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DPDO Dant'a Peoples Democratic Organizations.

EPRDF Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front
HNDO Hadiya Nation Democratic Organization.

HPDO Hadiya Peoples Democratic Organization.

KAT Kambatta, Alaba and T'ambaro

PA Peasant Association

SEPDC Southern Ethiopian Peoples Democratic Coalition.

SNNPNS Southern Nation Nationalities and Peoples National State
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Glossary
A.  Ambharic
Awraja Province
Balabat Amharic title given to local notable who is assigned 10
facilitate the indirect rule of government.
c'ik'asum Lower ranking headman
Enset False banana, which is staple food for many people in

Ethiopia, especially in the south.

Equib A from of rotating savings association.

Gabbar Tribute payer

Iddir Self-help association.

Mahibar Religious (Orthodox) association.

Naft'enna: Northern Ethiopian Soldier who settled in the South and

became landlord.

Rist Land owned through hereditary rights.

Sanbate Sabbath association.

T'ek'lay Gizat Region

Woreda District (the lowest government Administrative unit)



B. Kambatssa

Ambarico Lamalla

Ahwacu
Ayanna

Boku

Dant'cu Fasii
Dinna

Dubii

Faasu
Fugicu
Gadda
Gazeanna
Gejja

Jalla
Hansawaa
Hauzula
Hauzulmanco
Heera
llammo
K'aalad

Kokata

Magano

The first settlers in Kambatta who were migrated from
Sidama

Tanner

Spirit, good luck (fortune)

Clan

Horse with good galloping skill.

Enemy

Enset seedlings

Horse

Potter (pottery worker)

Blessing, grace (source of good feelings)

Commander of war, leader of hunting band.

Individuals united to accomplish certain activities.

Friend

Highland (cold climatic zone)

Spirit of the Dant'as traditional religion.

Prophet (religious leader of Dant'a) possessed by a spirit.
The basic territorial organization of Kambatta.

Blood relatives.

Lowland (hot climatic zone)

Overall cultural, economic and political institution of
Kambatta.

God



Massalla Mask'al (Holiday celebrated commemorating the founding of the
[rue cross).

Minni Lineage or house

Minne-manna Household

Olo Neighbourhood

Wassa Prepared enset, ready to be served as food.

Wessie False banana, which is staple food for many people in
Ethiopia.

Woma King

Zararul Mask'el flower
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PREFACE

This is the study of ethnic relations and socio-cultural change among the Dant'a of
southern Ethiopia in relation to the neighbouring communities. It tries to analyse change
among the Dant’a mainly in terms of their kinship, marriage. and administrative and
religious systems as well as a change in their way of life.

The thesis is organized into five chapters. The first chapter is an introductory part,
which describes the geographical location, environment, economic activities and agro-
climatic zones of Dant'a and the neighbouring communities such as the Kambatta and the
Hadiya. It also briefly provides the statement of the problem, the objectives of the study,
the significance of the study, the methods of data collection and limitations of the study.

The second chapter deals with the literature review. In this chapter, the term
ethnicity, ethnic group, ethnic identity, nation and nationality are defined and discussed
from the viewpoints of various scholars and historical over time. It also discusses various
theories and models of ethnicity, ethnic relations and conflicts.

Chapter three deals with the scio-cultural changes that have taken place among the
Dant'a in relation to the neighbouring communities. It also addresses factors that
contributed to a change in their kinship, marriage, administrative and religious systems,
and way of life.

Chapter four discussed the ethnic relations of Dant'a with the neighbouring
communities during the Haile Selasse, the Derg and the EPRDF regimes in the relation to
the national politics and policies imposed on them by the central governments.

Chapter five summarizes the points discussed in the former chapters and provides

concluding remarks.
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Abstract

This thesis describes the ethnic relations and socio-cultural change among the
Danta of southern Ethiopia. The major objectives of the study are to explore the ethnic
relations and soico-cultural change in terms of marriage practice, kinship ties,
administrative and religious systems, political power and economic relations, and
interdependence in relations to the neighboring communities such as Kambatta, Hadiya,
Donga, T'ambaro and others. It also examines to identify the impact of government
policies imposed on them and their role in changing the nature of the ethnic relations with
the neighboring communities during the Haile Sellasse, the Derg and the EPRDF regimes.

The conquest of Dant'as and their neighboring communities by Menelik's troops in
1892 and the establishment of the Naftaniia Gabbar system had resulted in the eviction of
many Hadiyas and their settlement in the territory of Dant'a. In turn, this resulted in
shortage of cultivable land in the territory of Dant'a and led some of their community
members to move to Gibe (Omo) valley where they could subsist on pastoral way of life.
The Dant'as conversion from their previous traditional religion and Orthodox Christianity
to Protestant Christianity is resulted from the activities of missionaries who thought the
Bible in local languages and who constructed schools, clinics, health centers, roads and
other infrastructures in their locality.

Moreover, their long established marriage relationship with the neighboring
Hadiya resulted in shift of many of their younger generation from their ancestoral
language of Kambatssa to Hadiyissa.

The government policies of designing the administrative map of the country and
naming the administrative units of Awraja (province) and 'Woredas' (districts) without
taking a local condition of settlement patterns and population distribution of various ethnic
groups into consideration during Menelik and the Haile Sellasse regimes have been the
main cause for the escalation of conflicts and emergence of competition over the political
power and economic opportunities in subsequent periods of the Derge and the EPRDF
regimes. In this regard, the Haile Sellasse's regime was not able to resolve the conflict
among the Dant'a and the neighboring communities which was associated with an issue of
renaming the Kambatta ‘Awraja’ and T'ambaro ‘Woreda’ into names which could
represent all community groups who live in these administrative divisions. However, the
Derg regime made an effort to resolve the conflict among these communities by naming

the "Kambatta Awraja" into "Kambatta and Hidiya Awraja" in May 1976. Nevertheless,



both the Derg and the EPRDF governments could not able to resolve the conflict
associated with ‘Woreda’ name inhabited by the Dant'as, the two groups of Hadiya (Agar
and Sooro) and others.

Subsequently, the change in national politics of the country and the EPRDF policy
of designing the administrative map of the country along ethnic and/or linguistic lines
further aggravated the conflict between the Dant'as and the neighboring communities, and
resulted in competition over political power and economic opportunities at the zone and
'Woreda' levels. In addition, the social relationships of Dant'a with the neighboring Hadiya
at the local level has been adversely affected and changed as a result of political change.
Moreover, the existing national political climate led the Dant'as to demand for power
sharing at the zone level and recently for their own specific *Woreda’ administration by

claiming distinct identity.



CHAPTER ONE

INTORODUCTION
This chapter deals with the environments, economic activities and agro-climatic zones of
Dant'a and the neighbouring communities such as Kambatta and Hadiya. It also provides the
statement of the problem, the objectives of the study, significance of the study, methods of the
data collection, fieldwork circumstances and limitations of the study.
1. BACKGRAUND INFORMATION OF DANT'A AND THEIR NEIGHBORS
1.1.1 THE DANT'A

The Dant'a or Dubammo have been mentioned in the written documents of Ethiopia
since the 16™ century. Their territory was explicitly delineated by some travellers such as
Borilli (1890:445-448) and recently by Ulrich Braukdmper in 1973. The two names (i.c.,
Dant'a and Dubammo) are often used interchangeably by members of the Dant'a themselves
and the neighbouring communities at large. However, the local community mostly prefer to
use the term Dant'a more than the term Dubammo because it is a more inclusive term for all
clan groups.

According to my informants, the name "Dant'a" is derived from the apical ancestor
named "Woma (King) Damt'e" who settled in the present territory of ~ Dant'aland some
fifteen generations ago. He is believed to be the apical ancestor for twenty-two clan members
living in different areas. Likewise, the name "Dubalnﬁo" is derived from his elder son
"woma Dubammo" who was famous for ruling the area for about fifty years.

Currently, the Dant'a are bounded with the communities of Donga and T'ambaro to the
south. the Kambatta to the east and the Hadiya to the north and west. The majority of the

Dant'a live in highland (Hansawwa) in Sooro 'Woreda' (district) of the Hadiya zone of
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Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples National State (SNNPNS). The rest live in
groups in the borderlands of Kambatta and Hadiya, Kambatta and Woleyeta, Hadiya and
Selt'e without including those scattered into various areas within the entire Region.

Mulugeta (1998:5) mentioned that the total population of Dant'a in Hadiya zone is
estimated to be more than 102,000. Because of the high population growth and average
family size of eight people, the average land holding of per person in Dant'aland has become
0.7 hectare. The population density per square km is assumed to be one of the highest in the
region. They are sedentary farmers practising an intensive farming of enset (false banana),
wheat, barely, oats and other crops for many centuries.

The total area inhibited by the Dant'a in Sooro Woreda is estimated to be 71km” and
its topography is predominantly mountainous and sloppy ranging from 2300 to 2997 metres
above sea level. The average minimum and maximum yearly temperature is 7 % and 26"
centigrade respectively. The rainfall of the area is divided into two seasons. The longer rainy
season is from June to September, whereas the shorter rainy season is from mid February to
April.

Linguistically, the Dant'as share the same language with communities of Kambatta,
Donga, T'ambaro, K'abena and Alaba, and belong to the Highland East Cushatic Cluster,
which comprises communities speaking kindred languages such as Sidama, Gedeo, Burji,
Hadiya and others. However, the Dant'as give their language different names such as
"Kizissa" the same as K'abena and Alaba who developed their own dialects, and call their

languages by their own terms as "Womba" and "Halabissa" respectively.

(3]



1.1.2 THE KAMBATTA

Kambata is located in Southern Ethiopia and occupies an area of about 1200 square
kilometers between the Gibe (Omo) and the Bilate rivers (Braukdmper, 1973:294).

Currently, Kambatta Comprises three main Woredas named Angaca, Kedida Gamella and
Kaca-Biira in which the vast majority of their population belongs to protestant Christianity
(Cohen: 1995). According to the 1994 Population and Housing Census Report of Ethiopia, a
population of Kambatta is about half a million without including other Kambatssa speaking
community groups such as Alaba, Donga, T'ambaro, Dant'a and K'abena. Kambatta is also
known to be one of the most densely populated areas in Ethiopia with an average of 300 to
500 people per square kilometre (Grenstedt, 2000: 48). The scarcity of arable land and
excessive use of natural resources have contributed to reduce agricultural productivity of local
people, and forced a considerable number of Kambattas to resettle and live in resettlement
and agro-industrial areas such as Assossa, Metekel, Gambella, Kaffa, Wolket'e as well as
Wonjji and Methara areas.

According to oral tradition, the term "Kambatta" is originally derived from local
expression in kambatssa language known as "Kambat", which means, "this is the place"- the
"idle site to live" where the first seven households (Ahmbari¢o Lamalla) who migrated from
the current Sidama were settled. However, it is still unknown how and when this expression
was transformed to the term "Kambatta." Yacob (2000: 2) argues that the suffix "a" might
have been added to form the noun Kambatta because most singular names in Kambatssa
language end with an "a" like Boora, Bulla, Lagga, Manna, Hobicakk'a Garanba, Doyogana,

Fulassa, or with an "0" like, Ambarico, Digibamo, Dato and so on.

(8]



The original settlers of early seven households who became the apical ancestors of the
current seven clans known as Bazo, Ebejena, Efegena, Fuga, Hessesse, Hiniera and T'azo
were believed to have lived around the Ambori¢o mountain in the heartland of Kambatta.
The descendants of these seven clans locally known as "Ambari¢o Lamella" formed a council
led by a king who involves all clan members known as "Kokata" to protect themselves from
the attack of outsiders (Yacob, 2000:2).

Latter on, the descendants of Fuga clan were ostracized and settled in a far distance
from the rest six clan members because of cating the meat of dead animals.  Gradually, the
Fugas adopted the work of pottery, tannery and ironwork, while the rest adopted hoe
cultivation and livestock raising. Since then, an individual from Fuga clan is often called by
the terms like "Tumancu” (iron worker) or "Ahaw¢u" (tanner) or "Fugicu" (potter) according
to his specialization.  Accordingly, the Kambattas have been sedentary farmers since carly
time, and their economy is mainly based on enset t‘urminé. and supplemented by varieties of
cereals, legumes, root crops, coffee and livestock which is carried out on small scale.

Braukdmper (1973:1947-96) and Grenstedt (200:40-420) argue and the local people
confirmed that the ancestors of: the seven clan members of Ambarico Lamalla were the first
settlers in the current area of Kambatta and Hadiya, and followed by Dant'a, Donga, T'ambaro
and Alaba community groups who settled in the region between 1550 and 1570.

However. there are about one hundred thirty clans in Kambatta who were originally
immigrant settlers at different times, and who constitute the integral system of the current
Kambatta community. Many of these clans migrated from the neighbouring communities
such as the Sidama, K'abena and Arsi, Guji, Borena and Kaffa Oromos as well as Selti,
Woleyeta, Alaba, Dawro, Janjero, Endeganne, Gedeo and Gamo in different periods.

According to my informants and confirmed by Yacob (2000:2-4), Kambatta receives



immigrants from Bale, Hararghe, Bonga, Gadab, Raya, Agaw, Enariya, Gondar, Gayint,
Bulga, Menz, Tigray, Jirru, Angot, Yifat, Gafat, Bete Amhra, Gojjam and others. From these
different clans some of them still kept their place of origin as reference of their clan names
such as Gafat, Agaw, Dawaro, Endeganne, Selt'e, Angot, Damot and many others.
1.1.3 THE HADIYA

Hadiyas trace their origin to immigranls of Muslim Arabs from Arabian Peninsula
who were mixed with indigenous ethnic groups like the Somali during their stay in eastern
part of Ethiopia (Braukdmper, 1999:16). According to Braukdmper (1973:34), the original
home of Hadiya ancestors is said to have been some where in Asia near a large body of water.
“Hadiya (a "man who carries all"), the ancestor after whom the people derive their names,
was the first to leave the Arabian peninsula crossing the Red sea in an attempt to search for a
new home in the Habasha land." Subsequently, at the beginning of the 13™ century, they
occupy the western part of Harar plateau, and became one of the strong political entities in
Eastern Africa until the 16" century. Then, they moved to the region of Gadab in the West of
Bale Mountains, which was the major territorial centre of Hadiya in the 14" century and
combined in federation with the capital of Zayla on the Somalia coast (Braukdamper, 1999:16-
17y

According to the 1994 population census, the population of Hadiya is about 1.5
million. (Braukdmper (1999:15). Linguistically, they belong to the same Highland East
Cushatic Group as Dant'a, Kambatta, Sidama, Gedeo, Burji and others. The written
documents of their history dates back to Ethiopian and Arabic Chronicles of the 13" century.

They engaged in war at different times with the Christian Empire of Ethiopia during

the reign of Amda S'eyon (1314-1344), Dawit (1382-1413), Yishak (1414-1429) and Zara



Yacob (1434-1468). As a result, they were characterized as hereditary enemies of Christian
Empire for many centuries (Braukdmper, 1999:16-17).

Beginning from the 15" century, certain groups of Hadiyas advanced to occupy the
Rift Valley area around Lake Ziway and started to occupy the northern part of their present
territory in the 16" century (Grenstedt, 2000:45).  The local informants confirm that the
Hadiyas in this category were the descendants of seven brothers named Badaggo, Hank'alla,
Hayibba, Hojje, Sole¢¢o, Wayabbo and Dodda who is presently known by the clans named
Haballo and Bargagea of his descendants. The Hadiyas in this category call themselves and
are referred to by the neighbouring communities by a collective term know as "Agar Hadiya'
which means ecarly settlers of the Hadiyas.

After the movement of the Oromo in thel6" century, most of the territory of Hadiyas
was shattered, and many were assimilated into Oromo and other ethnic groups. Since the Mid
of the 16" century, another group of Hadiya who were the descendants of Boyammo left their
territory of Gadeb in Bale because of the pressure from the Oromo and started to live in Rift
Valley area. Gradually, this group of Hadiya were also advanced to west and started to settle
in the present Hadiya territory from 1780 to 1815 (Grenstedt, 2000: 45). As a result of time
difference in occupying the current territory and difference in tracing their genealogy,
Hadiyas are broadly divided into two categories named "Agar Hadiyas" and "Boyamme
Hadiya" (Sooro) under which many clan groups are found.

According to Braukdmper (1999:15), Grenstedt (2000:45), and as confirmed by local
people, Hadiyas are agro-pastoralists who adopted farming very recently from the
neighbouring communities such as Kambatta, Dant'a, Donga, T'ambaro, Endeganne and

Masmas who have be known by their enset cultivation. Therefore, the term community 1S

6



used to refer to each community speaking the same language and others with different
languages in this study.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

There are differences among scholars in describing and analysing ethnic groups either
in terms of cultural marks or in terms of interactional approach. Those who consider cultural
marks to describe ethnic groups. usually emphasize the importance of culturally distinctive
aspects (contents) such as myth of origin, ritual, religion, language. customs, laws, tradition,
or genealogical descent in distinguishing groups and peoples from one another. Others
strongly suggest the relevance of conceptualising and focusing on ethnic boundary rather than
studying the cultural content of every community independently.

The Dant'as are community in which the change in their socio-cultural aspects such as
religion, language, kinship, marriage and occupation is not yet studied in relation to the
neighbouring communities since they have been incorporated into the central government of
Fthiopia in 1892, Moreover, the role and impact of national politics in changing their
relations with the neighbouring communities is not adequately addressed by many scholars.

This study will, therefore document the change that has been taking place among the
Dant'a since their incorporation into the central government of Ethiopia. It will also explores
their relations and interactions with the neighbouring communities in terms of social,
political, and economic aspects in relation to changes through time. In general, the study has

the following general and specific objectives.



1.3

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

A. General Objectives

l.

(3]

To explore the ethnic relations and the socio-cultural changes among the Dant'a in
terms of marriage practices, kinship ties, religious and administrative systems,
political power and economic relations and interdependence in relation to the
neighbouring communities such as Kambatta, Hadiya, T'ambaro, Donga and others.

To document the role and impact of government policies in changing the nature of

ethnic relations of Dant'a with the neighbouring communities.

B. Specific Objectives

I

(3]

To explore the causes for changes in Dant'a religion, occupation, marriage practices,
self-perception and perceived by others in relation to the neighbouring communities.
To find out the major driving force affecting the ethnic relations of Dant'a  with the
neighbouring communities during the Haile Sellasse, the Derg and the EPRDF
regimes.

To explore the socio-cultural practices that have been maintained among the Dant'a
after many years of their interaction with the neighbouring communities and the extent

of change these practices have undergone through time.

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The findings of this study will increase our understanding of inter-ethnic relations,

which is not yet addressed adequately by many anthropological writings in Ethiopia. Besides,

the findings will indicate the underpinning factors that have caused change of socio-cultural

aspects in Dant'a and would serve as a mirror to see the change that have been taking place

among the other ethnic groups in the region and within the entire nation. Moreover, the



findings will assist in .\'iclding some information for research beginners in undergraduate and
graduate level, as well as for policy makers to design their administrative policy in line with
the interest and benefit of the communities under this study. Finally, the findings will assist
the local communities at large by indicating the p()silivc and negative relationships among the
Dant'a and its neighbours in the last few decades and the impact of the administrative polices
of the central governments since 1890s.

1.5 METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION

This study was carried out through the use of both secondary source and fieldwork. In
the former part, information from relevant literature was sought to construct a theoretical
framework for the study. In addition, letters of appeal written by members of the Dant'a and
Agar Hadiya, and reports, minutes and letters of order and response written by the SNNPNS
council and other concerned governmental organizations were collected from the archives of
the Hadiya zone and regional council as an additional secondary sources. In collecting these
secondary materials, special attention was given to letters written by the Regional Council
and reports of the studying team because they could substantiate the information gathered
from informants through interviews, and to identify the main cause of conflicts and their
effects on subsequent social, political and economic interactions and interdependence of the
Dant'as and the neighbouring communities.

In the second part, a fieldwork was conducted in three phases. During the first phase,
of the fieldwork from August 10,2000 to August 27, 2000 a field site was surveyed after the
permission letter had been obtained from the regional council and councils of Kambatta and
Hadiya zones. Then, effort was made to familiarize himself with different community

members in the field site and identify key informants. During the second and third phases of



field work, from October 5, 2000 to November 6, 2000, and from November 16, 2000 to
December 8,2000 the researcher stayed mostly in two villages named Dant'a and Arara where
he could find informants from Dant'a and Hadiya.

The researcher stayed fifteen days in villages in the borderland between Kambatta
and Hadiya, and consulted informants from Dant'a, Kambatta and Hadiya. During the three
phases of the fieldwork, data were collected through the techniques of semi-structured
interviews, direct observation and informal inquiry. Moreover, attempts have also been made
to collect reliable information on conflict issues, which were initially induced by policies of
the Ethiopian governments, including Haile Sellasse, the Derg and the EPRDF. From the
research methods, semi-structured interview was the major technique employed to collect
information during the fieldwork. Informants of different age and sex from various
communities such as traditional and religious leaders, local elders, civil servants, politicians,
women and youth as well as ordinary people were intensively interviewed to obtain
information on matters of ethnic origin, settlement pattern, kinship and marriage ties, causes
of conflicts, the perception they have and how they are perceived by others as well as changes
that have been taking place in inter-ethnic relations and interactions of social, economic and
political aspects.

Direct observation was employed to collect data in connection with ritual ceremony,
market places, meetings of Peasant Associations (PAs) ceremonies of church recreational
centres and political demonstrations.

Informal inquiry was mainly used in discussing sensitive issues related to ethnic

perception and government policies in different periods.



1.6 FIELDWORK CIRCUMSTANCES

During the first trip to the research site, some people saw the presence of a researcher
in rural villages as if a ruling party assigned him with a mission of observing the attitude of
local people towards the policy and governance of the EPRDF. However, by presenting the
official letter obtained from Addis Ababa University to informants and making the letter to be
read publicly in meetings as well as discussing the objective of the research with informants,
a trusting relationships and inter-subjective understanding was established before the
beginning of the second and third phases of the fieldwork.

Apart from this, the researcher also encountered certain problems due to his identity as
a member of the society. For instance, some informants tended to be brief and selective in
answering the interviews assuming that he knows the details of everything. Even there were
some people who thought that the reseérche’r has the power to bring their political problems
into an end. In addition, getting permission to receive certain reports and minutes from the
archive of the zone council became possible only after the researcher made three round travels
to Hossana town where the office of the zone council is found. One of the other challenges
faced during the first week after the researcher arrival was getting independent shelter for
staying until he was able to choose his particular research village. However, after a few days,
Ato Lombammo Shomore allowed one of his small shelters to be used independently by the
researcher until the end of his fieldwork.

In spite of all these difficulties, the research was carried out successfully. This is
because of the researcher's knowledge of the people and the culture of both Kambatssa and

Hadiyissa speaking communities. Moreover, his fluency in both Kambatsata and Hadiyissa
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languages has contributed a lot to his familiarity with many of the informants in a short period

of time, and to collect relevant information sooner than an outsider could have done.
1.7 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

As this study is mainly focuse_d on socio-cultural aspects of the Dant'a that have
undergone change and their ethnic relations with the neighbouring communities, many of
their cultural aspects were not studied in detail and not included in this study. This study,
because of time limitations covers the Dant'as only in their ancestorial tertitory in Sooro
"Woreda' and in the borderlands of Kambatta and Hadiya. Besides, even though most of the
minutes in the Appendix of this paper are translated into English, they are not translated word

for word due to their big volume.
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CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITRATURE

2.1 Conceptualising and Defining Ethnicity and Ethnic Group

This chapter defines the term ethnicity, ethnic group, ethnic identity, nation and
nationality from viewpoints of various scholars and historical overtime. It also discusses
various ethnic theories including primordialism and instrumentalism as well as certain inter-
ethnic conflict and inter-elite competition models.

Terms like ethnicity, ethnic group, race; nation and nationality are very complex,
clusive and controversial (Rex and Guibernau, 1997: 27-33; Poula, in Markakis and Salih,
1998:32). They are also voluminous, contradictory and not precise (Spickard, 1989:12).
Moreover, their meaning seem to be ambiguous and vague (Erikson, 1993:1).

The term "Ethnicity" was derived from a Greek word Ethnos (which in turn is derived
from its adjective Ethnikos) and used by Greeks in a variety of ways such as a band of
friends, a multitude of worriers, a swarm of bees, birds, flies and the like. The adjective
cthnikos, which was originally, began to refer to heathen or pagan was very nearly
synonymous with barbars, with all its moral, social and linguistic content. The barbarians are
those who spoke unintelligible languages, and wanted for civilization by Greeks, who are
beyond the bounds of meaning, order and decency. In its later uses, in New Testament Greek,
the term "ethnos" comes to be used to mean "non Christian" and "non- Jewish" in an attempt
to render the Hebrew Goyim. The immediate successor to terms related to ethnos since the
early Byzantine Empire up to the medieval period was "gentiles" or a grouping of religious

"otherness" (Chapman, 1993: 15-20).



However, the term "ethnos" which has no equivalent noun term in English has existed
in modern English as an adjective "ethnic" to be used as an unusual intellectual synonym for
"gentile" denoting "pagan" or "non -Christian" from the fourteenth century until the mid-
nineteenth century. Gradually, the suffix has been added to give the term "ethnicity", and in
the same way a variety of derived and compound terms, which are now in common academic
use, have come to exist. This includes terms like ethnography, ethnocentric, ethnic group
and the like (Ibid). Moreover, many definitions and theories have been advanced in relation to
the term "Ethnicity" in the last few decades to construct concepts and to find out its concrete
manifestations, but it is still difficult to be conceptualised in a short and definite terms (Ibid:
20- 23). For Cohen (1974:9) this difficulty is due to the nature of the term itself, which
involves a variety of forms, scope, intensity and having psychic, historical, social, economic
and political variables. Ahmed (1990) took this notion for granted and underlines the
impossibility of having a clear definition at a higher level of generality to be analytically
useful and applicable in various situations.

Similarly, the term * ethnic group” has also various definitions, as that of “ethnicity”
and many scholars tend to use these two concepts interchangeably. Smith defined an ethnic
group as a population having a belief in a common ancestry, with attachment to a specific
territory, with shared historical memories of myth or legends pass from generation to
generation, with a shared culture based on a combination of language, religion, laws, customs,
institutions, dress, music, crafts, or architecture and even food (Smith, in Brown, 1975: 28).
Allen defined an ethnic group in a bit different way, as any racial, religious, language,
national origin or regional category or sub-culturally distinct persons regardless of the group’s
size (minority or majority), power (subordinate or dominant), or generational status

(immigrant or native born/indigenous) (Allen, cited in Habtamu, 1998: 21).
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On the other hand, one of the problems of the term "Ethnicity" is linguistic or
terminological. According to Glazer and Moynihan (1975:1), ethnicity is a new term, and it 1S
still on the move. Du Toit's (1978:1-4) brief discussion on various usages of the word
"Ethnic" and its derivative forms, demonstrate quite how far it has moved. Since the
establishment of the French, British and American Ethnological Societies in the middle of
nineteenth century, he traces five meanings which have been assigned to the term "ethnic" or
"ethnic group " equating it with: race; specific major races; a socio-cultural group; a sub-
group living among other in a foreign country; and finally a group of people who "contrast
themselves or contrasted by others, primarily on the basis of sharing certain cultural criteria
such as language, beliefs and values, religion or history" who may or may not share
"geographical contiguity" and "racial characteristics" (Du Toit, quoted in Saara, 1994:1).

"Ethnicity" which according to Du Tout "does not appear in the standard dictionaries
before the 1960s has soaked up all of these ambiguities in gaining recognition as a neutral
referent to those characteristics and qualities that mark an ethnic group, irrespective of
whether the group is defined basically on socio-cultural or on phenotypic grounds." As a
result., the effort of scholars since then to capture its meaning in a short and precise definition
have not yielded any great success, and no one is nearer to a standard definition than in the
1960s.

Subsequently, there have been different senses in which ethnicity or ethnic groups has
been conceptualised and defined. For some, ethnicity is considered as an identity seeking-
instrument by the peoples of multi-racial and multicultural societies, or conceptualised as a
device through which people seek a profound psychological unity based on common origin by

sharing common blood either actual or fictitious. For others, an ethnic group is viewed as a



relatively small one, or a self-defined group based on subjective factors which are chosen by
members from their past history or present existing conditions (Oommen, 1997: 36-37).

For many others like Kellas (1991:4) ethnic groups are usually perceived as based on
a common ancestry; more pervasive in human history, and essentially exclusive or ascriptive
meaning, that membership in such groups is confined to those who share certain inborn
attributes as opposed to nations which are specific to time and place as well as more inclusive,
and culturally or politically defined.

2.2. Theoretical Debates

There are essentially two major schools of thought on the meaning and nature of
ethnicity known as the "primordialist" and the situationalist or "instrumentalist”. The basic
idea of primordialists has emanated from the importance of primordial ties and their emphasis
to an awareness of common identity, which is based on language, religion, race, territory and
others. Moreover, these primordial ties have been used to divide the human species as
naturally determined features like sex and geography. — They also claim that ethnic
communities are the natural units of history and integral element of the human experience
(Shiles, in Smith, 1986:12). For premordial.ists, ethnicity is an immutable set of emotionally
charged biological, cultural, linguistic, and religious givens that are the primary sources of
identity.

Consequently, Smith (1986:12-13) argues that "primordialism" makes two distinct
claims. Firstly, ethnicity and ethnic attachment is natural and innate which would never
change over time. Secondly, it is ancient and perennial. Primordialists have also been divided
into the advocators of the "socio-biology school" who consider ethnicity as naturally
primordial ties, and the "sociological séllool" who regard ethnicity as culturally and

historically primordial ties.
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The socio-biological school asserts that ethnicity is the extension of kinship, and the
normal vehicle for the pursuit of collective goals in the struggle for survival. Whereas, the
sociological school regards language, religion, race, territory and others as the basic
organizing principles and bonds of human association, throughout history (Ibid). In addition,
the socio- biological version of the same argument considers ethnicity as "primordial
sentiment in a sense that leads one to search for a natural, genetically based origin for ethnic
group sentiments." While the cultural and historical version of the same viewpoint "implies a
theoretical basis for ethnic sentiments that is located in the dialectical interplay between
deeply rooted historical ties based on assumed kinship, custom, language and race” (Geertz
and Vanden, as quoted in Thompson, 1989:54).

Currently, due to the widely accepted dynamic nature of ethnicity and ethnic identity
by many scholars, full-blown primordialism is not common, but what remains is a strong
consensus that there is something innate, irreducible, something racially or biologically
ascribed, within the concept of ethnicity.

For situationalists (instrumentalists), ethnicity is subjective and unstable depending on
the situation (cultural exposure, perceived status, political strategy, policies as well as
perceived advantages and objectives). It is also selectively retained, transformed,
reconstructed or disappeared (Mason, 1995; Cohen quoted in Banks, 1996:33). Moreover,
ethnicity is not a historical given at all, but a highly adaptive and malleable phenomenon. In
response to changing conditions the boundaries of an ethnic group can expand or contract,
individuals move in and out, and even share membership in more than one community. For
them, ethnicity is almost totally flexible set of identities that varies from situation to situation
depending on rational calculations of advantage and stimulated by political mobilization

under the leadership of actors, whose primary identities and motives are non ethnic (Esman,



1994:9-15). Similarly, the boundaries of ethnicity are permeable and osmotic to some extent
where the flow of individuals from one ethnic group to another is possible and the interaction
across one’s own ethnic members is common (Jenkins, 1997: 53). For most extreme
instrumentalists "ethnicity" is nothing more than a myth "Constructed”, and manipulated
cynically or opportunistically in pursuit of advantages mostly material, by individual
promoters and activists" (Ibid: 241). It is also valuable only when it benefits individuals with
more security, prestige, or material returns than available alternatives (Ibid: 242- 243).

The main theoretical departure has taken place as a result of Fredrick Barth's
breakthrough in developing a boundary metaphor, which diverted the attention of scholars
from the focus of internal constitution and history of separate groups to ethnic boundaries and
boundary maintenance. For him, the old bio-cultural or territorial isolate frame of reference
could not account for the persistence of viable ethnic collectivities, despite, continuing contact
across ethnic boundaries (1969: 4). According to Barth, in order to explain ethnic group
persistence in the face of the loss of territorial distinctiveness through cultural contact, and
loss of physical distinctiveness through changes in ethnic strain, we must shift our attention
from the morphological characteristics of the internal cultures of ethnic groups to the
dynamics of inter-ethnic relations and of ethnic boundary maintenance.

In this regard, Barth does noi imply that the cultural differences are irrelevant. The
point he consistently emphasized is that we can not assume a simple, one-to-one
correspondence between ethnic collectivities and cultural marks such as religion, language,
decorations, songs, names, style of beard and the like singled out by in group members as
paramount symbols of ethnicity (Ibid: 1-20).

Barth further stresses that the cultures, which boundaries enclose, may change since

all groups are dynamic, but the continuation of boundaries themselves is more longstanding.
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He also perceives ethnic identity as a feature of social organization, rather than a nebulous
expression of culture and calls for focusing on the boundary and the process of recruitment.
His great attention to these processes of boundary maintenance showed that ethnic groups and
their features are produced under particular interactional, political and economic
circumstances, and they are highly situational, not primordial (Ibid).

Similarly, ethnicity is started to be seen by many of the recent scholars as a dynamic,
not a fixed, and immutable element of social, economic, and political relationships. Building
up on this notion, social scientists have increasingly come to conceptualise ethnicity as a
symbolic system, which can be manipulated situationally (instrumentally) by members. For
those who take this point into consideration, it is easy to see that ethnic groups never exist in
isolation. They always arise in interactions, in relation to other groups. Whatever primordial
qualities exist, they are irrelevant unless someone else is present with whom they can be
distinguished. In other words, there must be a "significant other" since ethnic groups are
always relational. There is always a "we" and "us" in relation to a "you" and "them".
Furthermore, a relationship between “us™ and “them” is usually in a continuous change rather
than being a stagnant (Poula, 1998:33). Likewise, ethnic identity must be looked in terms of
both a subjective and objective phenomenon, “one that is shaped through the constantly
reoccurring subjective questions ego as to “who am I"" and within the collective as to “who are
We” and inevitable corollary, the objective question of the significant others as to who is he,
she or they?” (Young in Toland, 1993:7). In this way, recently many scholars like Poula
(1998) perceive ethnicity and ethnic identity as “socially constructed” depending on the
“situation and context”. By taking the situational nature of ethnicity and ethnic identity,
young (1986) argues that those who attempt to develop a rigorous set of criteria for these

concepts build their arguments upon sand.



2.3 Inter- Ethnic Conflict Model

The study of inter- ethnic relations have recently attracted many scholars from various
disciplines such as anthropology. history, political science and other researchers in
development studies. The relations among different ethnic groups can be either peaceful or
non- peaceful. Such non-peaceful relationships are often considered as ethnic conflicts, and
they can be further divided into violent and non-violent.

According to some scholars like Ake (2000:96), ethnic groups do not necessarily
embroiled in conflict just because they are different. However, they get into conflict when
they have been in specific historical situations, which aggravates their differences, and
because of how the differences are understood, interpreted and represented in particular
circumstances.

On the other hand, many assumptions are proposed to explain the origins/couses of
conflict among different ethnic groups. The first theoretical assumption underlines that ethnic
conflict can emerge because of the lack of integrity and deeper relationships among the
different ethnic groups living side by side within the same political entity. From this point of
view, the ethnic groups in such situations are notoriously unstable and turbulent because the
extensive contact, mutual influence and common social will among these groups is very law
(Brown, 1997:83; Young, 1986:445). In this connection, Kuper (1997:222) further argues that
such ethnic groups may have an interaction in only market centres because each ethnic group
is confined in its own cultural features like religion, custom, language and others. Under such
conditions, there may be possibilities of conflicts in sharing and competing for resources.

The second assumption tries to explain the inter-ethnic conflicts in terms of innate

(biological) view. According to this view, some ethnic groups are "aggressive”, while others
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are not. In fact, this difference could be a fertile ground for the emergence of inter- ethnic
conflicts: however, this view does not fully explain why some ethnic groups are aggressive
and others are not in the first place (Bascom and Herskovist, in Young, 1986:447).

The third theoretical assumption of psychological view suggests that inter-ethnic
conflict can be emerged from the frustration caused by the imbalance in living conditions. In
other words, conflict would emerge when people feel that they are deprived from the
opportunities, which have been expected to be used by members of their ethnic group
(Bertsch, in Brass, 1991: 42).

According to Fukui (1994:33 - 38) and Knutsson (1962:92), the root cause for this
kind of inter-ethnic conflicts is the desire among the ethnic groups to have access to natural
resources, to control market centres and trade routes to overcome the economic, territorial and
strategic imbalances which were resulted from the pressure one against the other. For them,
and many others like Markakis (1993:13), this kind of conflicts are common among the
pastoralists and semi- pastoralists over the shrinking resource base such as grazing lands and
water sources around springs, ponds and wells.

The fourth assumption stresses that the basic cause for inter- ethnic conflicts is uneven
regional economic development. In other words, if members of a given ethnic groups are
aware of their economic development which is lower than their neighbours, they would be
discontented, frustrated and started to involve in political movements which will reverse the

situation (Young, 1986: 444).
2.4 Inter-Elite and Inter-Ethnic Competition Models.

According to inter-elite competition theory, ethnic conflict is the result of competition

for state power because the state controlled the production and distribution of resources at



national and local levels. In addition, this theory divides the societies into two on the basis of
the patterns of conflict known as pre- industrial and modernizing societies. In pre-industrial
societies conflicts are evident among sub- groups of an ethnic group, and between an ethnic
group and external forces, including other ethnic groups and the state. Whereas, the conflicts
in modernizing societies are the result of the competition among the elites of different groups
to control the allocation of the state power and resources.
The emergence of conflicts in modernizing societies is also highly related to the
creation of new elites by modernization process through urbanization, industrialization,
education, infrastructural facilities, employment opportunities emerged by government and
other organizations. Moreover, these new elites are the main actors in development of ethnic
consciousness among the ethnic groups (Brass, 1991:26-28). Brass further claborates the
situation as follows:
The ethnic conflict arises because of two processes often precipitated
by state action. One is almost invariably uneven spread of education,
industrialization, and employment opportunities across regions,
communities, castes, and classes. The second is the creation of new
elite groups out of processes of social change, particularly educated
elites in search of government employment and professional groups in
private practice operating in relative freedom from old forms of social
control and creating new types of community networks through their
own professional activities. The spread of non religious education,
including exposure to Marxist, nationalist, and other contemporary
political ideologies also promote tendencies toward secular elites,
oriented toward achieving political power in institutions and arenas
created by modern state (1985:38).

According to Brass (1985), Kasfir (1976) and Osaghae (1991), the theoretical argument of the

inter- ethnic competition comprises the following assumptions:

¢ The cultural values and practices of the ethnic groups are the political resources for the

elites to gain political power and economic advantage in competition as well as to create a



political identity of an ethnic group through symbols that can be shifted and adjusted
according to the circumstances.
¢ During the process of transforming cultural values and practices into political symbols,
the competition of elites with each other to control the territory and power may lead to
the break down of the ethnic group's solidarity.
¢ During the reign of some states, elites with no popular base may represent their groups in
state authorities, especially when the states wish to recognize them for their own purpose.
¢ Skilful elites who lack 'objective' basis of mobilization will often create images or
perceptions of their own by magnifying minor cases of discrimination or specific
instances of regional inequality.
¢ Elites involved in competition interpret and reinterpret the symbols of their group for
political mobilization by using factors like the existence of historical or contemporary
grievances and hostilities as well as regional economic inequalities in relation to other
groups or to the state.
¢ Elites mostly get support from their group because of marked inequalities, which exists
between the groups in terms of development opportunities and access to social services.
This makes the competition easier, and paves the way to recruit and involve the wider
mass in the competition process.
On the contrary, the inter-ethnic relations and competitions were analysed by Fredrick
Barth in 1969. In his inter-ethnic relations and competition model, economy and ecology have
been taken as the central variables to analyse inter-ethnic relations by giving high emphasis to

how the resources are distributed among ethnic groups. However, he pays little attention to

o
Lo



the influence and impact of the state in controlling the resource allocation and affecting the
relationship of groups.

The other model was developed by Jiobu (1990: 180-186), and he examines various
theories of inter- ethnic relations in terms of competition around scarce resources.  According
to him, there is always a competition around the distribution of resources, and the scarcity
which is always inevitable would further result differences in economic, social, cultural,
political and psychological inequalities among the ethnic groups. Moreover, he explains how
the competition for scarce resources gradually leads to ethnicity; ethnicity again leads to
inequality, and inequality leads to dil:l'crcnl socio-economic status. However, he underlines as
if the majority groups would always gain at the expense of the minority, and his framework
does not explain how the past relationship between competing groups would affect the current
relationships. Moreover, there are many cases in which the minority groups have controlled
political power and enjoy the lion's share of available resources.

Apart from this, recent scholars of different background like Markakis, Doornbos,
Salih, O'Brien and many others in their discussion on ethnicity and ethnic groups relations
and conflicts reject the inclusive theoretical debate on the nature of ethnicity and much-used
distinction between primordialists and instrumentalists. Instead, they focus on the
relationships of the ethnic groups in relation to the state since colonialism in which African
peoples were obliged to react and adapt to radically changed circumstances up to the current
change in state nature (Salih and Markakis: 1998).

For Doornbos, ethnicity, inter-ethnic relations and conflicts throughout Africa make
sense, and can only be studied contextually in relation to the state in which different groups
have been competing for power. He further argues that ethnicity which is elusive and having a

feature of chameleon is re-emerging with new colours and different guise. It also provokes



new questions and debates as its true nature and proper conceptualisation. Therefore, ethnicity
has been in the making following the drastically changing political conditions within and
around African states. As a result of declining centralized states and the pressures of going
into multi-party system of adopting new forms of decentralization in various countries,
questions are being raised with increasing frequency as to how ethnicity will evolve and
manifest itself within these changing parameters. Accordingly, ethnicity is the most potent
force to be mobilized and the most common way of organizing people to compete for power
and scarce resource in the state structures particularly at the local level (Doornbos, in Salih
and Markakis: 1998: 17-18).

As a matter of fact, ethnicity can never be eradicated because it constitutes the
psychological boundaries that are necessary to structure cultural interaction, and its
boundaries are maintained according to the historically generated symbols that give meaning
to cach group (De Vos and Barth cited in Toland, 1993:4). “Historically, the state has been a
system of ordering that has depended on the symbols of its dominant culture to represent what
is desirable, good, and true against the backdrop of subordinate cultures whose symbols have
often came to stand for the very opposite of what has been deemed acceptable” (Ibid).

Accordingly, the ethnic relations and the socio-cultural changes that have been taking
place among the Dant'a are treated in terms of various theoretical perspectives. However, the
model developed by Fredrick Barth and the contemporary approach that look inter-ethnic
relations and conflicts in relation to competition over the state power by political elites, and
how the ethnic groups are mobilized in such process have great relevance for this study, and

directly fit to the existing condition of Dant'a and its neighbouring communities.
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CHAPTER THREE

ASPECTS OF CULTURE AND CHANGE AMONG THE DANT’A

This chapter deals with the ethnography and the socio-cultural changes that have been
taking place among the Dant'a in relation to the neighbouring communities. It also addresses
what factors have contributed to a change in their kinship, marriage, way of life, and
administrative and religious systems since the last century.
3.1 Origin, Kinship and Marriage

The social structure of the Dant'a is based on a patrilineal descent in which descent is
reckoned through a male line. They have also maintained the culture of tracing their
genealogy up to the founder of their community group known as Damt'e, and his father
named "AK'e" (AK'ama). According to the Dant'a tradition, AK'ama married a wife and
became a father of nine sons, namely, Damt'e, Danga, Lauka, BoSa, WeseSa, Masmas,
Endenna, Goere (Goereak'amo) and Omosogora. The name Dant'a is derived from the elder
son "Damt'e" who later became a Woma (king) and ruled the arca for some years. In his turn,
Woma Damt'e got married and became a father of two sons known as "Woma Dubammo (the
elder) and Kincicilla (the younger)" who together became the ancestors of twenty-two clan
groups with a common belief of claiming descent from the same apical ancestor.  These are:
Wosanosso, Dubbo, Gojenna, Katamosso, Bonosso, Taleosso, KinCiCilla, Yangaro,
Gorenosso, Fajae, Wobazo, Tawulosso, Wongello, GolonjeCo, Lalebbo, Damosso, Gujiyya,
Dabonna, Hatafura, Dolla, Gaburosso and Zuwra. As a result, the Dant'as perceive only those
whose agnatic line is traced to a common ancestor as a true member of their community. In

other words. in the Dant'as view mainly those who are born of the Dant'a fathers can only be

assumed as Dant'a genetically.
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On the other hand, there is an agreement among most of the informants regarding the
origin of Woma Damt'e, and the genealogy traced beyond AK'ama except for a few
informants. According to a myth told by a few informants, Woma Damt'e migrated from
Gondar to the South together with his relative named Hamalmal of Oyeta clan because of
frequent war in the northern part of Ethiopia. In his way to the South, he stayed in Raya of
Tigray and later in Wolk'ete until he moved to the current territory known as Dant'aland
(Dubammoland), which is believed to b‘c their homeland by all descendants of Woma Damt'e
including those who live in different areas.

However, most of my informants from Dant'a completely reject the myth of claiming
Gondar as the origin of Woma Damt'e and his relative. According to these informants, the
origin of Woma Damt'e was Sidama, and hc. migrated together with his eight brothers named
Donga, Lauka, Boga, Goere, WeseSa OmoSogora, Masmas and Endenna who descended from

the same father named "AK'e." According to their further explanation, Woma Damt'e moved
from the highland of the current Sidama, which was predominantly occupied by Yemerera
and K'abena clans to Wolk'ete area together with his eight brothers, and his relatives who
have been the ancestors of the current K'abenas. After staying for a few years with ancestors
of the K'abenas in the village of "Boesse", Woma Damt'e and his brothers moved Southwest,
and temporarily settled in a place called "Dunna" which is presently inhabited by a
"Wosanosso" clan of Dant'a in the borderland of Hadiya and Selt'i. From there, they moved
Southwest and Settled in the current territory independently in close proximity with each
other during the Ahmad Graf's expansion except Bosa who settled far away from all others.
On the contrary, some of the informants argue that the arrival of Woma Damt'e could

. . v . . tl
be even prior to the time of Ahmed Gran. which was in the late 15 ' century. However, none

of these informants were able to give precise information for the exact time of his arrival. In
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this connection, most of these informants add that the tracing of origin to Gondar started
among the Dant'a after the Orthodox Christianity was introduced by priests of Abyssinia, and
the conquest of Dant'a and their neighbors in 1892. Morcover, this claim is still common
among the followers of Orthodox Christianity who have a close contact with Orthodox
priests, and people of northern origin as opposed to other religious groups of Dant'a. Some
educated informants of Dant'a argue that Mulugeta's (1998) position of taking a few
informants tracing the origin of Damt'e to Godar in his writings, and over-looking the other
widely accepted claim of Damt’e's origin from Sidama might be due to the influence of these
informants who have close association with priests, or his limitations in not being familiar
with the local languages either Kambatssa or Hadiyissa.

As these informants further argue, these people who claim of Dam'te's origin to
Gondar have also influenced many scholars to take an ambiguous position in elaborating the
origin of Dant'as and Oyetas of Kambatta in their writings. However, Braukdmper was at least
able to underline that both the Dant'as and Oyetas of Kambatta have no cultural mark of
evidence, which could substantiate their claim to Gondar. Finally, he was also able to
conclude that the desire to enlarge their prestige and to legitimatize their power might be the
major reasons which led the early kings of Dant'a and Oyeta of Kambatta to attach themselves
with the noble group of Gondar (1973: 35-36; 1983: 295-296).

What is interesting is also that no informant had an explanation of how Woma Damt'e
of Dant'a and Woma Hamalmal of Kambatta could not be able to transmit the language of
their mother tongue to their descendants if they had been migrated from Gondar, and they
were speaking any of the Semitic languages as far as they became kings as soon as they had
settled in the current Dant'aland and Kambatta territory. Moreover, their descendants had

never been conquered and ruled under the administration of the neighbouring communities
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until Menelik's conquest in the 1890s. Even the ascription of those who claim of Damt'e's
origin from Gondar, and the ascription of certain community groups who have descended
from Damt'e's brothers like Donga, Lauka and others who claim as they have a genealogical
linkage at a remote ancestral level of "AK'e" do not coincide with each other. Instead, the
informants from these community groups unanimously underline that the origin of Damt'e
and his brothers must have been the current Sidamaland. In addition, there is no single
indicator in the phonology, morphology, syntax and vocabulary of the Dant'as and Oyetas
ancestral language known as "Kambatssa" which has been adopted from Semitic languages.
Furthermore, there is no similarity between the kinship terms of Dant'a and the Kinship terms
of various communities who speak Semitic languages in this country. Even most of the names
of every clan group of Dant'a and their kinsmen after their fifth generations have no similarity
with names of Amaharic language, but they are rather similar with the names of the present

Sidamas and to some extent with the names of the neighbouring Kaffa Oromos.
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As the Dantas believe to have a genealogical linkage with only certain community
groups like Donga and others who might have been descended from the same ancestral stock
in one way or another, they do not perceive all Kambatssa speaking communities in the same
way as those who claim to be from the same origin. Nevertheless, the Dant's often perceive
Kambatssa as an ancestral language of their own which was previously shared by people of
carly settlers who migrated from Sidama, such as the descendants of Ak'e, T'ambaro, Alaba,
K'abena and early seven clans (Ahmbari€o Lamalla) of Kambatta, and gradually adopted by
many other clan groups who settled in the area of kambatssa speakers in a later period. In
addition, the Dant'as never identify themselves with Hadiya because of adopting Hadiyissa
language but they claim as they have similar culture, language, and common beliefs and
values as well as common sense of feeling with Kambatta. However, none of them perceives
the other as “Dinna” (enemy). After ethnicity has been highly politicised by the EPRDF, the
Dant'as started to emphasize their difference even from the neighbouring Kambatssa speaking
communities using certain cultural features like their territory, which is known to be "Dant'e
badw Zubamu or Dant'e-Ulla/ Dubame (Dant'aland or Dubammoland) mainly by the
neighbouring Kambatssa and Hadiyissa speakers. They also presently emphasise their
independent Kingdom maintained for more than sixteen generations since the Damt'e's
settlement in the area as an additional feature, which differentiates them from the other

Kambatssa speaking communities.



Description of Kings and prophetic/Religious Leaders or Hauzulmanc¢o/ K'aribia of

Dant'a Since Damte's Settlement in the Current Dant'aland (Dubammoland).

Names of Kings (Womata) Propretic /Religious Leaders (Hauzulmanco or
1. Woma Damt'e K'ariba) of Dant'a
2. Woma Dubammo
3. Woma Zamboca
4. Woma Mafie
5. Woma Keleto
6. Woma C'iindo

- HauzulmanCo/ K'ariba ZambocCa
. HauzulmancCo/ K'ariba Aetamo
. Hauzulmanco/ K'aiba Bonosso

W N -

4. HauzulmancCo/ K'ariba Tofik'o
7. Woma Sibato 5. Hauzulmanco/ K'ariba Sadik'o
8. Woma Sisgaye 6. HauzulmanCo/ K'ariba Wozeero
9. Woma Bidik'o 7. HauzulmanCo/ K'ariba Dik'asso
10. Woma Silt'ano 8. HauzulmancCo/ K'ariba Dayasso
11. Woma Jiigisso 9. Hauzulmanc€o/ K'ariba Gonisso
12. WomaYanosse 10 HauzulmancCo/ K'ariba Songaye
13. Woma Fantizo 1 1.Hauzulmanco/ K'ariba Kebede Jefaro

14. Woma Gemero
15. Woma Malsabbo
16. Woma Dilabba
17. Woma Wariyo
18. Woma Doisso
19. Woma Fajie

20. Woma Uyea

21. Woma Dik'asso
22. Woma Dojammo
23. Woma Gaeribo
24. Woma Hanfuc'o
25. Woma Kassa

26. Woma Getachew

e The number of kings who led the Dant'as is greater than the number of religious leaders (HauzulmanCos) hccau;sc
worshipping a Hauzula spirit have started lately during ZamboCa who became a Woma and served as a HauzulmanCo
simultancously. Moreover, the kings were highly exposed to Sudden death resulted from frequent war before the 1890s
as compared to the religious leaders.

]
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Moreover, they even started to claim having different senses of identity in terms of their
traditional administrative system which is led by a Woma, and having nine hierarchical levels
as opposed to the traditional institutions of others like Kambatta known as "Kokata" and
"Heera" which are territorially structured. As my informants argue and as Yacob (2000:2)
claborates, the administrative institutions of the Dant'a and Kambatta vary in many aspects, but
their similarity is only by the existence of a Woma in both institutions who is the highest
decision maker in social and political affairs. Accordingly, the assertion of a distinctive Dant'a
identity is mainly grounded on their separate genealogical descent, traditional governing
system, a tradition of political independence and to some extent, on their territory.

However, the Dantas traditional religion of worshipping a Hauzuala spirit and
Orthodox Christianity are not the boundary marks for Dant'as, which differentiate them from
the neighbouring Kambatssa or Hadiyissa speaking communities in the existing conditions as
Mulugeta tries to explain in his MA theses on literature in 1998. Nevertheless, their traditional
religion is still used by all religious groups of the Dant'a as one way of explaining their past
collective recognition by the neighbouring communities and the carly days of their heroic
triumph. Moreover, the Dant'as still have great respection to their traditional religion of
worshiping a Hauzula spirit even though many of them have converted to Protestant
Christianity.

Truly speaking, these boundary marks, which differentiate the Dant'as from the neighbouring
kambatssa speaking communities, have started to be emphasized, and used to serve as a
political resource for the mobilization of the Dant'a community only very recently, after
ethnicity has been highly politicized since 1991. However, the Kambattas still perceive the
Dant'as as their own ethnic members who have developed certain differentiating cultural marks

the same as some of the other Kambatssa speaking communities like Donga, T'ambaro, Alaba,
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and K'abena as a result of being administered by their own independent political system for
many centuries, and being exposed to different external factors of historical processes. In fact,
the Dant'as are mainly perceived by others as horsemen with good galloping skill and tradition
of horse breeding by the neighbouring Kambatssa and Hadiyissa speaking communities. As a
result, a horse from Dant'a is highly demanded in the arcas of Kambatssa and Hadiyissa
speakers and the name "Dant'a" is often used to refer to a horse with best quality known as
"Dant'iCu FiSu and DanteCe Fara3o" in Kambatssa and Hadiyissa languages respectively.

On the other hand, the structure of the Dan'as descent groups range in depth and size
from nuclear family to lineage (Mini), clan (Boku) and ethnic level. Though clans are
subdivided into lineages, the lineages are not further subdivided into major, minor and minimal
segments in any terminological sense recognized by the Dant'a. The only term indicating
segmentation into less inclusive segments than a clan is a lineage. Clans contain varying
numbers of these lineages ranging in depth from five to seven generations. For the Dant’a the
term “Ilammo” (relative) includes all clan groups descended from the same apical ancestor, but
matters that concern the members of each clan like the case of inheritance among the members
of a clan are handled at a clan level. If one of the individual or all clan members are not
satisfied with the decision of the clan council, they can take the case to a Woma.

Villages were also identified by a clan groups and they were mainly collections of
related households. Currently, not all who live in the same village belong to members of the
same clan or are descendants of the Dant'a, but also members of other ethnic groups like
Hadiya who settled in their territory after the 1890s as a result of long established marriage
relationships with them. Because of their belief in common origin, all members of each clan of
the Dant'a identify themselves as brothers and sisters of the other clan members of the Dant'a.

Accordingly, the Dant'as had never intermarried with their own members even on clan level up



to the last one decade, but they often intermarry with the neighbouring communities of Hadiya,
Kambatta, Donga, T'amboro, Endeganne, Masmas and others. Nevertheless, because of their
high contact and geographical proximity to Hadiya, they intermarried mostly with the
neighbouring Hadiya, and the marriage ratio may account for two-thirds of the existing
marriages among the Dant'a. As many of my informants argue, this high intermarriage ratio
and the influence of mothers from Hadiya have been the main cause for the shift of many
young age groups of the Dant'a from Kambatssa language to Haidiyissa language.

However, Kambatssa is still maintained in some villages of Dant'aland, which are
found in close proximity to the village of a Hauzulmaco (religious leader) and a Woma (king)
in which all forms of rituals have been performed by only Kambatssa language such as Dant'a,
ZambawiCo, Ganetta, Gaganna, Masarra, Wontanna and Bidik'a. The informants further argue
that a HauzulmanCo never speaks in other languages except Kambatssa when he transmits his
message to those who consult him individually or in group, as well as when he makes a speech
in ritual ceremonies that have been performed in his village. In addition, Kambatssa is believed
by a HauzulmanCo as a language selected by a Hauzula spirit for communication purposes, and
the only language of releasing power from this spirit.

Moreover, all persons who led the Dant'as successively for more than fourteen to
sixteen generations either in a religious aspect as a Hauzulmanco, or in a political aspect as a
Woma have indirectly contributed for the maintenance of Kambatssa language by establishing
marriage with women only from Kambatssa speaking communities as opposed to the ordinary
people who are allowed to intermarry with any language groups. As a result, most of the
inhabitants who live in villages near a compound of a HauzulmanCo and a Woma are
predominantly bilingual who can speak both Kambatssa and Hadiyissa languages fluently. In

addition, some people over the age of forty and most of the young age groups who are born of



mothers from Kambatssa speaking communities are bilingual who can speak both languages
equally.

Since the EPRDF came to power in 1991, the constituent groups of people in Ethiopia
have been defined by the government according to their languages. Because of this, the Dant'as
started to worry about their children who have been adopting the Hadiyissa language instead of
their own Kambatssa. Gradually, their awareness towards their identity is also raised, and they
started to think how they could maintain their Kambatssa language. Then, as a strategy they
started to encourage their young age groups to intermarry mainly with those whose mother
tongue is Kambatssa. In addition, they officially allowed their ethnic members to intermarry
with each other on a clan basis. As a result, members of one clan group of the Danta are
presently free to intermarry with members of the other clan group of the Dant'a as opposed to
their previous tradition. Nevetheless, many of the Dant'as are presently inclined to perform
marriage with the neighbouring Kambatta, Donga, T'ambaro and others in which Kambatssa is
a mother tongue for most of their younger generations.

On the other hand, many changes have been taking place among the Dant'a in terms of
marriage. For instance, Protestant Christians are presently intermarrying with only members of
their faith because their leaders forbade marriage with members of Orthodox Christians and the
followers of a Traditional Religion who seem to be permitted to consume alcohol and who
worship the “evil spirit” respectively. Many informants say that marriage was also performed
among the Dant'a after the age of twenty in the past. but presently it is common for a girl to be
considered ready to marry at fifteen or sixteen by adopting a tradition of the neighbouring
Hadiya. In addition, unmarried girls were not allowed to go to markets and funeral ceremonies
whether the place is in a walking distance or far away. Moreover, there was no unsupervised

contact between both sexs in adolescence except when they present "Zararut”" (a flower) to



their neighbors during "Masalla" (the finding of the true cross holiday). and when they collect
firewood. Currently, there are many occasions to meet officially for both sexes such as market
places, schools, youth meetings, funeral and mourning ceremonies, spiritual conferences and
Sunday program of Churches in their neighborhood or in distant places.

On the other hand, marriage was also arranged in the past through mutual agreement of
the families of the Danta and the neighbouring communities because there was no
intermarriage within the members of the Dant'a. Particularly parents among the Dant'a were
responsible for finding their son a good wife who is well behaved, beautiful and from a
respected family. Accordingly, the parents of a boy were responsible to choose a girl for their
son. and to send elders to the girl's house. Engagement also took place when a girl's parents
were agreed to give their daughter to a boy. If they refused to answer or to give their daughter,
a boy had to go anywhere he could find a girl to touch her back and swear "l hold you in the
name of Hauzula." Then, the parents of a girl were expected to consult a boy's parents within
two weeks time. If they refused to respond again, the parents of a boy directly consult a
Hauzulman&o. Thereafter, a HauzulmanCo sent a messenger (o the parents of a girl and tell
them his decision whether they had to give their daughter, or to agree with any possible means
with the parents of a boy. Otherwise, the expected outcome on a girl would be series sickness
or sudden death. As a result, no one had confidence to refuse the decision of a HauzulmanCo
until very recently. Because of that, the Dant'as were the most privileged ones from the
neighbouring communities in terms of marriage when a HauzulmanCo was famous and
powerful. Moreover, the girls of the Danta were not abducted by anyone because of a
Hauzulman€o who supports marriages performed by mutual agreement of both families and

who can make series of punishments on offenders.



Currently, marriage is started to be performed in different ways among the Dant'a.
Their girls are abducted unusually by the neighbouring communities particularly by Hadiyas.
In this connection, one of my informants with an age of ninety-five who adheres to the
traditional religion says that "we are now looked down upon by many people because our
prophet, HauzulmanCo lost his power and reputation after many Dant'as have become the
followers of other faiths which can not contribute anything to our dignity and recognition.” On
the other hand, marriage is presently started to be performed by the agreement between both
sexes. Accordingly, a boy has a right to choose a girl for himself, but his decision must be
supported by his parents bccauéc a bride price is still paid by his parents. The amount of a bride
price has also grown from Birr two in the 1890s up to two thousand depending on the income
of the boy and his family. However, a tradition of giving one heifer and one bull by the parents
of the girl to the new spouse is still maintained without any change.
3.2. Traditional Administrative System of the Dant'a and Change

The Dant'as have their own traditional administrative system, which involves nine
hierarchically differentiated positions with specific duties and responsibilities. However, the
overall system operates as a s'i'ngle entity on the basis of their political unity and tradition of
collective decisions. This traditional administrative system has been one of the deeply rooted
cultural aspects of the Dant’a, which differentiate them from the neighbouring communities
including the Kambatssa speaking communities. However, it has been one of the areas, which
had been remotely treated and its changes had been over-looked by many scholars who wrote
on their culture and other affairs.

Candidates to be assigned in these hierarchical levels of their traditional administrative

system can be elected only from those whose agnatic descent are from the Dant'a, and whose

age are not less than thirty years. This is because the Dantas believe that individuals can



assume their responsibilities effectively only if their ages are not below thirty years. Whereas,
power succession for all these hierarchical positions is not hereditary, passing from father to
son, but rather through nomination and election on the basis of one's ability to administer.

In their administrative hierarchy a Woma is the highest decision maker followed by one
or more individuals ranked at each level such as Busaa, Erisid, Magiba, Gazei-Anni [Gazeina,
Gat'ana or Gidena], Macond, Dind, Korfira and Womi Beta (Wombeto) (Mulugeta, 1998: 8).
The Woma of the Dant'a is also the over-all political leader of the community and responsible
{o administer in time of peace and war. However, his role never diminishes during wartime as
Mulugeta (1998:63-64) postulates, rather the contact of both a Woma and a Hauzulmanco
increases more than the peaceful days. In fact, the role of a HauzulmancCo is very important
among the Dant'a during wartime but he never takes -over the administrative responsibilities
assumed by a Woma, and never acts like a Woma at any moment. Whereas, a Woma is
approved by a wider community in a general assembly whiéh involves all clan members.

Bugasa is a man who assists a Woma as spokesman, and transmits the messages and
orders from a Woma to all hierarchical levels below him as well as who delegates a Woma in
his absence. As opposed to a Woma who is often nominated by a HauzulmanCo and presented
{0 a community for approval, Busasa and other individuals are elected by a general assembly
involving all community members, and approved by a HauzulmanCo before they are assigned
to different hierarchical levels. However, in most cases, a'BuSaSa will have a great chance of
becoming a Woma if he possesses good leadership quality, and if this is accepted by a
Hauzulmanco. In general, the right of a HauzulmanCo to nominate someone who is going to
be a Woma avoids the possibility of conflict to be emerged among those who compete for the

position of a Woma, and contributed a lot to peaceful co-existence of the Dant’as traditional

administrative system.

39



Eriisii is a man who serves as a treasurer and storekeeper in the administrative system
of the Dant'a. The Dant'as are also expected to give one-tenth of their produce at least once a
year either in cash or in kind which is used by a Hauzulman¢o and a Woma for administrative
purposes. Erdsd is also responsible to list and take care of the items received as gift or tribute
by HauzulmancCo, or a Woma either by the Dant'as or by other community members who came
to worship a Hauzula spirit or to consult a Woma. In this regard, there is a house built in the
compound of a HauzulmanCo to store every item received from any one. Moreover, Eridsi is
the one who divides the share of a Woma and a Hauzulmanco.

Magiibi: is a man who is elected by each clan member to represent them in any
occasion. As a result, the number of Magabas and clans is equal among the Dant'a. There are
about twenty-two Magabas who are mainly responsible to transmit the messages passed from a
Woma through Erisi, and take back the information from each clan member to a Woma. So
they are perceived as information bridges between a Woma and the wider community.

Giizeiini: is title given to war leaders among the Dant'a. Those who have a desire to be
called by the title Gézednd must be golod in hunting and at least have record of killing either a
lion, a leopard or an elephant. A Gizeidnd is also responsible for recruiting and training a
traditional army of the Dant'a from young men of all clans who are between 20 and 50 years of
age. Before starting the training to be entitled with a title of Gizednd, one has to be
circumecised and officially passes to manhood. Approximately. after one month from the
circumeision period of K'ak'umie (the Ethiopian’ 13™ month) all who were circumcised in the
same season known as "Missoes" are invited by Gézidnnd for physical competition of local
sport known as "Gammiga". Then, the best ones are selected and they start to hunt together to

prove their fitness by killing wild animals. Without this rite of passage of being circumcised
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and involved in Gammi3a, no one would be allowed to participate in meetings, and be accepted
for any public responsibility. |

Maconii: is a man who is elected to delegate a Miigiiba in his absence, and to assist him in the
meetings carried out at a clan level.

Diini: is a title given to a man who is elected to lead a village. Among the Dant'a, each village
has its own Dina.

Korofira: is a title given to a man who is assigned temporarily to act as a king after the former
King dies and until the perspective Woma is nominated by a HauzulmanCo. However,
sometimes a Hauzulman¢o nominates the individual who is going to be a Woma in advance,
and encourages him to start sharing the experience of administration from a Woma in power.
Womi-Beto (Wombeto): which means the "son of King" is a name given to anyone who is
descended from the apical ancestor known as Woma "Damt'e". Therefore, members of the
Dant'a and the neighbouring community prefer to use the term "Wombeto" to refer to any one
descended from Woma Damt'a instead of calling the actual name of the individual (Mulugeta,

1998: 8-9).
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The Hierarchy of the Dant'as (Dubammos) Traditional Administrative System.

Worla (King)

Busasa ““==~Hauzulmanco (Religious Leader)
l'iriiLii
Mal;’ciba

Gazenna (Gaze-Anna)

Maconi

Dénnd
Members of Dant'a Community known by the term Wombeto.

- The straight lines indicate power relations and one is subordinate to the other.

- The broken lines indicate the relationship is mainly based on consultation and
consensus.

- In most céscs Erdsd lives near a IIéuxulnmnéo’s homestead and he has a close
association with him because most gifts are given to a Hauzulmanco and he is
responsible to take care of them.

Currently, the structure of the Dant'as administrative system spread throughout the
community as before, and its functions are more pervasive and more binding than some of their
cultural aspects like religion. Nevertheless, it does not mean that the traditional administrative
system of the Dant'a functioning with no modiﬁcétions and changes as before. For instance, the
Dant'as have still a Woma who is respected and the highest decision maker within the
community. His role in disputes settlement over the land between the Dant'as and the
neighbouring ethnic groups is still important. However, some cases like homicide, which were
exclusively handled by a Woma and the representatives of other ethnic groups are treated

presently by government functionaries like 'Woreda' court and 'Woreda' administration.



Moreover, the Magibids who were largely involved in the issue of land division of their clan
members are presently performing other duties. On the contrary, the case of land division has
been undertaken predominantly by the administrators of Peasant Associations (PAs) since
1975.

In addition, there are no people who have a title of "Gizindnd" (war leader) because
there has been no war on ethnic lines between the Dant'a and the neighbouring communities
for more than a century. The Dant'as young men presently involve in hunting on rare occasions
because only a few games are found as a result of the original forest vegetation of Dant'aland
consisting of Zigibba (Juniperus Procera) andb other trees are almost completely cleared.
Moreover, involving in the competition of Gammisa is not a mandatory rite of passage as the
previous days.

3.3. Menelik’s Conquest and Change in the Dant'as Mode of Life

The people of Dant'a and others like Kambatta, Donga, T'ambaro and K’abena share
the same language called "Kambatssa", and a sedentary way of life based on hoe cultivation.
On the contrary, all these communities had their own independent states with history of
different traditions led by their own kings before the 1890s as opposed to Hadiya and the
Kambatssa speaking Alaba who were predominantly pastoralsits. However, after the Christian
Kingdom of Shoa started to implement its expansionist policy through conquest from the
centre to all directions of the country, many of the socio- political aspects of the Dant’a and the
neighbouring communities have been changed dramatically.

As Paulos (1998:20) states, Menelik started his expansion towards north (i.e. to Wollo
in 1876 and to Gojjam in 1887) when he was a ruler of the southern most Amhara province,
and later to South. Southeast and Southwest after he became the emperor of Ethiopia in 1889.

The Dant'a and their neighbouring communities were conquered by Menelik’s troops named
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"Naftafiifas" (gun bearers) in 1892 and 1893. Then as a result, a large number of people of the
arca started to live under the rule of *Gabbar’ system in which most of the local peasants were
turned into tenants of landlords, and most of their land production was expropriated.

After the incorporation of these areas into the central administration of Ethiopia, some
of the communities who were previously known to have their own independent states, and who
had their own distinct administrative systems had lost some of their traditional institutions. The
institutions of the remaining communities were modified by this autocratic central regime to be
used as points of administrative penetration.

As Grenstedt (1995:31) mentions, Menelik designed the administrative hierarchy where
he himself was the highest decision maker, and which stretches down to local Ciquasum (the
lowest in administrative hier;clrchy), with Balabat, Awraja (province) administration and
regions in between to be served by tax collection and administrative duties.

The local informants further argue that Awraja GeZzi (province governor) named Ras
Abate Boyalew was assigned in 1893 to administer the area inhabited by the Kambatssa
speaking Dant'a, Donga, Kambatta, T'ambaro, Alaba and other ethnic groups like Hadiya,
Masmas, Endegafifie as well as some part of Selt'i and Libido who were incorporated within
the same Awraja. However, the political advancement of Kambatta since the 1770s, and their
socio-political structure led by kings suited the Balabat system of Menelik in a far better way
than other ethnic groups, like the more egalitarian structure of Hadiya. Moreover, the Balabats
(appointee from local people) of Kambatta got more support from people assigned by Menelik
as opposed to the Balabats of Hadiya and others. These factors gave the Kambatta a leading

role in the area and led many ethnic groups to be submerged under the name "Kambatta

Awraja" (Kambatta Province) since 1893 (Grenstedt 1995:31-33).
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According to my informants and confirmed by Greadsedt (1995:31), a great number of
Naftaffias and their Kinsmen were settled in the lands of Hadiya which were owned
communally on clan basis, and not covered by perennial crops as opposed to the lands of
Kambatta and the other Kambatssa speaking communities which were predominantly covered
by Enset (false banana) and owned privately as rist (gimit). My informants further elaborate
that the lands of the Dant'a, which have been relatively mountainous could not attract the
attention of Menelik’s troops, and were left without being occupied by many Naftanfas.
However, the settlement of many Naftaifias and their kinsmen in the lands of Hadiya had
resulted in eviction of several Hadiyas from their own lands, and appropriation of their land
production. It was during this period that many Hadiyas who were evicted from their lands, and
whose mothers were from Dant'a started to settle in the territory of Dant'a by claiming a
farming land through their mothers line according to the inheritance right of male and female
among the Danta. Then within a few years, the Dan'as were increasingly subjected to
population pressure from Hadiya, and most of lhcir open lands were occupied within a short
period of time. As a result, the settlement pattern of the Dant'a, which was exclusively
occupied by members of the Danta community, has become an intermingled type where
members of both ethnic groups have been living together.

After a few years, some Dant'as who faced land shortage in their territory started to
move temporarily together with their cattle to lowlands in Gibe (Omo) valley which was
inhabited by a few pastoral Hadiyas because of its harsh climate and high infestation of tropical
diseases like malaria. Gradually, a few of them adopted this pastoral way of life and left their
lands and homes in the Dantaland. Others preferred to move temporarily for seasonal grazing,
and handed-over their plots of land, and homes in trust to their relatives. Since then, there is a

sizeable number of Dant'as who have been subsisting themselves through transhumance



pastoral economy which took them to the highlands in the dry scason., and down to the
lowlands in Gibe valley in wet season. As a result, most of the Dant'as cattle in the highlands
are presently moved at least once to lowlands where some of their relatives are found.
Moreover, these pastorlists of Dant'a and Hadiya travel far into the Omonada and Sokoru
Woredas of Oromiya and SNNPNS on a pastoral movement respectively.

Accordingly, it is impossible to draw a clear-cut boundary between the Dant'a and
Hadiya in terms of mode of life because some members of both groups are presently
pastoralists and the rest are predominantly sedentary farmers. However, a shift of a few Dant'as
in mode of life does not result in complete chzmgc of the Dant'as overall farming system in the
highlands of their territory.

According to their farming system, the land of each houschold is categorized into either
of four divisions known as "highly fertile, moderately fertile, less fertile and unproductive
land". In most cases, peasants of the Dant'a primarily allocate their best lands for enset
plantation, and the remaining part for other crops except the unproductive lands, which were
used for animal grazing and wood lot plantation. Moreover, crops are sown according to their
calendar, from June 22 to August 18 which is classified into seven divisions the same as that of
Kambatta, Donga, T'ambaro, K'abena, Masmas and Endeganne who perceive themselves as
sedentary farmers (Kizza) from their early settlement known as Habaratte, Suimebelle,
Tordume, Honsse, Hezette, Lamalle, Lehhe and Onte. M(.)rcovcr. sowing crops according to

this calendar and planting Enset ventricosum "falsebanana" are presently adopted by the

neighbouring Hadiyas and other communities.
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Currently, because of land shortage, many households are forced to cultivate unproductive
lands on which a good yield cannot be harvested. As a result. a tradition of fallowing
croplands for one year after a continuous cultivation of five years is not common in the
Dant'aland. Moreover, cultivating lands with digging sticks and hoe, which was believed as a
means of keeping the fertility of a land is completely eroded, and cultivating by oxen
dominates the whole farming system of Dant'a.

In the past, the finished products of ‘enset’ known as " Wassa" and other products like
cabbage, wheat and barely were exchanged for butter, cheese and eggs with Hadiya who were
pastoralists. Sometimes, eggs were even simply given by Hadiyas to Dant'as because eating
eggs was a taboo for Hadiya. However, with the breakdown of the early tradition, and the
increasing shortage of food, the taboo on egg has been weakened among the Hadiya and they
now consume eggs in the same way as other food items.

Currently, the Dant'as sell Wassa, Wheat, Barely and all other types of crops in
monetary terms in markets not only to Hadiya, but also to their own community members
who subsist themselves in pastoral way of life around Gch valley. Apart from this, having a
sizeable ‘enset’ (false banana) plantation ready for harvest was a mark of prestige, and the
only indicator of differentiating a rich man from a poor person. However, having a large
number of cattle kept in lowlands, and loaning money to neighbors to be repaid in crop
production have become additional marks in indicating a \)v"calth of a person.

On the other hand, fetching firewood and ‘enset’ processing activities were
exclusively carried out by women, but presently men are widely involving in many activities
of “enset’ processing like uprooting and transporting root and trunk of ‘enset’. In turn, women
are also now involving in many activities which were exclusively carried out by men like

hoeing, weeding and harvesting of various crops.

48



3.4 Religious System and Change Among the Dant'a.

It was in the late 1920's that the interdenominational Sudan Interior Mission (SIM)
commenced work in the densely populated Kambatta and Hadiya region. However, these
protestant missionaries were settled permanently in almost the same period as that of the
F'rench-Catholic capuchin, father Pascal Luchon who settled in the land of Kambatta in
October 1928 (Grenstedt, 2000: 50-51). Grenstedt further argues that each community of this
region had its own religion and belief system before the arrival of these missionaries. As my
informants underlined, nearly all the Dant'as were the adherents of their own traditional
religion before the Protestant Christianity was introduced in their area. Their traditional
religion had also been led by a man possessed a Hauzula spirit known as a "Hauzulmanco"
who played a very important role in their social and political organization. Moreover, they
had been famous for their traditional religion in which a Hauzula spirit was worshipped by a
great number of people from the neighbouring communities such as the Kambatta, Hadiya,
Donga, T'ambaro, Woleyeta, Endegaﬁﬁe, Dawro, Masmas, Yem and others. For the Dant'as
who attach themselves to a traditional religion, Hauzula is “Ayanna™ (spirit) sent from
“Maganoo” (God) to protect them and the neighbouring Kambatssa speaking communities
from the attack of outsiders.

Similarly, HauzulmanCo is still perceived by these people as a prophet having a
Hauzula spirit and who can predict the future, and warns' them from the impending dangers
such as drought, heavy rains, locust plagues and ensuing epidemics. He is also perceived as
some one who knows what remedies may be taken to prevent such disasters or to protect
against approaching dangers, and who has the power to bring rain, to produce abundant crops,
to have more children or cattle, and in general, who can increase one's personal fortunes. The

distinguishing feature of HauzulmancCo, according to my informants, was his role in response
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to external threats and drought. Moreover, his strong stand against divorce, polygamy,
adultery and mistreatment of women has gained him recognition, respect and to be accepted
by a wider community, particularly by women.

On the other hand, Orthodox Christianity has been the other religion, which has been
worshipped by some members of the Dant'a for many years. There are some indicators for the
existence of Orthodox Christianity among the Dant'a before the 1890s, like the occurrence of
certain households whose great grandfathers were Orthodox Christians. However, the
strongest influence of Orthodox Christianity came after the subjugation of the Dant'a by
Menelik’s troops (Neftafifias) in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. As argued by
Grendenst (2000:49), and confirmed by the local informants, most of the Orthodox Churches
in the area of people speaking Kambtssa and Hadiyissa languages were built between 1890 to
1913, and these churches were able to receive tax-free land of more than 10,000 hectares.

However, thé Protestant Christianity, which is the product of recent American and
Furopean missionary activities, dominates over both Orthodox Christianity and Traditional
Religion of Dant'a. In other words, most of the Dant'as presently adhere to Protestant
Christianity, and their churches are widely found in many areas of their territory except in a
few villages around the villages of a Hauzulmanco and a Woma.

Many informants underline that most of the Dant’as have converted from their
previous faith in Traditional religion and Orthodox Christianity to Protestant Christianity
particularly within the last three decades. This is mainly because of the missionaries good will
and their effort to translate some part of the Bible (e.g. the Gospel of John and the New
Testament) into Kambatssa and Hadiyissa languages as soon as they entered into the area.
They also preached the Bible in a local language as opposed to Orthodox Churches. which

often use Geeze as a sacred language of the church. Moreover, the construction of elementary
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schools, clinics, health centres and creation of job opportunities in Protestant Churches, and in
some NGOs that have been affiliated with them facilitated the conversion to Protestant
Christianity.

However, Traditional Religion and Orthodox Christianity are maintained even though
the majority of the population and almost all younger generation have been converted to
Protestant Christianity. Some informants argue that most of the current followers of Orthodox
Christianity are elderly people who have been attached to this faith for a long period of time
and who have no desire to change their faith at their old age. Apart from this, most of the
people who still adhere to traditional religion are those who have been living in drought prone
areas of extreme low lands because their pastoral way of life is easily affected by lack of
rainfall as compared to people living in highland areas. All the Dant'as who live in the
borderlands between Kambatta and Hadiya as well as Kambatta and Woleyeta are the
followers of Protestant Christianity as opposed to the Dant'as in the borderlands of Hadiya
and Selt’i who were converted to Islam.

As opposed to men, women are more attached to a traditional religion and particularly
those who want their husbands not to marry other women, and who want to have a guarantee
against divorce. One old woman who worships traditional religion argues that the measures
taken by a HauzulmanCo on those who perform polygamy, commit adultery, and on those
who break their marriages are more effective in preventing such acts than the measures taken
by other religions. She further elaborates that there are some people who have attached
themselves with all these faiths having a desire not to miss the opportunities gained from all

directions, or who may perceive all religions as only different ways of reaching the same

divine reality.



Moreover, a number of people who give tribute or gift to a Woma or a Hauzulman¢o
have decreased significantly, and only a few volunteers are presently giving either a tribute or
gift or both to a Hauzulman€o and Woma. Therefore, they are not that much economically
rich as they used to be. For instance, my informants argue that HauzulmanCo who was
previously receiving more than fifty bullocks and two hundred pots of butter and honey per
month on the average was able to receive only five bullocks and nine pots of butter and honey
during the months of October and November 2000 from the people living in Gibe valley and
Women of different areas.

As the informants argue, the relationship between Hauzulman€o and Woma is not as
it was strong as before because the latter became a follower of Orthodox Christianity. Since
the last two decades because of a shift in religion from a traditional religion and Orthodox
Christianity to Protestant Christianity, local drinks like Seleo and Geseo which were widely
sold in all markets and along the main roads are mostly substituted by Saimeta which is
predominantly consumed by Protestant Christians because it has no alcoholic content at all.
Moreover, this religious conversion has resulted in complete elimination of GeSeo plant
(Rhannus prinoides) from the farms of many Dant'as and its substitution by other crops.

On the whole, the Dant’as have undergone many changes in their socio-cultural aspects
such as marriage, administrative structure, religions and occupation because of conquest,
change in national politics and because of the introduction of Protestant Christianity.
However, some of their cultural aspects have still been maintained with certain modifications.

Their inter relations and inter dependence with the neighbouring communities have been

affected and changed due to the policies imposed on them by the Ethiopian governments.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Inter-Ethnic Relations Among the Dant'a and the
Neighbouring Communities

This chapter deals with the ethnic relations of Dant'a with the neighbouring
communities in relation to the government policies during the Haile Sellasse. the Derg and the
EPRDF regimes.

4.1 Government Policies and Emergence of Ethnic Conflict During the Haile Sellasse
Regime.

After the death of king Menelik II, Haile Selasse became a regent in 1917, king in
1928 and emperor in 1930. Then, he continued the centralization process initiated by king
Menelik II, but he further divided the country into fourteen larger “T'eklay Gizats® (regions),
which were internally divided into 103 Awrajas (provinces), 505 woredas’ (districts) and
949 sub-districts (Paulos, 1998:24).

According to my informants, no structural change was made by the Haile Sellasse
regime in terms of size and boundaries regarding the area known as “Kambatta Awraja”
which had been arbitrarily divided for convenience of administration during the reign of king
Menelik II. As a result, this area which has been inhabited by various community groups such
as the Kambatta, Hadiya, Selti, Endeganne, T'ambaro, Donga, Dant'a, Masmas, BoSa and
others remained under the name Kambatta ‘Awraja’ upto early years of the Derg regime.
Similarly, the subdivisions of the ‘Awraja’ known as ‘Woredas™ were also arbitrarily set
without any concern for settlement patterns and population distribution of various
ethnic/linguistic groups. Accordingly. one of the “woredas’ which was inhabited by different

5 o T~ - - > r Q g . ! /& / rar
community groups such as the Dant'a, Donga, 1 ambaro and the two groups of Hadiya (Agar



and Sooro) had continued to be called "T'ambaro" for many years by maintaining the name
given during the Menelik’s time.

As my informants from Dant’a and Hadiya further argue, there were little or no
strongly manifested tendencies of ethnic sentiment during that period among these
communities who were placed under the administrative unit of “Kambatta Awraja” and
“Tambaro Woreda”. Moreover, there were no politicised struggles among these communities
on the issue of conflicting power competition because all of them had no tradition of
centralized political rule, which brought them into the same administrative unit of *‘Awraja’ or
“Woreda® before the expansion of Menelik II. Gradually, however, the names, which were
arbitrarily given to the administrative units of 'Awraja' and 'Woredas', became the major cause
for the emergence and escalation of conflicts as well as ethnic sentiments between the Dant'a
and the neighbouring communities. Nevertheless, the grievances against the names of
‘Awraja’ and ‘Woredas’ vary from one community to another.

On the other hand, the intellectuals of Hadiya started to react against the name
“Kambatta Awraja” and “T’ambaro Woreda™ in the 1970s by expressing their discontent
through the application letters written to the Ministry of Interior, and authorities of the Haile
Sellasse’s regime at various levels such as at ‘Woreda® (district),”Awraja’ (province), “Tek'lay
Gizat® (region) and central government. Subsequently, the intellectuals of Dant'a and Donga
started to protest against the name “T'ambaro Woreda™ at about the same period as that of
Hadiya. However, members of the Dant’a and Donga.havc never reacted against the name
“Kambatta Awraja” which is relatively more inclusive, and used in most cases to refer all

Kambatssa speaking communities including their territories except the community of K'abena

and their territory which is detached from all others.
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After the 1970s, particularly the intellectuals of Hadiya whose name was
overshadowed by the name “Kambatta Awraja” were organized politically, and gradually
started to mobilize their local people against the name "Kambatta Awraja” and "T'ambaro
Woreda" by mentioning their population size, which has been one of the highest among the
cthnic groups in southern Ethiopia. - Nevertheless, as my informants further elaborate and
many of their application letters written in different periods indicate, the authorities of Haile
Sellasse’s regime were not interested to look at their conflicts genuinely, and could not
resolve the matter because it might be beyond the frontiers of their own interests. It was only
after the conflict between the educated people of the two-ethnic groups had reached its peak,
and resulted in physical violence of Kambatta and Hadiya students at Hossana town that the
name “Kambatta Awraja” was renamed “Kambatta and Hadiya™ by the Ministry of Interior of
the Derg regime in 1976 (see the Ethiopian Herald and Addis Zemen of March 10, 1976 in
Appendix one).

4.2. The Ethnic Relation of the Dant'a and Neighbouring Communities

During the Derg Regime (1974 to April 1991).

In 1979, the Derg government split the area, which had been known by the name
“T'ambaro Woreda” into two independent ‘Woredas.” ~Accordingly, the communities of
Donga and T'ambaro who were put under the same “Woreda’ reached a consensus of giving a
geographical name known as “OmoSelek’o” which is neutral to represent the two
communities equally. Then, the government authorities started to call the rest of the *“Woreda’

inhabited by the Dant'a, Lauka, Masmas, Agar and Sooro Hadiya as well as other community

groups by the name “Sooro” in the 1980s. However, as a result of the Dant’as and Agar

Hadiyas official opposition against this name. the government authorities in the *Awraja’

during that period had decided this “woreda’ had to be called by its previous name known as
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“T’ambaro” for some years even after the community of T'ambaro and Donga became
independent *Woreda’ known as Omoselek’o.

In 1987, the Derg regime rearranged the administrative map of the country into thirty
regions with varying sizes and character for the purpose of its administration. Five of these
regions (Eriteria, Tigray, Ogaden, Assab, Diredawa, which include Harar), that were felt to be
politically sensitive, were given a greater degree of local autonomy in an attempt to ease their
demands for independence, or their tendency to cause problems for the central state (Cohen,
1995:98). In December 1988, the government authorities of T’ambaro ‘woreda’ invited
elders from Dan'ta, Agar Hadiya, Sooro Hadiya, Lauka and others to attend a meeting to
name their ‘Woreda’. Then, three names known as “Hadiya and Dubammo,” “*Sonkolla and
Dansd” as well as “Sonkolla and Lange” were proposed as a possible alternatives by all
participants of the meeting to avoid the conflict that could emerge among the various
community groups as a result of naming. Finally at the end of the meeting, all groups
unanimously agreed to call their ‘Woreda’ “Sonkolla and Dansd” which refer to two big
mountains in the area, and which can represent all inhabitants of the ‘woreda’ equally.

However, as my informants further argue and the letters appealed to the central
sovernment of the Derg in August 1988 indicate, the authorities of the ‘woreda’ who were
from Sooro Hadiya during that period had reported the name “Sooro™ instead of “Sankolla
and Dansi” to be the name of their ‘Woreda’. The rcp(;rt reached offices of all concerned
bodies in the ‘Awraja’, Region, and particularly office of the central government, which was

responsible for its approval (see letters in Appendix two). After a few months, the central

government approved the name “§ooro” to be the name of their ‘woreda’. However, the

elders who participated in meeting‘ of the 1988 by representing their community groups
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became aware of the conspiracy only after they had seen the letters having a new stamp of
Sooro “Woreda’ sent to their Peasant Associations (PAs).

In the same year, elders from Agar Hadiya and Dant’a wrote their application letters to
the Workers Party of Kambatta and Hadiya as well as to the central government protesting
against the name Sooro which refers to descendants of four brothers (Sooro) who had
descended from their apical ancestor known as “Boyammo”, and never includes all other
community groups living in that ‘Woreda’. Moreover, according to my informants (and their
letters in Appendix three and four), Agar Hadiyas are the largest in population size from all
other groups, and are estimated to account for 40 percent of the total population in Hadiya
zone and 45 percent in Sooro ‘Woreda’. Wh‘crcas. the Sooro Hadiya and Dant’a are
estimated to account for 20 and 10 pérccnl of the total population in Hadiya zone, and 25 and
20 percent of the total population in Sooro ‘Woreda® respectively. The remaining small
groups like Masmas, Lauka, Bosa, Endeganne, Selt’i, Kambatta and others are estimated to
account for 30 percent of the total population in Hadiya zone, and 10 percent of the total
population in Sooro ‘Woreda’.

Based on application letter written by both the Dant’as and Agar Hadiyas in 1988, the
central government of Derg assigned a study team in 1988, having a mission of investigating
whether the complaint against' the name Sooro had been the question of a few individuals or
the question from a wider community. Accordingly, the assigned team had fixed the time of
field program and informed its plan in advance to authorities of Sooro ‘Woreda™ as a team
would consult people from the local community and would conduct at least one meeting at
“Woreda® which involves elders represented by each PA to decide on the

any place in the

name of their ‘Woreda’. Surprisingly, when the assigned team arrived at Gimbicu, the capital

of Sooro ‘Woreda’ in May 1988, elders who were t0 be consulted individually, and who were
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expected to participate in the meeting conducted at various PAs and ‘Woreda® levels had
already been selected from Sooro Hadiya only, and oriented by ‘Woreda® authorities to have
one voice of supporting the name Sooro to be the name of their *Woreda.®

As the informants further argue and elaborated in the documents of (Appendix three
and five), the members of the Agar Hadiya and Dant'a became aware of the field work

conducted by people assigned from the central government, and a meeting held in various

As a result of such mischievous action, the assigned team accepted the name Sooro, as there
was no need of substituting it with another name, and reported this finding to authorities of
the central government in June 1988. Immediately, the name Sooro was approved by the
central government and was officially announced through the mass media (see Appendix
three and four). Then, members of the Dant'a who were mobilizing their community for
opposition were jailed from three months to one year immediately after the approval of the
name Sooro ‘Woreda’ was announced through the media. Whereas, clders of the Agar
Hadiya were seriously warned mainly by ‘Woreda’ authorities not to be involved in the
opposition. Because of the imprisonment and intimidation made against members of Dan'ta
and Agra Hadiya in 1988, the opposition movement against the name Sooro “Woreda® cooled
down for a few months.

However, in April 10, 1989 elders from the Agar Hadiya and the Dant'a wrote their
application to the new administrative region of Southern Shoa by requesting that the name of
their ‘Woreda,” should be substituted with another name, which could represent all

community groups. Fortunately, they were also able to consult the regional administrators

who were from Kambatta and Hadiya in person, and convinced why they were not willing to

accept the name Sooro as the name of the “woreda’ (sce Appendix five).
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Then, regional authorities requested the Central Committee of the Workers Party in a
letter to reconsider the case of the Dant'as and Agar Hadiyas again. In October, 1990 the
Central Committee of the Workers Party assigned a group of multi-disciplinary team
comprising five members led by Dr. Tarekegn /"\dcbo to Sooro *Woreda’. As opposed to the
previous team who informed about their field program in advance to authorities of Sooro
“Woreda’, the new team conducted most of its fieldwork and discussions with local people
without informing their arrival to ‘Woreda’ authorities.

Later on, they informed ‘Woreda® authorities, as they were able to consult people from
different groups, and requested their cooperation by only inviting elders from all groups to a
meeting. Then, elders of every groups were able to attend the meeting held at *Woreda® level,
and approved the name of ‘Woreda’ to be “Sankolla and Dansi” for the second time. The
team reported its findings automatically to the Central Committee of the Workers Party.

As my informants further argue and the Dant’as and Agar Hadiyas application letters
written to the regional council indicate, the name “Sankolla and Dansid™ had not been used
immediately after the approval of elders from all groups because it was proposed to be
approved in the conference of the National Assembly of Ethiopia which was expected to take
place in July 1991. However, EPRDF controlled the country in May 1991 before the
conference of the National Assembly ;)f Ethiopia had taken place.

4.3. The Ethnic Relations of the Dant'a and the Neighbouring Communities from 1991

to 2001.

Changes in the system of government have had a significant impact on the relationship
among various ethnic groups in the study areas. The collapse of the Derg in May 1991
brought to power the Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), and

followed by a National Conference held in July 1991 to which all ethnic groups were invited
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to send their representatives. In the conference, agreement was reached on a federal system as

the best administrative framework to address the ethnic issues. Subsequently, ethnicity has

been officially adopted as a fundamental and legitimate political principle for organizing the

federal states, zones and ‘Woredas’. As a result, the administrative structures and boundaries
of the country were redefined along ethnic and linguistic lines. Accordingly, the EPRDF
divided the country into fourteen regions based on the distribution of major language groups.

Later on in 1995, the EPRDF government re-established a federal structure of nine
states known as Tigray, Afar, Ambhara, Oromiya, Benshangul-Gumuz, Southern Nations
Nationalities and Peoples National State (SNNPNS), Gambella, Somali, and Harari cach with
its own president and assembly (council) which together form the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia (Cohen, 1995:98).  Since then, various ethnic based political
organizations have emerged in the country in order to represent their respective groups in the
new government structures.

The zones in SNNPNS were also restructured on the basis of ethnic and linguistic
patterns in 1992, Accordingly, many ethnic groups that were previously administered within
the same *Awraja’ called “Kambatta” and later renamed “Kambatta and Hadiya™ for about a
century were split into two independent zones named Hadiya and Kambatta, Alaba, and
‘Tambaro (KAT). However, none of these zones has been homogenous linguistically or in
terms of ethnicity even though they were taken as if they had been inhabited by communities
speaking only Kambatssa and Hadiyissa languages.

As my informants further explain, the three community groups known as “Kambatta,
Alaba and T'ambaro” who form the KAT zone on the basis of their similarity in culture and

language were able to share political and administrative power within their zone

proportionally according to their population size. However, the Dantas who have a similar
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culture and language with these Kambatssa speaking communities, and whose members were

previously administered within the same "Awraja’ have been fragmented into four different

administrative zones after 1992. Accordingly, the Dant'as in the borderland of Hadiya and

Selt’i, Kambatta and Hadiya as well as Kambatta and Wolayeta were categorized without
their interest into the Gurage, KAT and Semen Omo zones respectively.  Moreover, the
Dant'as in their homeland were also ignored without being incorporated into the KAT zone
where communities similar to their culture and language are inhabited by people who were
assigned by the central government of EPRDF to form the administrative zones of the
SNNPNS in 1992.

As a result, many Dant'as are presently administered within different zones dominated
by other language groups except the Dant'as in the borderland of Kambatta and Hadiya who
are administratively categorizéd into KAT zone in 1992. As my informants underline, the
fragmentation of Dant'as into four independent zones since 1992 resulted from lack of
knowledge of people assigned to the job by the central government. The people who worked
out this structure were not aware of the problem of demarcating one zone from the other with
clearly delineated linguistic and/or territorial boundaries because most of the areas in KAT
and Hadiya zones are dominated by intermingling type of settlement patterns. Moreover,
these people had not taken adequate time to consult the local people on the problems and
prospects of the new structure. They did not pay attention to look for other possible
alternatives because fhey were in a hurry to implement the program of their political party.

On the other hand, there was only one political o-rganization formed in the name of
Hadiya known as the * Hadiya Nation Democratic Organization” (HNDO) before the
formation of zones in the SNNPNS in 1992. As a result of its early formation in June 1991,

the HNDO was able to obtain two seats in the Council of Representatives of the Transitional
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Government of Ethiopia. Later on, the HNDO became a member of the Southern Ethiopia

Peoples Democratic Coalition (SEPDC), which is a union of fourteen different ethnic
opposition political organizations. However. because of the EPRDF policy, which places
ethnicity in the center of Ethiopian politics and the formation of new zones in 1992, various
cthnic based political organizations were formed in Hadiya zone one after the other.
Accordingly, the EPRDF affiliated political organization known as the “Hadiya Peoples
Democratic Organization” (HPDO) was formed in 1992,

Subsequently, in February 1993 by the support and good will of the EPRDF, the
third ethnic based political organization known as the “Danta’a Peoples Democratic
Organization”(DPDO) was formed in Hadiya zone. Since then. on the one hand. contests
among these competing political organizations who claim to represent one or the other
community group and who desire to hold the political power have become a common feature
in the area. On the other hand, the EPRDF affiliated HPDO has controlled all political and
administrative power in Hadiya zone since 1992, and started to persecute and suppress
members of other political organizations in all possible ways (Tronvoll, 2000:153-154). As
my informants from Dant’a and their letters of appeal to the Transitional Government of
Ethiopia indicate, the Dant'as seem to be the first ones to be discriminated from other
community groups after they have started to be administered within the Hadiya zone. They
also further elaborate in these letters of appeal how they have been discriminated in terms of
employment, transfer, promotion and other social and economic affairs since the first
president of Hadiya zone was assigned, and appointed to be the chairman of HPDO (see
Appendix six).

Apart from this, my informants from Agar Hadiya argue and underline in their

application letters to zone council that they have been discriminated in recruitment for
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membership in HPDO, and in terms of appointment to political and administrative leading

positions as opposed to the Sooro Hadiyas who were recruited and assigned without any
discrimination. As a result, only a few members of their community group were able to be
members of HPDO as compared to Sooro Hadiyas. Gradually, most of the political and
administrative key positions in the zone, ‘Woredas’ and Peasant Associations are occupied by
members of Sooro Hadiya. They also further elaborate that the Sooro Hadiyas benefited more
in terms of social, political and econ.omic opportunities in Hadiya zone as opposed to
members of the Agar Hadiya (see Appendix seven).

In this connection, the written documents received from the record office of the Hadiya
zone indicate that eighty-three individuals were sent to the Ethiopian Civil Service College
since the College started to operate and admit the EPRDF cadres for higher education in
degree program. Of these eighty-three individuals sent from the Hadiya zone, only one
individual was from the Dant'a who claim to have more than 102 thousand population as
mentioned by Mulugeta (1998: 5). Surprisingly, the number of individuals who joined this
College from the community of Dant'a is less than the other community groups including
even those who have much lower population than the Dant'as in Hadiya zone such as the
Masmas, Endgafifie, Selt'i, Amhara, Alaba and others. For instance, out of these eighty-three
people, four from Endganfe, two from Selt’i, four from Masmas, two from Amhara, and one
from Alaba. While the other sixty-nine individuals were from Hadiya, accounting for more
than 83 percent of the total individuals who were sent to Civil Service College of Ethiopia

(see Appendix Eight).

Subsequently, twelve individuals were sent abroad for graduate and under-graduate

studies as well as twenty-one individuals to Water Technology of Ethiopia for under graduate

studies in the last five years. However, members of the Dant'a were totally denied this
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opportunity as opposed to other community groups in which a few of their members were at

least sent together with members of Hadiya who took the lion's share of this opportunity. The

1 3 s .
Dant'as also underline in most of their letters of appeal to regional and central government of

EPRDF that their high school graduates are stil] denied access to any kind of employment
even though they have better academic performance and grades than some of the high school
graduates of Hadiya.

Moreover, many informants estimate that the number of individuals who could be
employed in the last five years from all other ethnic groups in Hadiya zone including the Agar
Hadiyas are less than fifty percent as compared to the Sooro Hadiyas. Above all, the Dant'as
underline that the discrimination against their members continued virtually the whole period
of the last eight years in which the two successive prcsid.cnls of Hadiya zone were in power
beginning from 1992, and that it still remained without any improvement as one of the
unresolved problems of the zone (see Appendix six).

On the contrary, the informants argue that the Dant’a Peoples Democratic Organization
(DPDO) has entered into a conflict with Hadiya Peoples Democratic Organization (HPDO)
from its inception because it has demanded share of political power in the zone and *Woreda’
levels. However, the DPDO has consolidated its power struggle in two directions since 1993.
Accordingly, on the one hand, the DPDO began to mobilize the Dant'as in their homeland by
recruiting them to be its members, and by promoting their awareness towards the existing
reality in the neighbouring zones like KAT, Gurage and Semen Omo in which every
community group has been organized, and shared power according to its population size. On
the other hand, by forming an alliance with Agar Hadiyas, the DPDO has strengthened its
opposition against the name Sooro, which has been used to refer to the name of their

‘ : > e i 2 zone and regional
woreda’. Then, the Dant'as and Agar Hadiyas wrote letters of appe il to zone cg
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authorities by protesting against the name “Sooro”™ many times since 1993. However. they

could not receive any adequate response particularly from the zone authorities because most
of them were from Sooro Hadiya who were not sympathetic to their problems (see Appendix
seven).

According to the informants of Dant'a and Agar Hadiya and as it is mentioned in their
letters of appeal to the zone and regional authorities, the zone authoritics were not willing to
show them any courtesy by replying to their application letters. Moreover, there were many
occasions in which their application letters were totally lost from the record office of the zone
council, and caused an interruption for more than a week, and forced them to give their own
copies. Many of these informants add that what angered and disappointed them more than the
loss of their application letters was the brusque and reprehensible manner in which they were
treated by people of the zone council and their secretaries (see Appendix ten and eleven).

Thereafter, the elders of the Dant'a and Agar Hadiya applied to council of SNNPNS on
8 November, 1993. However, the regional council wrote a letter on 11 November 1993 and
informed them to stay in their locality until they send the team who would investigate their
problems, and come up with its own findings that could help them to make decisions (see
Appendix nine).

As my informants underline and the report of the team assigned by the regional council
of SNNPNS indicates, the discrimination against members of the Dant'a has been more

consolidated and followed by other sanctions after the elders represented by the Dant'as

presented their grievances to the council of SNNPNS in January, 1994. In the same year, the

g i >au conducted a meeting
Zone and ‘Woreda® councils as well as officers of Agriculture Bureau conducte €

together, and passed a resolution that the peasants of Dant’a should not be allowed to benefit

from any Agricultural Extension Packages of Ethiopian Government. Since then. the peasants
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a have nev : . , . S
of Dant er been provided with any agricultural inputs like commercial fertilizer,

improved seeds, insecticides, herbicides and others because applying this sanction has been

accepted as the best means of suppressing the Dant'as political struggle, and their desire to
share political power in the Zone and ‘Woreda’ levels. As a result, any one from Dant'a who
wanted to use commercial fertilizer and any other agricultural inputs for his crop land must
cither purchase it in cash from merchants, or borrow it from the neighbouring Kambatssa
speaking communities on credit.

Particularly, the intellecuals of Dant'a who were suspected of supporting the DPDO
officially or underground, or even those who associate themselves with members of the
DPDO personally and in other social affairs were in danger of being suspended from their
jobs or exposed to other kinds of repercussions. For instance, as Feleke (2000 28-32) argues
and the letters written by the council of SNNPNS as well as the regional Teachers Association
indicate, some civil servants from Dant'a who were transferred to urban areas some years ago
after their long years of service in rural areas such as teachers, health workers, Agricultural
Extension agents and others were again transferred to remote areas because of their ethnic
background (see Appendix twelve).

In addition, many of the informants from civil servants of Dant'a argue that they have
started to work in these remote areas with no complaint in the hope that the zone authorities
will transfer them to their previous working areas in which they were assigned on the basis of
their experience. According to Feleke's (2000:28), those who were members of a committee
in the DPDO were officially suspended from their jobs. Some of them were also accused and
even jailed from one to three months on unfounded charges. Moreover, he underlines that the

political power has been extremely abused, and the fundamental human rights have also been

openly violated in many sectors of the Hadiya zone.
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According to my informants, it was during this period that most of the intellectuals of

Dant'a from rural and urban areas joined the DPDO. and started to mobilize their community
members in the Dant'aland as the most effective method of waging their political struggle. As
a result of this mobilization, all Dant'as in their territory of Sooro ‘Woreda’ unanimously
agreed to refuse paying the agricultural land tax as a defense mechanism until the policy of
discrimination against their community members stops, and until they are treated in the same
way as those of the Sooro Hadiya. Then in March 1996, authorities of Sooro 'Woreda' invited
both intellectuals and elders of the Dant'a for discussion and informed them that they have
reached an agreement to involve two individuals of Dant'a in the council of the Sooro
'Woreda'. In turn, the Dant'as accepted the decision of the ' Woreda' authorities as one step
forwarded to their success and expressed their agreement by electing and sending the two
individuals to the "Woreda' council within a couple of days.

However, the representation of the two individuals in the '"Woreda' council could not
satisfy many of the Dant'as who have been demanding official recognition and proportional
power sharing at the zone level. Moreover, many of them perceive the power sharing in the
'Woreda' as an under representation and no one started to pay the agricultural land tax in the
last few years. On the country, the Dant'as continued to use this measure of refusing to pay a
land tax as one means of enforcing the zone authorities to respect them as people, and to pay
attention to their complaints and claims.

Since the Dant'as have not backed down from their stand of refusing to pay the

agricultural land tax, the attorney of the Sooro "Woreda' was ordered, by the zone council to

open charges against their elders who were suspected of agitating their community members

not to pay a land tax, and particularly those who were members of the central committee of
5

the DPDO. Based on the decision of the Sooro "Woreda’ court two elders and four members of
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the DPDO central committee were caught by the police force in June 1997 and brought to

Hossana town to be arrested (see Appendix thirteen). However. many of their elders and

members of the DPDO were managed to escape to the neighbouring communities of
T*ambaro, Donga and Kambatta where their relatives are Iargély found.

Immediately, three elders and two civil servants of Dant'a went to Addis Ababa and
appealed to the Prime Minster's Office. Three days after their application letter had been
given to the Prime Minster's Office, the central TPLF cadre and the head of regional affairs at
the Prime Minster's Office was sent to handle the case of the Dant'a and to resolve it. As soon
as he arrived at Hossona, the zone authorities released the imprisoned elders and civil servants
of Dant'a. However, he called the central committee of the HPDO and DPDO for a meeting
and there-by to mediate the conflict between the two political organizations (see Appendix
fourteen, p:1).

Finally, at the end of the meeting, the central comxﬁiltcc of the HPDO agreed to share
the political and administrative power in the zone with members of the DPDO and to work in
collaboration with them. However, this agreement which was made in front of the mediator
from the Prime Minster's Office had not been implemented practically because the minutes of
the agreement were left in the hands of the HPDO members, and they started to deny the basic
idea of the agreement signed by both opposing - groups. Nevertheless, the frequent
imprisonment of the Dant'as has been at least minimized since this meeting was held even
though their discrimination in other affairs has continued with no change at all.

As a result of their discrimination in other. affairs, the Dant'as again sent another group

of elders and civil servants who can appeal to the council of SNNPNS. Based on this appeal,

the council of SNNPNS wrote a letter to the zone council, but it could not intervene and give
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them final solution to their conflicts because it is up to'the zone to decide on every issue

concerning the zone according to the federal system of the EPRDF (see Appendix fourteen).

In December 1997, the council of the SNNPNS assigned the team composed of three
individuals (with law academic background) with a responsibility of investigating the cause
of the conflict between the Dant’as and the government authoritics in Hadiya zone.
Accordingly, the team arrived at Hadiya 20;1.0 and consulted the zone and ‘Woreda’
authorities. Thereafter, the team conducted a meeting with the community of Dant’a on 30
December, 1997 and come up with its own findings. After carefully assessing the complaints
of the Dant’a and the response of the zone authorities, the team identified the problem and
proposed options, which could improve the polili?al relations between the two groups.

According to the report of the team, the Dant’as refused to pay the agricultural land
tax starting from the 1996, and detained the police force, which was sent by the zone council
to enforce the tax payment. However, the teanlq strongly underlines that the Dant’as were
prevented from having access to the agricultural inputs, which have been distributed through
the agriculture bureau. In addition, the team mentions that the Dant’as have been
discriminated in job opportunities, access to education and in provision of other social
services as well as in certain developmental activities available at the zone and ‘woreda’
levels (see Appendix fourteen).

The team’s report indicates that the discrimination against the Dant’as since 1992
goes up to the extent of denying them access to using land to construct houses in some urban
areas of the zone and to their denial of adequate infrastructural facilities. For instance, the

Dant’as complain that the schools in their territory are inadequate in facilities as compared to

other areas even within the same ‘Woreda’. Moreover, the team identified that the zone and

h - - Y - sasures of power to redress the
woreda’ authorities often prefer to exercise different measu p
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grievances of Dant’a instead of showing willingness to accord and entertain their complaints

and claims (see Appendix fourteen).
On the other hand, the zone council argues in the report that,

“The Dant’as can not be considered as independent ethnic group who
are different from the Hadiyas according to the constitution.
Otherwise, their specific identity must be identified clearly and
assured by the government before they claim to have a seat of
representation at the zone level. As far as they compete with us in
election, which is free for any one, we should not be blamed for their
failure. We cannot also give them a seat of representation in the zone
level through their political organization, which has no legal ground.
Truly speaking, we have solved all problems, which exist at the
‘Woreda’ level in the past. Currently we assigned their own people in
leadership positions in all PAs where their population ratio is greater
than ours. Even we did not take any measure on many of their
members who were committing a crime by agitating their community
members not to pay the agricultural land tax. and payment of the
agricultural inputs taken on credit. If they had requested us to have
their own seat of representation at the zone level without competing in
the election, and claiming power and recognition as an independent
ethnic group, we would have given them a seat of representation” (see
Appendix fourteen, p: 6).

Nevertheless, the team lastly proposed the following recommendations as means of resolving

the conflict between the Dant’as and the government authorities in Hadya zone:

I Individuals with good outlook and administrative capacity of accommodating the interest
of all groups should be assigned in the council of the Sooro ‘Woreda™ which is higly
blamed by the Dant’as.

2. To avoid the existing political tension and confrontations in the area, the development
activities should be more focused in areas, which were disadvantaged in the past.

3. The mistakes, which were made during the. election of 1995, should not be repeated and
people must freely elect any one they like.

4. For not saying that they are Hadiya, the Dant’as should not be denied access to education.

employment, and other social and economic opportunities. In this regard, the zone council
b
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should take the necessary measures to change the outlook and behaviour of the executive

bodies at all levels.

5. Even though the Dant’as could not succeed in the last election, they should not be
prevented from having their own representatives at any level.

6. The zone council should also pay attention to promote the awareness of the people and
make them to know their rights and obligations (see Appendix fourteen page 7-8).
However, as my informants elaborate, the council of SNNPNS was not able to respond
adequately to the complaints of the Dant’a.éven though the team of lawyers proposed the
findings together with possible measures to be taken to improve the over-all relations of
Dant’a and the government authorities in Hadiya zone.

Gradually since 1999, the Dant'as who have been struggling for official recognition
and a seat of representation at the zone level have now started demanding to have at least their
own specific administrative unit of ‘Woreda' and a seat of representation in the regional and
national governments. Accordingly, the Dant'as4 applied to‘ the council of National Federation
and the council of SNNPNS, requesting a seat of represeﬁtation in the national and regional
levels through their letters written on October 19,1999 and October 22,1999 respectively (see
letters in Appendix fifteen). As my observation during a fieldwork of October and November
2000 indicates, the Dant'as who have been fragmemed into different zones since 1992 have
also been started to conduct meetings together with the Dantas in their ancestoral territory in
Sooro 'Woreda' of Hadiya Zone. In this regard; the geographical proximity of certain groups
of Dant'a to the community of Selt'i who have been mobilized to claim their own independent

zone since the 1997. and whose community groups have been fragmented into different zones
]

the same as that of Dant'a has greatly influenced them to be mobilized. and started to claim

their own independent unit of administration in a short period of time.

71



Subsequently, three individuals represented by the community of Dant'a were again

appealed their grievances to the Prime Minster's Office in February 2000. Based on this letter

of appeal, the Prime Minster's Office sent another central TPLF cadre to Hadiva Zone 1o

discuss on the issue of election 2000, and there-by to mediate the conflict between members
of the Dant'a and the government authorities in Hadiya Zone. Then, he called members of the
central committee of the HPDO and DPDO for a meeting on 21,April 2000, and both groups
reached a compromise. According to this compromise, the central committee of the HPDO
expressed its willingness for the second time, and signed an agreement to share a power at the
zone level with members of the DPDO just after the election of may 2000 is completed. In
turn, the central committee of the DPDO signed an agreement to resign from the election of
May 2000 because it was believed that the comp"etition between the candidates of the HPDO
and DPDO would negatively affect both parties, and it could be an opportunity for the success
of the opposing party known as the "Hadiya Nation Democratic Organization (HNDO).”
Thereafter, members of the central committees of the HPDO and DPDO agitated the people
of Hadiya and Dant'a in collaboration to make them elect the candidates of HPDO (see a
Minute in Appendix sixteen).

However, the HNDO, which has been a"member of the Southern Ethiopian Peoples
Democratic Coalition (SEPDC) and led by Dr Beyene Petros was able to win in election of
May 2000 because of its mass support. Accordingly, the HNDO secured almost all seats of
Hadiya in the Council of Representatives of Ethiopia, and more than seventy five percent of

the seats in the region and zone, thus gaining an overwhelming victory over the EPRDF in

Hadiya Zone (Tronvoll, 2000: 168-169). Nevertheless, members of the HPDO who have been

the administrators of the Hadiya zone since 1992 are not yet handed-over the zone

administration. even to members of the HNDO who won them in election of May 2000 let
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alone to share power with members of the DPD() according to their agreement of April
21,2000.

Currently, a wider community of Dant'a are strongly agitated by members of the
DPDO to get official recognition and to have their own specific *Woreda’. As my informants
from the central committee of the DPDO underline, the main objective of the DPDO is to
unite all communities of Dant'a in different zones into a single administrative and political
unit, which could ensure their representation in the zone, region and national levels. Moreover
because of this politicized ethnicity in the past few years, most of the Dant'as presently prefer
to be considered as an independent ethnic group, and recently started to oppose the idea of
being perceived as Kambatssa speaking communities until their claim of sharing a power in
the zone level is made practical. This is because their demand for having a representation in
Hadiya zone since 1992, and having specific ‘Woreda’ of their own can only be reality when
they claim distinct ethnicity as set by the policy of the EPRDF.

The members of DPDO emphasized their long-term plan of developing their own
culture and desire of promoting their language, history, and even educating the children of all
Dant'a in their ancestral language called "Kambatssa". But unfortunately enough, neither the
council of the SNNPNS nor the Prime Minster's Office were able to respond adequately to the
complaints of Dant'a community and tackle their grievances with dedication according to my
interview made with informants of Dant'a, to their recent letter of request to have a seat of
representation in the national level (see a letter in Appendix seventeen).

As a result of their discrimination in many ways, the socio- economic relations of
Dant'a with the neighbouring Hadiya have been affected negatively. Its impacts can also be
ance, the social institutions

observed in the day-to-day relations of both communities. For inst

in the local level such as Iddir, Equib, Mahiber, Sanbate and others which were previously
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accommodated people from any ethnic group on the basis of one's preference and economic

status are presently started to be established on the basis of ethic lines. Some of these

institutions, which accommodated people from any ethnic background are presently
disintegrated and became inactive. Moreover, the activities like house building, harvesting
and others, which need additional labour force, and usually accomplished by the assistance of
neighbors who form a working group known as "Gejja" are presently established on the basis
of ethnic lines as opposed to all-inclusive Gejjas before 1992,

On the other hand, as some of my informants who have been working in governmental
organizations argue and the existing reality in SNNPNS indicates, claiming distinct ethnicity
and demanding for new independent administrative zones and 'Woredas' is not only common
among the Dant'a, but also the main issue among many communities within the entire region.
For instance, the council of SNNPNS is recently forced to accept the request of certain
communities to be separated from their previous zones and become a new independent zones
and 'Woredas'. The Woleyeta, Dawro, Shaka, Gamo-Gofa, and Konta, Basketo, and Alaba are
cases in point. As a result, the SNNPNS which was known to be administratively divided into

eight zones and five specific 'Woredas' from 1995 to mid of 2000 now has thirteen zones and

eight specific 'Woredas'. Moreover, there have been many communities who still demand for

"Woredas' based on the EPRDF constitution, which allows

self-determination up to secession. Above all, there is no w

their own administrative zones and

ay of preventing any community

from its demand for being separated and claiming independent zone or 'Woreda' of its own.

and no one could predict where this process of demanding for an independent administrative

iopi itution allows self determination u
arrangements would end as far as the new Ethiopian constitution allc ¢ p

i i i ial discrimination since 1992 as the
to secession. Therefore, the Dant'as perceive their officia

consequence of the state policy, but notas a natural or accidental outcome.
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CHAPTER FIVE

Summary and Conclusions

In this study, attempts have been made to show the ethnic relations and socio-cultural
changes among the Dant'a of Southern Ethiopia in relation to the neighbouring communities.
In the introductory chapter, a brief discussion of the environment, occupation, economic
activities and agro-climatic zones of Dant'a and the neighbouring communities such as
Kambatta and Hadiya have been presented.

in the literature review chapter, various ethnic theories have been discussed in detail.
The terms ethnicity, ethnic group, ethnic identity, nation and nationality are defined from the
viewpoints of various scholars and historical overtime. According to most of the recent
scholars, the definition and meaning of ethnicity and its derivatives such as ethnic group and
ethnic identity are subject to change as a result of change in social, political, economic and
religious circumstances. The principal debate among scholars has been the one between
"primordialists” and "instrumentalists." According to Sociological School of primordialists,
ethnicity is a collective identity, which is deeply rooted, in historical experience of human
relations. The Socio-biological School of primordialists on the other hand argue that ethnicity
is at root a biological phenomenon of inheriting genetic endowments into future generations.

Conversely for instrumentalists, ethnicity is not a historical given at all, but rather a

dynamic and highly flexible phenomenon. It is an ideology that elites either construct or

deconstruct for opportunistic reasons or myth calculated to mobilize mass support for

economic or political goals. For extreme instrumentalists, ethnicity is a cynical myth or

expression of "false consciousness” to achieve a material benefit. Therefore, the polar
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extremes of advocating the primordial aspect of ethnicity and of instrumental opportunism
seldom account for the real behaviour of ethnic communities (Esman. 1994-10- 15).
Nevertheless, the instrumentalist theory clearly explains how a certain group of people
start to claim distinct identity, and becomes distinct ethnic group through time. It also further
elaborates what kind of circumstances can lead a certain group of people to be detached from
their community, and claim distinct identity, which were not common among their members.
In addition, the instrumentalist theory helps to elaborate how the Dant'as recently started to
consider themselves as distinct ethnic group fron.1 the neighbouring Kambatta and Kambatssa
speaking communities as a result of politicized ethnicity, which dominates other expressions
of identity since 1992. This claim of the Dant'as to have distinct identity seems to fit with the
notion of De Vos (1995:17) that "ethnic identity is a continually evolving social process,
sometimes occurring within a single generation." Moreover, the undergoing process among
the Dant'a matches with what Markakis (1998:127) argues: "what we see today is not the
atavistic remnants of an earlier age, but fairly recent creations changed by social and political
change." However, paying more emphasis to the instrumental theory in this concluding
remarks is not to deny the existence of a subjective, non-instrumental (primordial) element in
ethnic identity of Dant'a like their myth of having a common origin, which became a base for

claiming common descent and to be organised politically. Therefore, one conclusion of this

study might be that ethnic group and ethnic identity are social constructs defined by historical

conditions in which they emerge.

Subsequently, the inter-elite competition theoretical model helps to understand the

iti iti itie relevant in explaining how the
competition over political power and other opportunitics and p

) . - initially mobilized by their elites to demand
Dant'as and the neighbouring communities were initially :

i i ' ! s'. Moreover, this theoretical model
for change in names of their 'Awraja and 'Woreda
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indicates how discrimination motivates the Dant’as in Hadiya zone to become cohesive. and

gradually incorporates their community members in the neighbouring zones in the

competition of sharing power at the zone level and their recent demand for specific *Woreda’

of their own.

As the ethnography in chapter three indicates, the ethnic relations and socio-cultural
aspects of the Dant’a have undergone many changes in the last few decades. Their social,
political and economic relations with the neighbouring communities have also been affected
and changed due to the policies imposed on them by Ethiopian governments in different
periods. Their cultural relations with the neighbouring communities in terms of kinship,
marriage and religious systems are broadly described in relation to how they persisted,
maintained and changed over time in this study according to the views of Fredrick Barth as
mentioned in Kuper (1981: 105).

The conquest of Dant'as and their neighBouring communities by Menelik’s troops in
1892, and the establishment of the Gabbar system had resulted in eviction of many peasants
of Hadiya and others from their lands. Even though the Dant'as were not evicted from their
lands, they shared their produce and labour with landlords of Abyssinia not in a lesser way
than the peasants of Hadiya and other communities who shared their produce and evicted
from their lands. Some of the Hadiyas who were.evicted from their lands and whose mothers
were from Dant'a were able to settle in the territory of Dant'a by claiming land through their
mothers line who had an equal right of land inheritance from their parents the same as the
Dant’as male children.

As a result of the Hadiyas settlement in the territory of Dant'a through their long

established marriage relationships, cultivable land that was adequately available in the

: ithi rears. In turn, this scarcity of cultivable
territory of Dant'a became very scarce within a few ye
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had forced some of ' ; - —
land the Dant'as to leave their previous sedentary way of life, and move to

Omo valley where they could subsist on pastoral way of life together with some of the
Hadiyas whose livelihood is still based on pastoralism.

Subsequently, the Dant'as who were predominantly known to worship their traditional
religion of Hauzula spirit and Orthodox Christianity to some extent were mostly converted to
Protestant Christianity, particularly within the last thirty years. The conversion of Dant'as to
Protestant Christianity was resulted from the activities of protestant missionaries who accept
and employ a local language for teaching of the Bible as opposed to Orthodox priests who
often preach the Bible in 'Geeze', which is believed to be a sacred language for the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church. Consequently, the activities of missionaries in constructing schools,
clinics, health centres, roads and other infrastructural activities in the locality of Dant'a have
contributed a lot to their conversion to Protestant Christianity.

On the other hand, the high ratio of the Dant'as intermarriage with Hadiya, which led
many of their young age groups to shift from their ancestral language of Kambatssa to
Hadiyissa, has started to decline after ethnicity has been highly politicized since 1991,
Because of that the number of marriages performed among the Dant'a with members of the
neighbouring Kambatssa speaking communities have been increasing significantly.
Moreover, their specific cultural elements have also been used to mobilize the Dant'as and

make them to demand for their representation at the zone and 'Woreda' levels after they have

been administratively set into the Hadiya zone.

Since then. the Dant'as awareness of claiming independent territory, independent

- )
political governance, distinct traditional administrative system and genealogical descent as
their distinguishing cultural aspects have increased more than any other time in their history.

Accordingly many of the Dant'as presently prefer to claim distinct identity and behave as if
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they have been totally different from the neigboring Kambatta and the remaining Kambatssa

speaking communities when they discuss the issue of their political representation with
political appointees of the EPRDF government. This is because their demand for having a
representation in Hadiya zone or having a specific 'Woreda' of their own can only be a reality
when they claim distinct ethnicity as set by the policy of the EPRDF. If this recent claim of
distinct ethnic identity by the Dant’as to succeed in their demand for representation continues
and their younger generation is socialized by the EPRDF ideology, which politicise ethnicity
and emphasize cultural differentiation more than similarity, the Dant’as would develop into
an independent ethnic group in the near future. Likewise, the existing perception of the
neighoring Kambattas towards the Dant’as might also be changed gradually in the coming
years.

In the discussion of ethnic relations in chapter four, three periods of ethnic interactions
are identified. The first and the second parts of this chapter are focused on ethnic relations of
Dant'a and the neighbouring communities during Haile Sellasse and Derg regimes
respectively. The policy of designing the administrative map of the country and naming the
administrative units of 'Awraja’ and 'Woredas' with no consideration of settlement patterns
and population distribution of various ethnic groups during the regimes of Menelik and Haile
Sellasse have been the main cause for an escalation of conflicts in subsequent periods of the
Derg and the EPRDF regimes. Accordingly, the conflict among the Dant'a and the
neighbouring comminutes during the Haile Sellaése and the Derg regimes was associated with

an issue of renaming the "Kambatta Awraja" and "T'ambaro Woreda" which could represent

all community groups who live in these administrative divisions. In this regard, the Haile

Sellasse's regime could not able to treat adequately the conflict among these communities by

taking the necessary measures for its resolution.
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ver, th i .
However, the Derg regime was able to resolve the conflict between the communities

of Kambatta and Hadiya by renaming the name "Kambatta Awraja" into "Kambatta and

Hadiya Awraja" in May 1976. Nevertheless, the Derg government failed to resolve the
conflict associated with "Woreda" name inhabited by the Dant'as, the two groups of Hadiya
(Agar and Sooro) and others. That is why this conflict is continued to be protracted and

devastating to human and material resources of the study area.

After the collapse of the Derge regime in 1991, the EPRDF divided the administrative
map of the country into various regions, zones and ‘Woredas’ along ethnic or linguistic lines.
Because of this policy, which doesn't take local conditions into consideration, and the
formations of these administrative units in a hurry, the Dant'as have been fragmented into four
different zones the Gurage, Hadiya, Semen Omo and Kambatta, Alaba and T'ambaro (KAT).
As a result of this administrative arrangement, the Dant'as in their homeland territory were
detached from KAT zone and grouped into the Hadiya zone without their interest. The
grouping of the Dant'as into Hadiya zone and the politicization of ethnicity since the EPRDF
came to power have resulted in other conflicts. For instance, there is competition between
members of the DPDO and the HPDO who are supported by the Dant'as and who hold

political power in Hadiya zone respectively.

The discrimination of Dantas by members of "HPDO who became government

authorities since 1992 and their conflict associated with the name of their ‘Woreda’ has

become a bone of contention in the Hadiya zone. Because of the official discrimination

against the Dant’as in social, political and economic affairs, the day-to-day relation of Dant'as

with the neighbouring Hadiyas has been adversely affected. These conflicts over power and

various other opportunities indicate that the EPRDF government failed in resolving the inter-

ethnic conflicts in Hadiya zone.
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Truly speaking, the tension and ethno-political conflicts between both groups in

Hadiya zone might be resolved if the power at the zone level is shared, and the Dant'as

demand for equal opportunities for education, Job and other activities has been entertained

adequately. In this regard, the three regimes and their leaders seem to lack foresight in
designing an appropriate policy, which considers a local condition and political will to
preempt the ethnic conflict before it emerges. Particularly, the EPRDF regime should be able
to respond creatively and genuinely to Dant'as’ anci others’ grievances before they have been
mobilized and the Dant'as started to challenge thelgovernment by refusing the payment of the
agricultural land tax. As a result, the opposition against the name Sooro Wereda by Agar
Hadiyas and Dant'as is still persisted.

Even though dividing the country on the basis of ethnic lines seems to be a well sound
ideological principle for the EPRDF, the practical realities in Hadiya and the other
neighbouring zones in Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples National State (SNNPNS)
appeared to invite problems that would be beyond the capacity of this regime to address and
control. As a result, many communities in SNNPNS are now separated from their previous
zones and became new zones and specific ‘Woredas’ based on the new EPRDF constitution,
which allows self-determination up to secession. Therefore, the EPRDF seems to be
responsible for aggravating the ethnic conflict and the disintegration of communities into
different administrative zones and ‘Woredas’ in SNNPNS by taking ethnicity as a basis for
the formation of the administrative regions, zones and ‘Woredas® and by allowing
communities to claim separate administration and secession at any time in its constitution.

Moreover, the existing reality confirms to what Esman (1994:30) writes: "once an

ethnic mobilization is underway, however, the ensuing conflicts may develop a momentum

that is difficult to control." Therefore, revising the political map of the SNNPNS seems to be
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very crucial because its policy of dividing the zones and "Woredas® along ethnic lines with no

consideration of local conditions creates tensions and confusion among many communities,
which had previously co-existed harmoniously.

In addition, the plan of the Dant’a Peoples Democratic Organization (DPDO), which
desires to unite the Dant’as in different zones would further aggravates problems of
separation in the near future in the neighbouring zones unless some kind of solution is
achieved. Fortunately, if there had not been religious similarity, long established marriage
relationships and tolerance between members of the Dant’a and Hadiya as well as other
conflicts that can be resolved at a local level had not been carefully handled by long-sighted
elders of both groups, the politicization of ethnic difference since 1991 would have resulted in
civil war of both communities.

In the final analysis, the over-all change in socio- cultural aspects and the ethnic
relations of the Dant'a has been not only the outcome of their social interactions with the
neighbouring communities, but also shaped by constraints resulting from policies imposed on
them by the central governments of Ethiopia since 1892. Moreover, the Dant'as of today are
not the same aé the Dant'as of yesterday in many of their cultural aspects and their relations
with the neighbouring communities. Therefore, one might conclude that the theoretical shift
to interactional approach of Fredrick Barth in the study of societies is more relevant to

------

historical over time, and the actual picture of the Dant'a in existing condition as opposed to
b

the early days of static functional theory, which treats the cultural content of every society as

a closed entity.
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Appendix two
August 21/1988

T Ethiopian People Democratic Republic of the Government council Addis
Ababa
Reason: Opposition against the name Sooro.

As Ethiopia has been the mother of big mountains, plains and historical places,
since thousand years of independence names are given to administrative divisions
on‘the basis of historical and local conditions of people. The reason why this
district was stayed to be called by its previous name known  as T ambaro was

because of our opposition against a newly given name called Sooro which does

not represent all communitics and accounts for only one-sixth of the tot f
population living in the distrizt
The description of communi jes living in our district 1s @ foll

A. The community of [Dabamoo have seven major clans Kknown as Gojjena,

Kingigilla, Zambaco, Jauka, Dolla and Gujeya.
B. The community of Jonga have seven major clans known as sinteyana,

curesso, orego, Lambuda, Len&o, magalala and Matefarasa.

C. the community of Agar Hadiya have seven major clans know as Hayeba,

Haballo, Wayabo, Bad0go, Bargagea, Hojje and Dawa.

D. the Community of " ambaro have seven major clans known as TaseCo,

Yageto, Kuinico, Agarco, Sambatico, Abeco and Waseco.
E. The community of Laura have seven clans

F. The community of £00r0 Hadiya divided into four major clans know as

Habaro, Hadea, Sakana and BoSoana.

- ’ . : e divi ‘nto four major clans know as
G. The community of AUC Amhara is divided 10 naj

- . . e,
Dildilla, Hemeo, Sant ara and Enegal

A.



Currently, the communities of T'ambaro and half of the Donga are detached from
us and became a new independent district named "Omoseleko". but the
remaining communities such as Dubammo, Agar Hadiya, Sooro Hadiya. At'ic
Ambhara and half of Donga ore still living in this district.

In December 1988, elders from each community were invited by authorities of
our district to attend a meeting a and name our district. Then, we nominate three
names such "Hadiya and Dubammmo:", "Sonkolla and Dansi". and "Sonkolla and

Langea" as a possible alternatives.

However, these names ignored and the name of our woreda became Sooro without
our knowledge and agreement. Therefore, we request our district should not be
called by the name Sooro and the name which could represent all community

croups in the woreda will be given.
Ethiopia be first

Names and Signatures of Applicants
1. Kassa Gebre
2. Beyissa Geimisso

3. Makebo Medigo
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Appendix Three

October 1/1989

To: Kambatta and Hadiya Workers Party Committee Office
Hossana
Reason: To inform about the illegal action committed by Head of the Economy and Social

Affairs of Kambatta and Hadiya Workers Party named comrade Tadesse Tilahun.

As it is informed above, the Ethiopian Peoples Democratic Republic of National

Assembly decided in its second round meeting all woredas in the country have to be renamed

Awrajas. Accordingly, our T'ambaro Woreda also renamed Awraja, but comrade Tadesse
Tilahun committed the following illegal actions:

For instance during the feudal system, our woreda administrator named kanazmach

seyoum Anore was started to use a new stamp of Sooro Woreda without our knowledge, but the

stamp was registered because the opposition from Dubammo, Donga and T'ambaro
communities. In addition, similar situation was emerged in 1978, 1979 and 1981, but tl
was again ejected because we were able to convince government authorities as the stamp having

the name Sooro could not represent all community groups in the woreda. However, by the
leadership of comrade Tadesse Tilahun an study was conducted in PAs where the Sooro Hadivas
are the majority and invited elders for meeting only from Sorro Hadiyas. Therefore, we inform

you that the information gathered by the leadership of comrade Tadesse Tilahun does not

incorporate other community groups.

Ethiopia the first!
Name of applicants and signature,
Biyessa Giemisso

Makebo Miedigo
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Appendix Five

April 10/1989

To: Ethiopian Peoples Democratic Republic of Southern Shoa Administration Office
Ziway.
Reason: Request for a solution to a problem in our Administrative Area of T'ambaro Woreda in
Kambatta and Hadiya Awraja.

As it is mentioned above in the topic, we opposed the decision which was made to
rename the name T'ambaro Woreda into Sooro Awraja because it does not represent all
community groups living in this administrative division except the descendants of four brothers
such as Hadea, Habaro, Shako and Bosha, and who were descended from their ancestor
Boyammo and accounts for only one-sixth of the woreda's population.

Regarding the name of the woreda we agreed and nominated three possible new names to
our woreda and informed to Ethiopian people Democratic Republic of Government Council |
our application letters after the second meeting of National Assembly was held on D
1988 such as "Dubammo and Hadiya", "Sahkolla and Dansi" and "Sank'olla and Langea

Subsequently, we applied to offices of line Ministries at various levels, and we stll
waiting for a response because we are not aware of whether our application letters were
adequately investigated or not.

As the result of a delay in renaming our Awraja, the contradiction among different

communities is increasing from day-to-day, and the Sooro Hadiyas have started to intimidate

members of other community groups.

Therefore, we apply here with great respection enough attention and final solution is to

s written to office of government council, the central committee of the

be given to our application |
ttee, Office of Ministers council

Ethiopian party, the Ethiopian workers party of control commi

and Ministry of Domestic Affairs.



Applicants name and signature.
1. Kassa Gebre

Beyissa Giemisso

Makebo Miedigo

Deneke Dogisso

Petros Hayayo

Kukore Dutebo

Kassa Lafebbo

N o v A W R

C.C. Southern Shoa Peasant  Association office, Ziway

"n n

Domestic Affars office, Ziway

n n

Police office Ziway

n n

Youth office Ziway
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Appendix seven

To : Hadya zone council office Hassana.

We, the applicants of this letter are the representatives of more than seventeen clans of
Agar Hdiya live in sooro ‘wereda’ as it has become an obvious for everyone as we are
not able to benefit from social, political and economic services undergoing in our area for
many S'ears due to the violation of human and democratic rights of constitution. In
particular, because of power domination by only Sooro Hadiya starting from PA level,
disregard, tension and hatred are wide spreading among people of the * woreda’. More
over, members of Sooro Hadiya started to inform officially as they will fight with us if

we do not stop protesting against the name Sooro.

These all problems are the outcome of not resolving our questions genuinely. Therefore,
the zone council is responsible for any kind of danger that would occur on our property

and us.
With greetings

C.C

- EPRDF office Addis Ababa
- SNNPNC office Awassa
-HPDO office Hassana

Applicants
1. Dana Petors Hyayo

2. Abegaz Gintamo wlgano

(98]

Yohannis Gagure

4. Abule Lambamo
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APPENDIX EIGHT

Name of Individuals Attended the Civil

Service College of Ethiopia From Hadiya
Zone in Seven Consecutive Rounds

e - —
$r.No Name Field of Study | conie & | Woreda -
1. | Tadesse Alemayehu Law Hadiya Vi i
2. |Belachew Ansheso Law Hadiya Lemmo | First
3. | Admasu Ashebo Law Hadiya Badawacho | First

4. | Ermacho Hobbe Accounting Hadiya Misha Firet.

5. | Ashenafe Legebo Economics Hadiya Badawacho | First

6. | Mekonen Tadesse Economics Hadiya Lemmo | First

7. | Tesfaye Abera Law Hadiya Misha Second

§. | Admassu Sugammo Law Hadiya | Sooro Second

9. | Tesfaye Abebe Accounting Hadiya | Sooro | Second
10 | Tefera Molla Economics Masmas | Lemmo | Second

I. | Yirga Handisso Accounting Hadiya Misha ‘Second

12. | Gemede Dollicho Economics Hadiya Lemmo Third :
3. | Mulatu Abebe Law Hadiya Lemmo Third |

14 | Exjabo Ersido Taw Endegannic | Misha Third |

I5. | Zeritu Desta Accounting Masmas Lemmo Third }
| 16, | Girma Osse Law Hadiya Misha Fourth |
| 17, [ Milkias Abeyo Law Hadiya Misha Fourth
BN Desalegn Tochoro Law Hadiya Misha Fourth
] Lemma G/Egziabiher Law Hadiya Misha F:ourth
o Alemu Molloro Law Hadiya Misha Iiourtll
71| Shegute Brtiro Law itegalifio ) Jsmmbd onndil
T Feleke Lintammo Law panta - l;?,unh —
? Ayele Ayanno Law padiya _—_Limmo M”ﬂ,‘ —
T Yohannis Gichamo Accounting mﬂ# A,I‘fmmof o
B Vo Taho [ Accomtng | Pedy___| Lemmo |
\26\ \Tgn\cfoﬁolisso m Mg”id_l,\,l—a—l—kli -
S O DS o

1




2

D Field of § Ethnic ——
Suraje Abdella Civil Enginetel:;yg Tl;::i‘;i;round : Woreda gc::;d
Yosef Lailore Civil Engineer; T GO fourth 3
L Engineering | Hadiay Lemmo 1 —
Worku Desalegn Civil Engineering | Hadia — ﬁ)ur,lh
_ y Lemmo fourth
Argaw Getahun Civil Engineering | Amhara Lemmo | fo
Demisse Said Accounting Selti o fmmh !
Fantu Danballo Accounting En d;:gaﬁﬁc = . “u”h ‘
Zelalem Desta Accounting M g - ’f?t}_r_ll] |
Elias Sugebo Accounting H:j::S lSucmmo — ‘()linh |
Petros Sawo Accounting Hadiya SZ:: —;:_:::: ;
Teshome Abune Accountin Hadi g
Mulugeta Dunammo Accountinz H:jgj ii::: —t‘o.-l‘]—nh ‘
é : died I
— Acowlng [Tl [Soow [fowh
Tamirat Helebo Accounting Hadiya — fourth “
Desalegn Latebo Accounting Hadiya 1 Sooto- [aesth '
Iekadu Jalebo Economics Hadiya | Sorro I fourth
Lobba Bachore Economics Hadiya Soo | fourth
Samuel Watero Law Masmas Sorro fourth
Ayelech Menno Law Hadiya Badewocho | fourth
Ermias Olbammo Law Hadiya Badewocho | fourth
Ayele Hegena Law Hadiya Badewocho | fourth |
Asfaw Abede Law Hadiya Badewocho | fourth N
Melesse Alemu Law Hadiya Badewocho | fourth |
Dawit Demesse Economics Hadiya Badewocho | fourth T
Tilahun Anore Accounting Hadiya Badewocho | died
Gebre Gagge Accounting Hadiya Badewocho | fourth |
Eyasu Tesfaye Accounting Hadiya Badewocho | fourth ]
Temesgen Ermako Accounting Hadiya Misha fourth -
Alemu Leranso Accounting W_— Sooro fourth |
Tamirat Ashebo Civil Engineering m/i’”“m | forth (dicd)
,ISCSIG Habiso WW—" Badawocho o
Tockogn A | Taw | Hadive. rth
DI R« - = U




r’" Name

Field of Study Ethnic | Attended |
Lajore Sibammo Accounting %ﬁmd SO:’:’:reda rou:i’h“'?d, § 15
Selamu Beyessa Accounting Hadiya Sooro e )
Samuel Abafit'a Accounting Hadiya e —
Dasta Abullo Accounting Hadiya T .
Belaynesh Menedo Accounting W Sooro | fourth '
Felekech Tekle Accounting Hadiya e |
‘Bayush Horamo Accounting Hadiya - — T Tourth :
Hirut Abate Accounting Hadiya Misha T Tourth ‘
Tamirat G/mariam Economics Endeganife | Misha | fourth |
Tefera Tadesse Civil Engineering | Hadiya Lemmo | fourth ‘
Brihanu Shaffi Accounting Selti Lemmo fourth |
Melesse Ayamo Accounting Hadiya Lemmo fourth ’
Mulatu Gichamo Accounting Hadiya Mesha fourth ’
Hirut Dilebo Economics Hadiya Lemmo 5* |
Daniel Hosesso Civil Engineering | Hadiya Lemmo B |
Shokollo Azmach Law Hadiya Misha e 1
Markos Darello Law Hadiya Sooro 6"
Mulugeta Molloro Accounting Hadiya Sooro 6"
Fekadu T'umsido Accounting Hadiya Sooro 6"
Berhanu Sulito Accounting Hadiya Sooro 6"
Tefera Zewde Accounting Hadiya Sooro T
Dillamo Offoro Management Hadiya Sooro 7"
Ermako Bin€hamo Management Hadiya Misha T
Alemu Zewde Management Alabn Misha 7
Matewos Maldoye Economics Hadiya Misha 7
Solomon Tafesse Accounting Hadiya Misha 7 N
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Appendix Twelve

To: Southern Nation Nationalities and peoples National State Education

Bureau Awassa.
To: Hadiya Zone Council Office Hassana.

Reason: The Appeal of a Teacher Getahun Nuramo

The teacher whose name is mentioned above has appealed to our regional council as he
was transferred without his knowledge and mistake from shokbera Junior secondary
school in Kontebe district of Hadiy zone to Darawit Junior secondary school in Lemmu
district of Hadiya zone. We remember the letters were wrote to your organization based
on these teacher’s appeals firstly, in November 22/1993 in No./ 002/ 53/256 and

Secondly. in February 19/1994 in No. /002/1701

Currently, the individual is again appealed to our office in February 29/1994 by
mentioning as he and his family are exposed to famine because he was denied his salary
for successive four moths and no solution was given to letters written by our regional

council.

Therefore, were strongly request you for the third time to pass the necessary order to
Education department of the zone to pay the individual’s salary and transfer him to his

previous school.

With greetings,

Girma Gichama Head of Education Regional Council
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Appendix Thirteen

No. 680/89
Date: June 13,1997

To: Sooro District Court Office
Gimblg

PO/O/% inl]av]d:]165/39
Pa/@/gelavd], 174/89

Plaintiff: Attorney of Sooro District
Defendants: 1. Getahun Nuramo Address Hossana town; Age 35
2. Tesfaye Dalkasso Address Gimbiéu town; Age 38
. Tadele Makebo Address Hosssana town, Age 26
4. Admasu Haile Address Hahora PA, Age 35
5. Wolde Mechale Hailmariam Address Sibiya and Arara PA, Age45

(U5

6. Daffar K’atisso Address Gimbicu town; Age 63
Crime: Being disobedient to respect the law in No. [ojav[in/4:/32/1/ u and 361

Description of Crime:

The defendants mentioned above are accused together with others who are not still
§ o nla

detained because of agitating 950 people at Gimbi¢u town and other peopie mn

Lk react
BonaDebora and Dant’aBidik’a peesant Associations not to pay land tax and to re

TN

against the state.
{

NET : e ix are additionally accused
Secondly, the individuals mentioned from number four to six are ¢

18 ¢ it which is
because of refusing to pay a land tax and the debt of fertilizer taken on credit which 1

about 3176 Birr.

Getahun Daboche
rp ‘
Head of Attorney office 0l

Sooro District
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