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Dedication 

I dedi cat d thi the i for tho abu ed Ethi p lan w men and their ch ildren, which li ved 

in the trag ic incident orDom tic r public violence 
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Abstract 

Ther are three age of violence again t w mcn 111 thi pap r. A wo man c uld b 

abduct d (kidnapped) 111 I ubli c fo r marri ag thi one fo rm of violence cOl11mitt d 

aga in t them. Withi n th marital li fe ther is. al vi lence, what we ca ll domesti c 

violence. Even aft r th death f her hu 'band a rural wom n in Mermarsa area will face a 

lot of haras ment , if h ch 0 her n w partner to enter in her own hous for li ving 

together wi th out the p rml I n of Foiles. 

So, wo men face di ffe rent violence act be fore, thr ugh and after Man'iag . That mean 

th ese violenc act are b erva bl when w m n ar single (unmarri ed), marri ed and 

widow. Dome ti c vi I nce i nc f' I'm of vi lenc within the h me; it c uld be seen 

among childr n, children on parents or par nt n children. In thi the i it i attempt Ito 

ee onl y the violence of men on wom n (husband on wiv ), which i r vo lved around 

marital relati onship , and the two publi cly comm itted vi lence ' again t wom n i.e. 

abduction and , eegaba. It is known that dome tic violence i a word, which is widely 

used at present time in academic wo rld , to explain the violence situati on in marri age. 
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Preface 

Thc I' ea rcher argue' that, it i b tter to tudy violence acts aga inst wo m n fr m cultural 

per pecti v , be au e mo t of the researche that were made pr vi u I y rai e the i ue 

from lega l arena. v n if, th law plays it own r Ie in all ev iating the problem f 

do me ti c vi I nce, th cultural a pect ha to get much empha i in tackling the problem 

f violence aga in t wo men. Ln ord er to d thi in t practi ce, the re earcher tri ed to 

ob erve the situati on ofviolenc aga in t wom n fr m cultural a pecL 

There are six chapters in thi the i . The fir t chapter dea l with the introductory part, in 

thi chapter, the pattern of how the tudy wa conducted ex pl ained in bri ef, and there is 

also a bri cf descri pti on f the tudyarea . The c nd chapter i the literature I art; in thi 

secti on the grand theori e f violence are tat d. In additi on thi s, the ituati on and impact 

of dome ti c violence, abducti on on women are rev iewed by relating to the Ethiopian 

contex t. 

Third and forth chapters are the main bodie of the thes is. In chapter thJee, the situation 

do me ti c violence i ' described and ex plained in the two stud y areas. In the fo rth chapter, 

bUl l a (a bduction) and seegaba are elaborated in detail. ex t to thi s chapter i.e. chapter 

five, the theoreti ca l explanati on, and the comparis 11 and contras t of violence against 

wo men are tri ed to be shown, in the two study sites. Finall y, in the last chapter the 

conclusive remark is presented. 
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Operational Definition 

AMarolle - I ad r f thefi !I s 

Adebar - the guardi an prit f th h me tead 

Areke and Tella - tradit ional a l h li e dr in k 

Alele - traditi onal female ayan I 

Ayana- divin ity, sprit 

Ayoutma - the moth r of procr ati n 

l3a Lrena- women Jddir 

Bareya - A derogatory t rm in Amharic that ignifi an obj ect whi ch similar with 

black in co lor. It i a l yn nym u wi th tbe word lave. 

Bula - abducti on 

caCL! - female ritual symbol 

cc-!lfe- meadow, Gada a embl y 

cale- a mil d stimul ant whi ch is widely chewed in the stud y area 

Dirrba- mantle 

Dula- heavy steak 

Fagulo - oil cake 

Folie - warri or clas in Tulama and MeN Gada system 

Gabe or kula- Toga 



( ; ld 1 - th e traditi na l 

that rOlate 

- p litica l and 

ery ight ea r 

la t m f 1"01110 thnic groul 

G1I1a- a man wh has pa sed out of th e Tulama or M e ca ada ystem 

Hafelu- unmarri ed girl over the age of even teen 

Iqllbb - a cred it and savi ng self help in tituti n which i found in Ethiopia 

Jaarsa- elder 

Kalaca- a ymbolic mate rial whi ch i beli ved t hav had a upernatural power In 

a ll ev iating probl m and givin PI rtility t the community 

ka li ~ca - witch 

Kallilli- wife of kallu 

Ka 1111- 'sha/nan isl is ' ritual expe rl 

Kebele- the lowest administrative body of the government 

keye - an Amharic word which is synonymous with bright co lor 

Kince- a food made of coarsely wh eat and butter 

KolllI - yearl y kallu feast 

Ko rema gorelllsa- calf and heife r 

Koreta- tearing the toga in to two parts 

Maheber(senbete) - religious based informal institution, predominately found among the 

Orthodox thewahedo re li gion followers 

M edebe- a wo rd whi ch describes a small plot of land in whi ch trader ell their items in 

open market places 



Mermar a- zigza 

Mukaca- a tr diti nal rindin 111 t ri I 

eegab I-cha ing out f wid W I artner 

Semaneya- a pap r that ignifi e a contractual l11 arri ag agr m nt 

hemageles- elder 

Tabot- ark 

Tum tuma- black mith 

Wereda -a gOY rJ1l11 ent admini trativ b dyab ve the kebele 

Waqa - the Icy cI 

Yegumare alenga- laz made of hipp p tamus kin 

Yenej"eseabate - oul fath r 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1.1 Introduction 

Violence l can be con idered a the darke t id of the oc iety. B cau e in mo t ca e violence 

acts like war lead to human and mat ri al de truction. The ame hold true of other violence 

behavior created in the society. Thi can be ob erved at Macr level like war or at micro leve l 

within the fami ly. Viol nce again t women2 can be catego ri zed under th latter one. Thi 

re earch i attempted to focu on implication of different viol nce act committed aga in t 

women from cultural per pective. 1n order to have a better Idea about the i ue at hand , the tudy 

i conducted in Mermarsa Pea ant a ociati on and kebele 07 f Adama (Nazareth) town. That 

means such a election of tudyarea wi ll give a better under tanding ab ut the nature and extent 

of violence again t women in both rural and urban context. 

There are di ffe rent kind of violence act committed agall1 t women. Wife abuse, Abduction , 

Early Marriage, Circumci sion (genital mutil ati on) etc are few among the other. The researcher 

is tri ed to address particularly those inhuman violent acts committed against women, i.e. Wife 

abuse, Butta (abduction) and Seegaba. Abduction is committed by a group of men against a girl , 

it is a sort of public or open type of vio lence. Wife abu e is a husband or a partner attack on hi s 

wife, the las t one i Seegaba, it an institutionali zed vio lence against women. 

I Violence: _ a conduct which demands and enforces obedi ence whi le humili ating and degradi ng the victim through 
the use or the threats to use force in the form of any object, power of body, power of mind , power of authority or 
power of law while it might be directed at the Victim or at any other per on, an imal or object related to the victim 
(ECA, 1993:3) 

2 Violence aga in t women : - means any act of gender based iolence that re ults in Ph ys ica l, ex ual or 
Psychologica l harm of uffering to women, including threat of sllch act, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of 
liberty , whether occllrring in publi c or pri ate life (pl ate form for action and the Beiji ng declarat ion, 1995 : 73) 



1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Violence against Women gets attention recently as a form of violation of human ri ghts. It i also 

stated as an agenda in big world conferences, which di scussed on women issue, like the Mexico 

City (1975), Copenhagen (1980), Nairobi (1985) and Beijing ( 1995). This shows that it is 

considered as a threat for human development at global level (The main aim of these conferences 

is discussed in chapter 2). 

Most scholars, who have shown a very good concern about this issue, agreed that violence 

against women has an old age hi story (Hoff, 1990). Due to different soc ial, cultural3 and political 

reasons it was covered as if it didn't exist. It is also considered as a personal concern or private 

matter within the family. Primarily the victims' of abduction, domestic violence and seegaba are 

women. The subordinate position of women, economically, sociall y as well a politically on men 

has big contributing factors on violence against them . Since we live in male dominated 

patriarchal society, men justified, abduction, wife abuse and seegaba and other type of violence 

against women as their right. This also supported by the socialization of children as male and 

female. Starting from childhood boys and girls are socialized in different domain. Domestic 

domain is for women and the public one is for men. This kind of dichotomy has deep rooted in 

gender4 relationship of men with women and vice versa. That is why most socia l scienti st 

3 There are different definitions of culture. These definitions are estimated up to 300. (C lukohone and Krober cited 
in Hirut: 2002, 7). However, E.B Tylor's definitions is the most widely quoted in anthropol ogical literatures, Ty lor 
defined culture as " .... . complex whole, which includes, knowledge, belief, arts, morals, law, custom, and any oth er 
capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society"( 1871 [1958] p.I) . 

4 " In modem anthropology this term has increasi ngly rep laced the term 'sex' in discussions of sociall y and culturall y 
determined differences in the behavior, role and status of men and women .... More recently it has been used to 
refer to the social, cultural and psychological patterning of differences between males and females. This di stincti on 
between sex, which is a biological phenomenon, and gender, which is a cultural class ifi cation, allows fo r th e 
separation of the biological and cultural aspects of differences between mal es and females , thus avoid ing a 

biological deternlinist position.' ' (Smith: 1986,129-1 30) 

2 



considers gender as a social construct. The gender ineq uality that we observe in the present 

world distorts and decreases the status of women in the society. 

1.3 Guiding questions 

These are the Guiding Questions in whjch most of the study questions are referred . 

1. Why men are motivated to commit violence against women? 

2. What is the influence of violence against women in marital rel at ionship? 

1.4. Objective of the Research 

1.4.1 General objective 

The main objective of tills research is to find out the implication of wife abuse, abd uction (bulla) 

and seegaba, as a form of Violence against women from cultural perspective, in Mermarsa 

peasant association and in kebele 07 of Adamo (Nazareth) town. 

1.4.2 Specific objectives 

To assess the connection between victimization and society's values. 

• To examine how far socio-economic, cultural factors and power relations are inter-re lated 

with violence against women. 

• To find out the view of victims of violence (women) on the effort of kin groups in all eviat ing 

the conflict. 

3 



1.5. Methods of Research 

Both primary and secondary data collection methods are applied. In the case of secondary data 

collection, books, journals, magazines, newspapers and any relevant materials with the topic are 

reviewed. 

The primary data collection methods that are applied in this study are the fol lowing. 

• In-depth interview is the researcher's key anthropological research method , which helped the 

researcher to get more information about the problem. Informants are selected from different 

segments of the society, elderly women and men, youngsters , husbands, wives, government 

and non-government officials at different level etc. 

• Case historl is also very important to gather information for this research. For these purpose 

8 case histories of women is taken. Such type of biographical sketch helped the researcher to 

evaluate their life condition before, during and after violence. 

• Focus group discussion is also the other data collection method . A group of men and women 

discussed on some issues of violence against women on separate places. Each group 

comprises 6-8 members. This kind of discussion assisted the researcher to have a better idea 

about men and women view on the problem. 

• A small survey with a sample size of 300 is conducted. One hundred fifty Questionnaires for 

Mermarsa and One hundred fifty for Kebele 07 are randomly distributed . These 150 

Questionnaires are divided in equal parts for husbands and wives in each study area. The 

reason that I use this method is to substantiate the data that gathered through the above-

5 Case histories reveal how specific people perceive, react to and contribute to changes th at affect their li ves. Such 
accounts can illustrate diversity, which exists within any community , since th e focus is on how, different peopl e 
interpret and deal with some of the same problems (Kottack: 1994,26) 
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mentioned qualitative methods. From the distributed questi onnaires, 245 of them are properly 

filled and returned . So, the simple percentage explanation is based on thi s fi gure. 

1.6. Significance of the Study 

The researcher believed that the major significance of thi s study mi ght be to contribute for 

ethnographic writing of abduction, wife abuse, and seegaba as vio lence against wo men in kebele 

07 of A dam a town and Mermarsa. 

The other significance could be, it may shade light on policies that are very much related with 

women issue6
. In addition to this, it may help for the development of theoretical framework, 

which can be related to the issue of violence against women from Ethiopian context. 

1.7 limitation of the study 

At the beginning, the researcher face a problem that informants, parti cul arl y those seri ously 

abused one are not fully confident to explain about their secret of abuse, because they considered 

it shameful to talk to another person. 

1.7.1 Points that may help us in overriding the limitation 

As some scholars mentioned it and the researcher al so acknowledges that the research made on 

domestic violence against women is not the same like other type of researches. It needs pati ence, 

and emotional attachment with the victims, since, the victims of domestic violence passed 

through different abusive conditions. In doing the interview there has to be an approach that frees 

the respondent to speak openly about her problem. That means the respondents must believe that 

she is not the only victim of violence. First and for most, to get the attention of the respond ents 

6 The available or the on going polices that targeted women can include the foll owing points as criti cal issue 
_ E.g. sexual violence in marital relati on, wife b~ating o~ the relation of abducti on with rape, parti cul arl y . the 

abductors year of imprisonment, if they found guIlty. ChOIce of women on mate selectIOn also must get attention. 
In doing this , the research reflects the main points in detail. 
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the researcher has to create awareness to the wider community through uch mean , li ke publi c 

gathering, by attending coffee ceremony, lddir meeting etc. is impol1ant. To make thi s in to 

practice the assistance of the members of the community, GO, NGO is essenti al. I n penetrating 

the target group the researcher applied the above-mentioned strategies. 

Furthermore, in gathering data on violence against women, it is not a surpri sing to hea r 

statements like 'don't you have another thing to do rather than insisting on questioning about the 

violence issues on women? ' When a researcher face such a confrontation, the first thing that 

he/she has to do is to control his/her temper and to explain attentively the main objectives/aim 

of the research. Only through peaceful dialogue that we can be able to convince uch biased or 

misguided respondents, if we want to get clear and understandable information . 

1.8 Brief Description of the Study Area 

The two study areas Mermarsa7 and Adama8 (Nazareth) are located in Oromia regional state (see 

annex one). Previously, the Adama Wereda administrates these two areas. Now, the Adama 

wereda (see annex three) only administrated the peasant associations that are found around 

Adama town. Recently, the town is considered as a special Wereda, which is administered by a 

Mayer. 

18,732,525 were the total population number of the Oromia regional state (CSA: \998 , 22). Out 

of this 9 361 297 are the number of females and the remaining number is for males. When we " , 

came to the study area, Adama Wereda takes its share of population number by 261 ,341 ; from 

7 The peasant association gets its name from the river that fl ow in the area at th e rainy season, in oromifJa mermarsa 

means zigzag . 

8 According to the informants the word Adama came from "Adamin" , literall y means cactus. Pri or to th e 
establishment of the town there were many cacti in the area. In 1945, the name changed from Adama to aza reth . 
(Gutama: 1996). However, people use both names interchangeabl y. In thi s paper, I also foll owed th e same 

pattern. 
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this females' population number was 131 ,803 (Ibid). This figure tells as someth ing, as we look 

from the data the number of females are half of the entire population, but they get littl e attention 

in terms of socio-economic and political activities. 

Form the Adama Wereda total population number, the town of Nazareth population size was 

counted as 127,842 (Ibid: 38). Out of this females population number is 65 ,877 (Ibid). As we go 

to directly to the Kebele level the Central Statistical Authority (CSA) didn't provide data on thi s 

lowest administrative point of the government. Therefore, the researcher tried to collect rough 

estimation of the population number from the P.A and Kebele officials. The Mermarsa peasant 

association (P.A) officials told me that the population number is estimated around 3600. Out of 

this the number of females is around 1700. The data that the researcher found in Kebele 07 is 

better, meaning they have (Kebele Officials) a sort of Complied data, but again it faced the same 

problem like Mermarsa because they also didn't provide me exact fi gure. They roughly estimate 

the population number about 4971 in which the female population number takes its share around 

2643. 

Nazareth is one of the fast growing towns in Ethiopia. The Strategic geographical location 

together with favorable climatic condition has contributed much to the rapid expansion of the 

town. Since it is located centrally it becomes a focal point of many ad mini strative regions. It is 

connected through all whether road with its hinterland: to Awash, Arssi, Menjar, Awassa etc. 

Kebele 07 (see annex 4) is one of the Kebeles found in the town of Nazareth . The Adama rail 

way station is situated in this Kebele . The Adama town in its present form of foundation is very 

much associated with the small rail way station of 1916/ 17 (Gutama: 1996) . Many informants 

told the researcher that in earlier times it is one of the biggest commercial centers in Adama 

town. However, as the train movement reduces business activity in the area starts to dimini sh, 

business men/women began to evacuate the place in search of business area in the other corners 
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of Adama. The researcher al so witnessed the impact of the of rail transport in the area. During 

his field visit, the researcher observed the train movement (back and fOlth) from Ethi opia to 

Djibouti, once or twice a week. Many teahouses, shops that constructed along the rail way station 

were closed. 

In the Kebele there are different quarters: l erba sefere, Cate tera, Menjar godana etc. the reason 

that they call the place lerba sefere is because the site of the sefere (village) is located at the 

back of the main road. Cate is one of the mild stimulants, which is widely chewed by the 

residents of the area. Cate tera is a place where the selling of cate is broadly accomplished. 

Menjar godana, literally means Menjar road. According to the informants, if some body follows 

the Menjar godana, she or he will directly enter to Menjar - a place found in the Amhara 

regional state. 

Even if the railway transportation activity reduced from time to time there is hi gh commercial 

activity in the area. Since Kebele 07 is situated at the center of Adama town there is hi gh demand 

of land for different business activity. The residential areas are full of dil apidated houses. The 

serial stores and business shops are conquering the residential pl ace of the community; due to 

this many of the Kebele dwellers are on the way of selling their places for traders. 

The majority of the permanent residencies of the Kebele are day laborers, women are worked in 

the big haricot bean and incense stores as a day laborers. Their husbands also engaged in 

different activities in the area as broker of farm animals or housemaids or as day laborers (look 

table one). From table one it can be understandable that 88 (73.3 percent) of the dwellers are 

engaged as day laborer. This place is a place where most of the urban poor are living. The inside 

roads are well planned (it is better from the inside roads of some Kebele's in Addis Ababa), even 

if they are dusty. 
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Table 1: Economic Activity of Dwellers in Kebele 07 of Adama town (Both sexs: Nov 2003) 

Type of .iobs In number Percent 

Day laborer 88 73.3 

Street venders 18 15 

Government employer 14 I 1.7 

Total 120 100 

Source: A sample survey done in kebele 07 of Adama town by the researcher. 

Mermarsa is a peasant association found in Adama wereda (see annex 3). The peasants 

informed the researcher that former Dergue9 government tried to resettle them in Guracha area . 

It is a hilly place found within the peasant association. This resettlement is a sort of nucleated 

one, which means putting the dispersed peasants in one area. After the Ethiopi an Peoples 

Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) took power, most of the peasants return to the i r 

original place. At the monument the peasants are di spersedly settled. There are di fferent 'gots' 

i.e. segments of the P.A, Xiddecha, Guracha are few among them . If we look the meaning of the 

names of segments in the P.A; Xiddecha is a name of acacia tree, Guracha means black, in 

Oromiffa. 

The people of Mermarsa are engaged in agricultural activities; teff, maize and har icot bean are 

the predominant agricultural products grown in the area. They also keep cattle's, sheep, and goat. 

Gembetcu, Abere, Gullele, Yaya, Gumu, Ecca, are the main Gossas (clans) that found in the area. 

These clans are categorized under the Tulema branch of Oromo ethnic group. The people are bi-

lingual, they speak Amharic and Oromiffa, but they fluentl y talk their mother tongue Oromiffa. 

In terms of service facilities, there is developed spring that provides clean water for the 

community. There is Xiddecha primary school from I_4th Grade; another primary and junior 

9 Literally the word Durgue means "Committee" in the Amharic Language. (Hawani and Aneesa: 1996,26) 
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school from 5_S
th 

Grade is under construction at Dengore. However, there i no health post in the 

area, in order to get the service the community has to go to Adama town or to Welenchil ie. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

2. Literature Review 

2.1 Grand Theories on violence 

Current theories that explain gender violence can be classified into three major categorie . These 

are Intra-individual, social-psychological, and socio-cultural. 

2.1.1 Intra-individual Theories 

These theories explain violence in terms of the individual actor. Some of the e theorie see 

personality, abnormality, alcohol, and drug use as causing violent psychopathological tendenci e 

in human binges (Gelles and Strauss 1979:554-555). Others consider chromosomes and 

·.1 
hormones in males to be medically linked to violence. For instance, it is suggested that the 

~ 
chromosomes in certain individuals are productive of low intelligence, which correlates with low 

educational levels, limited occupational opportunities, and increased frustration to cause anti-

social behavior and violence (Jarvick et 'at, 1973). Studies have also found a causal relationship 

between aggression and levels of androgens such as testosterone (Dabbs and Morris , 1990) and 

serotonin (Mckenry et 'al 1995). Still other theories have linked organic brain synd rome to 

violent outbursts (Monroe, 1970). 

Certain shortcomings have been identified in the use of the above-mentioned theories. For 

example, Scut (1991) identifies that alcohol may be associated with violence, but does not cause 

it. In many families, drunkenness may occur without any violence being precipitated whi Ie 

violence may occur with out any alcohol being consumed. Leonard and Blane ( 1992) ho\ ed 

that both the man's level of hostility and level of marital satisfaction moderate the relat ionship , 

between alcohol use and violence. 
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2.1.2 Social - Psychological Theories 

Social-psychological theories examine the interaction of the individual with the social 

environment, i.e. with other, groups, and organizations. 

The function-aggression Theory views the expression of aggression either as a response to the 

emotion that an individual feels when some goal is blocked or as a response to frustration being 

the product of learning (Steinmetze 1988, Abraham, 1995). Violence is highly related to social 

stress like poverty and job loss. As couples lost their satisfaction in marriage, a growing sense of 

anger and frustration emerges that increase the potential for violence. 

Social learning Theory explains violence as a learned phenomenon. Together with the role 

modeling theory it assumes that children learn violent behavior when they see thei r parents or 

other significant others resolving problems by means of violence (A braham 1995). The children 

then model this role of violent interpersonal behavior when they themselves become parents. 

Social learning theory is built around the use of reinforcement and extinction as well as 

association stimuli. For example, when children see violence on the television, they become 

desensitized and no longer respond to environmental cues that inhibit there own tendencies 

towards violence. Thus people learn and internalize social and moral justification for abusive 

behavior. (Ibid) 

Exchange Theory asserts that marital interaction is governed by an attempt to max imize 

rewards and to minimize cost. Reward, for the perpetrators or wife abusers, may include the 

release of anger and frustration as well as the accumulation of power and control , while for the 

victim it may be economic benefit. The cost of violence includes the victim hitting back, arrest 

and lor imprisonment, over status among friends and relatives, and di vorce or separation (Gell es 

and cornell 1990). 
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A related theory is resource theory, which explains that violence i u ed a a re ource to gain 

one's wishes in a manner similar to the use of money, status and individual per onal attributes 

(Steinmetze 1988). The extent of material resources controlled by husbands and wives 

determines their relative influence over major decisions and their control of martial power. 

According to Goode (1971: 624-629), violence is the ultimate resource in that it is used when 

other resources are perceived to be insufficient or to have failed to obtain the des ired response . 

Thus men who lack these other resources feel power less and inclined to force and violence, 

while women with abundant resources may be less willing to put up with abuse. 

The Conflict Theory of violence assumes that conflict is an inev itable part of human 

interactions, which are characterized by super ordinate and subordinate re lat ions a well as 

competing goals. The family is viewed as an arena of confrontation and conflicting interests, and 

so violence is a likely the out come. For instance, soc ial ineq uality is seen at pl ay in the 

redistribution of family resources; when domestic labor is pooled within the family , men are seen 

to claim a greater share of domestic resources irrespective of whom-brings them in (Gelles 

1987). 

2.1.3 Socio Cultural Theories 

Socio cultural theories focus on macro-level analysis. Hence such theo ries place marital violence 

within a wider explanatory framework that considers the impact of social instituti on and social 

structures on social behavior. 

Structural Theory identifies the source of violence as stress, frustration and deprivation 

resulting from economic crises. People with fewer resources relative to other members of the 

society are known to experience higher levels of frustration and tre s. Thi s people al 0 have 

fewer materials, emotional, psychological, and social resources to cope li fe adeq uately. 
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Frustration from material deprivation may result in phy ical wife abu e be au e the hu band i 

limited in his ability to provide basic necess ities for hi family and to meet normati ve 

expectations because of poverty or unemployment situations, and the tre and fru trati on may 

result in his use of violence. Hence, one would expect a greater prevalence of famil y violence 

among the poor, in large families and in crowded suburbs (Glenn 1987 teinmetze 1988; 

Abraham, 1995). 

Marxist Theory explains the source of violence from an economic and political per pecti v 

Women are an oppressed economic class deprived of economic control , politi cal power, and 

status. They are victimized by the patriarchal capitalist system, which fos ters c ntrol of the 

oppressed class by their oppressors. Violence, then is employed a the males mechani m of 

controlling females (Mies 1986) 

Feminists' theory highlights the oppressive character of structural inequality based on g nder. 

For feminists, gender it self as a social construction of male and female identified with unequal 

social value. The institution of patriarchy, a system of male dominance, conditions women 

psychologically because of this they accepting a secondary status by embracing a process of ex 

role stereotype. While women are expected to be expressive in outlook, men are sociali zed to 

demonstrate instrumental traits. Social pressure is seen to keep women conforming to th 

expressive role, a role of rationality and power (Eisenstein, 1984; Sheffi eld , 1987; Glenn , 1987). 

Feminist Theory criticizes male-female relationships as gendered constructions. Violence 

against women is seen as the most over and effective means of men social control of women, in 

that it is used when other and subtler methods of control do not eli cit submission. (Hoffman: el 

aI, 1994,132). The problematic nature of women to men relationship has been linked to it 
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centrality in patriarchy, the devaluation of women's wo rk and the hi erarchy of ender ( lenn , 

1987; Ferree, 1990). 

2.1.4 The Outlook of Mainstream and Feminist Theoreticians towards on Violence against 

Women 

These are two big polarizations on the study of domestic violence against women. i.e. between 

mainstream and feminist researchers. Broadly, mainstream researchers follow the pos itivist 

tradition in social science. As we know the idea of positivist approach makes the fo ll owing 

assumption. The behavior of humans, like the behavior of mater can be objectively measured, 

j ust as the behavior of matter can be quantified by measures such as weight, temperature, and 

pressure. They further said methods of objective measurement could be dev ised fo r human 

behavior. 

Positivist gives a particular emphasis on behavior that can be directly observabl e. Such things 

like meanings, feelings, and purposes are not particularly important and could lead to 

misunderstanding. For example, if the majority of adult members of society in ter in to marriage 

and produce children, these facts can be observed and quantifi able. Therefore, they fo rm reliable 

data from their contextual argument. However, the ranges of mean ings, there purpose fo r 

marriage and procreation are not directly observable. 

Due to this the mainstream researchers take drinking; unemployment, stress, or mental illnesses , 

are the motivating "causes" of violence against women. In addition to thi s, positivist 

theoreticians that based their explanation on mechanical and natural science models support 

views of battered women as psychopathological disturbed (Hoff: 1990, 17). 
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In spit of this some scholars like Hoff argued that "even if alcoholi m tl' I ' 11 , menta I ne etc, 

are factors contributi!1g to violence, to cite them as "cau es" i reductioni t (1990:5). trau , 

Gelles and Steinmetze (1980) are among those advocators of the main tream id a. 

Feminist researchers, on the other hand, are closer to the interpretive tradition and conflict 

theory. They focus on the socially constructed political , economic, and cultural contex t in which 

they believe violence against women with implicit social approval, and emphas ize qualitative 

methods such as interaction, historical and political analyses. 

As it was indicated by winch (1958) and Giddens, ( 1979), 111 the context of these debates, 

explanation of violence against women and victimization must be considered . A cau e and effect 

interpretation, paradigmatic of the natural sciences, is considered inadeq uate by fe minist to 

explain a human, context-leaden phenomenon such as violence. Jt sound more convincing that 

reason might clarify the meaning of some men/women behav ior rather than cau e that 

determine it. Such an approach assumes that social science is different, not on ly in degree but 

also in kind, from the natural sciences (winch, 1958). 

Hoff also argued, humankinds, who by nature are rational, capable, and governed by cultural 

rules, are engaging in social action whose sum is much more complex than individ ual behav iors. 

They are therefore responsible for their actions in various situational contexts, although 

consciousness may be clouded and responsibility mitigated by certain social, cultural, and/or 

personal factors like insanity or self-defense. 

In most cases feminist activists are concerned primarily with the political process and socio-, 

structural change to improve women's overall status and reduce their personal pain (warri or 

1978: Schechter 1982). 
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Feminist theoreticians continued their argument by saying; the topic of vi olence aga in t women 

has emerged from-hundreds of years of silence. Such silence signaled the beli ef that battering 

was a private matter between partners, a manifestation of the dichotomy between personal 

privacy and public interest that has dominated western thought regarding the famil y and exual 

relation (Hoff, 1990). Traditionally, men were in charge at home and abroad , while women were 

to fulfill her 'natural' destiny as reproducer and nurturer of children and men. That means 

traditional ideology supports oppressive social arrangements based on sex, race and class and 

wife abuse was one result of unequal power relations between women and men. (Ibid) 

Feminist view advocators also indicated that power relations between women and men impli ed 

with in the power disparity that women are not violent and that they are innocent victims and 

amoral beings. This view contrasts with research that suggests, men and women are equall y 

violent (Straus, Gelles, and Steinmetz 1980). 

Gelles and Straus (1979; 554-5) discuss the confusion of theoretical and ideo logical concerns 

around aggression and violence and attempt to solve the problem with a 'purely behaviors' 

definition. 'It [violence] is a physical act [of aggression] which must be separated from it social 

meaning'. In a medical framework, violence is often viewed as a 'symptom' of a personality or 

mental disorder or as a response to stress, (Hoff, 1990). Feminists, on the contrary, see these 

social meanings of violence as a response to stress as it was indicated previously as clear 

manifestations of the unequal power relations between men and women. [n addition to thi s, 

rationality has been associated predominantly with the public male domain, while emotional life 

has been defined as the proper domain of women and domestic li fe (C loward and Pi ven, 1979 ; 

Gerhardt 1979). 
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Hoff also describes: 

.. , 'Se~ism' a~ beha.vioral patterns complementing a social structure of male 
d~mlna~ce In. which individual men can behave violently against women 
with tacl! society approval, sexism and a patriarchal society are nol seen a . 
primary causes, but rather as contexts in which men choose violence to 
resolve conflicts. (1990: 12). 

When we see the experience of other countries like United States of America femini t acti vi t , ' 

cite FBI and other reports to inform legislators and the general public that nea rl y two million 

women are severely beatenlO each year, (Martin 1976; Browne 1978). On the other hand , 

activists take serious issue with statistics that report equal violence by women on men 

(Hilberman and Munson 1977/78:527). 

Dobash and Dobash also found that 34% of all of the violent offense reported to police 

department in Edinburgh and Glasgow, Scotland in J 974 were assault between famil y member. 

Most of these domestic assaults (76%) were committed against wive by their hu band , wh il e 

only 1 % by children, of chj\dren by their partners and between siblings (1977 :426-442). 

Even if it is not detailed information like thi s, the Ethiopian Women Lawy r's A sociati on 

general assembly (January 1996 to June 1998) supporting J 480 women with legal problems 

related to matrimonial litigation and other gender-based violence. Out of these 1480 case , 

EWLA had handled 1025 (62%) cases relating to domestic violence, divorce, sharing of common 

property and issues related with children born out of wed-lock. The re earch conducted by 

EWLA indicated that, in Addis Ababa 58% of the studied women are being as aul ted by their 

intimate partners (Rakeb, 1997 :49). 

10 I E h" '1 ddt I'ssues of violence against women was not ava il able or released on yearly ba e from 
n t IOpla compl e a a on 
courts or police stations . (Andargatchew. 1996) 
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Like Hilberman and Mun th 
son,o er scholars argued that women where ' qually a violent' a men 

(Straus, Gelles, and Steinmetz 1980) a fi d' h' h . 
, m mg w IC contradicted practicall y ev ryo ne' 

subjective knowledge of this topic. But, Hoff counter argued by saying, 

If we see local country hospital statistics, 70% of assault victims a ' ballered 
women, not men when the~e s~rprising findings were analyzed further, it was 
found. that wor:zen en~age In Violence just about as often as men when merely 
counting physically Violent acts (from pushing or a slap, to use of lethal fo rce 
and weapons). Howeve~, women's acts of violence are usually in self-defense, 
and are much less physically damaging men (Hoff: 1991:250). 

2.2 Some Strange reflections of Violence against Women 

... It {wife beating} is somethillg, which happens behilld 
closed doors, alUl 110 one likes to talk about it. (Lydall: 
1994,205) 

In many societies, violence against women is committed because of different cultural rea on . "It 

is almost universal, I I its patterns and causes may differ from society to ociety" (Rakeb: 1997: 9) . 

Anthropological reports of wife beating are come from many societies (Quinn: 1977; 190). "The 

use of Physical force by men against women may be prototypical of the one-to-one, intimate 

relationship of marriage" (Ibid). Quinn further explained, 

Marital relationship is the one in which male aggression against 
women is practiced or licensed,- in some societies, it is reported, 
individual women may be beaten by their kin or gang-raped '2 by their 

II It is still happened in most economically advanced European countries and the United States of Ameri ca (see th e 
previous Page in this research 18). It is also found in Economically Underdeveloped countri es like Ghana (Abane: 
1997), Kenya (Machera: 1997), Nigeria, (Atinomo: 1997) and Ethiopia etc. 

12 As described by Murphy and Murphy, (1974: 84-98) mundurucu are a people whose social life is undoubtedl y 
patriarchal. They are also one of the most warlike. They associated the origin of gang rape in thi society to some 
mythology. i.e., In mythology of trumpets or "Karoko ". In the mythology, these were originall y fi sh, and were 
captured by three women. Because the women owned the trumpets, they dominated men, forcing th e men to li ve in 
the separate domestic dwellings while they lived in the communal house, forcing the men to have sex , to carry fire 
wood and to make maniok cakes all onerous duties of the women in the present. Finall y, th e men were able to tak e 
the trumpets because they were the only one who hunted and could provide the sacrifi ces of meat that the ance to r 
spirits in trumpets demanded. In the present, the men make offerings of meat to the trumpets and occasionall y, in the 
secrecy of the men's house, play the trumpets from night until down. When new trumpets are in stall ed in the men's 
house, the men parade around the village, while the women are confined to their dwelling hou es , forbid den to ee 
the trumpets with the penalty being gang raped. The women wail to express their sorr.ow at having lost thei r ea rli er 
powers. The anthropologists note that the women are not in fact as impressed by th ose male secrets as thi scenari o 
suggests. Nevertheless, these rituals are related to more concrete aspects of male supremacy. 
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husbands' age mates. It is inductive that Mundurucu women av id 
gang rape by traveling together in band outside the ·elliemen/. (Ibid) 

In addition to this, she said 

The relatively high frequency of wife beating among form of physical 
aggression against women may simply reflect , as well as the 
intimacy of the marital relationship and the inevitable tension ' which 
arises within it, the greater opportunity which men have to aggress 
against women when they are alone with them in the privacy of their 
households. (Ibid.) 

There is also an article "Beating around the Bush" by Lydall ( 1994:205-226). It i about the 

Hamer women. In this brief ethnographic description, Lydall tried to explain the cultural rea n 

that Condon wife beating in the Hammer society. 

Among the Hamar in the Ethiopian Province of southern Omo, 
rather it [wife beating] is an open convention. Men are actually 
expected to beat their newly wedded brides, and when they do so, it 
is neither denied nor-hidden. 1/ (Ibid: 205) 

2.3 The Four World Conferences on the Issue of Women: One- Foot Step in 

Attacking the Problem 

Whatever justification and cultural reasons given to the violence commi tted against women the 

universal declaration of human rights (Article 5) states "no one shall be subjected to torture or to 

cruel, in human or degrading treatment." 

There are also four international conferences that gave much attenti on to the issue of women 

(Gaul: 1998, 2-8). In these conferences, it is the first step that the world acknowledges the 

violence acts against women and search for its solutions. 

20 



2.3.1 The first world conference on women in Mexico ity, 1975 

In this conference the status of women was convened to co incide with th 1975 Internati onal 

Women's Year, observed to remind the international community that di criminati on again t 

women continued to be a persistent problem in much of the world . The on ference, along with 

the United Nations Decade for Women (1976-1985) proclaimed by the eneral A embl y fi ve 

months later at the urging of the Conference, launched a new era in global effort to promote the 

advancement of women by opening worldwide objective , id ntifying ob tacles and rev iewing 

the progress made. 

The Mexico City Conference was called for by the United Nati on eneral A embl y to focu 

international attention on the need to develop future oriented goal , effective trateg ie and plan 

of action for the advancement of women. To this end, the General A embl y identifi ed three k y 

objectives that would become the basis for the work of the United Nati ons on behalf of women: 

• Full gender equality and the elimination of gender di scriminati on 

• The integration and full participation of women in development 

An increased contribution by women in the strengthening of world peace. 

2.3.2. The second conference was held in Copenhagen in 1980. 

There, the United Nations adopted the world program of action, whi ch focused on internati onal, 

national, and regional tactics to ensure equal rights for women. 

The Copenhagen came to a close with the adoption of a programme of acti on, whi ch cited a 

variety of factors for the discrepancy - between legal rights and women' ability to exerci e the e 

rights, including: 
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Lack of sufficient involvement of men in improving worn n' role in 

Insufficient political will 

Lack of recognition of the value of women's contributions to ociety 

Lack of attention to the particular needs of women in pl anning 

A shortage of women in decision - making positions 

Insufficient services to support the role of women in national life, uch a co-operati ve , day 

care centers and credit facilities, 

Overall lack of necessary financial resources 

Lack of awareness among women about the opportuniti es availabl e to them. 

To address these concerns, the Copenhagen programme of acti on call ed for, among other 

things, stronger national measures to ensure women's owner ship and control of property, a 

well as improvements in women's rights to in heritance, child custody and los or nati onality. 

Delegates at the conference also urged to an end to stereotyped attitude towards women. 

One of the issues that the conference was rai sed is the issue of dome ti c and sex ual violence. 

The report of the world conference of the United Nations decade for women: equality, 

development and peace, Copenhagen, July 1980, U.N Doc AlCONF 94/35 (80. W. 30), 

was the first time that domestic violence was explicitly mentioned in an official document 

of the United Nations. Domestic violence is referred to several tim e in the document. T he 

legislative measures section states: Legislation should also be enacted and implemented in 

order to prevent domestic and sexual violence against wo men. All appropri ate mea ure , 

including legislative ones, should be taken to allow victim to be fa irl y treated in all cri minal 

procedures. 
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2.3.3 The Third World conference on Women in Nairobi, 1985 

This conference adopted the Nairobi forward-looking strategie for the adva ncement of women 

to the year 2000. 

This Forward Looking Strategies call for: 

Sexual equality 

• The elimination of all forms of discrimination agai nst women 

• Equal rights under the law 

• Equal rights to marriage and divorce 

• The establishment, in every country, of a high-level governmental body to monitor and 

implement progress towards equality 

Women's autonomy and power 

• The right of all women-- irrespective of marital status-- to buy, ell , own and ad minister 

property and other resources independently 

• The protection of women's rights to land, credit, training, investment and income as an 

integral part of all agrarian reform and agricultural development 

• The equal involvement of women, at every stage and level of development 

• The promotion of women to positions of power at every level within all political and 

legislative bodies in order to achieve parity with men 

• Measures to promote equal distribution of productive resource and red uce ma s po erty 

among women, particularly in terms of economic reces ion 
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Recognition of women's unpaid work 

• Recognition of the extent and value of womell' unpa id work, in ide and ut id th 

home 

• Inclusion of women's paid and 'd k ' , unpal wor In natI onal acco unt and economic tati tic 

• The sharing of domestic responsibilities 

• The development of services, to reduce women's child- care and do mestic work load 

including introduction incentives to encourage empl oyer to provide child- car rac il iti e 

for working parents 

• The establishment of flexible working hours to encourage the haring of child - ca re and 

domestic work between parents 

Advances in women's paid work 

• Equal employment opportunities 

• Equal pay for work of equal value 

2.3.4 The forth world conference on Women in Beijing, 1995 

The Beijing conference adopted the plate form fo r action, The purpose of the plate forl11 is to 

ensure the protection and promotion of human ri ghts fo r women and girl s in every piece of 

legislation, policy, program, and resource proposed by states. 

The plate form documents commitments for legislati ve reform in health, education, decision-

making, and the elimination of violence. State signatories are obli gated to investi gate exi ting 

attitudes, values, and practices both publicly and privately, in order to foster change, One of the 

platform's "Critical areas of concern" is dedicated to violence again t women , In addit ion to thi 
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women's right to control their sexuality and sexual relat ions wa ack nowledged. 1 n th 

conference, the committee's wording added that women should enjoy thi ri ght "free of cerci n 

discrimination and violence." 

Generally speaking, in the conferences of Copenhagen and the Beijing the i u of violence 

against women gets much attention. 

2.4 Domestic Violence against Women in Ethiopia 

Most of the literatures in domestic Violence against women in Ethiopia trie to addre s the i ue 

from legal perspective, 'Law and Status of women in Ethiopia' (Dane l: 1980), 'The role of the 

law in the implementation of affirmative action programs for 'vllomen in Ethiopian'; (Emeza(: 

200 1). 'A report on a pilot study on violence against womenfuel wood carrier ' in Addis Ababa' 

(EWLA; 1998),' The rights of women under Ethiopian penal low '(Hilina; 1997), etc. 

It has to be known that Domestic violence against women is a taboo topi c, (Hoff: 1990, xi, 

Lydall: 1994, 205). Due to this, no one wants to talk about it. Further more 

Women are made to accept physical and emotional chastisement as 
the husband's marital right. Because of this, domestic violence is 
almost never reported, and even, then, the police it self dismisses it 
as a 'family matter' without filing a complaint. In the name of 
custom women are trapped in violent homes in silence (Rakeb: 
1997, 14) 

According to Rekab the Ethiopian law does not have specific provisions dealing with domestic 

violence. Abused women have thus to rely on the general law dealing with assault, battery, and 

so on (Ibid). The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Constitution in article 35 (4) ha 

recently prohibited laws, customs and practices that oppress women or cause bodily or mental 

harm to women by giving them the right to protection by the state from harmful tradition. 
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We may be familiar to hear such violent crimes stat' t' . 
I IC aga lll t \ men like, nd a 

woman in the United States is beaten by her husband (Dicani c: 1993 , 284 . H \ C er, \-vh n 

see the case of Ethiopia, there is a scarcity of data on the is ue of d me ti vi len again ( 

women. As it is mentioned by Habelamu and el'al, (C ited in Belegn: 200 1 34) the rea n ul d 

be: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Victims may fail to report the abuse because they fee l a hamed f being a ault d by 

their husbands. 

Abused wives may be afraid; they may have a sense offamil y loya lty . 

When women do report abuse, the stati sti cs may be 10 t becau e the fficia l fa i I t 

record the incident or record it in a way that is meaningful fo r re earch purp e. 

There may be statistics of assaults committed in a certain period of time; th se ta ti tic 

may not indicate the sex of the victim and of the perpetrator. 1t may not be able t be 

possible to distinguish domestic violence from any other type of random violence. 

In spite of the scarcity of data, there has been a research made on gender and cro cu ltural 

dynamics consisting eleven major ethnic groups of Ethiopia which practicall y cover 95 percent 

of the countries geographical area and 85 percent of the country's popul ation. Afar, Amhara, 

Gambella Gurage, Hadiya, Harari, Oromo, Sidama, Somali, Tigre and Wolaila are th majo r 

ethnic groups that included in the 1997 study (Hablamu el' al cited in Belegn: 200 I, 36). 

Gambella region is the highest from other areas on the average num ber of beating of wife b 

husband, 29.08 and Oromia ranked second, 9.39 by the estimated average num b r f beating in 

six months (Ibid: 37). This kind of data is a good indicator that hu band tend (0 u e ph ica l 

force to resolve conflicts with their wives (Belegn: 200 1, 38). In the re earcher made b 

Habelamu and el'a! beating of wives on husbands is very insigni ficant. The total a erage numb r 
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of beating of husbands on wives in six months is 6.98; contrary to th i the total averag number 

of beating ?fwives on husbands in six months is 1.29 (Habtamu et' at cited in Belegn: 200 I 37) . 

2.5 An Over View of Sexual Violence in Marriage 

Sexual abuse is the other type of violence committed against wives in mari tal relati on hip. ome 

times, it is also referred as wife rape (Dicanio: 1993, 287), "according to the law f mo t 

countries there is no such a things as marital rape" (A ndargachew: 1996, 3). However, Lip 

pointed out that "many countries have now changed their laws to make it po ibl e '~ r a w man 

to charge her spouse with rape. In 1990, France ruled that rape could exi t within marriage 'rapi 

husband,' Britain has made this charge more recently" (Lips: 1997, 2 14). 

Ethiopian law does not recognize martial rape either, the 1957 penal code (which i till app li d 

up to date) defined rape in article 589 as 

The act of compelling Women to submit to sexual intercourse 
outside wedlock, whether by the use of violence, or gave 
intimidation, or after having rendered her unconscious or 
incapable of resistance. 

Therefore, the penal code governs the crime of rape ifand only when the rapist and the victim do 

not have marital bound. 

2.5.1. Examining the truth of Sexual Violence in Marriage 

Marital rape can be defined as any unwanted intercourse or penetration (vaginal, anal, or oral) 

obtained by force, threat of force, or when the wife is unable to consent (Bergen: 1996, 5; 

pagelow: 1992, 7; Russell: 19903). Most studies of marital rape have included co uple who are 

I II . d t d dl'vorced or cohabiting with the understanding that the dynamics of ega y marne , separa e , 

I . I . I t m cohabiting relationship are similar to those of marri ed coup le sexua VIO ence In a ong- er 

I 998, 20). In the United States of America, re earcher e ti mate that (Mahoney and Williams: 
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between 10 percent and 14 percent of married women experi ence rape in man-ia e Fink I r 

Yllo: 1955,25; Russell: 1990,21). When researchers have examined the preval nce of diffe r nt 

types of rape, they have found that marital rape accounts for approximately 25 percent of all 

rapes (Randall and Haskings: 1995, 6-3) rape in marriage is an extremely preva lent r, I'm of 

sexual violence, particularly when we consider that women who are in v Ived in phy ica ll y 

abusive relationships may be especially vulnerable to rape by their partner (Ibid). tudi e u ing 

clinical samples of battered women reveal that between one third and one half batt red w men 

are rape by their partners at least once (Campbell: 1989, 355-346). 

The traditional definition of rape in the United States! 3 most commonly wa , " exual int rc ur e 

with a female not his wife without her consent" (Barshis: 1983, 383). A Finkelhor and VII 

(1985 :29) have argued, this provided husbands with exemption from pro ecution for rapi ng thei I' 

wives a "license to rape." This also has a resemblance to the definition of rape in the 1957 I enal 

code (see the previous page, 27). The foundation of this exemption can be traced back to 

statements made by Sir Matthew Hale, chief Justice in 1 t h century England. Hale WI' te, "The 

husband cannot be guilty of rape committed by himself up on hi s lawful wife, by their 

matrimonial consent and contract, the wife that given herself in kind into the hu band which he 

cannot retract" (quoted in Russell; 1990,17). This established the notion that once marri ed; a 

woman does not havethe right to refuse sex with her husband. 

Martial rape occurs in all types of marriages regardless of age, social cia s, race or ethnicity 

(Russell: 1990). Russell's research also revealed that traditional wives (mea ured by conformity 

to traditional female sex roles) were more likely to blame themselves for the violence and tay 

with their husbands. It is clear that marital rape is one extension of dome tic violence (John on 

and single: 1997, 22). 

13 In U.S.A marital rape become a crime on July 5,1993 (Bergen : 1991 ,3) 
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Husbands often rape their wives when they are aslee . p, or use, coercion verbal thr at I hy i al 

violence, or weapons to force their wives to have sex (lb'd) [ rt· I 
, I , mpo ant y, ome r arch r have 

found that compared to batterers, men who batter and rape are particularly danger u men and 

are more likely to severely injure their wives and potentially escalate the violence t murder 

(Browne: 1987,50; Campbell: 1989:339), 

Most researchers of martial rape agree that rape in marriage is an act of vi olence, an abu e of 

power by which a husband attempts to establish dominance and control over hi wife. While the 

research thus far reveals no composite picture of a husband- rapi t, the e men are often portrayed 

as jealous, domineering individuals who feel a sense of entitlement to have ex with thci r 

"property" (Ibid), 

2.5.2 Consequences of Sexual Violence in Marriage 

Even if the historical myth tells us rape by one's partner is a relatively insignifi cant even cau ing 

little trauma, research in dictates that marital rape often has severe and long lasting c nsequences 

on women, 

The physical effects of marital rape may include on injuries to the vaginal and anal area , 

lacerations, soreness, bruising, torn muscles, fatigue and vomiting (Adams: 1993 , 57-86; Bregen: 

1996,41) women who have been battered and raped by their husbands may uffer other phy ical 

consequences including broken bones, black eyes, bloody noses, and knife wo und that occur 

during the sexual violence, (Ibid) Campbell and Alford (1989:946-949) report that one hal f 0 f 

the marital rape survivors in their sample were kicked, hit or burned during ex. peci fic 

gynecological consequences of marital rape include vaginal stretching, mi carri age , till birth ' 

bladder infections, infertility, and the potential contraction of sexuall y tran mitted di ea e 

including HIV-AIDS (Ibid), 
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Wife rape survivors seem to suffer severe and long-term Psychological con cqucncc ' ( ri e 

1983, 532-553) similar to other survivors or sexual violence; ome of th h rt-term effe t 

marital rape include anxiety, shock, intense fear, depression, suicidal ideation, and po t-traumati 

stress disorder (Kilpatrick et 'al: 1988, 335-344). 

In addition to these long-term effects often include di sordered eating, Ie p pI' blem ) 

depression, problems in establishing relationships, and increased negati ve fee ling ' ab ut 

themselves. These effects are also observed in those women who are everall y beaten by their 

husbands (Frieze: 1983:532-553). Psychological effects are li kely to be long la ting- me mari ta l 

rape survivors report flashbacks, sexual dysfunction, and emoti onal pain for year after the 

vio lence (Whatley: 1993, 29-39). 

2.5.3 Reasons for under reporting sexual violence in marriage 

According to Bergen, 1996; Browne, 1987; Russell 1990, reporting rape In marri age may 

become even more complicated because of the fo llowing reasons. 

• Women that are raped by their husbands may hes itate to report because of famil y 

loyalty. 

• Fear of their abuser's retribution 

Inability to leave the relationship 

• Furthermore, many researchers have written about the discomfort that women fee l when 

they discuss the sexual violence experienced with their partner . 

• II ' they mentioned fo r women's under reporting i that man do A final compe mg reason 

h . . e of forced sex in marri age a rape. ome beli e e that onl y not define t elr expenenc 
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stranger rape is "real rape" and define forced sex as "wifely duty" and an bliga ti n n t 

rape (Bergen; 1996,37) 

Even if marital rape is a controversial issue at present time one thing that can t ape 

without mentioning is that there are still women that lived in violent ex ual marital li~ 

and it should get attention by the concerned bodies, particularly on preventi ve meth d at 

family level. 

2.6 Abduction in Ethiopia 

Abduction is practiced in most ethnic groups of Ethiopia (see annex 5). In thi the i it i 

presented as one form of violence against women. It ha different name BUlla 14 In 

Oromiffa, Hawe in Sidama (Almaze: J 996 :3), Gochima in Ari (Yintiso: 1995 :31) Kefila in 

Afar (NCTPE: 2003, 155). At regional level, Southern Nation Na ti onaliti e and Peopl e I 

region rank first, 91.6 percent in the occurrence of Abduction, which i followed by Oromia 

region, 80.4 percent (see table 2). For additional information for the occurrence of marri age 

by abduction look Table 2and 3. 

14 Abd t' ., fi d kl'dnappI'ng forced marriage (A /maz: 1996:3) , Bride- capture (Yinliso: 1995:3 1), or uc IOn IS a so re erre as, . . " . f 
B 'd ,. (D ' ' . 1993 288) It is defined in Webster di ctIOnary. The unlawful carry lll g awa 0 a \. omen n e stea mg Icamo. , . . . 0 ifjr(; I I 
fi . . , . t " (1961 '2) The word Bulla also has another Ill eanmg In rOIllI 'ja. t la or marriage or Immora m ercourse . . . . . I 
" ,. h' 'th G d ceremony Asmarom explained "Before a SUllli ng a pos iti on of leader hi P, t le intimate re atlOns Ip WI a a · . . d I ' . I 

" . t a community that none of their ance tors had ralde . T li pa rtl cu ar Gada class IS reqUired to wage war agams 
war is known as Butta" (1973 :8) 
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Table 2: Occurrence of Marriage by Abd t" . uc Ion m RegIOn (1997) 

No Region Percentage of marriage by abduction 

1 Tigray 36.2 
2 Afar 65.9 
3 Amhara 33.4 
4 Oromia 80.4 
5 Somali 32.7 
6 Benshangul Gumuz 68.7 
7 SNNP 9 1.6 
8 Gambella 4 1.3 
9 Harari 42.6 
10 Addis Ababa 7.5 

- .. 
Source. National committee on traditional practice m EthIOpia (NCTPE: 2002, 21) 

Table 3: Prevalence or marriage by Abduction by zone in Oromia Region (1997) 

No Zone Percentage of women married by 
abduction 

1 Misrak Hararge 11.6 

2 Merab Hararge 9.8 

3 Merab Wollega 15. 1 

4 lima 4.5 

5 Misrak wollega 7.1 

6 Semen shoa 21.3 

7 Bale 14.3 

8 Illubabor 10.4 

9 Merab shoa 15.7 

10 Misrak shoa 24.7 

Source: - (Ibid, 25). 

Mesrake shoa zone ranks first by 24.7 percent (see table 3), in prevalence of abduction within the 

Oromia regional state; we have to remember that Adama wereda is situated in thi s zone (see 

annex two). The beginning of marriage by abduction is still in dil emma, some people connected 

the issue with socio-economic crises created in the country li ke drought. It i known that 85 

percent of the Ethiopian population lived in the rural area and the people Ii elihood i dep ndant 

up on agriculture. When drought appears the economic base affected eri ou I . 
the re ul t of 
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this, most of the groom's families in rural area were unable to pay the bride pric for the bird' 

family. In other words, poverty plays its own role in aggravating abducti on in thi ar a. 

Some researchers take the issue of abduction to the northern part of the country: 

According to /ipsky marriage by capture was customary in the 
past. However, writing in the 1960 's, ---- the Amharas and the 
Tegrians did capture a bride for various reasons. He added that 
the captured girl "may be compromised or simply taken fo r safe 
keeping to the house of an elder ' '. (lipsky cited in A ndargachew 
1996:16) 

Andargachew also pointed out that in the Fethanegest abduction i indicat d a unl awful act, " I r 

the consent is extracted with violence" (Abba Paulos Tzadua cited in Andargachew: 1996, 10). 

Further, more, he explained the legal provisions do not necessarily indicate the ex istence and 

extent of abduction because the Fetha Nagast was introduced from out ide rather than being 

proclaimed locally to meet indigenous problems (Ibid: II ). 

2.6.1 Reasons for Practicing Marriage by Abduction 

According to the base line survey of NCTPE, the major factors contributing to the practi ce of 

Abduction in Ethiopia among the different ethnic groups are the following (NCTPE: 2002, 27-

28). It has to be known that the underlying factor for marriage by abduction is a refl ecti on of the 

lower position of women, poverty, under development, poor educational status, etc. (Ibid) 

• Anticipated refusal by parents of the girl. 

• To avoid the expenses of wedding ceremony or other economI c burdens while 

conducting the conventional marriage process. 

• Inability to pay the cost of dowry by the bridge groom. 
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• To outsmart a rival when a g' I h . Ir as many sLlltors and when the inclinati n r par nt r 

the girls are not predictable. 

• Difference between the bride's and the bride groom's family in econom ic and cia l 

positions. 

• To avoid exchange marriage, as in Shinasha. 

• Other reasons sLlch as prior commitment of the cO Lipl e (clo e to the elopement 

concept), and shortening the marriage process. 

2.6.2 The Process of Marriage by Abduction 

The NCTPE base line survey indicated the main process of marri age by abdication a fo llow 

(NCTPE: 2002, 28-29). 

• The process and out come of abduction vary with the prior knowledge and con ent 

of the girl or her family. When the girl is ready and willing, the proces i much 

simpler and the consequences lighter. Nevertheless, as in most ca e , when the girl 

is not consulted, does not agree with the act, and is not willing to accept the forced 

marriage, the process becomes more complicated and dangeroLis. 

• In general, the abductor forms a group of intimate fri ends and relat ives for the act. 

All the plane and preparations are made in strict secrecy so that the family or kin , 

the Gossa (clan) in the case of Drama did not know that their girl is go ing to be 

abducted. The movement and activities of girl is closely studied in order to make 

the abduction very easy. 
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• 

• 

• 

In most cases, the act of abduction takes place when the girl g ate r t 

collect fuel wood, to school, to market or to attend some fe tival . Th abdu t r and. 

his group usually perform the violence under the influence of alcohol. 

The group grabs the girl and carries her off. As the findin g of the ba lin urvcy 

(NCTPE: 1988) among the Drama culture, the future hu band i oftcn thc fir t t 

grab. If the girl shows resistance, she is forcefully dragged or ca rri ed n th 

shoulder of the abductor who might beat her in order to ubdue her. If a member f 

the community intervenes to stop the abduction, the group react ften by u ing 

brutal force. 

The girl is then takes to hide away in a place prepared by the abductor to a hou e or 

an elderly person. In most cases, forced sexual intercom e or rape take place 

almost immediately. This could be the reason that a in mo t communitie a girl 

who has lost her virginity is not marriageable. 

• Elders are then sent to the girl's family immediately to reque t their con ent and 

blessing of marriage. 

• Among some ethnic groups, abduction or kidnapping is done to another man's wife 

as a sign of bravery and manhood (in Ari). 

2.6.3 Reconciliation 

After the abduction is carried out, the abductor sends elders for reconci I iation and to decide the 

amount of compensation he has to pay for parents of the abducted girl (Rakeb: 1997: 12). In spit 

of this, there are cases that the reconciliation or negotiation may fa il. The re arch done by 

NTCPE indicated that, the abduction, even with the negotiation of elder (after it happen ) might 

lead to conflict between famil ies. Thus in some cases for example in Sa keto, Darzie, Kula. 
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Oromo it may degenerate into inter-community, inter- clan or even inter- thnic nni t 

sOf!1etimes leading to loss oflife (NCTPE2003 :157). It could entail hi gh c t to th c mmuni t 

or the family ' s interims of conflict settlement expenses. 

2.6.4 Consequences of Marriage by Abduction 

As it was mentioned in the findings of the baseline survey by NCTPE, (2002: 0-33) me f th 

consequences of marriage by abduction are mentioned in thi s way. 

• Maltreatment of the girl such as heating, inflicting body harm, uffoca tion ometime 

resulting in disability or even death. 

As it was mentioned earlier, conflict between familie re ulting in en u famil y I' 

ethnic conflict and loss of life. 

• Unhappy and unstable marriage and loneliness 

• Heavy expenses to conflict settlement such as compensati on to the fa mil y or through 

co urt cases. 

• Rape 

• Early marriage related consequences 

• The bride may be infected by HIV/AIDS and in the action of abducti on the girl may 

face death. 

• A woman who has been abducted has undergone seri ous p ychological cri se duri ng 

the process of abduction and rape. She develops a moral damage and a confused tate 

of mind, which could result in serious psychological di sorders uch a ner ou 

breakdown, sleeplessness, fear, anger, loss of confidence and el f-e teem. 
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• Most marriages by abduction do not satisfy the requirem nt of a alid ma n·i ag a a 

relation that begins with violence will be followed with conflict unhappy relati n 

and loneliness, affecting the children born from such wedlock and re ulting in di v r e 

and separation leading to single parenthood. 

• It also results in migration to urban centers to gain acce to li ve lihood tr ugh 

prostitution, street life, housemaid, etc. 

• Dropping out of school and preventing girls from gaining acce to educa ti onal 

opportunity. 

• Abducted girls lack educational opportunities and kill training to ain acce .~ r 

employment opportunities and thus become vicious of poverty and economic 

dependency. 

• As it was mentioned earlier, the case of abduction and rape i puni hable by the 

Ethiopian law. Abduction is recognized by the penal code as the carryi ng of worn n by 

violence or after obtaining her consent to it by intimidation, tri ckery or deceive it (art. 

558). The act of abduction is punishable with rigorous impri onment not exceeding 

three years. The crime is aggravated and its punishment rose to fi ve years, where the 

woman has been rendered incapable of defending herself or of offering res i tance (art . 

559). 
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'Torture in Love' 

As the shades of darkness are drawn 

own about her, blocking out any 

possible sign of life she once knew; __ _ 

You can see the sorrow in her eyes, 

once shining so brightly, now blood shot 

from all those terrifying, and sleepless night __ _ 

How could this man, she'd once loved 

so deeply, hurt her so badly? She had 

done everything he'd asked! Was it 

that he 'djust stopped loving her? Was 

he jealous? She 'd given him no cause to be! - - -

When shall she be saved by p eaceful death; 

for this she feels, is the only answer, the only way 

she'll escape this, 'torture in love? ' Andfind 

her freedom from this terror, pain, andfear, 

her once so-called, 'love' has brought in to her fading life. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3. Description of Case Histories, Focus Group Discussions and Explanation of 

the Main Points Arose in the study 

As it was mentioned in the methodology part, case hi stories and Focu group di cu i n are the 

methods that are applied in this research. Therefore, the selected ca e hi torie F 0 , and the 

main points of the research are elaborated in this and in the preceding chapter . 

The following case histories explain the violence committed on wive by hu band . For the ak 

of informant's confidentiality, the researcher expresses their name in capital letter . 

3.1. Case History A - (in Adama town at Kebele 07) 

1 was born in the city of Asmera from a military family. My f ather was a fo rmer Dergue 
government major and my mother is a housewife. As you know, there is a continuou . civil war in 
Eritrea and my father was an active participant in the war. One day we heard that he 10 ·t his life 
in the battlefield. Then the civil war was getting aggravated seriously and the Eritrean People 
Liberation Front (EPLF) was on the way to control Asmera. At this point, my mother and the 
rest of the family moved from Asmera to the capital city, Addis Ababa. 

A continued to describe her history, my parents was so nice to me, and they provided me good 
education up to diploma level. 1 have grown up as a free and happy child like the people of 
Eritrea, 1 speak openly, and 1 did not know any shrewdness at all. In my opinion this people are 
free and hospitable. When 1 was in Asmera 1 have been worked in government organization, 
which has different branches all over Ethiopia. 

After my arrival to the capital, 1 contacted the head office of my organization. / was aSSigned to 
Nazareth branch. The town of Nazareth became a nice place f or me because it was the fir t time 
1 became independent from my parents. 1 rented my own house in Kebele 07. /n the compound / 
was living, there were many neighbours. Next to the house 1 rented, there was a bachelor man. 
Gradually 1 became very much attracted to him because he was very shy and thoughtful. After 
frequent dating, 1 reached an agreement with my friend 10 live together, a cohabitant. My 
husband told me that he was born in Gojjam. He had passed different ob taele in hi life. He 
even had served in the National Military Service of the former Dergue Government. He al 0 

worked in one of his relatives Hotel in Addis Ababa as a supervisor. Finally, they send him to 
Nazareth to work in oilcake selling store. However, as time went on, hi family did not find the 
business profitable. Therefore, they closed the store. His relatives told him to return to Addi 
Ababa. You know, it is at this moment that 1 mate this man. He always told me that if he et 
some money he could rebuild the business again. Then by pullin thi in mind, / a ked him, 'do 
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you ~~ally run this business if I borrow some amount of money from m relalive ·.' He r>pli ,d 
yes m confident. 

In my imagination, I thought it might be a good opporturity to start our own bu ine .. Th n, I 
gave a call to my mother and told her every thing. She said, 'let me think about it . ' After a 
couple of days she sent 10,000 Ethiopian Birr through the Commercial Bank of Ethiopia, and 
passed the following message. 'If you married the person you are now with a weddin , I would 
have spent almost the same amount of money that you have requested to day. Therefore, tly t do 
something real important with this money '. That day, I become so happy be ause, I thou hI thaI 
my life long dream of having our own business seems to come true. When 1 mate my hu band, I 
told him that I got the money and that it was possible to start the business. He thanked my fam ily 
and me too. He confirmed again he would restart the form er bu iness, whi h h did earlier. 
Since I didn't have that much know-how about oi/cake (Fagulo - business) at all, I didn 't gille 
him any advice, but I gave him the money. He also said, 'on the next fifteen days I will slarl th 
work' 

You have to know also that my partner (which I some times ref er as husband) was li llin in my 
house, because I rented not from individuals but from the Kebele. I wa. the one who CO li red Ih , 
whole household expenses. On some occasion my partner contributed. Beginninfrom the day 
he started living in my home, up to fifth month, we were peaceful, but some times there wa ' a 
fight between us, (a minor one). I stayed in marital relationship with my husband for almost fo ur 
years. 

One day, (after we stayed together for a year), I told him that 1 was pregnant. He become so 
happy and told me that the baby would to be born. In spite of this, 1 was not in a po 'ition to 
agree with his thoughts. I have my own reasons to say this: 

We did not have enough amount of money (income) to raise a child 

The house we lived in was too small to raise a child 

His business activity was at an infancy stage. If we started to spend money on rai 'ing a 
child, my husband would not be able to stabilize his work 

Even if I told him these reasons and tried to explain it in a ver~ clear way, he rej ected the 
reasons. He said, 'the infant has to be born. ' During this debate With my husband, 1 was a o~e­
month pregnant. I thoroughly thought by my self, weather to abort it or not. In the end 1 carned 

out my decisions and aborted the child 

Starting from the day that he heard I aborted of the fetus, his b; havior chakn
l
g
l 
edd. Wheh~/dt~elredis ~ 

fi h b h I 'd '1 know you don't like me that s why you I e my c I . on t Ig t etween us e a ways SOl , ' . 

know why he didn't consider the economic condition we had 117 at that moment. 

S ' . I' d h 'Sl't in his workplace and ask him how the business was going on. 
ome times, trle to ave a VI . . . j _' d ' ,£ . d 

u Id I "t' fi 'But I started to develop a SuspICIOn, because hiS lien lI1,;olme ne WOU rep ay, I IS me . , d ' . I 
me that m husband business was not in good condition. / trie to mve t~gate on ,~y own w~. 

d · I Y h h he worked and asked the day laborers, Is he 111? They replied 
Irect y went to t e store were , II h 

h B I d'd 't b l' e them so I got in to the store. Where there wa a ma room I at 
e whasbnot

d
· ut, Id Ihn ~ tlev 

U'hen I entered that room he and hi fr iend were iltin 10 ether, 
my us an wou c ew ca e. rr, - . h ' I d / I k d d 

k E oI' them was holding cale 111 I ell' 1an . .00 ar un 
the room was full of smo e. very one '} . d I " if h . 
the store. There was no sack that holds oi/cake (cattle food). / que tlOne 11m 111 /'onl 0 I 
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friends, why the store is empty? He tried to explain, but none of hi I' ason \ r 
Then 1 returned to my work place, hopeless. ol1 vin in 

That. nig~t, we disputed on the current activity of our bu ines . He didn'l lVanl I I II 111 an 
detaded mformation about the busin h t d h ' . . ... ess w a concerne 1m at 11701 momenl was dun n my 
vlsltatzan t~ his woke place; ~e assumed that 1 insulted him in f ronl of his fr i nd ·. A I Ihis lime, I 
becorr:e funous because of his answer. 1 replied to my partner, 'can they be called fr iend '. Th 
a~e dlggmg a gr~ve for you .. They are there because you have the money. They chew COle, 'm k 
cigarette and drmk.al~ohol.lI7 the night'. ~efore lfinished the statemenl he slapped and punched 
me ?n th~ face. 1 dldn t be~leve what he did. Then he angrily said 'J 10 '1 Ihe mon :y becau e 117 

busmess IS not profitable! He also gave a strong warning, 'don'l talk to me like 11701 again! ' 
Then he left the house. 

1 just went to the mirror; saw my swollen face and black eye. J took an ice from Ihe refr i eralor 
and held on it. That night, he came late, drunk. I was in the sofa watch in TV He wan I d 10 kiss 
me on the cheek as if nothing happened. 1 just turned my face then He said, ((('J.·ft: lJ-i·fJt1 . 
hllC )',emJ:"t) :p(}·r)) 'setoch Setebalu Kebere Aywedelachum ' - (lilerally il means, WO men 
didn't like to be honored) 1 didn't like to replay f or his stupid word. 

Around midnight 1 just changed my night cloth and went to bed. / lay on Ihe bed fo r Ihirly 
minutes. He came and started to hug me. 1 refused. Because of my refusal, he beal me n my 
nose, and, 'you are my wife, 1 have the right to have sex with you any lime J need ' H ·tarl d to 
do it. 1 remained silent, senseless, and hopeless. 1 hate my self. This Iype of in i lenl b ~came a 
common thingfrom that day on wards. 

In the office, my colleague asked, , what is wrong with your face ?' I replied, / fe ll and a window 
frame hit me. Always-different lies should be created in order to convince anybody who raised 
the same kind of question. 

On the second year of our marriage, 1 became pregnant again. I deliberately did Ihis because my 
age was at the end of thirties. My husband behavior didn't show any progress 01 all. He kep I 
getting drunk, and fails in to bankruptcy. He always beats me, and 1 couldn 't withstand any 
more. 1 had been in a hopeful dream in the past two years that, one day our marriage would be 
all right. But there is no change, it became like a hell. 1 remembered the incident when Iloid him 
that our relationship should be over. 

It was in one of the weekends. He came very late at night, knocked the door heavily and my 
housemaid wakeup and opened the door. He was there drunk, speaking like damaged lape 
recorder cassette. He asked dinner, the servant served him. He said, 'my wife should bring il to 
me not you '; 1 told him 1 was tired. 

At this time 1 was a five-month pregnant. He replied, 'come and serve me!' 1 imply. sal, where / 
was. He immediately become hot and threw the bottle that holds water. It barely ml 'sed me and 
smash against the wall. At this moment, 1 just went to .the bedroom, he came ape: m; alan the 
bedside and started his verbal abuse. 1 couldn't bear hiS verbal abuse. a J laid him, / will never 
live with you, our relationship is over, starting from tomorrow ' 

He jumped from the bed and said 'what? You killed my son earlier, now ou want 10 rake rhi 
one away'. After this incident 1 don't remember what happened. The only 117117 / rel1lemb.er \ a 
the first beating. Then 1 became unconscious and fe ll .on the ground. The next mormn Ih 
housemaid told me that, 'after you become uncon CIOUS he I· en( oul from th hou . / 
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approached you and I heard your b th ' h 1 
h d h 

rea mg, t en run to the nur 'e hOIl7 Ih ,. is a 1110 111 an 
nurse w 0 rente a ouse next to m' ,l h d ' h' Th mel s e came an exanllned you and sh told m Ih r is' 
not mg wro~g. e two of us take you to the bed, the nurse left almo 'l layin jor an h ur ' 'J 
thought ~othmg would change this man. On that day I just went to Ihe police station and I 'Id 
every thmg that ~appened to the officers. They summoned him to the police station. In ront oj 
~h~m he ~poken he, he says I love my wife, I take care of her, she is the one that undermines 117 

If ~s ob:zous that hu"!orously I sometimes said 'if this child is borne she/he will look like In , 

bng,ht m c~lor, (the mforman~ looks like ,:hat in Amharic called keye) not dark (Bareya) lik 
you occaszonally when. he ~ned to explam something to some one, f may. ay y u ar n I 
capable enough/o explam this, please, let me do it '. May be this kind of expression made him I 
say for the pohce officers that, 'she undermines me '. The police officers didn't con 'id I' my 
accusations. They said, 'It is between you and your husband, try to solve the problem to ther '. 
Now, 1 know the police wouldn't help me. Ijust went to EWLA, Ihey also told me that, 'LeI us try 
to talk to him'. 1 strictly explained my decision, 'No negotiation, I want separation with this 
man'. 

When my partner under stood that my relationship with him was goin to be over, he send our 
soul father (yenefeseabate in Amharic) and elders, in order to made peace. I lold them v'ry 
single trouble he made from the beginning. Our soul father said, 'our church doesn 't simply se ~ 
when husband and wife are separated like this, we are always teach in peace among peopl ~; 

Please, negotiate with your husband in the name of God , I asked our soul father, 'could you iv 
me guarantee that he will not beat me again?' The priest replied, 'it is difficult to give a promis , 
but give him a chance, we will also give him a strong advice '. 

The word of God has a big place in my heart and soul. And my hu 'band knows this. 0 jor the 
time being I stopped my accusation against him, and life seemed normal. However, after one 
week everything turned to its pervious situation. Everyday there is beating, humiliation etc. By 
collecting the necessary materials (Household items and clothes) that I have in the hou 'e 1 look a 
refuge to one of my neighbours. It was the first time that the neighbours recognized, (a t least 
from my side) that there was a problem between my husband and me. Up to thaI lime, 1 didn't tell 
any of my neighbours that my husband beats me because I considered it as a shame. 1 also gave 
a call to my family in Addis and they send over my brother. With my brother support 1 charged 
my partner in order to leave the house. Thanks to EWLA (Ethiopian Women lawyers 
Association) staff members they facilitated every thing legally. I am separated with my partner in 
a peaceful way. With out hesitation he left the house. As I mentioned earlier I rented the house in 
my name form the Kebele. After two-months of separation, I gave birth to a baby boy. 

Even if, we are legally separated, his threatening didn 't stop for two consecutive month . On 
some days he waited out side my organization and threatens me to come back home. On other 
days he begged me 'let us become together '. I confirmed to him, 'enough i enou h '. As 1 
mentioned previously such kind of threatening continued for couple of month . If he mate me at 
night, he would threaten me with a knife. Due to this, I was forced to change Ihe direction oj my 

way to my home. 

I remember, one Sunday he came to my home broke ~he door and ~ut my phone I~ne . I escaped 
through the back door and reported to the police statIOn. By! acceptll7g my accu allon the~ come 
to my home to examine the situation of the incident. In plte of the jact .they saw 117 their own 
eyes, they asked me. 'Do you have an eye witness~' ~ conf!rn~ed to the polIcemen ~ I \IIa hll11 \ h 
destructed my property. However, they finally smd we dldn t be able 10 arre I 171111 becau e you 

42 



don 't ha~e an eye w.itness, w,ho can witness that this destruction was c mmitl db 
husband. Due to this I wasn t able to charge him in court. 

ur ,.117 r 

My partner also tried to establish a custody case to the newborn child. At Ihi time Ih child wa . 
two years old. I immediately send my child to my mother's place in Addi . w there is n 
threatening. His friends told me that my former partner has married anoth r woman. J, al 
present mate a very gentle man, and we are dating for about one year. J am tryin to examine 
this one from different directions, because I don 't want to repeat the same mistake a ain. 

3.1.1. Main Points in A's Case 

• Cohabitation is a formulation of marital relationship. Scholars argued that violence a ain 

women in cohabitant way of life is the same as formal marriage ( ee the previou pa en. 0). 

Cohabitation is defined as a man and woman living together in an intimate relation hip with out 

being legally married (Cox: 1990, 105). In this definition we can ob erve that c habi tati n c uld 

be defined as marriage1S but the only requirement it lacks is the que tion of legality. At pre ent 

time, there is on going movement by political activities in Ethiopia to make cohab itat ion a 

legally recognized form of marriage in the legal arena. 

In some cases individuals may say cohabitation can serve as a preparation for actual marri age 

i.e. to know compatibility, satisfaction etc. But, research conducted on the quality of relati on hip 

after cohabitation experiences find little if any relationship between cohabitation and the degree 

of satisfaction conflict emotional closeness or egalitarianism in actual marriage (Cox cited , , 

Maklin 1983; Jacques and Choson: 1979 et' ai , 107) 

In this case, A is the source of the capital in which her partner was able to begin bu iness. Due to 

his inability or what ever his reasons could be, he lost the 10,000 birr. So, the conflict began to 

h A ted an l"mmediate answer for what happened to the money. He couldn t appear, w en reques 

15 M ' b d fi d "a cultural approved relationship of one man and one woman (monogamy) or of one arnage may e e me as . . h th . 
(I ) of one woman and two or more men (po lyandry) In wh lc ere I 

man and two or more women po ygany or . II h 
f I . t e between the mari tal partners of oppos ite ex and genera y. t e 

cultural endorsement 0 sexua III ercours . h 
. . '11 b b t of the formal relationship . Polygamy IS th e term that ub- um bot expectatIOn that chIldren WI e orn ou ., d fi ., 

. I E lopedia of the socia l science: 1968,2) . It I ob IOUS that the e InltJ on 
polyga~y and polyandI?''' (IbnternatlOnda b ~c~l~ issue because every one defines from hi or her/o\ n pe pecti e. For 
of marnage at present tIme ecome a e a a h d tl . 

" b riage the researc er use liS one. the sake of explainmg what do we mean Y mar 
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give her right answer, when she insisted to know the detail ab ut the i u . H r th r ph 

psychological and sexually abused her. Such kind of action served ~ I' h I' partn r t c r up hi 

faults and to show his domination. 

In addition to this, her partner's mistreatment may come from hi way f I kin t ward 

women as weak and incapable of protecting themselves. For in tance at m pa rt r th a c 

history he said, ' You, women don't like to be respected' . Thi kind r tat ment m rr m 

prej udice way of explaining women. This proverb like statement u ed to und rmin th tatu r 

women. A research made on different ethnic groups in Ethiopia indicated that ' thi pian rr m 

all ethnic groups have proverbs which "degrade" women and children . (Hirut : I 7, 55 Thi 

is also a good indication that gender inequality is a fac tor, which give the w men I weI' statu in 

the society . 

• A and her partner have a misunderstanding/di spute before her partner tart d t c n um 

alcohol. During the fighting it was not the alcohol that made A' partner to abu e her phy icall y, 

sexually or psychologically but it was the predetermined view of her partner that A i a weak and 

she could not easily attack him. His violent attack is also a cover for hi mi take and a 

justification for his abuse. It is difficult to put alcohol as a cau e fo r violent act according to the 

survey made in this research the number of husbands who are angry and eager fo r fighting are 

small in number during the consumption of alcohol and cate. 
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Table 4: Behaviors of Husbands Sho th . W' wn on elr Ives after Consuming cale and Alcohol 

(Nov, 2003). 

Character of the husbands on their wires after consumin2 cate and alcohol 
Response In number Percent 
Nervousness and eager for fighting 5 8.2 
I become playful and humorous 5 8.2 
I become so open for any kind of discussion 4 6.6 
I fi ll so bossy 21 34.4 
If I saw few mistakes in the house 26 42.6 
I shout (i .e. verbal abuse), even beat my wife 

Total 61 100 

Source: sample survey conducted in Adama town of Kehele 07 by th e rcsea rcher 

From the table 4, we can see that those husbands that give a re pon e of nerv U nc and a er 

for fighting are 8.2%. This shows that alcohol consumption by it elf didn' t creat vi lent act . At 

the end of the row in Table 4, the numbers of husbands who verbally and phy icall yabu e th ir 

wives are 26 (42.6 percent). The cause of their abuse is not the alcoh l e n um pli n bUl thei r 

superiority mentality that they have to take measures in order to correct the mistake. 

May be the other issue that I couldn't pass with out explaining is, according to A, me lime 

humorously (in humorous way) she addressed her husband as Bareya an Amharic wo rd which 

served to devalue the status of individuals whose skin are black. In addi tion to th i he said ' I 

undermined him as a person who didn't properly explain him self . 

• A also aborted their first infant by her own decision. It created the fir t crack with A' 

relationships with her partner. This shows that A used the natural mandate, which he ha n the 

infant because the infant was sheltered in her womb. Such a one sided deci ion b A contributed 

for the aggravation of the conflict. 

.In A's case history it is found out that she was physicall y beaten repeated I her hu band 

punched and forced her to have sexual intercourse) and thi s made her t de elop black e e 

broken nose etc. This sexual violence is also considered as marital rape. ince her partn r i 
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stronger than her, he forced A to have sex w'th t h . . 
I ou er own wtllll1gne . ( r 111 I' In 1'111 < Ii n 

about the consequence of sexual violence in l11arriage f hI ' rom psyc OOgl al a el l a ph 

p29-30). In A's case we can see that the resource issue, fru tration and the pI' del rmin d LIt 

look towards women contribute for the violence acts committed on A. 

·G.T mentioned that friends or relatives effort both from her hLl band a well a fr m her id 

fails. In academic language the effort of marital therapy through trad iti nal m hani m n I 

effective. The reason for this could be the reconcilers have no trong 

V's behavior. 

3.1.2. Interview with A's husband 

ial pre 

Up on the request of A, the researcher tried to contact Y, hu band of A. Fir t, he refu ed t 

rr 

I V 

any information because, according Y, every relationship that he ha had with A' i a pa t 

history and he said 'no comment at all'. In spite of this, through the a i tan e f Nazareth 

EWLA staff members he volunteered to give an interview. Later n the re ea rchel' i im ply 

cross checking what A's told about the affair she has had with this guy. 

Y started his case from where he was born. I was born in Gojjam at a place known as Dangela. 
My parents are peasants. I grew up as a peasant 's son. I liked the tyle of living in the rural 
area. J also helped my father in farming. 16 (Y repeatedly asked the researcher, are you a relative 
of A? The researcher replied he is not). He continued to tell about the relationship he has with A, 
I love her, she was a good wife, I also know she love me. But, you know, f couldn 't u e the 
opportunity J get with her. I had been with badfriends, f chew cate they chew cate f drunk, they 
drank, and J developed less interest in my job. As a result of high expen e on the alcohol and 
cate, my economic strength decreased from time to time. Previou ly, when f worked with my 
relatives, J was a strong worker because I was employed But now I wa the bo and f couldn't 
manage the business properly. May be it is because f didn't see such amount of money in m 
hand in previous times. Step by step, I started to lose all the money that f get from A ' famil . 
When my friends also realized that the money I have minimized they left me alone. A al 0 become 
contentious, she always questioned, where is the money that she gave me wa ? You know! he 

didn't understand my personal problems. 

16 The researcher skip those episodes which are previously mentioned b A 
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As a resu.lt of the (actors that I mentioned up to now, there is always a fi ht, J utdn 'l p ak lik 
her, she IS talkatIve, she undermined me in front of my . friends, and she flu hed 01 me. ~ 
extent I remained her to be silent, but the nagging and mistrealment didn 't s/ p. It 
from time to time, daY-lo-day. I told her to watch her mouth. You kn w, sh 111 ani knam 
Bareya I hate this name, I hate when people call me by this name. 0 , J Slarl d I beal h r, h 
decreased her nagging and mistreatment. Y continued to say, my fa lher alwa s I /I m Ihal 
(((l-r'i J,V,P ,lJ.t) ,eOJ.Lf"· fJtloo;:l'UrOJ' ;,,e;:l'/11I'Vpr~) (. el na Ah yo dulla Yew dalu 
Kalemetahachew Ayetazezum)- literally it means a women and a d nkey like ' b olin , if y 1.1 

don't beat them, they couldn't be loyal to you. This kind of menlality always r rd d in III 

mind, when A challenged or refused me what I ordered her 10 do so, J w uld b 0 1 her. To som 
extent, this is the only last resolution I have as a means of controllin my wife and I fo r h 'r I 
do whatever thing I like to do. Y said that I was socialized in a society which wifi b Olin is 
considered as a normal thing. I observed during my childhood that my fa ther b a/in my mOlh r. 
At this point, the iriformant asked the researcher, 'is it somethin amazin . You can find il 
everywhere, in my opinion,' a husband has a right to beat his own wife'. 

A hates me, she refused to have sex, and I started to develop a suspicion Ihat sh may hav an 
affair with another man. Due to this, I considered forceful sex, a ' a way of a/lractin A. II didn'l 
work, and finally we broke up! You know! There is one thin I am disappointed by A, i . . sh 
stole my baby, and I don't know him properly. She prevented me from havin onlact wilh my 
son. Y requests the researcher, 'could you tell her at least to let me 'ee my son: The r . or h r 
tried to tell A about the request made by her husband. A said '] know, nce he s s th 'hild and 
know his where about, he might establish custody right in the courl. J don'l want Ihe 111an wh 
abused me and lost my ten thousand Birr, to be my only son'sfather. You kno w! My son will g I 
the opportunity to know his biological father when he is at the right age. ' 

3.1.3. Interpretation of the couple's case (Y & A) 

The first point that leads to conflict between this marital relation wa created ar und ec n m ic 

issue. That means Y did not properly manage the money brought by A to begin a new bu ine . 

As a result of this their marital relationship became rough. In order to re 01 ve the created confl ict 

Y choose Physical, v~rbal and psychological abuse as a solution. For further information 10 kat 

the following tables. 

As it is indicated in table 5 those respondents, who say we have a fi ght ith our wi , are 6 1 

(93.8%), for Kebele 07 and 60 (95.3 %) Mermarsa. From this we can under tand that hu band 

didn't deny there is a fight with their wives. 
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Table 5: Husbands fight with wives (In botl t d 1 S U Y area ': Nov 2003) 

, 
Kebele 07 Mermarsa 

Do you have a fight with In number Percent In number P r nt 
you wife 

Yes, I did 61 93 .8 60 95.3 

No, I didn't 4 6.2 3 4.7 

Total 65 100 63 100 

Source: sample survey conducted in Adoma town of Kebele 07 and Mermarsa by the 

researcher. 

Table 6: Cause of a fight: response made by husband (In both study cites, Nov 2003) 

Cause of a fight 
Response In Number Percent 

It is about our children's and household expense 24 19.8 
My wife insisted me to help her own relatives 22 18.2 
It is about personal relation between us 28 23 .1 
My wife is not loyal to me 27 22} 

My wife didn't properly handle the domestic activity 20 16.5 
Total 121 100 

Source: (Ibid) 

The cause for conflict between A and Y can be categorized on the 3rd and fourth row (tab le 6). 

Because the business activity is the one created within their per onal relat ion hi p, ut f 12 1 

respondents 28 (23.1%) of them say, it is our personal relation that calmot publicly tated whi ch 

leads us for conflict. The fourth row, which states the question of wife loya lt , ha ome relation 

with Y' s enforcement on having forced sex. 

Y's alcohol and cate consumption drastically affected hi income. Due to thi he couldn't mange 

the business in proper way. It has to be known that it i not the alcohol r cafe that made him t 

abuse his wife but the frustration that comes due to of lack of ec n mi tren th v hi h bl ked 

him from satisfying his own as well as hi s wife's expe tation. n turn thi fru trati n and I k f 
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economic strength was considered as a weak c: I . , ness Irom 11 wife pint r 

up his fault he started beating his wife. 

A's husband confessed that during his childhood he observed that hi fath r wa b atin hi 

mother. So, even the community that he comes from Condoned wife beating a a n rm al thin . 

The average number of beating of wife by husband among the Amhara i .4 Hab lamu I 'al 

cited in Belegn: 200 I, 37). 

Y didn't deny A's accusation. But he stressed that A's inferiority out I k t wa rd him If 

contributed for his forceful action. Here the point is that A con ider it a hum r u thin . In pit 

of this Y is provoked when A calls him by the nickname Bareya. 

Both Y and A forgot that the child was the victim of their conflict. Their nit hi m th r' a 

well as his father's love and affection. From this we can under tand that the child i vi tim f 

family separation, as a result of domestic violence between hL! band and wife . 

3.2. Case history B (in Adama Town of Kebele 07) 

B explained her case history beginning from her place of origin, my place of birth is in 
Sebatebete Gurage area at a place known as Gunechere. Both my father and mol her died when 1 
was a three-year old child Because of this, my uncle raised me up. AI the age of ei ht my 
brother took me to Nazareth. He told me that 1 was going to be employed in some body' house 
as a housemaid 1 agreed with his idea. 1 enjoyed working there, because there is Televi ion, and 
Radio that are very prestigious commodities in the countryside. At the age of ten 1 gOI Ihe 
opportunity for education. It is known that in the 1970's extending to O's Ihere was a National 
literacy campaign by the Dergue government (In Ethiopian calendar) . Due to thi , Ihe Kebele 
officers came to our house and told my employers 'there is a child who couldn'l read or write her 
name, so she must get the opportunity for education, which is given b Ihe overnment '. M 
employers agreed with this idea andfor thejirst time in my life I gel chance to join chool, I was 
educated up to t h Grade. 

Attending school at night gave me good opportunity in meeting new fr iend and knowing what i 
going on in the town. My classmates also told me that I could do belfer than Ihis if I changed my 
job. Then 1 dislike being a housemaid So, 1 became eventuall a eller of econdhand cloth. 
Therefore, I rent two small plots of land (Medebe in Amhari ) for Ihir! Birr per month or each 
plot. 
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Around the middle of 1970's the Dergue soldiers took b - t l h b I . . . my 10 17er IV r II 11 117 > l azar Ih, 
to be tra~ned In the National military service. And was 'end to war r nt. B '0/1, 

wounded In the battlefield, he later on retiredfrom military service and I' lurn d I 

When 1 went t~ welcome and congratulate my brother in hi return I ow 111 pr s nl husband 
for the first tlme. Then. after 1 found out that, he is my brother' fr iend and he b in ,' I 
Sebatebete Gurage. As tlme sent on, r showed remarkable progress in the busin SS, J k t I . aling 
women second hand clothes, particularly skirts. One day my brother told 111 Ihol his ri >nd 
(whom 1 menti~ned earlier) wants mefor marriage, 1 tried to delay the mania bye ploining a 
lot of factor~ l~ke : 1 was not matured enough, that 1 had to accumulate mar man y f . and so 
on. But, he Inslsted that 1 had to marry right then. 1n the end, he convinced me nd al the a 
sixteen 1 was married. 

As followers of Islamic religion, 1 married my brother's friend throu h th heria urtJ7
. My 

first year with my husband was wonderful. On the second year of my marria I b am 
pregnant, which was a difficult time for my life. 1 couldn't handle my busin ss prop rly- b ause 
of the pregnancy. My husband took my place, but he didn't handle the busines' in apr p r way. 
This was due to the fact that his earlier job was very much related with s llin m n S On I hand 
clothes, so he had more experience in selling trousers and jackets than skirts. Thi.· als I'neans II ' 
was lacking in how to handle my customers properly. The result was within the two monlhs th I J 
stayed at home,' he lost most of my business. In spite of the reaSOn that J stat d, my main 
accusation (complain) on my husband for lOSing the business in my point of view is h b 
addicted of cate (a mild stimulant which is widely chewed in the area) . Most of the time he Sils 
with his friends for long period of time and chew cate. At this point we could 170 1 be abl , 10 

understand each other, 1 insisted him always to abandon his bad habit, he i nor s m and 
continued to chew cate, and he also started to drink alcohol. This shows he totally undermine my 
advice. 

Even 1 went back to my business after the delivery,- it was difficult to bring the busines . a til ity 
to its original place. 1 realized that 1 have lost most of my clients. This intern mean ' J couldn't be 
able to handle the two plots of land (Medebs in Amharic) that 1 had rented. ince my husband 's 
addiction to cate continued, he was not at all in a position to find a olution for Ihe existed 
problem in the family. One day, 1 started to tell him seriously that he has to top chewing cate 
and drinking alcohol. But instead of listening to me, he started lau hing at me. J told to my 
brother about my husband's bad habit (the only relative that 1 had in Nazareth). My brother and 
my husband's relatives' did their best, in order to bring a solution, but in vain. 

One day, he came home late at night. He started to mumble. I asked what i wrong with him and 
he said 'nothing '. 1 asked him again andfinally he answ~re~ that 'you are sl!0 ili~g (ruining) my 
reputation, you are going to every relative of mine who li ve ~n Nazareth tellmg 171m or. her thall 
am addicted to cate and alcohol'. When 1 replied that It was the true explanatIOn of hi 
character he rushed to wards me and slapped my face . I was shocked becau e I had never een 
my husbdnd acting like that. He continued to bit me. 1 begged him to live me alone. Then h 
stopped the beating and shouted on me that, '1 am your hu band, and J make Ihe rule . the 
house. You have to abide by my rules, don't you ever nel er talk to an one about my behaVior or 

what 1 do with my own money' 

17 Islam court- one of its functions is to legalize marital relation hip for u lim ommunil . 
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It wa~ my first. experience of beating by my husband. oon il becomes a norll7al parI 0 117 

marf~lage. ~s time went on, the beatings become more 'ever and n wand Ih n 1 had b 11 in 
!eelzn!5 of dizzy and so depressed. Sometimes he has slapped on my left 
lmpazred. 

When I become pregnant for the second time, / brought my friend to run Ihe salva Irad . Th 
problem with my husband continued. From day today, the daily income Ihal my relalive br u hI 
started to reduce. Some times my relative would come with no money, aft r sp ndin Ih y h I 
day in the market. This made it impossible for me in paying the Medeb s renl. My bu in ss in Ih 
second hand cloth activity ended up like this. The other job opportunity Ihal 1 I ok was 10 w rk 
in the cereal stores as day laborer. 

Even though my husband was the cause for the loss of the business, he neverlhel SS k pI blamin 
me as if it was my mistake. He would blame me as bringin a bad luck, Ihal I was Ihe on ; who 
led him to bankruptcy. 

My first child becomes a second grade student. But, due to the fi ht betwe n her f alher and m 
she couldn't attend her education properly. Though / tried to avoid dispulin or fi htin in fr nt 
of my child, he didn't care whether this little kid could 'ee the fl ht or not. You know, on d Iy 
she came and told me that, 'why does my father always yell at you. Why he do . beal you? 1s il 
something that a man should hit a woman like this?' 1 had no an wer f or my dau hI r 's 
questions. I simply told her don't worry, that was something your father and J had to deal wilh. 
Another day she came and told me that '] couldn't follow my edu ation at scho I, be ause I 
always remember my father beating you' ] knew that my child was psycholo ically dislurbed; my 
daughter had bad nightmares in her sleep. 

Suddenly, my husband disappears. ] waitedfor a day,' he didn 't show up J called 10 his relatives 
in Gunchere. They told me, he didn't go there, I searched every place that 1 e pected his 
presence but he was not there. Almost after a month, someone t Id me,' my husband was in 
Jimma town. You know, that day] become so happy (this point the respondent eyes become ull 
of tears) , because at least my little kids have a father who wa alive. La I year, before \Ve 
celebrated Arafa (a big Muslim holyday), he sends some amount of money fo r it . celebration. 

Up to now, he hasn't showed. I am still waiting for him. In the Muslim community, J articularly 
Gurage women always waited for their husband~. Since i~ the Gurage Iraditio~ the h~ 'ba~7d 
often migrates outside his birthplace in search ofJob, the wife has the duty to \Valt lor hll11: The 
Gurage husbands never forget their home and family. Even tough] am afrOld of hi beatll7g, 1 
am still waiting for him for the sake of my children, that they may not be Without a father. 

3.2.1. Main Points in B's Case history 

The main issue that creates the misunderstanding between B and her hu band i 

The inability ofB's husband to efficiently run the bu in acti it 

His addiction to cate and Alcohol made him les moti ated ~ r rk 
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8 's effort to alleviate the problem through her/hi relati e \N n't 

initiative by 8's husband. 

n id r d a 

The economic destabilization of the family, which is cau ed by the fir t l 

contributed as the cause of 8 's conflict with her hu band . In add iti n t lhi 

m nti 11 d fa t r 

hi 

own problem, 8's husband blames his wife. Her effort to rehabilitat the mania thr u h kin 

groups also created unexpected consequence i.e. her husband fee l a ham d f him I f and tart 

to beat his wife. The average number of beati ng of wife by hu band am n th 

(Habetamu and et'al cited in Belegn: 2001, 37). B develop p ych I gi al a well a ph i al 

problems, psychologically she is full of stress and physica ll y her I ft y uldn 't e pr 

8's daughter also disturbed due to her parents conflict. he couldn 't b 

her education. In most cases, according to her mother, the child b rv th fi ghtin ' betw n 

the two. 

8 tried to rehabilitate her husband 's bad habit (addiction to alcohol and -ate) thr ugh the 

re latives of her and her husband 's, however the effort of kin group in C ITe ting B hu band 

from his misdeeds was not workable. This may happen due to B' hu band un\, ill i ngne 

detach from his bad habit or the kin groups have no socioeconomic influence t c IT ct hjm fr 111 

his addiction. 

3.3. Case history C (in Adama town Kebele 07) 

C said my life History is very long. 1 have passed many ups and down . J 1IIa born in M njar 
from peasant community. 1 didn 't know exactly my father a well a m moth r be au e both 
died in my childhood. My grandma brought me up. She i a vel' cruel woman. / work d in her 
home like a servant. If she found any mistake she will puni h me everall b burnin /11 bod 
with heated iron, in-fumigation with pepper and so on. When J po d to n, J \\I I1t to 
Mojo town in order to live with my grandmother ' iter. h i a r ni I 0 111017 I h 17 J 

compared her with the previous one. 
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I j oined one of the primary and " d . h I b JUnior secon ary school in Moj bUf I il d n it ro I flllO 
times, t en ecome an evening stud t D ' h" ' h b dR ' l' en . ur/ng 1 IS time, J \1Ia introdu d with 111 I I' . ' >17f 

us an . e IS a po Ice officer. He accompanied me when I went f . h I I' I' fll rn d h 111 

There were also other policemen who wanted me 10 be th ' . 'If' d d . h . 
d

. . ell' gn 1'/ n . n I, m n I /I I' 
accuse me of stealrng her wristwatch S' h j . . . . , . /nce s e was my n end, J do enf r 111 h r h m , and . h 
does come to mrne. I dldn t expect such an accusatl'o f h M . lb ' n rom er. y nel 1 our 111 

was requested ~o come to the police station. In the police station, the ifJrcer fhal h a ' 
~as my ~oYfrlend The 0ffi.ce~ informed the reason J wa alled. Aft r a fi \11 lI1il7ll l S 

rnterrogatlOn, the case was dlsmlssedfor lack of evidence. You know! at fhis fim m bo ri nd 
informed me that 'he had save me from the jail. My boyfr iend definil ly wanled avor in 
re~urn. He wanted .me to charge the other policemen who were tryin to make 111 Ih ir irl 
fr Iend. I had no optlOn. I did what he asked. Some of his and my fr iends serv d as wilnes a a in. ·t 
them a~d ~he;: were charged with first degree of threatening crime and Ih y wer punish d. Th n 
after thIS rncl~ent, he asked me for marriage and 1 accepled his requesl. With a v 'y small fi asl 
we were marrIed. 

On the 7th year of our marriage, my husband was transferred 10 Nazarelh, s I h d I m v with 
him. After his transfer, my husband behavior changed, and he develop d lots oj bad habits. At 
this time I was pregnant of my third child. 1 don't know fro m where he w uld t that am unl o 
money on daily bases, but he always came late drunk. He also showed in I' dibl h n in his 
physical appearance. He changed different expensive clothe f'om tim ' 10 lim . You know! ' v n 
if he showed unexpected change in his own life, he didn 't do any thin fi r me or fo r his hildr n. 
He only gave us a small amount of money for household budget on monlhly bases. Then .l start d 
to ask him why he had come late, drunk? Why he didn 't consider his thr childr n and m ? If 
replied, 'do y ou need more than this? lfeed you, I buy clothesJor you andfor the hildr n, 1 pay 
for house rent, isn 't it enough? I He answered my question by question 1 didn 'l simply a cept 
what he said, rather I continued to ask him to change his behavior he ouldn 't bear my requests 
and started beating me, shouting at me. I remain silent. 

From that day onwards, I promised my self not to speak to him in Ihal way. One aturday, J 
remember where we all were in deep sleep; he came at 2 P.M as u ual and storIed 10 knock at 
the door. Where I remained silent because I know, that day he was on night dUly and J didn't 
understandfor what reason he came back. The knocking of the door increased, Ihen J decided t 
op en the door for fear of my neighbours would be disturbed. Before two weeks a 0 the owner of 
the house had given us a warning, no more disturbances at night. if we couldn 'l correct our 
behavior they told me our contract would be terminated. After 1 opened Ihe door he houted at 
me 'why are you late to open the door! ' 1 replied, 1 thoughl that you would be on duty. J 
immediately went back to the bed. 1 know he was fur iou and J wa aj-aid ome ferrible thing 
might happen. He called my name, when 1 turned towards him, he lapped my Jace }vith hi 
military shoes. I fell on the ground, blood started t~ flow f rom my no 'e, b.ut he. didn 't care a?O~1 
me, and simply passed me over and sat on the chOIr. lie ordered n:e to I e. hlfn dll1ner. ~ dldn I 
now what to do, I was so terrified. 1 was also afrOld that he might contll1ue Ihe b all/1 . B 

holding my nose with a piece of cloth I gave him dinner. 

Fifteen minutes passed, he finished his dinner. I collected the. di he . ! I a corifu ed and Ii r d 
of his beating. To protect my self, 1 rather choo~e to ~leep WIth my kId . 0 .1 ). ent I the mall 
room where my children slept. All of them were rn their own weel dream " J 01 hu Ihem and 
tried to have a nap. Suddenly something shook my back, J I o~e up, an~ If. I a 111 hu band, 
standing near by me. He commanded 'stand up! Come to our bed . J fold h/ll1 If wa be ff r fi I' 1/1 
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to sleep here. 'No! Come with me ' he r d U h ld ., ., rep Ie . n e a s my hand, and pull 117 - ( \ ard ' (h b 'd 
At th/~ time the chzldren s woke up. My husband didn 't care weather (h w I' a\ll k r (h ' ~ 
saw hiS abuse. He pushed me, from my back. In order to avoid the childr n invol m nt in (h 
fight I agreed to go to be~ ~ la~ on the bed and he started to touch my whole b d , I a k d hill1 
n~t to touch me, but he dldn t hsten. 1 simply lay there senseless. After h forcefu lly ha sal i if! d 
hIS sexual need on the second round he started to beat me beca e J I d ' . ... ' u was an on er I' pan 111 

to hIS sexualzty. HIS beatmg was intense, 1 started to cry becau e J couldn 'l onlrol my . I (al 
this moment the respondent eyes becomefull of tears) - For a couple of minutes sl pp d ( IIin 
her case then she resumed. He continued making love, is it love or torlur . Th i ' is Ih qu . lion 
that always comes to my mind. Such kind of incident continued up to Ih day he 0 1 promoli n lo 
work at a place known as Metehara- 66 kilometer from Adama toWI1. 

On one side my husband's transfer was a relief for me because there would be no mor au ' 
and beating, but on the other side, he stopped helping the children and me. In ord 'r 10 . 'urviv I 
started to look for a job. 1 got a job and in a certain organization as offi e I aner. Th in am I 
got f rom this job helped me to cover the children expense and hou 'e rent. 

After four months of separation he returned home f or a two days visit. He di in'l sle pal h i'll ', 
he only came to see his children. Even though 1 disliked him for his beatin and v rbal abus , J 
still have some kind of attraction to wards my husband, since he is my childr n 's fa lher. Aft r 
two days stay in Nazareth, he returned to Metehara. Due to one of his fr iend 's inv Lv m nl h 
agreed to send me some amount of money on monthly bases. At the end of very monlh J HI nl I 
collect this money from his organization. So, one day as 1 went to the inslilulion I oil l Ih ­
money, I come across a friend of my husband, who was also a good friend of mine. H slarl -d 10 

ask me about my children and my husband. 1 told him that, most of the time J ha I aji hI with my 
husband. 

Then he told me that, when he went to Metehara for work, He saw my husband wilh a woman 
who he may has an affair with. 1 asked my husband in his return about the i ue, 'Do you have a 
mistress? or have you ever married another woman?' He replied, 'it is none of your bu ine ·s '. 
Later on I my self found out he was still seeing with this woman, even after he returned 10 

Nazareth as a permanent worker. 

1 always keep one day raising this issue again. 1 remember a day, which he come home earlier. 
He didn't ask to be served a dinner, he just simply went to be bed 1 j ust gave a dinner for Ihe 
children, when they finish the dinner I told them to go to their bed They ask me weather or not it 
is possible to play with their father because they have not ~een him. fo r (he. ta t four month J 
replied, there is something that me and your father has to dlscu s privately, JU t go to your bed. 

By accepting my command they went to bed. 

In the bedroom my husband is just laying on the bed by w~aring hi . night ~lo th " He r ad a 
newspaper. I wanted to talk to him, but 1 become hesitant J simply. staring 0 1 hll17, he dropped Ih 
newspaper and said' what is wrong with you, come and sleep ":' lt~7 me. ~y blood larled 10 b 
filled with agony. Is this man really my husband? He spends hi time }\lllh an unknown w ~'I1an 
and now he wants me to sleep with him. For the moment, ! restrain 111 . a~ er and a k ~ 1~111 a 

t . htfi: d t' 'th whom have you been while you are liVing 117 Mel halO. H s razg 'Jorwar ques lOn, WI " . . , . L ( I ? 

/ . d ' I ?' I I k h ' 's there a woman which has been lzved \II I ( 7 you 117 Mal 7ara . rep Ie a one . a so as 1m, 1 " , . . . . 
U I' d' . d d h l'S my servant ' At this point J start to realIze he I n I 117 I b v ne rep Ie yes m ee , s e '. I . d J", " ? J 
what he is done. I know that I am subordinated to hlll1, and then what .ullon a 1a . u I 10 

accept, what he says. 
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In the ;exfit f o
h
ur days he found out that I am employed. He didn'llike m b in IIIp/ 

starte to Ig t on this issue, and I clearly stated my reasons d.. , IV 

In yllour absence.'the income I got from this job is the only survi al me hani"111 
we as for the kids " or m as 

It is better for me to spent the day at work rather than spendin 117 who/ do Id/ 

It is a means of earning my own income which supplement yours 

- I will also get an opportunity to get my own source of finance 
For t~~ time being, he agreed with my stand. But, by pUlling the househ ld i ·su CJnd hi/lr n 
conditIOn as a pretext he raised the issue of my employment and blame me, ' ou hav fi r 1/ 11 

the household activity, the children's lack a person who looks after th m, nd .· 017. R ardl ss 
of his opposition, I continued to do the job. One Sunday, he made a pI' posa/ fi I' m , 'I will av 
you the amount of money that you earn. In addition with the household monthly bud I, bUI Ihis 
w!ll be done after you stop your work. After thoroughly thinking the issue in my mind, I a J)f d 
hiS offer. For two months every thing went as my husband had promised. 
My husband'sfamilies lived in Kersa- a place that isfound in Arsi re ion. He w nl f hisjall7i/y 
f or a short visit and returned home. In his return he told me that he had sold his two ows and 
earned a lot of money. With this money, he joined in one lqubb (credil an I savin ] instifution 
which is widely practiced in Ethiopia). Even if he tried to stabilize hi e' nomi sfr n ~th, h ' 
didn't stop seeing his mistress. 
A friend of mine informed me again that my husband was start in gain publi wilh 11701 woman. 
Then my suspicion starts to grow. I followed him, and f or sure J know thaI he ho I 0 mi 'fps ', I 
asked him again he lied. If I repeatedly questioned him, he started beatin me. 1 become jed up 
of questioning my husband about his mistress, for it, had a bad consequence, i.e. beat in . 
After this whole thing only happened, a more terrible thing started to appear in l17y husband's 
life. He stopped to go to work. He became dizzy and he simply would spend the day at hom ' . 
When I asked him why? He replied'I have taken my work leave', 'Ok! Why do you act like thaI?' 
He didn't tell me the truth. Finally, one of his best friends came home to visit my husband. After 
waiting a couple of minutes, my husband'sfriend stood to leave. ljollowed him up to the et and 
asked his friend, 'is every thing ok with my husband?' This man told me 'your husband almo. ( 
lost 8, 000 Birr' 'Why'? I said, 'the money was kept in your husbands mistre name in the Bank,­
she has some share with this money. I think, she withdrew all the money jrom the Bank with oul 
notifying your husband' I told to my husband's fri end. 'He didn't mention any oj his tories '. 1 
think my husband kept it as a secret. Why did he keep this amount of money in hi mi tre S 

name? His salary is very small. I know that he also stopped paying the lqqub. These were the 

questions that come to my mind. 
From time to time my husband's health deteriorated, his mind didn't work properl , and he 
becomes psychologically disturbed. Everything ly ing on my shoulder, 1 took him 10 'Holl wa fer ' 
place to St. John church. After repeated spiritual treatment he become normal per 0/1. He 
returned to work, I was very happy. After this incident passed, fo r Ihe nexl two year he IVa a 

husband that loved his home. 
My marital life started to be shaken again, when th~t mi Ires appeared in m hu b~nd' Ii 
again. She began to send a lot of remittance from Beirut. Then he for t \. hat 17 did and 17 
received the money. With that money that his mistresses se~d,. he be an I budd a h~u . . 
I didn't expect him to leave me like this, I thought afier fi l1l hmg the hou . \ ). ill Ii e 117 r \ Itl1 
our children. You know! The reverse happens! She returned fro m Beirut, 
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children. Now he is living with his mistress He dl'dn't c' t . h H . , . . .,uppor , us. In e t n 
he d~dn t belong t~ me or to his children. For the past three month he anI a 
month for the entire family. This amount of money is not enough to lead 
family. I am so confused at the moment. 

I remember, on~ day, I direct~y went to his office. He didn't want to folk to me. 1 told th probl m 
to eve? o.ne In the organzzation. His friends tried to reconcile us, bUI h r i us d Iheir 
reconClizatlOn request. They also told me, 'your husband said she is no Ion er m lVi 1 don'l 
know her, she is .one time my servant and there is no marital relationship at all'. You ~ w! W 
are 1~f5.ally. marrz.ed, I mean there are elders that were present in the marital er m ny (whil w 
are izvIng In MOJO) and both my husband and I had signed in fronl of the Id r ' Ihal he wa.· m 
legal husband and I was his legal wife. But, the problem is the marria pap r (. maneya in 
Amharic) that shows the marriage contract between my husband and me is not in my hand. 1 
searched everywhere, but I couldn't find it. I think that he were deslroyed il. 1 also relurned 10 

Mojo to find those elders, but all of them that present in our marriage fifteen year ' a a are d ad. 
There are people that were present in the wedding feast and 1 tried to use them as an wiln ss 
in court of law. Most of my effort in charging my husband in the ourt b com d lay d, b > ails ' 
of his status as a police man, he refused to receive the summon many limes. 
My children are confused; they lack their father's love and affection. Tw of Ihem are for d 10 

quit their education because of the conflict created between us. In the middle of the nJli I, 
madness appeared in my life, I also cured through the assistance of my brother. He is th only 
relative of mine who is concerned about me. He lives in Addis, servin in one if Ihe rthodo 
Churches as a priest. He took me to the Holly water-to Entoto area. Aft er inl nsive spiritual 
therapy I returned to normal condition. You know what happened! Durin my reI urn to hom 1 
didn't find the children. I just left them in my husband's sister, she said, 'your husband always 
come and insisted to take them, I refused. One day when 1 went to the markel, your husband 
came and took them away'. I asked her where I could find them. he replied '1 don't know' 1 
searched everywhere and some one informed me that he saw the children in Kali ca (witch) 
house I started to recall that there was a woman Kali ca, who my husband frequently visited. 1 
directly went there and requested the witch to return my children. he replied, '1 didn't know any 
children of yours' I gave her a strong warning by saying 'if you don't return my children, 1 will 
go directly to the police to tell them that you kidnapped my children. In the end, she returned 

them. 
At present I live in a very small house, it is like a kitchen. 1 lost mo t of my weigh and have 
become weak. If I get the opportunity, I can work as a daily laborer. My hu~band i . now a Iraffic 
police with motor bicycle. He has become fat. You know! When 1 wa In MenJar, 1 wa an 
athlete. During this time, I had a healthy and strong body. My husband wa i~ply thin, po~ice 
man. When we struggle lovingly, I always won, because 1 was stronger than him. ow, he I . a 
posted government official, he has denied his children and me. I .have no money, 1 char~ed hll11 
in court. The EWLA staff member's helped me through legal adVice. When he appeared 117 court 
he said he would help me because he couldn't deny the facts. AJt.er leavin Ihe courf, he fi ': el 

th ' lJ th tens me So that I will stan the accusatIOn. He alwa remll1d me 'Ju I every Ing. lle even rea, r .. . 
. th h 'ld d away' I .Jon't know what kind of ml take 1 made on hlll1. nl give me e c I ren an go . U< . . . 

knows! I some times thought. 'Is a police officer allowed by Ihe Ellllopwn law 10 abu e hi 

56 



3.3.1. Main points in C case history 

I. C is disappointed because her husband had a mistress. Thi lead t a nn i tl adi ng l 

separation. 

- When there is a dispute he beats C, even he forced to have ~ r d LI I inter Llr 

(i.e. sexual violence). 

- Her husband abuses her physically, verbally and psychologicall y. 

II. In order to make C economically dependent on him he forced her t aband n h r J hi 

also made things easy for manipulation for C's hu band . 

Ill. C's husband's status as a policeman made him easy to fri ghten h r In th r rei h al 

abused his authority. For instance, according to C by bribing other th y 

are his friends, he didn 't receive summon. He even refll ed t r p t the I al el e I I n 

passed by the court. 

IV. Their children are disturbed psycho-socially, they are not properl y attending their CelLi ali n. 

Their father gave them for Kalicha to serve as a servant. A we all kn \ thi place i a 

different spiritual place, that can't be easily adapted by children. Accord ing t their 111 ther, 

due to they time they spent in the witch house, they developed frequent ni ghtl11 ar , Li ck their 

thumbs, and often wet their bed. Their mother also mentioned that the first chi ld al ed 

aggressive behavior by looking his father's act. 

3.4. The D Case history, (in Mermarsa Peasant Association) 

The following case history is taken from a woman who i p ch - iall a u d h r 

husband. In spite of her condition, D became very cooperati e in t II i ng h 

Let's listen to her. 

1 was born in Gura cafurda peasant association (: ee Annex 3 . Lik 
my mother in the household activity. At the age of elev n ! 0 1 fh pp rlunit 
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beca~e da (gO~d f';~~t. knBut, I was not lucky to conlinue my edu afi n Thi ' \110 ' b 
some 0 y W? l.n t ow) requested my family for marria . M ali7 r i. a fr 11 r 

person he denzed theIr request and told them (fior go b t Id h / ~ . e w een e . er ' 1 I \ a ' f un J r 
marrzage. In order to protect me from oth d l 'k bd . . er anger I e a uCllon, / wa . pI' hibil d nOI 10 0 fO 
school. After fifteen days of bemg absent, my family decided 10 lef m O l . h I. ~ I' f\ll 
months I attend my education peacel'ully On the 3rd month 0'1' h / . h • :J' . . 'J my sc 0 In anof r m 17 

requested my fathe~ t~ gIve me for r:zarriage. This time my father av a diffi r nl an 'w r r m 
the first. one. He sazd my daughter IS not ready for marriage, if Ihe per on wh wan IS fO marl' 
her wazts for two years she is his. ' When I heard that he has a I' ed wilh Ih b f\ n 
individuals i.e. elders, I became very disappointed, I asked my falher, 'why ou h u/d d fhi ' fO 
me ' He said, 'I know what I am doing, if I couldn't agree today with Ihis Ider ', l 1/1 rr 
will take immediate action to abduct you'. By saying this, my falher d lay d Ih marria 
couple of years. 
The promise time come for my future husband, after the necessary do wry arran m nf, fh ·.a f 
date of the marriage ceremony was determined. Through a weddin fi aSI, I man'i d my pI' S nf 
husband. He strongly opposed the idea of continuing my education. Due to Ihis, I I' main d al 
home, to be a housewife. At the age of sixteen, I gave birth to my first child. 
As y ou can see (she means the researcher), we are livin in aform of kin r up. Thi ' is fO 1/'1 an 
that my husband brought me to his father'S place. His relative' selll d Q/'oun i him. fn fh r 
words my husband had them near by him: his mother, sisters, brothers, uncle t . /n lh first 
year of my marriage I couldn't easily get along with my mother-in-law. he always gav m an 
order to do heavy domestic activity. On the time of the first childbirth, (hings s m 10 b 1 

changed. At least the hate from my mother-in-law subsided, in my pOinl of view, it was b au ' 1 

of my mother-in-law a.ffection to the baby. 
During the first two years of marriage my husband was available at home. lIe only wenf ( 0 

Saturdays to Adama town or Walenchite for the purpose of buy in some it ms in th , mark (. 
However, gradually he was absent from home for longer period of time. n ome oc asi ns h 
was absent for two to three months. When I asked him why? He would reply 'f was do in daily 
work in town '. He also brought for the family small materials like cloth, 'alL, oil, lectr ni s 
watch etc. When his father'S family sees these things, they didn't care, wheth r h prop rly 

manage his house or not. 
On weekend days, my elder brother or my mother always visit · me. The di tance between m 
husband's home and my father'S home was not that much long. It only took three hour by foo f. 
My elder brother and my mother raised a lot of questions during their vi itation. 'Where i our 
husband?' I told them, he is in Welenchite or Adama doing a daily work. They would continue b 
saying ok! 'It is possible to spent the week days there, but why he didn 'l returned 10 ou on 
Saturday or Sunday'. This conversation strikes some thing on my mind. I become u 'piciou , 

'why he did spend the weekend days in town?' . . . 
On the fifteenth the day after I had such conversation, my brother took a ~ort VI 1110 m . /lh ll7k 
it was Wednesday. He saluted and asked me whether or no~ m.; hu band ' fa lh I' I at home. I 
told him he was on thefarmfield, He directly went there, I dldn t a ume allhat m menf Ihal m 
elder brother came to discuss about my husband's affair wilh another woman. 
Thirty minutes passed, I saw my elder brother and my hu band' father com near 10 1 ~7 hou 
shouting at each other. They entered the main house. uddenly, m brolher ame and In ormed 
me that' our husband is having a mistress in Welenchile'. ] became 0 on u d and / ked 1/1 

elder br:rher, 'where did you hear this information?'. H;. lold m , 'm b I r~' nd \. h Iiv d in 
Welenchite informed me'. My elder brother also Qld /17 ord rI b rlaln, ! JU 1 \ nl ( 
Welenchite and I know for sure that your hu band had a ml tre . Th ran I all1 h I' ( 
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day is to discuss the issue with your husband'sfialhel' II ld h " I ' I . . 
h h 

. a I IS 17111 I 11 ' alh,. 011\' II 1\' 
old enoug to andle this case. Your husbandfialher d'd '1 b I' I 1 ' / ' .. 

h
. . I n e I v 1117GI Of( . I Irl/11 I lold hllll , 

he has to stop lS son from hurtmgyou and spoiling th . I I ' } . I . . e l e .a Ion ' up 1\ nIl 1\ lin iIi 's ' I 
know my elder brother had been concerned about me since childh d. 
As usual m:: h~sband returned, his father asked him whal exacll he \Va d in husband 
started to he, hls father told him some one come twenty' darl} ad ' i h h ' . . . :r a an In {,111 I al I ' 

an. affair wah another woman. My husband rigidly denied Ihe ac u 'ali n. For (17 1110111 nl ,. 
th~n!5. s~emed normal. He also reduced his visit to Welenchite. H wever, on (h ond III nIh 
thls inCident happened, he returned to his former behavior. He even slarl d I I " 
that he has a mistress. My brother heard the news. The t nsion b (w n Ih 1\ 
increased, I also tried to talk my husband about this issue bUI he und rmin d 111 1'1. II \ n 
said 'I think your elder brother didn't know his limit/boundary, now ou b I n J 10 m and to 111 

family, what ever I do, it is none of your families business. J wasn't dis ourag d b hi. 
meaningless propagandas. I continued my pressure, in order to slap his r lalion 'h,/ wilh his 
mistress. One night, when I raised this issue he slapped me on Ihe fa , J I' m lin d sil >nl. /1 
graphed a heavy steak and continued to beat me, he didn't choose any parI Ih bod , I SlaI'I d 
to cover my face with my hand The beating become intense and my right I g w 'r br k n. A I lli is 
time, I couldn't tolerate his beating and started 10 cry loudly. It was in Ih , !niddl 0 Iii ni~lil 

and I saw my four-year-old child standing in front of me, 'obb in . 1 wa.· h Ip l ss on i i was 
ashamed of my self. I lifted my head in prayer, 01 Waqa are you ther ? Looking 111 ) U rin~1 M 
husband returned to the child shouting at him, go to bed! I be my husband 10 I 0 \ him al n '. 
The baby stood there confused of what to do. He wanted to be near m . H , WI ' also 0 raid. In 
the end, he runs towards me. I grabbed him and I continued ,y in . M husband didn'l . II' 
about my pain. He left us and went to the other side of the hul, to sle 'p . Th l oin b , '0111 V OJ' 

serious, so I couldn't easily move my body. Every part of my body was :;wol/ on, III leg ho . b " n 
broken, I stayed there hugging my child He slept on my hand. I just pul him b sid III on Iii ' 

bed. 
Early in the morning, my husband went for work. Nobody come to my hut. J know IhOI v I' body 
heard the shouting, crying, pleading, but they acted a . if no thin hap!- en dOl Ihal nighl. Th II 
sleepless painful night couldn't be easily erasedfrom my mind 
My child also wakes up and started to play. Since he was a child h argot very Ihing Ihal 
happened last night, he didn't know that I am in pain. At about midday some one call ' I'ny nam . 
I replied, 'came in' it was my mother-in-law,' she acts as if he didn't hear an Ihing. 1 laId h ,. 
what happened last night. For the time being she seemed ad. Becau e m brok nIne ded a 
serious attention, they called a traditional orthopedics. When Ihe traditional orlhop dics aw me 

she recognized me because she was my mother'sfriend. 
The next day, my elder brother, father and other relative came to vi il me. A I I' Ih b rved 
the damage made by my husband, they seriously quarreled. with m hu band and my hu band ' 
father. My elder brother decided to take my case to the police. H wev. 1', h I ld ~ 1/1 hu band, 
'now, I have to take my sister and her kid with me'. My husband and hi.' a.lh r b; cled 1/1 , Id .r 
brother's idea. Then the situation became oul of control. DUrin Ihl tillie, 1/1 hu and kll7 
group out numbered mine. In spite of this, my elder brother and m ~/h I' in i I d '\ e 11111 ~ I . k 
our daughter including her kid '. At the end, elder Oarr.a ) invol e 111 Ih . c~ . Th n 1IOIIon 
continued. The elders made the following decision. 'II I beller Ihal, Ih 117Jur d \ 0 1/1 11 hOL/ld 

return to her mother house for f ew days, because he can b Ir al d in h 
her mother place. However, the child has to remain in the hand 
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My brother rejected the elders' decision and insisted Ihal Ih childr 11 sh uld II ' p lum 1 
father interfered and told my brother, 'No, for the sake of your sisl r, I I lak h r onl Ih;1 \\I I 

will request for the kid in the future/. ' 

1 returned to my fathers' home. My leg started to show a 101 of pr r ·s r m lilll I lilll . I 
stayed almost for two month nursed by my mother. My brother's ch m I lak Ih a ' / p Ii 
was rejected by my father. My father insisted that it is between Ihe two falllili .; Ihal il 'h uld b 
finished in a traditional way. The reconciliation continued. H w v r, m hu band'. Oll1il , 
refused to pay compensation, and then the negotiation stopped al Ih middl . 
In the next month of my presence in my father'S house, elders from my hu and om and 1'0 is , i 
the issue again. During their request the elders stressed 'on e you ive y til' dau hI r I h r 
present husband, it is no longer your right to retain her. ur son will n t r p 01 Ih sam 
mistake again, let's give him a chance to take he '. My father refilsed 10 a t I whOI Ih said and 
rejected their request. The elders continued to come to my falh r for aimosl si lim s. 
morning unbelievable thing happened. My husband showed up in fron l if Ih huh Iding 
kalaea a powerful iron, which is believed to come from the sky, we consid I' il lik Ih ark 
waqa. In our tradition, if some one holds a Kalaea and be y u to do s m thin , il willi \ 1' 1, 

very difficult to refuse. However, if you refuse to a ree to th I' qu SI mad b Ih inclividll I, 
who holds the kalaca, then it is believed that bad thing will happen 1 you. on, m alh ' I' 
discussed the issue with my elder brother including my mother; 1 couldn'l h or Ih ir dis ussion. 
My fa ther declared, 'your wife will be returned to you. BUI, if you do bad Ihings n m d wghl ' I' 

again, the Kalaea will give you the punishment '. 
In our belief a person who holds kalaea can't speak, the other two individuals wh 0 'Oll1poni Id 
my husband expressed their agreement. On the next day, 1 relurned 1 In husband's hous . 11 
leg's bone didn't properly fit to its original place. As time went n 1 gav birth 10 11110 mol' 
children. My husband didn't show any behavioral chan e. If, didn't deta h from his mislr ss. 
When 1 rose about his relationship with her, he beats me. 0, 1 pmained sil nt, h wa ' lh boss, 
he had everything in his hand,' the land, money, house, his kin roup el . 
For the past f ew months 1 become seriously ill, as you see me (she !nean 1 he researcher) "~ 
is pale because of the sickness. The doctors said 1 have tuber uloses. My hu band IS lisa 
seriously sick' now he is also in Adama town taking a treatment. , , 

3.4.1. Major issues in D's Case 

~ Due to labor migration, D's husband stayed longer time in t wn and thi mi ght ha e 

created for him an opportunity to begin an affair with an ther \I man . Thi i a p int ~ r 

their conflict. D's husband wasn't resolving the problem in peacefu l a but h 

violence as a means of resolving the confl ict. 

~ As it was mentioned earlier D faced severe phy ical damag i.e. br k n Ie - h al h 

had many scars on her face and leg. 

~ The type of residence contributes (i.e. patril oca l re id n 

of violence on D. Because even if her hu and did 

f, r a ra atin th itu ti n 

man ph i al \ II 
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psychological damage, her husband's relati ve didn 't d an 

misbehavior. In fact, sometimes because he belong t them hi 

considers as rightful-thing. 

thin t I P I' m hi 

n hi 

» Because of the marital relationship between the two fa mili e 0 fa th I' r j t d h r Id I' 

brother's idea of taking the case to he legal place. Particul arl y th tr diti na l n I'm hi h 

gives protection for male, reflects in this case. May be fr m the mmu nit pint f i 

the issue that forced D's father to hold the case from the lega l place uld th t it 111 a a 

create bad repercussion in the community. It is not a normal thing ~ r th 

husband who broke his wife's leg. During the re earch p ri d ne i n~ rmant aid t th 

researcher 'do you really think I shouldn't have the right t beat my wi ~ m what i 

said up to know we can say that, those kinds of individual li ke 0' elder br th r-wcr 

forced to abandon their effort to take the abuser to lega l plac . im ply be au th 

society's values and norms are predominantly protective of hu band . 

a 

» The traditional belief system in the area, Kalaca i male ri ented. In the a e f 0 , hen 

her father frequently rejected the request made by the elder her hu band br ught Kalaca 

as a final way of returning his wife to hi s pl ace. He knew no one refu ed a per n wh n 

he brought Kalaca to his/her home. The traditional beli ef tem of cacukalaca i idel 

practiced by Mecca and Tulama aromas (Knutsson: 1967). In pite f thi 

mistreatment by her husband didn't stop. 

» As it was mentioned by D's case history, her li ttle on ob er ed the ituation of h I' 

physical abuse. This reflects two things: one the child ma hate hi fath I' be au hi 

father seriously beats his beloved mother. The other thing uld b h I am d 

a man beats a woman. May be it couldn't be e t pI' di t th D ur ear Id hild 
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character at this point, but the incident create p ychol 

child's mind. 

3.5. The E Case history (in Mermarsa P.A) . 

al di tur n in th Ih 

The following case history is about E, a woman who i abu ed by h r hu ba nd. L t ~ II w th 

case history. 

To ~e. a wife is a very difficult thing, in my opinion starlin fro m Ihe mornin .I h 
a~dl:lOn to household activity. 1 assisted my husband on the /arm. Wh 17 J sa Ih 
dldn t mean. only my house but also my husband's / amily as well. Th r is m r p 
my.mother-m-law 1 have to /etch water/or them and mine,' J have I pr par fi od 
entzre extendedfamily. My mother in-law is an old woman, but h is also Ih 17 

me together with my husband Generally speaking my relation 'hip wilh my m Ih r-in-Iaw \lias 
very rough. 
My husband always blamed me /or every wrong happenin -, in Ihe h U ' . II was olwo s a 
/aultfinder. When the cattle's didn't return on lime he blames me. By sa ing; , ou Or laz 
woman, you don't properly manage the house ' etc. These were the doil abusil wordy J 
hear from him. 

1 was born in this peasant association/rom economically better/amily. My husband's 1Inily was 
economically poor when we made comparison with mine. 1 was marri d Ihr u h abdu fion, 
because my /ather re/used my husband's /ather request. Even after he abducled 111 , a seri us 
dispute was created between my /amily and my husband's. Due to this, until th r on ilialion 
was to be done my abductor (my present husband) took me away to a very remole area. Final! , 
after a very long and tedious negotiation my / ather agreed and J became a wifi to m pr senl 
husband. 

The problem is, in my opinion, my husband still realized that my /ath I' und rmined him becou 
0/ his poverty, 1 also knew this, during his drunkenness he always lold me Ihal he is proud 0 his 
poverty and how he abduct me /or marriage etc. He would also 'ay, one day He will become a 
rich man like my father. 

1 didn't always simply overlook this kind 0/ expression, 1 now and then )'lIo lild Ir 10 re pond 'i 
you continued to be drunk like this, how can you become a rich man. ' Then we \IIould starl I 
argue. Some times if 1 convinced him, he didn't accept il peacefully. He would verbal! abu d 
me by saying that' You are just like your/ather?' 1/ he didn 't control him If, h would beal me. 

Particularly in the fifth and sixth years 0/ our marriage, Ihi kind 0 ar um nl han ed il 
direction. When he became drunk, he abused me verbally, if 1 re p nd he al 0 \ ould beal 111 

by saying 'dubartiifi harreen reebicha jallatt '. Literally it mean woman and d nke like 
This kind of fighting becomes a day-to-day drama of our home. 

We have four children the first one is attending school / n Adama I \ n,' Ih Ih I' !hr ar Ii in 
with us. The last one is one year old The next one i . TX ear and.lh Ihll'd n T I n or .'d. 
My husband didn't like our first child attending of hi ducal Ton l/1 dalll~. !1 \ auld bTln 
this as a way of beginning a dispute, when he wa drunk. H \ uld J IVTI! n I rand 
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never send money to this child; I can't see why he lives the ' I I ' I b 
after all? It will be more useful if he assisted me I'n lh'e fia

, e
: IV 1a I ~ 1, )' ; . II Il ion 

. . . ' In1ln a III II /I 
insisted to send hIm to Adama '. I would start to ex pi . h ' . 17 all1 every I 111 r III I 
good to send our children to that school one dall he ,na s· I d I I 

. , • ' J Y upp r U ' an . n. I W .· on 
dldn t understand thIS, but when he was drunk he always raised Ihi . i 'SU I Slarlin di pul . 

The other issue, which leads us to coniflict is time 0,( a 's l' ~/ance ' 117 ' I ' 'J .J 111 I'm 111 a I I I I • 
remember one-day he reminds me to come to the f arm for help al ar lind 2 I ks il1 Ih I 

afternoon . The household activity in that day was abundant becaus il wa ' around - 1110 . lill1 1 
So I fo rgot to go ~o the farmland Suddenly, I heard foo tstep out sid Ih hUI, wh n I I/lrn 'd 
tow~rds the door, I~ was my husband Immediately he enlered Ihe door, h ra p d laz 111 d ' 
of hlp.pofotamus skm (Gumare) .and he bit me on my back. I held his fi I and slarl i I b g hill1 , 
He dldn t stop, unfortunately. HIS father came hearing my pleadin , H sh ul d al his s 11 10 liv ' 
me alone. He stopped the beating, but he continued the verbal abu ·e. II I ld hi ' 
ignores me, she is not any more loyal to me, I told her to come to th farm I iv 11/ a h nd, blfl 
she remained at home to fill her stomach '. His father patiently informed hill1, sh rg 1' 1 . 1/1 ' 

to you because she was highly concentrating on the Holyday preparali n ', A I r II 118 li.I'fJU I ' 
with his father, he left the hut. 

That day beating WaS severe. If I show you my back (she mean the r s Or h I) now, III ,... Or ' 
lots of scars. In different times Iface similar occasions like this one, As I hav m nli n d arli r 
I have three children. The two of them helped us by looking after lh ? aliI 's, sh p ond 7001 ' 

one day one of the kids lost a sheep. The child didn't inform me about il. Wh n m hu 'band lin ' 
home at night he looked at the domestic animals and he found out on sh p IVO ' missing / W Ool' 

become puzzled; I asked my child who was looking after then. He replied ' I did I n Ilh /11 l UI / 
don't know, I thought, I brought all of them home. At this moment, my husband be om" uriOIiS 
and he started to shout on everyone in the hut. All the children owok from Iheir sl , p, / Ie 
started to beat the child who kept the sheep. The beating becomes inl ns . Th olh r kids 0 1.1'0 

become so horrified, unexpectedly one of the kid ' started to urinate. Th? 0117 r was hiveril1[!, 
because they were afraid that their father might beat them, I didn 't ill1a in 117 hu 'band's 
beating of the child would last that long. But he slapped him on Ihe f ace,' Ihe child fi II on Ih 
ground. My son's teeth started bleeding. At this moment I rushed to my hu band and pLi hed him 
away. Since he was stronger than me, he staggered for the time bein 7 . B aile ling hi s fr ng f/1 
he threw me to the other side of the hut, I crushed to the wall. Durin the fl hf with m hu 'band, 
my son who was beaten by my husband escaped out of the hou e. My husband didn't ea ily I av 
me at that night, he punched me on my teeth, and then one of my tee fh IVa broken. He repeaf dl 
beat me with a horsewhip. When he became tired of beating he left me and wenf f b d. 

I am ashamed of my self. I hate my self. Because of one sheep di app aran e, did my child and / 
have to be beaten in such a way? Isn 't it the sheep also a propert of mine? The e are 117 
questions that comes to my mind, Ifelt dizzy, terrified and every thin fO be an app ar 100111 . II 

is not a marriage it is like hell. 

My child who runs away from the house didn 't return, I wailed or a 
show up. The voices of the hyenas were heard near th~ ,,!illa e. I e an fO \ orr r 
the end, I decided to go out and search the child, to facillfa~e 111 ear h / hold h a 
a kerosene lump. He was not in the compound. It became di ffic ult or /11 10 . 

house because it was too dark midnight passed. I relurned f 117 h u r 1/1 

husband that the kid was not in' the compound. He ot ul 0 117 d, HI nl dir II I 
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lI/1il nd 
hild in id 

and asked cooperation by informing his child was lost. EvelY In 11/ 

neighbours went out in search of the child. After a three hours search rh 
maize farm. When I heard they found my child J was so happy. rarrin 
child got severely beaten by his father, he has developed nightmares. H ouldn 'r a. 'il l71 i 
children. He become fearful, in most cases he didn't speakfreely, He had b sh . 

rill 
wirh 

The next morning, my husband's father asked me what was wron wirh rh r I ri I7ship \ irh m 
husband. I told him every thing. The old man tried his best to create p a in rh amil . . ,. rh 
moment the beating and verbal abuse was reduced. But I know, after a OUt I - 111 nrhs h , 
would return to his cruel behavior. I have no place to go, I am totally subordinar d ( him. Ma 
be I am cursed to live in this way. 

3.5.1. Core Points in the E's case history 

~ The different economic status between E's family and her hu band a rt f 

inferiority complex on the husband's side. Thi may create a I ut I In 

the husband mind. In other words E's husband alway m a ure it i 11 

with E's family. This kind of unnecessary com pari on of hi tatu I ad him 

for hate to words his wife, and when they argue he beat her. 

~ E's Husband didn't consider his younger child's education in Ada/na t wn a Imp rtant. 

The money that he sent for his child considered a wa tage. He rath r ch e hi hil d t 

serve him in farm activity. May be E's husband considering the chi ld lab r a an a et f, r 

E' h b d b ht th ir hild a en e fr m the family. Here the point is that since s us an roug 

home as a means of creating dispute which some times end up ith beating. 

~ E's husband' needs his wife labor in the farm activity. Thi mean he i d minatin her 

., SI d'd t ef e him t a i t in th both in the domestic as well as out side activity. l e I n r 

farming activity. But he undermines the dome tic acti it . " h n h w uld 

d fi t to help him in the farm land h occupied with household activity, an 'orge 

as disloyalty. 
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~ Through out E's case history we can be able to ob erve that h i 

abused. That means she is an expose to repeated p ychologi al and ph 

~ The violence committed against E's children also bring bad r p r u 

nd ph i 

I trauma . 

uld 

seen in behavior after the violence act is committed. menti ned that h r hildr n a 

nightmares and urinate in front of their father due to child abu . p akin 

they face psychological trauma as a result of their father rom 

ethnic group the estimated average number of beating and pinchin r pa r nt n hildr n 

in six months is 22.34 (Habetamu et 'al cited in Belegn: 200 I 7). 

~ In E's case we can see that, it is possible to say abducti n i nl y hal p n d du t 

economic issue but also family refusal to give their daughter t a man. At th b In nln 1 

of E's case, she said '1 married through abduction becau e my fath r r fu d m 

husband's father request'. 

3.6. Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) made with Wives 

The following two FGDs are made by wives in Kebele 07. The di cu n " n th main 

points that have relevance to violence against wives. The two gr up compn e I, ei ht 

women. Participants were between the ages of 19-45. Their duration f ta in marital 

relationship is between 15-30 years. The main points that were rai ed on the F 0 ' are 

summarized as follows. 

The first point raised is on the issue of marriage. The women in FG O' menti n d that 

-Marriage should be arranged by the family- (These di cu ant are bel n t th rural ar a 

-Others replied, it should be arranged by the full con ent of the t 

male) . These were participants of FGO from urban a 
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-There were also informants who said before entering' t .' " I I ' . In 0 mal Ita r atl n hIp I artn r 

know each other very well. But, most participants a?reed that th e partn r 

period of time without getting legally married (like five year) hould b nd 

husband. Because, they are acting in the community as husband and wife. Th ( pi h \ m rit I 

relationship should be established served as an opening for discu i n. 

Also the issue of demarcation between public and dome tic domain ar th parti ipant 

explained their view. All agreed that the cultural pattern given the upper hand ~ r men l nlr I 

the public domain and also to influence the domestic one. They r lated the i u with th Ir wn 

husbands. Our husbands, they said, owned everything. They are our ur f in m . They ha 

the opportunity to marry another woman if they like, while keepin u at h m . ur hildren 

hold their fathers name rather than their mothers. In the di cu in a Mu lim pa rti ipant t Id 

her own experience. She said' A Muslim man have the authority t malT m re than ne wi , i r 

he is rich. He can also prison his wives at home, with routine upervi in. Thi parti ipant 

continued to say 'I am a poor woman. If I couldn't go to work my hu band coul dn't l er all 

the expense alone. Due to this I served as a laborer in one of the grain to re . 

Another participant objected his Idea by saying, 'we women are the ne wh undermin ur 

selves. We are equal, if we get equal opportunity. The legend we are t Id in e ur hildh d 

affects our vision to day. For stance, we prohibit our husband from c ming t the kitchen ar a 

because we assume that the kitchen is the only place allocated fo r a \i oman' . Thi participant t Id 

her own experience, 'my husband is a very liberal man; he occa ionall a i t me in 

food. One day, he was doing this in the kitchen, when uddenl hi fath r entered t the r m 

(because we are neighbours). At that moment my hu band didn't kn v \. hal l d . H dr pp d 

the spoon from his hand, and immediately run to the main h u 
\. h r hi r th r all him . 

After his father left, he come to me and said if hi s father had 
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would tell to his mother that her son had changed his ex . Fr m m 
p ri n \\ ' an 

understand that the society's normative expectation . f h r ' 
, IS one at e en" r In I m h ni m , \ hi h 

prevents our husband from giving a hand in the home activity.' 

On the issue of women's subordination, the discussant of FGD repl ied th t 

We are not allowed to work outside, if our husbands' income i en ugh 

Some of us may work as a day laborers but our hu band w uldn't upp rt in til 

contribution of household budget. It means we are not capable en u h t < umul , t U l' 

own money. 

We are also socialized to be domestic oriented. We have n t g t qual a c 

education, job opportunity etc. 

Next, the contribution of Alcohol and cate in motivating violence ri e a pi nt 

participants of FGD's consider as a factor, which creates big problem in their hu band in me. 

Most wives said they disputed with their husband's in order to minim ize th m n th ir 

husband's spent on cate and alcohol. But their husband refu ed to take their ad 1 e in t 

consideration. 

The women in the FGD's underlined that if they have a fi ght earlier with their hu band , lat r n 
) 

at the time of high consumption of cate and alcohol their hu bands get courage to i nten if th 1 r 

beating and verbal abuse. In other words it is not the cate and alcohol that cau ed the ph i ai, 

sexual or verbal abuse but it is the predetermined view to ward wo men a a I v er latu r up 

in the society. 

The discussant agreed that they are not the only victims of the len e but al th 1r hildr n. 
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One participant of FGD also showed a scar on her leg She aid it wa r at d 

husband's bating. This participant also said '1 have no income no edu ati n. 

h r 

r hing i in th 

hands of my husband, the house and the money. I have nothing.' 

The issue of forced sex (marital rape) was also rose in the discu ion. F r the fi r t fin. n minul 

participants were hesitant to mention it. In both FGD's participant 

marital rape. But two active participants in the FGD's, broke the sil en th m aid It i a 

fact that there are occasions that I didn't want to have sex wi th my hu band. I r he i 

it, he will force me to do it' . After these speakers opened the flo r by tellin th truth th r al 

told their experience. Another woman also said, 'I f I have a fi ght with my hu band arli r I am 

not be willing full to have sex with him. If] resisted him strongly he beat t \ hal r h 

wants' 

Most of the participants in the two FGD's agreed that there are occa i n where th ir hu be nel 

forced them to make love with out their consent. This also lead t ph i al a well a ua l 

abuse of wives. 

There are factors that are raised by FGD's participants repeated ly. Mo t f ur hu band ar 

e en brokers. They sometimes earn a lot of money and other time the get n thing'. 

participants from the two FGD's informed that when their hu band la k m ne ~ r cafe r 

alcohol , they forced them to give some money. Discussant in the FGD al l11enti ned' thi \' a 

. . , t . of the F 
also accompanied by beating. Another active partlclpan In one 

, in~ 1"111 d that h r 

husband is a house and cattle broker, in spite of his profes ion; he ften r main at h 111 Idle, 

because he is addicted with cate and alcohol. When he lack mone , h ~ r ed h r 
h r 

d . . h I store) to give him om aughters (they are workmg m t e cerea 
d h r t t 

Ik d h· b other about 11i add i ti n r -af an al 11 1. 
t hi f hi . d ds She ta e to 1S r correc m rom s rnls ee . 
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But, he didn't show any change. He even beat 11e b I . r ecause 1e con IdeI' d h I' 11 rr Ii n ' 

his bad habit as a way of distorting his reputation. 

rt could be said that most participants in the two FGD's t' d h . men lone t elr e n mi d p nd n 

on their husbands, their bondage with their husbands through children th ir 

husband's, their low and unsustainable source of income made them to t lerat a ain I 

them. 

3.6. 1. Main Ideas in the FGD's 

~ Participants of the two FGD's have di fferent view toward ~ rm ulati n marit I 

relation. Some of them agreed that marriage has to be e tabl i hed thr u h fam i I 

involvement. Others say it should be formulated with the partner fu ll c n ent. In 

addition to this, participants explained, if a man and a woman tayed t 

period of time without legally married they have to be considered a hu band and i Fe. 

~ The presence of forced sex (Marital rape) in marital relati on hip wa al mel1 ti 11 d. 

This marital rape in most cases is accompanied with physical, exual and erbal a u e f 

wives. A research made be Randall and Haskings stated that women 

involved in physically abusive relationships might be especiall y vulnerable t marital 

rape by their husbands. (1995: 3-4). 

~ Wives tolerate violence due to their economic dependence on the hu band . The al 

mentioned that children born from their husbands are factor wh ~ r ed them t remain 

at home. Others say it is the love to their husbands that made th m t ta h m 
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~ Children born from wedlock also received physical a well a p LI • 'I h I 

means, due to husbands violent behavior, the beating i Iran ~ r fr m \ i t th ir 

children. 

~ Some of the participants mentioned that social normative expe tali n I 

made women to be domestic oriented 
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'There was a girl, 10 years old I am 10M' 

There was a girl, 10 years old I am told 

Bright red dress, big brown eyes, a ready smile and lots of lau hler she \ a .. '0 1111 0 ! r lIIi ' 
and potential. 

On her way to school, one day she was or perhaps to fetch water 

Singing gaily with her friends, sweet innocence radiating trough her anill1al d 'hall 'r h r skin 

warm, rich and golden, glowing under the morning sun 

Limbs soft, strong and supple-full of promise and potential. 

Suddenly there was a scream, loud voices, hooves, shouts and muffl d crie . 

Then SILENCE. 

Now, sobs, moons, a slap and kick begging. Pleading. ... SILEN E .. ....... 

There was a girl 10 years old I am told 

Red dress torn and shabby 

Eyes, once bright now dim, skin a dull and lifeless gray 

All that potential turned to ashes burnt out by daily drudgery and toil 

Th . I torn down by the demands of wounded wedded ni hI 
1 J e promIse ong gone 00 w 

Belly big with ripe potential sheltering a new girl child inside 

There was a girl, once, they saY:-J 

(A poem by Abiola Awojobi:httpll www. ecpat) net. 

71 



CHAPTER FOUR 

4.1 Process of Abduction 

The main components of the process of abduction are mentioned I'n the I't t . I rc ur Pdt (h i 

paper (pp. 36-37). Now, let's briefly look at the unique aspect of Abdu ti n in the t/, r ll1 r CJ 

area. 

When a man attempts to abduct a girl the first thing he doe i t di u the i u \ ith hi 

intimate friends . They discuss how they go about the abduction. They tart t 

girl frequently goes: to school or to the market place. The then abd uct d irl ' r utine dai l 

activity also investigated through a spy from her neighbourhood. Thi al h Ip th a du t r 

(Kidnapper) to know about the experience of the girl in handling the d me ti a tivit . In th r 

words, it assists the abductor to know weather she could be a well-trained h u wi~ r n t. 

The next step is to decide which time is convenient to abduct the girl. After de idin the a t 

day and time; a group of five to six men under the leadership of the girl ' future hu band wi II 

accomplishes the abduction. The kidnappers take the girl to a very far place, n t t rea hed b 

the girl's family . 

In The following days, the kidnapper will sent elders i.e. shemagele 

individuals) to the abducted girl family. This reconciliation process depend n the girl famil 

socioeconomic status, their bargaining experience and the age of the gir l. InD rmant m nti n d 

that abduction in Mermarsa is rampant during the main harve t- li e ting p ri d i .. in 

December and January, because at this time the peasants earn a lot fm ne . 

According to the information gathered through elders if the gi rl father i a tfu l man 

(like official in the P .A, Abba folie or orator person) and e n mi all 



reconciliation process takes very long time. The ex peri n e r th 

its won impact. One elder told me that there are familie wh a k 

i r1 ' mil n ar'<inin 1ha 

h m 

intention will increase the amount of bride wealth t'lley . F . recel ve. . r 111 tan it i u u II as d 

small jewelry, now they ask two or more gold jewelry or ther add iti na I 111 trial r Ih ,i rI . 

However, if the girl's families become simply easy going then it ill 111 r th 

elders to influence the girl's family. If she is going to be ailed Hafi III th n t <r r th n 

after few months, the reconciliation process become al 0 very ea y. 

4.2. Reconciliation Process 

Most informants asserted that in the process of reconcili ation eld r (jaarsos 

go & back to the abducted girl's family at least eight time . I r th tim i r th 

elders, then they could come to the abducted girl's family two tim In a e k ithin th r . t 

four days gap. 

In the beginning of the reconciliation day three to four elder wi ll m t the abducted irl 

family house and stand in front of it. In most cases it is early in the m min that m t ramil 

members are at home. Since it is a traditional way of reque ting a du t d irl ramil , th 

visitation and begging has to be repeated at least three time beft r the actual r 

begins. 

On the fourt'happearance of the elders the father wi II come Ollt fr m th h lit and a , u ar 

stealing our daughter, we will not let you to have her and ur b n . It i n t the 

proper time you have to come. It would have been better to om and r qu t 

marriage prior to the abduction'. Before the abducted girl father
l 

turn hi fa 

ht r fi r 

h hut. 

18 Id (. Id b her uncle her elder r lher etc \ Illla c the 
If the abducted girl didn't have a father, other male e er It cou 

place for negotiation. 
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immediately the oldest elder from the go- between individual \ ill dr phi 

on the ground (to jndicate the abductor mistake) and ay ' pl ea e, ~ pi 

what should be done now', Then the abducted girl 's father will a 'I t m 

the family first', He will give them an appointment. The reconciliati n ntinu In u h a \J 

ul 

At some point, if the elders feel that the reconciliation will be di tra t d th illtak a al an 

heifer 19 (Karma garemsa) to the abducted girl 's famil y, When th y r ach ar und th irl 

fami ly they bless the calf and heifer by pointing butter from the cup and put it n th ~ r h ad 

and backside of the calf. They also pinpointed the butter to the tail fhe h i ~ r,zo Aft: r lhi ri tual 

is committed, children (a boy and a girl) take the animal to the byre f a du t d girl amil , 

This process facilitates the process for reconciliation, In mo t ca e if th abd u t d irl , mil 

didn 't chase out the calf and heifer from the byre, it mean they are acceptin I the r 

Then estimation of the bride price or wealth and about the time of wedding da i th n I i u 

fo r discussion, Before the actual date of the wedding and afte r the a c I11 Jli hm nl the 

reconciliation, the abducted girl will return to her father's hOll e for the purp e f h n minal 

wedding ceremony. 

The bride wealth includes, Jewelry (ring and bracelet made of sil ver in me 

cloth for the abducted girl (the future bride and to her parents etc.) Then a 

is prepared in the groom's family house that can serve a very small numb r 

Id , nd 

19 • s mbols whi ch beauti fy the re nci lia tion. That mean . th 
.It has to be known that the calf and h~l.fe~ are onl~o~e Their peaceful retunl i an ind i tion tha t the groom and 

wIll return to the owner after the reconCIliatIOn was . h 'h . hou e If the abdu ted girl ' ami I cha e out the 
bride will separate from their parent in order to est~~lIs t elf own . 
calf and heifer it implicates, rejection of the reconCIliation. 

h
e h d back ide and on the tale h i 0 \ n meaning. uller 

20 • , • t' butter on t e lore ea , h' 'd AccordIng to the mformants, pam 109 fbi ' 5 the abd uctor (he i a tr ng lh t houlde I rI 
. fbi . The cal sym 0 IZC .' . . .. 
10 Droma culture is a sym?ol 0 es~mg. ted irl (she is inno ent girl \. ho \ III enile In u,e utu re . 
and always in front) the heIfer symbolized the abduc g 
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There are cases in which the abducted g' I f: T . 
Ir ami les reject the r n iii ti n. . n i Ih ' , 

between individual (elders) had been going b k d e . 
ac an Lorth for eight Uli ti m I Ih 

abducted girl's family, the reconciliation offered by the elder Oaarsas 
pI db 

the abducted girl's family. Then the abductor' C th s .a er or mother rln a I Ih 

abducted girl's family. Cacu is fertility ritual dominated by women. Th 

with domestic animals (cattle's, sheep, got etc) and humans a well. A in~ rrnant m nli n d, 

every household in the Mermarsa P.A had its own cacu. A c rdin t th In I'm nt . 

explanation, it is big necklace made of different colored tiny bead ( hel the t ha a h at th ' 

center. The ritual ceremony of cacu is done on November (Ii dar in ' [hi pi an al ndar . 

knuttson also mentioned about cacu in the following way:-

---- in the cult of the female ayana the ka/lu, immediately b for I h , 
possession, puts on a thick mantle like coat the kallo, des crib d o ' Ih 
ayana's dress. It is dyed deep red and black but, acc rdin 10 III 
reports, can differ with different kallus. On these occasion ' Ih wi 0 

the kallu wears over right shoulder abroad, leather band appro il'l7ol I 
jive feet long, richly shells and trimmed at lower edge wilh bra 's b ,I/s. 
This is cacu, the chef female ritual symbol among the Me 'ca and als 
among the tulama oromo [Galla). It belongs mainly to the ult oj Atel , 
the traditional female ayana who is associated with pro rea/ion, 
fertility, and birth and who is therefore, also called ayoull'l7a (the mother 
of procreation). When the moment for Miriam's arrival approach , /h 
kallitti hangs the cacu over the kallu's left shoulder. ---- (J 96 : 

Informants told the researcher that, on the time of the ritual, the women h 'a 'u pr pare 

purified butter, c~rsely grained wheat, which will be combined ith butter i . . Kince- pan 

Ethiopian food) and milk. On the day of the ritual she sits by cri cr ing h r Ie at th nt r r 

the hut, she puts the cacu (necklace) on her neck. I n front of her the puri fi d ult r th kin ' , a 

fresh grass and the milk will be presented. Then the ritual c rem 

will be presented there. She starts to bless the member of the famil , th land d 

the harvest etc. At the end she holds the fresh grass and immer d it th mil 

house, out side the house, on children and on her husband . Th 
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is the circumcised man that entered the Gada age et cerem n , B 

pe~son, some parts of the kince will be poured at the back 

guardian spirit of the homestead. 

h i 

Now, let's return to the reconciliation case, If the abductor's m ther put th a /I n h I' 11 

stand in front of the abducted girl's parent's house (in all thi kind f a a th 111 

k an 

rm an t 

asserted) the abducted girl's family immediately accept the reconcili ati dim ult t 

deny the fertility ritual i.e. cacu, If there are parents or individual wh 

that was brought in the name of cacu, 21, then the woman just take LIt th a fU 

neck and touch the ground by cacu. It means she ha cur ed the abdLl t d irl fam il , In pit ' 

of this, no one will want to be cursed. So they let the abduct r to take th ir daLl ht r, M t th ' 

time the cacu played this role when the abductor's father ha died r he la k Id I' br th I' r 

uncle, who can take the kalaca to the abducted girl's family for rec 11 ili ati 11 , 

The kalaca is the other means of enforcing the abducted girl 's fa mil y t ac pt th r 

It is believed that it comes from the sky. There is a my tiP , which i wid I 

'once up on a time drought appears all over the country. Children, animal pl ant tart d t 

di e. People abandon their home, but they held strong belief that one-da thi diffi ult tim ill 

pass. So, the people prey to wards sky god waqa, a heavy rain with thunder tali t 

Then after cacukalaca come from the sky. Beginning from that da that th rain , 

abundant all over the country, people started to plough, good hal' e t li e t d. 

n, 

me 

n rail 

speaking the land and the people turn to their original place, fe rtile. The am kind f m th al 

21 • v kelaca contrary to hi reque I all ind i idual \ ho owned it 
The researcher asked the mformants to show Cac,u I b' 't t or hown il to th eopl CaCti I " ha e 

refused to show. They said it has it's own time and nt~a to ring 1 o~, ed lhat . ~ k \l'aqo 10' ha e mer ' n u 
had their own special place that are kept in. Even, the mfomlanLS m~~ 10 nCac kela" ' 
mentioning it's name to you. Since, there must be special purpo e ca Ing 11 

22 • f th anthropologi LS ha e emph ized lha m th and ritual 
"Ever since Malinowsk.studyofthefunctlO~o .my .. ' , 196747) 

legitimate or validate the resisting social orgal1lzatlon (KnuLSson, , 
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mentioned by knutsson about cachukalaca. The c mmun it r ~ rr d kala a (hun r II 11 , 

Info rmants asserted that a true kalaca show movement wh n th r a thund r. nut n al 

explained about kalaca like this: 

The kallu also possesses a kalaca, the most resp I d all rill/al 
objects not only among the Macca but also 0 111 ng 
[Galla). Among the Borana and Guji in the s ulh il 0 17 'isl. 
phallic ornament worn on the f orehead by the ada S I /II em I 
the fore most ritual experts of the tribe. Unf orlunol I , I \\I IS n v I' 

allowed to see a kalaca in the Mocco, bUI, a rdin I 111 
descriptions that I obtained, it differs somewhal from Ihal Ih 
southern oromo [Galla). It is described as a coni all fi /'In d 'IIII //! ' 
of back iron, and it made only by special Tum/u, bla ksmilh, 1\1/7 ar 
believed to use metal brought from heaven by Ii ,'h lin '. Wh \ ' I' has 
the right to own a kalaca orders one from an exp 1'1 bla kS/II ilh 
When it is ready, he must build a new house and sa Tifi bull on I 
a cow. Only then may he take the kalaca to the new hOLls? and k I ' / 

it there. Twice a year at the sacrifices to the ayano abb I il i ' I Ik ' /I 
out in the sun. It is placed on a special chair from whi hils 0 \\117 ' I', 
dressed in a dirriba nabi, lifts it up and holds il in his Ol'I/IS, I I ' I' 

first gargling with water containing leaves of 'bi a v' ronio 
amigedalina} . On these occasions the tumtu /l'lLI '1 0 1 '0 

attend. (196 7:89-90) 

This belief resembles with the Ethiopian Coptic church ark (Tabot) . Jn f, rl11ant lain d that, 

kalaca is a means through which we communicate with sky God i.e. waqa. Til nl di f er ' n 

between the Ethiopian orthodox thewahedo ark and kelaca is 

I . Only selected priest shouldered the ark (Tab ot} , whi ch i ch en d a the pri 

said . Contrary t;fuis any individual (a man) who lived in M r lllar a and \! h \! ant 

take the kalaca for reconciliation purpose can take it. 

2. The ark (Tabot) is mentioned in the bible at old testament but n t the kala 

3. The ark (Tabot) is made of wood, however the kalaca i mad 
fir n. h r al 

structural difference in the design. 
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4. The ark (Tabot) is kept in church but the k La fa ~ und in 

inherits from their forefathers . 

\\I indi idu I h u lh. 1 

The owners of kalaca have no special status but they are tru t d t k P it r ull Ih 

ritual it needs. Some informants mentioned that ince it i a mat ri al mad r 111 Ihund r ir n. II 

price in the market is very high. So, Individuals who hav a fu ll tru t I11l11unit k it 

in a very safe and secure place. They informed to the re ear h r that th r ar t\J k la IS in th 

P.A. 

The ark (Tabot) and kalaca have had certain imilaritie li k : Ih t h 

come from the sky, they are considered as holly thing and th ar a m an thr u d, \J hi h 111 < 11 

can communicate with God or waqa. It is not the intenti n 111 1 il r ' th ' t\ 

belief systems. But, it is to show the connection between th tw . It ha 

community living in Mermarsa is predominantly orthod x religi n ~ II 

the table we see that 125 (100 percent) are orthodox rei igi n fo il 

the myth of cacukalaca with biblical explanation (1967:89) 

Above all the main reason that the researcher brought the i ue 

far the cacukalaca is feared in the society. J n other w rd 

nti n'd that th > 

n nut n n n > 1 

plain h \J 

pl ai nin th puq 

cacukalaca a person can be able to understand why people a c pt an i U , \J hi h th d ni d 

earlier, when the person who seeks reconciliation a k b th 

preceding sections the case histories FGD's (wi th men and \J m n 

nam 

f a du ti n pr 

was tried to see the connection between the cacukalaca and abdu ti n. 
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Table 7: Religion affiliation (Nov, 2003) 

Place 
Orthodox tewahedo 
Number Percent 

Mermarsa 
125 100 

Adama town (kebele 07) 49 40.8 
Total 174 71.1 

Type of religion 
Protestant 

Number P r 

- -
18 1.5 .-
18 7.3 

nt N ll m 

-
1-

1-
53 

II l i l~ -=1 
. I '~~C j r 

-
-~ 

Source: Sample survey conducted in Adama town of Keb .Ie 07 :.11111 M mlflr!)fI b I he 

researcher. 

The community had a strong belief in kalaei). A murd rer i th nl in Ii i tual 

allowed to touch up or hold the kalaea. Women al didn't all bins n 'ar 

it. Kalaca serves for begging the lord to make the land hildr n, d m ti animal 

Let me communicate the issue of kalaea to my topic f di i n. A it '" a m J1li 

the abductor's father, brother or uncle takes the kalaea t th abdu ted girl amil h!11 ' an 

stand out side the compound. Two elders also accompani ed the indi id ual that h Id tiP k fa 'a . 

According to the informants no one is allowed to pa r r th indi idllal 

kalaca when it is on the way. The individual who hold the kolo ~CI i 
hi l 

he holds it. Because, it is believed that the kalaea peaks ~ r it 
d d. I r 

the individual who holds it) ry to talk, it is believed that he ill b lIrnt t 
he . It i th m tt 

behind this notion. 

Then the people who accompany him call the abductor' fami l nam . th n aft r th a du t d 

family members showed up at the get, immed iately the re p nd d 
au th 10 'a i th r 



seeking peace. Most informants mentioned that 

rejection is unthinkable. 

me Ir q I r r 

A respondent in the P.A informed the re earcher m 

couldn't be able to understand each other. I end eld 

m h r 

r turn h r I m 

their best to solve the problem but her father bee m h ilant. t hi 

her husband. Finally, people advised me to take the kala a 
I 

By taking their advice in to consideration, I to k th kala 1 t m 

her father rejects my request even if I hold a kala a h 

long time standing out side her father's home. The tw 

h 

requested my wife to return, she insisted to remain in h r fath r i ' h m· . 1 h n I 

the kalaca, touching the ground, which is located in fr nt r th hut. I kn \ 

th r 

'I h 

Afte r a couple months her father is become blind and m "ift · till r 'main in h 'r ath 'r h 

U... \ \ 

\ 11 

single woman. No one asked her for marriage.' ther inft rmant al m nt i m:d. r ·· · tin h' 

reconciliation made by in the name of cauckalaca ill ha 

one' s collected harvest at night, loss of children pr pert , m tim ' d' h rna ur. 

These kinds of episode create a fear in the communit hate r fau l an in idualmad '. I h 

holds a kalaca, his opponents will forgive him and p (lI e \i ill b 

Weather cacu spent the night somewhere for hate er r n it ul . it r urn e II t 

home. However, if kalaca spent the night some here a a rifi a mu . In rman Id m 

that sheep will be slaughtered and the kala -a v ill pa 
urth r 

'sheep is slaughtered because it is the onl 
\\ qa Tru h ul 

individuals are symbolized by a sheep'. If kala -a return n do tim i i 111 



who takes the kalaGa that determines to sac 'fi n Ice or n t. In u h ind i\ iduill \\ h ) 

took the kalaGa can give two Birr to the lealac"a 0 h . , wner, or e can bl'ln 

k Ii 

en i 

Some informants said the kalaGa size is equal to dwarfed oil lump it I 

others say its feature is like a traditional grinding material (Muk a. 

comes from the sky, there are informants that mentioned kalaca uld b me 

(Tumetuma) from copper or iron. 

4.3. Abduction Case History F 

I it 

milh 

1 (F) w~s borne in Mermarsa peasant association. 1 had always b 11 liS ' / fO I I I 10 '01 /!,irl fO 
my far:rdy. 1 served my mother in the household activity, like cooking od, \\10 'hing 10fh 'S 011 I 
clea~zng the house. For my father, 1 also gave different assislan ' in fh orlll ing 0 livil " 
particularly during harvesting time. 1 also look after the callie's. 'j) f II! , filii ' 0 ob /11 'fi 11, J 
attended my schooling (education) in a proper way. 1 always wished fO Ol7 finU ' 1II 'du Ifioll ill 
order to be a teacher. However, it remain a wishful thing because m husb 1I1d didll 'f all \\1 //1 ' 10 
continue my education (This informant was abducted on sep. 24, 200 ') 

In my spare time (i. e. after returning from school), 1 assi ·ted my famil . 1 111 0 . \\I 'llf 10 'I h 
water. If you go from our home to the site of the spring by foot, it will 10k , ou 011110 'f I\VO I;ours. 
As usual, one day 1 load the Jerican (plastic water containel) on donk 's b I k, J ol/ 'd u( I/Iy 
friends name in the neighbourhood but she didn't replay to my call. 1 r jJ 01 dl olfocl h r lIa//1 ' 
loudly, no answer. J become very surprised at the moment because befi r (h irl mim" . ago 'h ' 
had told me that when you went to fetch water please call me, 1 would a ompclI1 ou. Th /I b 
cashing the donkey 1 started to walk to the spring. 1 found other girl ' on \ hOI/l 1 known (h ' 1I1 
earlier. These girls were my schoolmates; we continued going 10 Ih pring i( folking a ul 
the days at schoo!. Some of them were talking jokes and were we lou hin l. udd 111 I, 1 IT ord a 
footstep at the back of my side. When 1 turned there were five men behind. Th n ir I d u . I 
this moment my friends shouted loudly, 1 was caught but they leI (h girls 10 0 I' . Tile I ere 
stronger than me. 1 tried to fight them. However, 1 couldn 't re i I th ir b alin \ illl (II ir I ig 
hands and heavy steak (dula) . By putting me on the horseba k the (oak 111 (0 a pIa know a 
Dengore (ajive hour road by footfrom my village xiddeca) 

1 had seen and know there was always abduction going on in our P.A bur I h n il 0 111 

was so shocked, a~d afraid of my abductor. 1 couldn't stop cr in . Th 11 in hi h u 
abductor wanted to rape me. Then, a very terrible thing a curl' d, Ihol .1I1 on , J (I' II I r 
him. He strangled me then my whole body started to be \Veok and h dId \VII I h \\' 1111 d I 

wish some one would come and took me away at that momenl. 

On the next day, J had a plan to escap e but it \ a not p iI , au 
individuals assigned by my husband to keep an eye on 111 • A I I' a I 11 11 

fam ily, the reconciliation was done. 
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Later on my mother told me, it was better that my father accepted, 117 r n ilioli 11, I 
was to be 17 years old the next year. This means 1 was going to be all d 110 IU u. 
also mentioned that since the abductor had raped me, then who will 
virginity was taken away? 

Because of the above reasons my family was forced to accept the recon iliati n. 1 01. 1117:J lit If 
the woman who I mentioned earlier that I called out to accompany me in I hin \ 0 1 r i. 
served as a spy for my abductor. She informed my abductor who 1 tim I IY 171 1 .\' ·It II 
water or to go the market. 

4.3.1. Important Issues in F case 

~ During the occurrence of Abduction F is beaten in evere wa b h r a du t r h' <1 1 . 

raped her. This creates physical, sexual , psychological a well a em [i nul trauma 11 

her. 

~ As a result of the abduction, F forced to interrupt her education. 

~ F's family was forced to accept the abduction not by normal eld 

through the involvement of Kalaca (a material which i be li d ha e had a 

supernatural power on the community traditional belief tem 

~ Implicitly, the societal normative structure which tate girl h uld mar 

f}f, I Thi al h il WI1 
reach certain age is enforced through the concept 0 a .u. 

. T fon particular! fr m F' rn th r. 
contribution for acceptmg the reconCI la I 

. b' place may be the abdu t r 
~ Abduction is practiced openly m pu IC , 

th ri hl I 

. I t f, und ar un th ar a whi h 
and time in which the relatives of the abducted glr are n 

lo th n ml O lh rc \\ men cr 
b 17 Years old. Accordin 

24. • . d women a ove It IS a name gIven to unmarne . 
d b st men for marrIage. 

seventeen years old didn't wante Y rna 
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the abduction is committed In spit f thO . 
. 0 lS, as It wa m nti n d in thi th I Ur 

people around the area when F is abducted h 
, owever no n I tri d t 

or tried to save the abducted girl from the kidnapper . Thi 

community considered abduction as a normal part of their life. 

4.4 Abduction Case History G 

This case history is unique from the previous one, becau e the abdu ted irl r tu rn d h m 

without being raped by the kidnapper. Since her relatives take imm di at a ti n 

Let's follow the case 

G b~gan telling her case by saying, life is very difficult if you born /rOIll Ih 1 0 I' /lIIil ,. 1 
famtly. can be considered as even the poorest of the poor. 1 live with my mOlh 1', III liltl ' br Ih ' I' . 
and sisters. My father died when I was jive years of age. Our mOlher's main 'OLlr 
selling local drink, i.e. Areke or Tella. In addition to this she had a small plol 0 
which she sell sand 

At the age of twelve J started to attend school, I get good resull ' in v I' 

education. J always thought, one day after I finish my education / will tak 
this miserable life. 

Last month, something happened that can destroy my dream. 1 was going 10 I h lIIal r 1'0 1/1 Ih ' 
spring. There are three women that are going with me, unexpectedly six 1/1 n 0 1/1 ' 101 arc/. ' 1/1 ' 

and started chasseing, by all potential I have, I started to run, my allempl . a, e didn't l ark, 
and the end the abductors easily caught me. I know two of my kidnapp I' , b au 1 '0 1 Ih 11/ 

when they often come to drink Tella in our house. During the abduclion / I a ' ri u I 0 1 11 

and the abductors took me is Guraccha furda- a place of my abducl r. 1n Ih lil/l a Ih 
abduction, the girls whom J went with together shoutedfor help, bUI no on giv Ih 1/1 off I1l iOI1 
One of the girls told me (after I returned home) that she immedialely relurn d I /11 1 II I Ih r 10 

tell what happened 

As I \mentioned earlier my Abductors took me to a very f ar place /rOIll Ollr ilia . That do i rh 
longest day of my life. J waited some action /r~m my relative: bUI no ~n , III 10 r U 11/ . 

What I always thought was; _ 'is my abductor tned to rape me. Bul h dldn I d o. 

At the middle of the night, I heard the door broken, individual .e~7~er d Ih II U 
then my mother's boyfriend then the peasant association 1111 lit 1011/ n. JI,,{ . du I r a/~ d 
through the window because he couldn't be able to fight bac~. The P. a lei 1 al 0 II Id art 
(Klashinkove). Some of the kidnappers tried to resist fo r the !lin . b 1/1 lid, Ih 
their hands to P.A officials. I always thought that, / ~m Ihe h~ kl , I I 0 11/ 

may be the only girl who returned in peaceful way wlthoUI b 117 lap d 
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4.4.1 Comments Made by Other Community Members on the a c of 

G's uncle and her mother boyfriend said, 'It is terrible new fo r the ~ mi l un n 

years old. Her abductor is a delinquent (keshe/eb/ \ He wa Ii in in dam 1 t wn 

laborer. He chews cate and consumes very much alcohol (Areke . 

tuberculosis due to this he is in therapy. Some individual (hi near t Id u th t h 

HIV- positive. Imagine what distortion would be created if thi man b m hu and . 

Her teacher also informed the researcher that 'G is a very ut land ing tud nl. II r r nk i ' 

always second or third in the class. If this attempt of abdu ti n an't urW il d 

school will lose one of our out standing students' . Finally her in tru t 

heard three other abduction cases in the peasant association, 

other youngsters who have a plan to abduct a girl. At least in my plnl mmuni t in thi 

P.A seems awakened and started to realize the bad consequenc of abdu ti n . 

4.4.2 Points that have to be mentioned in G's Case 

~ Even if G'S faced physical abuse i.e. beating during the time 

with out being raped. Because, her relatives in cooperati n ffi ial k 

immediate action in curtailing the abduction. 

~ From the legal point of view, the measure taken b the P. ffi ial ti II . In th 

. , h P A fficl'als26 (militi aman) h uld ha e p researcher' s opmlOn t e . 0 I 
d v r th 

abductors (criminals) to the police station rather than lea in th m re , 

25, , d' h t explal'n a rude person, h p ' I d ,. d lhe ThiS word IS use m t e area 0 ffi ' I fr e tho e criminal e l . ml Itl un er me • 
26 The researcher found out that the Kebele ,0 It

la 
s ll~e ca e i tran ferred to higher 0 Icial , 

have no right to prison the abductors. They simp y say 
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~ G's had an excellent academic performance. H \. 

successful, her future life would be damaged. he 'V ill b p t nti I hurn n r 

could be beneficial for her family as well as the c untr a a \ hi . 

4.5. FGDs Made by Abducted and Non- Abductcd Womcn 

ur (hat 

The next two FGDs are conducted in Mermarsa pea ant a iati n ( a ill , I kn 11 l 

xiddeea. In each FGD, six to eight women are participated. me f th ITh rri 

through abduction others are not married. Such a combinati 

who passed through it and those who didn 't. In the fir t F 

fifteen to fifty. The next one is seventeen to thirty five. T av id rep titi n, th main id th . 

two FGDs'are brought as follows. 

As it was done in the previous FGDs the issue of marriage ~ rl11ulati n \, ral d at th ' 

beginning 

In both FGDs the women asserted that marriage is an e ential in titu ti n r th iet 

'But as far as there is abduction we are afraid of it' ( iew f n n- married 'V 111 ne 

participant at the age 15 suggested, that ' I am alway afraid f g ing t 

one-day anyone may come to abduct me' . 

( An elder woman who participated in the FGD mentioned that, I a \" man uldn't 

. '11 b II d ua'(,etu So it is good to mar in a n rmal'V\ a . Bu i a marry on tIme she WI e ca e 11' 'J' . 

.' th qui red age fo r marriage h h girl's age IS gomg to pass e re 

woman also said a poor man who couldn't pa the reque t d d , 

. b t on i abdu ti n' 
for wedding feast, has no other alternative u 

8 

du ted . Thi 

and la th m n 



Another woman who has a different view fro,n til ', menti n d that I kn \\ Ih t ur n 

marry through Butta (abduction), that s why you upp rt a du Ii n . 

continued her explanation, 'this kind of thought i a very traditi u n 

I passed during that backward time. However the pre ent tim i di r 11\. a m n 

wants to marry, he must ask the girl 's family in pr per We . J\bdu ti n i n thin Ul 

simply stealing a girl!' By supporting her idea other di cu ant i n h nd In 

support of this woman idea, another woman said ' it i not lack r fil1 AI1 

wealth or to prepare a wedding feast, but on some cca i n it i dll I Ih mp tili 11 

for the girl by several men.' 

A girl around the ages of fifteen (she is also a 5th grade tud I1t m nti n d th t ' th ' I' . i a 

problem from the women too. I know there i a irl \. h i abdll t 'd rr m lIr 

neighbourhood recently. A girl who I didn't want to menti n her nam 11 \: 

spy for the abductors. She told them every place the abducted irl \ nt. Thi mad' th ' 

abduction very easy. In spit of this, if the spy girl warned the a du t d ir] ' rami l , I" 

situation would have changed.' 

Participants of the FGDs'mentioned that alcoholic loca l drink li k Ar k ' a mild 

stimulant which rides the abductors like a horse. , 

A woman who married through abduction explained that 'in abdu ti n ther ar t\\ ad 

things. One is, critical beating and the other one i ~ rc d 

resisted their abductors during the time of kidnapping' thi r 

serious beating. I am old woman, r saw a lot of abdu ti 

k'll . I' futur life practice. It hampers and even'S a g,r s . 

the girl after the abduction. This creates a deep 
are n lh mind 
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The abductor takes her virginity. If she return t h r fa th r' h m 

wanted for marriage. Because a girl who lost her virginit i n t n d r marri ' . I t is 

a very complicated problem. The government must give edu ati mmunil 

Another discussant raised a different issue i.e. the cacukala 'a a . h II h , it. 

own purpose in our tradition like blessing the lord in rd I' t m d m n 

more fertile and kalaca to reconcile conflict between individual r < mi l . II \ 

Buta (abduction) it served as a final enforcing mechani m t Im p \' ill Ih 

kidnapper on the abducted girl's families . The rea on I nn I thi h I' i. I h r I 

youngsters saying 'I can abduct a girl and the final thin In r n ' iliati n uld ; I 

bringing cacukalaca' 

4.5.1 Main points in FGD's made wi th women 

~ Due to abduction girls fear to go to school. 

~ Parents are afraid with the negative connotations of the w I'd !fa f Li. B' au 

girls may pass the marriage age limits the probability ofgettin a hu band i 

if th II' 

~ There are also women who seriously object abducti on in fa 
r f ~ rmal mania e and 

vice versa. 

~ Abqt1Ction is also practiced due to men's competition over ne ir!' 

~ Women are indirectly participating in the abduction' ome f th m 

abductors. 

. I'k A k gives the abdu t r a 
~ Traditional alcoholic dnnks 1 e re e, 

t a u a irl 

. d fi their educati n. 
~ Abducted girls are mterrupte rom 
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~ cacukalaca serve as a means of a final c · I ' . . enl orclng me lanl m mil I 

accept the reconciliation. 

4.6. FGD Made with Male Youngsters on the Issue of Abduction 

This FGD is conducted among five to six male -young t r n Ih a 

Some of them are married by abduction, others are in formal marri a c nd Ih r 1 ar n 111 ir 

education, meaning they are unmarried. 

The fi rst question raised is why do men choose to abduct girl rath r the n marl' in ' Ihr 1I h 

formal way? The first speaker mentioned, ' it is due to the lack r ri 

wealth and wedding ceremony'. He further said, 'if some on want t marr In a rm al \ B : h 

must bring horses or rent a car for himself and the bride, fo r hi t men and r pc rti ani 

the wedding that should accompany him. The whole proce may t him fr Birr 

However, abduction only costs 700-800 Birr, including the reconciliati n pr > Imagin > \ ith 

in the present peasant life condition, it is impossible at lea t Ii r th mao f p an 

community to cover this formal marriage expense. This i al 0 due t p ert b au r 111 tim ' 

to time the production that we get from our land deceased. 

On the issue of how a man can abduct a girl, participants re pond in th . h ne t 

speaker continued by saying, 'I am always observing abduction talt in fr m child h d that m n 

in-group abducted a girl. When I reached at the age of ixteen I tarted t pl an I' m \\ n 

bd 
. . I I hared my Idea \. ith 111 intimatn nd . and all 

a uctlOn. In order to Implement my pan, s . 

'd If agreed. Unfortunately, my father rejected the Idea. He al , 

responsible for the consequence that comes letter on'. I had n 

with what the old man said. After constructing my own hut in th 

u a d u I a i 1'1. I wi II n 

ther alt rnali 

m un m 

I old at that moment an h I' 
request a girl for me. She was twe ve years 

mil id 'h h 
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wait until our daughter reaches the preferred age C: • lor marn tarti n' r m th d' tha t m 

father sent elders (go between individuals) to the girl ' famil 
like I thin' 

to her and to her family always on Holydays. When the marriage dat b 

necessary bride wealth. In the end when she reached fourteen I married h r \. ith 
\V d in ' . 

In my opinion, men don't want this long procedure. They alwa find a h rt ut \ hi h i-. 

abduction. 

Another youngest participant explained his Idea by oppo ing th cx planc ti n that ' m n 

abduct women because it is a short cut.' He stressed it i their p vcrty that ~ r th m t d it. 

He continued by saying, 'for instance, I came from a very p r fa mil . I Ii \! illl 111 111 th·r. 

We have a very small plot of farming land. The harvest that i c II ct d fr m thi Ian 

feed the family all year round. In order to supplement thi I am D rc d t rk 11 a da la r·r. I 

married my present wife through abduction. Some of you helped me in the ~I du ti n h ' m >1111 

the FGO's participants) because you believed that this is the onl y \ ay that I an , t a \! i~ . 

This participant elaborated the condition of abduction a litt le bit furth I' 'th r 

process also took long time. The elders become discouraged. The abducted girl ' famil didn 't 

want to give me recognition as a husband. I think it is due to my povert. t th nd m m th r 

took cacu to the abducted girl's family and the reconcili ati on be come fruitful. ' 

,.--

The participants of the FGOs also discussed on the issue of girl ' age at fir t marria . 1m t all 

said the girl has to be between the ages of thirteen to fi fteen. Their main r 
r 

saying this is: 

I to mar th m at an arl a . 
Women become older, faster than men, so a man 1a 
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There is family pressure that if a per .' , son marlle a \ man b lw 11 lh r 17-2 • 

every member of the community will undermine crili him I im Ii lin ' I 111'1 

wife as Hafetu. 

If she is very young she could give birth for more children. 

Men can make a woman pregnant any time. But, if a w man pa cd rlain a ' limil 

45 age) she can't give birth. Therefore, the participant m nli ncd th irl h ul 

early age to give birth for more children. 

4.6.1. Points that should be underlined in the FGD Made b Mal 0 1111 Sf ' r ' 

~ According to informants, poverty is considered a a main fact r that 

girls in the P.A. i.e. high costs related with bride wealth and w dding 'r m n \' hi hi ' 

not coverable by a peasant. 

~ Other participant blame the abductors by saying, ince ~ rmal mania 'pr e La 

long time and it is costs a lot of money, men choo e abd ucti n a h It ul. 

~ Cacu_27 a woman dominated fertility ritual practice pl ayed a a la t enfi r in m hani m 

for reconciliation with the abducted girl 's famil y. On thi as i n it pia li k lh r I -

played by kalaca. 

d b h rt " ant a a pint f argum nl a ut \) h 
~ The biological factor also presente y tepa lelp 

men choose to abduct a girl at an early age was that women 
Id t r than m n. 

So, to have more children, man should marry the girl at an earl I a 

27 • • h en fertility female al 
Informants call cacu when they associate Wit WOol h h 'd re ponden 

the researc er- ear 
and monopolized only by men. Inmost cases th t xacu and 

. h to be known a ", two belief systems together. However, It as 
ceremony. 
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4.7. Seegeba- chasing out of widow partner 

The word seegeba in Mermesa implie~ the affair of 'd ' . . 
a WI ow III mantal r latl n hip \\ ilh man. 

When an individual enters to a widow house without . a marriage pr 

reason that I brought this issue is that, in Mermarsa area a wl'd W ha n ri 'hl in all win' h J 

new partner to live together with out notifying Abba Foiles. 

From the Folles point of view the word seegeba implie avoiding man r m nl rin I 

widow's woman house, if he didn't ask their permission. 

Faile is a Gada class in the Tulama Oromo. Knutsson wh mad ,. h n til · 

MeCca and Tulama Oromo groups mentioned that 

In Tulama today only two classes still retain something o/ Ih ,ir '/i 1/'0 '1 ' I' 

and functions. One is folle, --- the folie play the part 0/ lown 011 I dOli I 

troupes they are allowed considerable sexual license and 0 1 Ih '0111 ' lilll ' 
have a right to molest those who do not follow the accepl d S LlO! 1/101' I 
code. The second class still ceremonially distinguished is tuba, 01 il ' 
conclusion the members celebrate the butta l east at whi h 111 or I 

circumcised (1963:170) 

In Mermarsa area each Abba lalle has 40-50 dance troupes under him . If th Abba 1/ , didn'l 

allow the man to enter to the widow's house or if a man enter wi th Ollt a ki n th p rm i i n 

Abba fo lle immediate action will be taken on the man. 

For instance, if a woman has a lover after the death of her hu band and if lhi man h r I r 

starts to live with the widow with out informing Abba/aile, he \ ill all th 

Folies and take immediate action, according to the informant al a Fall ing an an 

group. 

In Holydays like in St. Geberal and in St Micheal day their a ti it i fr qll ntl In 

fr tl h ch lard and m r h I 
these days, they dance and sing together starting om le c ur 

I 1 and lIr in th mi ho\ d' I 
the P.A: blessing the land, the people, thanks giving to t le aqa 
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the main purpose of their dancing and singing If t·he h . C . . y av Inl'rmatl n n \\h 111 nn In 

which widow's house, with out their permission then they will lak 111 a ur \\ Id \\ 

and her lover. That means when they reach at the home of the wid in whi h 111 < n nl r 

without their permission, and then they directly entered the hou e and al Ih m \ hil 

destroying what ever they found in front of them, Since they come udd nl r lil 

widow and her new partner to escape,28 The beating of the wid w a " II a h I' n 

a very serious one, The Folies action doesn't stop by doing thi they take a T a 

house of the widow and they went directly to the near by river and tea r it in t pari \ 11 '\ 

they call Koreta, This implies that the widow and her partner ar mar ,ina li z'd r m Ih 

Even their nearest relatives couldn't be able to come in order have ial r 

the sanction made by Folies, In other words, the two couple ar lit ff r m Ih '111ir' 

community, No one will come near to them in time of happiness or orr " . 

As Knutson said, 

______ they (folies) are allowed considerable sexuallicenS' and -­
______ they have a right to molest those who do not jollol Ih 

accepted sexual moral code (Ibid) . 

The point here is, when illegal premarital or extramarital ex i commitl d 

societies condone it because they are authorized by the tradition. H 

th Foil " , th ' 

n il l11e I th 

I ' r. II beat her and h r partn r. Th ' poor widow who wants to start a new relations lip, r O e 

ostracized both of them from the society, 

, h f of the research repl ied \. ar din th i 
Respondents who served as Folles 111 t e lme 

h to I'nherit h r pr p rt ', In additi n I 
'J'. utsider w 0 come we have to keep the WIdow trom an 0 

'bTt fthe communit that th this, they say 'we have the responsl 1 1 yo 
hildr n' 

'do~ the hou e ~ re the ana 
2 'd partner leaves WI , ' 
8 However there are cases that the WI ow , rt er has the in fo n113tion from the In I e 

" "d or the Widow pa n can happen Ifand only If the WI ow 
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have to be well protected. So, we immediately take acti on in rd r I a id Ih 

made by an outsider'. 

In spite of Folies claim, implicitly they are in a way keeping the land r m 

Ih I\\ illh 

up. Ii n , an 

outsider. As other informants suggested, it is not for the sake of pr t ti n th \ id \ UI il i ~ 

a need of Korma goremsa. 

One research that was made in the eleven ethnic groups in Ethiopia indi < t 

girls are not acceptable, when they propose for marriage (Hirut: I 7 

shows only the girls response, it can show how far women are d nied 

marriage. As we look to the following case history the problem b 111 1 Ii t1l 

a widow choose her partner for marriage. 

The widow may have the possibility to get permission if she give th k 1'111 1 g r ' III 'o al 

heifer) through her partner to the Abba Folie. Even if she can be a Ie t . j > thi h'r partn ' r 

should be a person that belongs to the clans that are found in the ar a. (r th ' P or 11 i n t 

belonged to them, the request will be rejected. 

Here two important things that affect the widow right can be explained. 

1. If the widow or her partner didn 't have the fin ancial apa it gl lh > karll/a 

Abb fi II then both of them v ill be humili ated in 
goremsa to a 0 e 

community. For lacking the financial capabili ty to gi e the ift t 

other words, the widow is dined her human right to h 

she like to marry. This also implies, women in that ar a ar 

. , bl their property (land, h consciously admInlstra e 
r lh i r \ n Ii 

husband's death. 
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II. Even if the widow has the fin . I . ancla capac ity, he mu t 

known by the Foiles, who is found in the P. A. In pit lh i 

unknown person by Foiles even if he belong 

the Folies deny her request. 

to the Ian th t r 

Ih 

LJnd in th 

4.7.1. A Case History of Widow (H) that faced aT 'bl A " .ern e ttack from / ' 01/(1,\ 

H told her case history in the following way. Let's ~ollo I I . b' . • • 11 W l e r. lila.) In III I'" 1 '1'111/1' 

p easant assoczatlOn. I grew up and married here My hU"band a' . d . 
J .. . " w so " 0 11/ 11/ " ' I Ik ' \ 

care OJ me and hls chlldren. Because of the recent the Ethio-Eril ri n I Or " , I ' /II 1(. 111 , 
warfront. In t~e f!rst year th~t he went to the war front, he sent us a smoll 0111 11111 I/I ~ /I ' T" i\ 
served as an mdlcator for hls survival. On the next year of his deparlur , "is //10 /1 iol 1.\".\'i.\'1 11/ . , 
stopped. 

I have a small plot of land. Since the militiamen family who e husbcmd" III ' /II I I'" lIIor ro /lt 
gets a special attention, I was one of the beneficiaries of this sch 111 . P, r 
offiCials ordered the community to look after my farmland, by turn. Thi ', I 

the burden of my workload. 

After the war stopped the PA officials told me the news of my husband d (l11r. 1 I a ' 1/10 lim ill , or 
long time. I never expected to lose him in such incident. tarting fro m Ih do 0 1/1 1111 'ball /,,' 
death news, my life became gloomy. Gradually, the P.A community Slop1 ,d I iv ' 1 " j '11/1 , ill 
farming activity. Then life began to be very difficult. 1 had to emplo (I p a anI \ /10 0/1 1 " j ' f //I ' 

in the farming activity. This didn't become that much useful, because wh n 1 01/1/ al"d 1/1 ' 'a/or 
I paid for the peasant with the profit 1 get from the harvest out put, il sholll do/ '. , 1 '10/ 'P 'd 
hiring a p easant. For two consecutive harvest times, my brother ass is! d 1/1 bUI hi ' old 'n u h 
and I didn't want to bother him. I realized that life shouldn't be conlinu din Ihi I a . Til /I, 1 
decided to live with my boyfriend 1 know this man since my husband 's d 0111. 1 , hOI" b ' 11 

acquainted for one year; he had a goodfeeling towards the children and 111 . H 0/ ' a ' j t d ill ' 
in the farming activity. Finally, we agreed to live together. For Ihe fir I /1 0 1/101111 I' r 'lhin 
seems normal. But, last month the Folies suddenly came to my hul, bi! 1/1 n \II hu bond and 11/ 

The verbal abuse and physical beating was very severe on bOlh of u . 

The Folies took the toga (kuta) from my house to the river and torn il in I 11 ~ parI 1 ~1 \I 1111 

is a message, which indicates that my partner and I are cuI from, 1~7e 01ll/1~U/1lI . /I I h ~r 
secretly contacted me; even my relatives also reduced their VI /t. 1n pi! all Ih ' 10/ 
sanctions made by Foiles my new husband and I still live to elh r, 1 ~ \ 
the Foiles need me for friendship. I didn't like anl one of Ihem and, ~ ~Ik 1/1 

Now the .. th h nd. ,/'thepolice, Howejer, since the P,II m1l/I/ 1/1 11 up rl,/1 F, /I .• 
, case lS In e a s OJ P '/ ' , ' , 

h h I · d -edfior u to th A /II I IflOI1l 11, II / 11 ( ' f 
W atever security protection that t e po Ice or el . I d TI 
come to be practical. Some of the Folies threaten me verbol~ w/7 /I \\I 111 I 11 I I r I 

say, 'If you don't chase out this man, we will burn your hou ' 

My husband also faced the same threatening. I told him 10 I' 

the issue is in the hands of the legal men that we have to I 
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decision. The policemen informed me th t ,{', . h 
't t th a ajtel t ey cone/lid 117 / o/! rn 'ellir ', III 1 pass lover 0 e prosecutor office for a Court decision. 1\ fluid 

I am a very poor woman; I have no financial strength I b / 
that could be given to the Folles, . 0 uy ca and II 'i ' I' ( crill / ~O/ '1/1\ /) 

4.7.1.1. Points in H Case history 

~ As a result of her husband's death in the warfront H f:a cd a b'g 'bl . I I' 
. < I pi m in 1 r I ' . I h • 

P.A community stopped the special support, which wa 
nt. 

those individuals that went to Ethio-Eriteria warfront. Thi r ate high pr LIJ' n 11 \ 

life, 

~ To alleviate her problem that was created around the fannin a ti it II hil 'd 

But this couldn't give her a last resolution in th farmin I a ti it du II ' 

incompatibility of the final output of harvest with the paym nt ~ r 'a ant. all' iut· 

this problem, creating an alliance with a new partner wa a strat appl i >d J I, 

~ The Folles immediate reaction on H's action is on the prete t f k' ' pin I th ' d 'ad )11 ' Il 'S 

property, the woman and her children's right. The Folles humiliat d II and h' r min'r 

beating and verbal abuse. 

~ H sought a legal protection in order to be secured . Howe er the p, mi litiam n didn't 

implement the order given by the police, to protect H fr m an er al thr at r attem t 

attack by Folles. It seems that the Folies are highly influential n th a ti n th P 

militiaman. 

~ The violence committed on H's and her partner i a 

because the authority of Folles is accepted by the ociet 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5.1. Theoretical Explanation 

This chapter deals with the association of th h ' e researc with grand th rI e 

women. In doing the theoretical explanation the researcher I' att mpt d I 

components of the research. 

As we observe the case histories, FGD's and the research re ult \I c an tnk th 

question in the explanation oftheories of violence against women. 

• Why did men initiated to use violence as a means ofconnict r I" in m> hanim? 

• What factors contributes for continuation of violence I' h did 

women Condon within the community? 

• How did men (husbands) learn violence against women? 

These questions are tried to be touched in the proceeding discus ion. 

In this study the researcher didn't believe that one theoretical explanati n fram \: rk didn't 

explain the whole idea of violence against women discussed in the re ear h i .. 

Abduction and Seegeba (Chasing out of widow partner). Due to thi th di ~ I' nt the ri that 

are explained earlier (pp.II-15) are applied. 

~ 

The first theory that I would like to mention is the function aggre i n th r . Pr 

theory; Steinmetzei, 1988 and Abraham, 1996 propagates that an indi 

violence when some goal is blocked or as a response to fru trati n. 

case of A and B their husbands become not successful in the busine , 

it w 

th il in I 

in h 

an ru 



That means their imagination of becoming well t b'I' d . -s a Il ze trad r I urt il d r au 

of their personal reasons. As a result of this failure, the hu and 

addicted to cate and alcohol. This condition may lead them to ocial tr 

of anger and frustration emerges in the marital relationship I' e h 1\ . . . . w en que tl 

what is wrong with the business, he beats her. In other words thi 

for violence. 

B and A mentioned that when their husbands chew cate and c n um al h I Ih ir hu I '111 I., 

encouraged to committee violence. At this point I want to menti n v hat th 'lt 

alcohol may be associated with violence but does not cau e it. e nard and Olan' I 

mentioned the relationship between alcohol use and both the man' I el f h 

marital satisfaction moderate violence. It is clear that the fir t ea and 

and B's respectively) showed that their husbands become ho til e t th m b> au t at' 

reasons in each case history. For instance, A always insisted to kn w ab u tiP bu in" 

Y (A's husband) assumed that A has a superiority outlook toward to him and al a rt d hi 

first chi ld. Due to this he may become hostile to her and thi s may ~ ree him t eat 

h b'I' t I I band' addi ti n fr m 'of ' and When we come to B' s case her effort to re a I Ita e ler lU 

alcohol was not considered as a way of assisting by her husband but a hi r ulati n. In 

spit ofB ' s effort, her husband develops a hostile out look toward her \ hi h nd up In ti n 

and abandoning of her with the child. 

. y that alcohol didn't 
From the above mentioned two pomts we can sa 

predetermined hostile outlook of the husbands of 8 and A 
hi h mad 

h t . many families drunkenn 
violence act. It has to be known t a , III 
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violence being precipitated while violence may , h Occur Wit ut an al h I 

(Scut: 1991, 45) 

Resource theory elaborated violence as a resource to accompli' 11 n I \\ i h'. In ll1 . In', 

similar to the use of money, (Steimetze, 1988), There is beating er < I a u 

sex in marital relation. Such violence acts become a resource ~ r abu i hu and 

their wives refuse to have sex, they use violence as a re ouree t 111 I lh ir t r .t. I k th 

issue of marital rape in A case, pp.39-43 and C case, pp.52-56), 

Exchange theory also explains the issue of violence again t wiv , F r in ('In " i \\. I'lk • III 

case of A her husband is frustrated due his bankruptcy mi und r ta n in I \ ilh h 'l, 

superiority complex etc, this anger and frustration may by relea ed durin I th ' I In 

other words anger and frustration release through wife abus i a rev ard 

Y) as well as the accumulation of power and control. 0 , the co t 

Gelles and Corvell mentioned that (1990) cost of violence include di n. 

The theories that are discussed up to now are categorized under 

The socio-cultural theories also have their own place in explaining the i 1 n ' a 

against wives . Structural theory is one of the theories that are treamed ut 
ul ural 

theories. The case of E (pp.62-64) can be explained in thi the , H r hu 

. . d t' I due to thi he alv a resources, III terms of materIals an emo IOna , 
111 tlll1' h 

heard to be said 'I am proud of my poverty' and when he fa 
mali n \\ ilh hi \\ i '. 

violence become a means to pass over it. 

I " iolen , It i n \\ 11 lha ll1il11 
Feminist theory has its own reflection in exp atnll1g 

, f male and femal id nt i I 
gender as a self as a social constructIOn 0 
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4 

it , this theory also revolved around two concepts, patriarchy and se 

rib 
lion w the institutionalized system of male dominance, which cond 't' 

because they accept a process of sex role stereotypes. Patriarchy implie 

\ver in all the important institutions of society and that women are deprived of ( 

uch power (Lerner: 196:239). When sexism explained from the feminist point of view 

f male supremacy, of male superiority and of beliefs that support and sustain 't I , 

putting this in mind we can cite a lot of points in the theory, which have relevance in tr 

FGDs and results of this study. For example, if you take the D's case (pp.57-6 

al residence; her husbands action of having a mistress which is not considere 

fu l act by the society are the core points that are constructed around male supremac) 

It is also a fact that male domination is condoning in the society. Through out D's ca 

husband had done a lot of damage on her, physically, psychologically as well as sexua 

everely beats and abused D, even after her relative takes her for treatment, he forced 

return horne by bringing Kalaca to her father's house. From this we can understand that th 

tem, which is used for reconciliation is in support and favor of the male dominanci 

than fema le, 

In th D made in Kebele 07, Women also explained that they are highly influentia 

ma le-oriented ideo logy in their house as well as in the working environment. The partici 

mentioned that women didn't get equal access to education, job etc. Sexist ideo Ie 

ted in the case of A as some part of the case her husband said 'women didn't Ii; 

honored' and Y (A's husband) told by his father that 'a women and a donkey likes beatin 

nOt 
tit them. they couldn't be loyal to you'. This kind of view that is inculcated in Y 



from childhood helped him to justify his violence acts B '. . y revle" In \ ' hat i ( id u 

can be able to say that males employed violence as controlling f ~ m Ie 

The issue of Abduction can be explained both by resource the r 

social-psychological theories) and Feminist theory (that is included v ilh Ie., 

Resource theory explained that violence issued as a resource t 

1988) Goode (1971) elaborated that violence is the ultimate re ur in v hi h it i \ h n 

other resources are perceived to be in sufficient or to have failed t n., . 

In the case histories of Abduction (case F-pp. 81-82 and ca e , p.8 it i 

men use such violent acts to steal bride (i.e. kidnapping) becau e th la th' lI1an io I 

resources (for weeding and bride wealth) and feel powerle 

use force and violence. 

The issue of patriarchy and sexism comes that men also abduct w man t ut mart a ri al. . hi 

kind of prejudice male ideology comes because of male upremac . In th ' 

are considered as property rather than full-fledged human binge. Men 

land, the harvest, children, hut, women, generally speaking everythin . 

Hirut, (1997: 550) showed the ownership situation of women in Ethi pi a. 

Table 8: Land, Cattle and house ownership at national level 

J11mw1it ' mal' 

th in th' 

ear h mad > 

Land Cattle House 

No Ownership NoJ % No % No % 

37 1.6 49 2.1 42 1.8 
0 Not answered 1507 44.6 895 3M 
1 MenlHusband 1379 58.2 

4.7 347 1~4 
96 4.1 I I I 

2 Women/wives 482 11 72 49·1 
808 34.1 1141 

3 Both men and women 0.5 113 0·1 
49 2.1 II 

4 Other 
100.0 2369 100.0 2369 10M.. 

Total 2369 

Source: (Hirut: 1997,562). 
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Table 8 showed, those who respond about the ownership of land au l r r \\ men I 

4.1 percent, 4.7 and 10.4 respectively This showed that th I " I . e 0 \ n r lip n '11 \" m J1 I \ r i" 

significant when we compare with men. In other word and a it m l1ti n d 'adl I , in 

patriarchy system men control (hold) the important institution of the 

In such a way women become at subordinate position to men. Thi cre Ie a I1dJlI n 

for men to control women in every direction. This reali ty i 

Marxist theory. 

When we return to the discussion of Abduction this subordinate p iti n \J m ' l1 I m n is 

observed. Men forcefully catch women through abduction with ut th ir \ ill iJ1lJ1 s~ . tIll'" m '/1 

can easi ly legalize the abduction to formal marriage with few c t b th· 

thing at their own hand as a result of patriarchy. 

At this point we could be able to see the convergence of the re ut" e th ' and ~> l11ini I th' I . 

In the researcher opinion first the patriarchal ideology is exi ted there in th 

lack of financial resource to give for bride wealth and weeding er 111 n til' 

marriage request is passed over by the patriarchal value and n rm e i I d in th 

one may raise a question that if patriarchy is the one that mold the and I -

cultural ideology in the society, why men denied the previoll I 
re d pr >-r qu' I 

. th c: ms of marriage i.e. abdu ti n. of fonnal marnage and changes to 0 er lor 

. . t' d men tart t I This could be due to the economIC detenora IOn an 
til 

'd Ith nd preparation f \. ddin 
pay what was stated earlier for bn e wea a 

in . m n 

have the supreme power in controlling the economy reli gi 
I ili in tr ill nal \\ J) 

. 1 t d change what" a tat d arli r. 
education they can easily mampu a e an 
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Therefore, Abduction becomes a very best way to c 
er lip th In 11< 

strength. The abductors couldn't be able to say we are p 
r and pic lIr dilu 

this amount of bride wealth and a very small feast. Becall th th nc the 

clearly state earlier that the values and norms of the co 't r r . . mmul1I y II r II rmal m<l rrJ • sh ul h'\\· 

to be implemented in such a way. So, as it was mentioned earli r abdLI ti n i. th nl \\1 t 

pass such bottleneck (lack of finance) and this leads to the U c f i I n 

this we can see that the transference of man from formal marria c t I\ bd J ti n 11 I . . I.,i l 

done as far as patriarchal ideology existed. 

In addition to what has been said up now, abduction al 0 impli itl lip rt ' d I th ' iall 

constructed concept of Hafetu. This concept is used as a mean 

a girl engagement to marriage at early age much as po ible. If a 'irl i po 'd -rtni n ,. limi 

she is likely to be called Hafetu. During the research time it i ~ nd lit b th' r ' 'ar h 'l til' 

women in the P.A. didn't want to be called Hafetu. A it was de rib >cI in F 

p.82) her mother told to F that if her age were passed to 17 he \. lIl d b all d 110 'Ill . Th' a 

connotation towards this name is also away of social pre ure that ta itl 

accept abduction and early marriage as a way of marriage form ati kn \ n hat i 

only the female that will be called Hafetu, ifshe passed certain ag limit n t th mal . 

In the literature part of this paper (P.) 2) Oromia region rank nd at 

the Oromia region, Misrake Shewa is the first one in the oc lIrren f a 

unt Ie el n \\1 hin 

n. 

come to Mermarsa P.A the number, percentage of abdu ti n 
urr n an a 

marriage shown in the following tables. 
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Table 9: Ways of Entering Into Martial Relationsl' (B I lip ot I ex: 0", 200 

. 
How do you start martial relation ship -In P r Response nt 

num r 

Through Abduction ~ -71.2 

Through formal Marriage 34 27. 
-
-Through Seegaba 2 1.6 

-
Total 

125 100 
-

Source: Sample survey done in Mermars by the researcher. 

Table 9 shows that 89 (71.2 percent) individuals marry throLl h a (Ill ti 11 ' thi . h "v:, th (} t th ' 

occurrence of abduction in the Mermarsa is very hi gh. 

Table 10: Age at First Marriage (Wives: Nov, 2003) 

A2e at first Marriage 

Response In number Percent 

At 12 year 9 14.5 

At 13 " 5 8.1 

At 14 " 13 21 

At 15 " 19 30.6 

At 16 " 7 \1 .3 

At 17 " 6 9.7 

At 19 " 3 4.8 

Total 62 100 

Source: Ibid 

As we look in Table 10 the majority of women married bet" een th a 
1 -I . I \\ > d 

. ' I t 46 (74 2 percent r p nd nt marri d 
down wards up to the IS-year, It IS amos . 

f I-f IU and arl 
I . d' ation that the c ncept . 

reach sixteen years. This also c ears III Ie 

h girls will mar 
very much-interrelated one. T at means 

at an arl a 
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specifically stated age limit in the area th h ' roug abdu II n r 

shares a great number. (See table 9), 

When we return to feminist theoretical explanatl'on I t le palriar hal id I I i 01. 

the belief system. For instance, the cacukalaca is u ed in th r 

case. This belief system is male oriented; men are the nly 

reconciling through. In the case of abduction, it i the will 

Kalaca on the abducted girls and her family. The am 

reconciliation process of abduction. It is obvious that co ukola 

the society. 

d 

It 'U)1 fUI) II I) In 

In other words, to paralyze the abducted girl's family refu al ~ r r' 11 iliOl i 11 lh ' 

bel ief system in association with frightful suctions keep the ri ht 

Interest. This clearly shows how much male social pre ur that i 

religious belief system keeps women in confirming to expre rali na"l 11 

power (Elisenstein, 1984; Sheffield, J 987; Glenn, 1987), 
.-J 

Feminist theory can also explain the issue of seegaba- pre enti n r v id \ 11 

marital relation, or chasing out of widow partner. The pint her i thaI \'v men \\ Id \\ I 11 t 

considered as a conscious, human being that can properl adrn ini Ira I 

because of this wrong out look folles immediately react n her. Thi i 

patriarchal society in terms of every thing; residence inheritan 

legitimatised through the tradition of the society, decide n the li ~ 

lead her \\n Ii ' 

, au ' he arc 

\\1 \\ . Th didn' 

consider her human right or the problem she faced tartin fr 111 h r hu and dea h 
he 

seegaba case history pp.94-95). This is also highly miti at d 
a \\ I \\ 

has unequal social value in the society. Since fo lie ha 
th 

the ha e th auth rit t la 
administrative political system in the area 
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There are no women that can be elect d fi 
e as olles, becau e th i 11 Ii lut i n 01/ ' It .. If i 

totally dominated and manipulated by m en, 

Social learning theory explains how the I 
rna e members of the mmunit inl rn IiI th ',> 

violence acts against women, As it was t' d ' men lone In chapter \\ , t th r I 

modeling theory social learning theory assumes that h'ld I ' c I ren earn VI I th II 

parents, (Abraham, 1995) 

Table 11: Presence of children at the time of fighting (both sex, urban and rural ur a: IIV 

2003) 

Are children available at home durin~ the fil!htin~'! -
Response 

In number In 'r 'Jl 

Yes, because we live in one room 156 71.2 
No, because they have their own separate class 36 16.4 
I didn't have a child 27 12.4 

Total 
2J9 JOO 

Source: sample survey done in Mermarsa and kebele 07 of Adam" town b the r cu rcher. 

From the above table (11), we can be able to see that out of 219 re pondent n hundred fi 

(71.2 percent) of them replied that most of the time children are their r in lh in id nl 

violence against their mother. 

In the case of A's, her husband (Y) clearly mentioned that in hi chi ldh d h i 

father beating his mother. Y also asserted that just like hi s father ding, he u 

means of resolving conflict and controlling his wife, 

This theory also applied to abduction, Male children gro\: n up b 
kin 

, "t I I t'on I n other \N rd th ar 
uses abductIOn as a way of startmg man a re a I ' 
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this process. As Abraham (1995) puts't h'ld 
I c I ren can learn I nt h \ i r \\ h n Ih I 

significant others resolving problems by means of viblence. 

In seegaba i.e chasing out a widow partner' thefi II , 0 es are part of Ih 

the Meeca-Tulama Ormo (Knutsson: 1963), one of their fUncti k P n 11 : \\' \\ 

not to let her lover to enter in her own house. 

The age grade system in the Gada ceremony has its own way f iali zin m I un " I ., ' 

Meaning it has its own rite of passage. At the right time and age men nl r t 

they are clearly socialized by the tradition, in what way to act and r a I. hi 

process helped them to know how a widow could be abll ed if he didn't a k th ir prmi ., i n r , 

letting another man to enter in her own house. 

Up to know the researcher tried to see the main theoretical explanati n \' hi 

the topic of discussion. From what is said up to now, the re ear h r b Ii 

theory couldn't be able to explain the whole situation of violence a ain t w 111 'no 1 her , ', 

violence against women should be explained by different theorie in a 

5.2 The Comparison and Contrast of the Violence Again t Women in th e 

two Sites of the Study 

. 'fi b Abdu Ii n e a a \\ hi h re\ h ' 
Throughout this paper the three VIOlent acts, WI e a 1I e, 

Ih . . b 'n thi part it i at! I11pled I 
around marital relationshIp are tried to e seen, now I 

'. . . t men in the two tud ar SItuatIon of these vIOlence acts agams wo 
h 

in the rural as well as urban areas, however abduction and se a a ar 

. I rt Ifyoll look table 2 11 a 
vIOlence acts committed in the rura pa . 

h 

city of Addis Ababa. The researcher contacted the 
TP - ffi 

III 
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formation, one of staff member stated that abdu t' . c Ion IS not appear d at th 
I hut it 

is in the periphery areas of the city Since the c't ' I . I Y I en arg d h ri7 J1\all 

associations are included by the city administration That h bd . . mean t at a Ll ti n 

in those P.As are the one that is included under Addi Ababa. A ar a 

information is concerned the case of Seeaaba has not been seen 'In th cellt r d ' o JI /111 / I \'\ 11 . 

The first point that I would like to mention for point of compari n i th Ii f til 

community in the two study areas, i.e. Kebele 07 of Adama town and M 'rlllor .Y I . pi ' f 

Mermarsa are engaged in agricultural activity, sometimes the pea ant th il 

income by participating as day labourer in the construction of the main high\ < \ hi -h I th'l - I 

through the P.A. In contrast to this wives in the P.A are totally ub rdinated t th ' iJ' hu I 'In ..., in 

terms of resource (Land, money, house etc). As it was observed in tin ' part -thi I i'l " . 

can take the case of Gurage women (see Shack: 1966) women in M rmlt"l did n't p rti ipa ' in 

the informal sector of business activity like pity trade. 

The researcher observed that women in the area visited market pl ace t Ad 1//1 1 r I 0/ ' 11 111(; 

for buying household items. This implies that a little amount of m an 

income is not available for Mermarsa women. It is obvious that there ar 

the selling of local drinks like Areke and Tella. 

In contrast to these women in kebele 07 of Adama engaged in di fferent t p 

S h ki d f employment ga e Dr\! men t 
of them are engaged as day laborer. uc n 0 

. fI ed the researcher that 
Source of finance. Women respondents 111 orrn 

111 ti m 

in 

. Th> maj fit) 

arn th ir " 11 

er all 

k l1e t th ir hu and 
d d they also gave poc let m 

the expenses of the household bu get an 

.' here is that violence again t \ i\ 
The reason that I bring the economIC Issue 

Wives in U I'm r a r d 
has a relationship with control of resources. 

In7 

, th Ir hu oan 

ri \ d qUinn 



resource; this increases the potential for violence. In the tim 

abuses that women face, they 'remain at home because they la k th 

their own life. If there is separation or divorce happened becau e f th 

on wives, they have no permanent source of income, but to depend nth 

migrate to nearby urban centers. Different from this, wives in the tud ar a 

r \\ ha t \ 'I i ll I 

m 1111 II 

small amount of money. Even if their daily income is not enough, it h \ Ith 

their status in the domestic area, i.e. they didn't always expect mone fr m th ir hu 'I h ' 

can full-fill their own needs up to the limit of finance they earn n dail ba h'n m I lwl 

problem existed (separation divorce) they couldn't face the ame Ira d Ii ' th' f ' /,I/I I/'.\(I 

women in terms of financial scarcity. 

It has to be known that this didn't mean women in Mermarsa and K b '/ J 7- a . d 111 · ~ lt 

violence in different way, but they both face the consequence f vi len t:q uall . In th '" . 

there is verbal, physical as well as sexual abuse. 

The second point of comparison is place residence after marna . In th 

husbands bring their wives to their father place, i. e. patrilocal re iden e. 

/'/1101' a 'a 

rin in I 

this patrilocal area become monopolized or dominated by hu band and hi n ' up. 

. Lf a area we could ee that h \ th ir hu 
mentioned in the wife abuse cases 111 lVlermars 

In 

thel'r mother in low, influences wive . Thi t group, particularly 

conducive environment for abusive husbands because there are ver 

wives relatives unless and otherwise the beating is very evere. , 

.' b d that husband and \-vi £ Ii 
Contrary to this in kebele 07 It IS 0 serve 

neutral from husbands or wives' relatives. This is becau e 
m t fth 

c e in \! hi . th t there are lew ca different regions. It is obvIOUS a 
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of the kebele as a group. Like Guraaes in one area r . . I I . 
.::> , I 111 ,/ 111 /(//'(I 1/1 < n Ill ', III 

however, the social controlling mechanism in this kin shl'p ba ed elll . I 
- . m III In lIr ,.111 I 

Adama) is not that much effective. Because the urban dwe ller me 
n 1 

dependant on kin-ship based social or economic organization lhi 
7 

organizations are replaced by other forms of informal organiza ti n like la Ii,., I Illlh 1 

1973) The majority of the population in kebele 07 is Heterogyn u . Th r ar di 

groups (Look table 12). It is also known that those indi genou in II . 

rural areas but contrary to urban areas they are monopolized by h m 

Table 12: Ethnic composition of kebele 07 in Adama Town (Box scxc: 0" 200 

Ethnic affiliation of resJlondents In number Percent 

Amhara 29 24.1 -Oromo 44 36.7 
Gurage 32 26.7 
Selti II 9.2 
Somali I 0.8 
Tigrawe 3 2.5 

Total 120 100 

Source: sample survey done in kebele 07 by the rcse:lrchcr. 

f 'd as a point fI r c mpari n 1 The reason that I bring the place 0 reSI ence that the i len 

. t se and secret due t Ihi t pe f r committed in the rural area become very In en 

. entioned in the limitati n art the wrongful acts of husbands. As It was m 

h menti n d h're It 
bl 'n getting a ca e hi t r t at an beginning, the researcher faced a pro em 1 

. buse but it is the fear that th in nnati n 1\ n is not because of the absence of Wife a 

. b d and bring violence. Thi researcher may reach to theIr hus an 
pr I m i 

d 1 n \ ernm . bers and government an 1 -cooperation of the commuruty mem 

foned to the inti rmanl th t \ 
area. The researcher also repeatedly men I 

. . '11 be mentioned. IS confidential, no names WI 
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In contrast to this, neo-Iocal type of residence h' h . . 
, W IC IS ho. 11 In th 1 t 

something, people in the kebele live in a very conge t d ' . s e sltuatl n I the n 

the paper). When there is a fight between husbands and wive th 

neighbors is very high, when we compare from that tio MI ' r ermarsa. t I 

residence didn't have a change on the violence committed a ain t 

third person in evolvement in stopping the violence of hu band ~ r lh 111 m nt , 

reaches to unrecoverable physical damage on wives. 

The geographical location of the two sites also have their own impa t n til r r1 

incidence happened on women, to the concerned bodies a well a th Ih' 

community and particularly women about their rights. 

There are very few infrastructure facilities in Mermarsa, fi r in tan e th ir i' \1 ad 'a '\1 

stations within the Adama wereda, no telephones (at least public T Ie ' nter \ n ' 1' tri 

health post, the only advantage, the community has is the thi -Djubute hi gh \ a tha 

through the P.A. In order to get the above service facilitie they ha e t i th r t II /01/1 t \\ 11 

or Welenchite. Now the issue here is if an abducted girl ' famil 

police they must come to the center of Adama town?9 

th 

In different from this the women in Adama town get ea acce t ba i in r lru lure a Ihti' . , 
. f thO per victim g t imm dial atl n i n nn he 

as It was mentioned in wife abuse cases 0 IS pa 

. . I b t thO does not mean that \J i 
legal bodies depending on their appea, u IS 

imrnc IJ an 

satisfied solution for their abuse. 

29 . ., . structure is e tabli hed lip 10 the P 
It IS known that the government admmlstratlve d ' According to the inC. rm n 

P.A are not that much cooperative to act on the ab uctolr s. the e of p . -I 
. . (For examp e see 
Immediately react to abort abductIOn cases. 
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What the researcher tried to say is that in M 
ermarsa area, due t th un ail '111't f' I. nC<II-" 

police station the low enforcement is very slow Th' d' . IS IstanGe and I n 

bodies gave the opportunity for the plaintiff to destroy the evidence 

bu ~ i 0 1'1 

This also discourages those few individuals not t b ' h b o nng t ea du t r 

individuals to the court of low. But, wife in kebJ e 07 didn't continual! ( 

r th r lInl< \V ul 

of her husband, if it is beyond the relatives' assembly or from immed iat fri nd 

will have the opportunity to report or get immediate free legal aid ad 

EWLA, or the victim women may take the case to the police or to the curt. 

When we come to the awareness of the community in the two re earch ar ( , tit mm unit il' 

Mermarsa area gets very few accesses to get education towards the bad 

against women. During the research time it was found out that ther are ffi rt t 'du t · th' 

society by means of public gathering or through xiddecha primary h I. But til ' >clu ati 11 i 

given periodically meaning it is not continual. The researcher al 0 b er 

informed him that there are few radios within the community. Even th e \ h ha radi Ii t n 

the main headline stories or news transmitted. Other than thi the didn 't Ii ten ther radi 

programmes (some of the radio programmes that are transmi tted in th :: thi pian radi ar ' 

concerned about women issue) due to the high consumption of dr cel! barit b the radi ."1 he 

problem may be avoided if the P.A gets access to electricity. 

In contrast to this the community in kebele 07 get high access to thi rVI 
I i k rad i . T. t . 

Co 'I't' ay heard the ide effi 
even some one who didn't have these laCI lies m 

. T V through recreational ent r 8 
women from his neighbours radIO or . or 

nhr u h 

news papers and magazines etc. 
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It was found out that the FGD's rf ' pa IClpants in the Mermar a ar a h 

human rights of women from the I I ' ega perspectIve, However, in th a 
A l"n I 

town the FGD participants have mo re awareness about the human ri ht m I, 1 

point of view, This could be explained b th b y e pro lems that have n m nti n d in th al 

paragraph, in addition to that the educational status f th o e re p nd nt in th lIr 111 ' 111 1, 

something, (Look table 13) 

Table 13: Level of education of wives in the two sites of the study (Nov 2003 

Mermarsa K b 1 / 1 0 (/1 dama " IIW II 

Education Status In number Percent In numbcr 
r-

I -r 'lit 
Only reading and writing ability 
(Literate) 

10 16, 1 1 I , 

Primary education 9 14.5 13 
1- -

Secondary education 
I~' -- - 27 49, 1 

Tertiary education (Higher) - - -
Inability to read and write (illiterate) 43 69.4 14 25,5 -

Total 62 100 55 1 0 O~ 

Source: Sample survey done in Mermarsa and Kebele 07 of Adama tOWII b the re 'eul'eher, 

From Table 13 we could be able to see that those women respondent in 1 1'11101' '0 that 1Ildn' 

able to read and write (illiterate) are 43 (69.4 percent), when we compar thi 7 

Adama town the illiteracy rate reduces by more than half 14 (25 .5% . Thi al 

low educational status become a bottleneck for Mermarsa women n t t und er tand a 

issue of women from the news papers, brushers, magazines etc. It i al 

high illiteracy rate of women in the area to abduction, becau e i rI 

fear of abduction or they interrupted their education at early tag 

The concept of Hafetu and Seegaba is seen in different \oVa in th tv 
tu 

Hafetu and Seegaba serve the society as a way of social contr Iling m hani m 
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marital relationship. If girls passed certain age limil Ih ar I il:d I/o ('(u in t 1111 1/ ~ I 

widow also has n~ right to live in marital relation hip \ ilh th r m. n. if , h I ,,' , ' I 

m 'n \\ h 
permission from the Folies, When we come to kebele 07 of Adal/l 

marry above the age 16 or 17 but no one call them Hafetu be au 

\ 
Ih ullur I I all I II in II I ;1" 

way of life is different from the rural area, In rural area there i a rt h m 

belief system, ethnicity etc, but, when we come to urban area I ik k l ,I , 

of mosaic or melting pot of cultures that come from di fferent part il l 11 10 

this, the urban way of life creates its own life style; a per on can ha WI1 ri !hl I 

his own life, the kin group involvement is very 100 e in urban e nt r . 111 tll'r \\ I :-. Kllh hlJ 

controlling mechanism in marital relationship is weak in urban ar a when v \ I11 P;JI ' it \ ilh lh ' 

rural one, For instance as one study conducted in urban area ind i at' Ihal \ 111 'n '111 ' I ' I 

marital relationship between the age of 25 to 40 thi late marria' i ', i ted du I dif 'I ' 11 

socioeconomic factors, (Theodros: 2000, 9) 

Finally, I would like to raise the issue of wives reaction in the tim 

table shows the situation of wives during the abuse by husband in th lw (ud are , 

Table 14: The situation of wives when their husbands beat them ( 0 , 200 

Keb'I' O A damo To\\ II 
Mermarsa 

I Ways of wives action during the beating In number Percent In num er P' r 'n 

by their husbands -
15 26.3 17 

6.3 -Due to lack of strength I remain silent 
28 49. 1 3 

Ij)lead him to leave me alone 
If the beating become severe, I will 

9 I . I 
loudly shout to get the attention of others 
for help [ .8 12 21. 
In sometimes fight back in self defense 5 4! I!Q. 

57 100 
Total 

Source: Ibid 
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In table 14 we can see that wives in both Mermarsa and k b I 

their fight backs, When we see in terms of respondent an \' r, il i 

(12: 25 percent) for Mermarsa and kebele 07 respectivel , But hal \\ 11'\\ 

violence acts mentioned from wives side is in self-defen 
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CHAPTER SIX 

jZonciusive remark 

Violence against women is a very serious problem. It violates the human ri h 

and place. Throughout this thesis it is attempted to show the impact 

relationship of the rural as well as urban women. Before I wind up thi 

\\ rn n in lin . 

in th mUlltal 

brief conclusive remark, on what is done and what is better to be d n I 1\ 

least to minimize the violence acts against women. 

During the research time, it was found out that there are GO and N that \i rk 11 th . PI' I ' 111 '1 

that are associated with violence against women. The Oromia Women A air Bur 'au i 

working in the study area. The staff members of the office informed th r ' or h ' I' that . 

empowerment of women through micro-finance, increasing women enr 11 m ' Ilt t th' liti al 

arena, giving education about the consequences of violence again t \' m 11 r ' til' mai n 

objectives that the office is working on. 

EWLA is also the other NGO, which coined most of its objecti ve 111 

women from legal point of view. The Nazareth EWLA branch gi e 

women victims of violence. In addition to this, they gave edu ati 11 

consequence of domestic violence against women. Men al o ha e th 

counseling oflegal aid advisors, if they come to the organi zation. 

b . th 's nongovernmental 
A good beginning started to e seen In 1 

r al1l 

h . ue b u in di 
education about the problems associated wit women I 

. I munity In thi 

In pr te t i 11 t til ' 

til 

au and 

pp rtunit t 

reachmg the urban as well as rura com . 

. the Ethiopia radi ntitl B r" It t r 1\ I m n 
the people, this NGO has its own program 111 



'be strong'. In reaching the rural areas public th ' . ga enng I the ther m n . hill I \It h 

cause and consequen.ce of violence on women. 

In the researcher opinion the education should not only ba ed n th 
rr \V ul Il " 

women, but there has to be an education that can teach how w m n d 
lJ l " ' , 

the fighting, and how husbands and wives can tackle the problem m Ii ali i 1 hi 

also should not only to be the concern of lawyers, but al it n d th in Iv 111 It 

psychologist, sociologist or Social anthropologist, in order t find a lut i n 

problem in a very comprehensive way or integrated manner. In lin \' illl th i,;, t il11 1 m 'n' 

whatever strategies in to practice it needs further study. Howev r in~ r l11al I 'Inl/utl ( ,, ~. 

e.g. Iddir, Maheber, Yesete baietena30 etc that are existed within Ihe 

driving wheels in bringing the desired changes. This could be d ne ju I b 

of these informal organizations, and convinced them to rai e Ihe i 1I 1111 

discussion during the time of weekly or monthly meeting . 

The teaching system given by EWLA and OWAB needs further m difi ali 11 , \",hi h 111 " /1 • I 

should not only give by the staff members, but also through acti e in I 

women that passed through abusive marital life. In other word thi l11a 

women who hide in some where behind close doors to come 
I. 

. .' I k ow that they are n t th and legal assIstance. These victims a so n 
nl w men lha ar a u d 

. . h b d omen (wive) ma I arn I by their husbands. By domg thiS, tea use w 

'. . I t To implement thi in t realil '. 
III tacklmg the problem of VIO ence ac s. 

" ilh th \\11 I' IlFI11 
most of us it needs hand in hand or joint venture wor , 

. 'de isjust like c1appin 
community. Finding a solutIOn from one Sl 

30 it is women Iddir 
11 6 



In the researcher view, side by side with th I I 
e ega a pect the pr \I nl i \I 

violence against women must be strengthe d F ' . 
ne . or In \ance 111 II iatin Ih 

abduction and Seegaba in Mermarsa area Foil 
----./ es may come to b cr in Irum nt , I. r Ih . 

above-mentioned organizations tried to use this approach. The nl thin th tri n 1<1 I.. lin I 

these problems is by providing periodic education, but it la k 
III thin I Ih III IlmnJl1 

authorized key bodies in the area i e Dolles what tile I ' d ' .. r " re ear lcr tn I 

presence of Abba folle or Folles in the pubic gathering i 

mentioned previously 45-50 Foiles are lead by a leader kn 

' pl . ill i Ih,ll Ih· 

n Ih ult 11 .11 

issues, the community in the area listens what the Abba fo il . ha t ,, )" ltl1 ' I til 11 th' 

government or nongovernmental officials ordered or advi sed . 

It is clear that abduction, Seegaba and associated concepts (e.g. flo 

constructions in the minds of the people. The researcher argued that in all' iatin 

violent behavior the solution has to come from the community. Durin h 'r . 

are Folies, which clearly understands the danger of violence aga in t men. 111' > in nnant 

stressed that, 'the victims of abduction and Seegaba are our iter and 111 

act like that? We must correct and teach the people to change from thi i I ' nt eha i r In 

peaceful manner of establishing marital relationship ' . May be it eem dim ult t han ' the 

ializai n artlll r In values and norms of the community that are inculcated thr ugh 

childhood but those few Foiles courage may gave us a green li ght that th r , 

through to find a solution. 

At this point the role of the social worker, the educator or 

with the community and modify his or her teachings method 

of the community. After finishing this, it is a time to di eu 

with th 

and 

. II If d nlyif wecanbea vIOlence against women to the Fo es. an 0 
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then the probability of seeing change may st rt t b 
a 0 e e n. II \\ \' r. Ih hill 

immediate as it is expected. In the researcher p~ int of vi \ if th /'0/1 ' 
I ' t II 

with their own problems by themselves, then the change will m 

Whether we like it or not, the deconstructions of taboos need the in I mnt 

the community, like Foiles. As it was indicated earlier, fir t the Ai b 1 h III I , ( 

the education intensively then they will easily di eminate Ihe in rmati n b th'lI \\f' 

traditional (cultural) way to the community. This is becau e F /I s ar th Ih · 1I ' 1 

hand in demolishing or constructing such taboos within the c mmunit 

The researcher also remarked that, there are discriminat ry In a li t \ m'r) "'l'" \\ hi h 

needs further clarification in the penal code, e.g. the 1957 ~ thi pian I nol n ' \ I 'JrI 

defined rape; because in the penal code marital rape i n t n id r d a ' a r 'ul 1 '\ . 1\ lilt 

deniable also that there is progress shown from the government id ', in lh' 

previous family low is corrected and ratified by the Ethiopian Federa l D' m 

parliament. 

In the research period, the Adama EWLA staff member informed th r 

regional state council didn't approved the recent ratified famil 

cafe (parliament) Oromia. At this time, may be it has been appr ed. 

ar h r tila 

in 

At the end the researcher underlined that, even if the ri hI 
f \ men had \\ n en 111 he 

constitution it shouldn't be remained as a paper tiger the g , 
ernJll n l in 

t ffort to implement it. people of Ethiopia must have to do a grea e 

118 

lIa ra in" i h II 



Bibliography 

Abane Hemietta, (1997) 'Towards research ill to 
wife battering in III 

methodological issues.' 111 Men Won I ' I 
' len anG \/0 en ckanlll i I· II It 

(ed.), A collection of papers from CODES RI A G d . . 
en r I II II tut , PI> I-_ 

Dakar, Senegal. 

Abraham, M., (1995), 'Ethnicty, Gender and Marl'tal VI·olcllce .· I ut I iel ll \\ 111 II 

Organizations in the US; in-dender and Sociely Vol 9 , , . 4. 

Adams, C. (1993). I just raped my wife! What are you going to do ab li t it , pa I ,? In I u h 

wald , P. Fletcher, & M. Roth (eds.), Transforming a rap ull u PP 7-

Minneapolis, MN: Milkweed Editions. 

Almaz Hai lselassie, (1996). The impact of rape and Abduction a 

social,. Economic and psychological condition of til 

presented on the conference organized by A-BU-Gl- A 

11 I il 

p, P I 

Andargachew Tesfaye (I996), Rape and Abduction ; A hi st ri al I J' P ti v . "' 

published paper), department of sociology and social adl11 ill i trati n, 

Addis Ababa. 

Asmaroll1 Legesse, (1973), Gada: Three Approaches 10 Ihe sludy 01 Africall , 'OCI ' f ' I \ 

York : the free press. 

Bammeke Funll1i , (I997) 'Gender differentials in student 's percepti n and J arti ipati Jl 

in violence: A casestudy of the university of Lago . /11 //I II, 11'01/1 ' II, /I I 

Violence, oyekamni Felicia (ed), A collecti on of papers fr 111 • J 

gender istitue (pp. 51-77), Dakar, Senegal. 

Barshis, Y. (1983). The question of marital rape. Womell's Stlldies !lIterllaf;ollal F nil I, 

393 . 
. . .r wrvil on alld 

Bergen, R.K, (1 996), Wife rape: Understandmg the respome OJ . . 

Thousand Oaks, CA: sage. 

Browne, A. (1987), When battered women kill. New York : Free Pre . . 
f marital ra pe A 111 n 

Campbell, 1.c., & Alford, p. (1989). The dark consequence 0 . 

Nursing, 89, 946-949. 

11 9 



Campbell, 1.c., (1989), women's responses to sexual ab ' " ' . 
use In intImate relatJon hi 

f or 1Yomen international, 10,335-346 
1/ 'n/lh t ' 

Cloward, R.A. and piven, F.F. (I 979), 'Hidden protest tlle chann 1111 ' 

Cox, D. Frank, (1990), Human Intimac)': Marriage, the f all/if) al/d iI ' 11/ ' (/1/1/1 ' \\' .. 
company, New York. 

CSA, (1998), The 199./ Population and Housing Censlis of Elhiopw. Rc, ull ,11 

level , volume I, Addis Ababa . 
\11 1 I • 

Dabbs, l tv1. Jnr., Morris, R., (1990), 'Testoterone, social clas (l ncl !\llti- i;11 h ' Il ilvl \ 11 

in a sample of 4, 462 Men ', PJ)I(:hological scienc I I. I. 

Daniel Haile, ( 1980), Lolf' and the status of lI'omen in /:,'Ihiopi !\fri ( 11 ~I I ;Ii nin ' and 

Research Center for women, Addis Ababa. 

Dicani o Margarete, (1993), Encyclopedia of violence: origills, A lIilllch ', 'Oil\' ' (jll ' /I ' , 

New York. 

Dobash, IR.E and Dobash R.R (1 977)- wife bea ting-still a CO I11Il1 

socia/work to day, 15 : 426-42. 

Economi c commi ssion for Afri ca, (1 993 ), Violence Aga in t W 111 

meeting of the Africa regional coordinating commi t! 

women in development). 

Eisenstein, H., ( 1984), C ol1tellJpol'GlY Feminist Thollgllt, L 

Ell1ebet Hailu, (200 I), The role of the law in the implementati on f a 

. Etl ' . A human right appr a h programmes for women III . lIOp1a, 

low, A.A.U. 
. . dd ' 

EWLA, ( 1998) Violence against women fuel wood camer III I 

, I 111 

I a I 11 

II III a I\' a ti 11 

n 

a pilot study. AA. 
\11 195 , The 0 ,.,,'111 11110 11 (I fhe F d 1'0/ 

Federal Negarit Gazeta, proclamation Number 
I elam Pril1t111 ' n l Tlil c, 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. Bre Ja nella 

Addis Ababa. 

120 

.. 



Ferree, (1990), 'Beyond separate spheres: Feminism d F . 
. an armly Research 

marriage and the family, Vol. 52. 

Finkelhor, D., & ')110, K. (1985). License rape: Sexual I . .r . 
a J/Oe OJ 11'/1 ' J • \~) I II I . 

Rinehart, & Winston. 

Fouth world conference on women, BeiJ'ing China 1995 I ft r; , , , p a') orlll r If (I OII {/Ilc/ (11(' 

BeUil1g dec/aratiol1, united Nations, Department of plIbl i in 11 11. II II , 1_ 

September. 

Frieze, l. (1 983 ). Investigating the causes and consequences of marit ll l r, p . 'J}:I1\ ./clllll 11 (I 

\I 'Vlllell il1 cu//ure Gild society, 8, 532-553. 

Gaul Elise, (1988), Domestic Vilence Against WOll1el1: R 'Porfs Oil I .\O/"(JPfllll/\( 

cOllntties, legislative guide. 

Gebre Yinti so, (1995), The Ari of Southern Ethiopia an explorafOly Sflli l 0 W 0(/II 'fW11 

practices, department of sociology, Anthropolo)y and ia l dlllllll , ll iltlOIl 

Addis Ababa University. 

Gelles, R.T. and Com ell, C. P, (1990), Il1timate violence in Fall/iIi 'S~ ali I Il! a, ~ (I I ' 

Gell es, R.T. an d StTaUSS, M.H. (1979), 'Determinants of vi len e ill th a!11i! ,. T "',II Is 

a Theoretical Integration', in BUIT, W. et 01, (ed .) ollfelllpormy Til 'om' 

Abo1lt the family, ill B. Hess and M. Feree (eds.) A llal)rJ/1~ Cellda II 

Handbook of Social Science Research, London sa 'e. 

Gelles, Rich ard, l, (1987),The Violent Home, (updated edition) L nel n 

Gerhardt, U. ( 1979), 'coping the social action: theoreti ca l rec nSlrll Ii 11 

approach ill sociology of healTh and iI/ness, I : 19 ~ -2 . 

Giddens, A ( 1979), Central problems in Social 7heorv, Bcrkcle ': lIniver i ' 
all 1111 (1 

press . 

Goode,W., 1971, 'Force and violence in the famil y', in JOllmol (j ' 

fallli(V, Vol. 33. 
G d (N eth) town fr 11l it utema Imana (1996), A HistOlY of A ama azer 

1964 u.p.M.A thesis in history, Addis Ababa Uni er it 

r linda I n \1 

121 



Hawani Debella and Aneesa Kassam (1996) 'H ., 
, , awam s story', ill b in and IIlIlIg 

aroma: Historical and Anthronological E " 
r 'nqulrlc . 

Triulzi Alessandro (eds.), Gotab, Stockholm. 

H, iIbennan, E and Munson, K. (1977178) 'Sixth\! battered \\1 II I 11 . 
) In "I CIIII/ O/O \ ', • 1 

60-70. 

Hillina Taddesse, (I 997). 711e Rights (~r WOll1en under Ethiopiall P 'II I 1.011' I \\ '1 I _ 

Sponsored Research. 

Himt Terefe, (1997), 'Gender and Cross Cuitl1lal Dynamic_ in Ethi rl wi h pc r I 1I1 ,11 

Reference to Property rights, and the role and ial tatll . w Jl1 n', /1/ I ,It 

Illlema/jollal COI!/crcllce oj Ethiopia S/lidies, f ukll l Kat u .. il i, K lI I II)10{0 " 1\ ' I , 

Shigeta Masayoshi (eds) Kyoto, Japan pp. 551-56 . 

I-lirut Terefe, (2002), ' violence Against Women from Gender and Ii 

ill Reflections: Documentation of the forulll n nd r. 

Addis Ababa. 

Hoffman, K.L., Demo, D.H. and Edwards, IN ., (1994) ' Ph 'si al wi a 1I In 11 11 -

westem society; An in the grated theoreti ca l appr a h J Ollmol (~ 

alld the Family, Vol. 56, 110 . 1. 

Hoof, L.A, (1990), Battered lI'omen: As survivors , New York: Rutl d' . 

http!!www . ecpat.NetI2. p.m, 2003 . 

International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences (1968), David L. ill d. 

Macmillan Company and the free Press, New York . 

10 /'/'1 (I , . 

I , 1 he 

Jarvick L. F., Klodin \1. , Matsuyama s.s, (1 973), ' j-{uman and the xl ra 

chromosome: Fact or Fantasy? In American h y c/w/o list \ 01. 

Johnson, !., & Sigler, R. (1997). Farced SexlIalln/er cOlfrse ill ill/i li lCl /e r ' /a/IO/I.I //ljJ Br 

VT: Dartmouth! Ashgate. 

field 

L J (198 Ra e in marriage an In 
Kilpatri ck, DG., Best,C.C., Saunders, B.E., & Vernon, .. ' . . 

. . ' H b d 's it for metal health? A liI/ I/O/ () //1 ' 'II' }ork 
dating relatIOnships: . ow a I 

academy af Sciences, 528,335-344. 

Kn A t dl) or lhe Kali l/ In. ti llfll II 1110 11 tl1 ' 
utsson, K-E, (1963), Authority and Change: s u ./ 'j . 

Macha Galla af Ethiopia. G6teborg: Ethnografi ska Mu eel. 

122 



Kottack, c.P, (I994), Anthropology: the explorati ,r I . 
on OJ llIman dl\:erslI) cw 'I rk 

Mcgraw-Hil1. 

Lener Gerda, (1986) The creation of patriarch v oxfo d . . 
-' , r umverslt) pr 

Leonard, K.E. and Blane, I-lT., 1992, 'Alcohol and Marital 1\, r 
cw 'l r 

;1 Ion; I 
Sample of Young Men', JOllrnal of Imcrpersollall iolellc \' I . 

Lewis S. Herbert, (1973), 'Neighbors, Friends, and Kinsmen: principle of 

among the Cushitic-speaking peoples of Ethiopia'. III ,II , 11I .1f 

cOI!fert!lIcc 011 E',lJiopiall Siudies Horold G. Marcus ( d) , Mi II 'fll1 

/l1 1/1t·c! ," 'fc" 

Lips tv!. H ilalY, (1997), Sex & Gender: An introduction, 3rd ed iti II , I d 
r lll ll\ I SII " 

California. 

Lydall Jean, ( 1994) 'Beating arollnd the Bush' in proc 'edill/ s () Iii , '/ ' I ' 'lI,h 

il7lemafioJlal co/?/erence of Ethiopian sllldies. Behrll C\ cI P(lllklrlli If , 

Taddese Beyene (eds .), Volume II: 205-226. 

Machara Mumbi, (1997), 'domestic violence in Kenya: a surv fll \ pap II 'POI l. '. 

111 men, women and violence. oyekanlll Fel icia (ed), a 

from CODESRlA gender institute, (pp.25-50), Dakar, en 'el l. 

Mahoney, P, & Williams, L. (1998). Sexual assault in marri age: preva l I1 C , on qu 11 • and 

treatment of wife rape. In 1. Jasinski and L. Willi am (ed .) Par tller I'IO /ell I! A 

cOlJljJn:liellsil'e Fe view of 20 years of research. Jhousand aks, : sa' . 

Martin .D. (I 976), Balterechrives, san Francisco; Glide PubJi ca ti n . 

Mckenry P., Julian T.V/. and Garazz S.M., (1995), 'Toward a Bi ial ,I dcl 

Domestic Violence', Journal (!(lI1arriage (f ile! the/allll/)" V I. 

Mies, M., (1986), Patriarch)! and Accul1IlIlalion on a \liorld_ ale, L nd n, Z d 

Ltd. 

Monroe, R. , (1970), J~pisodic Behavioural Disorders. A p_ychad '/I /III a/ld 

. . A I" C brl'dge Harvard uni ve r it pre . Nell,.op/~vs/Ologlc na YSIS, am , 

Murphy, Y., MuqJhy, R.F. (1974), women oflhefores!. New York : 

press. 

NCTPE, (2002), Early Marriage and Marriage by Abduction Addi baba. 

123 



r-: CTPE, (1998), Final RelJort' Bas I' S 
' e me urvey on halll1ful Traditional Pra 

Addis Ababa 
In ,thi 

;\CTPE, (2003), Old bC'yolld imaginings: Ethiopia hallllful Tra cli ti nal Pr(l 
b( ( 

i\' c!!a rit Gazcta, Number 158/1957 [lellal Code / 'tl J' f J' 1 ' , (~ Ie ~ 1l1/ )Jre (~ ~ f /l OP/{! , 

Pilllgc!cm , lId . ( 1992) ~\dlllt \'ict" f d '. I 
. IllJS 0 OllJ es tl c \ '10 c n c . .I()/(m(/I (! /111 'l'f h'l \ ()JI t! " Iu /( ' /I .(' 7 ., 

120. 

Quinn l'\aollli. (1977) 'Anthropology studies 0 11 \\'0 111 n 

.·1 II fl7/'1)j7 (I/(),!!,y, G: 181-.225) 

/-

t<1 tu ' III A 1111 1101 /«(' 1'1(' I () 

Randall , i'd, &. 11 (l5k ings, L ( 1995). Sexual vio lence ill \\. ' ,. / . I 
l11en S IV . I {) (' // ('( ' AgCII/llf /l'ol/Je//, I ( I) 

6-3 I . 

Rc kcb Ill cssc lc , ( 1997), Violcnce aga inst wOlllen ane! th r I 

Ethi opian womcn lawyers associati on Ae!d i AUl1 b,l. 

Ru ssel, D. E. I-I ( 1990) N(fpe il/lII(frriage. New York: Mac l11iil nll PI' " 

Sc iJ ec hter, S. ( 1982), Women and Male viol ence, B t n: , lith 11 1 P I' S5 , 

il lg ill . tilut l() ns, 

SC lIl , l A , ( 199 1), ' The Domestic Parad igm; viol ll C N urtUI'RIl '11lc! pll1' lil 

sexes', 11 ' () IIICn 's stlldicd illternational/o l'll/Il, v I. 14, I 

Sh ack A William, ( 1969), A jJeople (iflhe el/sele .1111I1re, xG I'd Ilel n 

Sheffie ld., C. .I. ( 1987), 'Sex ual Terrorism: Th e soci(l l nIl' wOl11 en III c h i ,II ,1I1e1 

Myra Ferree (eds.). Analyzing Gender: A HOlldbook (~(so 'Icd 5;CI ' IIC(!S, LOIlc/OIl, 

sage. 

Smith S. Ch:nl ottc, ( 1986). IJictioliOIY of Allfhrop%'S) '. 1acmill all pr tei , al1Cloll , 

Steinlll etzC'. S1 ., ( 1988), 'Family violence, P(lst. pre ent ane! ful uJ' , II1 . U man I I and 

steinlll etze S.K . (cds.), Hrll7dbook qfA1mnoge ((1/( 1 flie FO/lII~j' . . Ie\\' YOlk. Pl enu l11 

Press. 

Straus, rvl. A. Gell es, R.1. and steinmetz, .I. (1980) . He/lind closed doo/'.': I 'IO /ellce 111 the 

A lll ericajal7li~)', New YOI'\';: Anchor Book . 

Theod roes Wigiorgis, (2000), Delay in marri age: the rea on and it 

Addis Ababa with a particular reference to A b ' llet r a 

Uni versity. 

on equcncc s ud ' d n III 

In 101 C.' 

Tylor, E.B., (1958) . Anthropology: A n infroduction fO (he . flld , 0 1/1 II lid en ,liz 110 11 

London : Macmillan . 



Warrieor, 13. (1978), Working ol1lrife abuse (7 th e,dition) Cambrida ~ a mill n. 

Webster's Sc\'enth Nc\\ Collegiate Dictionary (1963 ). U . . 1\ . 

Whatbey, M. (1993). For better or \\'orsc: The case of Marital rapc. I 'i 1 ' 1/ (' 1 /1/ t / ' / ' ( 1/1/: . 

39. 

Wi nch. P. (1958). The idea of a social sci ence and it · rclnti 

Routledge and Keganfaul. 

125 



REGIONAL STATE OF OROMIVA 
OROMIYA IN ITS REGIONAL 

AND NATIONAL SETTINGS 

Annex on 

ource:- Oromiya Finance & Economic 
De\Jlopment Bureau 



EAST SHEWA ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 

Annex two 

SOUTHERN 
ETHIOPIA 

WEST 
SHEWA 

ZONE 

SOUTHER 
ETHIOPI 

o 
Q:­
~ 

'-

o 
'V 

AMHARA 
NATIONAL 

:JREGIONAL 
STATE 

o 
~ 

0.3 

FAR REGIONAL 
STATE 

o 0 .3 

Source: Oromiya Finance & Economic Development Bw-eau 

LEGEND 

* Zonal Capital 
• District Town 

_ Lakes 
Boundary 
1\/ Regional 

Zonal 
.... : ......... / District 
Road Type 
/:V. Asphalt 
I\! Gravel 

Motorable Track 
/\!Railway 

0 .6 Kilometers 



'" "* :' 

51 

Annex Three 

ADAMA WOREDA 

-" - .. -
_ __ • - Peas an 
_ _ Asph I t 

-:=:--::======= G r a v I! I 
Rai l.,., 
Ri VI! r 
l e 
Wo rid 

\. 1"'/ • - __ ' pm nl ur u. 
------- - --- - - d EconomIc e Source: -Oromya Finance an _ --

" 

E 

~ . 

- - 5 :A L E r .2 5 0,000 
~ - _ 1------ --

" " 

_ c 



A1ll1ex Four 

Map of Adama town 

Key: ® _ Kebeles 

Source: -The Adama town Administrative office. 



Annex Five: - Prevalence of Marriage by Abduction (MBA) b r gi n In ~t hi 

Source: -(NCTPE 1998, 105) 

@ 0 - 5"1. ' 

E22J 6 " 10"1. 

B 11 - 20'Y. 

ITIlIIJ 2 1 - J 0 'Y. 

--- RIQ lon.1 bou nd Hy 

-:-. - Inlt m .l lo n.1 b ound ." 

IN. '" ,,_, 

1( . \ _ 



--..... .. : , .. 

f ' • .. - . 

£:;~ . , 
_ J "j 

'. ~ :.. 

- ~ 

" 
/' . .. . . 

Photo No 1 
Fatuma Abedulahe, a Ninety years old woman and one of the eru' li e t settl rs in lh t \J 11 

also a good informant. 
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Partial vi ew of the Mermar a P.A 

Photo No 4 
The condition of hou es in the Kebele 07 f dama l \l 



Photo No 5 
Members of Foiles in Mermrsa P.A 

Photo No 6 
A woman in Mermar a [etching at r [ I' m th nn 



Photo No 7 
Partial view of Kebele 07. 
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Photo No 9 
Cattle of Mermar a. 
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Photo No 10 
The community of Mermar a in public gath nn 
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Photo No 11 
Some of FGD Parlicipanl in Mermarsa 1'.1\. 

Photo No 12 
Women worki ng in lb dama "\'n. 
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