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Abstract 

The production, mediation and critical reception of Modem African Literature was 

bound with the Eurocentric framework until the emergence of the post-colonial theory 

which fully crystallized in the 1980s. Since the appearance of The Empire Writes Back 

(1989) which ushered in a typological revision of critical theory, however, dogmatic 

universalism has been subverted in a bid for paradigm shift from a monolithic critical 

theory to polyphonic canons. 

All the more, the Orientalists' defiance of the Eurocentric standard of literatures has 

triggered introspective indigenous authors to reclaim their history, language and 

culture. Bearing such assumption in mind, this study was designed to determine tne 

post-colonial trajectories as reflected in mainstream Anglophone African novel 

(ca. 1970 -2000). 

Structurally, the study is organized into four parts and eight chapters. In the Preliminary 

chapters (1-3), an attempt has been made to shed light on the matrices of and the major 

issues in the study of Modem African Literature together with the theoretical 

framework. The Second Part, where the bulk of the work is concentrated, deals with a 

contrapuntal reading of selected East, West and southern African post-colonial novels 

in that order under three independent chapters (4-6). 

The post-colonial obsessions such as tyranny, exile, resistance and representation, 

endemic xenophobia, underdevelopment, economic dependency, rampant corruption 

dominance of patriarchal ideology, ordeals of the intellectual and sycophancy of the 

clergy have been captured vividly in the novels cited. 

These malpractices are coupled with other variations of oppression like the race-class 

metamorphosis, militarism, political atrophy and neo-colonialist patronage prevalent in 

the referent countries. The contemporary works reflect the spirit of the generation of 

'angry young men' who are critical of the status quo and determined to put the record 

straight as aggressively as possible. 

The perpetuation of such an anomalous phenomenon is primarily attributed to internal 

colonization, the ineptitude of African demagogues and mass/intellectual resignation 

rather than British colonialism per se. In spite of the gloom, however, the cosmic vision 

of these novelists is one of optimism that heralds the probability of a conditional 

change for the better, however, late. 

The Third Part (Chapter Seven) dwells upon a comparative analysis of these novels 

with a view to determining their thematic convergence and stylistic parallelism which 

v 



traverse nations and regions across mainstream Anglophone Africa. The comparative 

approach, thus, reveals that all the novels in question except Disgrace (1999) invariably 

partake thematic and stylistic intertextuality as an expression of political resistance and 

cultural renaissance. 

While the subject matter of Anglophone African Literature has commanded unanimity, 

the question of decolorising its medium of expression still engenders emotive debates 

between the adherents of appropriation and abrogation of English. After all, the 

dominance of English-some times described chauvinistically as-The Chosen Tongue­

Moore (1969), has already impacted upon the African cultural productions. 

Consequently Anglophone African novelists who grapple with the language politics 

have ventured to decenter RS-EngJish in favor of 'english' which involves editorial 

intrusions and deviations from the normative usage. Thus, one of the most outstanding 

achievements of the Post-colonial dialogue with or an act of writing back to the 

Imperial Center (Britain) is the empowerment of an alternative textual strategy without 

recourse to the traditional prescriptive rules. 

The Fourth Part, which draws upon its antecedents and recapitulates the findings of the 

study, is followed by its implications for post-colonial African writers, curriculum 

designers and Eurocentric literary critics. The major implications underpin the 

maintenance of Aristotle's "Golden Mean" and avoidance of extremes, which is 

believed to be compatible with the age ofmulti-culturalism and globalisation. 

Thus, the third generation of Anglophone African novelists (ca. 1970 - 2000) has 

evolved an eclectic approach to the criticism of Modern African Literature in order to 

accommodate its peculiarities such as thematic 'parochialism' and cultural hybridity 

due to the accidents of history. 
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1m Chapter One: Introduction 

1.1 The Socio-Political and Historical Matrix 

Unlike Western literature which de-emphasizes the socio-historical context of 

cultural critique to the point of maneuvering a paradigm shift, modern African 

literature is definitely inseparable from the cultural evolution of the continent. The 

significance of this reciprocal relationship between modern African history and 

modern African literature is reiterated by influential Afrocentric writers and critics 

that the African writer appears to be more of a teacher than an artist proper 

entrusted with the responsibility of reasserting his/her historical, linguistic and 

cultural identity. 

By the same token, Ngugi (1972) underpins the significance of such a framework 

for creative literature whether it is within Africa or in the other Commonwealth 

countries as follows: 

Literature does not grow or even develop in a vacuum ' it is given 
impetus, shape direction and even area of concern by social, 
political and economic forces in a particular society. The relationship 
between creative literature and other forces cannot be ignored, 
especially in Africa, where modern literature has grown against the 
gory background of European imperialism and its changing 
manifestations like slavery, colonialism and neocolonialism. Our 
culture over the last hundred years has developed against the same 
stunt dwarfing background (Cited in Cook and Okenimkpe 19). 

This standpoint reveals that Ngugi does not dissociate African literature from 

African history, which, over the centuries, has been dynamic and eventful with the 

peculiar experience of slavery, the subjugation brought about by colonialism, and 

neo-colonialism in which case its natural resources were drained, labor exploited, 

national pride denigrated and traditional values disrupted. Thus, Post-Colonial 

Studies cannot afford to do without a consideration of their socio-political and 

historical settings. 

In fact, the chronicle of modern African history is so vast a field that could hardly 

be sufficiently covered in a single introductory chapter. Irrespective of such 

limitations, however, an attempt has been made to provide a cursory review of its 

watersheds ranging from the pre-colonial era to the post-independence period in 

order to evoke the socio-political atmosphere against which the contemporary 

, 



African literature in general and that of mainstream Anglophone African novel in 

particular is set. 

1.1.1 A Glimpse of Pre-Colonial Africa 

The 15th century was a significant landmark in the history of Africa as it marks the 

continent's contact with Europe for the first time. This contact had opportunities as 

well as challenges. On the one hand, it arguably brought about bilateral benefits in 

the sphere of commercial process whereby the continent was incorporated into the 

international trading system and exchange of expertise. 

On the other hand, this encounter ushered in an era of a painful human tragedy or 

the wicked trafficking of fell~w humans known as the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 

which was the purchase and transport of black Africans into bondage and servitude 

in the New World. The slaves were one of t~e elements of the triangular economic 

cycle. The profits made from the global trade of sugar, tea and coffee were the 

major driving forces behin~ the triangular trade. For centuries, it provided 

substantial quantities of. vehture capital ' for the industrial revolution and the 

development of the European economy. The Triangular Trade arid its infamous 

Middle Passage-which spanned. from the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries 

involved four continents and · the lives and fortunes of over millions of 

people.(http://en.wikipedia.orgl/wkilatlantic-slave-trade). 

Map of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade (Source: MSN Encarta) 
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The lave Trade was attributed to the shortage of labor in the New World as a result 

of which European traders had to turn to Western Africa to meet the demands fo r 

labor. All the more, some historians argue that the Slave Trade led to a massive 

drain of labor like the contemporary brain-drain-vital means of production the loss 

of which retarded indigenous technology and productive activity. 

In this regard, Rodney (1973 : 103) observes that ' to discuss trade between African 

and Europeans in the pre-colonial period is to disc~ss the slave trade. ' The ~acto~s 

that played the greatest role in the abolition of the Slave Trade in the Eighteenth 

century range from moralistic concerns to the findings of scientific research which 

were in favor of the potential of Black mind or caliber. In spite of its temporal 

distance, the impact of slavery is strongly felt in the contemporary African iiterature 

that it marks the roots of cultural hybridity and racism to-date. 

1.1.2 The Triple Burdens of Colonialism [19-mid 20th Century]. 

Colonialism is a term that refers to the political ideologies which legitimated the 

modern invasion, occupation and exploitation of inhabited lands by overwhelming 

external ·military powers. According to Davidson (1994), this term appeared in t!'e ' 

context of Marxism-Leninism and became a cornerstone of the discourse of 

resis~ance during the 20th century. It was meant to counter the positive connotations 

attached to the use of "colonization" which ~as understood as a legitimate 

"civilizing mission" often reinforced by a religious agenda or evangelization. 

Apparently, the exposure of Africa to Western exploration dates back to the end of 

the 18th century which paved the way for the Partition of Africa. At the Berl in 

Conference (1884-1885), these colonial powers defined their spheres of influence 

and laid down rules for future occupation on the Coasts of Africa and for navigation 

of the Congo and the Niger Rivers. 

\In the Scramble for Africa, which coincided with the process · of economic 

transformation known as imperialism, Britain had the lion's share across East and 

West and Southern Africa. Imperialism is an expansion of capitalism on a 

worldwide scale in the wake of Industrial Revolution (Lenin 1916: 64) via 

colonialism, which legitimated the modern invasion, occupation and exploitation of 
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inhabited lands by external military powers. For the local populations, however, it 

implied the forcible elimination of resistance, the imposition of alien rules. and the 

parasitic utilization of natural resources including manpower. 

Colonialism was, thus, perceived as a totalizing event, which defined the world in 

terms of binary oppositions such as the relationship of the colonized to the 

colonizer. the margin to the centre. As Edward Said (1978) in his Orienlalism 

pointed out that the imperialist powers had to create another or the Orient in order 

to define themselves as the center. 

All the more, .the inter-war policies of colonialism, in spite of their variance 

systematically programmed colonized people to perceive themselves as 

marginalized in relation to this psychological construct via paternalism and 

assimilation. These ideals found expression in the sy'stems of indirect and direct 

rules (Crowder 1964). 

The British model introduced the practice of decentralized administration as a result 

of which colonial officials and district officers retained the authority to evolve .a 

system of government adaptable to local circumstances. The practice was, therefore 

essentially empirical rather than uniform. Wherever possible, indigenous political. 

structures were incorporated into' the system of indirect rule designed to reduce 

tensions and minimize financial cost (Lugard 1965). 

On the contrary, the French doctrine ofassociatio~ and assimilation implied that the 

African people were not free to achieve their own political independence but would 

be ultimately entitled to French citizenship provided that they were loyal to colonial 

authority and willing to embrace the metropolitan culture. In the mean time. the 

French education policy had become an important instrument of cultural 

assimilation through the establishment of schools with a colonial model curricula 

and the subsidence of local languages as the media of instruction. 

This psychological onslaught was, in spite of its futility, intended to maintain 

cultural hegemony over the subject people via economic and political control, which 

ensured power over the whole range of the cultural domain. However, ' The French 

Policy of Cultural Assimilation turned the attention of the assimile back upon the 

one factor which the colonizer wanted him to forget- his blackness" (Nl osi 1965 :7). 
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Regarding the pros and cons of colonialism, two noticeable viewpoints have 

emerged. According to Davidson (1964), a largely discredited view suggests that 

colonialism came about because of Africa's needs rather than those of Europe that 

direct colonization was deemed necessary to ensure the complete destruction of the 

Slave Trade and stimulate further progress within Africa. 

The radical alternative to this view suggests that political and economic forces were 

manipulated by the imperial powers for their own benefit, as colonialism was a 

precondition for the expansion of imperialism which is beIieved to be the policy of 

extending the control {)f authority over foreign entities as a means of acquisition 

and/or maintenance of empires, either through direct territorial control or through 

indi'rect methods of exerting control on the politics and/or economy of other 

countries. Moreover" as Rodney maintains in How Europe Underdeveloped Africa 

(1972:151), 

The common factor underlyin~ the' overthrow of traditional African rulers in East, 

West Central, North and South Africa was ,-attributed to their resistance Jr 

disobedience to Europe's imperial ambitions. It was the only factor that mattered 

with anti-slavery sentiments being at best supe'rfluous and at worst calculated 

hypocrisy. -

He further asserts that the economic and political contradictions that , produced 

Africa's underdevelopment and continue to plague Africa even today are rooted in 

colonialism. Among other things, colonialism laid the roots of neocolonialism in 

Africa by creating Africa's economic dependency on the international capitalist 

system. Thus, the triple burdens of colonialism are known to have aggravated t~,e 

plight of Africa both before and after colonization. 

5 



• BRITISH 

FRENCH 

SPANISH 

o PORTUGUESE 

BEL.GE 

_GERMAN 

!TAL.IAN o INDEPENDENT 

AFRICA 1914 

(Source: . http://www.fresno.k12.ca.us/divdeptlsscience/podcasts.html) 

1.1. 3 The Ideals and Challenges of Independence (1960s-20001 

Following the end of the Second Word War (1945), the European colonial powers 

were physically and psychologically waning as a result of which the balance of 

international power shifted to the United States of America (USA) and the former 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). 

Subsequently, there was a further development along the same direction, which 

heralded the birth of the United Nations instead of the discredited League of 

Nations, at San Francisco (April - June 1945) when the latter failed to deal 

effectively with international affairs. In complianct! with the· Atlantic Charter 

adopted by the USA and Britain (duly signed by Roosevelt and Churchill), the UN 

called for progress towards ending colonial rule or the formal achievement of 

independence. 
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As a result, African nationalism - essentially, one of the demand for anti-colonial 

change and independence - had already moved ahead across Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The independence struggle was vigorously waged against British colonialism, in 

East, Central, West and Southern Africa under the banner or national sovereignty.' 

The messianic nationalist parties were thus spearheading liberation movements 

envisaging a range of strategic ideals such as national unification, political stability, 

modernization, economic prosperity, universal suffrage and prevalence of social 

justice in the wake of independence. The vanguard of these movements like Kwame 

Nikrumak; Jomo Kenyatta, Milton Obote, Julius Nyerere, Robert Mugabe, Kenneth 

Kaund.a and Nelson Mandela are ever memorable among others. 

·In fact, Ghana was the first Sub-Saharan African country to achieve independence 

in 1957 after a decade of protests, riots and clashes. Nkrumah, well aware of his 

status as the head of the first West African nation to emerge from colonialism, had a 

dream of leading the continent into a Marxist future. This required a Republican 

. form of government, which Ghana achieved in 1960 under the presidency of 

Nkrumah. 

However, Nkrumah's authoritarian rule, coupled with a collapse due to the national 
.. . 

economic crisis, prompted a military coup when the President was in China for a 

state visit (1966). Subsequently, the country has witnessed the meteoric rise and fall 

of largely exploitative, neocolonialist regimes. Currently, however, Ghana seems to 

have restored a civilian government following Jerry Rawlings' consent to launch a 

presidential election campaign. Even recently, Ghana has gratifyingly enough, set 

an exemplary model for peaceful transition by relinquishing power to the victorious 

opposition Party which won the parliamentary election. 

The independence of Ghana (1957) followed by that Guinea (1958) thus brought 

about a set off a chain-reactions of nationalist -demands that more than seventeen 

sovereign African nations came into existence across East, West, Central and 

Southern Africa in a single decade. In the West, Nigeria (1960), Sierra Leon (1961) 

and Gambia (1965)-all former British colonies-joined the family of free and 

independent states. In the East, Somalia (1960), Tanzania (1961) Uganda (1962) 

~enya (1963) and Zambia (1964) also regained their independence. 
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Nigeria is another referent country which has suffered from the same problems like 

the rest of the African continent, particularly dictatorships, and political corruption. 

Nigeria's history is synonymous with coups and military governments or 

authoritarian regimes that from independence in 1960 until 1993, Nigeria has 

experienced six military coups and a terrible civil war. Problems such as endemic 

corruption and crime, ethnic and religious strife, particularly between Christians and 

Muslims in the nOlthern half of the country, and sporadic clashes with insurgents in 

the oil-rich Niger Delta characterize Nigeria's political instability to-date. 

In the East, S~malia, 'th~ problem child of the Horn', seems to have committed a 

national suicide. Following its independence from Britain in 1960, Somalia merged 

with the former British protectorate and formed the Somali Republic. Four years 

later, Somalia fought with Ethiopia over the Ogaden region (1977). 

The country was run by a civilian government for the first few years, until the 1969 

:military ~oup of General Mohammed Said Barr who held power for more than two 

decades during which he attempted to regain the territories that the Somalis had 

allegedly lost over the years, including portions ·of Djibouti, Ethiopia, and Kenya. 

Two years later, a new constitution was adopted enforcing the rule of dictatorship 

with one political party. The years of military dictatorship had disintegrated the 

social fabric of Somalia during which its people had lost trust in the government and 

their chameleon' P~trons Saints.' 

The collapse of the Siad Barre regime plunged Somalia into chaos, with many 

. factions fighting to seize power. After fifteen years of power vacuum, the self-styled 

Supreme Council of Islamic Courts had assumed power by the barrel of the gun 

even though it has been ousted by the so-called Transitional Government with the 

military intervention of Ethiopia. The situation is still volatile that there seems to be 

no prospect of ending the crisis and rest~ring peace with political stability. 

Kenya achieved its national independence in December 1963 through armed 

struggle and/or diplomatic campaign. Unfortunately, the hard-won independence in 

Kenya, as in many other neo-colonial African countries seems to have been abused 

that it is suffering from the pawns of imperialism through the agency of the new 

c~mprador bourgeoisie and the new ruling elite who have dashed the emancipatory 

promise of nationalist struggle. The national heroes of the Mau Mau revolt are 
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