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CHAPTER ONE 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Statement of the problem 

World wide in 1990's over one billion people are estimated to have a 

purchasing power of below a dolla r per day, which is the conventional 

demarcation of absolute poverty . It is commonly through to be associated 

with high and rapid popula tion growth. Regionally, South Asia an d Africa 

have the highest poverty ra te (IUSSP, 1994; Nicoll, 1997). In Sub Saharan 

Africa probably about 250 million people approximately about 95% of the 

popula tion is to day living on less th an $1 a day (Tizita 2001). 

The level of poverty in Ethiopia is one of the most serious in the world. 

Ethiopia remains one of the poorest despite rapid popula tion growth. 

Regarding the level of food poverty, ana lysis showed that the proportion of 

country's popula tion below food poverty line stood a t 42% in 1999/2000. 

The proportion for urban a nd rura l area was 41 % and 47% respectively 

(PMC, 2004). 

The 1993 World Bank s howed tha t the poverty line in urban a reas of 

Ethiopia is estimated a t birr 244 per month for family of five in 1992. Varity 

of da ta sources reported tha t in 1994 the approximate 8. 1 million people 

living in urban a reas of which about 4 .9 million was living below poverty line 

of which ha lf of these people were despera tely poor (The government of 

Ethiopia 1996 , cited in Tizita, 2001). 

Poverty has a lways been gendered phenomenon and its his torical data 

provide remarkably consistent picture of women 's experience of depl;vation 

over the last hundred years (Ruspini , 2004). Poverty is quit d ifferen t 

experience from tha t of men's because of s tructu ral causes of women's 

poverty to be found in the interaction between dependence; social exclus ion 

a nd socia l chan ge. 



Abstract 

Poverty in Ethiopia has been gendered phenomena that women were hardest hit 

by the problem oj poverty. Various researches attempt to explain women's poverty 

in relation to economic situations. Nonetheless, there is no or Jew research 

conducted on demographic responses oj women's poverty. ThereJore, this paper 

attempted to fill the gap considering the demographic responses in terms oj Jamily 

size, intention to migration, morbidity, marital status and Jamily planning. The 

data were collected from 422 women in Kolfe- Keranio sub city, Kebele 02/03 on 

the bases oj purposive and random sampling techniques. According to the 

descriptive analysis, most (68.5%) women have low monthly income less than 260 

Birr. which is below poverty line based on the current exchange rate. Moreover. 

majority oj them live in poor housing conditions that were constructed from poor 

materials. In addition to tha t, 2. 7 %oj women experienced an early marriage and 

22.3 % postponed marriage as result oj poverty . Further more. Chi square test oj 

independency was administered in order to identiJy any association that might 

exist between poverty status oj women and various ranges oj demographic 

responses to poverty. According to the Chi square test. morbidity. Jamily size and 

intention to move were Jound to have significant associations with poverty level oJ 

women. The muitivariate loglstic regress ion model revealed that respondents w ith 

better educational attainment have more intention to migrate as compared 

respondents with low educational attainment. The result oj multivariate logistic 

regression Jor contraceptive use revealed that those respondents with educational 

attainment oj primary and secondary and above use contraceptives 1.902 and 

3 .851 times greater respectively as compared to respondents with out schooling. 

In general, any poverty reduction strategy should take into account the 

demographic characteristics oj poor women accordingly; a progress can be made 

to alleviate the women's poverty in particular and at societal level in general. 
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In Ethiopia's tradition, the proper place women is said to be a t home, and 

husbands have more power than wives do in the control of family resource. 

It is a lso observed that the members do not share the poverty of the poor 

family equally. In poor family women often have responsible for managing 

the money where men control the main source of income. Therefore, women 

primarily bear the burden of family's poverty 

On the other hand, poor women have highest fertility at lower rate of calotie 

intake. At macro level interactions comprises the way in which households 

respond to poverty. Family formations , migration strategies and the way in 

which child bearing, dependence of and household size a ll directly affect the 

welfare (Rodgers , 1989).An importa nt aspect of poverty may be reduced by 

high fet-tility that large family size may facilitate labour market strategy but 

at the same time high fertility may be responsible for low incomes. 

The poor woman usually lacks assets as well as income and household 

materials. Poor woman usually live in shanty area and have too many 

children. The number of children they bear determines their status in 

society, especially sons. Because of their social responsibilities and unequal 

status, women are pat-ticularly dependent on their children for security. 

Poverty and low status of women are the primary cau se of rapid population 

growth (I USSP, 1994). 

The present internal structure of urban poverty in Addis Ababa in particular 

shows the fact that economic base and infrastructure levels are not in 

accordance with population size. Additional population would not only 

aggrava te the a lready existed socio- economic problems such as 

unemployment, housing, infrastructure, etc, but also rapid population 

growth would raise a serious problem to the city of Addis Ababa. 

AnlOng poor women especially women household heads seems to be the ones 

that are the most seriously affected by the problem in the city large number 

of woman are concentrated in the various resource poor categOlies of urban 

2 



population with out property and wealth. Gender based poverty assessments 

have found that wom en hit hardest by the problem of the problem of the city. 

The general fact shows that women earn low incom e. They a re uneducated , 

ma lnoUlished and over burdened with difficult tasks. Most of these women 

get their income from working in informal sector. These activities hinder 

them from saving and investing in the ways that th ey can improve their lives . 

Many of them live in squatter and slum a reas of the cily with low facilities 

[eRDA, 1997) . The present study a ttempts to analyse this s itua tion focu s ing 

on the demographic response of women 's poverty in Addis Ababa. 

1. 2 Rationale of the Study 

It is now widely accepted that poverty reduction stra tegies are of the major 

issue of the world even if the level of poverty varies from place to place a nd 

from county to country. Poverty affects a ll members of the society although 

there a re differen ces among men and women. We talk of poverty it is 

important to take account not only differences between womcn and men bul 

a lso the differences between women themselves, depending on their 

pOSition on the ladder of live defined the interaction of age and key events 

such as gainful employment, marriage, birth of children, divorce a nd 

widowhood among others. Although interests focused on women have a risen 

when a ttempting to reduce poverty, gender has generally been included as a 

variation of poverty problem. Different projects and governments a ttempted 

to reduce poverty than gender inequalities and consider women as providers 

of services not as individuals with rights, n eed and lives of their own. It is 

a lso difficult to say that women 's poverty that brought about the inclusion of 

wom en . resulting that the majori ty of them are poor. Moreover, women's 

poverty often thought of as directly linked to the proportion of households 

headed by women, thus rendering invisible women who live in a couple a nd 

their differen t experiences of living in poverty. Although , several studies have 

made on poverty in this county a closer look into these research work 

sh owed that there seem ed to be an appa rent failure in the studies to make 

the a na lyse of the dynamics of poverty from gender s ide. This study a ttempts 
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to see women's poverty. responses, and their copping strategies to get rid of 

poverty. S ince the attempt is to find out the degree of causa lity of women's 

poverty and their response to its , is hoped that it will give som e clue and 

informa tion for future programs that aim at the reduction of poverty. 

1.3 Objectives 

The ma in objective of this study is to investigate how demographic variables 

respond to women's poverty as well as to find out their rela tions hips. Based 

on this main objective the following specific objectives forwarded. 

1 Assessing the level of women's poverty on the basis of their income and 

Expenditure 

2 Explaining the living condition of the poor women with particular 

emphasis on housing conditions 

3 Analysing how each demographic vmiablcs respond to women's poverty 

and , 

4 on the bas is of the study finding to suggest some possible solution to the 

problem 

1.4 Research Questions 

1. Do households with low income a nd low educational level have large 

family s ize? 

2. Are women with low income , expenditure and poor housing conditions 

having a n intention to migrate? 

3. Does poverty a ffect marriage pattern? 

4. Is morbidity the out com e of low income? 

5. Do women use contraceptives to limit family size? 

4 
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1.5 Limitation of the Study 

The study is constra ined by lack of recent data in enriching the litera ture 

part tha t gender rela ted poverty issues a re very limited. One of th e 

difficulties faced during the fieldwork include th a t it was a time election and 

the s tudy popula tion put doubt about the researcher con sidering among one 

of the political pa rties. The s tudy a lso lacks the qualita tive aspect. except 

making little discussion with limited key informants becau se of financia l and 

time cons traint. 

Another limitation of the study is tha t the socio- econontic indicators a re 

indexed to ma ke poverty compa rison in terms of poor and bette r off instead 

of separa te an a lysis of each vaJiable. However , with some significant 

variables an attempt was made to see sepa rate ana lysis of each case of 

poverty indicators . 

1.6 Organization of the Thesis 

The study h as six cha pte rs. The first ch apter deals with statement of the 

problem , genera l a nd specific objectives, research question s, ra tionale and 

lintita tions of the s tudy . Cha pte r two consis t of the rela ted litera tures on 

global poverty, urban poverty is developing countries , profile of poverty in 

Ethiopia , women a nd poverty, hou sing conditions , demographic responses 

and features of poverty in Addis Ababa. The third chapter incorporates 

research design and methodology, which comprises of source of data, 

sampling techniques and method of ana lysis . The fourth cha pter deals wi th 

socio-economic and demographic characteris tics of the s tudy popula tion. 

Chapte r five deals with statis tical test of associa tion between predictor and 

respon se varia bles u sing chi- square . After association between response 

and predictor variables were tested further analysis were made using bina lY 

logistic regression. Fina lly, chapter s ix deals with summary, conclus ion and 

recommendations . 
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CHAPTER TWO 

2 . REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

2 .1. Global Poverty 

In the most comprehen s ive and wider-ranging s tudy to da te , the World 

Bank in its world development report, 1990 attem pted to es timate especially 

the m agnitude of third world poverty. 

Poverty affects large proportion of the world's population. There a re many 

parts of each country of the world including the richest in spite of their 

wealth where poverty is the p roblem. It was estima ted that about quarter of 

th e world 's population live in absolute poverty with out adequate basic need 

(UN, 1996). 

Any household with a n income in 1985 possess below $275 was categorized 

as extremely poor and those below $ 370 was classified as poor . During this 

time , t he highes t poverty ra te is found in su b-Sa ha ra n Afrtca- and followed 

by South Asia (Todaro. 1994). 

Region 

Table 1. 1 Poverty of the third world 1985 a nd 1990 

(World Bank es tima tes) 

1985 1990 
Extremely poor Poor( including extremely poor ) 

number Number Percent Number Percent 
(million) percent [In [million) 

million) 
SSA 120 30% 184 47.6 2 16 
East Asia 120 9% 182 13.2 169 
South Asia 300 29 532 5 1.8 562 
North Africa 40 2 1 60 30 .6 73 
Latin Amelica 50 12 87 22.4 108 
& Caribbean 
All developing 633 18 1,05 1 30 .5 1,1 33 

Source: World Bank. WOR. [1990) poverty [New York: Oxford University 

press. 1990) , table.2. 1.World Ba nk,WOR. 1992: Development and environment, 

49 .7 
11.3 
49.0 
33. 1 
25 

25.5 

[New York: Oxford Un ivers ity press , 1992. table 1.1) cited in Todaro [1994 :146) 

6 



In 1980s. the highest poverty occurred in East Asia . There has a lso been a 

decline in the incidence of poverty in south Asia. though this in la te 1980s 

was not s trong enough to prevent an increase in the number of poor people. 

Latin AmeIica. the CaIibbean and Middle East and North AfIican show an 

increase in both the numbers of the poor a nd incidence of poverty. Sub­

Saharan AfIica shows a n increase and slight increase in the proportion of 

poor. so that the concentration of poverty in Sub-Saharan AfIica is nearly 

equally to tha t of south Asia about half of the popula tion (Baden and 

Milward. 1995). 

World development report (1992) indicated that in 1985. some 1051 million 

people live below poverty line with an over a ll poverty rate of 30.5 percent 

extremely poor. where million people or 18 percent of developing world's 

population. 

In general. the poverty gap is highest in sub-Saharan AfIica. That is the poor 

in AfIica a re the poorer. even though less numerous. than the poor in south 

Asia. The next poorest region in terms of depth is south Asia followed by the 

Middle East and North AfIica. then Latin AmeIica and the Calibbean. In 

global telms. s ub-Saharan Africa. south Asia and the Middle East have the 

poorest records on social indicators. In sub-Saharan AfIica. for example. 

pIimary enrolment rates fell between 1980 and 1990 (world Bank. 1993 . 

cited in Baden and Milward. 1995). 

Comparing poverty in the 1970. and 1990s revealed that. although poverty 

remain concentra ted in rural Asia . the poor in 1990 are more likely than in 

1970 to be AfIican. Urban and specifically Urban women and children. (Ibid) 

Out of a popula tion of 580 million in the mid 1990s more than 270 million 

AfIican were living on daily incomes equivalent to less than a dolla r a day. 

250 million Aflicans did not have access to health services. The scale of 

poverty in AfIica is staggeIing and behind it is an immen se scale of 

individual tragedy and s uffeIing (World Bank. 2001) 
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2.2. Urban Poverty in Developing countries /' 

Poverty is neither limited to urban areas nor confined to third world 

countries. Actually, a number of scholars have argued that the forms and 

dimensions of poverty in urban areas are very different. Rural poverty is 

marked by its common connection with agriculture and land while urban 

poverty is more heterogeneous owing to its tie to various ways of income 

generation. Nonetheless. urban poverty remains to be a reflection of rural 

poverty (Assign, 1997). 

Urban poverty is u sually tied to the growth of urban population. Rural 

poverty undoubtedly contributes to urban population growth; an efforts to 

improve living conditions for urban poor may be to stimulate migration 

Lepton a nd Ravallion (1993) have pointed out that among other things , 

typically the highest incidence and severity of poverty are still found in rural 

areas. For many of the rural poor the only inunediate route out of poverty is 

migra tion to obtain a higher expected income a lthough often a more 

uncertain one. 

In certain cities after rural migration, a possible escape forms poverty 

Ooblessness, unemployment and low productive or, subsistence work). 

However, the problem is that the urban economy cannot readily absorb the 

great influx of rural poor. Therefore, this condition intensitfy competition in 

the geneml living condition of urban population and most urban dwellers 

particularly women migrants become poor (Gilbert and Gugler, 1992). 

For the past three decades, much of the developing world has witnessed 

unprecedented levels of urbanization with more people flocking to urban 

centres in search of better economic opportunities and improved standards 

of living. Several interrelated factors including politica l instabilities, civil 

wars and ethnic conflicts, deteriorating rural economies and living 

conditions in the country side, push and increasing number of people of 

cities (F'SS, 2003). 
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Unable to cope with the demand for service and face with sever resource 

constrain ts many cities in developing nations are beleaguered by widespread 

and fast spread urban poverty. Chronic urban poverty continues to affect 

large numbers of urban resident in cities and towns across Africa , Asia and 

Latin America. Based on per capita income, one estimate made in 1993 put 

the number of people considered to be below the poverty line at 328 million 

or 28 percent of total urban population of most developing countries (Devas 

Radodi, 1993, cited in FSS, 2001). 

Recent national and urban studies on move show that a third to a half of a 

specific na tion's urban population has income too low to a llow them to meet 

basic needs and thus considered below the poverty line. A study, which was 

conducted in 1999 coveting 21 sub-Saharan Africa countries, indicated that 

urban proportion of 15 countries considered below the poverty line ranged 

fom141 to 59 percent (Elizabeth, 1999; FSS, 2001:18) 

Table 1.2 Percentage of Population below poverty line of 15, SSA countries 

No Country Population Percent 
1 Gambia 40.09 
2 Mali 41.33 
3 Niger 41.60 
4 · Kenya 42.52 
5 Guinea 43.52 
6 Burkina Faso 44.16 
7 Uganda 44.84 
8 Madagascar 45.09 
9 Djibouti 45.40 
10 Ta nzania 49.58 
11 Centra l Africa Rep. 49.73 
12 Ethiopia 52.90 
13 Guinea Bissa u 52.91 
14 Zambia 53.35 
15 Swaziland 58.58 

Source: Ehzabeth Woldemanam, Cited FSS, 2001 
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2.3. An Overview of Poverty in Ethiopia ./ 

Recent estimates of poverty indicate that Ethiopia is one of the poorest 

nations on earth. Social and welfare indicators of the country is the worst 

even by African standards. With per capita income of 115 USD (World Bank, 

1999) Ethiopia ranked 170 out of 175. According to UNDP (1998). the 

human development index (HOI) for Ethiopia is one of the least 0 .244 

compared to HOI of 0.380 for sub-Saharan Africa. Health, education and 

welfare indicators are indeed depressing, Infant mortality is about 110/1000 

live birth, morbidity 212 persons/1000 and nearly 40% of children under 

five show symptoms of malnutrition, only 45% of population has access to 

h ealth services, primary school enrolment ratio may not be higher than 21% 

(Emtlas, 2001). 

Therefore, Ethiopia remains one of the poorest countries in the world despite 

a decade of rapid economic growth of 5.8%. Its poverty results from a 

number of stmctural factors including, geographica l location, extreme 

vulnerability to weather chocks, health hazards (HIV / AIDS; ma la ria, a nd TB) 

a nd lack of infrastmcture rapid population growth, a nd extreme 

environmental degradation. These factors have combined to lock substantial 

parts of the population in a poverty trap (Abebe, 1999). 

The statistical figure on the state of poverty would confirm what a casual 

observer would feel about poverty in Ethiopia; it is massive, chronic, and 

exceedingly deep and severe. Thus, the country is better known for its 

symbol of object poverty all over the world (FSS, 2003) 

According to FSS, the percentage of poor who could not secure the bare 

minimum needs for survival is estimated to be a round 45% in 1995/96. In 

tem1S of popular 1 USD a day per person in this figure is about 89%. The, 

measurement of poverty is sensitive to the determination of the poverty line. 
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The proportion of poor in Ethiopia whose total consumption expenditure was 

less than the total poverty line during the year 1990/00 was 44%. The 

proportions of people who are classified as poor are 37% in urban areas and 

45% in rural. With rapid urbanization and population growth rates and the 

stagnation of income. urban poverty has become a serious phenomenon for 

Ethiopia. Several factors have been contributed to the acute urban poverty in 

Ethiopia. among which rural-urban migration. high rates of natural 

increase. displaced people are prominent (Yassin. 1997) . 

According to the World Bank of 1992. it has been estimated that about 50-

60 percent of the households in Addis Ababa subsist on less than 200 bin­

per month. which is well below poverty line. Poverty has become rampant 

and wide spread in the city. According to the 1992 World Bank. findings 

about 60 percent of urban as well as rural were found to have fallen below 

the poverty line (World Bank. 1992 cited in FSS. 2001). Recent estimates 

a lso do not seem to show significant improvement in the over all poverty 

situation. 

In the context of Addis Ababa. it is a phenomenon involving issues related to 

income. labour market. public infrastructure and services. shelter. social 

execution etc. In this respect. a detail of these dimensions is a precondition 

for obtaining better out look about the extent of poverty in the city (Ibid). 

According to the house hold income and expenditure survey conducted by 

CSA shows that 41.5 percent of the house holds in Addis Ababa earn income 

less than Bin 4100 per year which means about 342 Birr per month. 

According to the same source. a little over one-third or 34.5 percent of the 

households spend less than Bin 550 a month. 

Regardless of the differences in their respective estimation of different 

researchers. the extent of the problem is increasing instead of diminishing 

(FSS.2001). 

II 



2.4. Women and Poverty 

Poverty is not gender free. Research has shown the differences between men 

and women in access and control of land, credit, technology, education, and 

health. Women's inequality in household decision-making and community 

and public participation is a well-documented event (WB, 2002). 

Another important generalization about poverty is that it affects a 

disproportionate number of women. If we compare the lives of inhabitants of 

the poorest communities across developing countries, it can be discovered 

that everywhere women experience the highest deprivation. Women are more 

likely to be poor and malnourished and less likely to receive health services, 

clean water, sanitation or other benefits. The prevalence of female -headed 

households, the lower earning capacity of women and their limited control 

over their spouses' income a ll contrtbuting to the problem. In addition. 

women have less access to education, formal employment, social security 

and government employment programs. These situations combine and 

worsen women's poverty (Todaro , 1994) 

The poorest segment of the third world population live in a household 

headed by women in which there are generally no women wage earners. In 

general, women in female -headed household have less education , lower 

income and higher fertility. In addition to greater burden on single parent, 

large household size is aSSOCiated with lower food expenditure (Ibid). 

Mothers who live a lone are particularly vulnerable when compared to 

marrted mothers, as they are less likely to have access to consumer goods. 

Alone living women may be more socially isolated than two-parent families. 

The initial economies which are immediately made in a s itua tion of reduced 

domestic income involve are education of social and leisure activities durtng 

holidays, hobbies and entertainment. In general, the economic poverty has 

important negative implication for the lives of poor women. Living in poverty 
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restricts the activities in which children can participate (Cohe et a !. , 1992, 

cited in Ruspini, 2004). 

Poor women in Ethiopia have very little access to la nd credit, and other 

productive sources, longer working days, women ill health, much higher 

rates of illiteracy and low levels of education relative to their counter parts. 

In addition to material deprivation, poor women experiences the qualitative 

dimensions of poverty such as lack of free time, poor self-esteem and 

dependency much more than poor men (FSS, 2001). 

The evidence for Ethiopia about female-headship and poverty is not easily 

aVailable. However, (Abbi, 1996 report cited in Girma, 1997) 14.3 percent of 

rural and 54 percent of urban households are headed by female -headship. 

Mohammed and Simon (1995) found that in Addis Ababa female household 

account for 37 percent and they are more represented in the lOW-income 

category. 

The degree of economic hardship may a lso vary widely with in households. 

In fact, among the poor the economic status of women provides a better 

indication of their own welfare, as well as that of their children. Existing 

studies of intra household resource a llocation clearly indicate that in many 

regions of the world there exists a strong bias against females in areas such 

as nutrition, medical care, education and inheritance. When household 

income is marginal , virtually 100% of women's income contributed towards 

household nutritional intake (Todaro, 1994). The persistence of low levels of 

living among women and children is conunon where the economic status of 

women remain low. 

2.5 Housing Conditions 

Housing is one of the necessities of man. It con siderably influences man's 

physical, mental and social well-being. For a ll accounts, it plays a central 
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role in shaping and determining human life. Therefore, as pointed out by 

Pioro (1967), cited in Daniel (2001:103) adequate and favoura ble housing 

conditions are necessary for the welfare and well-being of human be ing. 

Even though hous ing is one of the basic human n ecessities, millions of 

people around the world a re either homeless or inadequately occupying 

houses. 

Housing is a highly visible dimension of poverty. Perhaps that is why it 

constitutes such an emotive issue in so many cities of developing countries. 

The s ight of thousands or millions of people huddled in Shabby by 

accommodation with a minimum of servicing is certain to evoke some 

reaction from politicians and public a like. 

It is very easy to demonstrate the effects of poverty on housing. On a ny index 

of service provis ions, room dens ity or physical quality, a majoIity of urban 

population is living at standards that a re clearly unacceptable when 

compa red to the way most F:uropeans or North ArneIicans live. In urban 

China , homes ar e so crowded that every person occupies an average area of 

only 4.8 s quare meters (Gilbert et a l 1992: 14). In Greater Bombay 1997, 

h ouseh olds with an average of 5.3 persons live in one room . In Ghana room 

den sity range from 2.5 to 3 .2 in cities of Takoradi, Kumasi and Accra. In 

NigeIia, the average density in Lagos dwellings is 4.1 Persons per room (Ibid). 

In large cities, poor hous ing conditions are likely to be represented in the 

high proportion of people living in one room and paying high rents. Jobs a nd 

services may be available in the central a reas of those cities, but space is a t 

a premium. In small cities, the problems may be just the reverse. 

The differences in housing conditions in different developing countIies are a 

function of diffeling level of per capita income , the distribution of wealth, the 

ra te of urban growth and the form of societal organization. However , they 

a lso re flect difference in the responses of the poor in each city. S uch 

responses vary dramatica lly according to the poor own expansion of their life 
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kerosene lamps. The data showed th at out of total residential units, 74.1 

percent have toilets but the remaining 24.9 did not have toilets 

2.6 Demographic Responses 

Demographic responses oliginates from the theory of Malthus . It is said that 

the theolY of ma lthus is based on the theory of response theory. Responses 

resulting according to Malthus, from the lack of ba lance between resources 

a nd population. However, the most importan t illustration of the response 

theory in demography is the very concept of demographic transition, w hich 

was initiated in the recognition of the existence of response by popula tion to 

some forces of change like societal changes to moderniza tion (Ma rkos, 1997). 

In sh ort, changes in demographic structures as well as reproductive 

behaviour of population because of some forces had had initiated the 

development of the theory of demographic responses. The subject of 

demographic responses to socio economic ch anges h as Interested scholars of 

different fields but economists, sociologists and demographers are the 

forefront. For example the work of kingsley Davids is one whose study is 

relevant to demographic responses. The demographic transition of the 

population of western world that Davids give an excellent framework of 

analysis for demographic responses to social and economic changes followed 

by industrialization process in this society (Hackenberg a nd Henary ,1985) 

According to Davids the process of demographic change and response is not 

only continuous but also reflexive and behavioural. Reflexive in a sense that 

a change in one component is eventually a ltered by a change it h as induced 

in other component and behavioural in a sense that the process involves 

human decisions in the pursuit of goals with the varying mean s and 

conditions( Hackenberg and Henary, 1985). 
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2.7 Features of Poverty in Addis Ababa 

The population of Addis Ababa has been increased from time to time there 

by aggravating the cities problem. In the study of poverty analysis one has to 

establish a poverty line . i.e. minimum monthly income needed for 

purchasing for food and non food items. According this. figure for city of 

Addis Ababa in 1967 was 77 Bin. That is 47 Bin for food and 30 for non 

food items . In 1978 it increased to 94 Bin (56 Bin for food and 38 for non­

food items) and the figure 1982 rose to 133 Bin i. e. 78 and 55 Bin for food 

a nd non-food items respectively. For the year 1992 several assumptions were 

made of which the prominent ones was 244 Birr (193 for food and 51 for non 

food) with various average calorie intake and household size (WB. 1992) 

In 1976. it was explained that 51 % of the popula tion of Addis Ababa was 

living below poverty line and this figure increased to 56% in 1978. Whereas 

the number of poor increased form 504.900 to 630.200 during this time. The 

percentage of population who could not afforded the cost for minimum food 

basket was estimated at 33% and 34% in 1976 and 1978 respectively. 

A study made by world Bank in 1982 indicated that the average poverty 

threshold of Addis Ababa in 1978 was estimated to Bin 135 per month per 

household size of 5.3 According to this estimation 69 percent of the 

household in Addis Ababa had income below the absolute poverty threshold . 

According to the Addis Ababa water supply authority of 1981. the threshold 

increased to Bin- 165 and with this level about 77% of the household s ize 

lived under the threshold (Daniel. 2001 ). 

According the result of the 1984 census. 35 percent of the households in 

Addis Ababa live a t subsistence level. i.e. with monthly income estimated at 

Birr 170 per household (IW. 1984. Goitom. 1995) cited in Yassin. 1997:26). 

Poverty hit percentage of population increased from 45.4 percent in 1990 to 

51.4 percent in 199 1 and to 63 percent in 1992. The group tha t is affected 

by food s hortage a lso significantly increased from 1990 to 1992. 
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The World Bank (1992) indicated that, if 244 Birr per month for a family of 

five is con s idered , as poveliy line for Addis Ababa was 60 percent (1.14 

million) of estima ted 1.9 million population of Addis Ababa were poor. 

An other s tudy made by Peterson (1999) the level of poverty is increasing 

from time to time. It is estima ted that more than half of Addis Ababa's 

population (more tha n 1 million of total population of 2.1 million) is living 

below poverty line. About 80 percent of popula tion suffers from the results of 

ba d hou sing circums tances. The expenses used for food water and energy 

take more than 70 pe rcent of their income. 

According to Solomon (1 993). 53 percent of the population were under 

poverty while 43 percent were under food poverty based on monthly 

household income. As study shows, the weight of poverty falls most on 

certain hou sehold groups. Accordingly, one would expect high incidence of 

poverty among female h eaded (widowed , divorced and single). One would 

a lso expect the sam e among beggar hou sehold and household h cadcd by old , 

less educated , self employed and retired people. For instance, Solomon 

(1993) indicated that 72.2 percent of over all fem ale sample households earn 

a monthly income of 100 birr or less while only 25 percent of over all m ale 

sample hou seholds were in the same income group. 

According to Peterson (1999). the capacity of local government to manage the 

city is inadequate and crime, the number of street children and homeless 

persons, traffiC congestion a nd poverty is increasing. About 80% of the total 

population suffers foml results of bad housing circumsta nces. The expen ses 

need for food; water a nd energy take more than 70 percent of their da ily 

income. 

Experiences have proven that urban areas grow in population thus: 

govenmlent and the community a re facing increasingly pressure to provide 

services a nd infrastructures facilities a nd effectively to coordinate and, 

manage the development of cities and towns. Since as few decades. due to 
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both high rates of natural increase and arrival of large number of migrants, 

the population of Addis Ababa has been rapidly increasing there by 

intensil'ying the city's problems. 

2.8 Definition and Analytical Framework 

A person may be viewed as poor when he or she does not have adequate 

access to the necessities of life such as food , clothing, shelter, education and 

h ealth care. It is well accepted that poverty is multidirectional phenomenon, 

which is a t best only partially captured in data based on estimates of income 

or consumption expenditure. Indeed, poverty in developing countries is far 

more comprehensive state of being, which encompasses not just matenal 

want but also powerlessness and marginalization (Ghosh, 1998) . 

According to the World Bank Report (2001) cited in Tassew and Tekie 

(2002: 112) poverty has many dimensions extending beyond the level of 

income. The first dimension is material deprivation (lack of opportunity), 

which is measured by an appropriate concept of income or consumption. 

The second dimension is low achievement in education and health (low 

capabilities).These two dimension of poverty have been recognised by the 

world development report of 1990, the third and the fourth dimensions of 

poverty are vulnerability and exposure to nsks or low level of secUlity a nd 

VOiceless ness. 

The most common definition of poverty in developing countries refers to 

matenal consumption, and expenditure for fulfilment of life. Other factors 

associated with poverty a re lack of income a nd productive assets associated 

with poverty and hunger, malnutrition, greater morbidity a nd higher 

mortality rates ( Tassew and Tekie (2002: 113) . 

Therefore , women's poverty and demographic behaviour and inte rtwined in 

ways which make it often difficult to disentangle cause and effect and one 

can understand that there exist two-way natures of interactions among the 
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valiables. However, for the sake of this study poverty is considered as 

explanatory variable, while demographic variables are taken as response 

variable. 

2.8 .1 Measuring Poverty 

Measuring poverty seems to have primarily a lleged on distinction between 

absolute and relative poverty. Absolute poverty is a s ituation of insufficient 

command over resource independent of the general style of living in society 

which refers to the condition where households a re unable to lead a 

minimum desirable level of living (the minimum needs and amount of money 

required to satisfy those needs).It is associated with subsistence poverty. On 

the other hand, relative poverty is situation relative deprivation that depends 

on the genera l style of the society. Relative poverty is the comparison 

between living standard of the poor and living standard of other members of 

the society who are not poor usually involving measure of average standard 

of those societies in which being studied (Daniel, 2001, FSS, 2002) . 

The third type of poverty is subjective poverty, which aims to elicit local 

people's conception of poverty deplivation and to harness their own priOlities 

in the complex and heterogeneous societies in which they live. This approach 

explicitly recognized that poverty is inherently subjective judgments in 

individuals make up about what constitutes socially acceptable minimum 

standard of living in a particular society. The amount of income and 

expenditure individuals believe to sustain this minimum standard of living is 

subjective poverty (Towsend, 1979, Mark, 1985) cited in Tizita (2001). 

Poverty measurement assumes that tl1ere is a pre determined and well­

defined level of standard of living called poverty line below, which a person is 

deemed to be under poverty that is the extent to which the survival of an 

individual is ilireatened. In fact, in most societies especially in poorest 

societies the idea of wh at comprises poverty might go beyond the attainment 
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of absolute minimum need for survival . Hence, poverty exists but values 

differ based on their location and type in which people live (FSS, 2002). 

Analytical Framework 

Socio-economic and 

demographic Characteristics 

o Age 

o Religion 

o Occupation 

o Education 

Women's povel1y 

Indicators 

o Income levels and 

expenditure 

o Housing conditions 

o Household amenities 

Source : Developed by wrtter 
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Demographic responses 

o Family size 

o Marriage 

o Morbidi ty 

o Migration intention 

o Family plann ing use 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3. DATA SOURCES AND METHODS OF ANALYSIS 

Different data sources and methods implemented to obtain infom1ation on 

age, religion. ethnicity. mantal status. family size. employment. education. 

housing conditions. migra tion. health condition and family planning 

information. 

3.1 Secondary Data Sources 

Data from secondary sources collected from different materials such as 

books. journals. internet and different documents. The secondary data 

sources used to enrich the related literature and some topics of the research. 

3.2 Primary Data 

The primary data sources collected through detailed householrl ""urvey based 

on structured questionnaire and interview. 

3.3 Survey Methods and Sampling Procedure 

The households were the prin1ary sampling unit in this study. Sample 

households are designed to apply both purposive and random sampling. 

First of all the study area is purposely selected among other comer of Addis 

Ababa where it is one disadvantages area of the city. Secondly women from 

kebele 03/02 of kolfe- keranio who are female headed are chosen purposely 

from the list of kebele. Lastly. after completion of the female-headed from , 
kebele list, by excluding the already selected women random sampling 

applied on cun'ently manied women (male headed). 

23 



3.4 Sample Size Determination 

In this study, 422 women a re purposely and randomly interviewed. The 

sample s ize determined based on the following formula and assumption 

(KurtzR., 1983). 

n =p (l -p) (z/e)2 where: 

n = is the size of the sample 

z = is the standa rd ' n om1al value corresponding to the deSired level of 

the confidence 

e = EITor of precision 

p = is an estin1ate of population 

Assumptions 

1 In the absence of the previous prevalence data on population under , 
study, and 

50% (0.5) 

to obt~in the maximum sample size, p is assumed to be 
, 

2 Margin of error, e =5% is accepted . 

3 A confidence interval 0[ 95% is assumed (za =1.96) 

n= (1.96)2 * 0.5 (1 -0.5) + 10 =422 

(0.5)2 

For non-response e rrors, 10 % of contingency added to the sample size. 

3.5 Data Collection Instruments 

A s tructured questionnaire are prepared for the survey first in English 

and then translated in to AmhariC language to collect the deSirable 

infom1a tion. The s tructured questionnaire u sed as ins trumen t of the 

resea~ch needed for quantitative ana lysis. 

[n data collection process, 12 female interviewers based on their' 

education and those who have experiences in survey are recruited. They 
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were a lso given training on the content of the questiol1l1a ire and 

interviewing techniques for three days . At the same time three 

supervisors recruited and trained a t the same time who closely follow the 

process of data collection. Moreover. the principal researcher conducted 

focused group discussion while the da ta collection process is in progress. 

The discussion was h eld with few selected women to emich the 

qua litative aspect the research and in order to find out information 

missed by the questiol1l1a ire. 

3.6 Data Processing and Analysis 

After fieldwork is completed and questiol1l1aires are edited and coded , the 

data entered in to computer a nd processed by using SPSS soft ware. With 

the help of this program descliptive ana lysis frequency distribution of the 

relevance, variables a re made. Chi- square test and correlation coefficient 

a re applied to see the association between different variables. Lastly, 

multivariate techniques a re used to see further relation ships between 

valiables and impacts of predictors on response variable . 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

4. SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPmC 

CHARACTERISTICS OF STUDY POPULATION 

4.1. Age of the Respondents 

The age of respondents classified by age group depicts uniformity with 

slight difference that excepting in the lower and higher ages. Large 

proportion of the respondents lies in the age group of 35-39. which 

account for 19.2% and the lowest 15-19 (0.7%). 

The da ta on age is velY important for the description and analysis of 

socio economic characteristics . Age composition is the product of past 

fertility . morta lity and migration trends and in tum influences the trend 

in population increase. The age structure of study population is 

indicated in the table 4.1 

Table 4 . 1 Percentages of respondents by age group 

Age group Number Percent 

15- 19 3 .7 
20-24 23 5.5 
25-29 51 12.1 
30-34 55 13.0 
35-39 81 19.2 
40-44 68 16.1 
45-49 49 11.6 
50-54 41 9.7 
55-59 23 5 .5 
60-64 14 3.3 
65+ 14 3.3 

Total 422 100.0 
Source: field survey 
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4 .2 Religion and Ethnic Composition 

Table 4 .2 Percentage distribution of respondents 

by religion and ethnicity 

Ethnicity 

Religion Oromo Amhara Tigre Gurage 

Orthodox 75 214 19 31 

Muslim 8 12 2 14 

Protestant 10 8 2 1 

Catholic 2 

Others 1 

Total 94 236 23 46 

Source: Survey result, 2005 

Total 

Others 

18 357 

36 

5 26 

2 

1 

23 422 

According to the above table majority of the respondents a re Amhara 

followed by Oromo, Guraghe and Tigre. Concerning to religion orthodox is 

the dominant followed by Muslim and protestant respectively. 

4.3 Marital status of the Respondents 

Table: 4 .3 Percentage of respondents by marital statu s 

Marital status Number Percent 

Single 23 5.5 

Currently married 234 55.5 

Divorced 64 15.2 

Widowed 101 23.9 

Total 422 100.0 

Source: FIeld survey, 2005 

Table 4.3 shows the percentage of respondents by marital statu s. With 

respect to marita l status , 188 households are fema le headed and the 

remaining 234 are cun-ently ma rried women. The female-headed category 

includes widowed, d ivorce and single. Accordingly, more than ha lf of the 
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respondents (55.5%) are currently married women and the remaining 

(44.5%) are female headed. 

Marital status is one of the detemlinant factors in ilie well-being of women. 

If ilie women who are manied, it is expected that iliey may be in better of 

position as compared to single, widowed and divorced. Especially women 

living alone are among ilie poorest segment of these groups. Female-headed 

household are not belonging to labour force participation that is why they 

appear to have considerably lees access to income. On the other hand, 

married women a re also seen less likely to undertake employment because 

their live is committed to domestic duties including child bearing. 

4.4 Income Distribution of the Respondents 

It is very difficult to create a kind of strong association between different 

socio economic variables and income of ilie households. However, in this 

stuuy an attempt has made to make poverty analysis based on income and 

expenditure of ilie househ olds . Income has traditionally used as a measure 

of material deprivation. Moreover, in developing countries setting ilie 

households are likely underreportlng ilieir income. 

Distlibution of respondents by income is one of the central analyses of 

poveli:)' of women. Therefore, in this part an attempt is made to assess ilie 

income distribution of the respondents in kebele 02/03 of kolfe- keranio sub 

city of Addis Ababa .The percentage distribution of respondents by their 

income is presented in ilie table 4.4 

It is observed iliat out of 422 respondents, 230 of iliem earn their own 

income from different sources while ilie remaining 192 respondents were 

entirely dependent on ilieir husband's income and oilier sources. As far as 

ilie type of activities concerned, majority of iliem found to be engaged in 

informal sector, but few respondents are reported as government 

employees.The survey result reveals that 27.7 percent of women earn a total 
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of monthly income below 100 Bin. The number of women who earn income 

above 500 Bin is about 7 .5 % of the total respondents . Those who are 

dependent on their husband have relatively better tha n those who a re in the 

category of widowed , divorced and single. Again, when income is reclassified 

on the base of USD equivalents both income earners by themselves and 

those who are dependent on their husbands and other sources a re jointly 

about 68.5% of them earn below 260, and 31.5% above 260 Bin. Those who - --earn more than Birr 3§.Q-is taken as abov~rty line while those who earn 

less than 260 Bin can be considered below poverty line and based on the 

justification cited above. The average income of the study area is 240.8 Bin, 

ranging from 30 Birr, which is the lowest to-1200, Bin the highest. 

Male-h eaded households found predominantly in the middle a nd upper 

group income categOlies. This is perhaps due to the reason that most of 

female head households covered by the survey a re in low fornls of self­

employment activities and earn the least income as compared to their 

counter parts. 

Ta ble 4.4 Percentage respondents according to their income distribution 

Income (Bin) Number Percent 

below 100 117 27.7 

101 -200 132 31.3 

201-300 77 18.2 

301-400 38 9.0 

401-500 26 6.2 

501-600 12 2.8 

above 600 20 4.7 

Total 422 100.0 

Source :Fleld survey,2005 

If we take only female heads out of the total households, which have their 
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own income (86.1%) ean1 income less tha n 260 Birr while the remaining 

13.3% reported to have income above 260 Birr. 

4.5 Types of Occupation 

As far as employment activities are concen1ed the majority of the 

respondents are engaged in infonnal sector. Particularly, female-headed 

households covered by the survey a re working in the low fonns of self­

employmen t activities such as vending, petty trade and oth er small-scale 

commerce from which they obtain their daily income. 

Few women who are working out s ide h ome and earn sma ll portion of the 

household income, play an important role and are able to assert their 

position in household. One of their problems is that female work 

opportunities are limited . Few opportunities that exist a re of s uch low statu s 

that women are not eager to take them unless there is oth er m eans of 

s urvival. 

Table 4.5 Percentage distribution of respondents according to 
types of occu pation 

Occupa tion Number Percent 

Petty tr ade 79 18.7 
Maid servant 21 5.0 
Office cleaner 18 4.3 
House wife 196 46.4 
Da ily laborer 52 12 .3 

Others 56 13.3 
Total 422 100.0 

Source: Field survey 
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4.6 Distribution of the Expenditure 

In order to analyze the living conditions of a given popula tion one would 

nomlally require data on family income . It is however. difficult to obtain 

satisfactory and reliable data on income because many households intend to 

under report their income. Due to this major short coming of this study 

depends on expenditure (food and non food) side by side in order to see 

rough estimation of poverty. The refore. the monthly expenditure of the 

households is one of the indicators of their economic well-being. Despite the 

variation of monthly expenditure of households due to different 

socioeconomic characteristics of the respondents. the general monthly 

expenditure is shown below in table 4.5 which is quite different. The monthly 

expenditure ranges from less than 100 Ethlopian Birr to more than 600 Birr 

ranging with the lowest expenditure of 30 birr to the highest of 1175 Bin' 

and the mean is about 264 Birr. 

Table 4.6 Percentage of respondents according to their monthly expenditure 

distribution 

Expenditure(Birr) Number Percent 

Below 100 50 11.8 
101-200 137 32.5 
201-300 107 25.4 
301-400 61 14.5 
401 -500 35 8.3 
50 1-600 11 2.6 
Above 601 21 5.0 
Total 422 100.0 

Source: survey result. 2005 

As it can be seen from above table that 11 8% of the respondents have spent 

below 100 Birr in a month. The highest proportion of the respondents 

observed in the expenditure category of 101 -200 Birr. About 5% of the 

respondents also have spent more than 600 Birr in a month. 
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The h ousehold's expenditure is further divided between food and non-food 

expenditure. The non-food expenditure include money spent on clothing, 

house rent, water and light, telephone, education beverage, social activities 

like 'idir' and others. Almost a ll of the respondents spend their monthly 

income for food. Table 4.7 revealed that about 58.3 percent of the 

respondents spent less than 100 Birr on food items. It is observed that more 

than two fifth of the respondents found to spent on food 100 to 400 Birr, 

with very few exceptions who spent more than 400 Birr. As far as the non­

food expenditure is concerned house rent, fuel (for cooking) education fees 

and social activities are some of the very common expenditure of the 

respondents. 

Those households who calIDot satisfy their needs are suffeling from 

shortage of both food and non-food items. Because of the low income of the 

household, it may not be sufficient to meet both the minimum food 

requirements and non-food items. Out of the total respondents, about 73% 

reported that their income could not cover their monthly expenriit.ure. On the 

other hand, about 72.5 percent of the respondents faced food shortage in 

their lifetime. 

Table 4.7 Percentage of respondents according to monthly expenditure 
for food items 

Expenditure(Birr) Number Percent 

Below 100 246 58.3 
101-200 120 28.4 
201 -300 46 10.9 
301-400 8 1.9 
401 -500 1 .2 
501 -600 1 .2 

Total 422 100.0 
Source: Survey result, 2005 
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4.7 Family size and income 

The table 4.8 presents the distribution of respondents by their income and 

family size. It is revea led that women whose income is low. their family size 

was large. Relatively from low-income category of women, abo ut 82.1 

pel'cent of the respondents have family size of 1-2 as compared to 17.9 

percent of having 1-2 members in the family whose income is above 260 

Birr. This implies that the higher proportion of women of the low-income 

group intends to restrict their families. As the size of family increases from 

three to six members, the number of income earners be low 260 BilT 

increases. For instance, about 67.9 percent of the households who earn 

below 260 Birr have large family size (more than nine) members in contrast 

to who earn more than 260 Birr (32.1 percent) with Simila r family size. 

Statistica lly there is a significant association between income and family 

size. 

Table 4.8 Percentage distribution of respondents by income and 

family size 

Income 
Fanlily 
Size Below Above Tota l 

260(Birr) 260(Birr) 

N % N % N % 
1-2 23 82.1 5 17.9 28 100 
3 ·4 85 76.6 26 45.0 III 100 
5·6 93 71.0 38 29 13 1 100 
7-8 53 53.5 46 46.5 99 100 
9+ 36 67.9 17 32.1 53 100 
Total 290 68.7 132 3 1.3 422 100 

Source: Survey result, 2005 

4.8 Educational Characteristics of the respondents 

Table 4.9 presents the lite racy level of the study population. It is seen tha t 

out of the tota l house holds 27.2 percent have no schooling, whereas 

33 



informal education( 19 %), primaly(32.5%l.secondary (lS.7%)and higher 

education (2.6). 

Table 4.9 Percentage of respondents by their level of education 

No. Educational leve l of the respondents 

Number Percent 
1 No schooling 115 27.2 
2 Informal SO 19 
3 Primary 137 32.5 
4 secondary 79 lS.7 
5 Diploma 11 2.6 

Total 422 100 

Source: survey result, 2005 

We can say that the educational level of women is very low. Because of the 

low level of education majority of women have low monthly income and that 

may be the reason that they are most likely very poor and tllis association is 

observed statically significant. The level of education has direct relation ship 

with their income. Thus, lower educational attainment a lso found to be 

related with their low expenditure capacity. 

Education is among the factors influencing the participation of women in 

the labour force . The data tend to VaIY with the mode of employment appears 

to be a function of the opportunities existing within the household 

production activities. Better-educated women generally belonging to upper 

income groups, that tend to join the labour force as professional or in the 

white-collar occupation. A higher level of women's education was found to be 

negatively associated with self-employment. Less educated or illiterate 

women belonged to low income households who would take up jobs as 

maidservant or participate in female self-employment. In general, the 

highest proportions of illiterate women are found among those belonging to 

the low income. There is a significant association between the level of 

edu cation and income level (% 2 =29 .97, p < .000). 

As far as sending their children to school are concerned among school age 

children there are about 20.6 percent dropout during the survey time. Of 
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this about 13.8 percent is due to low income to send their children to school 

and rather made them to leave school and working in income generating 

activities. Child work appears to be tnfluenced by availability of employment 

opportunities as unpaid family workers and the subSistence needs of the 

household. The relation ship between this work pattern and family members 

is dtfficult to interpret. Child labour may reduce poverty in short term. 

Group discussion was held with few key informants and accordingly they 

replied that they are unable to send all of the age children to school rather 

they made them to attain tum by tum. This means that until those who are 

attaining school will complete the other will wait. It seems that educational 

attainment and poverty have some kind of relation ship. As the educational 

status of women increases, the incidence of poverty among their households 

decreases. This implies that edu cation is a major factor in determining 

household well being. 

Table 4 .10 Percentage of respondents by their educational level and family 
size 

Educational level Family Size 

1-4 5-8 9+ Total 
N % N % N % N % 

No Schooling 39 28.1 61 26.5 15 28.3 115 27.3 

Informal 22 15.8 44 19.1 14 26.4 80 19.0 

Primary 41 29.5 78 33.9 18 34.0 137 32.5 

Secondary and 37 26.6 47 20.4 6 11.3 90 21.3 
above 

Total 139 100.0 230 100.0 53 100.0 422 100.0 

SOUl-ce: Survey result, 2005 

With the exception of higher-grade level, the majority of respondents have 

large family size. For instance, there are households who have more than 

nine members in the house even if their number is too low in the category 

their educational attainment is higher as compared to the other categOlY. 
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The chi-square result depicts that there is an association between incomes, 

expenditure and education and significant at (% 2 =46.380, P value < 0.05) 

and on the other hand there is a positive correlation between family size and 

expenditure with Pearson's correlation coefficient of .207. 

5.9. Housing Conditions 

The housing of the study are is classified based on tenure system. It was 

private (54%) Kebele, (10.9%), rent (from private, 21.1 %), illegal houses 

(2.6%) and others (6.4%) . Of course , it is clear that poor housing conditions 

and availabiliiy of facilities are one of the dimension of poveriy. The majoriiy 

of the houses in the study area are constructed from poor materials. 

Therefore, housing as an indicator may represent individual's status, level of 

income and considerable degree of self-image. The houses made of different 

materials like the wood and mud account for 92.9 % followed by stones, 

which is only, 3 .6%. Houses made of stone and bricks are of the better 

qualiiy but in the study area, it is the lowest(less than 6 %). 

Table 4.11 Percentage of respondents according to their iype of 
wall of houses made of. 

The wall of the house Number Percent 
constructed 
Brick 4 .9 
Stone 15 3.6 
Wood and mud 392 92.9 
Others 11 2.6 

Total 422 100.0 
Source: Field survey, 2005 

On the other hand, the floor of the houses made from different materials, 

which was indicated in table 4.12 includes earth (52.4%), cement (41.5%)' 

Wood (2.4%) and only 3.8 percent of the houses have plastic tile . As far as 

the room is concerned, about 67.2% of the houses have 1-2 rooms and about 

23.9% houses have three rooms. The average number of persons per room is 

apprOximately 2.7. 
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Table 4.12 Percentage of respondents according to their type of floors 

of the houses made of. 

The Floor of the Number Percent 
house made of 

Wood 10 2.4 
Cement 175 41.5 
Earth 221 52.4 
Plastic tile 16 3.8 

Total 422 100.0 
Source: Fleld s urvey, 2005 

4.9.1 Housing Facilities and Amenities 

The distribution of the housing unit by the source of water supply presented 

in the following table 4.13 of the total housing units, the highest proportion 

(44. 8%Jobtaln water from private tap with in the compound, while 34.6 % of 

women get water from publici shared tap a nd 17.8% buy water from private 

tap. 

The availability of sanitary conditions is considered as the most valuable 

indicator of the quality of housing unit. Thus, the availability of the basic 

facilities is essentia l for realizing a suitable environment for the well- being of 

the community. With respect to sanita tion, the area is located in the major 

waste disposal of the city known as 'koshe' where it is not suitable for the 

health of respondents especially those who a re adjacent to it. Probably it is 

one of the health problems of the community. 
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Table 4.13 Percentage of respondents by the supply of water for the 
household . 

Supply of Wa ter for Number Percent 
household 
Private tap 189 44.8 
Public tap 146 34.6 
Buying from private 75 17.8 
tap 
Others 12 2.8 

Total 422 100.0 
Source: FIeld survey, 2005 

Concerning the availability of toilet facility of a ll housing unit, (18.5%) have 

no toilet at all and they u se open spaces. (39.8%) have their own toilet while 

the remaining (41.7%) of the respondents use common or shared toilet. 

Those who use open space really s uffer a lot in disposing their wastes. Some 

of the respondents told tha t they collect it in plastic materials and put it in 

open space during nighttimes and early in the morning. They chose this time 

in order of being free from s ight. This condition creates some psychological 

and social problems in their day-to-day interaction. Table 4 .14 s hows the 

proportion of toilet facility of different categories. 

Table 4.14 percentage of respondents by toilet facility 

Toile t Facility Number Percent 

Private 168 39.8 
Common 176 4 1.7 
No toilet 78 18.5 
Total 422 100.0 

Source: Field Survey, 2005 

With the regarded to household amenities among the respondents about 

41. 2%, 74.2% and 76. 8 %h ave no radio, television and telephone 

respective ly. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5. BIVARIATE AND MULTIVARIATE ANALYSIS 

[n the previous chapter the correlates of poverty at household level, using 

the bivariate cross tabulations were examined. In order to check the stability 

of association between poverty status and demographic response of women a 

multivariate analysis is considered in the presence of selected influencing 

predictors separately for variables such as intention to migrate. morbidity. 

and desire to linlit family size, marriage and family planning( contraceptive 

use). The following table 5.1 presents bivariate cross tabulations among the 

dependent variables and independent variables. 

[n the section, those factors related with poverty of women are examined 

using logistic regression. The objective of logistic regression is to find the 

best fitting model that describes the relation ship dependent variable and a 

set of, which are dichotomous and a set of explanatory variables. The 

explana tory variables are selected socio economic variables in to poor and 

better of. In order to fit the model using the logistic regression analysis the 

dependent variable becomes the odd ratio of independent variables. 

In = -IL = B + B,x, + B,x2 +-- --- -BnXn 

I -p 

The natural logarithms of the odds of dependent variables predicted by the 

linear function of independent variables. Here refers to chances of success 

where p- l refers to failure. 

It if further based on the concept of odds ratio. The ratio of the number i=of 

events to the number of events and regression coefficients (B) can be 

intercepted as the change in the log odds associated with one unit change 

independent variables increases one unit if B is positive the factor will be 

greater than one, which means that the odds are increased. If B is negative , 
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the factor will be less than one, which means that the odds are decreased 

(SPSS Inc , 1989, cited in Mujreb, 1997). 

Table 5.1 Bivaliate Cross Tabulations of Variables 

Variables Likely hood Cramer's v 
ratio 

value Asp.Si value Sig 
g(2-
sided 

Desire to limit 
family size 

Yes no 9.36 .017 16.9 .017 

N 0/0 N 0/0 

Ethnicity Amhar 230 56.5 6 40.0 
a 
Oromo 93 22.9 1 6.7 
Gural!e 42 10.3 4 26.7 

Tigre 22 5.4 1 6.7 

Others 20 4.9 3 20.0 
Total 407 100 15 100 

Number 1-2 126 31.0 1 6 .7 8.25 .041 .140 .040 
of 2 
~urvivillg 

children 3-5 186 45.7 6 40.0 

6-8 61 15.0 5 33.3 
9+ 34 8.4 3 20.0 
total 407 100 15 100 

Total 1-2 118 29.0 1 6.7 8.43 .038 .147 .027 
number of a 
children 3-5 172 42.3 5 33.3 
ever born 6-8 82 20.1 5 33.3 ' 

9+ 35 26.7 4 26.7 
Total 407 100 15 100 

Did you sick during 
the last three month 
prior to survey 

No 67 33.3 48 21.7 19.6 .000 .215 .000 
Education schooli 41 

nl! 
infornla 48 23.9 32 14.5 
I 
plimary 55 27.4 82 37.1 
Second 31 15.4 59 26.7 
ary and 
above 
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Incon1e Below 95 47.3 129 58.4 5.22 .022 .111 .022 
260 3 
Above 106 52.7 92 41.6 
260 
Total 201 100 221 100 

Supply of Private 73 36.3 116 52.5 11.1 .001 . 162 .001 
water tap 9 

others 128 63.7 105 47.5 
total 1201 100 221 100 

Number of one 79 39.3 63 28.5 5.50 .019 .114 .019 
rooms room 0 

More 122 60.7 158 71.5 
than 
one 
room 
total 201 100 221 100 

occupatio Petty 35 17.4 44 19.9 8.33 .015 .140 .016 
n trade 8 

housew 82 40.8 114 51.6 
ife 
others 84 41.8 63 28.5 

total 201 100 221 100 

Marttal Sinl(le 12 6.0 11 5.0 20.1 .000 .218 .000 
status Current 89 44.3 145 65.6 09 

ly 
marrted 
others 100 49.7 65 29.4 
total 201 100 221 100 

Intention to 
migration 

Numb One room 44 61.1 98 28.0 27.7 .000 .264 .000 
er of More than 28 38.9 252 72.0 52 
rooms one room 

total 72 100 350 100 
Water private 16 22.2 173 49.4 18.9 .000 .206 .000 
supply Others 56 77.8 177 50.6 85 

Total 72 100 350 100 
I-Iousi Prtvate 13 18.1 215 61.4 47.5 .000 .327 .000 
ng others 59 81.9 135 38.6 17 
cond iti total 72 100 350 100 
ons 
educat No 16 22.2 99 28.3 8.80 .032 .151 .023 
ion schoolinl( 7 

Continued 
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infomla l 10 13.9 70 20.0 
Primary 21 29.2 116 33.1 

Secondary 25 34.7 65 18.6 
and above 
total 72 100 350 100 

Contraceptives Use Non use 

Educa N % N % 
tion No 22 16.7 93 32.1 32.8 .000 .280 .000 

schoolini< 6 
informal 15 11.4 65 22.4 
PIima~ 48 36. 4 89 30.7 
SecondalY 47 35.6 43 14.8 
Total 132 100 290 100 

Marita Sini<le 4 3.0 19 6.6 48.1 .000 .328 .000 
I Currently 105 79.5 129 44.5 84 
status married 

Single 10 7 .6 54 18.6 
Widowed 13 9.8 88 30.3 
Total 

Source: Survey resull, 2005 

5.1 Definition of variables 

Poverty some socio economic indicators are defined and indexed in order to 

make s imple comparison among the respondents. Based on indexed socia 

economic indicators the sample is categorized in to two namely the better off 

and the poor. The variables used for preparing the index of poverty are 

summarized as below. 

• Income 

• Housing 

- Wall 

- Floor 

-Toilet 

- Water supply 

Dummy, if below 260 Birr = I, Otherwise 0 

Dummy, if the wall is mud and wood =1 , other wise 

=0 

Dummy, if the floor is earth = 1 otherwise =0 

Dummy; if no toilet =1 otherwise 0 

Dummy, if not private tap =1 othelwise =0 
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-Energy 

-Household 

ameillties 

• Education 

• Occupation 

Dummy, if a rumal dung = 1 othelWise =0 

Dummy, if no radio , television and 

teleph one = 1 othetwise= 0 

Dummy if no schooling = 1 othetwise=O 

Dummy if daily labourer , ma id and petty 

trade= 1 othetwise=O 

5.2 Demographic Responses to Poverty 

5.2.1 Family Size 

Family size is closely linked to the average dependency ratio . Poor 

households tend to h ave a larger proportion of dependants than the better 

off households. In this relation ship, family size and structure play an 

important role , as do related factors s uch as labour supply and out 

migration. For instance, there is strong rela tion ship between average family 

size and poverty indica tor. 

Among the respondents, about 96.4% responded revealed that large family 

size is problem for them and majority of them responded not to give 

additional birth. There is an association between the number of surviving 

children and the need to limit family size that the chi-square test of 

independence has shown a significant association IX 2 =35.45, P < 0.05) . Most 

households with large family size tend have higher burden on their income. 

However, female-headed households with large family size are more 

vulnerable to poverty. 

5.2.2. Marriage 

In the study area widowed, divorced and single , appear to be more ortented 

to wards striving for fulfilment of basic needs rather than upward mobility 

just like that better off. It is clear that poverty affects ma rtta l statu s. 

Accord ingly, some women postponed marIiage for some years until they 
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become self sufficient and self reliant while others make a union earlier in 

order to escape from their economic problems. 

Moreover, the interplay of poverty and marital status as determinants of 

women's employment is not only imporiant on the supply side of the labour 

market but also condition of women's ability to obtain employment in an 

imperfect labour market. Better of working women are much more likely to 

have acquired employment through government program than poor women 

who depend on family contacts. As indicated earlier few of the respondents 

are government employees working at low status ranging from office cleaner 

to secretary. In contrast, they are in better off condition as that of the poor 

women with low income . 

The difference in mode of job acquisition between poor and non-poor women 

is more pronounced among manied women than widowed, divorced or 

single . Thus, few better off manied women are especially well placed to take 

advantage of fonnal systems of jobs so that they can improve their living 

standard. 

Due to poverty from retrospective questions, 9.7% of the respondent is 

manied early and 22.3% of them postponed maniage in order to reduce 

poverty. 

5.2.3 ~orbidity 

Even though health status is a result an out come of the interplay of 

multitude of factors, poverty and ill health tend to occur together. Poor 

women quite simply are sicker than those of better off are. Poverty is 

detrimental to health because it restricts access to medical care and healthy 

living conditions. 

In the interview the women, respondents were asked about all episodes of 

illness experienced by the entire family member in the month of March 2005. 
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Following this, responses from all women were collected on morbidity and 

was then analysed and presented. 

Morbidity is increasingly being recognized as measurable indicator of well 

being. The pattern of reporting morbidity reveals important facets not merely 

to the health status of the various women but also points inequalities in 

status and autonomy among various group of women. 

With in the period of three months prior to the survey 47.6% of the 

respondents were sick and their monthly income decreased due to their 

sickness. DUling the same time, the interview was held about the health 

condition of the respondents with in the period of one month and 

accordingly about 38.4 percent of the respondents were sick. In comparison 

to the previous three months, there is a slight improvement in the health 

condition of the respondents. Among the health status of the family 

members about 23.2 percent of the respondents replied that at least, one 

individual is sick with in the period of one month. In response to sickness, 

some of them reported to have been treated in hospitals, health centre and 

clinics but owing to the low-income category, a significant number of the 

respondents did not get treatment. Instead of this, about 14 percent of the 

respondents had used traditional medicines to cure themselves or family 

members. Concerning to the physical endurance about 21.1 percent of the 

interviewees was not strong enough and some of them even failed to work 

regularly and generating income to the households. 

Due to financial problems, some women are unable to have medical support 

when they had health problems. Very few women said that they had a 

chance of getting free medical with the help of the kebele but complained 

that the process of getting letter of support from kebele is discouraging. 

Elderly women were mostly affected by health problems. Moreover, they were 

unable to get medical care because of economic reasons. 

Table 5.2 Percentage of respondents sickness during the last thee and one 
month prior to the survey 
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Table 5.2 Percentage of respondents according to s ickness during the last 
thee a nd one 

month prior to the survey 

Months Number Percent 

Three yes 201 47.6 
no 221 52.4 

422 100 

One yes 162 38.4 
no 260 61.6 

Tota l 422 100 

Source: Survey result, 2005 

The chi-square test of independency ( X 2 = 8.3 17, P <0 .05) also reveals that 

there an a ssocia tion between socio economic indicators and morbidity. 

In the s tudy a rea the result of logis tic regreSSion, for morbidity surpriSingly 

ha s shown tha t respondents with educa tional atta inment of primary and 

seconda ry and above h ave 1.738 and 2.199 times greater in s ickness prior to 

su rvey respectively as compared to respondents with out schooling. The 

source of water supply is an other socio economic indicator in explaining the 

morbidity s itua tion of the respondents. Accordingly, respondents who use 

water from other sources of wate r supply decreased by 39.2 times (eB= .608) 

as compared to private tap (see table 5.3) 

-------
"rv' ~" .. 
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Table 5.3 Results of multivariate logistic regression for morbidity 

Variables Catel.(ories B S.E. Sil.(. Exp(B) 
No 

schooling(RC) 
Informal -.273 .311 .379 .761 

Education Primary .553 .269 .040** 1.738 
Secondary .788 .321 .014*' 2.199 
and 

above 
Petty .302 

Occupation ~ade(RC) 

House wife .109 .425 .798 1.115 
others -.379 .299 .205 .684 

Malital Single(RC) 

status Currently .551 .467 .238 1.735 
Imarried 
others -.098 .473 .836 .907 
Private 
ap(RC) 

Source of 
water supply Others -.498 .237 .036** .608 

Below 26C 
Bin 

Income Above 260 .385 .543 .791 
Birr -.234 
One room(RC) 
~ore than one -.130 .250 .60~ .878 

No. of rooms !room 

5.2.4. Migration intention 

Migration is, in some situations a key household response. Poverty may force 

that out migration of the whole households intend in search of better 

opportunities. One of the motives of migration are economic reasons among 

others. Place of residence and duration of residence was administering this 

survey to capture the migration status of women accordingly, from 

retrospective questions, 82% of the respondents were migra nt to the current 

place of residence. 

The common reason for migration are many but the most dominant of these 

are poverty, marriage , family displacement, following relatives, war and so 
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on. Out of these mentioned reasons, about 25.6% of them are found to 

migrate due to poverty. Currently, about 17.1% of women have an intention 

to migrate in to other places (Table 5 .7). This intention arises from poor 

living conditions. Thus, it is not surprising to mention that poor women have 

pre dominated among the migrants. The migration appeared as a means to 

reduce the level of their depIivation. Migration may either bIing about a 

positive change in the economic status of the migrants or worsen the 

situation; hence, the change may not be sufficient to get persons involved 

out of the poverty and maintain them over long run. 

Table 5 .4 The percentage of respondents by reasons of migration 

Reasons of migration Number Percent 

Poverty 108 25.6 
Family displacement 49 11.6 
Maniage 67 15.9 
Divorce 5 1.2 
To seek job 46 10.9 
Following Relatives 50 11.8 
War 1 .2 
Others 20 4.7 
Total 346 82.0 
System missing 76 18.0 
Total 422 100.0 

Source: Survey result, 2005 

In particular, data revealed that migrant women tend to be concentrated in 

the low-income and occupational categOly. Although migrant women tend to 

have access to participate in labour force than the non-migrants, but they 

mostly found to be engaged in low status occupations that associated with 

their low income earnings. Further, this very poor working conditions and 

proved to be closely associated with poverty. The chi- square result also 

showed that there is a significant association between place of birth and 

socio economic conditions. At its best migration may allow women to gain 

success in life and its worst cause women to move out again to other places 

because of the unavallability of satisfying their needs. Thus wide spread view 

that poverty leads to migration and the continuation of movements 
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elsewhere. Therefore. the alleviation of poverty can be the solution to 

migration problem su ggests that both migration a nd poverty are equa lly 

negative. Recognizing that one is an answer to the other and those women 

are even if poor migra nts are a ra tiona l major step in the right direction. 

Although migration is not a solution to poverty better employment 

opportunities open to them is a lso crucia l. Spatial mobility may be required 

to them just as always women are ready to move if expected gains are there. 

The probability of success from migration may be low poverty gives lower 

income house holds little choice but to seek relief through migration. 

Table 5.5 Percentage of respondents by intention to migrate 

Intention to Number Percent 
mi~rate 

Yes 72 17.1 

No 350 82.9 

Total 422 100.0 

Source: Survey result. 2005 

The chi-square test of independency revealed that there is s tatically 

significant between the intention to migra te and socio economic indicators 

( ,1'2 =1 3.60. P < .000). The result of logistic regression for intention to 

migration based on some selected socio economic indicators revealed that 

respondents with more than one rooms have 2 .1 2 times higher intention to 

migra tion as compa red to those respondents who have one room. As far as 

education. concerned respondents with educational a ttainment of secondary 

and above have 3.65 tinles higher intention to migra te as compared 

respondents with out schooling. The impact is found to be statistically 

s ignificant. Respondents with informal and primary educational attainment 

increases 12.9 a nd 24.6 percent respectively in explaining intention to 

migration as compared to respondents with out schooling. However. there is 

no statistical s ignificance between intention to migration and informal and 

primary educational attainment of the respondents. Concerning to h ousing. 

respondents with other housing condition ra ther than private have 5.502 
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times higher intention to migra te as compared to private house owner (table 

5.6) 

Table 5 .6 Results of multivariate logistic regression for intention to migration 

variables 
One room(RC) 

No. of More than one 
rooms room 

Source of Priva te tap(RC) 
water 
supply Others 

No 
schoolin):!(RC) 

Educa tion Informal 
Prima ry 
Secondary and 
above 

Housing Private (RC) 
tenure 

Others 
Source; Field Survey, 2005 

RC: Reference calegory 
": statistically significant 

5.2.5 Family Planning 

B S.E. Sig. Exp(B) 

0.749 0.332 .024" 2.115 

-0.027 0.403 .945 0.972 

0.121 0.461 .791 1.129 
0.220 0.383 .566 1.246 

1.293 0.401 .001" 3 .646 

1.705 0.432 .000" 5 .502 

Out of the 422 women 96.9%, of the respondents ideally support family 

Planning. However , 31.3% of the respondents are using contraceptives 

currently. About 12% of the respondents are not using contraceptives 

because of poverty as pointed out by the respondents. 

Table 5 .7 The percentage of respondents according to contraceptive use 

Contraceptive Frequency Percent 
use 
Yes 132 31.3 

No 290 68.7 

Total 422 100.0 

Source: Field Survey, 2005 

Poor women are often una ble to act on their own behalf to obtain 

contraceptives services to regu la te their child bearing unless responsible 
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institutions provide them . In the study area, some respondents cannot u se 

contraceptives even if there is a desire to u se despite of low income and lack 

of service delivery. 

The result of multivarite logistic regression for contraceptive use revealed 

tha t those respondents with educational attainment of primary and 

secondary and above u se contraceptives 1.902 and 3.85 1 times greater 

respectively as compared to respondents with out schooling. Housing 

condition is also another factor in explaining con traceptive use, those 

respondents living in other housing condition rather than private increases 

by 2. 195 times higher as compared to private owner (table 5.8). 

The resu lt of logistic regreSSion for contraceptive u se among marital status 

depicted that for cun'ently married women it increases by 5 .169 times 

greater as compared to single. Therefore, currently married women a re more 

contraceptive u sers as compared to s ingle and others. As result by u sing 

contraceptives , women may either limit their family size or s pace their births 

in enhancing their well-being. 

Table 5.8 Results of multivariate logistic regression for contraceptive use 

Variables Cate~ories 

No 
schooling(RC) 
Infonnal 

Education Primary 
Secondary 
and 

above 
Petty 

Occupation trade(RC) 
House wife 
others 
Private(RC) 

Housing Others 
tenure 
Marital Sinl(le(RC) 

statu s Currently 
married 
others 

Source : Survey, 2005 

RC: Reference category 

B S.E. Si~. Exp(B) 

-0.084 0 .398 0.832 0.919 
0.643 0.322 0.046** 1.902 

1.348 0.351 0.000" 3 .851 

0 .278 0.346 0 .421 1.321 
0 .666 0 .361 0.064 1.948 

.786 0.255 0.002** 2.195 

1.642 0.665 0.01 3** 5. 169 
0.004 0.688 0.994 1.004 
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CHAPTER SIX 

6. SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

6.1 Summary 

Poverty is one of the major problems of the world as it is discussed in the 

earlier chapters. The problem is pa rticula rly the most common and serious 

in developing countries . The proportion of population living below poverty 

line is s till very high in developing countries. 

The level of poverty in Ethiopia is on e of the most serious in the world. 

Poverty is not limited to rura l a reas only a nd urban poverty is also the 

common phenomenon. Rural poverty has a connection with agriculture and 

land while urban poverty is more heterogeneous owlng to tie with variou s 

ways of income generation. 

Poverty is not gender free. There is a s ignificant differen ce between men and 

women. The poorest segment of the society lives in h ousehold headed by 

female . Most women are genera lly characte rised by low-income earners, low 

access to educa tion, health and other socia l facilities as compared to their 

counter paris. 

This paper gives a n over view of conceptua l understanding of issues rela ted 

with women's poverty and demographic responses. Until recen t time, gender 

pers pective of poverty has not given much a ttention; even though poverty 

reduction is at the centre of development strategy. Therefore, in order to 

enhan ce the wellbeing of women it is important to see the interaction 

demographic varia bles in rela tion to women 's poverty. This study examines 

the present situation of women in Addis Ababa in the case of Kolfe- Kerano 

s ub-city Kebele 02/03. Data was collected from a sample of 422 women on 

socioeconomic indicators and demographic variables. The socio econ omic 

indicators include income, expend iture, housing condition s, education and 
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occupation. On the other hand , the demographic variables include family 

size, marital status, morbidity, intention to migrate, and family planning. 

Concerning to the income of the study area, generally the majority of the 

respondents are low-income earners. The proportion of women who have 

income above 260 Birr is very low (31.5 percent) where as about 68.5 

percent of the respondents earn less than 260 Ethiopian Birr. As far as the 

monthly expenditure of the respondents are concerned more or less there 

was an accurate reporting as compared to their income. In the case of 

income, there is a tendency of under reporting a lthough there is no much 

difference between the two types of income or expenditure responses. 

Majority of the respondents spent 100-300 Birr monthly for food and non­

food items, but significant numbers of respondents also spent below 100 

Birr. 

Housing condition is another aspect of enquiry from respondents on 

housing. As one of the criteria for categorization of the households in to poor 

and better off housing conditions was used because housing is one of the 

basic socioeconomic indicators among others. In this study, housing 

conditions including the associated services have been assigned the same 

importance as income and expenditure. Not surprisingly, the result of the 

study confirmed that majority of the housing units of the poor are below the 

standard when measured in terms of the housing quality indicators such as 

housing tenure, the materials with which they are constructed and the 

availability of the toilet, water supply, energy and other social amenities. 

Educational attainment and poverty are n egatively correlated that poverty 

has some kind of rela tion ship with education. As educational status of 

women increases the incidence of poverty among their households 

decreases. This tells us education is an important factor in detemtining the 

welfare of women. , 
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The socioeconomic indicators are indexed in to two valiable namely the poor 

and the better off. According to this classification majolity of the 

respondents (71.3%) fall in the poor category. 

Poverty affects maniage pattern as a result, the widowed, divorced and 

single are account for 44.5 percent of the respondents and among the low­

income earners. Stability of maniage is an important tool in maintaining the 

well-being of the poor women. With respect to migration, about 82 percent 

of the respondents were found to be migrant. Migration is often associated 

with poverty. Poverty is often seen as a motivating factor for migration, and 

it can be a cause of poverty. However, as this paper suggests, it is rarely the 

poorest of the poor who migrate, but people with access to at least some 

resources, often education and skills. Even those migrants without what are 

seen as skills may have expelience and are women who are trying to make 

the most of what they have and who are looking for opportunities and to 

make them work. As far as the health condition of the respondents are 

concerned with in the period of three months plior to the survey 47.6 

percent were sick and out of this 14 percent of the respondents used 

traditional medicine in response to poverty. With regarded to family planning 

about 31.3 percent of the respondents are using contraceptives and about 

12 percent found to be unable to use contraceptive owing to finanCial 

problems. 

6.2 Conclusion 

This study has set out to accomplish a valiety of objectives. The study is 

aimed at assessing demographic response to women's poverty. Accordingly, a 

number of findings have been obtained using vaIious methods of analysis, 

such as descriptive analysis, bivaliate cross tabulation and multivaliate 

analysis. Concerning to the indicator of women's poverty, different socio­

economic information viz. income, expenditure, housing conditions, 

employment, occupation, and education are included. 
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Most households with large family size are still the poor women. 

Accordingly, the result of the study reveals that majority of women have a 

desire to limit family size as one method to reduce poverty among others. 

Marital status has different association with poverty incidence among 

cun'ently married , widowed, divorced and single even if it is more 

pronounced among female headed. Poverty affects marital status in such 

away that some women married early while others postpone their marriage. 

There is a difference in job acquisition between manied and none married. 

Few married women are better placed to take advantage of in fonnal system 

of jobs as compared to the widowed, divorced and s ingle. Statistically there 

is a s ignificant association between marita l status and socio - economic 

indicators. 

It is indicated that women are more victims and vulnerable to poverty and 

related problems. Consequently, these women are found to be suffering more 

from the vanou s health problems. The quality of health of the house holds 

correlates with their economic access. The quality of health has an impact 

directly on the household income, labour productivity, labour force 

participation and employment of women. The chi-squ are test of 

independence also revea led that there is significant association between 

morbidity and socio- economic indicators. 

A as fare as migration is concerned currently about 17.1 percent of the 

respondents have an intention to migrate in to other better places where 

there are better opportunities in order to improve their life. The chi-square 

test of independency revealed that there is statistical s ignificance between 

intention to migrate and socio-economic indicators . Significant numbers of 

women were a lso acceptors of contraception in order to limit family s ize. In 

general, the findings of the study suggest that any poverty reduction 

schemes should take in to account the demographic charactenstics of the 

poor women. 
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6.3 Recommendations 

Based on the study findings the following recommendations are made: 

1. For many women the threat to a life of poverty needs to be checked.This 

can be accomplished by ensuring that they must be educated or 

equipped with the skills and technical knowledge which are not only 

consistent with present situation. In order to serve the needs of women 

greater orientation towards self-employment and job creation with the 

help of government and private sector should be strengthened. 

2. Since job may not be as prevalent at present. for this measure to be 

taken for successful attitudes towards provision of credit facilities and 

improve women's employment. The government has to take measure to 

involve women widely in project activities and training, which focus on 

the creation of work place and income generation schemes for those poor 

women in order to come out of poverty. 

\ , 3. PoliCies which aimed at poverty reduction should consider household 

size and composition as an important demographic variables which 

detennine the wellbeing of household especially women and device a 

mechanism where by family size should be optimum . 

. 4. It is evident that women with better educational background have better 

opportunities. Therefore educating women is a key element in improving 

the wellbeing of women and the society in general. Because educated 

women have better health care, marry latter and are more likely to use 

contraceptives to space their children and to have better life. 

5. Since high unemployment and lack of effective family planning had 

created a poverty trap for women, encouraging poor households to adapt 

family planning and spread the concept of healthier children rather 

than as many children as possible. 
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Appendix 

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY 

INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH 

DEMOGRAPHIC TRAINING AND RESEARCH CENTER 

The obj ectives of this questionnaire are to gather information on 

demographic responses to women's poverty in Kolfe -Keranio sub city of 

kebele 02 / 03 and 05. Therefore , dear respondent you are highly requested to 

answer the following questions honestly. Because, your answers are very 

important to complete this work. I h ope that your answer will be 

confidential. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

01. Questionnaire code ____ _ 

02. Enumerators code. ____ _ 

03 . Supervisors code _____ _ 

Kebele ____ _ 

101. Age __ _ 

102. Religion 1. Orthodox 

4 . Catholic 

Name ________ _ 

Name ________ _ 

2. Muslim 3. Protestant 

5. Specij'y other ______ _ 

103. Ethnicity 1. Oromo 2. Amhara 3. Tigrae 

4. Guraghe 

Marriage 

5. Specij'y other _______ _ 

201. Martial status. 1. Single 2. Married 3. Divorce 4. Widowed 

202. Age at first maniage ____ _ 

203. For how many times you manied? 

1. Not manied 2. For first tin1e 3 . Second times 

204. Did you marry la te? 

1. Yes 2 . No. 

205. Did you many early reason? 
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4 . Third times 



l. Yes 2. No 

206. If you manied la te what was your reason? _________ _ 

207 . Do you think tha t early marriage is the solution to reduce poverty? 
/' 

l. Yes 2 . No 

208. Which measures do you take to reduce poverty? 

/ I. Early marriage 2 . Late m aniage 3 . Education 

4. Leaving school and striving to satisfy basic needs 

5. Migrating to other places 6. Specify others _ _ ___ _ 

Household size 

301 . Total number of fa mily members ____________ _ 

302. Do you have children? l. Yes 2. No 

303. [f your response in (302) yes total number of children ever born 

304. Among number of children ever born how many of them are 

surviving? _______ _ 

305. How many children are living with you cun-ently?" ______ _ 

306. Do you have children living elsewhere? rf yes how many? ___ _ 

307. Where did you give your last birth? 

l. At home 2 . Health cen tre 3 . Hospital 4 . SpecilY other __ 

308. Do you want to give addition a l birth? 

l. Yes 2 . No 
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309. If your response is yes in question 308 what is your reason? 

1. Low income 2. Health problem 3. I have no supporter 

4. I have enough children 

5. unable to give birth 6. Specify other ______ _ 

310. If you have economic problem do you have a desire to limit your 

family? 

1. Yes 2. No 

Income and Occupations 

401. What is your current occupation? 

1. Pity trade 2. Maidservant 3 . Office cleaner 4. Housewife 

5. Daily labourer 6. if any, specify _____ _ 

402. Indicate your monthly average income in birr ___ _ 

403. Do you have additional occupation besides the current? 

if, yes specify _____ _ 

404. Indicate your source of income among of the following. 

1. My salaIY 2. My husband's salaIY 3. House rent 

4. my pension 5 . Children's support 

6. my husband's retirement fund 7. From relative support 

8. Non gov't organization 9. Specify other 

405. If your source of income is among from question 404 how much 

birr? ------
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406. Is your monthly income coveling your monthly expenditure? 

1. Yes 2. No 

407. Was there any time that you failed to fulfil your basic needs? 

1. Yes 2. No 

408. If your answer is yes in question 407, what measures did you take? 

I. Borrowed from my neighbour 

2. I made my children to leave school and help me in income 

gene rating activity 

3. Stopped pay house rent 

'Idir' 

4. Withdraw from social activities like 

5. SpecifY other ______ _ 

409. If you pay house rent, how much birr do you pay in a month? 

41 0. is your income enough for other expenditures rather than food? 

1. Yes 2. No 

411. Is there any time that you are vulnerable to food shortage? 

1. Yes 2 . No 

412. DUring food shortage, how many times do you get meal daily? 

1. one times 2. Two times 3. Three times 4. SpecifY others __ 

Education 

50 1 Your educationa llevel ______ _ 

502. Among school age children, do you have children who a re not 

attending school? 
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1. Yes 2.No 

503. If your answer is yes in question 502, children attending school 5 years 

and above in numbers males ____ females ___ _ 

504. Do you have drop out children? 

1. Yes 2 . No 

505. If your response is yes in 504 reasons for dropout 

1. Absence of school in the locality 2. They support me at 

home 

3 . I cannot afford a ll to send school 

4. Because of low income 

. I do not want to send girls to school 6. Disabled children 

7. Support the family in income generating activity 

8. if any, specify _________ _ 

506. If you have children in income generating activity, who initiate them? 

I. I my self 2 . Siblings 3. Friends 4 . Relatives 

5. by their own initiatives 6. Other specify 

507 . If you h ave children engaged in income generating activity, how much 

birr do they contribute monthly? _ _______ _ 

508. Do you have children living elsewhere? 

1. Yes 2 . No 

509. If your response is yes , do they send you money? 

1. Yes 2. No 

5 10. If yes in question 509 how much bi.rr? ____ _ 

Housing and housing condition 

601. Tenure: 

1. Ptivate 2. Kebele 

4. Govenunent agency 

3. Rented from plivate 

5. Free with out permission 
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6. SpeciJ)r other _________________ _ 

602. If rented or paying difference in rent indicate monthly amount of rent in 
birr _______________________ _ 

603. If it is rent are you paying regularly? l. Yes 2. No 

604. If you are not paying monthly what is your reason? 

1. I have no enough money 2. The house is too old and not repaired 

605. Your house has how many rooms? _____________ _ 

606. The house in which you live is separate or common with other people? 

l. Separate 2. Common 

./. 
L§Ql7. Is the house enough for your family? 

1. Yes 2 . No 

608. The floor of your house/ the house is made of. 

1. Wood 2. Cement 3. Earth 4 . Plastic 

609. The wall of the house l. Mud 2. Blick 3. Stone 

4. Wood and mud 5. SpeciJ)r other 

610. Which one is available at your home? 

l. RadiO 2 . Television three. Telephone 

611. The asset you have 

l. House 2. Bed 3. House fUrniture like table chair 

4. Sewing machine 5. Weaving 6. Other speciJ)r ___ _ 

612. Supply of drinking water for you household 

l. Tap inside house 2. Tap outside compound, public 
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3 . Private tap 4 . Specil'y other _________ _ 

613. Which one do you use for cooking? 

1. Wood 2. Gas a nd kerosene 3. Animal dung 

4 . Electricity 5 . if any. specil'y __________ _ 

6 14. Toilet facility I . Private 2. Common 3. No toilet 

615. [n comparison to community the level of your living standard 

1. Rich 2. Medium 3. Poor 4. Very poor 

2 . Specil'yother ______________ _ 

Migration 

701. Place of birth ____ __ _ 

702. For how log did you live here? ______ _ 

703. If you are migrant what is your reason to come here? 

1. Poverty 2 . Family displacement 3 . Marriage 4 . Divorce 

5. Following relatives 6. war 7. specify others 

704. Are you intend to migrate to other places currently? 

1. Yes 2 . No 

705. If you answer is yes in question 704 wh at is your reason to 

migrate? _______ _ 

Health Condition 

801. Did you s ick for the past three months? 
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1. Yes 2. No 

802. Did you sick with in the last one month? 

1. Yes 2. No 

803 . If your response is yes was there a time that you were not working 

1. Yes 2. No 

804. If you said I was sick in question 80 1 & 802, did you get medical 

treatment. 

1. Yes 2 . No 

805 . If your answer is yes in question 804, where did you get treatment? 

1. Hospital 2. Health centre 3. Clinic 

4 . Traditional 5. Specify other _________ _ 

806. Was there any time that you s ickness contribute to low income? 

1. Yes 2 . No 

8 07. Did one of your hou ses hold member sick in the last one monthly? 

1. Yes 2. No 

808. If your answer is yes in question 807 was there anytim" that. you w"re 

not working in order to take care of the s ick person. 

1. Yes 2 . No 

Filled by enumerator 

809. Is respondents' cloth clean and un tired? 

1. Yes 2. No 

810. Is the respondent seem strong and healthy 

1. Yes 2. No 

8 11. If your a nswer is yes was there a time that day lost from regular 

activity. 

1. Yes 2. No 

Family Planning 

901. Have you ever heard of any fa mily planning method? 

1. Yes 2. No 

902. If your answer yes in question 90 1, from which source? 
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1. Radio 2 Television 3. Newspaper /Magazine/ 

4. Health workers 5. Fliends 6. Schools 

903. Have you ever used any family planning method in the past? 

1. Yes 2 . No 

904. Are you currently using any family planning method? 

1. Yes 2 No 

905. If your question is yes 904, what type of family planning method are 

you using cUlTentiy? 

1. Pills 2. Inject able 3. Condom 4. with drawl 

5 . Absentice from sex 6. Calendar method 

8. Other specilJ ____ _ 

906. If the answer for question 904 is no, what are your reason for not 

using family planning method currently? 

1. Low income 3. Fear of s ide effect 

2 . Lack of knowledge 

5. lack of access to health services 

907. Do you support family planning? 

1. Yes 2. No 
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4. Religious reasons 

6. SpeciJY others ____ _ 



DECLARATION 

The thesis is my original work, has not been presented for a degree 

in any other university and that all sources of materials used for 

the thesis have been duly acknowledged. 

Name 

Signature M I-f, 
~I 

Date )..7_f07 / ZOOS 
I 

This thesis has been submitted for examination with my approval 

as university advisor. 

Signature 


	MX-M464N_20180312_150700
	MX-M464N_20180312_150743
	MX-M464N_20180312_150914

