politics and government 

activi ties. Their survei ll ance of the politi cal and socioeconomic envi ronment is quite useful to 

the bus iness and industrial sectors. Their interest is restructuring the society in accordance with 

the goa l set Ollt in the Constituti on is purely incidental. Priorities change accord ing to the agenda 

set elsewhere by globa l fina ncial institutions. 

The private initiative, the American Comm iss ion on Freedom of the Press, was a imed at 

inquiring the fa ilings of the press and suggesting poss ible remedies. As McQuail (2003) 

explains, the move was the first attempt to establi sh a bas is of considered criticism and 

prescription concerning the social role of the news media. In addition, assess ing the impact of the 

gove rnment, readers and owners on the press were the major areas the Commission focused. The 

key outcome of the inqu iry later on referred to as the soc ial responsibili ty theory. 

The Commiss ion on Freedom of the Press in its various books fo ll owing the Second World War 

did a tremendous task toward making soc i31 responsibility ' a new, integrated theory instead of a 

mere appendage to the tradit ional one' (Siebert et al 1963 , p.75). Part icu larly the most crucial 

books were A Free and Responsible Press by the Commiss ion as a whole and Freedom of the 

Press: A Framework of Principle by Wi II iam E. Hocking, a member of the Commission. 

The social respo nsibi lity theory, wh ich is an Ang lo-American concept, is c losely related to the 

libertarian press system. However, its proponents see it as go ing beyond the free press theory, in 

that ' it places many mora l and ethica l restri ctions on the press' (Merrill 1970, p.16). Siebert et a l 

( 1963, p. 74) po ints out the major prem ise of the theory as: 'Freedom carries concomitant 

obl igati ons; and the press, which enjoys a privi leged position under our government, is obli ged 

to be responsib le to society fo r carrying out certain essent ial functions of mass communication in 

contemporary society.' 

Although th e theory genera ll y accepts the six functions of the press, it is di ssatisfied with how 

those fu ncti ons are in terpreted and carried Ollt by some med ia owners and operators . The theory 

implies recognition by the med ia that they must perform a public service to warrant their 
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ex istence (Merri ll 1970). The th eory puts strong faith in the conscience of every reporter. 'It 

expects him in fo ll owing it to do his duty, not only to himself but to soc iety as well ' (Peterson, 

1996, pA6). 

Accord ing to the social responsibility theory, freedom of expression is a moral right with an 

aspect of duty. Th is c laim is grounded on the duty of the individual to hi s thought or to his 

conscience. Under thi s theory, freedom of expression is not an absolute right. This is because 

one ' s right to free expression should be balanced with others private rights and crucial social 

interests. For instance, if a person uses freedom of expression to inflame hatred , to li e, or to 

deli berate ly contaminate truth, then the person has no c lai m to right. This implies the fact that 

moral right comes with a concomitant moral duty. However, thi s ri ght does carry with it the right 

to commi t error, not de li berate ly or irresponsibly. 

The theory holds that there are at least two reasons for to lerating honest error. Firstly, the soc ial 

responsibility theo ry (S iebert et al 1963 , p.98) assumes that the quest for truth and the spread of 

truth require considerable freedom. ' Liberty is experimental, and experiment implies trial and 

error.' Secondly. each ind iv idual has the ri ght to ensure that he has found truth through his own 

' free discovery instead of having it imposed up on him by some authority.' 

The Commiss ion on Freedom of the Press identifi es the government, the public and the press as 

the three prominent sources that are vital for improving the performance of the press. The 

Comm ission argues that the gove rnm ent should recognize the fact that the press must be 

confined to the private ownership status. Merrill (1970) be lieves that the supervis ion of the press 

does not 'necessaril y impl y government control. The soc ial responsibility theory ho lds that the 

gove rnment shou ld not simply allow freedom (Siebert et al 1963); it must a lso actively promote 

it. When the stakes are high , the government has to take cautious measures in order to intervene 

in press supervision and control. In the case Trevor Munroe argued that ' the media has played a 

critical role, indeed the extent to which th e media is free to play this role is one indicator of good 

governance.' (20 I I, p. I) 

Governments across the globe can encourage the comm unicati ons ind ustry rather than becoming 

compet itors of private ly owned medi a outl ets. For example, it can set up new ventures in the 
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arena to support the pri vate sector, not to el iminate it. Furthermore, the government can adopt 

new legal remedies to put an end agai nst abusive press laws. 

McQuai l argues that the di ffe rent theories concerning soc ial obligations of mass media turn on 

two assumptions. The fi rst assumption asserts that the media have a number of roles that are 

essential for society. In pa rticu lar, thi s is fo.lIldame ntal in relation to democracy, socia l order and 

social change. The second assumption ho lds that ' the media are (and should be) free to choose 

their own ro le, express their own views of others, w ithout externa l pressure or subsequent 

penalty' (2003 , p. 119). 

The soc ial respons ibility theory has been ca ll ed 'unrea li st ic. 'The theory, wh ich was developed 

by the Commiss ion on Freedom of the Press, was not we ll received by the American press at the 

time, partly because it feared losing some of its priv ileges, already under threat (Blanchard 1977 

cited in McQuai l 2003). The main parts of the Commission's report seemed to have antagon ized 

many Ameri can ed itors (Merrill 1970) especially the intimidation over the possible involvement 

of the government in the press system. Pub li shers were not a lso in consensus with all of the 

logical extensions of the Comm ission 's idea (Peterson 1996). 

Despite these criticisms, however, the Comm ission forms an important mi lestone in forming the 

ideas and principles of the socia l responsi bil ity theory. The report became an essential point of 

reference in the growing trend towards the professionalism and se lf regulation of the press. Its 

recommendations in large measure accommodate themselves with the emerging worldview and 

thought patterns. The findings were critica l of the press for its frequent fa ilings and for being so 

lim ited in its service mostly confined to the priv ileged circle of elites (McQ uail 2000). 

Genera ll y, it should be reca ll ed that in those countries that are praised neither for hav ing a 

respons ible press, the goal has not been attained instantly nor by a magic formula. Sometimes it 

took a century or two to achieve the desi red stab il ity, freedom as well as responsibility. Mostly 

the process involved pa instak ing compromises. 
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2.5 The State of Corruption in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia is one of the countries in Africa that are highl y affected by corruption. According to the 

2014 Transparency International' s Corruption Perception Index, the country is ranked as 110th, 

out of the total 174 positions. Like many other nations, corruption in Ethiopia emanates from the 

country's policies, bureaucratic traditions, political developments and social history which 

negatively affect the lives of the general public (Korajian, 2003). 

The survey conducted by AAU's Institute of Educational Research(IER) shows that the major 

corruption crim es often observed in Ethiopia include "abuse of power, bribery and extortion, 

fraud and embezz lement, nepotism, illegal reduction of taxes and failure to discharge duties" 

(lER 200 I, p. 14). The common breach observed fell in the area of embezzlement of public 

money and propel1y. The areas where corruption is believed to be rampant are those where 

financial resources are transferred from the private to the public sector and vice versa (Tesfaye, 

2007). 

Corruption is also widespread in telephone and electric serv ices, granting of loans, licensing and 

issuance of perm its as well as co ll ection of taxes. A similar problem arises in other agencies 

whi ch are identified as being infested with corrupt practices are those engaged with the 

a ll ocation of land and government housing. Transparency Internat ional's report c laims that with 

an increasing value of land in Addis Ababa, incentives for corruption are in creasing as it is 

awarded to indi viduals on the basis of bribes or forged bank statements (TI 2014). 

Currently, corrupt ion is believed to be one of the major factors that significantly contribute to the 

reduction of govern ment revenue . It can also negatively affect the on-going poverty reduction 

program at the national leve l. In this regard, to show the magnitude, a certain individual may 

refer that the May I I crackdown on corruption in Ethiopia, wh ich is the biggest in the last 10 

years. Authorities arrested more than 50 high profile people including government officials, 

businessmen, and mini sters . (Reporter, 20 I I, p.l) 

Melaku Fanta, the director general of revenue and custom authority, wh ich is equi valent rank of 

a minister, and his deputy, Gebrewahid Woldego irgis, and other official s were apprehended on 

suspicious of tax evasion. But the arrests have raised questions about the endemic corruption at 
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the heart of the country ' s po liti ca l e li te . Therefore, some argued that these arrests hi ghlighted 

how corruption has insinuated itself into the higher level of officia ldom. (Addis Admas, 20 II 

p. l) 

Hence the country is facing co rruption problem ever than before. Although, in order to reduce 

such catastrophe, Ethiopian Government establish Anti-Corruption Commiss ion (FEACC), and 

has prosecuted some high-profile cases of government offici a ls, there are still concerns that the 

comm ission is not fully independent (Transparency Ethiopia, 2014). 

2.6 Private Press in Ethiopia: An Overview 

Ethiopia enjoys three th ousand years of independence. However, hardl y at any period in history 

were Ethiopians free to express their opin ions at any leve l. Freedom of expression was not a 

reality. Both the Haile Selass ie and Oergue regimes had included freedom of expression in their 

legis lation, but exercising thi s fundamental right was practically non-existent. The media sim ply 

se rved as propaganda mouth pieces of the autocracy. 

In this respect, (Costentinos et ai, 1993), argued that in the earl y days of the Dergue, public 

media entel1a ined a certain amount of freedom of express ion. These were in the form of a 

dia logue between vari ous opposing forces that surfaced at the t ime. They used the public media 

to argue vigoro usly on a num ber of national issues such as democracy, the land holding system 

and forms of government. Unfortun ately that exercise did not last long. 

Consequent to the fall of th e Dergue's rul e and the take-over of power by the Ethiopian 

Transitional Government (later: Ethiopian People' s Revolutionary Democrati c Front, EPROF) 

the June 1991 conference brought together different politica l organizations and liberati on 

movements that adopted the legal framewo rk by endorsing the Nat ional Charter - initially for the 

transition period of two and a half years. 

The Press Freedom Bi ll was proclaimed in October 1992 and guaranteed the ri ght to private 

ownership of the press and declared the abo li shment of censorship. The bill also guaranteed 

access to governm ent informat ion. But later, it was severely accused by many for that the 

Ethiop ian governm ent has used vari ous forms of reactions to curb the oppos ition press . One is 
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poor access to government information. Another is delays and sometimes denial of legal 

registration . The most vocal is, however, imprisonment of journalists and media owners, wh ich 

has caused heavy media attention and reactions from internationa l press freedom organizations. 

(Skj erdal , 2009). 

Fo llowing the event that the Counc il of Representatives approves a new Press Law aimed at 

end ing years of censorship in Ethi opia; the first of its kind in press hi story. Consequentl y, 

privately owned and independent magaz ines and weekly newspapers have mushroomed. This 

deci sive proc lamation for pri vate publications resulted in a proliferation of newspapers and 

magazines. According to the Ministry of Information 385 publications, compri sing 265 

newspapers and 120 magaz ines were registered between October 1992 and July 1997. 

Most of the news and articles, mainl y reported in the private press, are sensitive political issues 

that government papers or media dare not touch . They are information often acquired from 

opposition sources both at home and abroad with I itt le news va lue. These seem to be the 

preference of the sensation seeking pub I ic. They deal with iss ues that frustrate the publ ic and are 

most common top ics of the public but do not appear in government media. 

As a result, (Costentinos, et ai, 1993) seems to believe that the general public tends to prefer to 

read the private press because the sensati ona l topics that appear in the private press are total 

taboo for the government media. Government paper would hardly publish investigative atiicles 

leading to the exposure of the misappropriation of funds or fraud by an incumbent official or the 

high handed way in the a llocation of new villas to all ministers and vice ministers or the alleged 

provision of duty free priv il eges to members of the council of representatives. Such news items 

are extremely consumable. 

The pri vate press had become a public eye, at times seeing through co lored g lasses. Its 

popularity is ever increasing not because of the high standard of journalism they di splay, but 

because the gove rnment press has failed to offer a better alternative. 

Though th e Ethiopian government guaranteed the deci sive press freedom elements in its 

constitution( 1995) Atiicle 29 ( I, 2, and 3 ( I & 2) which is direct copy of artic le 19 of the 
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Universal Declaration of Human Ri ght (UD HR), the existence of press freedom gets boomed 

during election 2005. (Ameyu Etana, 2014). 

The bright momentum for the private press began in 1993, but faces twists and turns. It is 

reported that the free press has faced diverse problems at different times. But the 2005 post 

e lection violence marked as a turnin g po int in the Ethi opian media landscape. The government 

accused the private press for unbalanced report and for the post election vio lence that occurred 

d uring that time. Subsequently, it began a full-scale crack down on members of the private press. 

(Ross, 2005 as cited by Ameyu, 20 14). 

Expli ci tl y, though, the Ethiopian governme nt granted the abolition of censorship for the first 

time in country' s hi story. the censorshi p and controlling the media ' product was done indirectl y. 

According to (Meseret 20 13, p. 237) the government closed down the censorship office which 

was operat ing under the min istry of information for decades . However, in practice, the 

government ass igned loya l cadres in each government media organization so that they may 

censor the news and other information befo re being publ ished or broadcast (ibid). 

According to committee to protect j ournali sts (CPJ , June 2014) , from June 1,2009 to May 3 1, 

2014,404 j ournali sts forced into ex il e g loba ll y. Th is is due to threat of imprisonment, threat of 

v iolence, and harassment .Out o f those 4 1 journal ists almost 10 percent, are from Ethiopia, little 

from Somalia whi ch makes the nation the grave yard for journalists. The number ari ses great if 

we see it w ithin decade. Within ten years 79 Ethiopian reporters have fled into ex ile, the most of 

any country in the world , according to CPJ data. A number of these have worked as stringers for 

internationa l news agencies (Economist, September 27,20 II ). 

In add ition, 20 13 pl"lson census of CPJ shows 2 11 journalists jailed worldwide which is the 

second worst year on record. Out of the lists 7 are from Ethiopia. As Economist put it Ethiop ia is 

the second lead ing ja il or of journa li sts in Africa. In this respect (Ameyu, 20 14,) argues even in 

recent year pri son census for Ethiopia increased than before as 9 bloggers and journali sts are still 

in priso n. As Reporters w ithout Borders disclosed press freedom index of20 14 Ethiopia lies on 

143rd out of 180 countri es whi ch is still 6 ra nks behind the prev ious year. As a result of th is, lots 

of private newspapers get close the ir off"ice and ex il e out o f the country. Little or finger counted 
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private newspapers sti ll are be ing circulated and seen on the street of Addis Ababa. Among these 

survivor, Addis Adm(lss and Reporter are still funct ional, which are the main foc us of this study. 

2.6.1 Brief Profile of Reporter Newspaper 

Reporter is one of privately-owned newspapers 111 Ethiopia which have stayed in the often 

volatile media landscape about 20 years. It is publi shed by Media and Communications Center in 

both Amharic and English languages by Berhanena Se lam Printing Press. The Amharic version 

is a bi-weekly (Wednesday and Sunday) newspaper with a copy sale per issue 22,000 per a week. 

It could sometimes reduce the circulati on below 11 ,000 copies depend ing on issues rai sed. 

The Amharic vers ion of the newspaper was establ ished in September 2003. Apat1 from the 

Am haric ed it ion, Reporter is a lso avail ab le every Saturday in English version. In addition, it has 

its own website as a source of news and other issues which is a imed at reach ing the Ethi op ian 

Diaspora across the wo rl d. 

As far as the number of emp loyees working in the staff is concerned, reporter has about a tota l of 

109 journalists; among those 104 of them are full time worker, and the rest 5 part timer. Looking 

for educational qua l ificat ion of journal ists there are 7 diploma holders, 16 first degree holders, 

and 3 second degree ho lders with different area of qua lification. For instance about 12 of staff 

members are qualified in language and literature, and 15 of them in other qualifications. In 

add ition, hav ing such a variety quali fied staff; Reporter gives different Tra inings like trainings 

which are rel ated with general journal ism, econom ic reporting and investigative reporti ng. 

Reporter is pub li sh ing frequent ly its Amharic version twice per a week, which is on Wednesday 

with 32 pages, and on Sunday 192 pages. Among the tota l number of pages it has ded icated fo r 

Ethiop ian politics 20%, Nat ional news 30%, Internationa l news 1%, Art and cul ture 11 %, Letters 

and commentary 15%, Enterta inment 10%, and Sports 12%. More over Reporter newspaper used 

to as a sources of news different government officia ls, businesses people, and the general pub li c. 

In add ition repo rter ass igned 20 journali sts to co llect loca l news on a da ily bas is. 

Reporter is widely known for its " undertak ing of investigative and adversarial news report" both 

on the governm ent as well as the pri vate institutions who have pivota l stake in the political , 
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economical and social issues of the country (Yetnayet 200S, p.S9) . Journalists of house claim 

that their newspaper has been successful in uncovering corrupt practices of high-ranking 

institutions such as Ethiop ian Telecommunications Corporation, Nati onal Bank of Eth iopia, 

Ethiopian Airl ines and Commercial Bank of Ethiop ia, to mention but a few. Even the ardent 

crit ics of the paper agree to the newspaper' s ro le of expos ing of wrongdo ing in such huge 

companies of the country . 

2.6.2 Brief P rofile of Addis Admas Newspa per 

Addis Admas, which is one of fi nge r counted private owned newspaper, registe red and published 

under Admas Adve rtisi ng Pic, and stayed fo r 15 consecutive years. For the first t ime Add is 

Ad mas started to appea r in the country in December 1999, and printed by Berhanena Selam 

Printing Press in Amhari c la nguage . Thi s Am haric week ly newspaper c irculated 10,000- 12,000 

copies pel' a week, and it may red uce depends on the issues ra ised. Li ke any other newspaper 

avai lable in Eth iop ia, Addis Admas has an official webs ite which they used to disseminate 

information for abroad res idents. 

Add is Admas published its newspaper in Amharic language with 28 pages . It covered current 

affairs li ke Ethi op ian po litics 18%, Nat ional news 12%, International news 6%, Art and culture 

4S%, Letters and commenta ry 6%, Entertainment 3%, Sports 6%. Addi s Admas newspaper has 

42 full time and 7 part time journalists with differe nt educationa l qualificatio n. It has 9 

journa li sts with diploma,S fi rst degree, I second degree and 4 with other qua lifications. 

Addis Admas newspaper, beside its j ou rnalists who are assigned in the fie ld to co llect local 

news, doc uments, reports, government and non government instituti ons, private organi zati ons 

and in dividual res idents have been used as a source of news. 
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Under thi s chapter the researcher dea ls with the methodology and procedures of the study, under 

which the meth ods, sampl in g techniques and samp ling size, unit of anal ysis, anal ytic categories, 

coders' re liabil ity and consistency as well as data ana lysis techn iques of the study. 

3.1. Methods of the Study 

This research has made use of both quantitative content analysis and in-depth interv iew methods. 

Such kind of approach is commonly referred to as triangulation. Many scholars suggest that this 

approach may result in revea ling unexpected angles of an enqu iry. According to Holsti (1969, 

p.ll ) the content analyst should use qualitative and quantitative methods to supplement each 

other. It is by moving back and forth between these approaches that the investigator is most 

li kely to ga in insight in to the meaning of hi s data . 

3.1.1. Q uan t itative Content Analys is 

Content analysis by definiti on is a quantitative method. Stempel III and Westley (1981, p.125) 

define content ana lyses as a research technique 01' the objective, systematic, and quantitative 

design of the manifest content of commun ication. In addition, the purpose of such a method as 

identifying and counting the occurrence of the specified characteristics 01' dimensions of texts, 

and through thi s, to be ab le to say something about the messages, images, representations of such 

texts and their w ider social signifi cance, Hansen et al ( 1998, p.95). 

It is believed that usin g quantitat ive conte:, t anal ysis provides a vivid description of the different 

variables by quant ifying the issues rai sed in the Reporter and Addis Addis admas newspapers. 

Moreover, th is type of approach is success fu l espec ia ll y when the a im of the study is to analyze 

the manifest content of meaning. Therefore , it is assumed conducive enough fo r this research 

project as one of th e research question is shaped to find out how w ide coverage has been given to 

corruption stories by the selected newspapers . 

3.1.2. Interview 

The resea rcher has al so employed an in-depth interview, as it is crucial research method for 

uncovering indi vidua ls' att itudes and va lues towards a topic. As a result, the researcher has 

conducted interviews with two journa l i ~ t s from Reporler and Addis Admas newspapers. Th is 
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semi structured interview is used to explore the research questions and to further substantive the 

resu lts obtained by the quantitative content analysis . Apart from the main questions developed at 

the stage, fo llow up questi ons were also fo rwarded during the interview with the journali sts of 

the two news papers, RepOl'lel~ and Addis Admas. 

3.2. Sampling Techniques and Sample Size 

Sampling technique in content analysis is often ove rlooked to make sure that samp le represents 

the population that is intended to represent. The prime consideration is that each unit in the 

population must have the same chance of being represented in the sample (Stempe l III and 

Westl ey, 198 1, p. 125). Accord ing to Holsti( 1969), sampling decisions in content analysis will 

vary according to the type of documents an d the purpose of the analyst. The sampling scheme 

may a lso depe nd on the populat ion to be sampled and the kind of inferences to be derived from 

the text. 

Stratifi ed sampling is often used in studies re lated to mass media to a ll ow subcl asses of larger 

sources to be treated different ly (Holsti 1969, p.116) . The researcher, thus, has employed 

stratified sampling along with systematic random sampling in order to co ll ect the vita l 

representative data. 

Twelve months ed itions spannll1g from I September 2014 to 2 August 20 15 of the two 

newspapers were chosen as samples of this study. The time span was purposively selected 

because the period was remarkably remembered by the May II crack down which pushed away 

more than thirteen indi viduals includin g higher offic ials in to jail; and the media give much 

coverage to the issue arou nd thi s time. 

It was cumbersome to cover a ll issues of the bi-weekly Reporter in the sample. Hence, in order 

to make the two newspapers compat ible, only the Sunday edition of the Reporter was taken from 

the two editions ofa wee k. The main reason of se lecting the Sunday's edition of the paper is that 

it has got more attention by the readers, and the issues be ing covered on Sunday was broader 

than Wednesday's ed ition. Si nce Addis Admas is a weekly newspaper, all editions of the given 

time span were used. 
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3.3. Un it of A nalys is 

Accord ing to Weber (1990), one of the most dec isive and crucia l decisions in content analysis 

concerns the definition of the basic unit o f text to be classified. Fo r d ifferent reasons the theme, a 

single assertion about some subject, is usua ll y the most impOltant un it of content anal ys is (Holsti 

1969) . Therefore, individual artic le th at dealt with corruption related issues was the unit of 

analys is for thi s study. 

3.4. Analytic Categories 

The most demanding and vital task of any content ana lys is research is to define the analytic 

categories. As the categori es contai n the important ingred ients of the in vestigation, a content 

analysis can be no better than its arrangunent of categories. Hence, in this research, a careful 

attempt was made fo r the categor ization to reflect the objectives of the study, the research 

questions and the underly ing theoretica l frameworks. 

The researcher has gIven operational definiti ons for the various categories with an explicit 

speci ficati on. Accord ing to Ho lsti ( 1969), a good operational defin it ion is a va lid representation 

of the investi gato r' s concepts and it guides coders to come up with reliable judgments. To this 

end, due attention was given to shape exhaustive and mutually exclusive categories. Moreover, 

the researcher has made an effort to produce operational definit ions that are as precise and 

unambiguous as poss ib le. The fo llowing table shows the brief descriptions of the categories: 

No. Ana lyti ca l categories Operational definitions 

I Theme of story This refers to the ma in or central message of the stories. 

.,/ Embezzlement It is a kind of financial fraud that invo lves fraudulent 

misappropriation of money or property by someone who 

has been entrusted with the money or property by Virtue of 

their status or employment. 

.,/ fioa ud As a form of corruption, it IS main ly considered as a 

deli berate financial crime. Deception could involve identity 

theft, counterfeit credit cards, forgery, racketeering etc . 

.,/ ciienlelisl11 It is characterized by patron-client relationsh ips in wh ich 

re lat ively powerful and rich patrons promise to offer 
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relatively powerless and poor c lients with benefits . 

./ bribery It is the essence of corruption where by an offer is g iven in 

the form of money or favo rs fo r influencing indi viduals, 

institutions or senior government official s . 

./ nepotism It is a form of corrupti on and occurs when offici als favo r 

relati ves or close fri ends in which they hold some decision-

making authority . 

./ others This category was employed if a story employed if a story 

had a theme other than the one mentioned above. Stories 

with multiple themes as well as those with ambiguous 

themes were included in thi s catego ry. 

2 Source of story Thi s refers to the main source used in the stories 

./ documents Articles sourced from reports, surveys, letters etc were 

coded under this category . 

.(' an/i-corruption This category refers to organizations whose main task is 

investigating and prosecuting corruption perpetrators . 

./ law enforcement This category represents mainly prosec utors, po lice 

bodies (investigators) and lawyers. 

./ Government officials This catego ry refers to those who hold public offi ce and are 

invo lved in government adm ini stration . 

.(' institutions This category represents organizations that were used or 

mentioned directly in the stories . 

./ anonymous This category was used when the identity of the source of a 

story was not reveal ed . 

./ others This category was used if a source could not be c lassified 

under one of the above-mentioned categories . Arti cles with 

multiple sources were also coded in thi s category. 

3 Type of story Thi s refers to the genre that the story belongs to . 

./ news News stories hi ghlight the day's major new happenings or 

events. The stories attempt to give answers to the 

fundamental questi ons: who, what, where, when, why and 
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how . 

./" feature Th is is usuall y accompanied by vivid descriptions helping 

the reader to get picture of the story. 

./" commentary This includes any article that involves criti c ism, discussion 

or explanation of ideas, op inions or facts . 

./" editorial It reflects the opinion or stand of the newspaper concern ing 

an Issue . 

./" feller to the editor It IS written by readers on topics relevant to the 

publ ication's audience . 

./" others Any a rti c le that IS other than the above-mentioned 

categories Or is not clear to categorize under the above-

mentioned categories was coded here under. 

4 Ind ivid ual/institu tion This refers to the people and/or the governmenta l and 

private institutions that get the leading corruption coverage 

./" pri vate sector Th is category was used when the stories focused on 

privately owned organ izations . 

./" government sector This category was used when the stories focused on 

organizations owned by the government. 

./" others Institutions that were not c learl y stated as one of the above-

mentioned categories were coded here under. 

5 Author of story Th is refers to the people who write the stories 

./" in-house writers This category refers to the staff repOlters who are employed 

within the target newspaper . 

./" news agencies They include communication organ izations who sell news 

to their cli ent media outlets . 

./" unknown This category was used if a story had an author other than 

the above mentioned categories or if a story had no clearly 

stated author. 

./" readers They represent people with different backgrounds and are 

assumed to be regular or occasional clients of the 

newspapers. 
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6 Placement of story Thi s refers to the position in which the corruption stories 

are placed on the on the newspaper 

v' front page The category refers to the very first page of the newspaper. 

v' middle pages This category was used while referr ing to pages 2 up to 5. 

v' back pages This category refers to pages including pages 6 and above. 

. . 
Table 1. Ana lytical categories and thell' operatIOnal defimhon 

3.5. Coders' Reliability and Consistency 

Reliabi lity is defi ned as ' repeated mea~urement of the same materia l [resulting in] similar 

decisions or condi ti ons' (Wimmer 1983 , p.156). The important goal in content anal ys is is 

re liability and consistency of assessment aC rOSS various coders to confirm uniform in the coding 

as we ll as ana lys is proced ures . 

Two coders- the researcher and one trained- conducted the coding process. An in-depth 

explanation was g iven for the coder before coding. The contents to be ana lyzed were chosen 

based on exp li cit and constantly app lied ru les. A similar set of gu ide line was employed 

throughout the research process to w hi ch both the coders had to be abided. 

The inter-coder re liabil ity check was performed usmg Holsti's formula. The researcher 

moderated fo r some of the inconveniences and disagreement observed throughout the process. 

The prob lems were reso lved by rigo rollsly employing double cod ing mechanism. As a result, the 

researcher computed and come up with an overa ll inter-coder rel iabi lity coefficient of .97 

(97.37%). Hence, thi s fi gure is more than required when compared with the standard used in 

most content analysis st udies. ' As a rule of thumb, most publi shed content analyses typically 

report a minimum reliability coeffi cient of about 90% or above when using Holsti 's formula ' 

(Wimmer 1983, p. 156). 

3.6. Data Ana lysis Technique 

Most content analys is resea rchers c la im that the type of research design depend on the aims of 

the questions the in vestigato r plan to answer and on the data availab le. "The data analys is needs 

to add ress the questions 0 1' hypothes is set out in the defin ition of the main axes of compari son 

[that] need to be examined." (Hansen et a l 1998, p. 122) 
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After coding all corruption related articles using the previously mentioned categories, in-depth 

analysi s was cond ucted by us ing the qua~titat i ve data and interv iews with Reporter and Addis 

Adams 's journali st. In addition , the insights from the review literature and other supplementary 

non-content data were used to back up the fi ndings. Weber ( 1990, p.19) argues that "much 

stronger valid ity is obtai ned by comparing content-analytic data with so me external criterion." 

Thus, the stu dy has incorporated various external criterion data as non-content standard to audit 

the communicat ion content of the findings. 
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CHAPTER FOUR: DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

In this section, the major findi ngs of the study are presented using bar graphs, pie charts and 

tables. The co ll ected data are also discussed in the next part qualitatively using the information 

gathered throu gh interview and the underl ying theoretical frameworks. 

4.1. Data Presentation and Analysis 

4.1.1 Theme of the Story 

As can c learl y be seen from figure I below, embezz lement was the most common theme of 

corrupt ion articles fo r Reporter and Addis Admas during the selected period of this study. Stories 

with central focus on embezz lement consisted of 29 (42.2%), out of the total 67 (100%) articles 

monitored . Most of the embezzlement the·mes of corruption appeared on the news section of the 

newspaper. Some of the embezzlement stories focused on a llegations of custom and revenue 

authorities ' on suspicious of tax evasion. The find ing also reveals that majority of the 

embezzlement stories were re lated to different government lead inst itutions. 

- --------------_ ... __ ... -

Figure 1. Theme of story 
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Embezzlement has got more coverage than others in Addis Admas. Out of the total 36 ( 100%) 

stories, 14 (38.8%) were domi nantly covered issues of corruption particularly related with 

embezzlement. As it was the hot issue in the country, Addis Adlnas gave more emphasis for the 

accusation of General Director of Custom and Revenue Authority, Melaku Fanta and his deputy 

Gebrewahid Gebrewold. Most stories related with embezzlement in Addis Admas newspaper 

placed on its front pages. 

The second common theme of corru ption coverage in the Reporter was fraud. As the above bar 

graph indicates, articles with fraud themes received 18(26.9%) stori es. One point worth 

mentioning here is that the newspaper v igorously attempted to denounce fraudulent acti viti es 

observed at some indiv iduals who were highl y involved in money laundering. Reporter used its 

ed itori a l, commentary as we ll as news items to consistently reflect on thi s issue. 

Like the .Reporter, the second hi ghest theme or aspect of corruption issue in Addis Admas was 

Fra ud , wh ich got 16 (44.4%), One po int wo rth mentioning here is that Addis Admas tried to 

in form the public about the seri ousness of this topic by covering timely and continuously in its 

commentary and news item . 

The category ' Others' made up 15(22.38%) of the art ic les as the centra l corruption theme. Some 

of the variables under this category included all egations of extortion, officials' wealth 

registrati on law and genera l. issues conce rning corruption. It wou ld be possible to say that 

Reporter was inactive in providing coverage of corrupti on-related themes clientism and 

nepotism. Out of the tota l 67( I 00%) artic les, none of its theme was considered as nepoti sm and 

clintism as th e prom inent theme. 

In Addi s Admas newspaper, Only 5 articles, representing 13.88% of all stories, cou ld categorize 

under others. Nepoti sm as main theme of corru ption had got 1(2.7%) from the total of 36(1 00%) 

handled the then t ime. Issues re lated with clinti sm and bribery didn 't pay much more attention in 

Addis Admas newspape r. In both newspapers, th is fact obv iously contradicts w ith the 

widespread acts of clintism and nepotism in Ethiopia. 
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4.1.2. Source of Story 

Anti-corrupti on watchdogs were the major sources of information used by Reporter to produce 

corruption stories. Out of the tota l 67( 100%) articles, 3 1 (46.2%) were sourced from anti­

corruption watchdogs especi.a lly from the Federal Ethics and Anti-Corrupti on Commiss ion 

(FEACC). It was interesting to understand that the public relations office of FEACC was the 

backbone of severa l news sto ries prod uced by Reporter. 
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In Addis Admas newspaper also Federal Ethics and Anti -corruption commission was prominent 

sources of informat ion used in writi ng co rru pti on re lated art icles. Out of the total 36 ( 100%) 

stories, 16 (44.44%) were found from FEACC. This clearly indicates that the newspapers take 

steps to smooth the efforts of the Commi ss ion in combating against corruption. 

Law enforcement bodies were fo und to be other important sources of j ournal ists of Reporter to 

write co rrupt ion stories. I I ( 16.4%) of the art icles were based on these groups. These sources, 

especia ll y crim inal charges fi led by prosecuto rs of FEACC, provided pivota l informat ion for 

court-related corru ption news items. On Add is Admas newspaper too, Law enforcement bodies 
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were the second common source that the newspapers used. 8 stories representing 22.2 % of the 

total number were sourced from different law enforcement bodies. 

Almost with similar number, documents and institutions became the 3rd crucial sources of 

corruption articles for Reporter. 8( 11.9%) of the articles were sourced from a variety of 

documents such as reports, letters and minutes of meetings. In Addis Admas newspaper, out of 

the total 36 (100%),7 ( 19.4%) a.1icles were sourced from different documents. 

Anonymous sources were the 4th common sources that the Reporter used to cover corruption 

articles. 5(7.4%) of the stories monitored during the study period were prepared based on 

anonymous sources who decl ined to be named. This might cast doubt on the trustworthiness of 

the sources as we ll as the sto ri es. Addis AdmGs was used Institutions as a source of news. From 

the total sample 36( I 00%) handled during the study 3 (8.3%) stories were referred from different 

intuitions like Ethiopia News Agency (ENA) Therefore institution as a source in Addis Admas 

newspaper could be ranked 4th 

The category others resulted in Reporter as the least sources of corruption articles during the 

selected period of the study. 3(4.47%) orthe articles were coded under this category. The reason 

as to why some of the sources we re labeled under this category was because some stories used 

multiple sources. Add is Admas used anonymous sources in its commentary and feature section. 

From the tota l stories monitored during the study 2(5.5%), contributed by anonymous sources. 

4.1.3. Types of Story 

As the above table shows, news was fou nd to be the leading type of story in corruption coverage 

by Reporter. Out of the tota l 67(100%) articles, 50(76.6%) were dominated by news items. This 

might suggest that more emphasis was put on the news genre. In the meantime, Addis Admas 

used its news item to covered corruption issues. It had dedicated 28(77.7%) of stories in the form 

of news. In add ition, most of the exc lusive and in-depth news analyses were prepared by the 

effort of staff wr iters in both, Reporter and Addis Admas. 
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Types news pape rs Types of news Percentage 

News 

Feature 

Reporter Letters to edi tor 

Ed itorial 

Commentary 

Addis Admas 11.11 

Feature 3 8.33 

Letters to ed i tors 2.77 

Table 2. Types of story 

In the Reporter newspaper, the second common type of story went to feature. Out of the tota l 

67( I 00%) arti c les, fea ture rece ived 6(8.9%) sto ri es . This res ul t might revea l that Reporter gives 

a decisive place fo r v ivid descri pti ons hel ping the reader to get picture of the story. It is 

interesting to mention the va rious description kinds of writing forwarded from staff reporters on 

the corru pt practices of fi nancial institutions in Ethiopia. 

As the above tab le shows clearl y, Addi s Ad mas newspapers secondl y gave significant coverage 

to commentary sect ion. Out of the total 36 ( 100%), 4 (11.1 %) were found to different 

commentary stories. This result might reveal that Addis Admas gave more emphasis for its 

readers to have the ir say on co rrupti on issues by acting as a platform. [t is worth to mention the 

various eye-opening comments forwarded from readers on the corrupt practices on government 

and private inst itut io ns in Ethiopia. 

5(7.4%) of the co rru ption art ic les in Reporter were came from different institutions and agencies 

which were wo rked on corrupti on re lated issues . Feature stories in Addis Admas ranked 3rdl y 

during the stud y. From the tota l population monitored 36(100%) stories 3(8.3) were found as 

form of featu re. 
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Reporter gave low attention to ed itorial and commentary sections in the then time. It had used its 

editorial section 2(2.9%) stories were found on editorial section, and commentaries have got 

1(1.4%). As it can be shown in the above table, Addis Admas were less active in receiving the 

letters from the out sides. From the total sample 36( I 00%) it had covered only 1(2.7%). 

4.1.4. Author of the Story 

Most of the corruption stories were authored by Reporter's and Addis Admas own staff writers. 

For Reporter out of the 67( I 00%), and Add is Admas 36( 100%) 55(82. 1 %), and 27(75%) art icles 

respectively were written by the newspaper' s in-house writers. The finding of th e study ind icates 

that the biggest strength of Reporter and Addis Admas emanate from the news section as 

majority of the news stori es we re authored by the ir own staff repol1ers. 

,--------------------------------------------------------, 
FigUl'c 4.3. Author of thc story 
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Readers of the Reporter newspaper were the second largest contributors in producing the 

corruption stories. 12( 17.9%) of the articles were authored by the readers of Reporter mainl y in 

the form of commentary and letter to the edi tor genres. For Addis Admas reader had too played 

their role in producing stories. Out of total co rrupti on related 36( 100%) stories, 9(25%) were 

contributed by th e readers. This seems that the readers were the backbone of the two newspapers 

in providing thei r insights on co rru pt ion-re lated issues. 
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4.1.5. P lacement of the Story 

Results obtained on what pages stories are publ ished gave us an idea about the importance of the 

content. While comparing the overall find ing shown on Table below. Reporter used its middle 

pages for corruption artic les. Out of the tota l 67( I 00%) articles, 28(4 1.7%) appeared on the 

middle pages of the newspaper. A ll these stories were news artic les w hich foc used on diffe rent 

corruption themes. 

On the other hand Addis Admas gave a s igni ficant pos ition for corrupti on articles on its front 

page. 29(80.5%) of corrupti on related stories were positioned on the fro nt page . Thus, the front 

page coverage of corruption art icles confirms the importance that was give n by Addis Admasfor 

such crucia l issues. 

Types news paper Placement of the sto ry Frequency Percentage 

Mi pages 28 41.7 

Reporter Back pages 22 32.8 

Front pages 17 25.3 

Front pages 29 80.5 

Add is Ad mas Midd le pages 4 I 1.1 

Back pages 3 8.3 

Table 3. Placement of s tory 

22(32.8%) of the stories in reporter were disp layed on the back pages (page 6- above) . This part 

of the newspaper mostly conta ined com mentary, feature art ic les and news stories continuing 

fro m the fron t and middle pages we re a lso the 2nd largest place to di scuss corruption issues. As it 

can be shown on the ta ble, Addis Admas Out of the tota l 36 corruption re lated news which 

represents 100% that Addis Admas publ ished, 4 ( I 1.1 %) were placed in the middle pages. 

As fa r as th e position of the story is concerned, it would be poss ible to say Reporter gave li tt le 

attention fo r co rruption re lated stories by plac ing front pages. Out of the tota l stori es accounted 

during study 17(25.3%) of stories were placed the third pos ition, front pages. In the main time, 

Add is Admas placed 3(8.3%) of its stori e, on the back pages. 
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4.1.6. Individual Vs. Institution 

The research fi nd ing shows that Reporter and Addis Admas gave more prominence to corruption 

issues on govern mental organizations. As indicated on the table below, the numbers of articles 

focusing on cases of corruption accounted on Reporter 35(52.2%) of them were d irectly referred 

to governmental organizations. In Addis Admas too, governmenta l organ izations rece ived much 

more attentio n. 18(50%) stories were dedicated to expose corruption issues on government lead 

organizations. 

On the other hand , on Reporter newspaper cases of corruption-related issues featuring ind ividual 

level accounted for 14(20.8%). The 2"d emphasis was given to private secto r on Add is Admas 

which represents 12(33.3%) stories. Thi s might suggest that the newspaper gave considerable 

coverage fo r systematic and orga ni zed corruption crimes perpetrated by a group of people rather 

than mere individual -related anecdotes. 

Out of 67( 1 00%) stories mo nitored, Reporter newspaper addressed issue related with corruption 

on private lead orga ni zatio ns. As it had been shown on the tab le, I O( 14.9%) stories covered 

corruption news. Add is Admas on th is stage tried exp licitly to uncover corruption related issues 

on the indiv idual level. 4( I 1.1 %) of stori es were fou nd on the newspaper corruption done by the 

individual. 

Types of news paper Indiv idual vs. Frequency Percentage 

institution 

Government 35 52.2 

Ind iv idua l 14 20.8 

Re porter Private 10 14.9 

Both 8 11.9 

Government 18 50 

Addis Admas Private 12 33.3 

Individua l 4 I 1.1 

Both 2 5.5 

Table 4. Ind ividual vs. institu t io n 
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On thi s stage, both newspapers exposed corrupt ion which is done in private and governmental 

organizations. In Reporter 8(11.9%) of the stories dealt with corruption-related items featuring 

on both secto rs. Addis Admas fro m total 36( 1 00%) stories, 2(5 .5%) of them were on government 

and private o rganizati on lead corruption. Majority of these stories in both newspapers were 

discussed on the commentary section of the newspaper. On the other hand, did not clearly state 

wh ich institutio ns were the target of discussion. 

4.2. Discussion 

In thi s part of the stud y, the findings are d iscussed in terms of type, theme, placement, origin and 

source of story and amount of space g iven for the stories. The di scussion is presented along with 

qua litative description of some of the articles. The information gathered through the interv iew 

was used' to back up the discussion . 

4.2.1. Theme of Story 

The vital feature of most content analyses is to classify types or sub-categories of coverage 

within a broader area of an enquiry. The classificat ion of what themes or topics are covered 

with in a general area of coverage se lected for analysis is a common starting point for media 

content researches (Hansen et al 1998). 

Regarding the themes of corru ption-re lated articl es, thi s research reveals that significant focus 

was g iven by Reporter and Addis Admas newspapers for stories that hi ghlighted embezzlement 

as the prominent th eme. Thi s findin g is simila r with the study conducted by Addis Ababa 

Unive rsity (AAU) concerning the state of corruption in Ethiopia. According to the survey 

prepared by AAU's Institute of Educationa l Research (IER), the "majority of the transgressions 

witnessed fell in the area of embezzlement of public money and property" (IER 200 I, p .1 4). 

The sample stori es of both newspapers within the study period indicate that fraud theme was the 

second predominant corrupti on-related top ic. Out of 67 (100%) art icles, Reporter covered fraud­

related topics acco unted fo r 18 (26.8%) of the stories, and Addis Admas 14(38.8%). 
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The finding of the research suggests that the category ' Others ' were considered as the third 

favorite of Reporler and Addfs Admas. From the tota l corruption related stories Reporter covered 

15 (15.2%) of the artic les belong to thi s secti on. On Add is Admas the research revealed the 

same finding. Out of th e total sample taken during the stud y, 5( 13.8%) of the stories were 

categorized under ' Others '. During the study sto ries belong to this specific section, were found 

as hav ing multip le the mes as we ll as some other were with ambiguous themes. 

Moreover, the finding shows that bribery and nepotism themes were re latively less reported by 

and Reporler. In Reporter corruption themes re lated to bribery accounted for 5(7.4%) stories, 

whereas the issue of nepoti sm in Addis Admas accounted for I (2 .7%) of the overall stories run 

by the newspaper. T hi s fi nding seems somewhat contradictory with actual phenomenon on the 

ground . Various resea rch arti c les indicate that co rrupt practi ces manifested in the form of bribery 

and nepotism are widespread in different parts of Ethiopia. 

4.2.2. Source of StOI')' 

Media of a ll k inds depend on a read il y ava il ab le supply of information sources 111 order to 

produce .stori es. The relati onship between j ourna li st and their sources is v ita l as it often 

constitutes a very active two-way process. With regards to th is, the analys is of sources is 

necessary both from a strai ghtforward and literary point of view. Furthermore, analyzing sources 

or actors of a story is pivotal "from a more sociologically articulated theory of media 

representations and med ia roles" (Hansen et al 1998, p. 18) . 

What th is research has fo und about the use of sou rces is more or less similar w ith research in 

other cul tural contexts which .prove that newspapers mainl y use official sources when reporting 

about Corrupti on related issues . In both sample newspapers j ournalists mainly used higher 

authorities workin g in partic ular inst itutions as sources. Authorities in Anti corruption watchdog 

and Law enforcemen t bod ies were frequentl y used as sources . 

Anti-corruption watchdogs were overwhelmingly used by Reporter and Addis Admas 

newspapers as a prom inent source in C0rruption articles. Out of the total 67( 100%) articles 

monitored, 3 1 (46 .2%), and in Addis Admas from the total sample 36( 100%), 16(44.4%) 

employed ant-corrupt ion watchdogs such as Federal Ethics and Anti-Corruption Comm iss ion 
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(FEACC) and Transparency Ethiopia as a source in order to produce corruption stories. The 

research find ing c learly indicates that the ro le of FEACC was pivotal as a primary definer of 

events of corruption as they are un fo lded in the public arena. The public relations officer of 

FEACC has contributed a lot as an ever present source of information by providing exclusive 

news tips and elaboratio n. 

As FEACC is the leading anti-corruption institution to fight corrupt practices in Ethiopia, it is 

wOlthwhile to use such type of source to back up claims of corruption art icles. It has firsthand 

account of events than anyone el se. Since its inception in May 200 I, FEACC has provided the 

public as we ll as other stakeho lders with various information about corrupti on activit ies. 

Similarly, it could be poss ible to say that Reporter and Addis Admas have a good working 

relationship with FEACC and they get im portant information from the institution. However, 

si nce FEACC's jurisdict ion is limited on federa l institutions, it was difficult to use it as a primary 

source of information concerning corrupt practices in the private sector. During such instances, 

the newspape rs are forced to turn their face to other types of reliable sources. 

Law enforcement bodi es such as police, lawyers and prosecutors were also used by Reporter and 

Addis Admas to produce corrupt ion artic les. These groups accounted for 11(16.4%) articles on 

Reporter, and 8(22.2%) stories on Addis Admas sources employed by the newspaper under the 

period of the study. News reports focus in g on court proceedings of alleged perpetrators were 

signifi cantl y sourced from criminal charges which were filed by severa l prosecutors. The two 

newspapers were admirabl y careful in reporting COUlt meetings by basing itself on crim inal 

charges and the court room debate. According to the Reporter 's informants, the journalists have 

taken various cou rt reporting techniques at different instances. Moreover, they cross-check 

different proclamations and lega l documents of the country that are readily availab le in the 

newsroom. Some of the high profi le court reporting news items that used mostl y law 

enforcement bodies includes alleged co rruption crimes by higher officials of Eth iop ian custom 

and revenue Authorities, Addis Ababa city land admini stration and Nile Insurance Bank 

Company. 

Documents and instituti ons were a lso contributed equal by Reporter as sources which accounted 

for 8 (11.9%) articles. The third favo rite sources of news for Addis Admas were Documents. Out 
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of the 36( I 00%) stories 7( 19.4%) were sourced from documents. The study finding shows that 

the newspaper used va ri ous document sources such as letters, communique, annual reports as 

wel l as corrupti on surveys to back up news items. The problem with the use of documents as a 

source to prepare news artic les is that the journali st mostly printed the summary of the 

documents . There were fewer attempts in some news reports to develop stories based on these 

types of documents by contacting other sou rces to confirm instances of a ll eged corrupt practices. 

Another important sou rces of Reporter and Addis Admas in corruption stories were anonymo us 

sources that acco unted for 5 (7.4%), and Add is Admas for 2(5.5%) of the tota l articles monitored 

under the period of the study. The use of secret or unnamed sources is inevitable in sensitive 

top ics like co rru ption. In relation to this, the interviewed journali sts claimed that their medi a 

house refrains from using anonymous sources unl ess it is forced under various circumstances. 

The ir newspapers, acco rding to the informants from Reporter acts responsibly to balance stories 

by contacting re li ab le and knowledgeab le sources before publishing allegations of corruption. 

Even when they rece ive importan t leaked documents, the j ournali st routinely attempt to 

crosscheck the inform ation by strictly fo llowing the code of ethics exercised in the media house. 

The informants strongly be li eve that it is their duty to balance and confirm information provided 

by anonymous sources. 

4.2.3 . Types of Story 

In relation to the type of stories, the finding of this study shows that sign ificant attention was 

g iven for news item. As news item is one of the major categories that newspapers use to show 

the prominence of the issue, it is interest in g to get more corruption related stories on form news 

in both news papers . Out orthe total 67( 100%) art icles monitored, 50(74.6%) on Reporter, and on 

Add is Ad mas 28(77 .7) were corruption-related news stories. Hence, both newspapers seem 

determined to ex pose loca l co rrupti on crimes by somewhat consistently covering events on 

major institutions of the country. 

It seems that the news genre is the major strength of Reporter and Addis Admas. The finding of 

thi s research indicates that most of the corruption-related news stories were exclusive that were 

prepared by the newspapers' staff writers. Majority of the news items, especially th ose related to 

court procedures, were presented with a se ri es of follow-ups. In this respect, it is poss ible to 
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suggest that both have strongly bui lt the pub li c discourse by setting the agenda fo r the other 

med ia outlets. 

The fi nd ing of this study clea rly shows that featu re artic les of corrupt ion issues were 

significantl y represented in Reporter newspaper so that the reader co ul d have a viv id picture of 

the story. 9(1 3.4%) of stories were found as to be Feature. The 2nd favorite of Addis Admas 

seems commentary. According to the monitored one year ed itions of Addis Admas, encouraging 

steps were taken re lati ve ly on the commentary secti on as a result of letters forwarded by 

concerned readers and stakeholders of the paper. In particular, this co lumn was pivotal in 

exposing the a lleged malpractice of vario us acti vit ies in the Custom revenue authorit ies, 

fo llowing the tax evasion and corrupt practices in the fi nancial sectors in general. 

In contrast, the letter to the editor in RepOiter col umn relati vely used to convey the much needed 

messages. There were times when thi s section of the paper was sacrifi ced for advertisement. 

Most of the time only two or t hree brief lette rs fro m readers were publi shed to express their say 

abo ut prev iously run stori es. On other occasions, the newspapers had enterta ined complaint and 

correction letters from pub l ic relations officers. However, sometimes the paper had presented the 

complain t letters in a delayed mann er. Thi s could emanate from sh0l1age of space on the 

newspaper or due to de layed reply li'om those who submit the correction letters. This could be 

re lated to the busy schedul e of Reporters' journali sts as they always str ive to publish three 

newspapers per week- two Amhari c and one English ed it ion. There fore, as fi nd ing indicates that 

Reporter from total sample 5(7.4%) stories we re rece ived on the form of letter. 

Addis Admas on th e other hand, we re relatively seems passive in cove ring corruption related 

iss ues on the fo rm of fea ture whi ch coul d help the reader to create an image, and catch their 

atten tion. In add ition, it gave little or no attention to the letters that were coming from the 

readers. Therefore it would be need less to say that Add is Ad mas were serving not as discuss ion 

fo rum for the publ ic as it was expected . Out of tota l sample taken during the study, Add is Admas 

newspaper devoted its art icle fo r feature 3(8.3%), and I (2 .7%) fo r letters. 

A lthough the editoria l pages in a certa in newspaper was one of the prominent co lumn for 

di splay ing its outrage agai nst co rru pt practices in various government and private institutions of 
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the country, Reporter seems gave less attention in address ing corruption related issue on its 

editorial pages. In fact, this secti on of the paper had always been remembered by its hot topic of 

discuss ion by several critics especia ll y during the 2005 national election. The newspaper also 

gave little or no emphasis for commentary section during the study. It had publi shed 2(2.9%) 

alticles on its editorial page, and I ( 1.4%) comment on its column. 

4.2.4. Author of Story 

The finding of thi s study strongly confi rms that Reporter and Addis Admas have strength In 

produc in g corruption articles by thei r own staff writers. Out of the tota l 67 ( 100%) articles 

monitored, 55 (82%) were authored by the Reporter ' s writers. As too Reporter, 27(75%) of 

articles were produced by Addi s Admas's sta ff members. In particu lar, the news genre is mainl y 

written by journalists o f the papers showing less dependency on news agenc ies. These 

organizations such as Walta In fo rm at ion Center and Ethiopian News Agency for both 

newspapers authored or brought little or no stori es in relation to corrupti on. All of the agencies' 

contribution was on the news section given not more than two or three paragraphs of the 

newspaper. In add ition, the stories wired by the agenc ies were mainl y re lated to meetings and 

issues of petty corru pt ion. 

The contribution of the t,,,o newspape rs ' reade rs in authoring corruption-related commentaries 

was a lso inva luab le. It seems that th e readers have shouldered the burden of the in-house writers 

to concentrate on the news section. T he readers were very active especia ll y in the sections of 

commentary and lette r to the editor (Particularly for Addis Admas). This mechani sm confirms 

that the newspape rs have attempted to implement their crucial role of acting as a public forum. 

In relation to thi s, 12( 17.9%) of the story contributed by the readers of Reporter, and 9(25%) of 

articles were written by Addis Admas ' s follower. 

4.2.5. Individual vs. Institution 

Whenever corruption-related scandals erupt, the media is frequentl y criticized for personalizi ng 

the news item by targeting ind ividuals at the centre of the crisis. Responses to corruption 

scanda ls often tend to center onl y on personalit ies-covering up blame and searchi ng for poss ible 

scapegoats. The media establishments often ignore " the systematic conditi ons that created 
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incentives for corrupti on in the first place" (Garment 199 1 cited in Rose-Ackerman 1999, p.209-

210). 

In li ght of the above d iscourse, the se lected newspapers, namely Reporter and Addis Admas 

corruption coverage seems on the right direct ion. Out of the tota l 67 ( 100%) articles moni tored, 

on Reporter 35 (52 .2%) foc used on co rruption on governmental organizations, where as those 

al1icies targeting on individual level acco unted for 14(20.8%) stories. This doesn' t, however, 

mean that corruption scanda ls perpetrated by ind ividuals sho uld be kept quiet by the media. 

Rather, the investigative reporters' endeavor must not be li mited to expos ing just individuals 

only, but systematic fai lures of instituti ons as a whole. The press shoul d be able to pinpoint that 

ind ividua l wrongdoing is part and parcel of huge pattern of negli gence as well as abuse of the 

estab lished system. Moreover, Repo rter covered corrupt ion related stories particularl y dealt w ith 

the huge private sectors. Froln the total popu lation handled during thi s study 10( 14.9%) of the 

stories directly dealt the co rrupt activities of pri vate secto rs. 

Kovach and Rosenstiel (200 I) argue that the watchdog ideo logy means more than mere ly 

monitoring gove rnm ent, but it extends to all the powerfu l institut ional establishments in society. 

With regards to thi s, it wou ld be appropriate to examine how the cases of institutions were dealt 

w ith in re lation to co rruption under the period of th is study. The findi ng in reference with Addis 

Admas newspaper indicates that corru ption stories on the government sector got dominant 

coverage with 18 (58%) artic les, out of the tota l 36 ( 100%) items. In contrast, the private sector 

received 12 (33.3%) art ic les which focused on corrupti on. Addis Admas displayed 4 (1 1.1 %) 

stories which targe ted on ind ividual leve l. 

The fi nd ing fina ll y in thi s category seems to suggest that less attention had been gIven fo r 

corrupt activiti es whi ch invo lves indi vidua l with institutions in both newspapers . As it could be 

seen on the ground, corrupti on which was do ne in co ll aborat ion with govern menta l instituti on by 

the indi Vi dual , are these days a se ri ous problem for socio econom ic development of the country. 

Hence, it is need less to say that emphasis shou ld be g iven to such an organized crime. Out of the 

tota l corruption re lated stories, Reporter pub li shed 8( 1 1.9%) stories dea lt with the issue. With the 

same emphas is, Add is Admas covered 2(5.5%) stories whic h were related with indiv idua l and 

institutional leve l. 
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4.2.6. Placement of Story 

Accordin g to the agenda-sett ing theory, report ing one issue regularly is one way in which 

newspapers give people a sense of identifying important issues. Displaying articles on the front 

page is the other way to show the prom inence of the story. Th is is because article displayed on 

the front page of a newspaper tend to have more prom inence and suggest urgency rather than 

articles displayed on the ins ide pages. 

Various media resea rchers be li eve that the location of art icles on a newspaper is one of the 

factors contribut ing to decide the prominence of certain issues on the public agenda. Journalism 

professors Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw establ ished position and length of a story as the 

two main criteria of prominence (Griffin 2006). In thi s regard, headline stories on the front page 

of newspapers are a representation of prominence and s ignificance . Stories displayed on the front 

page ha ve an im pact in capturing readers' attention and may suggest urgency rather than articles 

placed on th e inside page". 

It is important to ana lyze where corruption stories were placed on Addis Admas and Reporter 

under the peri od 01 the study. Rel ati ve ly the Addis Admas newspaper displayed a significant 

number of corrupti on-related art ic les on the front page. Among the 36(100%) art ic les publi shed , 

29(80.5%) appeared on the front page. Prominent news items of corruption were put on this 

section o'f the paper. On the other hand, significant stories were position on middle pages on 

Reporter. It is not poss ible to across with a grading common to all publications. According to 

Phillips ( 1992, p.44). " it is the message and readership profile which economically dictates page 

position va lue" if the media sample is not small. In relation to thi s, the next most important 

posi tion is middle pages. The finding of this research shows that corruption articles on Reporter 

placed on the middle pages (page 2- page 5) . 

The finding of thi s re<earch shows that 28 (41.7%) of the corruption stories on Reporter were 

placed on thi s secti on of the paper. Placement of co rruption-related articles on the middle pages 

is im portant as thi s part of th e paper conta ins editoria l, news, letter to the ed itor and the politics' 

co lumn. A three col umn story on an ins ide page and the lead ed itorial were a ll considered as 

ev idence of signifi cant focus on issues (G riffin 2006) . 
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As far as the placement of the story is concerned, Add is Admas covered 4( 1 1.1 %) of its articles 

were published on the middle pages. According to the above perspective, it didn ' t meant that the 

newspaper gave emphasis on corruption related stories, rather the midd le page in Add is Admas 

consists th e important co lumn, like commentary, po litical issues, and free opinion to the readers, 

it wou ld be possib le to conc lu de that it had played a vita l role in covering corruption issues by 

placing at the midd le pages. 

Though it was bel ieved that placing the stories at front pages to shows how the stories are 

dece ive and got more emphasis, Reporter secondly prefer to use it its back page to cover 

corrupt ion issues. Accordi ng to the interview conducted with the journalist, they believed that it 

is the number of pages pushed the stories to be back, and it is not their intent ion to placed such 

an important stories poisoned at back side of the pages . The other determ inant factor placing the 

sto ries 011 back page is the number of adverti sements they received per a week wh ich helps to 

generate income, and it is the interest of the company owner's to promote their service at middle 

pages. 22(32.8) stories were found placed at the back pages, so one could understand that 

Reporter gave more emphas is for its advertisement instead covering corruption stories by placing 

on the back pages. 

Re latively speak ing the least des ired position for placing corruption artic les was found to be the 

back pages (page 6 and above). This assulT'ption might be related to the nature of the newspapers 

page composit ion. The number of pages differs accord ing to the day of publicat ion. The research 

finding also shows that continued news stories from front page and middle pages were 

sometimes not exact ly located on the back pages in both news papers. In few occasions, the 

continued stor ies were totally not found due to mistakes that could possib ly emanate from wo rk 

load and the ru sh to meet deadl ines . As it was shown in table 4.2, 3(8.3%) sto ries place on the 

back pages in Add is Admas, and Reporter newspaper covered 17(25 .3%) stories on the front 

pages. Hence it wo uld be poss ible that Reporter failed in giv ing prominence to corrupti on re lated 

stories by placing on the front pages. 
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CHAI>TER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Thi s part of the study deals w ith the conclusions of the findings and attempts to come up with 

workab le recom mendations that are assumed to be useful for future coverage on corruption 

issues. 

5. 1. Conclusions 

The study was set out to explore the Ethiopian private presses practice in covering co rruption 

related issues in particular w ith Reporte r and Addis Admas newspapers. The study has a lso 

sought to knolV whether the private presses can result in effective address ing problems which can 

hinder the country's development, particularl y in covering corruption related issues timely. The 

general theoret ica l literature on this subject and spec ifi ca lly in the context of Ethiopia is 

inconclusive on several vital questions within the coverage di scourse. The stud y sought to 

answer five basic research questions. 

A combinat ion of quantitati ve and qualitat ive methods of data gathering and analys is were 

employed in the resea rch. To th is end , 67 stories on Reporter and 36 on Addis Ad mas had 

appeared on newspapers were samp led. The size of stori es selected and the span of time covered 

are considered rep resentati ve as well as va lid choices for the study. In add ition, the analytic 

categories include theme of story, source of story, type of story, individual vs. institution , author 

of story and placement of story. The theme of each indi vidual article on corruption was 

considered as the unit of analys is. 

The main lindings in this stud y are chapter specific and were summari zed within the respective 

empirical chapte rs: data presentati on, ana lys is and di scuss ion. Th is sect ion synthesizes the 

empirica l find ings to answer the study's research quest ions. As the research findings indicate the 

newspapers focused more on co rruption th emes of embezzlement wh ich goes in line with various 

research fi ndi ngs. With regards to the use of sources in corruption stori es, the Reporter and 

Addis Admas re lied more on the anti- corruption watchdog in the country, FEACC. 

Almost the one years' mon itoring of the papers under th is study confirms that Reporter 's and 

Addis Admos's strength emanates from their staff writers. The lion share of the corruption stories 

were authored by the in-house writers on both newspapers . It was d iscovered from the study that 

58 



the low sta ff turn out of journalist-not observed in most media houses in the country- helped the 

authors of the artic les to be familiar w ith corruption issues especia ll y lengthy court proceedings. 

Last but not least, whil e comparing the overall finding of thi s research, one can understand that 

Addis Adl11G has g iven a significant position fo r corruption articles on the front page. The front 

page coverage of corruption artic les confi rms the importance that was given by Addis Adl11GS for 

such crucial issues. Stories di splayed on the front page have an impact in capturing readers' 

attention and may suggest urgency rather than articles placed on the inside pages. On the other 

hand, the fi nding shows that most co rrupti on re lated sto ries were found on the middle pages on 

Reporter. Regarding thi s issue, the interviewed journali st believed that it did not mean that they 

are g iving low attention to corruption, but the number of pages publi shed per a week might affect 

the placement of stori es. 

The scale of the debate is therefore extensive and multifaceted. To generate achievable editorial 

policy and strategies targets w ith regards· to corruption coverage, there is need fo r more case 

studies on other private presses to allow fu rther assess ment of media's dimensions of the subject. 

Exploring the fo ll owin g as future research strateg ies can faci litate the attainment of thi s goal. 

The stud y has offered an e·va luative perspect ive on private presses practice 111 addressing 

corruption re lated iss ues, and was conducted in reference with Reporter and Addis Adl11GS 

through sampling indiv idua l arti c les . Hence, it could be d ifficult to generalize the subj ect under 

di scussion. As a direct consequence of thi s methodology, the study encountered a number of 

limitatiOlis, which need to be considered. 

In spite of what is often reported abo~lt the benefits of media and its role in theoretical and policy 

debates, press ' s ro le in expos ing corrupti on in pract ice has only offered some solution to the 

prevailing and persistent pu blic vulnerab ility and deprivation in Ethiopi a, particularly pity 

corruption such as nepoti sm, c lientism, and bribery were not given adequate coverage on the 

selected newspape rs. 
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5.2. Recommendations 

By fulfill ing its ro le as the Fou rth Estate, the press can bring reform s by harnessi ng c ivi c 

d iscourse. Furth erm ore, the med ia is pivota l since it can act as a condu it for information, ideas 

and opinions to assi st in good gove rnan ce o f soc iety. To thi s end, based on the finding of this 

study the researcher suggests the following spec ific po ints as a reco mmendation for both 

newspapers for future co ns iderat ion: 

.:. Repor/er and Addis Admas need to give more attention for specific instances of 

corrupti on themes espec iall y that o f bribery and nepoti sm, and clinti sm. The newspapers 

should move a ll its reso urces at its di sposal in expos ing such forms of corruption crimes 

observed in vari o us instilutions of the country . 

• :. Reporter and AddiS Admas have to continue their endeavor in expos ing corrupt practices 

al private in stitul ions and individuals. T he effort sho uld focus on uncovering systemati c 

abuse of power and expos ing co mpl icated corrupti on networks at individual level. 

.:. The newspapers have to further broaden th e ir horizon of authoring corruption stories by 

providing continuous traini ng of in vest igative reporting for their journalist. Reporter and 

Addis Admas have to use documents such as survey and annual reports as additional 

material s to support stories and must engage in the revelation of origina l corruption 

stories . 

• :. Addis Admas mus/ inc rease the num ber of feature stories on corruption as they can easily 

draw readers ' attention. To thi s end. the newspaper has to employ and organize a 

dedicated feature's team who are so lely assigned for embarking on in depth stories on 

co rruption . 

• :. Repor/er shou ld capital ize on its ro le as the forum for community discussion by 

broadening commentary secti ons on the newspaper. In particular, readers and potentia l 

stakeho lders should be enco uraged to ex press their ins ights in relat ion to corruption. The 

newspa per can in vite prominent professors from vari ous universities as guest writers . 

• :. Repor/er has to be efficient in plac ing co rru ption articl es in a suitable place . It must be 

careful from h idi ng sto ries in the middle of co ngested di splay and c lassified 

adverti sern~ nts . 
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.:. In general, Reporter and Addis Adl11as should steadfast ly continue the ir role as watchdog 

of the public interest with regard to the go vernm ent as well as the private institutions' day 

to day acti vit ies. As private ownecl press, the newspapers have to serve as strong tools in 

combat ing the perils of corrupti on in the public' s interest. 
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Appendices 

Appendices A: Coding Sheet (Reporter) 

of Theme of Source of Type of Individual! Author of Placement of 
ication Story Story Story Institution Story Story 

(Embezzlement, (Documents, (NewsJeoture, (Private (In-house writers, (Front page, 
fraud, an/i-corruption commenlalY, sector, news agencies, middle pages 
clienlelism, watchdogs, editorial, leller government unknown, readers and back pages) 
bribelY, nepotism law to the editor seClor, both and othel} 
and others) enforcemenl and others) and others) 

bodies, 
government 
officials, 
institutions, 
anonymous 
and others) 

,2006 Fraud FEAC News ind ividual I n house reporter Middle page 
;,2006 Fraud FEAC News indi viduals I n house repOlier Back pages 
;, 2006 Fraud Law News individual In house reporter Back pages 

enforcement 
;,2006 Bribery FEAC News individual I n house reporter Back pages 
:,2006 Embezzlement Others editorial s Government In house writers Front pages 

sector 
:,2006 Fruad FEAC News indi vidual In-house writer M iddle pages 
.2,2006 Other Other Commentary Government Reader Back pages 

sector 
,9,2006 Other Law News Private sector In house writer Middle pages 

enforcement 
19,2006 Embezzlement Documents Feature Government Reader Back pages 

sector 
!6,2006 Embezzlement FEACE News indiv iduals In house writer Back pages 
1,2006 Embezzlement Documents Feature Pri vate sector Reader Back pages 
.0,2006 Other Government News Both In hOllse writers Front pages 

officia ls 
10,2006 Embezzlement Law News Government In house writer Middl e pages 

enforcement sector 
10,2006 Others anonymous Feature Both Reader Back pages 

17,2006 Others documents Feature Both Reader Middle 
!4,2006 Others institutions News individual In house writer Back page 
1,2006 Others Anonymous News individual In house writers Middle page 
29,2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Govern ment In house writer Front pages 

6, 2006 Embezzlement Law News Government In house writer Middle page 
enforcement sector 

6, 2006 Embezzlement Law News Government In house writer Middl e page 
enforcement sector 

23,2006 Bribery FEACE News government In hose writer Front page 
23,2006 Others Anonymous News government In house writer Middl e page 
20,2006 Embezzlement Law News government In house writer Middle page 

enforcement 
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Dec. '.7, 2006 Embezzlement Institutions News Government I n house writers Front page 
')ec. 2j7; 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
. )ec .• ~7,' ~006 Embezzlement Law News Government In house writer Middle page 

enforcement 

~ lec. 27,2006 Fraud Institutions News Individual In house writer Back page 
[ lee. 27, 2006 Others FEACE Letter to the Both In house writer Back page 

editor 
- > 

l!gn. 4, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Front page 
J n·4 2006 Bribery FEACE News Government In hOllse writer Midd le 
'" ' J ~I11. 18,2006 Bribery Institutions Np.ws Government In house writer Front page 
~8,2006 Fraud Instituti on News Private sector In house writer Front page 

Jan' p,2006 Fraud Law News Govern ment In house writer Front page 
enforcement sector 

.Ian. J/S,2006 Embezzlement FEACE Ed itorial Government In house writer Front pages 
Jan. ~S,2066 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house wri ter Middle pages 

- sector 
Jan. :~5, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle page , 

sector 
Jan. '~S, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middl e pages 

sector 
~b. '2, 2006 Fraud FEACE News individual I n house writer Front page 
Feb. 'e 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle page 

I ' sector I 

Fp.b. '2 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Midd le page 
J ' sector 

Feb! 9, 2006 Fraud Institution News Indi vidual In house writer Back pages 
Feb. 9,2006 Other FEACE Letter to the Other In house writer Back pages 

I edilor 
Fill: 16, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
F~. 23,2006 Fraud Anonymous News Pri vate In house wri ter Front pages 

Fer ' 23,2006 Fraud Law News Indi vidual In house writer Middle pages 
enforcement 

~. 30,2006 Fraud FEACE News Individual In house writer Middle pages 
Mqr. 7, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
Mltr. 7, 2006 Other FEACE Letter to the Both In house writer Back pages 

J ed itor 
M~r. 14,2006 Other Institution News Government In house writer Front page 
J ! sector 

fv!br.i 14, 2006 Fraud Documents Feature Private sector Reader Back pages 
M lri 2 I , 2006 Fraud FEACE News Government In house writer Front page 

i sector 
Mar. 2 1, 2006 Other Document Feature Government Reader Back page 

I sector 
, 

Mar. 2 1, 2006 Other Anonymous Article Government Reader Back page 

A(; r. 5, 2006 
sector 

Fraud Law News Individual In house writer Middle pages 
enforcement 

pr. 19, 2006 Fraud Law News Private sector In house writer Front pages 
, enforcement 

.pr. 19, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
.pr. 19,2006 Bribery Other Letter to the Government Reader Back pages 
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-
editor 

ayJ, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government I n house writer Middle pages 
ay.~ O, 2006 Others FEACE News Government In house writer Front page 
~10, 2006 Embezzlement Institution News Private sector In hose writer Front pages 
lay .-jl 0, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house writer Middle pages 
lay. p 0, 2006 Fraud Document Letter to the Private sector Reader Back page 

edi tor 
Embezzlement FEACE News ~(I 7, 2006 

~17, 2006 Embezzlement Documents Alticle 
lay!24, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News 
1ay, 24, 2006 Fraud Documents Art ic le 

, 
'I Appendices B: Coding Summery (Reporter) 

Tbeme of Source of Type of , 
story story Story 

• 
I, 

Embezzlement Documents (8) News (50) 
,._" (29) 

41r~ud ( 18) anti-corruption Feature (6) 

,,- . (31) 
Clientism (-) law CommentOlY 

~ 

enforcement (1) 
(11) 

Bribery (5) government 
officials (1) 

Editorial (2) 

Nepotism (-) Institutions (8) Leffel's (5) 
Others ( 15) Anonymous (5) Artic les (3) 

Others (3) Others (-) . 

• 

Government In house writer Middle pages 
Private sector Reader Back pages 
Government In house writer Middle pages 
Private sector Reader Back page 

Individual/ Author of Placement of 
Institu tion Story Story , 

Private sector In-house Front page 
(10) writers (55) (17) 
government news agencies middle pages 
sector (35) (-) (28) 
Individual (14) unknown back pages 

readers (12) (22) 

Both (6) Other (-) 

Others (2) 

, 
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, -
i'\ppendices C: Coding Sheet (Addis Admas) 
I . __ 1<-'" , 

flte 'Dr Publication Theme of Source of Type of Individual! Author of Placement of 
Story Story Story Institution Story Story 

-; ..t 
(Embezzlement, (Documen ts, (News/eottlre, (Private (In-hause (Front page, I 

I ji-aud, anti- commenlO1Y, sector, lvrifers, news middle pages and I 
I clienlelism, corruption ed i toria/,Articles government agencies, back pages) , 
I bribel)" watchdogs, leller to the sector, both unlmolvn. .. --,1 nepotism and law editor and and others) readers and 

j 
others) enforcement othen) othel) 

bodies, 
- 1 government 

~ 1'1 
. officials, 

( institutions, 

~ '1 I anonymous , and others) r-:;--
Private sector In house 'R· 4.: :2006 Fraud FEACE News Front page 

_ . , I wri ter 
'po I 1,2006 Fraud Law News Private sector In house Front page 

enforcement writer 
--r;; 

Embezzlement FEACE News Govern ment In house Front page p. ~r 2006 
sector writer 

;1. 91, 200t!; Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

; 1. 1 6, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer -;tf ' 20~6 Embezzlement FEACE Commentary Govern ment Reader Middle page 
sector 

;U 3O;jOO6 Fraud Law News Government In house Front page I _~ enforcement sector wri ter 

)v. 7, 20,06 Fraud Law News Private sector In house Front page 
.', enforcement writer 

~c . t4,2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

:1- I ~, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

" ;. 28, 2006 Fraud . Law News Ind ividual In house Front page 
I enforcement writer 

e . 12,2006 Fraud Law News Government In house Front page 
enfo rcement sector writer 

0);. 12, 2006 Fraud Document Commentary Private sector Reader Middle pages 

l 26, 2006 Fraud Law News Pri vate sector In house Front page 
, enforcement writer 
'0. 26, 2006 Fraud Law News Government In house Front page 

enforcement sector writer 

'c.26, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
.. 3,2006 Embezzlement Documents Article Government Reader Back pages 

sector 
I. 10,2006 Other Institution News Private sector In house Front pages 

writer 
1.10,2006 Other FEACE News Both In house Front page 
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writer 

I. 24, 2004 Fraud Documents AlticJe Private Reader Back pages 

J.1,1006 Fraud FEACE News Private In house Front page 
writer 

b. 1,12006 Other Documents Article Both Reader Back pages 

b.81 2OO6 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

b. 8', 2006 Fraud Documents Commentary Individual Reader Front page 

b·12,2006 Fraud Law News Individual In house Front page 
I ' enforcement wri ter 

b.2:l,2006 Others Institution News Pri vate sector In house Front page 
... ; I wri ter 

b' il,2006 Nepotism FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

b1~ 2006 Others Anonymous News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

ar. ~ 8, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
I sector writer 

~~dt 20015 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
;. ~ :, sector wri ter 

ayl.{ ~2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 
sector writer 

11 . 7, 2006 Fraud Institutions News Private sector In house Front page ,. 
writer • 

,n 14, 2006 Fraud Documents Letter to the Pri vate sector Reader Middle pages 
. I ed itor 

;;:;:- 21,2006 Embezzlement Anonymous News Private sector Other Front pages 
111:-/2 1, 2006 Embezzlement FEACE News Government In house Front page 

sector writer 
111 .' 28,2006 Fraud Docliments Commentary Individual Reader Middle pages 

.. 

, 

j 
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Appendices D: Coding Summery (Addis Admas) 

Theme of Source of Type of Individual/ Author of Placement of 
story story Story Institution Story Story 

Embezzlement Documents (7) News (28) Private sector In-house Front page 
( 14) (12) writers (27) (29) 
Fraud (16) an/i-corruption Feature (-) government news agencies middle pages 

(16) sector (18) (-) (4) 

Clientism (-) law CommentGlY Individual (4) unknown back pages (3) 
enforcement 
(8) 

(4) readers (8) 

Bribery (-) government 
~fficials (-) 

Editorial (-) Both (2) Other (1) 

Nepotism (I) Institutions (3) Lellers (1) Others (-) 
Others (5) Anonymous (2) Articles (3) 

Others (-) Others (-) 
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Appendices E ' Observation check list 

cll ' I IdeIines Information to be filled by the staff members 
Remark 

C' I ItYand 
h Address of 

ead 
~ers 

"tYPe f 
o media outl et 

0 Wnersh' 
• Ip type 

, 

~ 
E:Stabl iShed 

t 

')'P 
.. erating for 

Narn 
e of registered owner 

J 
'-I ~ I 
" arne of pI' inting press the -' 

new , s paper uses 
, 

~ COpy , 

... 
Sales pe\"l SSlIe 

I" 

\ ~ C Urnber of employees 

'Working in the staff (with 

~lification) 

't-'hlll1ber of journali sts in 

the field to co ll ect local 

n ews 
l---. 

I'raini l1 g dtemes 

-

~ 
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I, 

.. .... 

I 
I 
i 
I 

I , 

I r ducational qua lificat ion of 
I 

,oumalists 

t;;; verage number of pages 

in an ed ition 

Language 
I 

I ' 
Percentage of number of 

pages ded icated for (%) 

I 

-Kind :of content 
• ( 'I 

I 
- ,-'- -

. 
j Sources of news 

-" 

-

, 
J 

I 

, -

=. t 
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Appendices F: Interview Questions for Journalists 

I . What are the prominent achievements of Reporter/Addis Admas in the fight against 

corruption? 

2. What are your major targets (focus) on corruption crimes? (Individuals vs. institutions/Private 

institutions vs. government institutions). 

3. How do you eva luate your sources in relation to corruption stories? What is your stand and 

handling mechanism on anonymous (hidden) sources? 

4. How do yo u assign journali sts to report on corruption stories? Are there any specific criteria? 

When and why do yo u use the expression <by staff reporter >? 

5. What are the precautions that yo u take whil e covering court proceedings of corrupti on cases? 

6. What kind of response do you receive from the private sector as well as the government when 

you report on corruption stories on them? Have they ever withdrawn advertisement from your 

paper? 

7. Can yo u exp lain your relati onship with anti-corruption campaigning organizations (such as the 

Federal Ethics Anti-Corruption Commiss ion and Transparency Eth iopia)? 

8. Some scholars argue that in vest igative reporting should not be <end product> of leaks or a 

report on a public agency in vestigation. Rather, they say it sho ul d be the journali st's own 

enterprise or orig ina l wo rk. What is yo ur stand on this? 

9. What are the major obstacles yo ur media house or j ournal ists face when covering corruption 

stories? 

10. Are there any tra inings or special considerations your media house provide to enrich its staff 

members ' endeavor of investigative reporti ng? 

II . Have you ever been charged because of yo ur coverage corruption stories? 

12. Are there any awards that Reporter/Addis Admas rece ived as a resul t of its corruption 

articles? 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration!!! 
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